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She  greatest  of  English  historians,  Macaulay,  an  (Tone  of  the  most  brilliant  writers  of 
the  present  century,  has  said:  "The  history  of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 
lives  of  its  people/'  In  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Poktrait  and  Biographical 
Kecord  Qf  tiijg  county  has  been  prepared.  Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and 
taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  appreciated  by  but  few,  our 
corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  wlio  have,  by  their 
enterprise  and  industry,  brought  the  county  to  rank  second  to  none  among  those 
comprising  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  their  life 
Struggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelli- 
gent public.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by 
industry  and  economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited 
advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
influence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and 
records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
man3%  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  "the  even  tenor  of  their  way,'*  conten^ 
to  have  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — "they  have  done  what 
they  could."  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer's  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country's 
call  went  forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,'*  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace 
once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otherwise  be 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  and  the  publishers  flatter  them^ 
selves  that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  the  biograph 
ical  sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  this  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  or  place  of  business, 
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HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
^born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
Feb.  22,  1732.  His  parents 
were  Augustine  and  Mary 
(Ball)  Washington.  The  family 
to  which  he  belonged  has  not 
been  satisfactorily  traced  in 
England.  His  great-grand- 
father, John  Washington,  em- 
igrated to  Virginia  about  1657, 
and  became  a  prosperous 
planter.  He  had  two  sons, 
Lawrence  and  John.  The 
former  married  Mildred  Warner 
and  had  three  children,  John, 
Augustine  and  Mildred.  Augus- 
tine, the  father  of  George,  first 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bore 
him  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.  Of  six  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,  the  others  being  Betty, 
Samuel,  John  T^gustine,  Charles 
and  Mildred. 
Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
in  1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
widest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an  estate  on 
the  Patomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  George 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighborhood 
schools  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
school,  when  he  received  private  instruction  in 
mathematxs,      His    spelling  v/as  rather  defective.. 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physicas 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair- 
ness and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  1 4  years  ol  d  he  had  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant  was  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandoned.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  1751,  though  only  19  years  of 
age,  •  he  was  appointed  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health.  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George* 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddie,  as  Lieuicn- 
ant-Governor  of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted, which  others  had  refused.  This  was  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North- 
western Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed  ^ 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  made  without  military 
escort,  through  a  territory  occupied  by  Indians.     Tht 
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irip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  times  he  came  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  report  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
were  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says :  "  I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  leveling?  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

After  having  been  five  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  he 
took  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
to  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
active  and  important  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the  port 
'^f  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con- 
gress of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia, Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  possible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  upon  Washington, 
who  was  still  a  member  of  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  to  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  ever}'  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.  On  Dec.  23,  1783,  Washingtpn,  in 
a  parting  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  10 
to  the  Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  life. 

In  February,  1 7  89,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  new 
government ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  sections  of  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country, 
owmgto  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
clear  judgment  could  discern  the  golden  mean  ;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  rejxjse 
seemed  Hkely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France. 
At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  1 2,  he  took 
a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  his  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  with  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  character,  which  have  be^^n  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Washington  was  unusally  tan,  erect 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  was 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmetry. 
He  commanded  respect  without  any  appearance  of 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  Wi?^^  dull. 
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OHN  ADAMS,  the  second 
President  and  the  first  Vice- 
f  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Braintree  ( now 
Quincy),Mass.,  and  about  ten 
miles  from  Boston,  Oct.  19, 
1735.  K^s  great-grandfather,  Henry 
x^dams,  emigrated  from  England 
^,.  about  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
p\  sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
parents  of  John  were  John  and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  of  limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus- 
iness of  shoemaking.  He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa- 
tion at  Harvard  College.  John 
graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a 
''school  of  affliction,"  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.  For  this  purpose  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 
had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
termed  '*  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
cils, of  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvanistic  good  nature,'' 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the ,  legal 
profession,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  fluent  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
tive powers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (1765),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa- 
^on  turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He  took  initial 
Steps  toward  holding,  a  town  meeting,  and  the  resolu- 


tions he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  populai 
throughout  the  Province,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos. 
ton  in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocates  of  the  popular  cause,  and 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegates 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  hirasell 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  movement  for  independence  against  th^ 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  moved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  Hq 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  nve» 
appointed  June  11,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  ths 
glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says, "the 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  wil 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  *  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde- 
pendent states.'  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  history 
of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary, 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of' 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God.     It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp,  shows^ 
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games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transported 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
delegate  to  France  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  proposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  important  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties. 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  go  to  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
Bath.  While  in  England,  still  drooping  and  despond- 
ing, he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot,hemade  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785,  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
ftis  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President.  Again 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  1796,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President,though  not  without  much  opposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years,he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

IVhile  Mr.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the  great 


French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  at  issue  with 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
power  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
class  of  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus  soon  organ- 
ized, Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strength 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supporring.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  In- 
dependence FOREVER,"  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  "O  yes;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourth  of  July-— God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "  It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o clock,  re- 
signed his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  persoiial  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  portrait  manifests,was  intellectoial  ard  expres- 
sive,  but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  h^s 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  uncourteous. 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  nor 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked 
the  manners  and  address  of  Jefferson. 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 
born  April  2,  1743,  at  Shad- 
^well,  Albermarle  county,  Va. 
His  parents  were  Peter  and 
Jane  (  Randolph)  Jefferson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Lon- 
don. To  them  were  born  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
When  14  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,  hav- 
ing been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
age.  In  1760  he  entered  William 
r.nd  Mary  College.  Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obode  of  fashion 
and  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
years  old,  lived  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  yet  he 
was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproacha- 
able  in  his  morals.  It  is  strange,  however,  under 
such  influences,that  he  was  not  ruined.  In  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
explained inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
previously  given  much  time.  He  often  devoted  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  hard  study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
ercise only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  and  back  again.  He  thus  attained  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso- 
phy and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Greek  authors  he  read  with  facility.  A  more  finished 
scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls ;  and 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  x 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  energy  and  accuteness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  poHtical  life.  In  1769  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses.  In 
1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  beauti- 
ful, wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow 

Upon  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shad  well,  there 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  ye!: 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  to  Mount  Vernon 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Cclonial  Congress, 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  uix)n  a  number  of  important  committees^ 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  ap]:x)inted 
to  draw  up  the  paper.  Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4,  1776,     What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  that 
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man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast— 
\¥ho  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  pubUsh  her  to  the  world,  free, 
Boverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
of  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Monticello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  I,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with,  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  CHnton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
tranquiUty  and  peace  of  the  Union ;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
to  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  unprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
forty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub- 
lic, and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver- 


sary  of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  the 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation's  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer, 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  participate  in  their  festivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  no 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next 
day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  that 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life !  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation,-  - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  liyes  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery;  his  complexion  was  fair,  his  fore- 
head broad,  and  his  whole  courtenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage ;  and  h:s  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic ;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
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AMES    MADISON,    "Father 
of  the  Constitution,"  and  fourth 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  March  i6,  1757,  and 
died  at  his  home  in  Virginia, 
June  28,   1836.     The  name  of 
James  Madison  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  most  of  the  important 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
country  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of  this  great   republic  were 
laid.  He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of  the   Constitution   of  the    United 
States  to   ])e   called   to   his   eternal 
reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  New  World, 
landing  upon  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake but  15  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  was  an  opulent 
planter,  residing  upon  a  very  fine  es- 
tate called  "Montpelier,"  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  highly  pictur- 
esque and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
Blue  Ridge.  It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest,  personal  and 
political  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
18  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  im- 


prudent zeal;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  three 
hours'  sleep  out  of  the  24.  His  health  thus  became  so 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  177 1,  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subsf " 
quent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  asso- 
ciated, all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  ot 
a  statesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  health  leading  him  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  he  directed  especial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mind 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almost  unequalled  powers  of  reasoning,  he  weighed 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
(1777),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-loving  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election ;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the   Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
member  of  the  Council ;    and  their  appreciation  of  his 
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intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  hewas  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States^,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  appointed.  Every  State  but  Rhode  Island 
'Tas  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention ;  and  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  States  for  acceptance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  power  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the  conven- 
tion to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  inet  Mrs.  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
queenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  position  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments  of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  war.  ^ 


British  orders  in  council  destroyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiring 
in  his  disposition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects ;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat ;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressnient,  no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  rehnquish. 

^  On  the  1 8th  of  June,  181 2,  President  Madison  gave 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved ;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1813,  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  upon  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infant 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pHng  v/ith  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  eariy  in  February, 
18 13,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  neariy  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted ;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladens- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  litde  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metropolis.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  doer  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidenriaf 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  1815,  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  atChent. 
On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  rerired  to  his  beau- 
tiful home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  On  June  28,  1836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi- 
son  died  July  12,  1849. 
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AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth 
President  of  The  United  States, 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
Va.,  April  28,  1758.  His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
many  years  resided  in  the  prov- 
ince in  which  he  was  born.  When, 
at  17  years  of  age,  in  the  process 
.  of  completing  his  education  at 
William  and  Mary  College,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia to  deliberate  upon  the  un- 
just and  manifold  oppressions  of 
Great  Britian,  declared  the  separa- 
tion of  the  Colonies,  and  promul- 
'  gated  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  lie  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  hope- 
less and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  pouring 
in ;  and  the  tories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
tending with  an  enemy  vvhcm  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  their 
political  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  esix)used  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  01  lie  with  her  strife 


for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  the  mel- 
ancholy retreat  from  Harleam  Heights  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fled 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  months 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriots 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg- 
ing upon  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was  pro-| 
moted  a  captain  of  infantry ;  and,  having  recovered, 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Sterling.  During  the  cam- 
paigns of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  Brandy 
wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-de-camp;  but  becoming  desirous  to  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag ; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  avolun 
teer,  during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  Executive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwards 
en) ployed  with  unremitting  energy  for  the  public  good, 
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he  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Deeply  as  Mr.  Monroe  felt  the  imperfections  of  the  old 
Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
ihinking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republican  parly, 
that  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Senate ;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  power,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  .  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  princi- 
ples of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  powers.  France  had  helped 
us  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 
in  France  witn  the  most  enthusiastic  demonsti/*.tions. 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  yeais.  He  was  again  sent  to  France  to 
co-operate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Their  united  efforts  were  suc- 
cessful. For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 
From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But  Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng- 
land on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  trying  times,  the  duties  of  the  War  Department 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  ol 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex- 
piration of  Mr.  Madison  s  adminstration.  At  the  elec- 
tion held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opposition,  and 
upon  March  4,  1817,  was  inaugurated.  Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the  "  Monroe  doctrine.' 
This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  "  Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.  At  that 
time  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  wish 
to  have  European  powers  longer  attempting  to  sub- 
due  portions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  "That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestarion  by  European 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
States."  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
senriment  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  Fecond  term  Mr.  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  tinril  1830. 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.     In  that  city  he  died,on  the  4th  of  July    1831 
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OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the 

sixth  President  of  the  United 
'States,  was  born  in  the  rural 
home  of  his   honored   father, 
John  Adams,  in  Qaincy,  Mass., 
on  the  I  ith  of  July,  1767.  His 
mother,  a  woman  of  exalted 
worth,  watched  over  his  childhood 
during  the  almost   constant   ab- 
sence of  his  father.      When   but 
eight  years  of  age,  he  stood  with 
his  mother  on  an  eminence,  listen- 
ing to  the  booming  of  the  great  bat- 
tle on  Bunker  s  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames  billow- 
ing up  from    the   conflagration   of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
to  sail  with  his  father  for  Europe, 
through  a  fleet  ot  hostile  British  cruisers.  The  bright, 
ctuimated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Paris,  where 
his  father  was  associated  with  FrankUn  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
country,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad  Again 
foLn  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to  .itudy;  then  accom pained  his  father  to  Holland, 
where  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  Amsterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  i^bout  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  17 81,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
yea^s  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretary. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enobling 
culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Again  he  resumed 
ms  studies,  under  a  pri^'site  tutor,  at  Hague.   Thence, 


in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  fjvcher  tj 
Paris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintance 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Coiitinent 
examining  architectural  remains,  galleries  of  ]  aintings 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  again 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  of 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  temporal 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  After 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  and 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  who  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  with  the  etiquette  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, must  have  been  extremely  attractive 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre- 
ferred to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education, 
in  an  American  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  be 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  support. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be- 
ing then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  he  reached 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  the  dehberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney, 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Great  Britian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  iv 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to  Portugal, 
upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but  requesting 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  bis 
instructions.  While  waiting  he  was  married  to  ar 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  eh- 
gaged, — Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughte! 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  London 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  accom. 
plishment  which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  Ukl 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  wwi  ^Ag^incit 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  having  ful- 
filled all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  solicited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members  . 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resign- 
ing his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. .He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins  ;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations ;  while  he 
kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  importart 
part  of  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  18 17,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  ^appointed  Mr. 
Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  le^ye  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  1819,  for  the  United  States.  On  the 
i8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  Mr.  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety -nine ;  John  Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty -one;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
be  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
:ombined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
*-bft  oast  history  of  our  country  than  the  abuse  which 


was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never, per-, 
haps,  was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu- 
lously and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  home  in 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  Hghting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  reUrtd 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  question  now  began  to  assunae 
portentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentarive,  towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle*  for  freedom,  and  winning  the  Utle  of 
"the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrudny.  The 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  Its  moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisUng  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination 
but  no  threats  could  inUmidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  pra}er  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  2  r  St  of  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  paraly- 
sis, and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  rime  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  ar.d 
said  "  This  is  the  end  of  earth  ;"then  after  a  moment's 
pause  he  added,  '' I  am  content^'  These  were  the 
last   words  of    the    grand    '*  Old    Man    Eloquent." 
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SEVENTH  PRESIDENT, 


NDREW     JACKSON,     the 

seventh  President  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in 
Waxhaw  settlement,  N.  C, 
March  15,  1767,  a  few  days 
after  his  father's  death.  His 
parents  were  poor  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  and  took  up 
their  abode  in  Waxhaw  set- 
tlement, where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty, 
Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.  His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  un- 
gainly; and  there  was  but  very 
little  in  his  character,  made  visible,  which  was  at- 
tractive. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
teers of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion.  In 
1781,  he  andhis  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desperate 
Dlow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  much  other  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-pox.  Their 
mother  was  successful  ivv  Qbtaining  their  exchange, 


and  took  her  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  illn  ss. 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  him  entirely  friendless. 

Andrew  supiX)rted  himself  in  various  ways,  such  aa 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788,  he  was  apix)inted 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmishi 
witn  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  1 791,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parties,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur- 
rence was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his    profes 
sion,  and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he   killed  Dickenson,  was  espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution. Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  elevei^ 
counties^  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegates.) 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  member  id 
the  National  House  of  Representatives.  Andrew  Jaclc- 
son  was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  wh^re  Congress  then   held  its 
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sessions, — a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred   miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gen.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  expiring,  delivered  his 
last  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
complimentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
**  wise,  firm  and  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  which  position  he  held  for  six  years. 

When  tjie  war  of  181 2  with  Great  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred upon  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  Jackson 
offered  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen.  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
Expedition  reached  Natchez ;  and  after  a  delay  of  sev- 
eral weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  back  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions ;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of '*  Old  Hickory." 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that,  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  upon  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set- 
tlers, were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sHng,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
tance, gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong  fort  on 
one  of  the  bends  of  the  Tallapoosa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother. 
W^ith  an  army  of  two  thousand  men,  Gen.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
days.  He  reached  their  fort,  called  Tohopeka  or 
Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th  of  March.  1814.    The  bend 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  of 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast- 
work of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suplyof  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war.  The 
jx)wer  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  its  terriffic  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  caiue  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march,  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola,  landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fort, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault.  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up    and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  about 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six  hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men-, 
tioned  in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but,  in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  1829,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  pjcmorabie 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applaudeA*  oyone  party,- 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  June  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son's life  were  that  of  a  devoted  Christian  man. 
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ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the 
eighth     President     of     the 
United  States,  was  born  at 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.   5, 
1782.     He  died  at  the  same 
place,  July   24^    1862.      His 
body  rests  in  the  cemetery 
at  Kinderhook.     Above  it  is 
a  plain  granite   shaft  fifteen  feet 
high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 
about  half  way  up   on   one    face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered 
or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  ^«*  uut  Attle  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
of  romant  *c  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  name  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary  piety. 

.-fe  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
In  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  required  of  him 
before  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
Ji  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  powers,  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  with  indefatigable  industry.  After 
spending  six  years  in  an  office  in  bis  native  village, 


he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  hisj 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years  oi 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil- 
lage. The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  politician.  He  had, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with, 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  espoused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights ;  though  at  thai  time  the  P^eel- 
eral  party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  th, 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  th^ 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump- 
tion, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  ovei 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  waa 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  t8i  2,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  lo 
the  State  Senate,  and  gave  his  strenuous  support  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  In  18 15,  he  was  ap-' 
pointed  Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  ackno\Vledged  as  one  of  the  most 
piominent  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party,  be  had 
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the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  "  universal  suffrage"  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  property  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
?^.tate. 

In  182 1  he  was  elected  c.  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  position  as  an  active  and  useful  legislator. 
In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  beirg  then  in  the 
^residential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
.he  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
rermined  opposer  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
•'State  Rights"  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  prochvities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governor  of 
Uie  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
^eat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
\dams  from  the  Presidential  chg.ir,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians 
It  was  supposed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
to  touch  the  secret  spiings  of  action;  how  to  pull  all 
the  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion ;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secretly  and 
eter^Uhily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
these  powers  it  is  said  that  he  outv/itted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

Whj  \  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
apix^inted  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  State.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  was  immediately 
appointed  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
rcfusecl  to  ratify  the  nomination,  and  he  returned 


home,  apparently  untroubled;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson ;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
frowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  which  had  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor- 
ite ;  and  this,  probably  more  than  any  other  cause, 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Execu 
tive.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor." 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events- 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in- 
volve this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  Soil"  Democrats,  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  decHning  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  positions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured^to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1841,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwa^d, 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he 
resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  -  enjoying  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI- 
SON, the  ninth   President  of 
the   United  States,  was  born 
at  Berkeley,  Va.,  Feb.  9,  1773. 
His  father,   Benjamin   Harri- 
son, was  in  comparatively  op- 
ulent circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.      He  was  an 
intimate    friend    of     George 
Washington,  vv  as  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,    and  was    conspicuous 
among  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
British  crown.     In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison   and   John    Hancock   were 
both  candidates  for  the  office  of 
speaker. 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice  re-elected.  His  son, 
-William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 
in  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a  thorough  common-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
Chen  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
iobert  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the  remonstrances  of  his  friends,  he 
abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 
saving  obtair^^ci  a  commission  of  Ensign  from  Presi- 


dent Washington.  He  was  then  but  19  years  old 
From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  General  Wayne,  after  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory.  This 
Territory  was  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that 
position. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  ''  The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio."  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  "Indiana  Territory."  Wil. 
liam  Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  ap- 
pointed by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  appointed  to  this  office — first  by  John  Adams^ 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi. 
dent  Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminst ration  there  were  bul 
three  white  setdementsin  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic.  One  of  these  settlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  Louisville ;  one  ai 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  third  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrispi* 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians.  Abau» 
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the  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  One  of 
these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "The  Crouching 
P  xnther;"  the  other,  OlHwacheca,  or  "  The  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  rnight 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
anorator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator :  he  was, 
in  the  superstitious  minds  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe- 
canoe the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  18 12,  his  army  began  its  march.  When 
near  the  Prophet  s  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was 
approaching  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations. Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise 
His  troops  were  posted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  by  his  side,and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o  clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  just  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  Their 
war-whoop  was  accompained  by  a  shower  of  bullets. 
The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
ous yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubting  a 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  But  Gen.  Harrison  s 
troops  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned :  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be- 
fore   them,    and    completely    routing    the    foe. 


Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  the  Can  - 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  from  the 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances.  Gov.  Harrison 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  equal  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re 
six)nsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursumg  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle.  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  18 16,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  ol 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  spoke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1819,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  hiui 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  term,  he  was  re -nominated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election ;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  be  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  any  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin-^ 
istration  more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  prospects.  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisv-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  April ;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  Ur4te,(i  States, 
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OHN    TYLER,     the    tenth 
,  Presidentof  the  United  States. 
He  was  born  in  Charles-city 
Co.,  Va.,  March  29, 1790.  He 
was  the  favored  child   of  af- 
fluence and  high    social    po- 
sition.    At  the    early  age   of 
twelve,  John  entered  William 
and  Mary  College  and  grad- 
uated with  much  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,  he  devoted  him- 
self with    great   assiduity  to   the 
study    of    law,    partly   with    his 
father   and   partly  with   Edmund 
Randolph,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  ne 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston- 
ishing. It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
et of  the  court  in  which  he  was 
1. 3t  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  ejected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  county. 

•  When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 
ably  wi;h  the  Democratic  party,  opposing  a  national 
b»Tik,  internal,  improvements  by  the  General  ^vem- 


ment,  a  protective  tariff,  and  advocating  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigilance  over  State  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  With  a 
reputation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes.  Governor  of  his 
native  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
cessful one.  His  popularity  secured  his  re-election. 
John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  course, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  Tyler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opposed  the  tariff;  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional ;  he  stren- 
uously opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen- 
eral  Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun's  view  of  nullification ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opposition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress, — a  record 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  be 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession,    Ther^  was  a  cplit  in  the  Democratic- 
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j?arty.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
fersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli- 
ments upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-six.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con- 
sequence of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  audit  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  culture  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  remov  ed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children ;  and  he  again 
took  his  .seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
T839.  The  majority  of  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  party  in  the  Noith:  but  the  Vice 
President  has  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  1 84 1,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
Uiat  time.  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus  -cund  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
April  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
office.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  long  life  he  had  been 
opposed  to  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, honest  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  surround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own  ?  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare  ?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Haurison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccommended  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days'  delay,  returned  it  with 
his  veto.      H^  suggested,  however,  that  he  would 


approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proiX)sed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  ahns.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  All  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance 
between  the  Whigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  relief.  His  first  wife, 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1844,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charles  city  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with '  information  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unusual  attractions.  With  sufficient 
means  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State.* 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates He* was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  eng;aged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  by 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had 
once  presided,  he  was  taken  sick  and  soon  died, 


/'H 


EZE  VENTff  'PRESTDENIi ' 


59 


AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 
^President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 
N.  C.,Nov.  2,  1795.     His  par- 
ents were   Samuel   and    Jane 
(Knox)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 
of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 
at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the 
first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  1806,  with  his  wife 
and  children,  and  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the   members   of 
the   Polk  famly,  Samuel    Polk   emi- 
grated some   two   or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
of  the  Duck   River.      Here   in    the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
ry Co.,  they  reared   their  log   huls, 
and  established  their  homes.    In  the 
hard  toil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness, James  K.  Polk    spent   the 
early  years  of  his    childhood    and 
youth.     His  father,  adding  the  pur- 
suit of  a  surveyor  to  that  of  a  farmer, 
gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 
he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of  strong   common 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  bad  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
fether,  fearing  that  he  might  not  be  able  to  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  got  a   situation   for   him   behind  the 

counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappointment.     He 

had  no  taste   for  these  duties,  and  his   daily  tasks 

were  irksome  in  the  extreme.     He  remained   in  this 

uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 

earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 

arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.     Soon 

after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.      With 

ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 

forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a  half 

years,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore] 

class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  ChapeK 

Hill.     Here  he  was  one  of  the  most   exemplary  of 

scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 

himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  18 18,  with  the  highest  honors,  be- 
ing  deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  FeHx  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  been 
slightly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican, 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  same  politi- 
cal faith.  He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  that 
he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  stump. 
He  was  a  man  of  unblemished   morals,   genial  and 
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courtcrus  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
nature  in  the  joys  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.   In  1823,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.     Here  he  gave   his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
IMr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 
In  January,  1824,  Mr.   Polk   married   Miss   Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.     His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him,-~a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture.    In  the  fall  of  1825,    Mr.  Polk  was  chosen   a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con- 
tinuec^  in  that  office.     He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might   accept   the   Gubernatorial  chair 
of  Tennessee.      In    Congress   he   was   a  laborious 
member,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.     He  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  courteous;    and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per- 
.formed  his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
|)assed  by  the  Hoiwe  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839^  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  In  1841, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
IHt  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message.  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
other  States.  In  the  meantime,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  !iearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  wai 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  "observation,"  then  of  "occupation," 
then  of  "  invasion,"  was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
ana  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  v/as  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

*  To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands. 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
sizeof  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right :  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good.  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  years 
of  tranquility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera— that  fearful  scourge- was  then  sweeping  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  15th  of  June,  1849,1"  the  fifty-fourth 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen. 
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ACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  on  the  24th  of  Nov., 
1784,  in  Orange  Co.,  Va.  His 
^^^^^^i  father,  Colonel  Taylor,  was 
a  Virginian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
tinguished patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zachary 
was  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,  a  few 
miles  from  Louisville.  In  this  front- 
ier home,  away  from  civilization  and 
all  its  refinements,  young  Zachary 
could  enjoy  but  few  social  and  educational  advan- 
tages. When  six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
school,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
rather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter He  was  strong,  fearless  and  self-reliant,  and 
<nanifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Lidians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  on  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
Li  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army  ;  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Liimediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  18 12,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison,on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
ied  by  Tecumseh.     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


company  of  infantry  numbering   fifty  men,   many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  1812,  the  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the  fort.  Their 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  the  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down;  the  savages  disappeared,  the 
garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war  whoop  burst  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap- 
ture, death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  no  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses* 
Until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  point, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war.  Major  Taylor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depths  of  the 
A^ilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fox  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 

best  could.     There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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tellectual  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black-Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty -four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
(femployments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
/beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
jIn  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
liac*  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
heie  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
lo  vhe  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
lifter,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
jnand  of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
/imidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula.  Gen.  Taylor 
/)btained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
^nd  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
vAest.  This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
Jit  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
^,o  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
•^nvposed  upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Mexico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
P'alma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
^[^•xicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
\v'as  then  conferred  upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
Mas  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
E  uena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
ic  rces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
'(X^ sobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready.' 

The  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
?\'read  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
nj  inie  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
H  hig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
fu/  popularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  un- 

'*  "red,  honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
ofitice.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
foi  forty  years,  he  had  net  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
<iM\x  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  whose  name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, *'  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himsdf  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  Was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy ,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  9th  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  words  were,  **I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people ;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — *'  With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head ;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
*  touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

"Any  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  In  shori- 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfortable,  ?^>^t* 
saving  contempt  for  learning  of  every  kind/ 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  at  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y  .,  on 
the  7th  of  January,  1800.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  ow- 
ing to  misfortune,  in  humble  cir- 
cumstances. Of  his  mother,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard, 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it  has  been 
said  that  she  possessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
position, graceful  manners  and  ex- 
quisite sensibilities.  She  died  in 
1831 ;  having  lived  to  s'ee  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  prom- 
ise, chough  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender  ad- 
vantages for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com- 
mon schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended  were 
very  imperfect  institutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
and  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  upon  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  farmer's  boy ; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mill,  there  was  a  small  villiage,  where  some 


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  library.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  young  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read- 
ing. Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  with 
books.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  became  insatiate; 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history^ 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  he  was  be^ 
coming,  almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-informed, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  0/ 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appearance- 
and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  happened  that 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
Wood, — who  was  struck  with  the  prepossessing  ap- 
pearance of  young  Fillmore.  He  made  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  ability  and 
attainments  that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
no  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
tion had  been  very  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed.  Most  gratefully  the  generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion    abouti 
a  collegiate  education.     A  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  graduated  at  some  col-' 
lege.     But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  haP  • 
Hnd  then  enters  a  law  office,  who  is  by  no  mcaai   as 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  fortune  or  in  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1826,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill,— -Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  jx)litics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature ,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degn  e  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress  He  entered  that  troubled 
arena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  twd  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress ;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  expe- 
rience  as  a  representative  gave  him  stiength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
uny  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  upon  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he  was  elected  Comptroller  of   the  State. 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  thei 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  trumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
names  of  Zachary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura 
tion,  was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. He  appointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 
Mr.  Fillmore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  conciliate 
the  South ;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadequacy  of  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmcre's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  Uved  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  March  8,    1874. 


FOURTEENTH  PRESIDENT. 


7» 


3=^*-:_*^^AaIk^ 


^FHflNKLIN  PIEHEE."^ 


RANKLIN    PIERCE,   the 
fourteenth   President  of  the 
'United  States,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,   N.    H.,    Nov. 
23,  1804.     His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,   who, 
with   his   own    strong    arm, 
hewed   out  a   home   in    the 
wilderness.     He  was  a  man 
of    inflexible    integrity;     of 
strong,  though   uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis- 
ing Democrat.      The   mother  of 
Franklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire, — an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate.  Christian  wom- 
an.    Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 

Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speaking  kind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar ;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me  He  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  purity  of  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,  and 


genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite. 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in,  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied :  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  FrankUn  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  Th^ 
eminent  social  qualities  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  the  brilliant 
political  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.  With  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  years.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty, 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  member  in 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  which  her  husband  \yas  honored.    Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  upon  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States ;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce  s  health.  He  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  imix)rtant  part  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
ver>  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ques- 
tions, giving  his  cordial  supj)ort  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval;  and  he 
{strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
inous  fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
Sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  "  Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.'* 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
iafely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  1 2th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
and  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States— Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee  — cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
^t^tes  on   the  4th  df  March,    1853. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be 
tween  slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "irrepressible  conffict"  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
mmistration,  did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when    President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his   four-years'  term 
of  office.     The  North  had  become   thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.     The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had   been   rapidly  increasing;   all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which   he  had    advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
proved,   and   perhaps,    also,    feeling    that    he    had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to   be 
able  acceptably  to  serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 
On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,   President  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.     Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and    his   only   surviving   child    had   been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was   rapidly  sinking  in   consumption.      The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and   he  was   left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  m  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1869.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcopiil 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns- 
people  were  often  gkdened  by  his  material  bounty. 
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AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fif- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  in  a  small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridge  of  the  AUegha- 
nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Penn.,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  17  91.  The  place 
where  the  humble  cabin  of  his 
father  stood  was  called  Stony 
Batter.  It  was  a  wild  and  ro- 
ma'ntic  spot  in  a  gorge  of  the  moun- 
tains, with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly  all  around.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland ; 
a  poor  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
1783,  with  little  property  save  his 
own  strong  arms.  Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,  plunged  into  the  wilder- 
ness,  staked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-hut,  opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  per- 
form his  obscure  part  in  the  drama  of  life.  In  this  se- 
cluded home,  where  James  was  born,  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantages.  When  James  was  eight  years  of  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersburg,  where 
his  son  was  placed  at  school,  and  commenced  a 
course  of  study  in  English,  Latin  and  Greek.  His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.  Here  he  de- 
veloped remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
th€  first  scholars  in  the  institution.  His  application 
to  study  was  intense,  and  yet  hi^  native  poorer?   en- 


abled him  to  master  the  most  abstnise  subjects  wi  '* 
facility. 

In  the  year  1809,  he  graduated  with  the  highes\ 
honors  of  his  clast..  He  was  then  eighteen  years  of 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1812,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Very  rapidly  he  rose 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc- 
cessfully defended  before  the  State  Senate  01  e  of  the 
judges  of  the  State,  who  was  tried  upon  articles  o) 
impeachme«t.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generall> 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  hi- 
crative  practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  foi 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1 831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profession,  having  ac- 
quired an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency, 
appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Upon  his  return,  irj 
1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  V/ebsier. 
Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  the  mea^^ 
ures  proposed  by  President  JacHspn^  of  n>alp>ng  repn- 
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sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  that  country;  and  defended  the 
course  of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and 
wholesale  removal  from  office  of  those  who  were 
not  the  supporters  of  his  administration.  Upon 
this  question  he  was  brought  into  direct  collision 
with  Henry  Clay.  He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  ad- 
vocated expunging  from  the  journal  of  the  Senate 
the  vote  of  censure  against  Gen.  Jackson  for  remov- 
ing the  deposits.  Earnestly  he  opposed  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
urged  the  prohibition  of  the  circulation  of  anti- 
slavery  documents  by  the  United  States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  ad- 
vocated that  they  should  be  respectfully  received; 
and  that  the  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Con- 
gress had  no  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject. 
''Congress,*'  said  he,  "might  as  well  undertake  to 
interfere  with  slavery  under  a  foreign  government 
as  in  any  of  the  States  where  it  now  exists.'* 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct 
of  the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  cross- 
ing the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  the 
disputed  territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mex- 
icans to  cross  the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory 
was  a  declaration  of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read 
with  pleasure  the  account  of  the  course  our  Gov- 
ernment pursued  in  that  movement. 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of 
1850,  which  included  the  fugitive  slave  law.  Mr. 
Pierce,  upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  hon- 
ored Mr.  Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency. 
The  political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe 
in  which  our  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the 
friends  of  slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advo- 
cates of  its  restriction  and  final  abolition  on  the 
other.  Mr.  Fremont,  the  candidate  of  the  enemies 
of  slavery,  received  114  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan received  174,  and  was  elected.  The  popular 
vote  stood  1,340,618  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for 
Buchanan.  On  March  4,  1857,  Mr.  Buchanan  was 
inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only 
four  years  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  three-score 
years  and  ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom 
he  had  been  allied  in  political  principles  and  action 
for  years,  were  seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, that  they  might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our 
free  institutions  a  nation  whose  corner-stone  should 


be  human  slavery.  In  this  emergency,  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan was  hopelessly  bewildered.  He  could  not, 
with  his  long-avowed  principles,  consistently  op' 
l)Ose  the  State-rights  party  in  their  assumptions.  As 
President  of  the  United  States,  bound  by  his  oath 
faithfully  to  administer  the  laws,  he  could  not, 
without  perjury  of  the  grossest  kind,  unite  with 
those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  Republic.  He 
therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  standard- 
bearer  in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro- 
slavery  party  declared  that  if  he  were  elected  and 
the  control  of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from 
their  hands  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  tak- 
ing with  them  as  they  retired  the  National  Capi- 
tol at  Washington  and  the  lion's  share  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slave- 
holders, claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan avowing  that  Congress  had  no  power  to 
prevent  it,  one  of  the  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of 
governmental  imbecility  was  exhibited  the  world 
has  ever  seen.  He  declared  that  Congress  had  no 
power  to  enforce  its  laws  in  any  State  which  had 
withdrawn,  or  which  was  attempting  to  withdraw, 
from  the  Union.  This  was  not  the  doctrine  of  An- 
drew Jackson,  when,  with  his  hand  upon  his  sword- 
hilt,  he  exclaimed.  *'The  Union  must  and  shall  be 
preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  1860,  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  de- 
spair. The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston;  Ft. 
Sumter  was  besieged;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and 
arsenals  were  seized;  our  depots  of  military  stores 
were  plundered;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post- 
offices  were  appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels  and  the  imbecility  of 
our  Executive  were  alike  marvelous.  The  nation 
looked  on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to 
glide  away  and  close  the  administration,  so  ter- 
rible  in  its  weakness.  At  length  the  long-looked- 
for  hour  of  deliverance  came,  when  Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  to  receive  the  scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his 
fame,  that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  its 
billows  of  flame  and  blood  ovef  our  whole  land,  no 
word  came  from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  that 
our  country's  banner  should  triumph  over  the  flag 
of  the  Rebellion.  He  died  at  his  Wheatland  re- 
treat, June  1, 1868, 
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BRAHAM  LINCOLN,  the 
sixteenth  President  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in 
Hardin  Co.,  Ky.,  Feb.  12, 
1 809.  About  the  year  1 7  80,  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  left  Virginia  with  his 
family  and  moved  into  the  then 
wilds  of  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field,  was  stealthily  approached  by 
an  Indian  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five 
little  children,  three  boys  and  two 
girls.  Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
boys,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father's  death.  This  Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
President  of  the  United  States 
whose  name  must  henceforth  forever  be  enrolled 
with  the  most  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.  He  was  among 
the  poorest  of  the  poor.  His  home  was  a  wretched 
log-cabin;  his  food  the  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
Education  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  write.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anythmg  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  cabin  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
.ess,  wandering  boy,  seeking  work.  He  hired  him- 
self out,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
?aborer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  buill  a  log- 
f  abin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  ^  Then- 
second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
*^  All  Ihat  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  exclaims  the  grate- 
ful son  " I  owe  to  my  angel-mother.  " 
When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 


cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana.  Whei- 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  became  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
communitv  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  The 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few ;  but  these  he  ead 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committ?  ^  ic 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  There  were  joys  ard 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  sisttx 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mai 
ried  when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  anC 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  M^ 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  squatter's  claim  mi  1830 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,  III. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age.. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  r-aring 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligendy  at  this 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  then 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  corn,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for^ 
tune.  Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  ot 
education  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  became 
strictly  temperate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  intoxi- 
eating  Hqiior  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  in 
God's  w^ord,  "Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thy  God  in  vai^;"  and  a  profane  expression  ha 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  Hi& 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired  labores 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  dow\ 
the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mia 
sissippi  to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  lAv 
coin  undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  giv< 
great  satisfactipn  to  his  employers^     In  this  adven 
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ture  his  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that   upon 
his  return  they  placed  a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
yeafs  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
Jackson  the  apiX)intment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected.  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  books,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
coon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
jlavery  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher  prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  i6th  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  **  The 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  H.  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most 
nrominent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  which  that  nomination  doomed  him: 
And  as  little  did  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fix  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
a  place  in  the  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
cnly,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  poured  upon  this   good 


and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  186 1,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopping  in  all  the  large  cities  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  The  whole  journey  wasfrought 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti- 
more had  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to ''get  up  a  row,^ 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  A  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  to 
take  him  from  Harrisburg,  through  Baltimcre,  at  an 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  s'^rted  at 
half-past  ten ;  and  to  prevent  any  possible-  communi- 
cation on  the  part  ot  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con- 
federate gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  hac 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated,  . 
although  great  anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal  people. 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr.  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
important  ix)sitions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  responsibilities  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  both  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  for  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  be  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, wijtli  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should 'fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o  clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  fitly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  -^'ill 
live  with  that  of  Washington's,  its  father;  his  country- 
men being  unable  to  decide   which  is   t^^  greater. 
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NDREW  JOHNSON,  seven- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States.  The  early  life  of 
Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
the  record  of  poverty,  destitu- 
tion and  friendlessness.  He 
was  born  December  29,  1808, 
in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
belonging  to  the  class  of  the 
"poor  whites  "  of  the  South,  were 
in  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  confer  ^Yei\  the  sHght- 
est  advantages  of  education  upon 
their  child.  When  Andrew  was  ^v^ 
years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  his  life  while  herorically  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  from  drowning.  ^Jnal  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  about:  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speechesof  distinguished  British  states- 
men. Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow- workmen, 
"ieamed  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.      The  owner, 


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gare  him  the  bootc, 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  cbmbinc  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  oi. 
ward  laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  hours 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreation  to  devote  such  time  ^%  he  could  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  at 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pos 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  witk 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs ;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature. 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1840  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  Van 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  thosv 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1 84 1,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,  ^^ 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years,  la 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and* 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  I^^  all  these  res])onsible  posi^ 
tions,  he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  abt 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
mg  classes.  In  1857,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as   his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
ably prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
50ns  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
and  become  merged  in  a  population   congenial  to 
themselves."    In  1850,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 
oe  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether   they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  ^ree  States  of  the  North   should   return  to   the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 
Mr.  Johnson  was  never  ashamed  of  his  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.     "Sir," 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston-Baltimore  convention  of  i8u;,  iie 
.•vas  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
"^Presidency.  In  186 1,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
jzm  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.   In 

1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the    United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April  15, 

1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies ;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  inwnsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opposition  to,  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 
In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and   general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress;  and  he  char- 
acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.     In 
the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the   trial  began   March  23. 
It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  neariy  three 
months.     A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.     It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that   article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces- 
sary to  his  condemnation,   he  was   pronounced   ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great   majority  against 
him.     The  change  of  one  vote   from  the   not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  im potently, 
his  conflict  with  Congress.     His  own  party  did   not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency.    The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm   unpar- 
alleled since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.    Grant.      Andrew  Johnson  was    forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced   him   to    the 
President's  chair.     Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  name,  and  to  win   the   gratitude  of  a 
nation.     He  failed  utteriy.     He  retired  to  his   home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no   very   active  part  in 
politics  until  1875.     On   Jan.  26,  after   an   exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature   of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at   the   special 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.     On  the  27  th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to   his   daughter's   home,   near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparentiy  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him   unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed   away   at 
2  A.M.,  July  31,  aged  sixty-seven  years.      His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  th«  jd  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect. 
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LYSSES     S.    GRANT,    the 
eighteenth   President  of  the 
^'United  States,  was   born  on 
the  29th   of  April,    1822,   of 
Christian  parents,  in  a  humble 
home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his   father   moved    to    George- 
town, Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier   hamlet,   Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation.    At  the  age   of  seven- 
teen, in  the  year  1839,  he   entered 
the    Military    Academy    at    West 
Point.     Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
solid,  sensible  young  man   of  fair  abilities,   and   of 
sturdy,  honest  character.     He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.     In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  miHtary  posts  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.     Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond   and   exasperating 
Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resaca  de  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
he  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one 
side  of  the  anir^l,  ran  the  gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent,  with  the  fourth  infantry, 
to  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re- 
turned with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States ;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena, 111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  coundng-room,  he  said, — 
"Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army:  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  fe«l  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  Iword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  cempany  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt.  ^ 
Grant,  gave  hini  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the. 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the' 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government.     On  the  15**^  of 
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June,  1 86 1,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
general  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Major-General,  and  the  military 
Jistrict  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
[pushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
\df  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
and  enter  upon  tb/*  duties  of  bis  new  office 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  of 
the  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,  1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  saU 
vation.  The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago. 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5  th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen,  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being   cast   for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term,  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain,  . 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitendary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-hke 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23, 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  py^r  th^  death  gf 
the  illustrious  General, 
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the  nineteenth  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al- 
most three  months  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes.  His  ancestry  on  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter. It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
as  far  back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
tains, fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned  extensive  estates, 
and  had  a  large  following.  Misfor- 
cane  ovtrftaking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
land in  1680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  wa^;  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  life.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.  Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was  a  manufac- 
turer of  scythes}  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to 
Vermont  at  an  ur/known  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  he  established  a  hotel  Here  his  son  Ruth- 
erford Hayes    the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  18 13,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated  thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious^ 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me- 
chanical  turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stock- 
ing, or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  181 2,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to   Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  nor  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter 
mined  to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  1817.  He  died  July  22,  1822,  a  victim  of  malarial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son,  of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver^ 
mont,  and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  rime  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birth  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
quiring from  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
last  night."  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
tamili&r  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
liim,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right !  Stick  to 
him.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

"  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  **  You 
wait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  w<;nt  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
fister  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
sition, and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
ofothers,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
kn  his  education ;  and  as  the  boy's  health  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  but  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in  1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduatmg  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
Admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
Cession. 

\n  1849  he  moved  to  Cincinnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus..  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  subse- 
quent 'ife.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members  such  men  as'^hief  Justice  Salmon  fiChase^ 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman, 
hood.  The  Literary  Club  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  th(» 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulne^s  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas ;  but  he  declined  to  ac« 
cept  the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  dt 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Council 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1 86 1,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
tne  zenith  of  his  professional  li5,.  ^  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to  take  uo 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious.  In 
October,  186 1,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  "for gallant  and  distinguished  services 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864,  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during*  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army ;  but  he  finally  declared,  ""  I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  He  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

In  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a  popular  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in  1875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
augurated  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  however,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party^ 
but  his  admirriatration  was  an  average  oi\e 
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AMES  A.  GARFIELD,  twen- 
tieth President  of  the  United 
States,    was    born   Nov.    19, 
183 1,  in  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O      His    par- 
ents were  Abram  and    Eliza 
(Ballou)   Garfield,   both  of  New 
England  ancestry  and  from  fami- 
^,.     lies  well  known  in  the  early  his- 
p\  tory  of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
try, but  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 
ment. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
born  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
poor  Ohio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 
.ds  about  20  X  30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be- 
.v/een  the  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
riard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
cleared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built, 
f  he  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
'.heir  four  children — Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
Tames.  In  May,  1823^  the  father,  from  a  cold  con- 
tracted in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire,  died.  At 
this  time  James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
fell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his  brother's 
ceil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc- 
ceeding his  fathers  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis- 
ters live  in  Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  of 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  he*-  ctm ggles  to  keep  the  little  family  to- 


gether. Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor, 
the  humblest  fnend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  plain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  he 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.     He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.     Shel 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  the 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtair » 
some  other  kind  of  employment.     He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.    This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city 
After  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get   aboard  a   lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal.     He  re- 
mained at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  wen': 
home,    and  attended  the   seminaijr   at  Chester  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
the  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.     This  school 
was  started  by^the  Disciples  of  Christ  in   1850,  of 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.     He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  pupil.     He  soon 
"  exhausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  more ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  ft-om  which 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  ho..- 
ors  of  his  class.     He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.     As  above  stated,  he   early 
united   with   the   Christian   or   Diciples    Church    at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  m<jm- 
ber,  often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and   places  where 
he  happened  to  be.    -Dr.  Noah  Porter,  President  of 
Yale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  his  reli^on : 
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"President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
my  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
his  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  *wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called  *  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  communions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
church  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
tarian  charity  for  all  *  who  love  our  Lord  in  sincerity.*" 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  1 1,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1856, 
in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1861  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut.-Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,  1861.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
(Humphrey  Marshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army."  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army  at  Shiloh, 
in  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rosc- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "  Chief  of  Staff.'* 

The  military  Wstory  of  Gen.  Garfield  dosed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Gei?  Garfield  wa» 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty  yearii 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  There  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says :  "  Since 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  whicii 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  tk 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  whicl^ 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argu* 
ment  on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mn  Garfield." 

Upon  Jan.  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention. 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  1881,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favor  with  the  people,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College,  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inflicting  no  farther 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  peop'e 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  Sept. 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J.,  on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
worid  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted, in  one  year  after  he  committ^  the  foul  de«d. 
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HESTER     A.      ARTHUR, 

twenty-first    Presi^-wui  of  the 

United   States,   was    born    in 

Franklin  Cour.ty,  Vermont,  on 

thefifthofOdober,  1830,  andis 

the  oldest   of  a   family    of  two 

sons  and   five   daughters.     His 

father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 

Arthur,  a  Baptist  d'lrgyman,  who 

emigrated  to  tb'.s  countr)'  from 

the  county  Ant  dm,  Ireland,   in 

his  1 8th  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 

Newton ville,   neai    Albany,   after  a 

long  and  successful  ministry. 

Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S<  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  taught  school 
in  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  $500  in  his  jxjcket, 
and  ewtered  the  oflftce  of  ex- Judge 
E.  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
but  in  thd  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success- 
ful career  almost  from  the  start.  General  Arthur 
loon  afterward  nwurr^d  the  daughter  of  Lieutenant 


Hcrndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthur  s 
nomination  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon-« 
athan  Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  O'Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa- 
ny issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  eompaniei  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue  Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons  and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 
General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  him  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1 86 1,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  York,  was  added  to  the  finn.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive,  each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
20,  1 87  8,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 
Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  1880.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  Jeading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
.vas  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
vVlarch  4,  i88i,  as  President  and  "Vice-President. 
K  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those  moment*  of 
anxious  suspense,  wher  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 


tions were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God- 
like. During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr* 
Arthur's  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his*! 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar- 
field from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as  nevei 
before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  any  othei 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the  duty  q\ 
the  Vice  President  to  assume  the  responsibilities  oi 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in  New  York, 
Sept.  20,  1881.  The  position  was  an  embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se- 
lect as  advisers.  The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President  s  long  illness,' 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him ;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  own 
hands ;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  of 

affair.-  he  happily  surprised  the  nation,  acting  so 
wisel\  hat  but  few  criticised  \is  administration. 
He  served  the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate  before  his  party  for  a  second 
term.  His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con- 
vention at  Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been  selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  partyr 
for  another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 
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TEPHEN  GR0V1ER  CLEVE- 
LAND, the  twenty- second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  1837,  in  the  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
half-story  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
Americas  great  men  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
larger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "  good,  old-fashioned 
way,"  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  school  and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  thia 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayetteville  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  $100  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex« 
hibit  as  yet  any  particular  "  flashes  of  genius  "  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette- 
ville, he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teaching  was  not  hit 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
he  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
th^re  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
isk  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
speak  enthusiastically.  "  What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?"  he  asked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
law,**  was  the  reply.  "  Good  gracious'!  "  remarked 
ih«t  old  gentleman ;  "  do  you,  indeed  ?  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head?  How  much  money  have  you 
got?'*  "Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
any." 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  while  he  could  "look  around."    One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  Ihem  what  he 
wanted.     A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover's  persistency  won,  and 
he  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
Have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.     Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.     The  walk  to  and  from  his 
luncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;    and,  although 
'the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat— he  had 
^Q^e__yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "That's 
where  they  all  begin."    A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans  ; 
but  in  due  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,   Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles   through   all   their   metaphysical 
possibilities.     "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
rt,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
elected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  pi'!^/Ishment  upon  two 
ciminals.  In  1881  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
pecial reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.     In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which   were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.     As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniqub 
tous  street-cleaning  contract:    "This  is  a  time  fo\ 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.     I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money."    The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
upon recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.     To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in   18S2, 
and  his    administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.     The   mistakes   he   made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  bf  the  United 
States.     For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
II,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  compeUtors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.;  and  he 
was' elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican  statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.     President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duUes  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1885. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy 
between  those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continu- 
ance of  silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed, 
Mr.  Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before 
his  inauguration.  ,       ,      , 

On  June  2,  1886,  President  Cleveland  married 
Frances,  daughter  of  his  deceased  friend  and 
partner,  Oscar  Folsom,  of  the  Buffalo  Bar.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  daugh- 
ter, Ruth.  In  the  campaign  of  1888,  President 
Cleveland  was  renominated  by  his  party,  but  the 
Republican  candidate.  Gen.  Benjamin  Harrison, 
was  victorious.  In  the  nominations  of  1892  these 
two  candidates  for  the  highest  position  in  the  gift 
of  the  people  were  again  pitted  against  each  other 
and  President  Cleveland  was  victorious  by  an 
overwhelming  majority. 
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^NJAMIN  HARRISON,  the 

twenty-third  President,  is 
the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
historical  families  of  this 
country.  The  head  of  the 
family  was  a  Major  General 
Harrison,  one  of  Oliver 
Cromwell's  trusted  follow- 
ers and  fighters.  In  the  zenith  of  Crom- 
well's power  it  became  thj  duty  of  this 
Harrison  to  participate  in  the  trial  of 
Charles  I,  and  afterward  tc  sign  the 
death  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subse- 
qiiientiy  paid  for  this  with  his  life,  being 
hung  Oct.  13,  1660.  His  descendants 
came  to  America,  and  the  next  of  the 
family  that  appears  in  history  is  Benja- 
niin  Harrison,  of  Virginia,  great-grand- 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
after  whom  he  was  named.  Benjamin  Harrison 
was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  during 
the  years  1774-5-6,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
T7JI  three  times  elected  Gorernor  of  Virginiao 
^en    William  Henry  Harrison,  the  »on  of  Ui« 


distinguished  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  after  a  suo- 
cessful  career  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812, 
and  with -a  clean  record  as  Governor  of  the  North- 
western Territory,  was  elected  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1840.  His  caroer  was  cut  short 
by  death  within  one  month  after  Ills  inruguration. 
President  Harrison  wa,^  born  at  Nortli  Bend, 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  SO,  18S3o  His  life  up  to 
the  time  of  his  graduation  by  the  MiamiUniversity, 
at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful  one  of  a  coun- 
try lad  of  a  family  of  small  means.  His  father  was 
able  to  give  him  a  good  education,  and  nothing 
more.  He  became  engaged  while  at  college  to  tho 
daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of  a  female  schoo 
at  Oxford.  After  graduating  he  determined  to  en> 
ter  upon  the  study  of  the  law.  He  went  to  Cin 
cinnati  and  then  read  law  for  two  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  young  Harrison  received  tfca 
only  inheritance  of  his  life ;  his  aunt  dying  left  him 
a  lot  valued  at  $800.  He  regarded  this  legacy  as  a 
fortune,  and  decided  to  get  married  at  once,  take 
this  money  and  go  to  some  Eastern  town  an  I  be- 
gin the  practice  of  law.  He  sold  his  lot,  and  with 
the  money  in  his  pocket,  he  started  out  wita  his 
joung  wife  to  igbl  for  a  plaoe  m  the  world-    He 
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decided  to  go  to  Indianapolis,  which  was  eren  at 
that  time  a  town  of  promise.  He  met  with  slight 
encouragement  at  first,  making  scarcely  anything 
the  first  year.  He  worked  diligently,  applying  him- 
self closely  to  his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive 
practice  and  took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  pro- 
fession.    He  is  the  father  of  two  children. 

In  1860  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  then  be- 
gan his  experience  as  a  stump  speakei  He  can- 
vassed the  State  thoroughly,  and  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority.  In  1862  he  raised  the  17th 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  chosen  its  Colonel.  His 
regiment  was  composed  of  ^he  rawest  of  material, 
Dut  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his  time  at  first 
mastering  military  tactics  and  drilling  his  men, 
when  he  therefore  came  to  move  toward  the  East 
with  Sherman  his  regiment  was  one  of  the  best 
drilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At  Resaca  he 
especially  distinguished  himself,  and  for  his  bravery 
at  Peachtree  Creek  he  was  rnade  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral, Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of  him  in  the  most 
ijoraplimentary  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the  field 
ho  B^jpreme  Court  declared  the  office  of  the  Su- 
premo Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another  person 
was  elected  to  the  position.  From  the  time  of  leav- 
irg  Indiana  with  his  regiment  until  the  fall  oi  1864 
he  had  taken  no  leave  of  absence,  but  having  been 
nominated  that  year  for  the  same  office,  he  got  a 
thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  and  during  that  time 
made  a  brilliant  canvass  of  the  State,  and  was  elected 
for  another  terra.  He  then  started  to  rejoin  Sher- 
man, but  on  the  way  was  stricken  down  with  scarlet 
]ever,  and  after  a  most  trying  siege  made  his  way 
to  the  front  in  time  to  participate  in  the  closing 
incidents  of  the  ware 

In  1868  Gen.  Harrison  declined  re-election  as 
reporter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  laWo  In  1876 
iie  was  a  candidate  for  GovernoFo  Although  de- 
ieated,  the  brilliant  campaign  hb  made  won  ior  him 
ft  National  reputation,  and  he  was  much  sought,  es- 
pecially in  the  East,  to  make  speeches.  In  1880, 
as  usual,  he  took  an  active  part  in  uae  campaign, 
imd  wa:  elected  to  the  Tnited  States  Senate.  Here 
uh  set-ved  six  years,  and  ras  known  as  one  ox  the 
ibiest  men,  best  Utwyer*^  und  strongest  debaters  in 


that  body.  With  the  expiration  of  his  Senatoi  uil 
term  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
becoming  the  head  of  one  of  the  strongest  firms  in 
the  State. 

The  political  campaign  of  1888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  country.  The 
convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in  June  ana 
named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  standard  bearer 
of  the  Republican  party,  was  great  in  every  partic- 
ular, and  on  this  account,  and  the  attitude  it  as- 
sumfed  upon  the  vital  questions  of  the  day,  chief 
among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a  deep  interest 
in  the  campaign  throughout  the  Nation.  Shortly 
after  the  nomination  delegations  began  to  visit  Mr, 
Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his  home.  This  move- 
ment became  popular,  and  from  all  sections  of  the 
country  societies,  clubs  and  delegations  journeyed 
thither  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  distinguished 
statesman.  The  popularity  of  these  was  greatly 
increased  on  account  of  the  remarkable  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  Harrison.  He  spoke  daily  all  through 
the  summer  and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delega- 
tions, and  so  varied,  masterly  and  eloquent  were 
his  speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  American  orators  and  statesmen. 

On  account  of  his  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and  hie* 
power  as  a  debater,  he  was  called  upon  at  an  un- 
commonly early  age  to  take  part  in  the  discussion 
of  the  great  questions  that  then  began  to  agitate 
the   country.     He  was   an   uncompromising  anti 
slavery  man,  and  was  matched  against  some  of  tlie 
most  eminent  Democratic   speakers  of  his  Stdtv. 
No  man  who  felt  the  touch  of  his  blade  der^'red  'l. 
be  pitted  with  him  again.     With  all  his  e'.oq-'ence 
as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  oratorical  e.fect, 
but  his  words  always  went  like  bullets  to  the  mark 
He  is  purely  American  in  his  ideas  and  is  a  spier 
did  type  of  the  American  statesman.     Gifted  witii 
quick  perception,  a  logical  mind  and  a  ready  tongue, 
he  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  impromptu 
speakers  in  the  Nation.     Many  of  these  speeches 
sparkled  with  the  rarest  of  eloquence  and  contained 
arguments  of  greatest  weight.     Many  of  his  terse 
statements  have  already  become  aphorisms.     Origi- 
nal in  thoughtc)  precise  la  logic,  terse  in  statement, 
yet  withal  faultless  in  eloquence,  he  is  recognized  as 
t^«  sound  statesman  and  brill  Ian:  orator  o  ta^  day 
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HE  time  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the 
people  of  this  county  to  per- 
petuate the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of  their  early  settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.  The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
graphical history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
«iafe  vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
the  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
heritage,  are  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
3f  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preser- 
vation of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  propor- 
tion ^.o  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
Th'^  pyramids  of  Egypt  were  built  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.  The  exhu- 
mations made  by  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those  people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  theii 
great  acliievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  AH 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex- 
treme, give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac- 
ters of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived,  r  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity ; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action ;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  though 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe,  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  cemts 
tery  will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  truth  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone :  to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  live? 
are  unworthy  of  public  record 
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ON.  WALLACE  A.  PRESTON,  Mayor  of 
St.   Joseph,  is  one  of  the  intluential  and 
successful  business  men  of  the  city.     The 
^^     Champion  Planing  Mill,  of  which  he  is  the 
owner,  is  located  near  the  iron  bridge  spanning 
tlie  St.  Joseph  River,  and  thus,  by  its  splendid  sit- 
uation,   has   the   best   of   shipping   facilities.     In 
connection  with  the  mill  is  a  large  lumber-yard, 
and   Mr.  Preston  conducts  an  extensive  business 
as  a  dealer  in  lumber  and  manufacturer  of  build- 
ers'   materials.     He   gives   steady   work  to  about 
thirty  employes,  and  through  his  excellent  judg- 
ment and  energy  has  built  up  an  extensive  trade. 
Mr.  Preston  is  a  native  of  the  city  where  he  now 
holds  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 
He  was  born   October  22,   1842,  and  is  the  son  of 
Fowler  J.  and  Annjenette  (Loomis)  Preston,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Massachusetts.     The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Joel  Preston,  was   also  a  na- 
tive of  the  Old  Bay  State  and  was  a  descendant  of 
good  and  substantial  Puritan  stock.     He  was  loyal 
to  his  country  and  served  with  bravery  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution.     Fowler  J.  Preston  was  a  builder 
and  contractor  by  occupation,  and  as  early  as  1829 
removed  to  Michigan,  settling  in  St.  Joseph.     He 
soon  became  closely  identified  with  the  progress  of 
this  section   of  the  State  and  served  as  the  first 
Sheriff  of  Berrien  County.     A  man  of  great  en- 
ergy, force  of  character  and  determination,  he  was 
prominent  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  county 
and  was  well  and  favorably  known.     His  death 
occurred  in   1843,  and  he  was  widely  mourned  as 
a  public  loss. 

In    this   connection,  it  will  be  appropriate  to 


make  some  mention  of  the  mother  of  our  subject. 
This  worthy  woman  occupied  a  prominent  place 
among  the  pioneers  of  Berrien  County.  Indus- 
trious and  economical,  she  aided  her  husband  in 
establishing  a  home,  and  knew  no  higher  ambition 
than  to  labor  for  the  welfare  of  her  husband  and 
children.  She  passed  away  at  St.  Joseph  in  1891, 
upon  the  eightieth  anniversary  of  her  birth.  She 
is  still  held  in  loving  remembrance  in  the  hearts 
of  her  children,  who  owe  much  to  her  example  and 
precept. 

The  eldest  ol  three  sons,  Wallace  A.  Preston 
passed  his  early  school  days  in  St.  Joseph.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  left  school  and  became  a  clerk  in 
a  grocery  store,  where  he  was  employed  for  four 
years.  From  childhood  he  had  the  sailor's  love 
for  the  sea,  and  as  soon  as  he  attained  manhood 
he  indulged  his  long-cherished  hope  of  becoming 
a  sailor.  For  six  years  he  was  employed  on  a  boat 
that  plied  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan.  During 
the  Civil  War  he  entered  the  naval  service,  and 
for  eighteen  months  was  on  the  sea  in  the  defense 
of  the  Union,  being  located  during  most  of  that 
time  at  Key  West  and  Pensacola,  Fla.,  and  New 
Orleans.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service,  and  returned  to  St.  Joseph  in 
May,  1865. 

Upon  returning  to  this  city  Mr.  Preston  em- 
barked in  the  lumber  business,  and  soon  afterward 
built  a  planing  mill,  which  he  still  conducts  in 
connection  with  his  lumber  yard.  He  was  married 
in  January,  1873,  to  Miss  Mary  E.,  daughter  of 
William  P.  Kinney,  of  Benton  Harbor.  Mrs.  Pres- 
ton was  born  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  is  the 
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mother  of  six  children,  namely:  William  W., 
Loomis  K.,  Maud  E.,  Arthur  G.,  Nathan  E.  and 
John  D.  Mrs.  Preston  is  a  member  qf  the  First 
Congregational  Church. 

With  the  public  affairs  of  St.  Joseph  Mr.  Pres- 
ton has  always  been  quite  closely  identified,  and 
is  an  earnest  advocate  of  Republican  principles. 
For  two  terms  he  served  as  Treasurer  of  St.  Joseph 
and  filled  the  oflSce  of  President  of  the  village  in 
1880.  In  1893  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  city, 
and  is  discharging  the  responsible  duties  of  that 
place  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  his  constituents.  In  his  social  connections 
he  is  identified  with  Pomona  Lodge  No.  281,  F. 
&  A.  M.,  and  is  also  a  member  of  Burnett  Lodge 
No.  119,  L  O.  O.  F. 


^^RANK  H.  PLATT.  This  gentleman,  who 
iiii^  is  the  most  eflScient  Secretary  and  Treas- 
/![  urer  of  the  Benton  Harbor  Milling  Com- 
pany, is  a  product  of  Michigan,  born  in  Berrien 
county,  and  the  only  son  and  child  born  to  George 
W.  and  Jane  E.  (Crandall)  Piatt.  His  father 
was  also  born  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  but  his 
ancestors  for  many  generations  were  born  in  the 
Old  Bay  State.  The  elder  Mr.  Piatt  is  living  retired 
in  Benton  Harbor,  and  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
have  a  very  pleasant  home  here. 

Frank  H.  Piatt  received  a  good  practical  edu- 
ucation  in  the  schools  of  St.  Joseph,  and  later 
entered  the  business  college  of  Bryant  <fe  Stratton, 
at  Chicago,  111.,  where  he  graduated  in  1878. 
After  finishing  his  education  he  was  engaged  as 
city  buyer  for  a  wholesale  carriage  hardware  house 
of  Chicago,  and  followed  this  successfully  for  two 
years.  Returning  to  Benton  Harbor,  he  assisted 
his  father  in  the  hardware  business  from  1882 
until  1889,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in  other 
business  enterprises  for  some  time.  In  1890  he 
became  a  member  of  the  Benton  Harbor  Milling 
Company,  and  on  the  19th  of  May  of  that  year  he 


was  made  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  He  was  one  of 
the  incorporators  of  the  company,  which  was 
brought  into  existence  in  1887,  with  George  B. 
Tatman  for  President  and  Norman  Sage  as  Vice- 
President. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  flourishing  establish- 
ments of  Benton  Harbor,  which  holds  a  place 
among  the  leading  and  most  active  cities  of  south- 
western Michigan.  The  mill  has  a  capacity  of 
two  hundred  barrels  every  twenty-four  hours.  It 
is  run  by  steam  power,  and  the  produce  is  shipped 
all  over  the  country.  This  business  gives  employ- 
ment to  many  men,  experienced  in  their  separate 
branches,  and  the  building  is  a  decided  ornament 
to  the  town.  It  has  every  device  known  to  mill- 
ing science,  and  is  up  with  and  ahead  of  the  times. 
Mr.  Piatt  is  a  practical  and  successful  business 
man,  and  persevering,  active  and  enterprising,  he 
highly  deserves  the  success  that  has  fallen  to 
his  lot. 

Mr.  Piatt  selected  his  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Jennie  Kingsley,  a  native  of  St.  Joseph,  Mich., 
and  the  daughter  of  George  W.  Kingsley.  Their 
nuptials  were  celebrated  July  17th,  1885,  and  she 
died  on  the  17th  of  July,  1887,  leaving  a  son, 
George  Fernleigh.  On  the  25th  of  October,  1890, 
Mr.  Piatt  was  married  to  Miss  Wilhelmina  Meech, 
of  Benton  Harbor,  and  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Meech,  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  place. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Piatt  is  a  Republican 
and  has  evjer  advocated  the  principles  of  that 
party.  Socially,  he  is  a  Mason,  a  member  of  Lake 
Shoie  Lodge  No.  298  and  also  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  besides  other  organizations. 


.J=s®. 


i>-^^<^ 


irii)  ^^^^^  ^'  WORDEN,  a  well-known  citi- 
|Li^  zen  of  Benton  Harbor,  owns  and  occupies 
1\  an  attractive  residence  at  No.  128  Brun- 
^^  son  Avenue.  For  a  period  covering  about 
thirty-five  years  he  was  actively  identified  with 
the  business  interests  of  this  place,  and  his  retire- 
ment, which  was  of  recent  date,  will  probably  not 
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be  permanent.  Alike  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  a  private  citizen  and  as  a  brave  soldier 
in  defense  of  the  Union,  he  has  been  fearless, 
loyal  and  true,  and  has  worthily  won  the  high 
place  he  occupies  in  the  regard  of  others. 

Born  in  Rochester,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  Au- 
gust 16,  1833,  our  subject  is  the  son  of  Salmon  B. 
and  Mahetabelle  (Vibber)  Worden,  natives  of  Ver- 
mont. Up  to  the  age  of  ten  years,  he  spent  his 
boyhood  in  Rochester,  and  removed  thence  lo 
Michigan  with  his  parents,  settling  in  Adrian, 
where  his  father  held  the  pastorate  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  In  that  city  Rodman  M. 
acquired  a  thorough  education,  that  fitted  him  for 
the  successful  discharge  of  life's  duties.  After 
leaving  school  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  butcher, 
being  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  employ  of 
John  S.  Brown. 

In  1858  Mr.  Worden  opened  a  meat-market  at 
Three  Rivers,  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich.,  where  he 
carried  on  a  large  and  profitable  business  for  one 
year;  but  deeming  the  location  of  Benton  Harbor 
and  the  opportunities  offered  a  business  man  here 
superior  to  those  of  Three  Rivers,  he  came  to  this 
village  and  opened  a  meat-market,  it  being  the  first 
in  the  place.  Here  he  was  engaged  in  supplying 
the  wants  of  his  customers  when  the  war  broke 
out,  and,  fired  with  zeal  on  his  country's  behalf, 
he  enlisted,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  B, 
Sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  commanded  by  Col.  Cur- 
ten  ius.  His  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of 
the  Gulf  and,  marching  to  the  front,  was  afterward 
identified  with  the  history  of  the  Civil  War  in 
the  South.  With  his  company  our  subject  par- 
ticipated in  many  of  the  hard-fought  and  deci- 
sive engagements  of  the  war,  among  which  may 
be  mentioned  the  battles  of  Baton  Rouge,  Bayou 
LeTase  and  Bayou  Lafeaux  and  the  siege  of  Port 
Hudson. 

Mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Kalamazoo, 
Mich.,  in  1864,  Mr.  Worden  returned  direct  to 
Benton  Harbor  and  resumed  business  operations, 
continuing  until  April,  1893,  when  he  disposed  of 
the  meat-market.  He*  is  a  man  who  gives  though t- 
ful  interest  and  attention  to  the  questions  of  the 
day,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a  pronounced 
Republican.     His    fellow-citizens,  recognizing  the 


possession  of  qualities  admirably  adapting  him 
for  ofl3cial  position,  have  chosen  him  to  occupy 
positions  of  trust.  For  fourteen  years  he  served 
as  an  Alderman  and  he  has  also  been  President  of 
the  Village  Board  two  years.  In  regard  to  social 
connections,  he  is  a  member  of  Benton  Lodge 
No.  132, 1.  O.  O.  F.;  the  Knights  of  Honor  and 
George  H.  Thomas  Post  No.  14,  G.  A.  R.  His 
marriage  occurred  in  February,  1871,  at  which 
time  he  was  united  with  Miss  Irean  Vanderbeek. 
Mrs.  Worden  is  a  daughter  of  Ambrose  Vander- 
beek, who  was  born  in  New  York  and  in  an  early 
day  settled  in  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  but  is  now  a 
resident  of  Benton  Harbor.  The  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Worden  has  been  blessed  b}'  the  birth  of 
one  daughter,  Minnie. 


^^^♦^•{.L 


f}^^^^^ 


JUDGE  WILLIAM  P.  BENNETT,  elected  to 
the  Bench  of  the  Probate  Court  of  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  in  1868,  has  continuously 
held  this  honored  position  for  nearly  a  quar- 
ter of  a  centurj^  and  in  the  twenty-five  years  of 
his  term  of  public  service  has  given  unqualified 
satisfaction  to  all  the  residents  of  the  county. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Maulmain,  Burmah,  Oc- 
tober 17,  1831.  His  parents,  Cephas  and  Stella 
(Kneeland)  Bennett,  were  natives  of  central  New 
York,  who  were  sent  out  by  the  American  Board 
of  Commissioners  of  Foreign  Missions  in  1829  to 
labor  in  the  mission  service  in  Burmah.  The  fa- 
ther was  a  printer  by  trade,  and  took  out  to  Asia 
the  first  iron  press  ever  carried  to  that  country. 
The  mother  devoted  her  time  mainly  to  learning 
the  language,  but  with  patient  Christian  influence 
wrought  much  of  good  in  that  benighted  land. 
When  William  P.  was  nine  years  of  age  his  par- 
ents revisited  their  native  land,  and  on  returning 
to  India  left  their  son  in  New  York  State.  Mr. 
Bennett  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  instruction  in 
excellent  educational  institutions  of  central  New 
York,  and  in  the  Empire  State  attained  to  man- 
hood. 
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Our  subject  entered  the  bonds  of  matrimony  at 
a  very  early  age,  having  not  reached  his  majority 
when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa 
Brokau,  on  the  5th  of  October,  1850.  Mrs.  Bennett 
was  a  native  of  Cayuga  County,  and  was  reared, 
educated  and  married  in  the  locality  of  her  early 
home.  In  1851,  the  young  husband  and  wife 
journeyed  to  Michigan,  and  in  1852  settled  in 
Marcellus,  where  for  seventeen  years  Mr.  Bennett 
industriously  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
During  his  long  residence  in  Marcellus,  our  subject 
held  various  offices,  and  was  for  ten  years  an 
efficient  Supervisor  of  the  town.  Upon  January 
1,  1869,  shortly  after  his  election  to  the  Bench, 
Judge  Bennett  located  permanently  in  Cassopolis, 
and  devoted  himself  entirely  to  the  affairs  of  his 
judicial  offiqe. 

The  family  of  Judge  and  Mrs.  Bennett  consists 
of  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Douglas  Roben,  a  Lieutenant  of  the  United 
States  Navy;  the  sons  being  Alton  W.  Bennett,  of 
Big  Rapids,  Mich.,  and  Francis  Marion  Bennett,  of 
the  United  States  Navy.  Francis  Bennett  entered 
the  naval  service  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  in  1874,  and 
graduated  from  that  renowned  military  academy 
in  1879.  He  then  served  on  board  the  "  Pow- 
hatan "  and  "Tennessee,"  Fourth  North  Atlantic 
Squadron,  for  five  years,  and  afterward  on  the  East 
India  Station.  The  succeeding  two  years  he  was 
detailed  as  instructor  in  steam  engineering  in  the 
training  school  at  Chicago,  and  subsequently  served 
upon  the  "Chicago,''  later  taking  a  cruise  in 
the  "Enterprise ''  to  the  Mediterranean  and  the 
coast  of  Europe  and  Africa.  Afterward  he  was 
detailed  for  service  in  the  office  of  Chief  Engineer 
Melville,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and,  being  Past 
Assistant  Engineer  of  the  navy,  was  finally  de- 
tailed to  take  charge  of  the  naval  exhibit  at  the 
World's  Columbian  Exposition. 

Both  the  paternal  and  maternal  ancestors  of  our 
subject,  the  Bennetts  and  Kneelands,  were  of 
distinguished  New  England  lineage.  They  were 
dwellers  in  Connecticut  for  many  generations,  and 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Middlesex 
County.  The  maternal  great-grandfather,  Jona- 
than Kneeland,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  en- 
listing April  1,  1775,  at  East  Haddam,  Conn.     He 


entered  the  struggle  for  independence  as  a  private 
in  the  company  of  John  Willey.  He  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  from  active  military  duty  in  1777.  In- 
heriting the  sturdy  patriotism  of  his  forefathers. 
Judge  Bennett  has  ever  been  a  true  and  loyal  citi- 
zen. He  is  in  political  affiliation  a  Republican, 
and  has  from  his  earliest  manhood  been  ardently 
interested  in  local  and  national  issues.  Occupy- 
ing the  Probate  Bench  with  dignity  and  ability, 
he  has  won  the  confidence  and  regard  of  his  co- 
workers and  fellow-citizens,  and  is  held  in  high 
esteem  by  all  the  residents  of  Cass  County. 


AMILTON  S.  McM ASTER,  M.  D.,  a  well- 
known  physician  and  surgeon  residing  in 
Dowagiac,  has  for  many  years  been  a  prom- 
inent figure  in  the  medical  circles  of  west- 
ern Michigan  and  is  a  skillful  and  Influential  rep- 
resentative of  the  Eclectic  School  of  Medicine. 
A  native  of  New  York,  he  was  born  in  West  Sparta, 
Livingston  County,  on  the  30th  of  December, 
1842,  being  the  son  of  Robert  and  Lucy  L.  (Ham- 
ilton) McMaster.  Tracing  his  lineage,  we  find 
that  he  is  the  grandson  of  Ebenezer  and  the  great- 
grandson  of  Edward  McMaster.  The  ancestor 
last  named  emigrated  from  Dublin,  Ireland  (his 
native  place),  to  America  when  a  boy  and  served 
throughout  the  entire  period  of  the  Revolutionary 
War.  His  four  children  were  Ebenezer,  John, 
Richard  and  William.  The  father  of  Edward  Mc- 
Master, Richard  by  name,  was  a  seafaring  man, 
and  served  on  an  American  privateer  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  his  death  occurring  at  sea. 

Ebenezer  McMaster,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Morristown,  N.  J.,  and  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
worked  for  a  number  of  years  in  a  lumber  camp 
on  Pine  Creek.  He  was  a  pioneer  of  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  identified  with  its  devel- 
opment from  the  very  earliest  days  of  its  history. 
At  one  time  he  pounded  a  rabid  wolf  with  a  fence 
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stake,  and,  as  he  was  a  man  of  powerful  physique, 
he  succeeded  in  overcoming  his  dangerous  foe. 
When  the  city  of  Buffalo  was  threatened  by  the 
British,  he  and  his  neighbors  started  for  that  place, 
but  met  others  returning,  as  the  danger  was  over, 
and  turned  back.  He  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Betsey  Kennedy,  became  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  all  of  whom  attained  manhood 
and  womanhood,  and  six  are  now  living.  Eben- 
ezer  McMaster  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
five,  passing  away  June  15,  1866. 

Robert  McMaster  w^as  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth  in  his  father's  family,  the  others  being  James, 
Rebecca  and  Linda  (twins),  Philemon,  Ebenezer 
and  Richard,  and  five  now  deceased.  He  was  born 
in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  in  February  of  1811, 
and  was  reared  in  his  native  place.  There  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Lucy  L.  Hamilton,  of  Spring  Water, 
Livingston  County.  Her  father,  Stoddard  Hamil- 
ton, was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Plattsburg,  as  well  as  in  other 
memorable  engagements.  After  their  marriage 
the  parents  of  our  subject  remained  in  Livingston 
County  until  they  were  parted  by  the  death  of 
the  husband  and  father,  which  occurred  January 
15,  1866.  He  left  five  children,  who  are  still  liv- 
ing. In  1869,  accompanied  by  her  family,  Mrs. 
McMaster  removed  to  Shelby  ville,  Shelby  County, 
Mo.,  where  she  remained  until  her  death,  Novem- 
ber 21,  1882. 

Of  the  parental  family  we  note  the  following: 
William  A.  is  a  farmer  residing  in  Shelby  County, 
Mo.,  near  the  village  of  Shelby  ville;  Eugene  is  en- 
gaged as  a  manufacturer  and  dealer  in  real-estate 
at  Quincy,  III.;  Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  Myron  L. 
Ward,  a  farmer  located  near  Shelby  ville.  Mo.;  Em- 
erson P.  resides  at  Hazelton,  Barton  County, 
Kan.;  Albert  P.,  Gilbert  C.  and  Robert  Parker 
died  of  scarlet  fever  when  children.  The  father 
of  this  family  was  an  honorable  and  upright  man, 
generous  and  kind-hearted,  and  was  highly  re- 
garded throughout  the  community. 

In  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  our  subject  was 
reared,  and  there  he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  common  schools.  Later,  he  was 
for  two  terms  a  student  in  the  seminary  at  Dan- 
ville, N.  Y.     With  his  brother  William,  he  enlisted 


in  1862  as  a  member  of  Company  B,  One  Hundred 
and  Thirtieth  New  York  Infantry.  One  year  later 
the  regiment  was  changed  to  cavalry,  and  was 
known  as  the  First  New  York  Dragoons.  With 
others  of  the  regiment  Mr.  McMaster  participated 
in  the  various  engagements  of  the  army,  including 
the  cavalry  charge  at  Manassas  Junction,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  the  war  was  mustered  out  of 
service,  on  the  8th  of  June,  1865. 

Returning  to  his  home  in  New  York,  Mr.  Mc- 
Master resumed  his  literary  studies,  which  had 
been  so  seriouslj^  interrupted.  In  1867  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  for  a  time  attended  the  college  at 
Albion,  after  which  he  engaged  in  teaching  at 
Litchfield  and  Charlotte.  In  1868  he  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine,  which  he  continued  in 
1869-70  at  the  Cincinnati  Eclectic  Institute,  and 
subsequently  at  the  Bennett  Medical  College,  at 
Chicago,  graduating  from  the  latter  institution  in 
May,  1871.  He  conducted  the  practice  of  his 
profession  for  a  short  time  at  Battle  Creek,  Mich., 
but  after  three  months  there  came  to  Dowagiac, 
in  September,  1871,  and  has  since  made  this  place 
his  home,  with  the  exception  of  eighteen  months 
spent  at  Grand  Rapids. 

November  7,  1872,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Dr. 
McMaster  to  Miss  Mary  F.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Ed- 
ward S.  Stebbins,  who  for  many  years  was  a  prom- 
inent citizen  of  East  Liverpool,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Mc- 
Master was  born  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  was 
there  educated,  coming  to  Michigan  from  the  Bay 
State  in  1868.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Gertrude  L.,  Edward  S. 
and  Robert  Parker.  Edward  Js  attending  the 
Ypsilanti  Business  College,  and  the  other  children 
are  at  home.  Politically,  Dr.  McMaster  is  a  Pro- 
hibitionist and  is  Chairman  of  the  Congressional 
Committee  of  the  Fourth  District.  In  his  social 
connections,  he  is  identified  with  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  and  the  Knights  of  Honor,  having 
served  as  Dictator  in  the  last-named  organization, 
and  being  examining  surgeon  for  both  societies. 
With  his  wife  he  holds  membership  in  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  at  Dowagiac.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society  and  was 
its  Secretary  from  the  date  of  its  organization  un- 
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til  1891;  he  is  also  identified  with  the  National 
Eclectic  Medical  Society.  His  medical  library  is 
one  of  the  best  in  the  county  and  he  is  well 
equipped  with  instruments  of  all  kinds.  His  office 
is  in  his  residence,  at  No.  7  Division  Street,  Do- 
wag:  iac. 


■  »■  p  i  n  I  pi  ki  y  >■ 
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J^  OSEPH  H.  WATSON,  a  successful  contractor 
and  builder  and  a  well-known  resident  of 
j  Benton  Harbor,  was  born  in  Clarion  County, 
Pa.,  June  23,  1830.  He  traces  his  lineage 
through  a  long  line  of  worthy  and  patriotic  Amer- 
ican ancestors  to  England  and  Scotland,  whence 
in  an  early  day  members  of  the  family  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  and  established  homes  in  the 
midst  of  the  then  unsettled  country.  The  pater- 
nal grandfather  of  our  subject  bore  the  name  of 
Thomas  Watson,  while  his  father,  James,  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania  and  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. The  mother  of  Joseph  H.  was  Esther,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Rainey,  and  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
State. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  fifth  of  a  fam- 
ily of  ten  children.  He  spent  his  boyhood  days 
in  Clarion  and  Butler  Counties,  Pa.,  his  parents 
having  removed  to  the  latter  place  when  he  was  a 
lad  of  ten.  He  remained  on  the  home  farm  assisting 
his  father  in  the  work  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  when  he  commenced  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter  and  builder,  and  upon  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  apprenticeship  worked  as 
a  "jour''  throughout  various  parts  of  the  State  for 
two  years.  In  1856  he  went  to  Wabasha  County, 
Minn.,  and  settling  in  the  village  of  Lake  City,  re- 
mained for  ten  years,  meantime  establishing  an  ex- 
cellent reputation  as  a  skillful,  diligent  workman 
and  enterprising  man. 

Coming  to  Benton  Harbor  in  1866,  Mr.  Watson 
purchased  a  fruit  farm  of  ten  acres  in  Benton 
Township,  where  he  engaged  in  raising  small  fruits 
and  berries.  At  the  same  time  he  was  employed 
at  his  trade.     In   1888  he  removed  to  the  city  of 


Benton  Harbor,  where  he  has  since  been  busily  oc- 
cupied in  contracting  and  building,  having  erected 
some  of  the  most  elegant  and  attractive  residences 
in  the  city.  As  a  designer  and  architect  he  pos- 
sesses considerable  ability,  his  plans  being  practical 
and  his  buildings  symmetrical.  His  residence  on  the 
corner  of  Garfield  and  Ohio  Streets  is  a  new  frame 
structure,  commodious  and  conveniently  arrranged, 
and  is  one  of  the  coziest  homes  in  the  place. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-six  years  Mr.  Watson  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  L.  Grow,  who  was  born  August 
29,  1856,  in  East  Palmyra,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
being  the  daughter  of  Ambrose  and  Sarah  (God- 
frey) Grow,  natives  of  Vermont  and  Massachu- 
setts, respectively.  Three  children  were  born  to. 
bless  this  home:  James  L.,  now  a  farmer  residing 
on  the  old  home  farm  in  this  township;  Burton  G., 
who  is  a  physician  and  makes  his  home  in  Benton 
Harbor;  and  Byron  S.,  a  mason  by  trade.  In  his 
social  connections  Mr.  Watson  is  identified  with 
Benton  Lodge  No.  132, 1.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  is 
a  prominent  member  and  active  worker.  He  is  a 
man  to  whom  success  has  not  come  fortuitously^ 
but  the  large  measure  of  prosperity  crowning  his 
exertions  is  the  result  of  his  industry  and  constant 
application.  He  is  known  and  honored  as  one  of 
the  most  successful  business  men  of  Benton  Har- 
bor. In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church. 


J 7  OHN  J.  RITTER,  a  leading  business  man  of 
Dowagiac,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  now  engaged 
j  in  the  grocery,  coal  and  feed  business,  is 
^  /  the  grandson  of  John  and  Sarah  (Lybrook) 
Ritter,  pioneer  settlers  of  the  State.  John  Ritter 
located  near  Niles,  Berrien  County,  in  1828,  and  on 
August  29  of  the  same  yesir  made  his  home  in 
La  Grange  Township,  Cass  Count}^,  where  he  en- 
tered land  from  the  Government.  Two  days  after, 
August  31, 1829,  Grandfather  Ritter  was  killed  by 
a  stroke  of  lightning,  and  his  wife  was  so  severely 
injured  at  the  same  time  that  she  died  from  the 
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effects  a  few  years  later.  Of  the  five  children 
born  unto  John  and  Sarah  Ritter,  three  were  sons. 
One  child  passed  away  in  infancy,  and  four  lived 
to  maturity.  Hannah,  the  eldest  of  the  family, 
died  in  Cassopolis  some  years  ago.  Ilenry  was  a 
Cass  County  farmer  and  devoted  himself  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  all  of  his  life.  Harriet  M.  was 
tliird  in  order  of  birth.  Joseph  R.  Ritter  was  the 
efficient  Treasurer  of  Cass  Count}^  for  four  years. 
David  M.  Ritter,  the  second  youngest  child  and 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  but  five  years  of  age 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan.  He 
attained  to  manhood  upon  the  old  La  Grange  home- 
stead, remaining  tliere  until  his  marriage  with  Miss 
Melinda  Reniston,  a  native  of  Indiana.  Her  father, 
William  Reniston,  came  to  La  Grange  Township  in 
1830,  and  located  near  the  site  of  Dowagiac,  upon 
the  land  since  known  as  the  Spalding  Mill  prop- 
erty. There  Grandfather  Reniston  set  up  a  card- 
ing-mill  and  afterward  ran  a  gristmill,  but  sold  out 
in  1834  and  settled  on  a  farm  located  upon  section 
17.  He  resided  on  the  homestead  for  many  years 
and  successfully  engaged  in  agriculture,  living  to 
an  advanced  age,  being  eighty-nine  years  of  age 
when  he  died  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.  William 
Reniston  was  born  in  Mifflin,  Pa.,  in  1796.  Ener- 
getic and  enterprising,  he  made  his  home  in  the 
West  in  1818,  and  located  in  Noble  County,  Ind. 
Melinda,  now  the  widow  of  David  M.  Ritter,  was 
the  eldest  child  of  Grandfather  Reniston.  Mary 
PI,  the  second-born,  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Spald- 
ing, of  La  Grange  Township,  Cass  County.  Imme- 
diately after  his  marriage,  Father  Ritter  bought  a 
farm  on  section  8,  and  devoted  himself  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil  until  1865,  when  he  removed 
to  Dowagiac,  where  he  died  in  August  of  the  same 
year.  Three  children  had  been  born  unto  the 
parents,  two  of  whom  yet  survive.  Joseph  A. 
died  at  the  age  of  nine  or  ten  years;  William  R. 
resides  in  Berrien  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.; 
John  J.,  our  subject,  was  born  July  6,  1848,  upon  the 
homestead,  in  La  Grange  Township,  Cass  County. 
The  Ritters  were  among  the  pioneers  of  this  part 
of  Michigan,  and  the 'father  was  one  of  the  most 
successful  farmers  of  this  section  of  country. 
Through  his  own  efforts  he  had  accumulated  val- 
uable property  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  the 


owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  improved  acres 
of  land.  Politically,  David  M.  Ritter  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat. He  was  a  man  of  upright  character,  highly 
esteemed,  and  a  member  of  the  Dunkard  Church 
who  aided  liberally  in  its  good  work. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  3^ears  upon  the  old 
farm  and  attended  the  schools  of  the  county. 
Arrived  at  manhood,  John  J.  Ritter  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Cynthia  Bucklin,  February  22, 
1870.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Ritter,  William  P.  Buck- 
lin. was  a  pioneer  of  Cass  County,  but  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  the  Quaker  State  De- 
cember 20,  1816.  When  two  years  old,  Mr.  Buck- 
lin emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Sandusky  County, 
Ohio,  and  at  fourteen  years  of  age  came  to  the 
farther  West,  locating  in  Mottville,  St.  Joseph 
County,  Mich.  The  early  death  of  Mr.  Bucklin 's 
father  left  a  large  family  dependent  upon  the 
elder  son  and  widowed  mother.  Faithful  to  his 
filial  obligations,  Mr.  Bucklin  aided  in  the  support 
and  education  of  his  brothers  and  sisters.  Janu- 
ary 26,  1839,  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Lilly,  daughter  of  David  and  Mary  Lilly,  both  of 
Scotch  descent.  Having  bought  a  small  farm  of 
forty  acres,  the  young  couple  began  life  upon  their 
own  account.  Eight  years  later  they  removed  to 
La  Grange  Township,  where  Mr.  Bucklin  passed 
away,  August  20,  1866.  He  was  a  man  respected 
and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him  and  his  death 
was  mourned  as  a  loss  to  the  community  among 
whom  he  had  spent  so  many  years  of  usefulness. 
The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  July  10,  1848,  in 
La  Grange  Township.  After  their  marriage,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ritter  made  their  home  on  the  old  farm, 
where  they  continued  to  reside  until  1886,  when 
they  located  in  Dowagiac.  Our  subject,  however, 
engaged  in  agriculture  until  1891,  when  he  bought 
out  H.  Tancray  and  devoted  himself  to  his  present 
line  of  business. 

The  firm,  well  and  favorably  known,  is  Bates 
<fe  Ritter.  Mr.  Rittter  still  owns  and  controls  his 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  La  Grange  Township,  the 
land  being  used  for  general  agriculture  and  stock- 
raising.  Our  subject  has  also  a  half-interest  in  a 
farm  of  two  hundred  acres  located  in  Howard 
Township.  The  other  half-interest  is  held  b}^ 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Cassopolis,  Mich.     The 
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home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ritter  was  blessed,  December 
12,  1874,  with  the  birth  of  their  son  Jesse  W.,  who 
resides  w^ith  his  parents.  Mr.  Ritter  is  politically 
a  Democrat.  He  is  a  strong  temperance  man,  and 
an  ardent  Prohibitionist.  For  three  years  he  served 
with  great  acceptability  as  Commissioner  of  La 
Grange  Township.  Fraternally,  he  is  connected 
with  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  the  Capital  Building  and  Loan  Associa- 
tion of  Lansing,  Mich.  Intimately  associated  with 
the  growth  and  upward  progress  of  the  best  in- 
terests of  his  home  locality,  Mr.  Ritter  enjoys  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  a  large  acquaintance  and 
is  numbered  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  Cass 
County. 


J.  ATWELL,  a  successful  and  prominent 
I— f^  attorney-at-law  of  Cass  County,  and  an  in- 
JIP^  fluential  citizen  of  Dowagiac,  was  born  in 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y.  in  the  ^30s.  The  family 
of  which  lie  is  an  honored  representative  occupied 
a  leading  place  among  the  people  of  New  York  for 
many  generations.  His  grandfather,  Levi  Atwell, 
was  one  of  those  brave  men  who  during  the  War 
of  1812  fought  in  defense  of  our  nation.  In  his 
political  belief  he  was  a  stanch  Whig  and  was  noted 
in  his  day  for  his  opposition  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Joseph  Atwell,  was  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
by  his  marriage  with  Annie,  daughter  of  John 
Freeman,  had  four  children,  only  two  of  whom  are 
now  living.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  county 
of  his  birth,  and  after  completing  the  studies  of  the 
common  schools  attended  Albion  Academy,  in 
t^ew  York  State.  After  he  had  completed  his  lit- 
erary education,  he  commenced  to  read  law  with 
Hon.  C.  H.  Holmes,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Or- 
leans County  and  an  able  jurist  in  his  day. 

When  Lincoln  issued  his  famous  call  for  seventy- 
five  thousand  volunteers  in  May  of  1861,  our  sub- 
ject was  one  of  the  first  to  enlist.     He  became  a 


member  of  Company  K,  Twenty-seventh  New  York 
Infantry,  commanded  by  Col.  Slocum,  a  famous 
officer  in  the  war  and  now  a  resident  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  In  the  same  regiment  was  the  now  illustrious 
Albion  Tourgee,  the  writer  and  editor.  Among 
the  engagements  in  which  Mr.  Atwell  participated 
may  be  mentioned  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  the 
battles  of  Yorktown  and  West  Point,  and  the  num- 
erous engagements  of  the  Peninsular  campaign, 
including  the  seven-days  fight  before  Richmond. 
During  the  last-named  battle  he  was  in  the  thickest 
of  the  fight,  having  his  horse  struck  three  times 
by  bullets,  but  through  the  fearful  carnage  and 
horror  of  bloodshed  he  stood  manfully  at  the  post 
of  duty.  At  the  expiration  of  the  seven  days  he 
had  become  so  weak  that  he  could  not  get  on  his 
horse  without  aid.  Later  he  took  part  in  the  sec- 
ond battle  of  Bull  Run,  the  battles  of  Antietam, 
Lookout  Mountain,  Chancellorsville,  Fredericks- 
burg and  many  minor  engagements. 

On  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  in  1863, 
Mr.  Atwell  returned  home  and  resumed  his  legal 
studies,  and  in  the  same  year  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  In  the  Empire  State  it  was 
necessary  to  pass  a  very  rigid  examination  before 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  Mr.  Atwell  was  examined 
by  such  men  as  the  noted  jurists,  Davis,  Gr  over  and 
Daniels.  After  his  admission  to  the  Bar  he  went 
to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  where  he  opened  an  office  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  re- 
mained in  that  city  from'  1864  until  1868, and  dur- 
ing the  last  year  of  his  residence  there  he  tempo- 
rarily lost  the  use  of  his  eyes. 

Leaving  Memphis  in  1868,  Mr.  Atwell  went  to 
Sioux  City,  Iowa,  then  a  place  of  eighteen  hundred 
people.  In  1869  he  came  to  Dowagiac,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  He  was  married  in  October, 
1871,  to  Mrs.  Ellen  Clark,  nee  Thomas,  a  native  of 
Battle  Creek,  Mich.  Politically,  Mr.  Atwell  is  a 
Republican  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  State 
and  National  polities.  He  was  the  first  Mayor  of 
Dowagiac  and  has  been  Prosecuting  Attorney  of 
Cass  County  for  four  years.  He  has  never  sought 
office,  preferring  to  give  his  attention  strictly  to  his 
profession,  but  at  the  solicitation  of  friends  has 
consented  to  serve  in  several  positions  of  trust,  and 
has   always    rendered    most    satisfactory    service. 
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Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  and  is  Commander  of  H.  C.  Gilbert 
Post  No.  47,  at  Dowagiac.  He  has  an  extensive 
and  lucrative  law  practice  and  is  one  of  the  most 
influential  attorneys  of  western  Michigan. 


h^^ 


L.  CHAPMAN.    One  of  the  niost  successful 
i"*  and  representative  concerns  in  the  city  of 


Marcellus  is  that  conducted  by  H.  L.  Chap- 
i^j  man,  who  is  the  manufacturer  of  Chapman's 
Portable  Porges.  In  these  forges  the  main  gen- 
eral features  of  the  best  of  other  makes  is  pre- 
served, and  to  them  are  added  such  practical  im- 
provements as  years  of  careful  study  and  skilled 
mechanical  genius  could  devise,  aided  by  sugges- 
tions from  hundreds  of  experienced  smiths.  In 
simplicity,  durability  and  economy,  this  forge  far 
surpasses  all  others.  They  are  strongly  built  and 
have  fewer  wearing  parts  than  any  other,  hence 
arc  less  liable  to  get  out  of  order. 

The  fan  is  bolted  direct  to  the  bottom  of  the 
hearth  and  fire  pit,  holding  it  firmly  and  avoiding 
long  cast-iron  supports,  liable  to  break  in  ship- 
ping. The  fan  is  so  located  that  a  part  of  its 
body  is  above  the  opening  to  the  fire  pit,  and  the 
ash  pit  is  so  arranged  that  cinders  do  not  fall  inside 
the  fan  case.  Should  anything  get  into  the  fan 
case  the  fan  blades,  by  their  first  quarter-turn, 
will  carry  it  direct  to  the  discharge  opening,  and, 
unlike  others,  they  do  not  have  to  carry  it  back 
and  up  over  the  top  of  the  fan  to  get  it  out;  hence 
this  fan  is  never  clogged  or  injured  by  cinders, 
The  fan  is  located  nearer  to  its  work,  and  has  a 
shorter  and  more  direct  air  passage  from  fan  to  fire 
than  any  other  forge.  It  is  driven  by  the  only 
intermittent  grip  clutch  that  has  ever  been  pat- 
ented, in  which  there  is  absolutely  no  lost  motion; 
that  is,  it  locks  automatically  and  positively  at 
any  point  of  the  circle  before  the  lever  starts  on  its 
driving  stroke. 
This,  together  with  the  automatic  take-up  spring 


attached  to  the  head  piece  of  the  lever,  taking  up  all 
slack  in  the  winding  straps,  causes  the  fan  to  start 
at  once  on  pressing  down  the  lever,  thus  avoiding 
a  quick,  downward  motion  and  sudden  stop  at  the 
beginning  of  each  stroke,  as  in  all  ratchet-geared 
machines,  and  which  is  more  tiresome  to  the  oper- 
ator than  the  actual  work  done.  The  wear  in  this 
clutch  does  not  cause  it  to  slip,  but  makes  it  grip 
the  firmer.  The  clutch  is  made  with  adjustable 
bearings,  to  compensate  for  wear,  and  will  last  from 
twenty  to  fifty  years,  when  they  can  be  renewed 
in  a  few  moments  without  further  cost,  making 
the  clutch  as  good  as  new.  In  these  forges  the  pit 
is  cast  separate  from  the  hearth  and  bolted  on  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  the  strain  caused  by 
expansion  from  heating,  hence  they  do  not  crack. 
The  shafting  is  all  cold-rolled  steel.  And  last,  but 
not  least,  this  is  the  only  forge  in  which  the  fan, 
shaft  boxes,  clutch,  bearings  and  all  important 
wearing  parts  can  be  quickly  renewed  by  the 
smith  himself,  without  employing  a  machinist  or 
sending  for  new  parts. 

Mr.  Chapman  was  born  in  Newburg,  Cass  Coun- 
ty, Mich.,  on  the  20th  of  March,  1849,  to  the  mar- 
riage of  Amory  Harrison  and  Lucinda  (Hastings) 
Chapman.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Vermont 
but  moved  to  Ohio  with  his  parents  when  a  boy. 
His  great-grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  Wai  of 
1812.  Amory  Chapman  attained  his  growth  in 
Medina  County,  Ohio,  and  was  married  there  to 
Miss  Hastings.  Later  he  emigrated  to  Cass  Coun- 
ty, Mich.,  settled  in  Newburg  Township,  which  was 
then  in  a  wild  state,  and  there  died  in  1892.  His 
widow  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead,  which 
consists  of  over  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land.  Mr.  Chapman  followed  general  farming  and 
accumulated  a  reasonable  amount  of  property.  He 
was  a  good  manager  and  a  man  of  more  than  or- 
dinar}^  ability.  Two  children  were  born  to  his 
marriage,  both  sons.  One  son,  H.  S.  Chapman,  is  a 
farmer  and  sheep-breeder  of  Penn  Township,  this 
county.  Politically,  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
a  Republican. 

Reared  on  the  old  home  place,  our  subject  at- 
tended the  country  schools,  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  twenty  years  of  age.  Previous  to 
that  be  began  learning  the  tracje  of  gunsmith,  and 
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followed  that  on  the  home  place  for  a  short  time. 
He  then  came  to  Marcellus,  set  up  a  shop  in  this 
town,  and  here  remained  for  about  three  years, 
when  he  embarked  in  the  hardware  business.  Later 
he  returned  to  gunsmithing  and  machine  work, 
and,  as  he  had  a  natural  taste  for  handling  tools, 
lie  soon  had  plenty  of  work. 

In  the  year  1872,  Mr.  Chapman  married  Miss 
Tryphena  A.  Iverson,  who  was  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  Iverson,  one  of  the  representative  farmers 
of  Woodstock  Township,  Lenawee  County,  Mich. 
Mr.  Iverson  was  a  native  of  England  and  settled 
in  the  last-mentioned  county  in  1860.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Chapman  have  been  born  two  children, 
Ola  E.  and  Rena  D.  Politically,  Mr.  Chapman  is 
liberal  in  his  views,  and  socially  he  is  a  Mason.  He 
has  been  Junior  Warden  and  Secretary  of  the  Ma- 
sonic lodge.  He  is  quite  an  inventor,  but  his  forges 
are  the  only  invention  he  has  brought  out.  The 
principal  part  of  the  forge  is  the  friction  clutch, 
which  he  had  patented  in  1891.  In  the  fall  cf 
1892,  he  permanently  located  in  Marcellus  and  oc- 
cupied the  large  building  formerly  built  for  a 
wheel  factory.  He  employs  from  six  to  seven 
men,  all  first-class  workmen,  and  is  prepared  to  do 
general  machine  repairing.  Mr.  Chapman  is  pre- 
paring to  bring  out  two  other  very  important  in- 
ventions in  the  near  future. 


'--^^ 


'T^ENJAMINF.BEE80N,a  prominent  farmer 
li^    residing  in  Calvin  Township,  Cass  County, 


was  born  near  Richmond,  Ind.,  August  23, 
1832,  and  was  the  third  in  a  family  of 
eight  children,  four  boys  and  four  girls,  born  to 
Jesse  G.  and  Ann  (Renesten)  Beeson.  His  father 
was  born  at  Richmond,  Ind.,  December  10,  1807, 
being  the  son  of  Isaac  Beeson,  a  native  of  North 
Carolina.  The  Beeson  family  originated  in  Eng- 
land, and,  while  we  have  no  positive  proof,  it  is 
said  that  three  brothers  (of  whom  the  father  of 
Isaac  w»s  one)  came  to  this  country  during  Colo- 


nial times,  one  settling  in  Pennsylvania,  one  in 
Virginia  and  one  in  North  Carolina.  They  were 
Quakers  and  were  among  the  most  aristocratic  and 
wealthy  families  in  the  South.  Some  of  them 
severed  their  connection  with  the  Quaker  Church, 
and,  engaging  in  the  slave  trade,  became  very 
wealthy  as  planters  and  slave-owners. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  greatly 
opposed  to  the  institution  of  human  slavery,  and 
becoming  disgusted  with  his  surroundings  he  sold 
out  everything  he  had  at  a  great  sacrifice,  and 
while  he  was  j^et  a  young  man  and  single  started 
for  a  State  where  the  institution  was  not  lawful. 
He  settled  at  Richmond,  Ind.,  where  in  1804  or 
1805  he  married  Miss  Rambo.  He  married  outside 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  from  that  day  he 
was  not  identified  with  the  church  of  his  fore- 
fathers. He  became  a  farmer  and  also  owned  and 
operated  three  distilleries  on  his  farm,  making  a 
fortune  in  that  way.  During  the  War  of  1812  he 
served  as  Captain.  He  was  a  man  of  liberal  edu- 
cation and  great  executive  ability  and  was  a  life- 
long Whig  in  politics.  He  was  three  times 
married.  Of  the  first  union  the  father  of  our  subject 
and  one  sister  were  born.  By  the  other  two  mar- 
riages there  were  five  children. 

Jesse  G.  Beeson  grew  to  manhood  in  Indiana, 
where  he  received  a  good  education  and  for  many 
years  engaged  in  teaching.  June  5,  1828,  he 
married  Ann  Renesten,  who  was  born  September 
30,  1803.  Her  father,  an  Irishman  by  birth,  came 
to  this  country  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  she  was  born.  A  frugal,  economical  man, 
he  accumulated  a  large  amount  of  this  world's 
goods  and  at  his  death  left  a  large  property.  Of 
the  children  born  to  Jesse  G.  and  Ann  Beeson, 
William  H.  was  born  on  the  25th  of  March,  1829. 
Isaac  N.,  who  was  born  on  the  15th  of  December, 
1830,  married  Etta  Wheeler,  and  they  have  one 
daughter.  He  has  for  years  been  occupied  as  a 
traveling  salesman.  Mary  J.  was  born  December 
28,  1835,  and  married  David  Huff,  a  real-estate 
and  loan  agent  at  Lincoln,  Neb.  She  died  Febru- 
ary 17,  1893,  leaving  her  husband  and  one 
daughter  to  mourn  her  loss.  Lurany,  who  was 
born  May  10, 1838,  married  Austin  Dixon,  a  hotel- 
keeper   of   Madison,   Wis.     Eliza,  who  was  born 
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eluly  25,  1840,  married  Nathaniel  DeFoe,  a  farmer 
residing  near  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  one  daughter.  Laura  E.,  who  was  born 
August  30,  1842,  married  Robert  Cameron,  a  real- 
estate  dealer  at  Algona,  Iowa,  and  they  have  one 
daughter  and  one  son.  Anderson  G.,  who  was 
born  June  26,  1847,  conducts  a  large  real-estate 
business  at  Lincoln,  Neb.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  June  21, 1870.  The  father  afterward 
married  again,  but  his  second  union  was  a  child- 
less one. 

In  the  spring  of  1833,  when  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  little  more^than  a  year  old,  the  family 
came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Cass  Countj^,  not 
far  from  Dowagiac.  The  father  became  a  wealthy 
man  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the 
county.  In  1853  he  served  in  the  State  Senate, 
having  been  elected  on  the  Whig  ticket.  Later, 
when  the  Republican  party  was  organized,  he  cast 
in  his  lot  with  that  political  organization  and 
remained  with  it  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  February  19,  18B8. 

B.  F.  grew  up  on  his  father's  farm,  receiving 
the  ordinary  education  of  the  pioneer  days.  He 
remained  with  his  father  until  he  was  twenty-two 
years  of  age  and  in  1858  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business.  In  1859  he  married  Miss  Jennie  E. 
Banks,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State,  being  a 
daughter  of  Walter  Banks.  Her  grandfather,  Adam 
Banks,  was  born  inl769.  Tradition  says  that  he  was 
found  on  the  oyster  banks  of  the  coast  of  Germany 
when  a  mere  child,  and  the  parties  finding  him, 
not  being  able  to  secure  any  trace  of  his  parentage, 
gave  him  the  name  of  Adam  Oysterbank,  in  token 
of  the  place  where  he  was  found.  Some  of  the 
descendants  are  still  known  by  that  name  in  the 
United  States,  but  this  immediate  branch  of  the 
family  dropped  the  "Oyster,"  and  took  simply  the 
name  of  Banks.  After  emigrating  to  America,  the 
family  settled  in  Connecticut  and  later  migrated 
to  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Beeson  was  born  in  1792. 

Mrs.  Beeson 's  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Polly  Dunbar,  and  was  born  in  Greenfield,  Sara- 
toga County,  N.  Y.,  June  16,1796.  Her  father, 
Nehemiah  Dunbar,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier, 
who  enlisted  in  the  army  when  a  boy  of  but  thir- 


teen years  and  served  until  its  close,  being  dis- 
charged with  the  commission  of  Captain.  He 
died  in  McDonough,  N.  Y.,  March  11,  1833,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  March  7,  1834.  Grandfather 
Banks  died  in  the  same  place  in  August,  1826,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  in  Union,  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,on  the  12th  of  August,  1844.  Mrs.  Beeson 's 
father  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  died 
in  New  York  State,  June  12,  1862.  Her  motherdied 
in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  April  15,  1872.  Mr.  Banks 
had  an  only  brother,  Aaron,  who  came  to  Michi- 
gan from  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  here. 
A  sister,  Laura,  who  was  born  in  1806,  married 
Rev.  A.  A.  Allen,  a  Methodist  minister,  now 
deceased;  she  lives  with  her  son  in  Detroit,  Mich. 
Betsey  married  a  Mr.  Daniels  and  died  April  26, 
1849.  Abigail  became  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Thomp- 
son and  died  many  years  ago. 

The  family  of  which  Mrs.  Beeson  was  a  member 
consisted  of  eleven  children,  nine  of  whom  are 
now  living.  John,  a  Lieutenant  in  the  army  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  was  for  many  years  a  teacher  in 
Cassopolis;  in  fact,  this  was  a  family  of  school- 
teachers. Mrs.  Beeson  was  for  many  years  a  teacher 
in  New  York  State  and  all  her  brothers  and 
sisters  followed  that  profession.  Mr.  and  Mrs- 
Beeson  have  three  children,  as  follows:  Grace,  who 
was  educated  at  Hillsdale,  and  married  Fred  D. 
Ashley,  a  business  man  of  Clinton,  Iowa;  Dix  II., 
who  was  also  educated  at  Hillsdale,  married  Ella 
eTames,  and  is  now  a  druggist  at  Three  Oaks,  Ber- 
rien County;  and  Otis  J.,  who  was  educated  at 
Cassopolis  and  the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsil- 
anti,  and  is  spoken  of  as  one  of  the  most  thorough 
teachers  of  Cass  County,  where  he  has  taught  for 
four  years. 

After  having  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
for  a  number  of  years,  Mr.  Beeson  in  1864  crossed 
the  plains  to  Montana,  but  after  a  short  sojourn  in 
the  far  West  returned  to  Michigan,  and  twenty- 
six  years  ago  he  located  on  his  present  farm  in 
Calvin  Township.  As  a  Republican  he  has  been 
a  prominent  factor  in  local  politics  and  has  served 
as  Supervisor  of  his  township  for  eleven  years,  be- 
sides holding  other  minor  oflfices.  He  devotes  his 
attention  principally  to  his  personal  affairs  and  his 
farming  interests,   but   nevertheless    maintains  a 
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constant  and  unvarying  concern  in  the  welfare  of 
the  community  and  may  alwaj'S  be  relied  upon  to 
aid  in  public  enterprises.  He  is  counted  among 
the  worthy  men  of  this  locality,  and  everybody  is 
a  friend  to  Frank  Beeson.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  with  which  they 
have  been  identified  for  many  years. 


2.!X> 


i-^-i^SS^ 


^  DWIN  HARRIS,  an  enterprising  and  suc- 
g  cessful  agriculturist,  has  since  1887  prosper- 
Jt — ^  ousl}^  managed  the  old  Hadden  home- 
stead, a  valuable  farm  of  three  hundred  and  seven 
acres  located  in  Ontwa  Township,  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  and  owned  jointly  by  our  subject  and  his 
mother.  Mr.  Harris  was  born  in  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  October  23,  1867,  and  was  the  son  of  Ed- 
win and  Mary  L.  (Hadden)  Harris.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Laman  Harris,  was  a  farmer  of  New 
York,  and  upon  the  old  home  were  born  three 
children:  Margaret,  wife  of  J.  W.  Steward,  of  Pitts- 
ford,  N.  Y;  George,  of  Saginaw  County;  and 
p]dwin.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared 
upon  the  old  home  place,  and  on  attaining  to  ma- 
turity began  life  for  himself.  He  was  killed  in 
August,  1867,  by  falling  from  a  barn  which  he 
was  erecting  upon  his  own  property.  He  left  a 
widow  and  four  children  to  mourn  his  untimely 
loss.  The  eldest,  Elberta  Mills,  of  Weedsport, 
N.  Y.;  Eugenia  Mills,  also  of  New  York;  and 
Charles  L.,  of  Cato,  N.  Y.,  were  the  three  children 
of  the  first  wife,  Kate  Hunting.  Our  subject  was 
the  child  of  the  second  wife,  Mary  L.  Hadden. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  Edwin  Harris, 
Charles  D.  Hadden,  was  born  in  Westchester 
County,  N.  Y,  January  31,  1811.  He  was  the  son 
of  Gilbert  and  Deborah  (Barton)  Hadden,  who 
were  of  Scotch  ancestry.  When  but  two  years 
old,  Grandfather  Hadden  removed  with  his  wid- 
owed mother  to  Auburn,  N.  Y.  He  was  one  of 
eleven  children,  and  as  the  family  were  in  limited 
circumstances  enjoyed  but  a  brief  schooling.  He 
began  the  work  of  life  as  a  farmer  boy  and  pur- 


chased and  located  on  a  farm  in  Savannah  Town- 
ship, Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  year  1835. 
In  December,  1839,  he  settled  in  Butler  Township, 
and  twelve  years  after  made  his  home  on  another 
farm,  within  the  borders  of  his  native  State.  In 
1867,  appreciating  the  broader  opportunities  of 
the  West,  he  journeyed  to  Michigan  and  located 
four  hundred  acres  upon  section  6,  west  of  Ed- 
wardsburgh,  which  was  improved.  He  died  Jan- 
uary 26,  1878.  His  wife,  surviving  a  number  of 
years,  passed  away  December  12,  1886.  Grand- 
father and  Grandmother  Hadden  were  both  de- 
vout members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
were  prominent  in  benevolent  and  religious  work. 
In  political  affiliation  the  grandfather  was  in  early 
years  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican. 

The  maternal  grandmother,  Nancy  (Blythe) 
Hadden,  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Margaret 
(Oilman)  Blythe.  She  was  born  October  1,  1^09, 
and  was  the  mother  of  six  children:  Samuel;  Mary; 
George;  Alonzo,  who  died  young;  Elizabeth  Par- 
sons; and  James  G.  The  Blythes  came  originally 
from  Ireland,  accompanied  by  their  family  of  two 
sons  and  two  daughters.  The  maternal  great-grand- 
mother of  our  subject,  Margaret  (Oilman)  Blythe, 
emigrated  from  Ireland  to  America  at  eleven 
years  of  age.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Harris  accom- 
panied her  father  to  Michigan  in  December,  1867. 
She  was  twice  married,  her  second  husband  being 
Jacob  D.  Crowell,  of  Conquest,  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.  He  died  April  26,  1893,  and  for  a  second 
time  the  mother  of  our  subject  is  a  widow.  She 
lives  in  New  York  and  is  active  in  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  of  which  she  has  been  a  member  ever 
since  she  was  twenty-one  years  old.  Our  subject 
was  reared  upon  the  homestead  where  he  now  re- 
sides  and  which  was  then  the  property  of  Grand- 
father Hadden.  Mr.  Harris  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  the  home  district,  and  before  attaining 
his  majority  took  full  charge,  in  1887,  of  the  mag- 
nificent farm,  of  which  he  owns  one  hundred  and 
eight  and  his  mother  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  acres. 

Mr.  Harris  was  united  in  marriage  May  12, 
1888,  with  Miss  Minnie  J.  Hanson,  daughter  of 
William  and  Matilda  (Kornover)  Hanson.  Their 
pleasant  home   was  brightened   by  the   birth  of 
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two  children:  Charles,  who  died  at  two  years  of 
age;  and  William,  yet  surviving.  Mr.  Harris  is 
politically  a  Republican  and  is  interested  in  both 
local  and  national  issues.  Spending  his  entire 
years  among  the  associations  of  early  youth,  he  is 
respected  by  all  who  know  him.  Intelligent  and 
energetic,  he  devotes  himself  to  the  business  of 
daily  life  and  with  his  wife  occupies  a  high  social 
position  and  is  numbered  among  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  Ontwa  Township. 


OHN  BELL,  M.  B.,  M.  D.,  President  of  the 
Benton  Harbor  Improvement  Association 
and  a  successful  physician  and  surgeon  re- 
siding in  this  city,  was  born  in  Milton, 
Ilalton  Countj^  Ontario,  Canada,  September  25, 
1840.  His  father,  Joseph  Bell,  was  a  native  of 
England,  who  emigrated  to  Canada  in  an  early 
day  and  there  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer. 
Subsequently  he  came  to  Benton  Harbor,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death,  in  June,  1888.  The  mother 
of  our  subject,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary 
Teetzel,  is  a  native  of  Canada,  and  now  makes  her 
home  in  Benton  Harbor. 

Under  the  careful  training  of  his  parents  our 
subject  grew  to  a  stalwart  manhood,  meantime 
enjoying  such  educational  advantages  as  were 
offered  by  the  schools  of  Canada.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  he  commenced  to  read  medicine 
with  Dr.  Freeman,  a  prominent  practitioner  of 
Milton,  Halton  County,  Ontario.  Later  he  en- 
tered the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Toronto  and  attended  one  year.  The  following 
year  he  was  a  stiident  at  the  University  of  New 
York  City  and  graduated  there  in  1860,  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.,  after  having  completed  the  course 
with  »ionors.  During  the  following  year  he  was 
gradv  I  ted  from  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Toronto,  receiving  the  degree  of 
M.  B.  (Bachelor  of  Medicine).  His  dvantages  for 
acquiring  a    theoretical   knowledge   of  medicine 
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were  the  best  obtainable,  and  he  availed  himself  to 
the  utmost  of  every  opportunity  presented  for 
gaining  additional  knowledge.  This  thorough 
education,  together  with  diligent  reading  and 
close  observation,  laid  the  foundation  for  the  suc- 
cess which  has  attended  his  efforts  in  the  medical 
world. 

In  April,  1862,  Dr.  Bell  came  to  Benton  Harbor, 
where  he  has  conducted  a  general  practice  in  med- 
icine and  surgery  to  the  present  time.  In  1889, 
he  aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Benton  Harbor 
Improvement  Association,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  President.  He  maintains  a  deep  interest  in 
everything  relating  to  the  profession  and  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 
Socially,  he  is  identified  with  Lake  Shore  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  Master,  and  Calvin 
Brittain  Chapter  No.  56,  at  St.  Joseph.  In  De- 
cember, 1867,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Annetta,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Hannah 
(Dickinson)  Hopkins,  of  Trumansburgh,  N.  Y. 

By  setting  before  his  fellow-citizens  an  example 
of  industry  and  honesty  of  purpose,  the  Doctor 
has  a  present  as  well  as  a  future  influence  upon 
his  community.  He  is  a  man  whose  influence  may 
alwa3^s  be  relied  upon  to  support  those  measures 
calculated  to  benefit  his  fellow-citizens.  Through 
energy  and  perseverance  he  has  arisen  to  a  fore- 
most position  among  the  physicians  and  surgeons 
of  Michigan,  and  alike  in  social  and  professional 
circles  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  with  whom  he 
is  brought  in  contact.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. 
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LEWIS,  an  experienced  business  man  and 
popular  druggist  of  Dowagiac,  Cass  Coun- 
ty, Mich.,  is  a  practical  pharmacist  and 
'^)  thoroughly  at  home  in  the  responeible  du- 
ties of  compounding  and  dispensing.  Our  subject 
is  a  native  of  Marion  County,  Ohio,  and  was  born 
July  6,  1856.  He  was  one  of  the  large  family  of 
Eben  and  Hettie  (McWilliams)  Lewis,  about  whose 
hearth  clustered  seven  sons  and  daughters.     The 
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father,  a  natiye  of  the  Empire  State,  was  a  miller 
by  trade,  and  after  an  upright  and  industrious  life 
passed  away  in  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Eben  Lewis,  a 
lifetime  resident  of  New  York,  was  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  the  noted  Francis  Lewis,  an  American 
Revolutionary  statesman,  born  in  Llandaff,  Gla- 
morganshire, Wales,  in  March,  1713.  This  honored 
ancestor  of  our  subject  was  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Revolution  elected  to  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  in  May,  1775,  took  his  seat  in  that  body  as 
one  of  the  delegates  from  New  York.  He  signed 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  one  short  interval,  continued  to  be  a 
Member  of  Congress  until  April,  1779.  Various 
branches  of  the  Lewis  family  have  attained  to 
eminence,  and  the  name  is  an  honored  one  through- 
out the  P^mpire  State. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  Pennsylvanian 
by  birth,  and  was  a  granddaughter  of  Samuel  Mc- 
Williams,  a  pioneer  settler  and  prominent  resident 
of  the  Quaker  State.  The  parents  early  made 
their  home  in  the  West,  and  in  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  Mr. 
Lewis  completed  his  studies  by  attending  the  ex- 
cellent Normal  School  of  that  thriving  city.  He 
next  served  an  apprenticeship  in  the  drug  business, 
and  thus  employed  was  for  four  years  located  in 
Freeport,  111.  Before  entering  permanently  into 
the  handling  of  drugs,  he  successfully  taught 
school  nine  terms  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Ind- 
iana. In  the  spring  of  1890,  Mr.  Lewis  bought  the 
drug  business  of  Coleman  &  Defendorf,  at  Dowa- 
giac,  Mich.,  and  has  since  given  his  entire  time  to 
the  demands  of  his  large  and  constantly  increas- 
ing business.  He  first  engaged  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness for  himself  in  Nevada,  Iowa,  in  1885,  where 
he  continued  in  business  for  four  years,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Lewis  <fe  Simmons.  In  March,  1889, 
they  closed  out  their  business  in  Nevada  and 
opened  a  drug  store  in  Boone,  Iowa,  June  15,  and 
continued  the  business  until  they  were  burned 
olit,  September  8,  1889.  The  following  spring 
Lewis  &  Simmons  came  to  Dowagiac  and  pur- 
chased the  present  business.  This  firm  continued 
until  September  15,  1890,  when  Mr.  Lewis  bought 
Mr.  Simmons*  interest,  since  which  time  he  has 
continued  the  business  alone. 


Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  September 
30,  1885,  to  Miss  Ella  Wood,  of  Deep  River,  Ind. 
Mrs.  Lewis  is  the  daughter  of  Nathan  Wood  and 
the  granddaughter  of  John  Wood.  His  father 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  and  was 
a  native  of  New  England,  born  in  Salem,  Mass., 
the  Wood  family  being  among  the  early  colonists 
who  settled  upon  the  shores  of  the  old  Bay  State. 
The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  has 
been  brightened  by  the  presence  of  one  daughter, 
Claire.  Although  but  comparatively  a  brief  time 
residents  of  Michigan,  they  now  enjoy  the  esteem 
of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances  and  find  in  their 
new  home  the  generous  hospitality  and  ready  ap- 
preciation ever  extended  by  the  citizens  of  Dowa- 
giac to  all  enterprising  new-comers.  Our  subject, 
while  not  in  any  sense  of  the  word  a  politician,  is 
interested  in  public  affairs  and  is  in  conviction  a 
Democrat.  Fraternally^  he  is  a  valued  member  of 
the  Masonic  order  and  is  an  active  Knight  of 
Pythias  in  the  lodge  of  Dowagiac. 


^^x  APT.  WILLIAM  A.  BOSWELL,  President 
(i\  ^^  *^^®  Bos  well  &  Pike  Ferry  Company  and 

^^Jy  a  prominent  resident  of  Benton  Harbor,  is 
at  the  head  of  one  of  the  successful  enterprises  of 
Berrien  Countj^  The  other  officers  are  J.  S.  Mor- 
ton, Treasurer;  Linus  Chadwick,  Secretary;  and  J. 
H.  Pike,  Chief  Engineer.  The  company  owns  and 
runs  four  boats:  the  "Joe,''  capacity  two  hundred 
and  fifty  passengers,  of  which  Capt.  Boswell  is 
master;  the  steel  tug  "McCormick,''  one  hundred 
passengers;  the  "Richmond,''  with  a  capacity  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  passengers;  and  the  "George  D. 
Sanford,  Jr.,"  a  screw  propellor,  with  a  capacity 
of  two  hundred  passengers. 

Near  the  opening  years  of  the  present  century, 
a  lad  named  Ezra  Boswell  emigrated  from  his 
native  land,  Scotland,  to  America,  and  settled 
in  South  Carolina.  Some  years  later  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  located  in  Berrien  County,  but  at 
present  he  makes  his  home  in  Qrree^fi^ld,  Tenn. 
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He  married  Miss  Sarah  Connelly,  who  was  born  in 
Maryland,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Allen 
Connelly,  a  native  of  Ireland  and  for  many  years 
a  sea-captain.  Among  the  children  born  to  this 
worthy  couple  was  one  whom  they  named  Will- 
iam A.,  and  whose  birth  occurred  in  Royalton 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  on  the  17th  of 
July,  1847. 

At  the  age  of  ten  years  our  subject  secured  a 
position  as  cabin  boy  on  a  lake  vessel  and  was 
afterward  promoted,  remaining  on  the  Lakes  until 
some  time  after  the  commencement  of  the  Civil 
War.  When  less  than  sixteen  years  of  age  he  en- 
listed in  defense  of  the  Union,  and  on  the  5th 
of  June,  1863,  his  name  was  enrolled  as  a  member 
of  Company  B,  Ninth  Michigan  Infantry,  com- 
manded by  Col.  Henry  DufReld.  His  regiment 
was  incorporated  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
participating  in  its  marches  and  engagements,  in- 
cluding the  entire  campaign  to  Atlanta.  Our  sub- 
ject was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Resaca,  Ga.,  and 
again  at  the  battle  of  Decatur,  Ala.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  on   the  23d  of  November,  1865. 

Returning  to  Berrien  County,  Mr.  Boswell  pur- 
chased eighty  acres,  paying  for  the  same  with 
money  he  had  saved  during  the  war,  and  giving 
the  land  to  his  parents  for  their  home.  He  then 
went  on  the  Lakes  again  and  served  for  five  years 
with  the  Goodrich  Line,  occupying  different  posi- 
tions. In  1872  he  bought  a  steam  river  boat  for 
freight  and  passengers,  plying  between  St.  Joseph 
and  Niles,  this  State,  but  on  October  14  of  the  same 
3^ear  the  boat  was  burned.  Afterward  Mr.  Bos- 
well purchased  a  passenger  boat,  which  was  the 
first  running  between  Pent  Water,  Ludington  and 
Manistee.  In  1876  he  returned  to  St.  Joseph,  and 
for  a  time  engaged  in  the  tug  business;  he  also  pur- 
chased a  steam  ferry  boat,  which  he  ran  between 
St.  Joseph  and  Benton  Harbor.  These  interests 
he  disposed  of  in  1880  and  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Graham  &  Morton  Company,  remaining  with 
them  until  1890,  after  which  he  sailed  a  Govern- 
ment tug  for  one  year. 

In  the  year  1891  Capt.  Boswell  formed  a 
partnership  with  J.  H.  Pike,  under  the  firm  name 
of  the    Boswell  *&    Pike   Ferry    Company,  a  con- 


nection which  still  continues.  Politically,  he 
is  firm  in  his  adherence  to  the  Democratic  party. 
In  the  year  1890  he  was  appointed  Deputy 
Game  and  Fish  Warden  of  Berrien  County,  and 
still  fills  that  position.  Socially,  he  is  a  member 
of  Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  298,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Uniformed  Rank,  K.  P.,  and 
was  one  of  the  prime  factors  in  the  organization  of 
Purila  Lodge  No.  117,  at  Benton  Harbor.  He  is 
also  a  charter  member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees and  is  influential  in  George  H.  Thomas 
Post  No.  14,  G.  A.  R. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  1873,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Capt.  Boswell  to  Miss  Etta,  daughter 
of  Perry  Brooks.  She  is  an  accomplished  lady, 
who  also  holds  a  high  place  in  the  regard  of 
her  acquaintances.  The  union  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  two  sons:  Claude  W.  and  Walter 
Leo.  Mrs.  Boswell  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  the  Captain,  while  not 
identified  with  any  religious  organization,  is  a  lib- 
eral contributor  to  the  work.  The  family  residence 
is  at  No.  120  Belleview  Avenue. 


-^]. 
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ON.  HEWLETT  C.  ROCKWELL  was  born 

)  in  Tarrytown,  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.? 
July  9,  1843.     He  is  a  descendant  of  Eng- 

Ij)  lish  ancestors,  and  his  forefathers  were  for 
several  generations  identified  with  the  growth  of 
Connecticut.  In  that  State  his  grandfather,  Har- 
vey, and  his  father,  George  Rockwell,  were  born 
and  reared  to  manhood.  The  latter  married  Sara 
L.  Tunis  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  sons, 
Hewlett  C.  and  Charles  Howard,  our  subject  being 
the  elder  in  order  of  birth. 

The  boyhood  of  Hewlett  C.  Rockwell  was  passed 
in  a  quiet  manner  in  his  native  place,  and  after 
acquiring  a  common -school  education  he  prepared 
for  college  at  Tarrytown  Academy.  About  that 
time  arose  the  conflict  between  the  North  and 
South,  and  the  whole  nation  was  convulsed  by  the 
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horrors  of  war.  With  chivalrous  valor  and  patri^ 
otism  he  at  once  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Union, 
and  although  he  was  less  than  nineteen  years  old 
he  determined  to  fight  for  the  Old  Flag.  In  May, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  army,  be- 
coming a  member  of  Company  R,  Twenty-fifth 
New  York  Infantry,  and  served  on  detached  duty 
until  he  was  mustered  out  in  October  of  the  same 
year.  Though  his  active  service  ended  with  his 
honorable  discharge  from  the  army,  yet  he  aided 
the  Union  afterward  in  every  way  possible  until 
the  war  was  closed  and  peace  once  more  reigned 
from  coast  to  coast. 

In  March,  1865,  our  subject  was  graduated  from 
the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  at 
Philadelphia.  At  once  after  the  completion  of  his 
studies  Dr.  Rockwell  located  at  Aurora,  III.,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  that 
city,  remaining  there  a  short  time.  Thence  he  re- 
moved to  Lansing,  Mich.,  and  there  conducted 
active  practice  for  a  period  of  two  years,  follow- 
ing which  he  was  located  in  Chicago  for  one  year. 
While  residing  in  the  last-named  city  his  attention 
was  attracted  to  Berrien  County, and  he  noted  the 
excellent  prospects  and  inducements  offered  to 
those  locating  there.  Accordingly,  in  1870,  he  re- 
moved to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  opened  an  office  for 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  made  his  home 
in  that  city  for  nine  years.  Meanwhile  he  had 
gained  an  enviable  reputation  in  the  adjoining 
city  of  Benton  Harbor,  so  that  when  he  located  in 
this  city  in  the  summer  of  1879  he  came  not  as  a 
stranger  but  as  an  old  friend.  He  is  so  delighted 
with  the  various  attractions  offered  by  Benton 
Harbor  that  in  all  probability  he  will  make  this 
city  his  permanent  home. 

In  the  fall  of  1890  Dr.  Rockwell  was  elected  on 
the  Democratict  ticket  to  represent  the  First  District 
of  Berrien  County  in  the  Legislature  of  Michigan, 
and  he  served  in  that  honored  place  for  tw^o  years. 
He  was  instrumental  in  obtaining  the  city  charter 
for  Benton  Harbor,  and  feels  a  commendable  pride 
in  the  place.  Every  movement  looking  to  its  ma- 
terial advancement  meets  with  his  encouragement, 
and  he  is  progressive  and  public-spirited.  For 
three  years  he  served  as  City  Recorder  of  St.  Jos- 
eph. In  his  fraternal  relations  he  is  identified  with 


Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  298,  F.  <fe  A.  M.,  of  which 
he  was  Worthy  Master  for  eight  consecutive  years; 
and  Calvin  Brittain  Chapter,  of  St.  Joseph;  he  is 
also  a  Knight  of  Pythias,  a  Knight  of  Honor  and 
a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  was  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  George  H.  Thomas  Post  No. 
14,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  still  actively  connected  with 
that  organization. 

On  Colfax  Avenue,  in  Benton  Harbor,  Dr. 
Rockwell  has  a  pleasant  and  elegantly  furnished 
residence.  He  was  married  in  December,  1866,  to 
Miss  Eunice  C.  Buckley,  who  at  that  time  was  a 
resident  of  Clayton,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  William  and  Caroline  Buckley, 
natives  of  New  York  State.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Rock- 
well are  the  parents  of  three  daughters,  Carrie, 
Florence  and  Georgia. 


n^ 
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jr..  LPHONSO  A.  COVELL,  Superintendent 
Oi  of  the  Davis  Milling  Company  at  Benton 
Harbor,  was  born  in  Ashtabula  County, 
Ohio,  June  21,  1842.  He  is  the  son  of 
Alpheus  D.  Covell,  a  native  of  New  York  and  an 
early  settler  of  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  having 
settled  there  in  1840.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Jonathan  Covell,  was  born  in  New  York  State, 
where  his  ancestors  had  located  at  an  early  period 
in  its  history.  Mr.  Covell's  mother  was  Lucretia, 
daughter  of  Alanson  Lyons,  the  latter  being  a  na- 
tive of  Vermont  and  the  former  of  Pennsylvania, 
while  the  ancestors  were  originally  from  Germany. 
In  1855  the  subject  of  this  sketch  accompanied 
his  parents  to  the  village  of  Montgomery,  Kane 
County,  III.,  where  he  completed  his  education  in 
the  common  schools.  He  had  scarcely  attained 
the  age  of  twenty  years  when,  anxious  to  defend 
the  Union  and  fight  for  the  Old  Flag,  he  enlisted 
in  the  volunteer  service,  becoming  a  member  of 
Company  H,  Eighty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  Col. 
Christopher  commanding.  The  regiment  was  as- 
signed to  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  and,  marching 
to  the  front,  participated    in    n^meyoiis   engage- 
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ments  with  the  foe.  Among  the  battles  in  wliich 
Mr.  Covell  took  part  may  be  mentioned  those  of 
Perryville,  Stone  River,  Chickamauga  and  Mis- 
sionary Ridge.  He  was  also  a  participant  in  fre- 
quent skirmishes,  not  less  hazardous  to  life  though 
less  decisive  in  results.  On  account  of  wounds 
received  in  the  service,  Mr.  Covell  was  honorably 
discharged  from  the  army  and  was  mustered  out 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1865,  after  three  years  of 
brave  service  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union. 

After  returning  home  our  subject  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade  under  his  father,  who  followed  that 
occupation,  and  as  soon  as  he  acquired  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  work  he  went  to  Erie  County, 
Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in  building  and  contract- 
ing, remaining  there  until  1869.  Subsequently 
he  went  to  the  oil  regions  of  the  Keystone  State, 
where  he  followed  his  chosen  occupation  for  a 
number  of  years.  In  1882  he  came  to  Benton  Har- 
bor, and,  forming  a  partnership  with  A.  J.Young, 
embarked  in  the  planing-mill  business,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Covell  &  Young.  One  and  one- 
half  years  after  the  establishment  of  the  firm,  Mr. 
Covell  purchased  his  partner's  interest  and  formed 
a  stock  company,  known  as  the  Eicholtz  Lumber 
Company,  of  which  he  was  Superintendent  for  two 
and  one-half  years.  The  name  was  then  changed  to 
the  Graves  Lumber  Company  and  later  to  the  Lake 
Shore  Lumber  Compan3%  and  is  now  known  as  the 
Davis  Lumber  Company,  Mr.  Covell  having  re- 
tained the  superintendency  tliroughout  the  vari- 
ous changes  of  the  company,  and  now  having  con- 
trol of  the  planing-mills. 

An  outspoken  Republican,  Mr.  Covell  was  elected 
in  July,  1891,  to  represent  the  Third  Ward  in  the 
City  Council,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
office  was  re-elected  in  1892,  serving  until  April, 
1893.  Socially,  he  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  Uniformed  Rank,  and 
is  also  a  member  of  George  H.  Thomas  Post  No.  14, 
G.  A.  R.  March  16,  1867,  he  married  Miss  Vina 
Taylor,  of  Pennsylvania,  by  whom  he  became  the 
father  of  two  children,  Bertie  G.  and  Mattie  E. 
In  1882  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jen- 
nie Johnson,  who  is  the  daughter  of  Solomon 
Johnson,  a  native  of  Vermont.  Mrs.  Covell  is  a 
inost   estimable  lady  and  occupies  a  position  of 


prominence  in  the  social  circles  of  Benton  Harbor. 
She  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  with  which  Mr.  Covell  is  also  identi- 
fied. 


•loi-^      ^*" 


lENJAMIN  F.  PIXLEY.  Throughout  the 
entire  nation,  southwestern  Michigan  has 
gained  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the 
finest  fruit  and  berry  sections  of  the  United 
States.  The  peculiar  adaptability  of  the  soil  to 
the  cultivation  of  small  fruits  has  greatly  en- 
hanced the  value  of  property  around  St.  Joseph, 
and  has  induced  many  of  the  prominent  men  to 
devote  their  farms  exclusively  to  raising  berries 
and  fruits.  One  of  the  most  successful  fruit-grow- 
ers of  St.  Joseph  is  the  gentleman  with  whose 
name  we  introduce  this  sketch. 

Born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  September  26, 
1816,  he  is  the  son  of  William  and  Abigail 
(Lewis)  Pixley,  natives  of  Connecticut,  the  latter 
being  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Lewis,  a  captain 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Our  subject  spent  his 
early  school  days  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
for  a  time  he  attended  the  common  schools.  The 
education  he  there  acquired  was  afterward  supi)le- 
mented  by  a  course  of  study  at  Clinton  Liberal 
Institute,  in  Clinton,  N.  Y.  Meanwhile  he  aided 
his  father  on  the  farm. 

In  1844,  Mr.  Pixley  drove  a  flock  of  one  thou- 
sand sheep  to  Janesville,  Wis.,  coming  across  the 
country  from  New  York  and  spending  four 
months  en  route.  Arriving  in  Wisconsin,  he  con- 
ducted sheep-raising  for  two  years,  when  he  sold 
out  and  embarked  in  merchandising  at  Janesville. 
For  a  time  he  carried  on  his  mercantile  business  suc- 
cessfully, but  later  disposed  of  that  enterprise  and 
purchased  a  flouring-mill  at  Janesville,  which  he 
operated  with  success  for  a  number  of  years.  In 
connection  with  his  mill  he  bought  and  shipped 
wool  extensively  and  carried  on  a  large  business 
in  that  line.  He  remained  in  Wisconsin  until 
1864. 
During  that  year  Mr.  Pixley  removed  to  Chi- 
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cago,  where  he  conducted  an  extensive  business  as 
a  wool  merchant  until  1871.  That  year  witnessed 
his  arrival  in  St.  Joseph,  where  he  purchased  a 
fruit  farm,  consisting  of  ten  acres  and  located  in 
the  suburbs  of  St.  Joseph.  He  still  resides  on  that 
place  and  is  engaged  extensively  in  the  raising  of 
grapes,  pears,  peaches  and  other  small  fruits.  He 
is  a  man  who  brings  to  every  detail  of  his  busi- 
ness a  well-balanced  mind,  keen  discrimination 
and  thoughtful  observation,  qualities  which  have 
largely  contributed  to  his  success. 

A  very  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Pix- 
ley  was  his  marriage,  which  took  place  October  25, 
1848,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Jane  E.  Lewis. 
This  estimable  lady  was  born  in  Augusta,  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Eliza  (Bowen)  Lewis,  natives  of  Boston,  Mass.,  the 
latter  being  a  daughter  of  Joshua  Bowen,  of  Eng- 
land. He  emigrated  to  this  country  and  married 
Abigail  (Smith)  Williams,  of  Boston.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pixley  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  but 
have  been  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  two 
by  death.  The  survivors  are:  Ann  Jeannette, 
Frank  Lewis,  George  Kemp  and  Jane,  all  of  whom 
reside  in  St.  Joseph.  In  politics,  Mr.  Pixley  is  a 
Democrat.  In  their  religious  belief  the  various 
members  of  the  family  are  identified  with  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  are  active  in  the  good 
works  of  that  denomination. 


JAMES  HANSON.  When  any  reference  is 
made  to  the  farms  of  Cass  County,  mention 
is  almost  invariably  made  of  the  property 
belonging  to  Mr.  Hanson  and  located  in 
Howard  Township,  upon  section  25.  The  entire 
acreage  of  the  farm  is  two  hundred  and  forty-two, 
of  which  two  hundred  acres  have  been  placed  un- 
der the  highest  cultivation  through  the  efforts  of 
the  present  owner.  The  place  is  embellished  with 
first-class  buildings  for  the  shelter  of  stock  and 
storage  of  grain.  Especial  mention  should  be  made 
of   the  residence,  which  is  an  elegant  brick  struc- 


ture, the  finest  house  in  the  township.  It  was 
erected  in  1874  at  a  cost  of  $8,000,  not  including 
Mr.  Hanson's  time.  In  this  beautiful  rural  abode 
may  be  found  fivery  convenience  and  comfort 
which  can  promote  the  happiness  and  ease  of  the 
inmates. 

Forty  miles  from  the  city  of  Albany,  and  in  the 
county  of  Fulton,  N.  Y.,  our  subject  was  born  on 
the  7th  of  May,  1831.  His  father,  John  Hanson, 
was  also  a  native  of  Fulton  County,  and  was  of 
Dutch  descent.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Lydia,  daughter  of  William  Schanck,  a  native  of 
Long  Island  and  for  many  years  a  prominent  and 
wealthy  farmer  of  New  York.  Married  .in  the 
Empire  State,  the  parents  of  our  subject  located 
on  a  farm  in  Fulton  County,  where  for  many 
years  they  made  their  home.  In  the  fall  of  1835 
they  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Jefferson 
Township,  Cass  County,  upon  a  tract  of  raw 
prairie  land.  At  that  early  period  in  the  history 
of  the  county,  neighbors  were  few,  and  the  present 
thriving  villages  existed  only  in  the  imaginations 
of  some  enthusiastic  visionaries. 

Much  pioneer  labor  was  done  by  the  senior  Mr. 
Hanson  ere  the  unbroken  tracts  of  land  were  trans- 
formed into  cultivated  fields  and  green  pastures. 
His  courage,  however,  was  equal  to  the  arduous 
task,  and  he  succeeded  in  introducing  many  im- 
provements and  effecting  many  valuable  changes 
in  the  place.  He  died  here  when  fifty-eight  years 
of  age,  and  in  his  decease  the  community  lost  one 
of  its  earliest  settlers  and  prominent  citizens.  He 
was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  sympathies,  and 
in  his  religious  belief  was  identified  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  His  wife  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  sixty-two  years. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  nine  children, 
three  daughters  and  six  sons,  eight  of  whom 
reached  maturity.  James  is  the  third  in  order  of 
birth,  and  was  a  child  of  only  four  years  when  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Michigan.  In  Cass 
County  he  was  the  recipient  of  such  educational 
opportunities  as  were  afforded  by  the  district 
schools,  but  his  time  was  principally  devoted  to 
aiding  his  father  on  the  home  farm.  After  the 
death  of  his  father,  he  remained  at  home  and 
worked  for  his  mother  for  one  year,  after  which 
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he  rented  a  farm,  which  he  operated  one  year. 
October  20,  J 854,  he  married  Miss  Harriet  Lee,  a 
native  of  New  York,  who  was  born  in  1833.  After 
his  marriage  he  located  on  a  forty-acre  farm, 
where  he  remained  two  years,  and  later  operated 
as  a  renter  in  Jefferson  Township  for  two  years. 
He  located  where  he  now  resides  in  1866,  and  has 
since  devoted  his  attention  to  the  improvement  of 
this  place. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanson  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  namely;  Helen,  the  wife  of  Dennis  Plynn, 
a  resident  of  Howard  Township;  Lydia  R.,  the 
wife  of  Jerome  Rose,  of  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.; 
and  Edward  L.,  who  is  at  home.  Politically  a 
Democrat,  Mr.  Hanson  has  filled  the  office  of  High- 
way Commissioner  and  also  served  on  the  Board 
of  Review;  at  various  times  he  has  held  a  number 
of  school  offices.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Ed- 
wardsburg  Lodge  No  49, 1.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  a  man 
who  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  all  who  know 
him,  and  as  a  general  farmer  and  stock-raiser  has 
no  superior  in  the  county. 


^ 


^ 


AVID  S.  RECTOR,  who  was  an  honored 
pioneer  settler  of  Sod  us  Township,  Ber- 
rien County,  Mich.,  was  a  man  of  sterling 
integrity,  and,  possessing  business  qualifi- 
cations of  a  high  order,  he  held  with  ability  num- 
erous official  positions  of  trust  in  his  home  town- 
ship and  was  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him  when, 
after  a  long  life  of  busy  usefulness,  he  passed 
away  on  the  old  Rector  farm,  located  upon  section 
14.  Born  July  14,1814,  in  Wayne  County,  N. 
Y.,  our  subject  spent  the  days  of  early  youth  in 
the  home  of  his  childhood,  and,  trained  to  in- 
dustrious habits,  arrived  at  maturity  a  self-reliant 
and  enterprising  man,  well  fitted  to  cope  with  the 
trials  and  difficulties  of  life.  His  parents,  David 
and  Hannah  (Hickey)  Rector,  were  lifetime  resi- 
dents of  the  Empire  State,  his  father  having  been 
born  in  Wayne  County,  where  he  spent  his  entire 


days.  Mr.  Rector  was  twenty-one  years  of  age 
when  he  first  visited  Michigan  with  the  inten- 
tion of  making  this  State  his  permanent  abiding- 
place.  Finding  the  climate  then  malarial,  and 
there  being  a  large  increase  in  the  sickness  of  the 
district  in  which  he  had  settled  temporarily,  he 
returned  again  to  the  old  New  York  home  well 
content. 

The  next  year,  however,  our  subject  and  one  of 
his  brothers  concluded  to  try  their  fortunes  in 
Michigan,  and  again  David  S.,  Jr.,  journeyed  to  the 
Wolverine  State.  The  three  brothers,  traveling 
by  way  of  the  Lakes,  had  a  narrow  escape  from 
shipwreck.  They  had  taken  passage  at  Buffalo  on 
a  keelboat  in  tow  of  a  steamer  coming  directly 
to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.  In  a  violent  storm  the  tow 
became  parted  from  the  steamer  and  for  two  miles 
drifted  at  the  mercy  of  the  wind  and  waves. 
When  the  storm  subsided  they  manned  the  oars 
and  brought  the  boat  safely  into  port  at  Cleve- 
land. Reaching  St.  Joseph,  our  subject  worked  a 
short  time  at  boating,  but  was  soon  engaged  by  a 
Mr.  Larew  to  assist  in  the  erection  of  a  sawmill 
on  Pipestone  Creek.  Mr.  Rector  was  employed 
most  of  the  time  for  three  years  by  Mr.  Larew,  and 
in  1839  settled  upon  a  tract  of  land  located  upon 
section  14,  which  he  had  entered  previously,  in 
what  is  now  Sodus  Township.  He  had  some  time 
before  partially  cleared  the  land,  to  which  he  added 
afterward  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  adjoining 
acres,  and  by  diligent  toil  and  excellent  manage- 
ment brought  a  large  part  of  the  acreage  into  a 
high  state  of  cultivation. 

For  fifty  changing  years,  season  after  season,  he 
tilled  the  fertile  soil,  and  here  brought  his  young 
wife,  in  maidenhood  Miss  Sarah  Tabor.  The  hus- 
band and  wife  were  wedded  in  1843,  and  into  the 
pioneer  home  came  four  daughters  and  five  sons, 
seven  of  whom  are  married  and  two  are  yet  at  the 
homestead.  As  Mr.  Rector  was  the  first  settler  to 
make  a  permanent  home  in  Sodus  Township,  it 
was  a  fitting  token  of  the  appreciation  of  his  efforts 
as  a  progressive  pioneer  that  he  should  have  been 
asked,  as  he  was  in  1859,  at  the  organization  of 
the  township,  to  give  it  a  name.  In  remembrance 
of  his  old  home  in  New  York,  he  called  it  Sodus. 

In   1869   our  subject  built  a  gristmill  on   Pipe- 
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stone  Creek,  on  section  2,  which  for  many  years 
was  popularly  known  as  the  Rector  Mill.  Having 
a  sound  constitution  and  being  of  strictly  temper- 
ate habits,  Mr.  Rector  lived  to  a  good  old  age  and 
died  upon  his  seventy-fifth  birthday,  his  death  re- 
gretted as  a  public  loss  by  all  the  people  of  the 
township.  Fraternally,  he  was  a  valued  member  of 
the  Ancient  Free  <fe  Accepted  Masons,  and  in  1875 
received  the  degree  of  Masonry  in  Occidental 
Lodge  No.  56,  at  St.  Joseph.  In  1874  our  subject,  his 
wife  and  three  of  their  sons  and  daughters  joined 
the  Benton  Harbor  Grange  of  the  Patrons  of  Hus- 
bandry, but  afterward  united  their  interests  with 
the  Sod  us  Grange,  with  which  Mr.  Rector  affiliated 
until  his  death.  He  was  never  identified  with  any 
church,  but  he  was  a  strong  believer  in  the  doc- 
trine of  universal  salvation  and  was  ever  generous 
to  the  needy  and  suffering.  Politically,  he  was  a 
Democrat  and  was  held  in  high  esteem,^ being  elected 
to  many  of  the  important  town  offices.  Our  sub- 
ject was  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  representa- 
tive pioneer  settler,  and  materially  aided  in  laying 
the  broad  foundation  of  the  present  advancement 
of  Michigan. 


^P:NJAMIN  F.  rounds,  dealer  in  real 
estate  and  insurance  at  Benton  Harbor, 
was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  No- 
vember 21,  1825,  and  is  a  descendant  of 
substantial  English  progenitors.  His  grandfather, 
Oliver  Rounds,  was  born  in  Vermont  and  spent 
his  earlier  years  in  that  State,  whence  he  removed 
to  New  York  and  there  established  his  home.  In 
the  Empire  State,  George  Rounds,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born,  and  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  he 
married  Miss  Maria  Dorchester,  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut and  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Dorchester, 
whose  ancestors  were  of  English  origin.  George 
Rounds  entered  the  service  of  the  United  States 
in  the  navy  during  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  the  battle  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  N.  Y.     At 


the  close  of  his  service  he  settled  on  a  farm  near 
Sackett's  Harbor  and  lived  there  until  his  death, 
in  1862.  His  widow  died  in  1865.  On  that  old 
homestead  the  family  of  nine  children  was  born. 

During  his  boyhood,  Benjamin  F.  Rounds  car- 
ried on  his  studies  in  the  common  schools  and  in 
the  vacations  aided  his  father  in  the  work  of  carry- 
ing on  the  home  farm.  He  learned  early  in  life 
the  habits  of  perseverance,  industry  and  energy 
which  contributed  to  his  success  upon  entering  the 
active  business  world.  In  1865  he  removed  from 
New  York  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Benton 
Harbor,  where  he  commenced  in  business  as  a  fruit- 
grower, and  was  thus  engaged  for  a  period  of  six 
years.  Subsequently  he  changed  his  occupation 
and  embarked  in  the  insurance  and  real-estate 
business,  and  is  conducting  a  prosperous  trade  in 
these  lines  at  the  present  time. 

In  the  year  1890  Mr.  Rounds  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  the  Benton  Harbor  Building 
and  Loan  Association,  of  which  he  became  the 
first  President  and  is  still  serving  in  that  position. 
This  association,  since  its  inception  a  few  years 
ago,  has  been  of  great  aid  to  the  people  of  Benton 
Harbor,  and  one  of  its  results  is  the  erection  of  a 
number  of  tasteful  and  attractive  residences  in  the 
city.  In  politics  Mr.  Rounds  is  a  Republican.  He 
was  elected  Treasurer  of  Benton  Harbor  in  1881- 
82  and  filled  that  position  for  two  years.  In  edu- 
cational matters  he  maintains  an  abiding  interest 
and  is  now  serving  as  a  member  of  the  School 
Board,  being  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
In  his  social  connections,  he  is  identified  with 
Benton  Lodge  No.  132,1.  O.  O.  F.,and  was  Grand 
Master  of  the  State  of  Michigan  in  1888. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Rounds  took  place  in 
1846  and  united  him  with  Miss  Lovisa,  daughter 
of  Elisha  Harris,  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Lovisa 
Rounds  died  in  July,  1890,  lea vinglJhree  children, 
namely:  George  F.;  Hattie  L.,  wife  of  W.  P.  Rob- 
bins  and  a  resident  of  Benton  Harbor;  and  Lillian 
M.,  who  married  W.  S.  Boyle,  of  Chicago.  In 
October,  1891,  Mr.  Rounds  was  again  married,  his 
wife  being  Miss  Tirza  J.  Worden,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio.  She  is  identified  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  is  active  in  religious  work.  Mr. 
Rounds  has  also  been  an  attendant  of  the  Method- 
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ist  Church,  though  not  a  member,  and  has  sung  in 
the  choir  of  that  church  for  fifty  years.  The 
family  residence  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Broad- 
Way  and  Brittain  Avenue. 


'^f^  HILO  D.  BECKWITH.  No  name  is  more 
closely  connected  with  the  history  of  the 
city  of  Dowagiac  than  that  of  the  late  Mr. 


J\  Beckwith,  and  this  volume  would  be  in- 
complete were  no  mention  made  of  his  life.  He 
was  born  in  1825,  upon  the  tract  of  land  known  as 
the  Holland  Purchase,  in  the  town  of  Eagle,  Alle- 
gany County,  N.  Y.  His  parents  were  descended 
from  New  England  ancestors,  and  the  family  pedi- 
gree reaches  back  to  the  sturdy  old  Puritan  stock, 
representatives  of  which  first  landed  on  our  shores 
at  Plymouth  Rock.  In  those  early  times,  when 
poverty  was  the  rule  and  wealth  the  exception,  the 
parents  of  our  subject  were  in  such  straitened 
circumstances  that  they  were  not  able  to  furnish 
their  son  the  benefit  of  even  the  scanty  education 
of  a  country  school. 

The  father,  Stephen  Beckwith,  died  in  the  prime 
of  life,  leaving  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daugh- 
ter, to  be  cared  for  by  the  widowed  mother,  who 
for  some  years  earned  her  own  living  and  that  of 
her  children  by  the  use  of  the  needle.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  the  lad  was  placed  in  the 
care  of  a  maternal  uncle,  who  provided  for  him  a 
comfortable  home,  and  who,  being  the  owner  of  a 
woolen  mill,  trained  him  to  work  in  this  mill.  Two 
years  afterward  young  Beckwith  was  transferred 
to  the  care  of  another  uncle,  also  on  the  maternal 
side,  who  resided  near  Rochester,  N.  Y.  While 
living  with  that  uncle  he  enjoyed  the  privilege  of 
attending  the  district  school  several  months,  in  all 
less  than  a  year,  the  only  schooling  he  ever  re- 
ceived, although  plenty  of  it  came  in  the  greater 
scliool  of  a  busy  and  useful  life. 

In  1843,  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen  years,  Mr. 
Beckwith  married  Miss  Catherine  Scott,  a  young 
lady  of  his  native  town.     A  year  later  he  removed 


with  his  wife  to  Michigan,  arriving  at  Battle  Creek 
in  the  spring,  penniless  and  without  friends.  How- 
ever, he  soon  found  employment  in  a  woolen  fac- 
tory, and  afterward  in  a  machine  shop,  both  posi- 
tions occupying  about  nine  years.  During  that 
time,  although  receiving  the  nominal  wages  of 
only  n  per  day,  yet  the  journeyman  worker 
managed  to  save  enough  money  to  purchase  a 
home,  which  he  afterward  sold  for  1600.  This 
same  money  in  after  years  became  the  nucleus 
around  which  has  since  been  gathered  the  hand- 
some fortune  now  possessed  in  the  Round  Oak  Stove 
Works.  But  the  path  leading  to  this  fortune  was 
at  times  in  the  earlier  days  far  from  flowery. 
Difficulties,  which  to  a  nature  less  gifted  and  per- 
severing would  have  been  insurmountable,  were 
bravely  met  and  vanquished. 

Mr.  Beckwith  removed  to  Dowagiac  in  1854  and  ^ 
built  a.small  foundry  and   machine  shop,   25x60 
feet,  on  the  east  side  of  Front  Street,  opposite  the 
Continental   Hotel.     This    foundry    was    run    by 
horse  power  and  its  object  was  the  manufacture  of 
plows.     The  beginning  was  graduated  on  so  small 
a  scale  that  the  first  year  the  proprietor  employed 
only    one    workman    with    himself,    and    in     this 
way  he  struggled  along  for  four  years,  making 
on  the  whole  some  progress,  but  in  so  slow  a  de- 
gree as   to   be  entirely   unsatisfactory.     With  the 
view,  therefore,  to  bettering  his  condition,  he  dis- 
posed of  his  property  and  purchased  a  plot  of  land 
on  Dowagiac  Creek,  at  the  foot  of  Front  Street, 
but  within  the  village  corporation.     On   the  new 
site   he   improved  the  water   power,  built  a  shop, 
and  furnished  it  with  tools  and  machinery.     The 
manufacture  of  plows  was  still  the  object  in  view. 
But  the  howl  of  the  wolf,  the  dashing  of  the  deer 
and  the  depredations  of  old  Bruin  in  many   por- 
tions of  the   State  were  still  too  common  to  war- 
rant the  rapid  introduction    of  this  farm  imple- 
ment.    The  forest  haunts  of  those  wild   denizens 
must  first  be  converted  into  arable  lands. 

While  conversing  with  John  S.  Gage,  a  practical 
farmer  of  Wayne  Tow^nship,  Mr.  Beckwith  received 
a  happy  suggestion.  At  that  time  nearly  all  the 
grain  in  Michigan  was  sown  broadcast  by  hand. 
This  enterprising  farmer,  having  conceived  the 
idea  of  a  machine  which,  by  sowing  the  grain  in 
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drills  and  by  horse  power,  would  do  the  work  in  a 
far  better  way  and  more  rapidly,  saw  also  that  the 
proprietor  of  the  Creek  Foundry  was  just  the  kind 
of  a  genius  to  materialize  it.  No  sooner  in  the 
conversation  was  this  idea  broached,  than  Mr. 
Beckwith  seized  it,  became  fully  possessed  of  it, 
and  as  the  result  forthwith  manufactured  and  in- 
troduced to  the  farmers  of  Michigan  the  celebrated 
Roller  Grain  Drill. 

With  the  new  impetus  given  by  the  drill  enter- 
prise, employing  a  score  of  workmen,  the  proprietor, 
with  a  view  to  being  located  nearer  the  railroad 
and  to  use  steam  instead  of  water  power,  sold  out 
the  Creek  foundry,  after  having  used  it  nine  years, 
and  purchased  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Michi- 
gan Central  Railroad,  opposite  the  depot  at  Do- 
wagiac.  On  this  new  site  two  brick  shops  were 
erected,  which  by  many  additions  have  since 
grown  into  the  present  well-known  Round  Oak 
Stove  Works.  But  the  manufacture  of  the  Roller 
Grain  Drill  was  at  iBrst  the  paramount  object  in 
view.  Some  progress  had  been  made  in  this  en- 
terprise, but  not  enough  for  the  accumulation  of 
capital  sufficient  for  the  building  of  the  new 
foundry,  the  purchase  of  new  machinery,  and  the 
manufacture  of  the  required  stock  of  drills.  To 
make  up  the  deficiency  a  large  sum  of  money  was 
borrowed.  With  the  new  facilities  now  on  hand, 
the  proprietor  manufactured  an  unusually  large 
stock  of  drills,  hoping  by  their  ready  sale  to  meet 
his  heavy  obligations,  but  it  was  just  after  the 
close  of  the  Civil  War  and  times  were  unpropi- 
tious.  Prices  of  all  produce  and  property  had 
fallen  some  seven tj^- five  per  cent.  Of  course  this 
indicated  in  reality  a  wholesome  state  of  things. 
During  the  war  prices  had  become  fictitious,  and 
they  were  now  seeking  proper  adjustment  upon 
the  basis  of  real  values,  but  the  effect  of  the  de- 
cline was  at  first  discouraging.  Farmers,  like  other 
classes  in  the  community,  regarding  the  transition 
in  an  unfavorable  light,  felt  that  they  must  curtail 
their  expenses  and  were  slow  to  purchase  new  ma- 
chinery. The  Roller  Grain  Drill,  moreover,  being 
made  of  the  best  material  and  in  the  most  thorough 
style  of  workmanship,  was  of  necessity  high  priced. 

It  frequently  happened  that  some  stock  had  to 
be  carried  over  to  the  next  season;    besides,  the 


proprietor  was  paying  interest  on  all  his  borrowed 
capital  at  the  exorbitant  rate  of  from  fifteen  to 
twenty-five  per  cent.  With  such  heavy  odds 
against  him,  it  is  not  strange  that  he  could  only 
pay  the  interest  on  the  burdensome  debt  from 
year  to  year.  As  old  obligations  became  past  due 
and  could  no  longer  be  extended,  he  contrived  to 
meet  them  by  finding  parties  who,  at  a  high  rate 
of  interest,  could  be  induced  to  grant  him  new 
loans.  In  this  way,  with  a  will  that  was  indomi- 
table, united  with  a  courage  that  never  faltered, 
five  years  or  more  of  the  next  thing  to  bankruptcy 
were  struggled  through. 

It  was  a  new  invention  that  finally,  in  the  hour 
of  frowning  fortune,  proved  the  tide  at  which  af- 
fairs turned  and  led  on  to  smiling  prosperity. 
Ever  fruitful  in  resources,  when  the  demand  for 
the  Roller  Grain  Drill  was  insufficient  to  meet  the 
large  expenses  incurred  in  its  manufacture,  Mr. 
Beckwith  invented  the  best  heating,  as  well  as  the 
most  durable,  stove  that  has  ever  been  placed  on 
the  market.  But  this,  like  all  other  inventions, 
had  its  days  of  trial.  Only  three  hundred  were 
made  and  sold  the  first  year.  Great  were  the  ob- 
stacles on  every  hand.  The  inventor  had  never 
had  any  experience  in  stove-making,  nor  did  he 
have  any  workmen  on  hand  who  had  ever  been 
employed  in  a  stove  foundry.  By  the  closest  ap- 
plication and  perseverance  he  was  obliged  to  gain 
a  knowledge  of  the  business  and  then  to  teach  il 
in  all  its  details  to  his  workmen. 

The  burdensome  debt  with  its  usurious  interest 
still  continued.  Home  or  local  encouragement 
seemed  to  be  a  minus  quantity.  Here  was  a  new 
enterprise  struggling  to  assert  itself  within  the 
limits  of  the  corporation,  and  yet  it  is  a  notable 
fact  that  the  men  of  capital  in  Dowagiac  did  not 
extend  the  hand  of  fellowship  by  any  investment 
in  it,  or  by  loaning  money  to  the  proprietor,  or 
contributing  in  any  other  way  to  its  success.  One 
hardware  firm,  which  was  handling  the  stove,  ex- 
pressed the  public  opinion,  when  it  asserted  that 
"a  few  of  these  stoves  may  be  sold  this  year,  but 
next  year  the  thing^  will  play  out.*'  During  all 
this  period  of  trial,  the  proprietor  steadily  pros- 
ecuted his  business  with  quiet  persistency.  It 
was  a  fortunate  thing  that  when  old  loans  became 
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due,  tlie  President  of  a  bank  in  Battle  Creek,  learn- 
ing that  our  subject  was  pressed  for  means,  lent 
him  a  large  sum  of  money,  and,  what  was  more 
fortunate,  the  interest  was  placed  at  the  legal  rate. 
As  soon  as  the  merits  of  the  stove  became  known 
it  found  a  ready  sale.  Indeed  from  3^ear  to  year 
its  sales  increased  so  rapidly  that  the  proprietor 
found  it  difficult  to  fill  the  orders  and  was  often 
obliged  to  run  the  works  day  and  night.  As 
means  could  be  spared  from  the  business,  payments 
were  made  from  time  to  time  on  the  immense  debt, 
until  finally  the  last  dollar  of  principal  and  inter- 
est was  canceled,  since  which  time  a  handsome 
fortune  has  been  accumulated. 

In  inventing  the  Round  Oak  Stove,  Mr.  Beck- 
witli  '^builded  better  than  he  knew.''  In  its  im- 
proved and  perfected  form,  nine  sizes  of  whicli  are 
now  on  the  market,  adapted  to  burn  either  wood 
or  coal,  it  has  gained  an  enviable  reputation 
throughout  the  country.  It  might  well  have  been 
a  source  of  pride  to  Mr.  Beckwith  that  from  first 
to  last  no  outside  party  ever  invested  $1  in  the 
business.  Purely  from  his  own  ability  he  brought 
into  existence  an  enterprise  which  has  revolution- 
ized the  stove  business  of  America  and  also  by  this 
means  raised  himself  from  poverty  to  opulence. 
Until  the  time  of  his  death  he  retained  the  manage- 
ment and  superintendency  of  the  stove  works,  and 
so  popular  was  he  among  his  workmen  that  strikes 
or  other  dissatisfaction  never  occurred. 

Aside  from  the  duties  imposed  by  his  business, 
Mr.  Beckwith  found  time  through  the  passing 
years  to  fill  offices  in  several  social  societies.  He 
served  many  times  on  the  City  School  Board  and 
also  filled  the  positions  of  Mayor  and  Alderman 
frequently  and  successfully^  His  death  occurred 
January  11,  1889,  and  was  widely  mourned  as  a 
public  loss.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  who 
through  all  his  adversities  was  his  true  helpmate, 
and  who  rejoiced  in  his  success  as  none  other 
could.  Catherine  Scott  was  born  in  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  September  22,  1827,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
James  Scott,  a  native  of  New  York,  who  came  to 
Michigan  in  1843,  and  located  at  Battle  Creek. 
The  land  which  he  purchased  there  was  wholly  un- 
improved and  he  devoted  his  attention  to  clearing 
and  improving  the  place.     His  wife,  whose  maiden 


name  was  Jane  Shears,  died  in  1848.  After  her 
death  he  lived  in  Battle  Creek  for  a  time  and  later 
removed  to  Dowagiac,  where  he  died.  He  had' 
served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  on  account  of  in- 
juries received  in  service  was  a  pensioner  of  the 
Government.  He  had  five  children,  of  whom  only 
two  are  living.  Catherine  Scott  became  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Beckwith  on  the  1st  of  October,  1843,  the 
ceremony  which  united  their  lives  being  performed 
at  Eagle,  N.  Y.  Though  now  in  the  twilight  of 
life,  she  enjoys  good  health  and  retains  possession 
of  her  mental  faculties. 


[(_^  ON.  JAMES  H.  HITCHCOX  needs  very  lit- 
tle introduction  to  the  people  of  Cass 
County,  for  a  long  residence  here  and, 
*jj  above  all,  a  career  of  usefulness  and  prom- 
inence, have  given  him  an  extensive  acquaintance. 
It  might  be  well  to  state,  however,  that  he  is  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  the  county,  is  an  ex-member  of  the 
State  Legislature,  and  one  of  the  most  influential 
and  wealthy  citizens  of  the  township. 

Like  a  majority  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  county, 
our  subject  claims  New  York  as  his  native  State, 
and  was  born  near  Aurora,  in  Erie  County,  January 
5.  1826.  His  parents,  Jarius  and  Loana  (Blakely) 
Hitchcox,  were  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  the 
former  born  in  Paris,  Oneida  County,  March  3, 
1795, and  the  latter  near  Greenville,  Greene  Coun- 
ty, May  21, 1797.  So  far  as  known,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  Samuel  H.  Hitchcox,  was  a  native 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  died  there  about 
1846.  He  was  the  father  of  six  children,  five  sons 
and  one  daughter,  as  follows?:  Jarius,  Samuel, 
Truman,  Hiram,  Merritt  and  Eliza.  The  last- 
named,  the  only  daughter,  died  when  quite  young. 
Samuel  died  in  New  York  State  about  1868.  Tru- 
man died  in  Pennsylvania.  Hiram  died  in  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  Merritt  died  in  the  Empire 
State. 

Jarius  Hitchcox,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
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stonemason  by  trade  and  a  man  well  and  favor- 
ably known  throughout  his  native  county.  He 
was  possessed  of  broad  and  progressive  views  and 
knew  well  how  to  state  them  when  occasion  re- 
quired. On  the  27th  of  September,  1817,  he 
married  Miss  Blakely,  and  in  1831  came  to  Mich- 
igan, entering  land  in  Porter  Township,  Cass 
County,  where  the  original  of  this  notice  is  now 
located.  The  latter  now  has  in  his  possession  the 
deed  made  by  Andrew  Jackson  for  this  land. 
Jarius  Hitchcox  had  very  little  schooling  in  his 
youth,  but  being  a  man  of  observation  and  a  stu- 
dent he  made  up  for  this  to  a  great  extent.  An 
ardent  Jacksonian  Democrat,  he  held  a  number  of 
local  offices  and  was  prominent  in  all  affairs  of 
moment.  When  he  came  to  this  county  he  cleared 
up  about  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  wilds  of  Cass 
County,  and  died  on  this  farm  in  1850.  His  wife 
was  the  youngest  of  six  children  born  to  her 
parent?.  These  children  were  named  as  follows: 
Isaac,  Asa,  Joseph,  David,  Hannah  and  Loana. 
Hannah  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Howley. 
Mrs.  Hitchcox  survived  her  husband  about  twenty 
years  and  all  this  time  found  a  comfortable  and 
pleasant  home  with  our  subject.  She  died  in  1870, 
on  the  farm  where  she  had  settled  with  her  hus- 
band in  1831.  She  was  ap  exemplary  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  for  many  years. 

James  H.  Hitchcox  had  two  brothers  and  five  sis- 
ters, two  of  the  sisters  being  older  than  he.  Harriet 
was  born  December  12,  1822,  was  deaf  and  dumb, 
and  died  in  Vicksburg,  Mich.,  December  21,  1881. 
Eliza  was  born  March  29, 1824,  and  married  Alonzo 
Joy.  They  emigrated  to  California  and  there  her 
death  occurred  in  1869.  Her  husband  and  one 
child  survive  her  and  live  in  California  at  the 
present  time.  Caroline,  born  September  21,  1827, 
married  James  F.  Charles,  who  crossed  the  plains 
to  California  in  1849  and  there  resided  until  1854, 
when  he  returned  and  settled  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa.  There  they  now  live,  but  her  husband  spends 
much  of  his  time  in  Florida,  where  he  has  an  ex- 
tensive orange  grove.  He  is  a  wealthy  and  prom- 
inent citizen,  has  been  Mayor  of  Cedar  Rapids  and 
has  held  other  positions  of  trust.  They  are  the 
parents  of  four  children,  P^dgar,  Fred,  Frank  and 
Janiies  Knox.     Thomas  A.  Hitchcox  was  born  June 


22,  1829,  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents  when 
a  boy,  and  in  1850  went  across  the  plains  to  Cali- 
fornia, where  he  was  engaged  in  placer-mining 
and  where  he  had  an  interest  in  a  ranch.  In  1852 
he  returned  to  the  East,  and  in  1856  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  Meacham,  a  daughter  of  Hon.  George 
Meacham,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Porter  Township 
and  an  ex-member  of  the  State  Legislature.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hitchcox  were  born  these  children. 
Clara,  born  February  14,  1857,  died  February  20, 
1874.  Jerard  born  November  4,  1859,  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  fruit-growing  business  in  California. 
Charlotte  M.,  born  November  25,  1861,  married 
Mr.  Dellenback  and  lives  in  Hastings,  Neb.  Will- 
ard  H.,  born  December  21,  1863,  married  Jennie 
Bucher,  and  now  resides  in  Porter  Township. 
Luthrea,  born  March  2,  1865,  married  Herbert 
Graham.  Alfred  Lloyd,  born  July  3, 1868,  is  single 
and  resides  in  Porter  Township.  M.  Gertrude, 
born  March  27,  1872,  resides  at  home,  as  do  the 
two  younger  children,  Susan  and  Lucia,  the  former 
born  September  16,  1878,  and  the  latter  April  30, 
1881.  The  next  of  our  subject's  brothers  and 
sisters  was  Anna  Mariah,  born  October  24,  1831, 
the  first  of  the  family  whose  birth  occurred  in 
Porter  Township,  this  county.  She  married  Arthur 
Fox,  and  died  in  Vicksburg,  Mich.,  December  18, 
1881.  Her  three  children  are  also  deceased.  Will- 
iam Hitchcox  was  born  January  3,  1835,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Jones.  They  now  reside  in 
Jamestown,  Kan.  Four  children  were  born  to 
them,  Delia,  Letty,  Carlton  and  Bertha.  Heniy 
Whiteside  Hitchcox  was  born  April  14,  1837,  and 
died  January  15,  1839.  Loana,  born  August  24, 
1839,  married  Oswell  M.  French  and  now  resides 
in  Dakota.  They  have  one  child,  Anna  Belle. 
Lucius  Q.  C,  born  August  1,  1845,  served  in  the 
army  on  detached  duty  until  1866.  He  married 
Miss  Sarah  Jones  and  they  reside  in  Porter  Town- 
ship, where  he  is  a  fruit-grower.  They  have  one 
child.  Aline. 

James  H.  Hitchcox  was  but  five  years  of  age 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  the  unbroken 
farm  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  his  advantages 
for  receiving  an  education  were  limited.  This  he 
made  up  to  a  great  extent  in  later  years  and  when 
not  at  work  always  had  a  book  before  him;    Thus 
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lie  received  most  of  his  education  until  he  entered 
school  at  White  Pigeon,  where  a  branch  of  the 
State  University  was  situated.  There  he  applied 
himself  and  was  soon  able  to  teach  school,  lie 
followed  this  for  some  time  and  then,  as  a  number 
of  his  brothers  and  relatives  had  gone  to  the  Golden 
State,  the  fever  seized  him,  and  in  1852  he  started 
overland  for  the  Pacific  Coast.  For  three  years  he 
was  engaged  in  mining,  and  as  he  made  enough  to 
buy  a  good  home  he  was  wise  enough  not  to  ven- 
ture it  in  hazardous  schemes,  but  like  the  shrewd, 
careful  business  man  he  has  always  been,  he  gathered 
up  his  little  fortune  and  returned  to  his  former 
home  in  Michigan. 

Our  subject  purchased  the  farm  that  has  ever 
since  been  his  home,  and  in  the  following  year, 
January  2,  1856,  he  married  Miss  Louisa  Baldwin, 
a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  daughter  of  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  that  State.  She  died  January  21, 1862, 
leaving  one  child,  Carrie  Belle,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred December  4,  1857.  This  young  lady  grad- 
uated from  the  school  at  Hillsdale  and  later  en- 
tered the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti.  She 
is  single  and  resides  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.  On  the 
10th  of  September,  1871,  Mr.  Hitchcox  married 
Miss  Emarett  Thompson,  a  native  of  Adamsville, 
Mich.,  and  the  daughter  of  Horace  Thompson,  who 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Cass  County,  having 
settled  here  in  1831.  Her  father  is  deceased  but 
the  mother  is  still  living.  To  Mr.  Hitchcox'  sec- 
ond union  were  born  two  children:  Estell,  whose 
birth  occurred  December  17,  1873;  and  Ethel,  who 
was  born  August  25,  1877.  The  former  has  been 
a  student  at  the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti 
for  three  years,  and  the  latter  is  a  student  there 
also. 

Mr.  Hitchcox  has  been  quite  a  factor  in  local 
politics  and  has  filled  some  important  offices.  He 
was  first  elected  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of 
Supervisors  in  1864,  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
some  time, and  in  1880  he  was  pushed  to  the  front 
by  his  friends  and  party  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Legislature.  He  was  elected  and  served  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  his  constituents,  being  on 
several  important  committees.  Although  he  sprang 
from  an  old  Democratic  family,  he  has  been  a 
strong  Republican  since  the  party  was  first  organ- 


ized. For  many  years  he  was  an  extensive  fruit- 
grower and  fruit-dealer,  and  in  this  he  made  much 
of  the  fortune  he  now  possesses.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  has  been  in  feeble  health  and  has  done 
but  little  on  his  farm,  but  3'et  he  has  other  interests 
to  occupy  his  mind,  for  he  is  said  to  be  one  of  the 
largest  money  loaners  in  his  locality.  In  his  beau- 
tiful home,  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life, 
and  with  a  happy  family,  he  is  spending  the  de- 
clining years  of  a  well-spent  life.  He  is  a  Trustee 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  contributes 
liberally  to  its  support,  but  is  not  a  member  of  the 
church. 


€>-^^<^ 


?RANK  D.  PFHLLIPS,  the  original  of  this 
notice,  is  a  descendant  of  old  Revolution- 
ary stock,  his  great-grandfather  having 
served  over  six  years  in  the  struggle  for  indepen- 
dence. The  latter  was  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  where  he  married,  and  where  he  reared  three 
of  the  four  children  born  to  this  union,  viz.:  Peter, 
our  subject's  grandfather;  Eva,  wife  of  Jonathan 
Pulver;  and  Catherine,  wife  of  Fullerton  Carr. 
His  son  Peter  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  Her- 
kimer County,  N.  Y.,  in  1791,  and  his  early  life 
was  passed  in  assisting  on  the  farm  and  in  learning 
the  shoemaker's  trade,  at  which  he  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship of  six  years.  This  trade  he  followed 
at  different  times  throughout  his  entire  life. 

After  serving  his  apprenticeship,  young  Peter 
went  on  the  Hudson  River  as  a  sailor,  and  after 
following  this  for  several  years,  was  married  to 
Miss  Kate  Muckey.  Shortly  after  this  he  left  the 
river  and  bought  farms  in  different  counties  of 
New  York,  but  was  never  contented  to  follow  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  as  a  livelihood,  much  preferring 
to  follow  his  trade.  He  was  also  quite  fond  of' 
travel.  His  death  occurred  in  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1854.  The  eight  children  born  to  his 
marriage  are  in  the  order  of  their  births  as 
follows:  John;  Abraham,  a  soldier  in  the  MeX' 
ican  War;  Richard,  our  subject's   father;  Jacob; 
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Caroline,  wife  of  Jonathan  Britten;  Mary,  wife  of 
Michael  Clapper;  Catherine,  wife  of  Ephraim  Kid- 
der; and  Jane,  wife  of  David  Lowe.  The  father 
of  these  children  was  reared  in  the  Old-School 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Richard  Phillips,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  York  State  January  6,  1822,  and  when 
sixteen  years  of  age  began  the  struggle  of  life  for 
himself.  For  two  years  he  worked  on  the  farm, 
after  which  he  began  learning  the  blacksmith  trade, 
but  after  following  this  for  two  or  three  years, 
dropped  it,  losing  most  of  the  wages  thus  earned. 
He  then  returned  to  the  farm  and  shortly  after- 
ward married  Miss  Sarah  McGivney,  daughter  of 
Melvina  McGivney.  For  four  or  five  years  after 
this  he  was  in  the  village  of  Mt.  Morris,  and  in 
connection  with  teaming  was  engaged  in  farming 
on  rented  land.  In  1854,  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  he  moved  to  Michigan,  and  for  a  short 
time  was  a  resident  of  Lenawee  County.  From 
there  he  moved  to  Allen  County,  Ind.,  and  was 
en<yagcd  in  carrying  on  a  rented  farm  for  about 
four  years.  Cass  County  was  his  next  objective 
point,  but  after  renting  land  there  for  ope  year, 
he  moved  to  Van  Buren  County,  Mich.,  where  he 
resided  until  the  spring  of  1866.  He  then  returned 
to  Cass  County,  and  bought  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  partly  improved  land  where  our 
subject  now  resides,  and  turned  his  attention  to 
farming  and  improving  his  land. 

The  six  children  born  to  his  marriage  were 
in  the  order  of  their  births,  as  follows:  Mary,w4io 
is  the  wife  of  John,  McAlpine;  Eugene,  William 
Millard,  Frank  and  Charles.  Mr.  Phillips  united 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  pohtics, 
he  was  formerly  a  Whig  and  Republican  until 
the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln,  after  which 
he  became  a  strong  Democrat.  He  was  accidentally 
drowned,  falling  through  a  bridge  near  his  home 
March  25,  1893.  In  his  death  the  county  lost  a 
worthy  and  honored  citizen,  and  his  children  a 
kind  and  loving  father. 

Frank  D.  Phillips,  the  original  of  this  notice, 
was  born  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  in  1859,  and  se- 
cured a  good  practical  education  in  the  district 
school.  His  youthful  days  were  spent  in  assisting 
-his  father  on  the  farm,  and  in  1882  he  was  married 


to  Miss  Mary  E.  Jessup,  a  native  of  Ohio,  as  were 
also  her  parents,  Enoch  and  Isabel  (Godfrey)  Jes- 
sup. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jessup  came  to  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  in  1859,  and  became  prominent  citizens  of 
this  county.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Phillips  was 
on  his  father's  farm  for  a  short  time  and  then 
went  to  La  Grange  Township,  this  county,  where 
he  remained  for  one  year.  After  that  he  bought 
a  farm  near  his  father's,  eighty  acres,  and  two 
years  later  returned  to  the  home  place,  which  he 
has  carried  on  since.  He  and  his  three  brothers 
own  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  besides  the 
interest  in  the  home  place,  and  he  is  a  wide-awake, 
enterprising  young  farmer.  He  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming,  and  is  thorough  and  practical  in  all 
his  operations.  To  his  marriage  has  been  born 
one  child,  a  son,  Waldo  E.  Socially,  Mr.  Phillips 
takes  an  active  part  in  the  Patrons  of  Industry 
and  the  Alliance,  and  was  the  first  county  Presi- 
dent of  the  latter.  Since  then  he  has  been  an  ac- 
tive worker  in  the  order.  In  politics,  he  is  inde- 
pendent and  a  Prohibitionist. 


^i^EORGE  A.  MH.LS.  Biographies  of  useful, 
((((--'  upright,  honorable  and  successful  men  not 
^Of  onl:y 


ily  perpetuate  for  their  descendants  the 
events  of  their  lives,  but  also  are  most  instructive 
as  guides  and  incentives  to  others.  The  pages  of 
this  volume  are  studded  with  examples  of  the 
power  of  steadfast  integrity  and  unwavering  per- 
sistence, proving  what  each  one  may  accomplish 
for  himself,  even  though  he  begins  the  battle  of 
life  handicapped  by  poverty  and  other  seemingly 
insurmountable  obstacles.  Nor  does  the  biogra- 
phy of  Mr.  Mills  present  in  this  respect  an  exam- 
ple less  to  be  emulated  and  admired  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  and  co-laborers.  It  is  therefore  with 
pleasure  that  we  direct  the  attention  of  our  read- 
ers to  the  following  brief  outline  of  a  life  spent  in 
the  honorable  discharge  of  public  and  private  du- 
ties and  obligations. 

At  the  present  time  Mr.  Mills  is  conducting  an 
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extensive  business  as  a  mason  and  contractor  in 
Benton  Harbor.  He  is  a  native  of  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
and  was  born  on  the  12th  of  December,  1859.  His 
father,  John  C,  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1807,  and 
inherited  habits  of  thrift  from  a  long  line  of  Scotch 
forefathers.  Emigrating  early  in  life  to  America, 
he  purchased  a  fruit  farm  in  Ottawa,  Canada,  and 
for  a  number  of  years  engaged  in  raising  small 
fruits  and  berries,  which  he  shipped  mainly  to 
Eastern  markets.  Subsequently  he  removed  to 
New  York,  and  for  some  years  was  a  resident  of 
Rochester.  His  death  occurred  in  1889,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  four-score  years  and  two. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Martlia  Labar,  and  is  of  French  descent.  She 
is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Benton  Har- 
bor. Her  four  children  also  survive,  Frank  H.  be- 
ing a  resident  of  Benton  Harbor,  as  are  also  Rob- 
ert W.,  George  A.,  and  Sarah.  The  youngest  son 
of  the  family,  George  A.,  spent  his  boyhood  years 
in  the  city  of  Rochester,  where  he  gained  a  prac- 
tical education  in  the  common  schools.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  went  to  sea,  and  for  two  years  sailed 
in  a  merchant  vessel  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
Oceans.  In  that  way  he  gained  a  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  the  people  of  different  nations,  as 
well  as  their  customs  and  languages. 

Returning  from  the  sea,  Mr.  Mills  commenced 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  mason  in  Rochester,  and, 
upon  gaining  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  trade, 
followed  that  occupation  in  his  native  city.  In 
1822  he  removed  to  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  where  he 
spent  two  years.  In  1884  he  came  to  Benton  Har- 
bor, and  has  since  then  continued  uninterruptedly^ 
at  his  trade  of  a  mason.  He  also  does  an  exten- 
sive business  as  a  contractor,  and  has  been  awarded 
the  contracts  for  the  erection  of  many  of  the  most 
substantial  buildings  in  this  vicinity,  prominent 
among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  Catholic 
Church  at  Benton  Harbor  and  the  Catholic  School 
at  Niles. 

In  1892  Mr.  Mills  erected  the  residence  he  now 
occupies  on  High  Street.  Here,  in  the  society  of 
his  wife  and  children,  Arthur  H.,  Vina  I.  (George 
F.  died  July  24,  1893),  and  Robert  W.,  at  home,  he 
passes  many  of  his  happiest  hours.  Mrs.  Mills  was 
.prior  to  her  marriage,  February   10,  1882,   known 


as  Miss  Fannie  E.  Haines,  and  was  born  in  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y.,  being  a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Char- 
lotte (Giddings)  Haines.  She  is  a  lady  whose  po- 
sition in  social  circles  is  one  of  prominence,  and 
whose  influence  is  always  on  the  side  of  those 
measures  calculated  to  benefit  the  people  and  com- 
munily.  In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Mills  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  always  using  his  influence  for 
the  candidates  of  that  party.  In  his  social  rela- 
tions he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


(41       I^^ENDELL 
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ENDELL  PHILLIPS  ROBBINS,  an  influ- 
business  man  of  Benton  Harbor,  and 
I'ous  dealer  in  lumber  and  build- 
ing material,  was  born  in  Barnstable  County,  Mass., 
on  the  24th  of  August,  1851,  being  the  son  of  Na- 
thaniel and  Huldah  (Howes)  Robbins.  His  father 
was  captain  of  a  sailing-vessel  and  spent  much  of 
his  active  life  upon  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  also 
engaged  in  raising  cranberries  on  the  famous  cran- 
berry marshes  of  Cape  Cod.  Late  in  life  he  retired 
from  the  sea  and  spent  his  closing  years  at  Har- 
wich, Mass.  He  was  a  man  of  firm  convictions 
and  was  one  of  the  early  anti-slavery  agitators,  ii is 
home  being  the  meeting-place  of  many  prominent 
Abolitionists,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned  the 
illustrious  Wendell  Phillips,  after  whom  oursub- 
ject  was  named.  The  father  died  in  1889,  at  the 
age  of  almost  eighty-two  years.  His  wife  had 
passed  away  some  time  prior  to  his  demise. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  passed  his  boyhood 
years  along  the  shores  of  Cape  Cod,  where  he  as- 
sisted his  father  in  gathering  cranberries.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  years  he  left  the  shelter  of  the  pa- 
rental roof  and  started  out  in  life  for  himself. 
Proceeding  to  Taunton,  Mass.,  he  secured  a  cler- 
ical position  in  a  dry-goods  store  there,  and  was 
thus  engaged  for  two  years.  In  1869  he  came  to 
Benton  Harbor,  where  he  became  shipping  clerk 
for  his  brother,  Nathaniel  Robbins,  remaining  in 
his  employ  six  years.  He  then  purchased  an  inter- 
est in  the  lumber  business  in  company  with  B.  B. 
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Eldridge,  the  title  of  the  firm  bein^  Eldridge  & 
Robbins,  and  tiieiryard  being  the  first  established 
in  Benton  Harbor.  After  continuing  in  the  busi- 
ness together  for  eighteen  years,  Mr.  Robbins  pur- 
chased his  partner's  interest  and  has  since  con- 
ducted the  business  alone.  His  lumber-yard  is 
located  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Seventh  Streets, 
and  is  equipped  with  a  complete  assortment  of 
lumber  and  building  material. 

In  1871  Mr.  Robbins  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ilattie  T^.  Rounds,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Benton  Harbor,  being  the  daughter  of 
B.  F.  Rounds,  an  old  and  highly  respected  citizen 
of  this  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robbins  are  the  par- 
ents of  one  daughter,  Grace  L.,  an  intelligent  and 
refined  young  lady,  who  is  at  present  a  clerk  in  her 
father's  oflSce.  Mr.  Robbins  has  been  closely  con- 
nected with  many  of  the  most  important  interests 
of  Benton  Harbor.  For  one  term  he  served  as  In- 
specting Harbor  Master,  and  for  two  years  he  filled 
the  position  of  Alderman  from  the  Second  Ward, 
and  then  resigned.  In  his  political  sympathies,  he 
gives  his  influence  and  support  to  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  at  present  one  of  the  Directors  in  the 
Farmers'  and  Merchants'  Bank  of  Benton  Harbor, 
and  also  a  Director  of  the  Benton  Harbor  Building 
and  Loan  Association.  Socially,  he  is  identified 
with  the  Maccabees.  With  his  family  he  occupies 
a  cozily  furnished  and  attractive  home  located  on 
the  corner  of  Pipestone  Street  and  Lake  Avenue. 


pM^>A|bWi 


^r^EN.  LYMAN  M.  WARD.  There  are  few 
(if  ^__^  men  of  the  present  day  whom  the  world 
^^Jj  acknowledges  as  successful  more  worthy  of 
honorable  mention,  or  whose  history  affords  a  bet- 
ter illustration  of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  a 
determined  will  and  perseverance,  than  Gen.  Ly- 
man M.  Ward,  the  most  eiRcient  Postmaster  at 
Benton  Harbor.  He  was  born  in  Cattaraugus 
County,  N.  Y.,  October  5,  1836,  a  son  of  Rev. 
Abel  C.  Ward  and  grandson  of  John  Ward,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Connecticut 


Abel  C.  Ward  was  a  Congregational  clergyman 
and  ministered  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  his  fellow- 
men  until  his  death  at  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.,  in  1869. 
He  was  of  English  descent.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Esther  Dibble,  was  born  in 
Massachusetts,  and  died  in  July,  1893,  at  her  home 
at  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  aged  eighty-two  years.  Six 
children  were  born  to  this  estimable  couple,  of 
whom  our  subject  is  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  The 
latter  was  reared  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  until 
fifteen  years  of  age,  and  supplemented  a  com- 
mon-school enucation  by  attending  the  High 
School  and  a  private  academy  at  Fond  du  Lac, 
Wis.  Later  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  of- 
fice of  D.  Wood,  of  Fond  du  Lac,  and  there  re- 
mained until  President  Lincoln's  call  for  seventy- 
five  thousand  troops  brought  out  all  his  patriotism. 
He  enlisted  in  the  three-months  service.  Company 
I,  First  Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  after  serving  his 
term,  re-enlisted  in  Company  A,  Fourteenth  Wis- 
consin Infantry,  under  Col.  D.  Wood,  and  was  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

In  1862,  he  was  made  Major  of  his  regiment 
and  was  successively  promoted  to  be  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  and  Colonel  of  the  Fourteenth  Wiscon- 
sin Infantry.  He  was  in  command  of  a  brigade 
for  two  years  and  received  the  brevet  rank  of 
Brigadier-General.  He  was  with  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  in  all  its  numerous  engagements,  and 
no  braver  soldier  than  he  ever  trod  the  red  sod  of 
a  battlefield.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Madison,  Wis., 
in  1865,  and  then  went  to  his  home  in  Fond  du  Lac, 
where  he  remained  until  1866.  In  the  last-named 
year  he  came  to  Benton  Harbor  and  was  engaged 
as  a  horticulturist  for  some  time.  In  1879  and 
1880,  he  represented  Berrien  County  in  the  Legis- 
lature as  a  Republican  candidate,  and  received 
twelve  hundred  and  forty-seven  votes,  while  his 
opponents,  L.  W.  Pearl  and  J.  Van  Dusen,  re- 
ceived seven  hundred  and  thirty-four  and  four 
hundred  and  sixty-one,  respectively.  He  served 
on  several  important  committees  and  gave  satis- 
faction to  his  constituents  and  the  public  in  gen- 
eral. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  1888,  Gen.  Ward  was  ap- 
pointed Postmaster  of  Benton  Harbor  and  has  dis- 
charged the  duties  incumbent  upon  that  position 
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up  to  the  present  time  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned.  The  first  year's  income  of  the  of- 
fice was  $6,000,  but  since  then  it  has  increased  to 
$11,000.  Gen.  Ward's  marriage  occurred  June 
13,  1880,  with  Miss  Nellie  T.  Child,  of  Benton 
Harbor,  but  a  native  of  New  York  State.  Gen. 
Ward  has  ever  taken  an  active  interest,  politically, 
in  the  affairs  of  the  county,  and  has  held  a  num- 
ber of  local  positions.  In  all  things  that  promise 
to  contribute  to  the  good  of  Berrien  County,  he 
may  be  counted  upon  to  take  a  leading  part,  and 
as  a  citizen  and  neighbor  he  stands  second  to 
none. 


?RED  E.  LP^E,  the  General  Manager  of  the 
Beck  with  P^state,  manufacturers  of  the 
Round  Oak  stoves  in  the  city  of  Dowagiac, 
Mich.,  is  an  active  partner  in  Lee  Bros.  &  Co.'s 
Bank  at  Dowagiac  and  is  widely  known  as  an 
energetic  and  successful  business  man.  A  public- 
spirited  citizen,  our  subject  has  for  many  years 
been  closely  identified  with  the  leading  enterprises 
of  Cass  County.  Born  in  Dowagiac,  December  6, 
1858,  he  has  spent  almost  his  entire  life  within  the 
borders  of  the  State. 

During  his  early  youth  Mr.  Lee  attended  the 
public  schools  of  his  home  city,  but  later  enjoyed 
the  advantage  of  a  course  of  stud}^  at  the  Buchtel 
College,  Akron,  Ohio.  His  first  business  experience 
was  gained  in  the  bank  of  his  father,  which  he  en- 
tered in  1877.  About  a  twelvemonth  later,  in 
connection  with  his  brother,  Henry  M.  Lee,  our 
subject  engaged  in  the  grocer}^  business  and  con- 
ducted the  same  for  two  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  this  length  of  time  he  accepted  a  position  in 
the  Round  Oak  Stove  Works,  and  for  three  years 
satisfactorily  discharged  the  duties  of  shipping- 
clerk.  He  next  became  book-keeper  of  the  Stove 
Works  and  at  the  end  of  two  years  resigned  office 
work  and  traveled  for  the  company. ,  Two  3'ears 
were  also  spent  in  this  department  of  the  business. 
Having  passed  through  a  profitable  apprenticeship, 
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Mr.  Lee  practically  fitted  himself  to  become  mana- 
ger of  the  business,  and  has  handled  with  excellent 
results  the  extensive  interests  intrusted  to  his  care 
since  1888,  since  which  time  the  business  has 
grown  four-fold  under  his  management.  In  1889, 
in  company  with  his  father  and  brother,  Henry 
M.,  he  embarked  in  the  banking  business,  to  which 
he  devotes  a  portion  of  his  time. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Kate  Beckwith  September  19,  1879.  Mrs.  Lee,  an 
accomplished  lady  and  a  graduate  of  Mrs.  Grant 
Towle's  School,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  is  a  daughter  of 
Philo  D.  Beckwith,  a  man  of  uncommon  nobility 
of  character,  whose  memory,  honored  and  revered, 
will  long  be  green  in  the  hearts  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen.  Earnest  in  purpose,  kindly  in  word 
and  deed,  he  accomplished  much  of  good  during 
the  years  of  his  prosperous  and  useful  life.  After 
the  death  of  Mr.  Beckwith  his  family  conceived 
the  idea  of  erecting  to  his  memory  the  Beckwith 
Memorial  Theater,  which  was  designed  by  W.  E. 
Brown,  of  Chicago,  and  was  built  at  a  cost  of  fully 
$100,000.  The  auditorium  has  a  seating  capacity 
of  seven  hundred.  The  corner  apartment  in  front 
is  occupied  by  the  bank  of  Lee  Bros.  &  Co.  The 
second  floor  is  used  for  the  various  offices  of  the 
Round  Oak  Stove  Company  and  the  City  Council 
chambers.  The  third  floor  is  devoted  to  the  Round 
Oak  Camp  of  the  Order  of  Woodmen.  The  mag- 
nificent building,  erected  in  1892-93,  was  formally 
dedicated  by  Col.  Robert  G.  Ingersoll,  who  de- 
livered a  brilliant  address  to  a  large  and  appreci- 
ative audience,  gathered  together  from  the  princi- 
pal cities  of  Michigan.  Externally,  the  Beckwith 
Theater,  constructed  of  Lake  Superior  red  sand- 
stone, with  back  walls  of  brick,  presents  an  impos- 
ing appearance,  being  85x115  feet  in  dimensions. 
Three  stories  in  height,  the  front  has  a  genuinely 
monumental  effect.  The  first  story  is  an  arcade  of 
four  great  arches,  with  twenty  feet  to  each  span. 
The  arches  show  the  depth  of  the  wall,  and  a 
strong  band  of  carved  enrichment  lends  additional 
grandeur  to  the  facade.  On  rock-faced  piers,  inter- 
mingling with  the  arches,  are  portraits  of  illustri- 
ous women.  Below,  upon  the  bay  directly  over 
the  main  entrance,  is  a  large  medallion  portrait  of 
P.  D.  Beckwith,   beneath  which  a  carved   panel 
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bears  the  name  of  Beckwith.  In  the  other  front 
bays  are  portraits  in  medallion  of  noted  composers, 
artists  and  authors. 

The  proscenium  of  the  theater  is  square  instead 
of  arched,  twenty -six  feet  wide  and  twenty-six 
feet  high,  and  the  ceiling  slopes  backward,  giving 
to  the  casual  observer  the  impression  that  the 
building  has  been  chiseled  out  of  one  huge  piece 
of  marble.  The  stage  is  fifty  feet  in  width  and 
thirty-eight  feet  deep,  with  an  upper  and  lower 
box  on  either  side.  There  are  fifteen  elegantly 
furnished  dressing  rooms,  and  the  drop-curtain  is 
a  composite  work  of  art,  the  figures  superbly 
drawn  and  painted.  When  Mr.  Lee  went  to  Er- 
nest Albert,  of  Albert,  Grover  &  Burridge,  in  Chi- 
cago, he  asked  the  firm  to  design  a  fitting  memo- 
rial for  a  great  and  good  man,  who  in  life  was 
appreciative  of  the  sublime  and  the  beautiful  in 
poetry,  art  and  literature.  The  work  was  under- 
taken, and  everything  in  tlie  Beckwith  Theater, 
from  the  French  mosaic  floor  of  the  grand  en- 
trance to  the  elegant  carpets  of  the  foyer  and 
parquette,  were  ordered  and  designed  with  special 
reference  to  the  harmonizing  of  each  detail  in  this 
charming  playhouse.  The  main  entrance  to  the 
building  is  in  the  middle  division  of  the  ground 
floor  front,  and  is  eighteen  feet  in  width.  The 
entrance  to  the  new  bank  of  Lee  Bros.  &;  Co.  is 
made  by  the  same  passage.  No  city  has  a  finer 
palace  for  the  banking  business.  As  the  thea- 
ter is  a  model  of  design  and  finish,  so  does  the 
banking  house  surpass  in  elegance  the  usual  struc- 
tures occupied  in  handling  money.  A  full  de- 
scription of  the  embattled  parapet,  with  its  carved 
cherubs,  the  medallion  portraits  and  the  exterior 
finishings  of  the  theater  would  require  columns  of 
space.  A  bird's-eye  view  of  the  interior  reveals  a 
scene  of  luxurious  magnificence.  When  ablaze  with 
electric  light  the  beautiful  tones  of  the  wall  and 
ceiling  are  plainly  revealed,  exquisite  tints  and 
gilded  ornamentation  rivaling  each  other  in  beauty 
and  effect.  A  special  feature  of  the  memorial  thea- 
ter is  the  glass  used  in  tlie  windows.  The  grand 
entrance  screen  of  the  lobby  is  constructed  entirely 
of  jeweled  and  leaded  glass,  Romanesque  in  de- 
sign, in  golden  olive  tones,  upon  a  field  of  crystal 
plate,     The  screen    is  16x18  feet  in  dimensions, 


The  front  window  of  the  bank  is  constructed  of 
the  same  materials,  but  is  semi-circular  in  form,  in 
a  scheme  of  myrtle  and  gold.  This  window  is  sev- 
enteen feet  in  width  and  is  rivaled  by  the  orifices 
in  the  auditorium. 

Mr.  Lee  was  a  prominent  factor  in  the  success- 
ful completion  of  the  prettiest  theater  and  the 
most  beautiful  memorial  of  the  country.  Although 
a  busy  man,  he  has  been  actively  interested  in  pol- 
itics and  was  elected  upon  the  Republican  ticket 
to  the  Mayoral  chair  of  Dowagiac,  receiving  the 
largest  majority  ever  accorded  to  any  candidate 
for  the  office.  He  also  had  the  honor  of  being 
sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  held 
at  Minneapolis  in  1892,  and  was  one  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  notifj'^  Reid  of  the  nomina- 
tion. At  present  he  is  interested  in  the  erection 
of  a  fine  residence  now  building  on  High  Street,  at 
the  head  of  Judson  Avenue.  The  stone  used  in 
the  house  is  unique,  and  when  completed  the 
dwelling  will  be  one  of  the  handsomest  in  the 
State.  In  religious  views  our  subject  is  an  agnos- 
tic, a  deep  thinker,  a  profound  reasoner,  but  lib- 
eral in  judgment  and  sentiment.  Financially  pros- 
pered, Fred  K,  Lee  has  made  many  investments  and 
has  stimulated  local  progress  and  improvements. 
He  is  a  partner  in  the  Dowagiac  Stock  Farm  and 
Vice-President  of  the  Gas  and  P^lectric  Company 
of  the  city,  and,  occupying  a  high  social  and  finan- 
cial position, commands  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
munity among  whom  he  was  born  and  reared. 


W"  OHN  H.  GRAHAM.  An  eminent  judge  on 
being  asked  what  qualities  contribute  most 
to  success,  replied:  "Some  succeed  by  great 
^  talent,  some  by  high  connections,  and  some 
by  miracle,  but  the  majority  succeed  by  commen- 
cing without  a  shilling.''  In  his  youth  the  subject 
of  this  biographical  sketch  had  few  advantages, 
for  his  parents  were  poor  and  he  was  early  obliged 
to  earn  his  own  livelihood,  but,  notwithstanding 
the  disadvantages  under   wbich  J^^  {j^l^gred  in  his 
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boyhood  days,  he  has  achieved  a  degree  of  success 
not  usually  attained.  He  is  President  of  the  well- 
known  Graham  &  Morton  Transportation  Com- 
pany at  St.  Joseph  and  Benton  Harbor,  and  is  also 
President  of  the  Alden  Canning  Company,  the 
success  of  both  enterprises  being  due  largely  to  his 
efforts. 

Born  in  Boone  County,  111.,  December  10,  1849, 
our  subject  is  the  son  of  John  and  Lucinda  (Nich- 
ols) Graham.  He  spent  his  youthful  days  in  Elk- 
hart, Ind.,  where  he  was  a  pupil  in  the  public 
schools.  In  1864  he  came  to  St.  Joseph,  and,  em- 
barking in  the  lumber  business  in  connection  with 
his  father,  gave  his  attention  thereto  until  1870, 
when  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Andrew 
Crawford  in  the  sawmill  and  hardwood  lumber 
business  at  Benton  Harbor.  This  firm  conducted 
an  extensive  business,  and  engaged  in  steamboat- 
ing  in  1875. 

Prior,  however,  to  the  above-mentioned  enter- 
prise, the  Graham  &  Morton  Company  was  estab- 
lished, in  1875,  by  J.  H.  Graham,  J.  Stanley  Morton, 
Andrew  Crawford  and  James  Paxton.  In  1881  the 
business  was  merged  into  a  stock  company,  now 
known  as  the  Graham  &  Morton  Transportation 
Company,  with  Mr.  Graham  as  President,  and  he 
still  holds  that  position.  In  addition  to  this  bus- 
iness, to  which  he  devotes  his  attention  with  as- 
siduity and  energy,  Mr.  Graham  has  other  exten- 
sive interests,  all  of  which  are  proving  remunera- 
tive. He  is  President  of  the  Hotel  St.  Joseph,  an 
elegant  summer  resort  located  on  the  beach  and 
provided  with  two  hundred  and  forty  comfortable 
rooms.  He  is  also  President  of  the  Alden  Canning 
Company,  at  Benton  Harbor,  which  does  a  large 
business  and  is  established  on  a  solid  financial  ba- 
sis, and  is  a  Director  in  the  Union  Banking  Com- 
pany of  St.  Joseph. 

St.  Joseph  has  many  beautiful  homes,  but  none 
more  elegant  or  attractive  than  that  occupied  and 
owned  by  Mr.  Graham.  It  is  a  brick  structure, 
with  picturesque  surroundings  and  perfect  in  its 
interior  appointments.  The  lady  who  presides 
over  this  lovely  home  was  in  her  maiden  days  Miss 
Dora  E.  Chase,  being  the  daughter  of  E.  T.  Chase, 
of  Homer,  Mich.',  although  at  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage she  was  residing  in  Benton  Harbor.     She  be- 


came the  wife  of  Mr.  Graham  on  the  14th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1881,  and  has  since  that  time  been  his  faith- 
ful and  devoted  helpmate.  As  a  Republican,  Mr. 
Graham  takes  an  active  part  in  local  and  State 
politics,  and  no  man  stands  higher  in  the  regard  of 
his  fellow-citizens  than  he. 


♦^♦E 


„y 


^^^ 


?EBEDEE  BEVERLY,  Register  of  Deeds  for 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  a  prominent  in- 
structor of  the  State,  having  for  thirteen 
years  successfully  taught  in  the  schools  of  Cass 
County,  has  resided  in  his  present  locality  almost 
his  entire  lifetime,  and  was  but  a  little  lad  of  four 
years  when  with  his  parents  he  removed  from  his 
birthplace  to  his  future  home  in  the  far  West. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  spent  the  first  years 
succeeding  their  marriage  in  Ohio,  and  in  Gallip- 
olis  Zebedee  Beverly  was  born  July  25,  1856,  of 
Afro-American  parentage.  Four  years  later,  with 
their  family  the  father  and  mother  settled  in 
Michigan,  locating  permanently  in  La  Grange 
Township.  Our  subject  in  childhood  attended  the 
common  schools  of  his  home  neighborhood,  and 
within  the  limits  of  the  district  firmly  laid  the 
broad  foundation  of  a  more  extended  education. 
Mr.  Beverly  was  a  lover  of  books  and  study,  and 
the  time  spent  in  school  was  fruitful  in  seeds  of 
knowledge,  which  later  bore  an  abundant  harvest. 
For  three  years  our  subject  enjoyed  the  benefit 
of  a  thorough  course  of  instruction  in  the  State 
Agricultural  College  at  Lansing,  Mich.  Having 
by  this  time  attained  to  early  manhood,  he  began 
life  for  himself  by  teaching  school  in  Cass  County. 
He  was  from  the  first  successful  in  his  chosen  avo- 
cation, being  specially  apt  as  an  instructor,  and 
without  diflficulty  securing  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  his  pupils.  After  thirteen  years  of  un- 
wearied devotion  to  his  profession,  he  devoted 
about  eight  years  to  the  tonsorial  business  in  Cass- 
opolis,  and  was  elected  to  his  present  responsible 
position  in  November,  1892.     Entering  upon  a 
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two-years  term  of  office  as  Re^i|J;er  of  Deeds,  he 
with  efficient  fidelity  discharges  the  duties  now  de- 
volving upon  him.  Politically,  Mr.  Beverly  is  a 
stanch  Republican  and  a  firm  believer  in  the  prin- 
ciples and  platform  of  the  party.  An  intelligent 
and  conscientious  citizen,  he  is  actively  interested 
in  both  local  and  National  issues,  well  realizing  the 
necessity  of  placing  important  positions  of  trust 
only  in  the  hands  of  those  fitted  by  education  and 
natural  ability  to  perform  worthily  their  public 
work. 

Upon  June  5,  1881,  Zebedee  Beverly  and  Miss 
Sarah  E.  Calloway  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs. 
Beverly,  an  accomplished  lady,  was  prior  to  her 
marriage  a  resident  of  the  town  of  Porter,  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  and  there  enjoyed  the  high  regard 
of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  The  pleasant 
home  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  two  children,  a  son  and  daugh- 
ter. The  son,  Asa  L.  Beverly,  and  the  daughter, 
Verna  M.,  will  be  accorded  every  opportunity  for 
a  thorough  education.  Mr.  Beverly  has  been  as- 
sociated with  the  upward  progress  of  Cass  County, 
and  although  comparatively  young  in  years  has 
witnessed  remarkable  changes  and  rapid  develop- 
ment in  enterprise  since  his  early  daj's  of  child- 
hood. His  interests  have  ever  centered  in  Cass 
County,  and  here  he  has  given  patient  and  valu- 
able labor,  whose  results  only  the  coming  years 
may  evidence. 


¥ILLIAM  H.  VOGLE,  proprietor  of  the 
commodious  livery  stables  located  in  Cass- 
opolis,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is  an  energetic 
business  man  and  a  leading  citizen  of  his  home 
locality.  Furnishing  to  the  local  and  traveling 
public  excellent  facilities  for  s[)eedy  and  comfort- 
able conveyance,  he  enjoys  extended  patronage 
and  rapidly  increasing  business.  Mr.  Vogle  was 
born  in  Wills  Township,  La  Porte  County,  Ind., 
April  12,  1854,  and  is  the  only  sou  of  George  and 


Mary  Ann  (Jeffrey)  Vogle.  The  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  Germany,  and  in  the  Fatherland  was  trained 
to  habits  of  industrious  thrift,  early  becoming 
manly  and  self-reliant.  When  twenty  years  of  age 
he  determined  to  emigrate  to  the  land  of  promise 
be^^ond  the  sea,  and  sailed  for  America.  Arriving 
safe  and  sound  in  the  United  States,  he  continued 
his  journey  to  the  Westward  and  located  in  Indi- 
ana, soon  receiving  employment  in  the  railroad 
shops  at  La  Porte.  A  thorough  mechanic  and  adept 
in  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  he  engaged  in  that 
line  of  work  and  continued  in  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  daily  toil  until  his  death,  at  thirty-three 
years.  An  upright  man  and  an  excellent  citizen, 
his  loss  was  mourned  by  many  friends  and  fellow- 
employes  in  the  railroad  shops. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  the 
East,  her  ancestors  being  Quakers,  and  among  the 
highly  esteemed  residents  of  New  Jersey.  Mr.  Vo- 
gle attended  the  excellent  schools  of  La  Porte  and 
received  his  education  and  was  reared  to  mature 
years  in  his  birthplace.  Our  subject  was  twenty- 
four  years  of  age  when  he  made  his  home  in  Mich- 
igan in  1878.  He  located  in  Edwardsburgh,  Cass 
County,  where  he  remained  in  business  for  three 
years.  He  then  received  a  position  as  traveling 
saJesman  for  A.J.  Clelland  &  Son,  selling  fanning- 
mills  in  Ohio  for  three  years.  In  1884  he  decided  to 
try  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  and  went  on  to  a 
farm  in  Ottawa,  where  he  continued  to  till  the  soil 
until  the  fall  of  1891;  he  then  removed  to  Cassop- 
olis  and  profitably  engaged  in  the  livery  business, 
which  from  the  first  was  an  assured  success.  Mr. 
Vogle  has  a  wide  acquaintance  among  the  commer- 
cial travelers,  who  are  among  his  best  customers. 
In  May,  1893,  our  subject  purchased  the  property 
of  the  Presbyterian  Society,  adjoining  his  business 
location,  which  he  had  owned  for  some  time.  He 
is  now  about  to  remove  his  old  barns,  and  will  soon 
erect  upon  the  fine  frontage  a  handsome  and  sub- 
stantial brick  structure,  which  will  enable  him  to 
accommodate  a  larger  stock  of  teams,  and  more 
full}'  meet  the  requirements  of  his  large  business. 

In  1867,  William  H.  Vogle  and  Miss  Mary  E. 
Sweet  land  were  united  in  marriage.  The  estima- 
ble wife  of  our  subject  is  a  daughter  of  Augustus 
and  Lydia  (Tanner)  Sweetland,of  JJclv^ardsburgh, 
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to  which  place  she  came  wlien  eleven  years  old, 
and  resided  with  her  uncle,  Levi  Aldrich.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sweetland  were  natives  of  New  York, 
where  they  were  reared  and  educated.  The  very 
pleasant  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yogle  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  son,  George  S.  Vogle, 
named  in  honor  of  the  paternal  grandfather,  who 
passed  to  his  rest  so  many  j^ears  ago.  Our  subject 
is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  takes  an  active  inter- 
est in  National  and  local  affairs.  Fraternally,  he 
is  connected  with  Ottawa  Lodge  No.  49,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  being  Past  Grand  Commander  of  the  same. 


,  EV.  GEORGE  CLINTON  VAN  VECHTEN 
EASTMAN,  D.  D.,  was  born  in  Addison 
County,  Vt.,  July  22,  1813.  He  is  a  mem- 
^^  ber  of  a  family  represented  in  New  Eng- 
land history  for  several  generations,  and  of  sub- 
stantial p]nglish  stock.  His  grandfather,  Jonathan 
Eastman,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  in 
Haverhill,  and  for  many  years  resided  in  the  Green 
Mountain  State.  There  Amos  Eastman,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  and  reared.  From  that 
State  he  went  to  the  service  of  his  country  during 
the  War  of  1812,  returning  home  with  the  well- 
earned  title  of  Captain,  and  in  that  State  he  closed 
his  eyes  to  the  scenes  of  time,  when  his  life's  work 
was  ended.  His  wife  was  Sarah  Hewett,  a  native 
of  New  York  State  and  of  German  extraction. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  spent  his 
boyhood  in  Addison  County,  Vt.,  and  prepared 
for  college  in  the  academy  at  Middlebury,  after 
which  he  entered  the  college  at  that  place,  being 
graduated  in  1829.  In  1880  his  Alma  Matei'  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  degree  of  D.  1).,  and  about 
the  same  time  he  received  the  degree  of  S.  T.  D. 
from  Trinity  College,  at  Hartford,  Conn.  At 
Marblehead,  Mass.,  in  1834,  he  was  ordained  to  the 
priesthood,  the  impressive  ceremony  being  per- 
formed in  St.  Michael's  Church  by  the  Rt.-Rev. 
Mr.  Griswold,  at  that  time  Bishop  of  the  New 
England  States,  excepting  Rhode  Island. 


Dr.  Eastman  served  as  rector  in  churches  in  the 
States  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Maine,  New 
York,  Vermont,  Kansas  and  Michigan,  as  well  as  in 
Canada.  For  a  time  he  was  rector  of  Trinity  Church 
at  Fairfield,  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  whence  he 
returned  to  Vermont,  and  later  accepted  a  pastor- 
ate in  New  Brunswick,  Canada.  After  again  so- 
journing for  a  short  time  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  he  went  to  Kansas  and  labored  there  as  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel  at  Pittsburgh.  Coming  to 
Michigan,  he  settled  in  Benton  Harbor  in  July, 
1884,  and  became  pastor  of  the  Holy  Trinity  Mis- 
sion, there  being  no  church  edifice  at  the  time  of 
his  coming  hither.  Through  his  efforts  funds  were 
secured  and  an  elegant  brick  structure  was  erected 
on  Pipestone  Street.  Of  this  church  he  remained 
in  charge  until  1891,  when  he  retired  from  the 
ministry,  after  having  spent  fifty-seven  years  in 
pastoral  work. 

For  eleven  years  Dr.  Eastman  was  at  the  head 
of  a  private  boarding-school  for  boys,  located  at 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  he  was  also  Principal  of  the 
Cary  Collegiate  Seminary,  in  Genesee  County,  N. 
Y.,  for  four  years.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Democrat, 
with  Prohibition  sympathies.  About  fifty  years 
ago  he  became  a  member  of  tlie  Masonic  order, 
belonging  to  the  Commandery  at  Montpelier,  Vt., 
and  filled  the  position  of  Grand  Prelate  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Vermont  for  a  period  of 
two  years.  He  took  the  Commandery  degree  at 
Saratoga,  N.  Y.  He  has  also  taken  the  fourteen 
degrees  of  the  Scottish  Rite  Masonry,  being  a 
member  of  the  Lodge  of  Perfection.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  held  fraternal  relations  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  but  has  sev- 
ered his  active  connection  with  that  organization. 

In  September,  1834,  Dr.  Eastman  married  Miss 
Minerva  M.  Hitclicock,  a  native  of  Kingsbury, 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of 
Noble  Hitchcock,  of  that  county.  Mrs.  Minerva 
Eastman  died  at  Burlington,  Vt.,  in  1878,  leaving 
one  daughter,  Hattie  E.,  the  wife  of  Charles 
Walker,  of  Burlington,  Vt.  June  7,  1882,  occurred 
the  marriage  of  Dr.  Eastman  and  Mrs.  Margaret 
Cook,  who  was  born  in  Page  County,  Va.,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Peter  Hay,  a  resident  of  the  Old 
Dominion.     The  Hay  family  originated   in  Scot- 
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land  and  its  representatives  in  this  country  have 
been  distinguished  for  the  Scotch  traits  of  perse- 
verance and  thrift.  Mrs.  Eastman  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  and  is  a  lady  of  kindly  dispo- 
sition and  large  heart,  who  is  loved  and  esteemed 
for  her  many  excellent  qualities. 

A  life  so  noble  and  uplifting  as  that  of  Dr. 
Eastman  is  worthy  the  emulation  of  posterity,  and 
speaks  in  language  more  eloquent  than  words  of 
consecrated  efforts  and  unselfish  devotion.  For  a 
period  covering  more  than  half  a  century  he  la- 
bored zealously  and  unweariedly  to  advance  the 
interests  of  the  church  and  lead  sinners  to  Christ. 
Many  have  been  induced  by  his  eloquent  appeals 
to  become  Christians,  and  his  efforts  have  been 
successful  in  securing  the  moral  and  spiritual  ele- 
vation of  many.  Not  many  years  shall  pass  away 
ere  "the  silver  cord  shall  be  loosed  and  the  wheel 
broken  at  the  cistern,*'  but  though  his  long  and 
honored  life  shall  reach  its  peaceful  close,  the  good 
he  has  accomplished  shall  never  die.  Through 
countless  ages  to  come,  and  indeed  until  time 
shall  be  no  more,  the  fruitage  of  some  kind  word 
spoken  or  some  kind  deed  done  will  be  borne  in 
the  hearts  and  lives  of  generations  yet  unborn. 


'  BRAHAM  HUTCHINGS,  deceased,  was  one 
of  the  prominent  pioneer  citizens  of  Mich- 
igan, and  located  in  the  West  at  a  very 
early  day.  He  was  born  in  the  year  1809, 
and  was  a  native  of  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood  and  was  trained  in  the  daily 
routine  of  agricultural  duties.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  Ulster  County,  and  in 
1835  married,  soon  after  with  his  wife  journeying 
to  Cass  County,  Mich.  Locating  upon  the  banks 
of  Lilly  Lake,  our  subject  entered  land  from  the 
Government, and,  energetic  and  industrious,  im- 
proved almost  one  hundred  acres,  bringing  a  large 
portion  of  the  farm  up  to  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion.    In  1845  Mr.  Hutchings  with  his  family  re- 


moved to  another  location,  settling  in  the  woods 
three  miles  north  of  his  former  home.  The  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  was  yet  in  a  wild 
state,  but  soon  yielded  to  the  patient  tilling  of 
the  soil  and  became  a  valuable  homestead  and  an 
excellent  piece  of  farming  property.  When  Abra- 
ham Hutchings  first  settled  in  Michigan  neighbors 
were  few  and  far  between.  Game  was  abundant, 
but  gradually  disappeared  before  the  advancing 
tide  of  emigration. 

Our  subject  was  twice  married.  By  his  first 
wife  he  had  two  children,  both  daughters,  Mary 
and  Susan.  Entering  the  bonds  of  matrimony  a 
second  time,  he  married  Miss  Can  dace  Graham, 
who  resided  near  Toledo,  Ohio.  After  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  Hutchings  and  his  second  wife  in  Michigan 
two  sons  were  born  unto  them,  Newton  and  Wal- 
lace, the  latter  of  whom  died  in  Washington  City, 
while  in  the  service  of  his  country.  Politically, 
our  subject  was  a  Republican  and  always  took  an 
active  interest  in  both  local  and  national  affairs. 
He  was  a  liberal  and  public-spirited  citizen,  ever 
ready  to  aid  in  matters  of  progress  and  reform, 
and  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  His 
eldest  and  only  surviving  son,  Newton  Hutchings, 
was  born  in  Cass  County  in  1836,  and,  reared  upon 
the  homestead,  assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of 
the  farm  and  attended  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  Arriving  at  manhood,  Newton 
Hutchings  began  life  for  himself,  and  in  1861  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Perkins.  The  husband  and 
wife  settled  at  once  upon  a  farm,  entering  with 
energy  into  the  pursuit  of  agriculture. 

As  the  years  passed  Mr.  Hutchings  was  prospered, 
and,  adding  to  his  possessions  from  time  to  time, 
was  enabled  to  purchase  the  old  homestead  of  his 
father,  which  was  endeared  to  the  son  by  the  asso- 
ciations of  boyhood.  Under  his  fostering  care  the 
acres  have  increased  in  value,  and  the  farm,  finely 
improved,  is  among  the  best  in  Cass  County.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Newton  Hutchings  reared  one  son,  Wal- 
lace, now  in  the  employ  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railroad  Company.  Like  his  father,  Newton 
Hutchings,  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  a  stanch  advocate  of  its  principles  and  plat- 
form. He  has  never  been  desirous  for  political  pre- 
ferment, but  has  held  with  ability  various  school 
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offices  and  given  earnest  effort  in  behalf  of  educa- 
tional advancement.  In  1864  Mr.  Hutchings  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  Government  and  enlisted 
in  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-seventh  Ohio 
Infantry.  With  his  regiment  he  went  to  the  scene 
of  conflict  and  remained  in  the  South  actively  en- 
gaged in  military  duty  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
With  the  exception  of  the  period  of  his  enlistment, 
Mr.  Hutchings  has  spent  his  life  in  and  adjacent 
to  his  birthplace,  and  has  long  been  accounted 
one  of  the  most  substantial  citizens  and  prosperous 
agriculturists  of  Cass  County. 


_i=^ 


':>^r-<m^ 


eALVIN  E.  JILLSON.  A  marked  feature  of 
the  business  operations  of  the  merchants  of 
Berrien  Count}^  is  their  enterprise,  and  this 
is  one  of  the  prominent  characteristics  of  Mr.  Jill- 
son,  well  known  as  the  owner  and  proprietor  of 
the  largest  mercantile  establishment  in  Stevens- 
ville.  Through  enterprise  and  industry  he  has 
established  a  large  and  lucrative  trade  with  the 
citizens  of  the  place  and  the  farmers  of  the  sur- 
rounding country,  and  is  widely  known  as  a  man 
of  reliable  business  dealings  and  excellent  judg- 
ment. He  gives  steady  employment  to  a  cashier, 
book-keeper  and  a  force  of  four  clerks,  and  in  his 
large  store  keeps  a  complete  line  of  dry  goods, 
boots  and  shoes,  groceries  and  hardware. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  are  Job  and  Eleanor 
Jillson,  the  former  being  a  native  of  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  reared  and  married. 
He  engaged  in  farming  pursuits  in  the  Empire 
State  until  about  1850,  when  he  migrated  to  Mich- 
igan and  settled  in  Sod  us  Townsliip,  Berrien 
County.  Purchasing  a  tract  of  unimproved  land, 
he  identified  himself  with  the  growth  and  progress 
of  the  county  and  was  numbered  among  its  early 
settlers.  As  the  years  passed  by,  he  was  enabled 
to  realize  more  fully  the  reward  of  his  earlier  ef- 
forts, and  was  known  as  one  of  the  well-to-do  men 
of  the  township.  However,  in  1882,  he  removed 
further  West  and  made  settlement  upon  a  farm  in 


South  Dakota,  where  he  remained  until  his  death, 
June  22,  1893. 

After  locating  in  South  Dakota,  the  senior  Mr. 
Jillson  was  closely  connected  with  the  public 
affairs  of  Edmunds  County,  and  in  1891  and  1892 
was  chosen  to  represent  his  fellow-citizens  in  the 
State  Legislature,  being  elected  to  that  honorable 
position  upon  the  ticket  of  the  Independent  party. 
He  always  maintained  a  deep  interest  in  politics, 
and  believed  that  the  adoption  of  a  free-tr^de  pol- 
icy would  be  of  material  benefit  to  the  country. 
In  his  religious  belief,  he  for  many  years  held 
membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
namely:  Anna,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  Warner, 
a  carpenter  residing  in  Canada;  Helen,  a  widow,who 
has  conducted  her  husband's  business  at  Eau  Claire 
since  his  death  in  1890;  Mary,  wife  of  James  Paul, 
a  merchant  engaged  in  business  at  Eau  Claire,  Ber- 
rien County;  Calvin  p].;  Lansing,  a  farmer  of  South 
Dakota;  and  Cornelius,  also  an  agriculturist  of  that 
State. 

Upon  the  old  homestead  in  Sodus  Township  our 
subject  grew  to  manhood,  meantime  attending  the 
district  schools  and  the  Benton  Harbor  school.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-two  he  commenced  to  teach 
school  in  Lincoln  Township,  and  followed  that 
profession  for  three  years.  After  he  discontinued 
that  work,  he  entered  the  employ  of  his  brother- 
in-law,  P.  Stapleton,a  merchant  of  Eau  Claire,  Ber- 
rien County,  and  remained  with  him  for  two  j^ears. 
He  then  came  to  Stevensville,  where  he  purchased 
the  stock  of  goods  owned  b}^  A.  H.  McMaster,  and 
afterward  added  a  complete  assortment  of  dry 
goods,  making  the  establishment  one  of  the  most 
extensive  in  the  county.  On  the  18th  of  June, 
1882,  he  took  into  the  business  P.  Stapleton,  the 
firm  becoming  C.  E.  Jillson  &  Co.,  and  as  such 
doing  business  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Stapleton, 
which  occurred  in  September,  1890.  Mr.  Jillson  is 
administrator  of  the  Stapleton  estate. 

April  11,  1883,  Mr.  Jillson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Jennie  M.,  daughter  of  James  A. 
Johnson,  one  of  the  prominent  residents  of  Berrien 
County.  Mrs.  Jillson  was  born  in  New  York 
State,  removing  to  Kalamazoo  Count}^,  Mich.,  in 
childhood,  and  soon  afterward  coming  to  Berrien 
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County,  where  she  grew  to  womanhood.  Their 
four  children  are  named  Orren  B.,  Charles  M., 
Pearl  May  and  Katie.  In  addition  to  the  store  at 
Stevensville,  Mr.  Jillson  also  for  one  year  con- 
ducted a  branch  establishment  at  Baroda,  this 
county,  and  shortly  afterward  purchased  a  one-half 
interest  in  a  dry-goods  store  at  Ovid,  Clinton 
County,  this  State,  the  other  member  of  the  firm 
being  F.  E.  Hazel.  In  political  matters  Mr.  Jillson 
is  a  Democrat,  and  has  filled  various  positions  of 
trust,  having  been  Clerk  of  Lincoln  Township  for 
three  terms.  Township  Superintendent  of  Schools 
for  two  terms,  and  a  member  of  the  Village  Board. 


Jl|  OSEPH  FORESMAN.  Now  in  the  twilight 
I  of  his  useful  life,  Mr.  Foresman  can  look 
l|  back  upon  his  past  life  with  the  realization 
^^^^'  that  he  has  not  lived  or  labored  in  vain. 
As  the  result  of  his  energy  he  has  surrounded  his 
family  with  all  the  comforts  of  existence  and  has 
also  smoothed  his  declining  years.  A  man  of 
wide  travel  and  experience,  he  is  an  interesting 
conversationalist  and  can  narrate  many  a  thrilling 
tale  of  pioneer  scenes  and  incidents  of  life  in  the 
mining  regions  of  the  far  West. 

At  present  Mr.  Foresman  is  a  resident  of  section 
21,  La  Grange  Township,  Cass  County.  Pennsyl- 
vania was  the  State  of  his  birth,  and  he  was  born 
in  Lycoming  County  May  23,  1816,  being  the  son 
of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Anderson)  Foresman.  The 
paternal  grandparents  were  natives  of  Ireland, 
who  emigrated  to  America  and  made  settlement 
in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  where  Samuel  Foresman 
was  born.  The  last-named  was  reared  on  a  farm 
in  the  Keystone  State,  acquiring  a  good  education 
in  the  district  schools.  Pearly  trained  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  he  naturally  chose  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer  for  his  life  calling,  in  addition  to 
which  he  also  engaged  in  milling.  He  owned  a 
mill  in  tlie  county  of  Lycoming,  and  became 
widely  known  as  an  industrious,  energetic  man,  of 
good  business  habits  and  excellent  judgment.    He 


was  one  of  those  men  who  courted  no  man's  favor 
and  feared  no  man's  frown,  as  true  to  duty  as 
the  needle  to  the  pole;  honest  and  kind,  resolute 
and  noble. 

The  next  to  the  younger  in  a  family  of  sixteen 
children,  Joseph  Foresman  is  the  only  survivor  of 
the  entire  number.  He  was  bereaved  by  the  death 
of  his  father  when  six  years  of  age,  and  eleven 
years  afterward  he  was  orphaned  by  his  mother's 
death.  When  not  more  than  thirteen  he  com- 
menced to  work  by  the  mouth,  and  soon  developed 
those  traits  of  self-reliance  and  resolute  purpose 
which  have  so  largely  contributed  to  his  success. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  an  apprentice- 
ship to  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  two  and  one-half  years.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  apprenticeship  he  removed  to 
Logansport,  Ind.,  where  he  was  employed  at  his 
trade  for  six  years.  About  that  time  he  married 
Hester  Wear,  who  bore  him  four  children,  Eliza- 
beth J.,  the  wife  of  Levi  Case,  being  now  the  only 
survivor. 

Coming  to  Michigan  as  early  as  1844,  Mr.  Fores- 
man settled  three  miles  from  Cassopolis,  in  Cass 
County,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  on 
which  he  established  a  home.  For  some  time  he 
conducted  a  blacksmith  shop  and  did  an  extensive 
business  among  the  people  of  the  community.  In 
1847,  at  the  opening  of  the  Mexican  War,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  F,  First  Michigan  Infantry, 
Capt.  Whitimore,  of  Niles,  commanding.  With 
his  company  he  marched  to  the  seat  of  war  and 
traveled  throughout  Mexico,  although  he  saw  no 
active  service.  Returning  to  Michigan,  he  was 
bereaved  six  months  afterward  by  the  death  of 
his  wife.  In  1890  he  married  again,  choosing  as 
his  wife  Mrs.  Susan  Moore,  nee  Scofield. 

In  1850,  Mr.  Foresman  removed  to  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  Thence 
he  went  to  California  with  a  party  of  friends,  the 
trip  being  made  with  four  wagons  overland,  and 
occupying  nearly  five  months.  At  Placerville  Mr. 
Foresman  engaged  in  mining  for  four  years  with 
indifferent  success,  and  later  he  went  to  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  State,  where  he  followed  his  trade 
for  two  years.  Then  he  went  to  British  Colum- 
bia, where  he  remained  for  six  years.     On  his  re- 
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turn  to  the  United  States  he  settled  in  Washing- 
ton and  engaged  in  lumbering;  he  also  dealt  in  real 
estate  for  a  period  of  twenty-three  years.  He  did 
not,  however,  feel  content  to  make  his  permanent 
home  in  the  far  West,  and  his  mind  often  reverted 
to  his  old  home  in  Michigan.  He  finally  de- 
cided upon  returning  hither,  and  accordingly  in 
1890  he  came  back  to  Cass  County  and  settled  on 
the  place  where  he  now  lives,  and  where,  in  all 
probabilty,  he  will  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
The  farm  belongs  to  his  wife.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  while  residing  in  Washington 
served  as  Sheriff  of  Clallam  County. 


-^]. 
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^^  EORGE  S.  BASSETT.  Benton  Harbor  con- 
Ill  ^ tains  a  number  of  beautiful  residences,which 

^^;Ji|i  in  point  of  architectural  design  and  attrac- 
tive surroundings  rival  the  more  pretentious 
homes  of  the  city.  One  of  the  most  elegant  resi- 
dences in  the  village  is  that  owned  and  occupied 
by  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  It  is  pleasantly  lo- 
cated at  No.  131  Brunson  Avenue,  and  is  a  sub- 
stantial frame  structure,  containing  all  the  modern 
improvements  and  furnished  with  an  elegance  and 
taste  betokening  the  refinement  and  culture  of  the 
inmates. 

The  owner  of  this  home,  Mr.  Bassett,  is  the  sen- 
ior member  of  the  firm  of  Bassett  &  Loring,  deal- 
ers in  real  estate,  wood  and  coal  at  Benton  Harbor, 
and  also  insurance  agents,  representing  a  number 
of  the  best  companies.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  on  the  24th  of 
August,  1846,  and  is  the  descendant  of  English 
ancestors.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John  Bassett, 
was  a  native  of  New  York,  where  also  the  father 
of  our  subject,  Orin,  was  born.  The  latter  settled 
at  an  early  day  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  and  then 
removed  to  Peoria,  III.,  in  1847,  and  in  1889  came 
to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  where  he  now  resides. 
His  wife  was  a  Miss  Margaret  Moore,  and  was  born 
in  Virginia. 

George  S.  Bassett  is  the  third  son  among  nine 


children.  He  was  only  one  year  old  when  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  Peoria,  111.;  later  here- 
moved  to  La  Salle  County,  III.,  and  prepared  for 
college  at  the  Tonica  High  School.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  years  he  entered  Hedding  College,  at  Ab- 
ingdon, Knox  County,  III.,  where  he  prosecuted 
his  studies  with  diligence  for  some  time.  Upon 
leaving  the  college  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising,  making  a  specialty  of  breeding  fine 
thoroughbred  Hereford  cattle,  and  conducting  a 
general  farming  business  with  success.  In  the  fall 
of  1891  he  disposed  of  his  agricultural  interests 
and  soon  afterward  came  to  Benton  Harbor,  where 
he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness. In  the  spring  of  1893  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  B.  B.  Eldridge,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Bassett,  Eldridge  &  Co.,  and  did  a  large  trade  in 
wood  and  coal.  In  July,  1893,  Mr.  Eldridge  went 
out  of  the  firm. 

In  December,  1871,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Bassett  and  Miss  Huldah  Pitch,  the  daughter  of 
Charles  Fitch,  of  Missouri.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bas- 
sett are  the  parents  of  two  daughters:  Nellie  M. 
and  Lois  A.  In  their  religious  belief,  they  are 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  contribute  with  the  utmost  generosity  to  the 
various  enterprises  of  that  denomination.  Politic- 
ally, Mr.  Bassett  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  always  gives  his  influence 
to  its  support. 


I— >»^f> 


OY  W.  HENDRYX.  Among  the  younger 
professional  men  who  have  already  attained 
positions  of  influence  is  the  prominent 
attorn ey-at-law  whose  name  is  here  presented. 
Now  a  resident  of  Dowagiac,  he  was  born  in  Cuba, 
Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  20th  of  July,  1861, 
and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Eunice  (Try on)  Hen- 
dry x.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Nathan  Hendryx, 
was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  in  Madison  County, 
that  State,  James  Hendryx,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born.     He   grew    to   manhood     in    Allegany 
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County,  N.  Y.,  and  having  been  reared  to  farming 
pursuits,  naturally  chose  agriculture  as  his  life  oc- 
cupation. A  stanch  advocate  of  Democratic  prin- 
ciples, he  was  deeply  interested  in  political  matters, 
and  in  the  Tilden  campaign  for  Governor  in  1874 
gave  the  weight  of  his  influence  to  the  Democratic 
candidate,  of  whom  he  was  a  warm  admirer.  In 
his  farming  pursuits  he  met  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary success,  and  as  the  result  of  his  good  judgment 
and  untiring  industry,  attained  a  measure  of  pros- 
perity that  falls  to  the  lot  of  but  few.  His  death 
occurred  in  1875. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  seven  children, 
of  whom  live  are  now  living.  Coy  W.  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  Allegany  County  and  received  his 
early  education  in  the  graded  schools  of  Cuba. 
Later  he  entered  Cook  Academy,  at  Havana,  N.  Y., 
and  also  for  a  time  conducted  his  studies  in  the 
college  at  Newtown,  near  Philadelphia,  graduating 
from  the  latter  institution  in  1878.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  teaching  for  two  years  and  filled  the 
position  of  Principal  of  the  schools  at  Clarksville, 
N.  Y.  In  April,  1879,  he  came  to  Dowagiac  and 
entered  the  law  office  of  Spafford  Try  on,  where  he 
continued  his  legal  studies  until  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  October,  1882. 

Opening  an  office  in  Dowagiac,  Mr.  Hendryx  con- 
ducted his  practice  alone  for  a  time,  and  in  1890 
formed  a  partnership  with  Frank  L.  Hammond, 
(now  of  Benton  Harbor),  continuing  in  that  con- 
nection for  one  year.  Since  then  he  has  been 
alone.  His  office  is  located  in  the  Jewell  Block,  on 
the  corner  of  Front  and  Commercial  Streets,  in 
Dowagiac,  and  he  conducts  a  general  practice  in  all 
the  courts  of  the  State.  In  December,  1886,  he 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  United  States 
Court.  A  Democrat  in  politics,  he  has  held  the 
office  of  Circuit  Court  Commissioner,  and  in  1886 
was  appointed  United  States  Commissioner  for  the 
Western  District  of  Michigan,  which  is  a  life  posi- 
tion. 

In  1885  Mr.  Hendr3^x  married  Miss  Harriett 
Guilford,  the  daughter  of  Charles  Guilford,  a 
prominent  farmer  residing  in  Cuba,  Allegany 
County,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Hendryx  was  born  and  reared 
in  Cuba,  and  completed  her  education  in  Alfred 
Univei-sity.     Three  children  have  been  born  of  this 


union:  Ruth,  Irene  and  Olive.  Socially,  Mr.  Hen- 
dryx is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
takes  a  very  active  interest  in  the  work  of  his 
lodge,  in  which  he  has  occupied  many  of  the  chairs. 
He  is  also  identified  with  the  Legion  of  Honor. 


OHN  WALLACE.  Among  the  business 
men  of  St.  Joseph  engaged  as  dealers  in 
lumber  and  builders'  materials,  Mr.  Wallace 
is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  enterpris- 
ing. He  inaugurated  this  enterprise  in  1881,  and 
has  since  conducted  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  com- 
mend himself  to  the  approbation  and  patronage  of 
the  people  of  the  county.  In  addition  to  lumber 
and  builders'  materials,  he  carries  an  extensive 
stock  of  lath,  wood,  coal,  etc.,  and  transacts  a  large 
business  in  those  lines. 

Mr.  Wallace  was  born  in  Dundee,  Scotland, 
March  7,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary 
(Reed)  Wallace,  natives  of  Scotland.  When  John 
was  six  years  old  his  parents  removed  to  Wayne 
County,  Mich.  His  father  was  an  honest,- indus- 
trious man  and  followed  the  trade  of  a  moulder. 
In  Wayne  County,  John  entered  the  common 
schools  and  gained  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  "three 
R's."  His  schooling  was  limited,  and  his  edu- 
cation was  principally  acquired  in  that  vast  school 
where  all  mankind  are  pupils,  the  school  of  ex- 
perience. Being  a  thoughtful  reader  and  a  close 
observer,  he  has  become  well  informed  upon  all 
subjects  of  general  interest,  and  his  opinions  upon 
matters  of  importance  are  valuable  and  frequently 
sought. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  Mr.  Wallace  was  ap- 
prenticed to  learn  the  trade  of  a  machinist  and 
was  employed  at  that  occupation  for  several  years. 
Later  he  secured  a  position  as  engineer  on  the 
Lakes  in  a  vessel  that  plied  between  St.  Joseph  and 
Chicago  and  between  Buffalo,  Detroit  and  Chi- 
cago. In  1881  he  built  a  tug,  which  had  a  regular 
run  on  the  Lakes  and  through  which  he  made  some 
money.     About   that   time   he   embarked    in    the 
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lumber  business,  which  he  has  conducted  success- 
fully up  to  the  present  time.  As  a  business  man, 
he  is  accurate  in  methods,  conscientious  in  his 
dealings  with  all,  and  uniformly  reliable. 

In  every  question  of  general  interest  Mr.  Wal- 
lace is  not  only  interested,  but  is  well  informed  and 
entertains  definite  opinions.  In  his  political  con- 
nections he  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  is  never  better  pleased  than 
when  he  is  able  to  aid  in  securing  a  great  victory 
for  the  party.  He  has  often  been  called  upon  to 
serve  as  Alderman  of  St.  Joseph,  and  has  also  filled 
with  honor  to  himself  the  positions  of  Collector 
and  Treasurer.  He  is  a  Director  in  the  Union 
Banking  Company  of  this  city,  and  is  (connected 
with  other  prominent  enterprises  of  the  place.  So- 
cially, his  connections  are  with  Occidental  Lodge 
No.  56,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Wallace  occurred  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1860,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Alice, 
daughter  of  James  McMahon,  a  native  of  Ireland. 
Mrs.  Wallace  was  born  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  re- 
ceived her  education  in  the  schools  of  Detroit  and 
Chicago.  Her  marriage  has  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  ten  children,  whose  names  are:  Lewis  D.,  Will- 
iam G.,  Maude  M.,  James,  Alexis  J.,  Edith  A.,  Roy 
F.,  Dudley  B.,  John,  Jr.,  and  Alice  V.  The  fam- 
ily home  is  in  a  beautiful  residence  on  the  corner 
of  Elm  and  State  Streets,  in  St.  Joseph,  and  is  one 
of  the  cozy  dwellings  for  which  this  city  is  noted. 


5*)DM0N  A.  GRAHAM,  agent    of    the   Gra- 
liam   (fe  Morton  Transportation   Company, 

manager  of  the  steamer   "May  Graham," 

and  owner  of  the  Graham  Docks  at  St.  Joseph,  is 
doubtless  more  widely  known  than  any  other  resi- 
dent of  this  city  by  the  lake.  He  is  a  native  of 
Indiana  and  was  born  in  the  city  of  La  Porte  No- 
vember 14,  1841.  Tracing  his  lineage  back  through 
two  generations,  we  find  that  his  paternal  grand- 
father was  William  Graham,  who  was  of  English 
descent,  while  his  maternal  grandfather  bore  the 


name  of  Phineas  Nichols.  Both  were  honorable 
and  upright  men,  industrious  and  persevering,  and 
were  highly  esteemed  in  the  communities  where 
they  resided. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Lucinda 
(Nichols)  Graham,  were  natives  of  New  York,^ 
the  former  having  been  born  in  Chenango  County.  ""^ 
In  his  young  manhood  he  emigrated  to  the  West 
and,  reaching  Indiana,  made  settlement  on  a  farm 
three  miles  from  La  Porte,  where  he  resided  a  few 
years,  and  then  moved  to  Ohio.  Soon  after  he  re- 
turned to  Indiana,  from  there  went  to  Illinois, 
thence  to  Iowa,  and  while  the  family  remained  in 
Iowa  he  made  a  trip  to  California.  In  1864  he 
settled  in  Berrien  County.  Afterwards  he  re- 
turned to  Boone  County,  III., and  settled  on  a  farm 
on  which  he  died  in  1875.  He  was  a  public-spir- 
ited and  enterprising  man  of  irreproachable  con- 
duct and  kindly  disposition. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch   spent   his   boyhood 
years  in  the  several  States  above   mentioned  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  went  to  Elkhart,  Ind.  In 
1864,  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Berrien   Coun- 
ty, where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.     He 
built  a  sawmill  five  miles  south  of  St.  Joseph,  of 
which  he   became   Superintendent,  and  continued 
in  that  capacity   until   he  sold   the  mill  in  1882. 
During  the  same  year  he  removed   to  the  city   of 
St.    Joseph    and    purchased    the    Morrison    Dock, 
which  he  remodeled  and  rebuilt.     Later  he  built 
the  steamer  ''May    Graham,"   which   during  the 
summer  months  plies  the  waters  of   the  St.  Jos- 
eph River  between  St.  Joseph  and  Berrien  Springs, 
carrying  both  passengers  and  freight. 
'     With  various  important  enterprises  of  St.  Jos- 
eph  Mr.   Graham  is  closely   identified  and  is  the 
owner  of  a  large  amount  of  valuable  property  in 
this  city.     He  is  a  stockholder  and  Director  in  the 
Union  Banking  Company,  one  of  the  solid   finan- 
cial institutions  of  western  Michigan.    In  the  bus- 
iness circles   of  Berrien  County  his  name  is  a  fa- 
miliar one,  and  he  is  universally  esteemed  as  an 
energetic   man,    loyal    citizen  and    kind    friend. 
While   by   no  means  pronounced  in   his  political 
preferences,    he   nevertheless   is    devoted    to    the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  believing  its 
platform  best  adapted  to  promote  the  general  wel- 


166 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


fare  of  the  people.    Socially,  he  affiliates  with  Bur- 
nett Lodge  No.  19,  L  O.  O.  F. 

The  Graham  residence  on  Main  Street  is  an  ele- 
gant and  commodious  home,  containing  every 
convenience  to  enhance  the  comfort  of  its  inmates. 
|It  is  presided  over  with  charming  hospitality  and 
grace  by  Mrs.  Graham,  who  became  the  wife  of 
our  subject  in  1869.  She  was  formerly  Edwina  C. 
Bunker,  of  Hager  Township,  this  county,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Bunker.  The  home  is 
brightened  by  the  presence  of  the  only  child  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham,  an  accomplished  young 
lady,  May  Belle. 


_y 


^YRON  R.  BEEBE.  Pre-eminence  is  a  goal 
most  men  strive  to  attain.  No  matter  in 
what  field,  whether  it  be  literature,  art, 
science  or  commerce,  the  ambition  of  the 
true  man  will  push  him  to  such  endeavor  that  his 
success  shall  stand  out  with  glaring  distinctness, 
and  his  position  shall  be  one  above  all  others. 
To  reach  the  highest  mark  in  any  calling  is  in 
these  days  of  rush  and  activity  no  easy  matter. 
In  the  commercial  world,  particularly,  it  is  most 
difficult.  There  competition  is  so  great,  so  many 
men  are  striving  for  the  almighty  dollar  and  for 
fame,  that  the  man  who  makes  his  mark  high  above 
his  fellows  is  justly  entited  to  great  praise  and  to 
all  honor  and  glory.  He  has  won  the  prize  only 
through  true  merit  and  by  having  energy  and 
push. 

We  are  led  to  these  reflections  by  a  study  of  the 
career  of  Byron  Beebe,  who  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent merchants  of  Marcellus,  and  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Beebe  &  Beebe,  dealers  in  dry  goods  and 
general  merchandise.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
Roswell  R.  Beebe,  was  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
State,  born  in  Wilkes  Barre  on  the  3d  of  October, 
1806,  and  the  son  of  Gideon  Beebe,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut.  The  latter  moved  to  Pennsyl- 
vania at  an  early  day  and  followed  farming  on  an 


extensive  scale  until  his  death.  He  had  four  sons 
and  two  daughters  who  grew  to  manhood  and 
womanhood,  and  one  son,  John,  served  in  the 
Black  Hawk  War.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
the  youngest  son. 

Roswell  R.  Beebe  was  but  fifteen  years  of  age 
when  he  moved  to  Huron  County,  Ohio,  with  his 
mother,  and  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  grew  to 
manhood.  There  he  married  Miss  Permelia  Latham, 
who  died  at  the  end  of  six  or  seven  3^ears,  leaving 
three  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living,  Gid- 
eon and  Bruce.  Mr.  Beebe *s  second  marriage  oc- 
curred in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  when  he  married 
Miss  Mary  Young,  a  native  of  Huron  County, 
and  the  daughter  of  Lazarous  Young,  who  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania.  The  latter  was  one  of  the  ear- 
liest settlers  of  Huron  County,  Ohio,  and  for  some 
time  lived  with  the  Indians.  He  was  the  first 
man  married  in  the  county,  and  his  child  was  the 
first  white  child  born  in  what  is  known  as  the  Fire 
Lands  of  Ohio.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
famous  Slocura  family.  Lazarous  Young  was  the 
father  of  fourteen  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Beebe 
was  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

The  father  of  our  subject  followed  farming,  and 
in  connection  was  engaged  as  a  mason,  following 
the  trade  in  Cleveland  and  Sanduskj^  until  1845, 
when  he  came  to  Michigan.  He  first  located  in 
Marcellus  Township,  on  section  1,  and  bought 
partly  wild  land,  on  which  he  resided  until  1881, 
when  he  moved  to  Marcellus.  Here  his  death 
occurred  on  the  28th  of  April,  1893.  His  wife  died 
April  29,  1890.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
county,  and  became  the  owner  of  two  hunded  and 
sixty  acres,  but  divided  with  his  children,  and 
owned  but  one  hundred  acres  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Early  in  life  he  aflaiiated  with  the  Whig 
party,  but  later  became  a  Republican.  He  was 
well  known  all  over  the  count}'-,  was  well  respected 
by  all;  and  was  prominent  in  all  affairs  of  import- 
ance in  the  county.  Two  children  were  born  to 
his  second  marriage:  our  subject,  and  Wealthy, 
who  became  the  wife  of  William  Carrier,  and  now 
resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Marcellus  Town- 
ship. 

Byron  R.  Beebe  was  born  on  the  20th  of  April, 
1845,  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  and  was  about  three 
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years  of  age  when  his  father  came  to  the  Wolver- 
ine State.  His  youthful  days  were  passed  on  the 
old  homestead,  and  his  scholastic  training  was  re- 
ceived in  the  country  schools  of  this  township. 
On  the  4th  of  February,  1806,  lie  married  Miss 
Mary  Ophelia  Aldrich,  who  was  the  daughter  of 
Lewis  Aldiich,  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of 
Flowerfield  Township.  Mrs.  Beebe  was  born  in  New 
York  State  and  died  in  1869.  Mr.  Beebe's  second 
marriage  was  to  Miss  Josephine  D.Bucklin,  daugh- 
ter of  Pitt  Bucklin.  After  his  first  marriage  Mr. 
Beebe  lived  on  the  old  homestead,  which  he  car- 
ried on  until  1873,  when  he  removed  to  Marcellus, 
and  was  there  engaged  in  the  meat  business  for 
about  six  years.  He  then  resumed  farming,  but 
subsequently  engaged  in  the  agricultural-imple- 
ment business  in  Marcellus,  which  he  carried  on 
for  over  two  years. 

In  December,  1891,  he  engaged  in  his  present 
business,  buying  out  the  firm  of  Kester  &  Arnold. 
This  business  is  located  opposite  the  bank  on  Main 
Street,  and  they  have  a  flourishing  trade.  Besides 
this  Mr.  Beebe  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  acres 
of  land,  eighty  acres  on  section  1,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  in  St.  Joseph  County,  just 
over  the  line.  He  is  the  father  of  two  children, 
one  by  his  first  and  one  by  his  second  union.  The 
elder,  Clark  L.,  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Beebe 
&  Beebe;  and  the  younger  child,  Arthur  L.,  is 
clerking  in  the  store.  Politically,  Mr.  Beebe  is  a 
Republican,  and,  socially,  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Free  &  Accepted  Masons. 


f^^  ENRY  P.  BOEHM,  proprietor  of  theCham- 
'^^  pion  Mills  and  the  feed  store  at  No.  112 
^  West  Main  Street,  in  Benton  Harbor,  was 
^^  born  in  Van  Wert  County,  Ohio,  January  4, 
1863,  and  in  his  infancy  was  taken  to  Indiana 
by  his  parents,  Paul  P.  and  Mary  (Hoffman)  Boehm. 
The  father,  who  was  a  man  far  above  the  average 
in  intellect,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  having  emi- 


grated to  America  about  the  year  1857.  In  1875 
he  removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Sodus 
Township,  Berrien  County,  where  he  operated  the 
Champion  Mills,  built  by  David  Rector.  In  his 
you  til  he  had  learned  the  trade  of  a  miller,  and 
his  operations  in  that  line  were  more  than  ordin- 
arily successful.  His  death  in  1886  was  a  loss  to 
the  community,  in  which  he  was  known  as  a  man 
of  probity  and  nobility  of  character.  His  widow 
still  lives  and  makes  her  home  in  Benton  Town- 
ship, Berrien  County. 

Henry  P.  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  among 
the  surviving  members  of  his  father's  family.  His 
childhood  years  were  passed  in  Indiana  and  Mich- 
igan, where  he  gained  the  rudiments  of  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood. 
Early  in  life  he  learned  the  milling  business  of  his 
father,  and  soon  gained  a  practical  knowledge  of 
the  business  in  which  he  has  ever  since  engaged. 
For  a  time  he  rented  and  operated  the  Cowles  Mill, 
on  Pipestone  Creek. 

In  1885,  Mr.  Boehm  again  returned  to  the  Cham 
pion  Mills,  and  two  years  later  he  purchased  the 
property,  and  has  since  operated  it  with  success. 
The  principal  products  of  the  mill  are  corn  and 
buckwheat.  In  April,  1893,  he  opened  a  feed  store 
in  Benton  Harbor  and  has  since  transacted  a  large 
business  in  that  line  among  both  the  citizens  of 
the  city  and  the  people  throughout  the  surround- 
ing country.  In  1892  he  built  a  cider-mill  in 
connection  with  the  gristmill,  and  has  since  that 
time  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cider  and 
vinegar,  with  an  output  of  eighty  barrels  per  day. 
As  a  business  man,  he  displays  good  judgment  in 
his  investments  and  superior  executive  ability. 
He  has  conducted  his  enterprises  upon  such  meth- 
ods as  have  commended  him  to  his  customers,  and 
richly  merits  the  success  which  has  crowned  his 
efforts. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Boehm  took  place  De- 
cember 27,  1887,  to  Miss  Katie  Enos,  of  Millburg, 
Benton  Township,  Berrien  County,  the  daughter 
of  Ira  and  Cornelia  Enos.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boelnn 
have  one  daughter,  Norva.  A  Democrat  in  his 
political  belief,  Mr.  Boehm  has  never  accepted  oflS- 
cial  honors,  preferring  to  devote  his  attention  to 
his  budness.    In  all  the  relations  of  life,sociaUnd 
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commercial,  his  career  lias  ever  been  marked  by  a 
liigli  standard  of  integrity,  and  the  success  which 
has  crowned  his  well-conducted  efforts  has  been 
earned  by  the  application  of  honorable  principles 
to  all  his  transactions. 


JEORGE  E.  BISHOP.  On  Front  Street,  op- 
posite the  Beckwith  Memorial  Building,  in 
Dowagiac,  tlie  passer-by  will  observe  the 
hardware  store  owned  and  managed  by  Mr.  Bishop. 
The  building  has  a  frontage  of  twenty-four  feet 
and  a  depth  of  one  hundred  feet,  and  is  three  sto- 
ries in  height,  in  addition  to  which  a  warehouse  is 
utilized,  22x100  feet  in  dimensions,  for  a  carriage 
repository.  On  the  office  floor  and  second  story 
may  be  found  a  complete  assortment  of  hardware, 
tinware,  stoves  and  agiicultuial  implements,  while 
Xhe  upper  floor  is  used  for  a  tinshop  and  storeroom. 
The  establishment  is  the  finest  of  its  kind  in  the 
county,  and  steady  employment  is  given  to  a  force 
of  five  clerks. 

The  gentleman  whose  energy  has  secured  this 
desirable  result,  and  has  built  up  the  extensive  busi- 
ness now  conducted  under  his  name,  was  born  in 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  12th  of  March, 
1849.  His  father,  Horace  L.  Bishop,  was  born  and 
reaied  in  New  York,  w^iere  he  married  Emmaline 
Allison,  and  after  that  important  event  he  worked 
at  his  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner  in  Genesee 
County.  In  1855  became  to  Michigan  and  settled 
in  Hillsdale  County,  where  he  purchased  land  and 
now  makes  his  home.  He  and  his  estimable  wife 
reared  a  family  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are 
still  living. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Isaac  Bishop,  who  was  born  in  New  England  and 
was  twice  married,  becoming  the  father  of  twenty 
children  who  lived  to  mature  years.  During  the 
Revolutionary  War  he  enlisted  in  the  defense  of 
the  Colonies  and  served  with  valor  and  fidelity  for 
a  period  of  six  years.  With  the  army  he  endured 
all  the  horrors  of  the  winter  at  Valley  Forge,  and 


participated  in  the  battles  of  Cowpens,  Stony  Point 
and  many  of  the  decisive  engagements  of  the  war. 

At  the  time  our  subject  came  to  Michigan  he  was 
six  years  old.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Hillsdale 
County,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools. 
His  first  step  toward  self-support  was  to  secure  a 
position  as  clerk  in  a  mercantile  establishment  at 
Allen,  Hillsdale  County,  where  he  remained  for 
two  and  one-half  years.  Later  he  clerked  in  Cold- 
water,  Mich.,  for  two  and  one-half  years, and  then, 
returning  to  Allen,  he  resumed  his  former  position 
as  clerk.  He  remained  with  his  old  employer 
about  seven  years  longer,  and  in  1881  came 
to  Dowagiac,  and  in  company  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  C.  E.  Dickinson,  bought  out  the  firm  of  W. 
E.  Yrooman  &  Co.  After  two  years  the  firm  of 
Bishop  (fe  Dickinson  dissolved  partnership,  C. 
W.  Yrooman  buying  out  Mr.  Dickinson,  the  title 
of  the  firm  becoming  Bishop  &  Yrooman.  After 
eight  3^ears  thus  spent  Mr.  Bishop  bought  out  Mr. 
Yrooman,  in  Januarj^  1891,  and  has  since  con- 
ducted the  business  alone. 

In  1877  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Bishop  to 
Miss  Jennie  Dickinson,  a  sister  of  his  former  part- 
ner and  the  daughter  of  Higby  Dickinson,  a  furni- 
ture dealer  who  died  in  1876.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bishop  have  three  children:  Edith,  Mary  and 
Dickinson.  A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Bish- 
op has  held  the  oflfice  of  Mayor  of  Dowagiac, 
and  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education 
for  six  years.  He  was  also  Collector  for  Allen 
Township,  Hillsdale  County,  for  several  years. 
Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  the  Order  of  Maccabees  and  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 


m>-^<^^ 


MOS  JONES,  the  owner  of  a  finely-im- 
proved farm  on  section  24,  La  Grange 
Township,  Cass  County,  is  a  native  of 
Ohio,  having  been  born  in  Preble  County 
on  the  13th  of  August,  1820.  He  is  of  Welsh  de- 
scent, his  great-grandfather  having  been  born  in 
Wales  and  emigrating  thence  to  America  iu  the 
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old  Colonial  days.  He  located  in  South  Carolina, 
where  the  grandfather  and  father  of  our  subject 
were  born.  Being  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  he  took  no  part  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  but  his  sympathies  were  strongly  enlisted  on 
behalf  of  the  Colonies. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  George  Jones, 
was  a  son  of  George  and  Jane  Jones,  and  was  born 
in  South  Carolina.  A  farmer  by  occupation,  he 
was  also  a  well-i'ead  man  and  possessed  an  exten- 
sive knowledge  of  all  subjects  of  general  interest. 
After  his  marriage  to  Lydia  Ilobson,  he  removed 
from  South  Carolina  to  Georgia,  where  he  lived 
for  a  short  time,  following  the  trade  of  a  harness 
and  saddle  manufacturer.  In  1802  he  removed  to 
Preble  County,  Ohio,  crossing  the  Ohio  River  at 
Cincinnati,  which  then  contained  a  solitary  log 
cabin.  Having  accumulated  some  property,  he 
came  witU  his  horses  and  other  effects,  and  upon 
his  arrival  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land,  and 
also  entered  claims  for  his  children. 

Later  Grandfather  Jones  removed  to  Butler 
County  and  located  at  Somerville,  on  Elk  Creek, 
where  he  erected  a  large  saw  and  grist  mill  and 
also  built  the  largest  tannery  in  the  State.  He 
gave  his  personal  attention  to  the  management  of 
all  these  enterprises,  and  was  a  man  of  splendid 
judgment  and  rare  ability.  His  residence  was  a 
large  brick  structure,  conveniently  arranged,  and 
supplied  with  all  the  comforts  of  life.  He  and  his 
wife  reared  a  family  of  ten  children,  namely: 
Henry,  Charles,  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Lydia,  George, 
William,  Keziah,  Nathan  and  Martha.  Two  of  the 
family  died  in  infancy.  As  did  his  father,  he 
worked  actively  in  the  Quaker  Church  and  did  much 
toward  increasing  its  usefulness.  He  donated 
the  land  on  which  was  erected  a  very  large  church 
edifice. 

In  June,  1829,  Grandfather  Jones  came  to 
Michigan  and  attended  the  land  sale,  where  he 
purchased  three  thousand  acres  on  Young's 
Prairie.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  brought 
his  family  to  this  State,  also  bringing  with  him  a 
large  drove  of  cattle  and  horses.  On  Dowagiac 
Creek  he  purchased  a  mill  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land,  which  he  gave  to  the  father 
of  our  subject.     Being  old  and   quite  portly,  he 


was  unable  to  w^alk  any  great  distance,  and  there- 
fore kept  a  carriage  and  horses  and  drove  over  his 
farms  every  day,  giving  to  their  management  his 
personal  attention.  He  died  in  1833  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two  years.  The  widow  passed  away  in 
1846. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Henry  Jones,  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  twenty-three  years 
of  age,  when  ho  married  Miss  Hannah,  daughter 
of  Amos  and  Esther  (Low)  Green.  Amos  Green 
was  born  in  America^  but  was  of  English  par- 
entage, and  was  a  nephew  of  Gen.  Nathaniel  Green, 
of  Revolutionary  fame.  His  wife,  Esther,  was  a 
lady  of  great  culture  and  intelligence,  possessing 
a  love  for  reading  and  a  retentive  memory, 
which  enabled  her  to  store  away  in  her  mind  an 
extensive  fund  of  knowledge.  She  reached  i\re 
advanced  age  of  ninety  and  to  the  last  retained 
her  memory  unimpaired. 

After  his  marriage  Henry  Jones  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  a  year  later  took  charge  of  the  mill 
property  mentioned  above.  During  the  remainder 
of  his  life  he  continued  in  the  milling  business 
and  also  operated  a  farm  of  eight  hundred  acres. 
Politically,  he  was  a  warm  admirer  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  and  when  he  was  elected  to  the  second 
term  as  President,  Mr.  Jones  affiliated  with  the 
Whigs,  remaining  with  that  party  until  his  death. 
His  fellow-citizens  frequently  chose  him  to  occupy 
positions  of  trust,  and  he  served  as  one  of  the 
three  County  Supervisors.  Unto  him  and  his  wife 
were  born  the  following-named  children:  Esther, 
Lydia,  Rebecca,  Elizabeth,  Amos,  Phoebe,  George, 
Hannah,  Henry,  Abigail,  Finley  and  Jesse.  The 
only  ones  now  surviving  are  Esther,  Amos,  George 
and  Finley.  Our  subject's  father  packed  pork  in 
Cincinnati  for  three  winters  and  took  it  to  New 
Orleans  on  flatboats. 

The  only  schooling  secured  by  our  subject  was 
in  Ohio  prior  to  the  age  of  ten,  and  his  education 
has  been  gained  principally  through  extensive 
reading.  In  1842  he  married  Miss  Rebecca  Hebron, 
who  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  February 
27,  1824,  and  came  to  the  United  States  when 
eight  years  of  age  with  her  parents,  William  and 
Sarah  (Bolmer)  Hebron.  Unto  our  subject  and 
his   wife   were   born   nine   children,   as    follows; 
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Sarah,  the  wife  of  Henry  Miner;  Elizabeth,  who 
married  William  Shurte;  Hannah,  the  wife  of 
John  Ward;  Ruth,  Mrs.  Thomas  Armstrong;  Henry; 
George,  who  died  at  tlie  age  of  eighteen  years; 
Delia,  who  married  L.  H.  Lawhcad;  William  and 
Charles. 

After  having  conducted  farming  pursuits  for  a 
few  years,  Mr.  Jones  went  to  California,  in  1850, 
crossing  the  plains  to  the  far  West  in  company 
with  a  party  of  eleven  and  making  the  trip  with 
two  wagons.  From  the  Missouri  River  ninet}'^ 
days  were  consumed  in  making  the  trip  to  Hang- 
town  (now  known  as  Placerville),  Cal.  Locating 
in  that  place,  Mr.  Jones  mined  for  six  months,  and 
was  so  successful  in  his  labors  that  he  made  about 
$3,000  in  five  weeks.  In  March,  1861,  he  re- 
turned home  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and  New 
Orleans,  spending  forty-four  days  on  the  ocean. 
Once  more  in  Cass  County,  he  resumed  his  farm- 
ing operations  and  also  engaged  in  milling  and 
conducted  an  extensive  lumbering  business  for 
seven  years.  Upon  selling  out  that  enterprise,  he 
purchased  four  hundred  and  seventy  acres,  com- 
prising his  present  farming  property.  He  also 
owns  large  interests  in  mines  in  Lake  City,  Colo., 
and  makes  frequent  trips  to  that  State. 


BEL  W.  WELLS,  President  of  the  Wells- 
Hi  gman  Company,  and  also  President  of 
the  Union  Banking  Company  of  St.  Jo- 
^  seph,  is  a  native  of  Canada  and  was  born 
in  the  county  of  Prescott  on  the  6th  of  September, 
1840.  His  parents,  A.  W.  and  Hannah  (Cass) 
Wells,  were  also  born  in  Canada,  and  the  father 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  merchant.  In  his 
boyhood  the  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the 
common  schools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  his 
school  days  ended  and  he  afterward  assisted  his 
father  on  Ihe  home  farm. 

Upon  starting   out   for   himself,  Mr.  Wells  was 
for  a  time  in  the  employ  of  George  W.  Eaton.    In 


1866  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  at  Muskegon  se- 
cured employment  in  a  sawmill,  where  he  remained 
several  years.  Later  he  went  to  Belle  Plaine, 
Minn.,  and  from  there  up  to  the  head  waters  of 
the  Mississippi  River.  In  1867  and  1868  he  vis- 
ited St.  Joseph  and  was  so  favorably  impressed 
with  the  business  opportunities  presented  here  that 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  W.  W.  Wilcox  and 
H.  C.  Ward,  under  the  title  of  A.  W.  Wells  & 
Co.,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  berry 
boxes.  The  business  is  now  conducted  under  tlie 
firm  name  of  the  Wells-Higman  Company,  of 
which  A.  W.  Wells  is  President,  and  J.  Higman, 
Jr.,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  The  office  and  sales- 
room of  the  firm  are  located  on  State  Street,  while 
their  factory  and  warerooms  are  on  the  corner  of 
Water  and  Marsh  Streets.  This  is  said  to  be  the 
largest  factory  in  the  West  and  is  one  of  the  most 
prosperous. 

In  addition  to  this  enterprise  the  company  has 
a  plant  at  Greenfield,  Tenn.,  which  was  established 
in  1887;  another  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  which  was 
started  in  1890;  and  a  third  at  Traverse  City, 
Mich.,  in  all  of  which  fruit  baskets  and  boxes  are 
manufactured.  In  1892  they  cut  nine  million  feet 
of  timber,  principally  cottonwood,  basswood  and 
elm.  Mr.  Wells  is  also  interested  in  the  firm  of 
Cooper,  Wells  &  Co.,  which  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  hose,  mittens,  etc.,  employing  two 
hundred  and  sixty  hands,  and  turning  out  from 
five  hundred  to  six  hundred  dozen  hose  per  da3\ 
In  connection  with  his  brother  Alpheus,  our  sub- 
ject is  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Her- 
man, Minn. 

When  the  Union  Banking  Company  was  organ- 
ized in  1883,  Mr.  Weils  aided  in  the  enterprise,  and 
in  March,  1893,  he  was  made  President  of  the  bank. 
They  do  a  general  banking  business,  and  he  is  well 
known  as  one  of  the  shrewd  financiers  of  western 
Michigan.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  finely  improved 
farm,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
located  in  Morris,  Minn.,  and  also  owns  the  elegant 
brick  residence  which  he  occupies,  and  which  is 
picturesquely  situated  on  the  lake  front.  A  Re- 
publican in  his  political  afl51iations,  he  has  been 
chosen  by  his  fellow-citizens  to  occupy  various  po- 
sitions of  trust  and  honor.    ,For  two  years    he 
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served  as  Supervisor  of  St.  Joseph,  and  for  three 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  In  his 
social  connections  he  is  identified  with  St.  Joseph 
Lodge  No.  56,  F.  &  A.  M. 

January  28,  1868,  occurred  the  marriage  of  A. 
W.  Wells  with  Miss  Melvina  B.  Gates,  of  L'Orignal, 
Canada,  and  the  daughter  of  James  O.  and  Eliza 
(iates.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  have  three  children, 
all  of  whom  are  at  home:  Cornelia  E.,  James  Og- 
den  and  Clara.  In  social  circles  of  St.  Joseph  this 
family  is  well  known  and  highly  regarded,  and 
their  position  is  among  the  foremost  people  of  their 
community. 


ifc:«»*-6^ 
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VjP^RANCIS  JORDAN.     In  the  perusal  of  this 
[!-i^^  volume  the  reader  is   doubtless  impressed 
Jl[  with  the  fact  that  it  is  not   accident   that 

helps  a  man  in  the  world,  but  persistent  energy 
and  unceasing  industry.  The  life  of  Francis  Jor- 
dan affords  an  illustration  of  the  fact  that  he  who 
is  shrewd  to  discern  opportunities  and  quick  to 
seize  them  will  attain  a  high  place  in  the  regard 
of  his  fellow-men.  A  laborious,  painstaking  man, 
his  has  been  a  life  of  diligence,  ambition,  honor 
and  success,  and  now  as  the  sun  of  time  is  sinking 
toward  the  horizon  of  eternity,  he  is  spending  his 
days  quietly  and  happily,  somewhat  retired  from 
the  active  business  cares  that  thronged  other  years. 
His  home  is  in  St.  Joseph,  where  for  a  long  time 
he  was  prominently  connected  with  the  finances  of 
ihc  city  as  an  influential  and  successful  banker. 

Mr.  Jordan  is  a  native  of  the  Island  of  Heligo- 
land, in  the  North  Sea,  which  is  now  a  part 
of  the  German  Empire.  He  was  born  on  the  6th 
of  February,  1814,  being  the  son  of  Carson  and 
Anna  Elizabeth  (Franc)  Jordan.  The  father  was  a 
fisher  and  general  trader,  who  lived  on  the  island 
until  his  death.  Francis  Jordan  passed  his  boy- 
hood days  in  an  uneventful  manner  in  the  land  of 
liis  birth,  and  in  his  youth  learned  the  trade  of  a 
ship-carpenter.  Into  that  far-away  island  there 
frequently  came  glowing  reports  of  the  fortunes 
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awaiting  emigrants  from  the  Old  World,  and  Mr. 
Jordan  in  his  young  manhood,  with  the  strength 
and  ambition  of  youth,  determined  to  cross  the 
broad  waters  of  the  Atlantic  and  seek  a  home  and 
fortune  in  the  land  beyond  the  seas. 

When  he  was  ninteen  years  old,  he  went  to  sea 
as  ship-carpenter.  The  vessel  on  which  he  sailed 
was  foundered  off  the  coast  of  France,  and  the 
crew  was  taken  to  London  by  an  American  ship, 
and  in  that  great  city  Mr.  Jordan  arrived  penni- 
less among  strangers.  He  was  hired  to  serve  be- 
fore the  mast  on  a  British  vessel,  the  "Ann,  of 
London,"  until  he  oourd  save  enough  money  to 
buy  new  tools,  after  which  he  hired  as  ship-carpen- 
ter, and  followed  the  sea  for  about  five  years. 

Our  subject  came  to  America  in  1838,  starting 
from  Liverpool.  While  on  this  journey,  the  ves- 
sel went  ashore,  but  finally  reached  New  York, 
where  our  subject  followed  the  occupation  of  ship- 
carpenter  for  five  years.  Removing  from  New 
York  to  Chicago  in  1844,  he  embarked  in  his 
chosen  occupation,  and  for  twenty  years  worked 
at  ship-building,  meantime  building  a  dry  dock 
between  Van  Buren  and  Harrison  Streets,  in  1852, 
and  filling  other  important  contracts.  He  built 
two  vessels  in  front  of  the  old  Lake  House,  and 
also  the  boat  "Favorite,"  which  is  still  in  service. 
He  was  Marine  Inspector  for  the  district  of  Chi- 
cago. In  1864  he  came  to  St.  Joseph  and,  pur- 
chasing a  mill,  operated  it  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  connection  with  Henry  M.  Zekind,  in  August, 
1882,  he  organized  the  Union  Banking  Company, 
of  which  he  was  chosen  President,  and  continued 
to  fill  that  honored  position  until  his  retirement 
from  business  in  March,  1893.  However,  he  still 
retains  his  banking  interests,  and  is  one  of  the  in- 
fluential financiers  of  St.  Joseph. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Jordan  occurred  May  21, 
1840,  in  New  York  City,  and  united  him  with 
Miss  Anna  A.  Lemon,  the  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Lydia  (Asten)  Lemon.  Eight  children  were  born 
of  the  union,  of  whom  Frank,  Charles,  Alfred  and 
a  daughter  unnamed  are  deceased.  James  is  a 
resident  of  Chicago;  Lydia  is  the  wife  of  Capt. 
John  H.  Lee,  a  well-known  real-estate  man  resid- 
ing in  Benton  Harbor;  Orville  has  been  Cashier  of 
the  Union  Banking  Company  of  St.  Joseph  since 
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its  organization;  and  George  Ira  completes  the 
family.  In  politics,  Mr.  Jordan  was  originally  a 
Whig,  and  then  a  Republican,  but  now  votes  in- 
dependently. He  is  in  sympathy  with  the  Prohi- 
bitionists, and  believes  in  commercial  freedom. 
Although  he  commenced  in  business  with  no 
means,  he  has  accumulated  a  comfortable  property, 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  number  of  lots  in  St. 
Joseph,  including  a  liandsome  residence  on  one 
of  its  principal  streets,  as  well  as  real  estate  in 
Chicago. 

In  reviewing  the  life  and  career  of  Mr.  Jordan, 
we  find  a  man  whose  every  business  act  has  been 
guided  by  the  strictest  integrity  of  character,  and 
it  is  said  of  him  that  his  word  has  always  been 
considered  as  good  as  his  bond.  He  is  a  man  en- 
dowed with  strong  common-sense,  and  takes  a 
practical  view  of  the  affairs  of  life,  being  clear- 
headed, and  now  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-nine 
he  talks  with  great  logic  and  fluency  upon  subjects 
of  social,  business  and  national  interest.  He  is  a 
frequent  speaker  in  the  church,  and  his  sermons  and 
political  speeches  have  always  been  characterized 
by  logical  reasoning,  as  well  as  being  pleasing 
and  eloquent  in  their  delivery. 

Mr.  Jordan  and  his  estimable  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which 
he  has  been  identified  since  1842.  For  many  years 
he  has  filled  the  positions  of  Trustee  and  Class- 
leader  in  the  church,  and  is  one  of  the  most  gen- 
erous contributors  to  its  support. 
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11^  H.  GOODENOUGH.  In  tracing  the  gen- 
j  fl)  ealogy  of  the  Goodenough  family  in 
^^a^  America,  we  find  that  the  first  settlers  came 
from  England  and  located  in  Rhode  Is- 
land. The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Joel  Good- 
enough,  was  born  in  that  State,  but  at  an  early 
date  moved  to  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.  He 
was  then  but  a  small  boy,  and  he  grew  to  manhood 
there,  married  and  reared  a  good-sized  family. 
His  son  Joseph,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 


Chenango  County,  May  15,  1810,  and  was  there 
reared  and  educated.  He  was  married  in  that 
county  to  Miss  Mary  Tice,  a  native  of  Montgom- 
ery County,  N.  Y.,  born  in  October,  1811,  and 
the  daughter  of  Daniel  Tice,  of  New  York. 

After  marriage,  Joseph  Goodenough  and  wife 
resided  in  Chenango  County  for  some  time,  and  in 
1846  made  their  way  to  Michigan,  settling  on  sec- 
tion 21,  Volinia  Township.  This  was  all  wild 
timber-land,  and  in  the  woods,  amid  an  almost  un- 
broken wilderness,  Mr.  Goodenough  erected  a  log 
cabin,  in  which  he  and  his  family  resided  until 
1852,  when  a  substantial  frame  building  was 
erected.  JMuch  time  was  spent  in  clearing  the 
land  of  the  heavy  timber  that  covered  it,  but  Mr. 
Goodenough  was  persevering  and  soon  had  his 
farm  in  good  shape.  In  the  winter  of  1853  he 
sold  out  and  moved  to  Center  Township,  on  the 
same  section.  He  improved  this  place,  erected 
the  buildings  now  occupied  by  his  grandson 
Ralph,  and  here  passed  the  closing  scenes  of  his 
life.  Mis  death  occurred  in  October,  1871,  and 
his  wife  received  her  final  summons  in  the  spring 
of  1883.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
four  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years  and  two  besides 
our  subject  are  now  living:  Kelsey  and  Chauncy. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodenough  held  membership  in  the 
Advent  Church. 

Like  many  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  county, 
our  subject  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  born 
in  Chenango  County  June  25,  1830.  He  re- 
mained in  his  native  State  and  attended  school 
until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  Michigan,  in  which  State  for  two  win- 
ters he  attended  the  district  school.  When  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  he  started  out  for  himself,  and 
his  first  venture  was  to  buy  land  in  Volinia  Town- 
ship. On  the  22d  of  February,  1863,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Illinois  to  Miss  Amanda  ChurcJjill,  a  na- 
tive of  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  born  March  14, 
1841,  and  the  daughter  of  David  Churchill,  of  De- 
Kalb  County,  III. 

Returning  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  after  his  mar- 
riage, our  subject  settled  on  section  27,  where  he 
cleared  forty  acres.  Later  he  moved  to  the  farm 
on  which  A.  Brown  now  lives,  cleared  a  part  of 
this,  and  in  about  1871  moved  to  his  present  prop. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


175 


erty.  His  estate  now  includes  one  hundred  and 
ten  acres,  after  deeding  forty  acres  to  his  son,  and 
is  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  His  fine  residence, 
built  in  1882  at  a  cost  of  $1,600,  is  of  the  bestcon- 
struction  and  modern  design.  He  h^  been  engaged 
exclusively  Ih  farming,  and  everything  about  his 
place  indicates  to  the  beholder  that  he  is  progress- 
ive and  thorough-going.  To  his  marriage  have 
been  born  six  children:  Oscar,  who  married  Miss 
Inez  Huff;  Cora,  who  became  the  wife  of  P^dwin 
Touchett;  Fred;  Delia,  wife  of  Coit  Miner;  Verna 
and  Murl. 

Mr.  Goodenough  is  a  member  of  the  Latter-Day 
Saints  denomination,  taking  a  deep  interest  in  it. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which 
he  has  been  Junior  Warden,  and  he  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Ac- 
tive in  politics,  he  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  Repub- 
lican principles,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Review.  His  children  have  all  received 
good  district-school  educations.  Mr.  Goodenough 's 
brother.  Nelson  B.,  deceased,  was  prominent  in  lo- 
cal politics,  and  held  the  ofifice  of  Road  Commis- 
sioner, Justice  of  the  Peace,  etc.  The  other  brother, 
Chauncy,  held  the  office  of  Township  Clerk.  Mrs. 
Goodenough 's  brother,  O.  C.  Churchill,  of  Chica- 
go, is  a  prominent  lawyer  and  has  his  office  at  No. 
124  Dearborn  Street. 
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RVING  V.  SHERMAN,  a  well-known  citizen 
.-  and  excellent  business  man,  has  for  the  past 
,1]  thirty  years  successfully  engaged  in  the  jewelry 
trade  in  Cassopolis,  Cass  County,  Mich.  He  has 
also  been  the  popular  local  agent  of  the  Amer- 
ican Express  Co.  for  a  period  of  twenty-one 
years,  since  1891  has  likewise  represented  the  Na- 
tional Express  Co.,  and  for  eleven  years  has  been 
the  Manager  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  of- 
fice of  Cassopolis.  Sustaining  the  most  pleasant 
and  profitable  relations  with  the  several  corpora- 
tions, our  subject  has  also  through  his  prompt  and 


courteous  service  given  great  satisfaction  to  the 
general  public.  Mr.  Sherman  has  spent  almost  his 
entire  life  within  the  limits  of  Cass  County,  in 
which  part  of  Michigan  he  was  born  October  6, 
1840.  I.  V.  was  the  fourth  of  seven  children 
born  unto  P^lias  B.  and  Sarah  (Silver)  Sherman. 
The  father,  a  native  of  New  York  State  and  born 
in  1803,  was  therefore  in  the  prime  of  manhood 
when,  in  about  1830,  he  emigrated  from  his  child- 
hood home  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Cassopolis, 
of  which  thriving  village  he  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers,  being  counted  among  the  most  enterpris- 
ing pioneer  citizens. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  daughter  of  Ja- 
cob Silver,  born  amid  the  granite  hills  of  New 
Hampshii^e.     Mr.  Sherman    made  his  home  in  the 
AVest  in  1830,  and,  a  self-educated  man  with  an  am- 
bitious desire   to    adopt  a  profession,  decided  to 
study  law.     He  attended  the  State  University  at 
Ann  Arbor,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Mich- 
igan in  about  1828.     He  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession   with  Alexander  Redfield,  the  partner- 
ship profitably  continuing  many  years.     Mr.  Sher- 
man, after  a  long  life  of  busy  usefulness,  passed 
away  in  the  fall  of  1889,  aged  eighty-seven  years. 
The  venerable  mother  of  Mr.  Sherman,  yet  surviv- 
ing,  is   eighty-six  years  old.     I.  V.  Sherman  re- 
ceived the  benefit  of  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation, and  when  sixteen    years  of  age    began  to 
learn  his  trade  as  a  practical  jeweler.     In  1860  he 
bought  a  half-interest  in  a  jewelry  store  in  Elk- 
hart, Ind.,  but  after  two  years  devoted  to  his  trade 
there  he  returned  to  Cassopolis,  and  in  1863  went 
to  California  and  there  pursued  his  profession  for 
two  years.     Later  he  returned  to  Cassopolis  and 
engaged  in  the  jewelry  business,  the  cares  of  which 
he  has  shared  with  his  work  as  express  and  tele- 
graph agent. 

Fraternally,  our  subject  is  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Ma- 
sons, and  is  a  member  of  Backus  Lodge  No. 
55.  Since  1874  he  has  been  associated  with 
Kingsbury  Chapter  No.  78,  and  is  also  one  of  the 
twelve  Knights  Templar  of  Niles  Commandery. 
Mr.  Sherman  has  been  one  of  the  efficient  members 
of  the  City  Board  of  Trustees,  and  has  given  faith- 
ful service  in  behalf  of  local  progress  and  improve- 
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raents.  Our  subject  was  married  in  1861  to  Miss 
Diantha  Allen,  of  Elkhart,  Ind.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Sherman  were  residents  of  New  York  State, 
and  there  she  was  reared  and  educated.  The  esti- 
mable wife  bore  our  subject  a  family,  of  whom  two 
children  survive  to  mourn  their  mother's  death,  in 
1879.  The  two  daughters  of  Mr.  Sherman  are 
p]llen  E.,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Taylor,  now  a  resident  of 
Dallas,  Tex.;  and  Mildred  A.  Sherman,  pursuing 
her  studies  in  the  Normal  College  at  Ypsilanti, 
Mich.  No  man  in  Cass  County  is  better  known  or 
more  highly  regarded  than  I.  V.  Sherman,  who 
justly  commands  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  a 
host  of  friends. 


-M- 


-H — 


^^  EORGE  MILLER.  Among  tlie  attorneys  of 
[|j  (—,  Benton  Harbor  prominent  mention  should 

^^  be  made  of  Mr.  Miller,  who  for  many  j^ears 
has  conducted  an  extensive  practice  in  the  various 
courts.  His  legal  experience  has  been  varied  and 
has  extended  over  a  long  period,  so  that  he  has 
gained  a  broad  knowledge  of  every  phase  of  the 
law.  In  all  the  positions  of  honor  to  which  he 
has  been  called,  he  has  served  with  efficiency  and 
won  the  golden  meed  of  praise  from  his  fellow- 
citizens. 

The  Miller  family  originated  in  England,  whence 
some  of  its  representatives  emigrated  to  America 
and  settled  in  Virginia  during  the  early  years  of 
its  history.  Frederick  Miller,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution, enlisting  with  a  regiment  from  his  native 
State,  the  Old  Dominion.  Jacob  F.  Miller,  our  sub- 
ject's father,  was  born  in  Sevier  County,  Tenn.,  and 
during  the  second  war  with  England,  enlisted  in 
the  defense  of  the  United  States,  serving  with  valor 
until  peace  was  declared.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, Dicy  (Weaver)  Miller,  was  born  in  Virginia 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Matthias  Weaver,  a  native 
of  the  Old  Dominion  and  a  descendant  of  English 
ancestors. 

Mr.  Miller  spent  his  boyhood  in  Ohio,  where  he 


was  born  in  Preble  County,  August  21,  1830.  He 
gained  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  tlie  com- 
mon schools,  and  later  spent  one  year  at  the 
Waynesville  Academy,  located  at  Waynesville, 
Ohio.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  entered 
Antioch  College,  but  did  not  remain  until  the 
completion  of  his  collegiate  course.  His  literary 
education  concluded,  he  commenced  to  read  hiw 
under  the  preceptorship  of  Ebenezer  Parsons,  of 
Troy,  Ohio,  and  after  reading  Blackstone  and 
Coke  for  some  time,  he  passed  the  required  ex- 
amination and  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  Bar 
of  the  State  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  the  Superior  Court 
July  12,  1852.  He  opened  an  office  in  Eaton, 
Ohio,  for  the  practice  of  his  profession  and  re- 
mained there  until  1859.  Removing  in  December, 
1859,  toDowagiac,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  Mr.  Miller 
embarked  in  legal  practice  and  very  soon  became 
favorably  known  as  an  attorney.  In  March,  1860, 
at  Cassoi)olis,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Mich- 
igan, and  subsequently  admitted  in  Grand  Rapids 
to  practice  in  the  District  and  Circuit  Courts  of 
the  United  States.  About  1874  he  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  several  courts  of  Illinois. 

In  the  year  1884  he  went  to  St.  Joseph,  and  a 
year  later  came  to  Benton  Harbor,  where  he  has  con- 
ducted a  general  practice  up  to  the  present  time. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  has  filled  var- 
ious positions  where  ability  and  good  judgment 
were  necessary,  and  has  rendered  efficient  and  sat- 
isfactoiy  service  at  every  post  of  duty.  He  was 
elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Cass  County,  en- 
tering upon  the  duties  of  that  oflice  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1868,  and  continuing  in  that  capacity 
until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  of  two 
years.  In  1890  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
but  by  virtue  of  the  new  city  charter  only  held 
office  one  year,  and  then  by  re-election  served  two 
years  longer. 

During  the  Rebellion,  Mr.  Miller  was  one  of  the 
brave  men  who  volunteered  in  the  service  of  the 
Union.  In  1862  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany L,  Ninth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  was  mus- 
tered in  and  served  as  Captain  of  his  company, 
which  was  incorporated  in  the  Army  of  the  Ohio. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  many  of  the  most  im- 
portant engagements  of  the  w^r,a;Rd  was  woundec^ 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


177 


at  the  battle  of  Lexington,  Ky.  March  12,  1865. 
At  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  mustered  ont  of 
the  service  at  Knoxville,Tenn.,  and  returned  to  his 
home  with  a  record  as  a  soldier  of  which  his  fam- 
ily and  friends  might  well  be  proud.  The  com- 
mand to  which  Capt.  Miller  belonged  was  actively 
engaged  during  its  years  of  service.  Among  tlie 
notable  instances  in  which  the  regiment  bore  a 
part  were  the  campaign  after  Gen.  John  Mor- 
gan through  Ohio,  and  Sherman's  march  through 
Georgia;  they  also  took  part  in  tlie  battle  at  Bean's 
Station,  besides  about  seventeen  other  engage- 
ments. Our  subject  now  holds  membership  in 
George  II.  Thomas  Post  No.  14,  G.  A.  R. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  1871,  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Miller  and  Miss  Josephine  Wood, 
who  prior  to  her  marriage  resided  in  Berrien 
Springs.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Warren  Wood,  of 
that  place.  Mr.  Miller  and  his  excellent  wife  are 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Maude  and  Wendell. 
The  latter  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1893  from 
the  Benton  Harbor  High  School. 


^N  RCENUS  HULBURD,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Col- 
((l  )r  ^^^^^^^^''  Chittenden  County,  Vt.,  on  the  23d 
^^^  of  July,  1821,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Ben- 
ton Harbor  November  19,  1883,  at  the  age  of 
three-score  and  two  years.  The  record  of  his  hon- 
orable life  is  one  which  his  friends  may  review 
with  pride,  and  as  an  early  settler  and  influential 
citizen  of  Berrien  County  his  name  should  be 
perpetuated  through  the  generations  yet  to  come. 
Through  his  entire  life  he  maintained  the  high 
principles  of  honor,  energy  and  industry  to  which 
he  was  reaied,  and  which  secured  for  him  the  large 
measure  of  success  that  crowned  his  exertions. 

Our  subject  was  the  son  of  Orcenus  and  Larecey 
(Allen)  Ilulburd,  the  latter  having  been  the  first 
female  child  born  in  the  town  of  Colchester,  Vt. 
In  the  Green  Mountain  State  he  passed  his  child- 
hood years  and  gained  a  fair  education  in  the 
district  schools.     Upon  completing  his  studies,  he 


served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  trade  of  a  carpen- 
ter and  followed  that  occupation  in  Vermont  for 
a  number  of  years.  During  the  great  gold  excite- 
ment, he  was  one  of  the  number  who  made  the 
journey  to  the  far  West,  seeking  fortune  in  the 
mines  of  the  Golden  State.  After  remaining  in 
California  for  three  years,  he  returned  to  the  East, 
in  1855,  and  made  settlement  in  Leonidas,  St.  Jo- 
seph County,  Mich.,  where  he  embarked  in  the 
milling  business,  continuing  in  that  occupation 
for  five  years. 

Coming  to  Benton  Harbor  in  1860,  Mr.  Hulburd 
was  identified  with  the  early  history  of  this  vil- 
lage and  was  one  of  its  influential  men.  Many  of 
the  first  buildings  erected  here  were  his  workman- 
ship and  some  of  them  are  still  standing.  In  ad- 
dition to  carpenter  work,  he  also  took  contracts 
for  buildings,  and  became  one  of  the  most  popular 
and  successful  contractors  in  southwestern  Mich- 
igan. He  continued  actively  engaged  in  business 
until  his  demise.  In  1862  he  engaged  in  building 
docks  for  the  Government  in  the  vicinity  of  Lit- 
tle Rock,  Ark.  In  politics  a  Democrat,  he  was 
always  interested  in  public  matters  and  was  well 
informed  upon  all  subjects  of  general  interest. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  first  School  Board  of  Ben- 
ton Harbor,  and  through  his  energy  much  was  ac- 
complished to  promote  the  standard  of  education 
in  the  village. 

On  the  26th  of  December,   1850,  Mr.  Hulburd 
married  Miss   Nancy  A.  Kidd.     She  was  born  in 
Highgate,   Vt.,   November    3,    1823,   and    is   the 
daughter  of   David  and    Margaret  (Hand)  Kidd, 
natives  of  England.     Mr.  Kidd  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  and  settled   first   in  Vermont  and 
then  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  he  carried  on  mill- 
ing   fourteen    years.     From    Rochester   he    went 
back  to  Colchester,  Vt.,  lived  there  ten  years,  then 
came  West  to  Leonidas,  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich., 
in  June,  1852.   He  owned  a  flouring  and  eaw  mill, 
there  and  considerable  landed  estate.     He  finally 
moved    to    White    Pigeon    and    there   died.     His 
father,  Joseph  Kidd,  was  a  Baptist  minister  in  Ver- 
mont and  the  western  pari  of   New  York  State. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Hulburd,  Samuel 
Hand  by  name,  was  a  native  of  England.     Accom- 
panying  her   parents   to    Rochester,  N.  Y.,  when 
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a  child,  Mrs.  Hulburd  was  reared  and  educated  in 
that  city.  She  was  the  only  daughter  among 
eleven  children,  and  by  her  marriage  became  the 
mother  of  two  children,  David  K.,  a  resident  of 
Water  Valley,  Miss. ;  and  Margaret  L.,  wife  of  Joseph 
Wright,  of  Milwaukee.  In  her  home  in  the  Hul- 
burd Block  Mrs,  Hulburd  is  surrounded  by  every 
comfort  which  can  contribute  to  the  happiness  of 
life,.and  she  is  highly  regarded  by  the  people  of 
the  city. 


^Cf^DGAR  A.JACKS.  In  the  several  depart- 
(fej  mentsof  the  paper  manufacturing  industry, 
/Li=^j  Niles  holds  a  position  of  special  prominence 
among  the  leading  cities  of  southwestern  Michi- 
gan. Two  of  its  most  important  manufactories 
are  the  Ohio  Paper  Company  and  the  Niles  Paper 
Mill  Company,  of  both  of  which  Mr.  Jacks  is  Sec- 
retary. While  the  two  plants  are  separate,  they 
are  conducted  under  the  same  management,  and 
the  machinery  is  of  the  latest  and  most  highly  ap- 
proved designs,  being  impelled  by  three  large  Cor- 
liss engines  and  having  fifteen  immense  boilers. 
The  fuel  used  is  crude  petroleum,  and  steam  is  the 
motive  power.  Steady  employment  is  given  to  a 
force  of  two  hundred  men  in  all  the  departments. 
The  Niles  Paper  Company  manufactures  wrapping 
paper  of  every  kind,  and  the  Ohio  Paper  Company 
makes  a  specialty  of  plain  and  fancy  cardboard. 

Our  readers  will  be  interested  in  learning  some- 
thing concerning  the  life  of  the  man  to  whom  the 
success  of  these  enterprises  is  largely  due.  Edgar 
A.  Jacks  was  born  in  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
February  23,  1851.  His  father,  Alexander  A., 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1871  and  located  in  Niles.  Here  he  estab- 
lished a  mill  on  the  dam  of  the  St.  Joseph  River 
immediately  above  the  city.  This  was  incorpora- 
ted under  the  name  of  the  Niles  Paper  Mill  Com- 
pany and  was  under  his  immediate  personal  super- 
vision from  the  time  it  was  established  until  the 
date  of  his  death  in  1887,  his  specialty  meantime 
being  the  manufacture  of  wrapping  paper.     His 


wife,  Sarah  A.  (Sparling)  Jacks,  was  a  native  of 
New  York  State  and  died  in  Niles. 

In  the  city  of  Milwaukee  our  subject  gained  the 
rudiments  of  his  education,  which  were  afterward 
supplemented  by  attendance  at  the  JaneSville 
schools  and  a  private  school  taught  by  Rev.  John 
Durling.  At  Janesville,  Wis.,  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  jeweler  and  followed  that  business  in  Niles  for 
a  short  time.  In  1873  he  entered  the  paper  mill 
to  assist  his  father  as  book-keeper  and  secretary,  and 
continued  in  that  capacity  until  the  death  of  his 
father,  when  he  succeeded  to  the  Presidency  of  the 
Niles  Paper  Mill  Company.  In  1890  he  disposed 
of  his  interest  in  that  mill,  although  he  was  still 
retained  as  secretary  of  the  company.  During  the 
ensuing  year  he  became  interested  in  both  the 
Niles  and  Ohio  companies  and  has  since  filled  the 
position  of  Secretary.  He  is  also  largely  inter- 
ested in  the  new  mills  at  Allegan,  Mich.,  of  which 
he  is  Treasurer,  and  which  manufacture  wrapping 
paper  exclusively. 

Aside  from  his  business,  Mr.  Jacks  has  other  in- 
terests that  are  important.  He  is  Director  in  the 
Building  and  Loan  Association  of  Niles  and  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  this 
city.  Politically  he  is  firm  in  his  adherence  to 
the  platform  adopted  by  the  Republican  party.  A 
very  important  event  in  his  life  was  his  marriage, 
which  occurred  October  13,  1875,  and  united  him 
with  Miss  Carrie  H.  Mallett,  of  Niles.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jacks  have  five  children.  With  his  wife,  our 
subject  holds  membership  in  the  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  is  a  Vestryman. 


R.  HIRAM  W.  RAY.  Prominent  among  the 
professional  men  of  Berrien  County  stands 
the  name  of  this  popular  and  successful 
dentist  of  St.  Joseph.  Both  in  professional  and 
social  circles  he  occupies  a  position  of  influence, 
and  his  reputation  as  a  skillful  dentist  is  by  no 
means  limited  to  St.  Joseph,  for  his  patrons  come 
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for  many  miles  around.  While  he  has  resided  in 
Michigan  for  many  years,  he  is  not  a  native  of  this 
State,"but  was  born  in  La  Fayette  County,  Wis.,  in 
the  city  of  Darlington,  the  date  of  his  birth  being 
March  4,  1847.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Lucy 
(Wentworth)  Ray. 

During  the  year  1823,  when  adventurous  pio- 
neers from  Eastern  States  were  seeking  homes  in 
the  new  West,  John  Ray  removed  from  Virginia, 
tlie  State  of  his  birth,  and  going  to  St.  Louis  pro- 
ceeded via  boat  to  Galena,  111.,  wliere  he  made  set- 
tlement. For  three  years  following  his  arrival  he 
was  employed  in  the  lead  mines  of  Galena,  but  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time  he  removed  to  Willow 
Springs,  Wis.,  and  from  there  went  to  Darlington. 
He  was  a  man  of  scrupulous  honesty,  whose  char- 
acter was  above  reproach,  and  who  in  all  the  affairs 
of  life  displayed  the  qualities  of  true  gentleman- 
liness  and  honor.  Near  Galena,  1 11.,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  Wentworth,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Elijah  Wentworth.  She  died  in  1865,  and  he 
i«  also  deceased.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  eight  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom 
six  are  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  passed  his  boyhood 
years  at  Darlington  and  in  the  vicinity  of  that  place. 
After  having  completed  the  studies  of  the  common 
schools  he  entered  Albion  College,  at  Albion,  Dane 
County,  Wis.,  and  prosecuted  his  studies  in  that 
institution  for  some  time.  On  the  5th  of  De- 
cember, 1865,  he  went  to  Galena,  111.,  and  there 
entered  the  dental  office  of  Dr.  James  Brown,  with 
whom  he  gained  the  rudimentary  knowledge  of 
his  profession.  Later  he  entered  the  Philadelphia 
Dental  College  and   remained  in  that  institution 

one  year. 

Opening  an  office  at  Bellevue,  Iowa,  Dr.  Ray 
conducted  a  general  practice  there  for  a  period  of 
three  years.  Meantime,  in  1872,  he  married  Miss 
Isabella,  daughter  of  William  T.  Wynkoop,  a  na- 
tive of  New  York  and  for  many  years  a  leading 
merchant  of  Bellevue.  Mrs.  Ray  was  born  in 
Bellevue,  Iowa.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  I^y  have  a  family 
of  three  children,  namely:  William  H.  and  Law- 
rence F.,  who  are  assisting  their  father  in  the  of- 
fice; and  Kittle  Belle.  It  is  not  as  the  result  of 
luck  or  accident  that    the  Doctor  has  attained  a 


position  of  prominence  in  the  city  and  county, 
he  having  located  in  St.  Joseph  in  November,  1875, 
but  what  he  is  may  be  attributed  directly  to  his 
patient  exercise  of  industry  and  sound  common- 
sense. 

Dr.  Ray  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  prefer- 
ences and  has  occupied  positions  of  trust,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  the  office  of  Alderman 
and  City  Recorder.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of 
Occidental  Lodge  No.  56,  F.  &  A.  M.;  Calvin  Brit- 
tain  Chapter  No.  52;  Niles  Commandery  No.  12, 
K.  T.;and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
His  residence,  a  beautiful  frame  structure,  modern 
in  architecture  and  elegant  in  its  exterior  appoint- 
ments, is  situated  on  Wisconsin  Avenue  and  is  one 
of  the  finest  houses  in  the  city.  In  their  religious 
belief  Dr.  Ray  and  his  wife  are  faithful  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church  and  are  active  in  all 
the  enterprises  originated  and  carried  on  by  that 
denomination.  Dr.  Ray  is  a  member  of  the  Mich- 
igan Surgical  and  Dental  Association,  and  is  rec- 
ognized as  among  the  prominent  men  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Michigan. 


._^.^^|<^.^ 


eHARLES  CHRISTENSEN.  Prominent 
among  the  business  men  of  Benton  Harbor 
stands  the  name  of  Mr.  Christensen,  who  is 
engaged  here  in  the  manufacture  of  pressed  brick 
and  tile,  and  is  also  a  dealer  in  ice.  Although  this 
enterprise  is  of  comparatively  recent  inception,  the 
accurate  system  upon  which  the  business  is  con- 
ducted, and  the  close  attention  paid  to  every  de> 
tail  connected  with  the  work,  have  combined  to 
produce  most  satisfactory  results,  and  it  may  truly 
be  said  that  the  manufactory  forms  one  of  the 
most  gratifying  examples  of  success  among  the 
industries  of  Berrien  County. 

A  native  of  Denmark,  our  subject  was  born 
April  22,  1851,  and  is  the  son  of  Christian  Chris- 
tensen. His  father,  who  was  born  in  the  land  of 
the  Danes,  spent  his  entire  life  there  and  followed 
the    occupation    of   a   contractor.     After  leaving 
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school  Charles  learned  the  trade  of  a  cooper,  at 
which  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  five  years, 
receiving  his  board  but  no  money  for  his  services. 
When  he  reached  his  majority,  realizing  that  Amer- 
ica offered  better  opportunities  than  his  native 
land,  he  determined  to  emigrate  hither  and  estab- 
lish his  home  in  the  land  of  the  free. 

Accordingly,  in  1873,  Mr.  Christensen  took  pas- 
sage on  an  American-bound  vessel,  and  after  the 
ship  cast  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  New  York  he 
came  direct  from  that  place  to  Michigan  and  lo- 
cated in  St.  Joseph,  reaching  thatcity  with  twenty 
cents  in  his  pocket.  There  he  at  once  commenced 
to  work  on  a  farm,  and  later  secured  employment 
on  a  railroad,  where  he  worked  for  a  short  time. 
In  1876  he  engaged  at  his  trade  of  a  cooper,  which 
he  conducted  in  St.  Joseph  for  two  years.  Thence 
he  removed  to  Bainbridge,  Berrien  County,  and 
embarked  in  business  as  a  manufacturer  of  staves, 
at  the  same  time  following  the  cooper's  trade  for 
six  years. 

In  1887,  Mr.  Christensen  organized  the  Benton 
Harbor  Pickle  &  Vinegar  Company  and  served  as 
its  Vice-President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  for 
four  years.  He  then  disposed  of  his  interest  in 
that  enterprise  and  engaged  in  the  real-estate  bus- 
iness, and  also  as  a  dealer  in  ice,  in  both  of  which 
he  is  still  interested.  His  attention,  however,  is  nec- 
essarily largely  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of 
pressed  brick  and  tile,  in  which  he  carries  on  a 
large  and  profitable  business.  By  nature  and  train- 
ing he  is  peculiarly  fitted  for  a  successful  business 
career,  and  undoubtedly  he  will  attain  a  place 
among  the  foremost  business  men  of  southwest- 
ern Michigan. 

While  he  devotes  his  attention  principally  to 
the  details  of  his  business,  Mr.  Christensen  keeps 
well  informed  concerning  affairs  of  local  import- 
ance and  the  general  issues  of  the  day.  In  poli- 
tics he  favors  Protection  and  gives  his  influence 
and  ballot  to  aid  the  Republican  party.  He  and 
his  wife  have  a  comfortable  home  on  Morton  Ave- 
nue, where  they  hospitably  receive  and  entertain 
their  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  Mrs.  Chris- 
tensen was  in  maidenhood  Louisa  Butzbach,  and 
is  of  German  parentage.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Philip  H.  Butzbach,  and  was  born  in  Bainbridge 


Township,  March  27,  1880,  becoming  the  wife  of 
our  subject.  They  had  one  child  born  to  them 
which  died  in  infancy.  In  their  religious  belief 
they  are  devoted  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  with  which  they  are  actively  identi- 
fied. 


JHINEAS  PEARL  was  numbered  among  the 
)  enterprising  pioneer  citizens  of  Michigan, 
and  from  1840  until  the  time  of  his  death 

I  \  was  intimately  associated  with  the  growth 
and  progressive  interests  of  Berrien  County.  The 
parents  of  Mr.  Pearl  were  natives  of  Wales,  but 
early  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  made 
their  home  in  New  P^ngland.  Vermont  was  the  birth- 
place of  our  subject,  and  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State  he  was  reared  and  educated,  and  on  arriving  at 
mature  years  married  Miss  Fannie  Hatch,  daughter 
of  Capt.  Josiah  Hatch,  who  faithfully  served  seven 
years  in  the  Continental  army  during  the  War  of 
the  Revolution.  Josiah  Hatch,  by  birth  an  Eng- 
lishman, detested  King  George  thoroughly,  exhib- 
iting his  allegiance  to  his  adopted  country  in  the 
most  pronounced  fashion.  He  celebrated  the  4th 
of  July  in  an  especially  enthusiastic  manner,  and, 
a  man  of  broad  intelligence  and  force  of  character, 
was  a  prominent  and  highlj^-respected  citizen. 
Our  subject  and  his  good  wife  were  the  parents  of 
six  children,  who  were  in  order  of  their  birth: 
Lewis  W.;  Warren  H.;  Mary,  wife  of  James  Jack- 
way,  deceased;  James;  Adaline,  widow  of  Selden 
Hill,  residing  near  Benton  Harbor;  and  George  a 
citizen  of  Harper,  Kan. 

Mr.  Pearl  emigrated  with  his  wife  and  family 
to  Michigan  in  1833  or  1834,  at  which  time  most 
of  the  State  was  comparatively  a  wilderness. 
Some  six  years  later,  in  1840,  he  located  perma- 
nently in  Berrien  County,  where  he  profitably  in- 
vested in  land,  at  one  time  owning  over  four  hun- 
dred acres.  A  lifetime  Democrat  and  an  ardent 
admirer  of  Andrew  Jackson,  he  actively  partici- 
pated in  the  public  events  of  the  day  and  was 
deeply  interested  in  both  local  and  national  issues. 
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Liberal  spirited,  he  was  always  ready  to  assist  in 
matters  of  mutual  welfare  and  when,  after  a  life  of 
busy  care   and  usefulness,   he   passed  away,   was 
mourned  as  a  kind  friend  and  true  citizen.     His 
son,  Lewis  W.,  was  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
where  our   subject  and  his  wife  settled  in  a  very 
early  day.     Lewis   Pearl   was  born  in    1815,  and 
was  but  a  child  when  he  removed  with  his  father 
and  mother  to  another  part  of  the  Empire  State, 
locating  then  in  Jefferson   County,  where  they  re- 
mained   until  they  journeyed,  in  about   1833,  to 
Monroe    County,    Mich.     In   his  new  home  Lewis 
Pearl  followed  the  occupation  of  a  carpenter  and 
joiner,  but  in  1841  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Berrien  County,  and  in  the  spring 
of  the  year  entered  upon  the  improvement  of  the 
acres  located  in  the  woods.     He  spent  many  days 
and  weeks  with  axe  in  hand,  and  through  unvary- 
ing industry  and  excellent  management  has  accu- 
mulated three  hundred  acres  of  valuable  property. 
In  March,  1843,  Lewis  W.  Pearl  and  Miss  Juliette 
En  OS  were    united    in    marriage.     Mrs.  Pearl  was 
the  daughter  of  Mr.   and    Mrs.  James  Enos,   old- 
time  residents  of  New  York,  but  later  well-known 
settlers  of  Michigan.     Our   subject   and    his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  lived 
to   adult   age.     Two   sons,    Fred  and  Ralph,  are 
successful  commission  merchants  of  Omaha,  Neb. 
The  other  members  of  the  family  are  all  residents 
of  Berrien  County.    In  September,  1861,  the  name 
of   Lewis  Pearl  was  enrolled  as  a  private  in  Com- 
pany B,  Twelfth   Michigan   Infantry,  but,  rapidly 
promoted  for  efficient  service,  he    rose  from  the 
ranks  and  became  First  Lieutenant,  Captain  and 
Major.     Maj.  Pearl  was  engaged  in  the  Sixteenth 
Corps   at   Shiloh,    participated    in    the    siege   of 
Vicksburg,  was  in  the  Trans-Missouri  Department 
in  Arkansas  and  remained  in  active  duty  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  being  mustered  out  at  Camden, 
Ark.,  the  troops  finally  disbanding  in  1866.   After 
the  war  the  soldier,  once  more  becoming  a  civilian, 
returned  to  the  daily  round  of  agricultural  pursuits. 
Maj.  Pearl  is  widely  known  and  esteemed   by  a 
large   acquaintance.      His    residence,    erected   by 
himself,  is  one  of  the  landmarks  of  Berrien  County. 
Politically,  he  is,  as  was  his  father,  a  stanch  Dem- 
ocrat, and  for  nine  3^ears  tilled    with  ability  the 


office  of  Supervisor  of  Benton  Township,  holding 
the  position  prior  to  the  Civil  War.  He  served  as 
Chairman  of  the  Board,  and  under  his  earnest  and 
well-directed  efforts  many  progressive  interests 
and  needed  improvements  were  rapidly  advanced. 
Fraternally,  Maj.  Pearl  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  a 
valued  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted 
Masons.  A  prominent  factor  amid  the  changing 
scenes  of  Michigan  for  more  than  half  a  century, 
Lewis  W.  Pearl  has,  as  an  upright  man  and  loyal 
citizen,  received  the  high  regard  of  all  his  fellow- 
townsmen. 


-^^ 


JOSEPH  P.  THRESHER  was  born  at  Tun- 
bridge,  Vt.,  March  16,  1831.  His  father. 
Dr.  Leonard  Thresher,  was  one  of  six  sons, 
who,  with  three  sisters,  were  children  of  Jo- 
seph and  Polly  (Smith)  Thresher,  both  having  been 
born  at  Stafford,  Conn.,  the  father  February  22, 
1766,  and  the  mother  July  17,  1767.  The  father 
was  of  Scotch-Welsh  extraction  and  a  son  of  one 
of  three  brothers  who  came  to  this  country  at  a 
date  unknown.  The  name  ''Thresher"  is  said  to 
have  originally  been  synonymous  with  that  of 
''Thatcher,'' and  that  Dr.  Thatcher,  the  renowned 
theologian,  about  1830  a  resident  of  Boston,  Mass., 
was  a  second  cousin  of  Leonard  Thresher. 

Joseph  Thresher  and  Polly  Smith  were  married 
November  15,  1787,  and  soon  after  moved  from 
Stafford,  Conn.,  to  Brookfield,  Vt.,  where  their 
children  were  all  born  and  attained  their  majority, 
upon  a  large  farm  the  father  had  purchased  and  im- 
proved from  a  native  wilderness.  The  children 
were  Stephen,  born  August  26,  1788;  Alva,  Novem- 
ber 18,  1790;  Thankful,  September  10, 1792;  Polly, 
August  15,  1794;  Joseph,  Jr.,  July  31,  1798;  Leon- 
ard, April  9,  1800;  Mehi table,  December  9,  1803; 
Daniel,  September  27,  1805;  and  Samuel  Alden, 
January  16,  1809. 

The  mother  of  these  children  died  on  the  old 
homestead  September  13,  1813,  honored  and  loved 
by  all.  The  father  married  for  his  second  wife 
Miss  Melison  Orcut,  born  in  Somerset,  Conn.,  May 
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21,  1767.  The  marriage  took  place  at  Brook  Held, 
Vt.,  January  10,  1815,  and  after  the  death  of  lier 
revered  husband,  March  11,  1833,  she  faithfully 
cared  for  the  family,  who  greatly  esteemed  her. 
She  died  in  1835,  at  a  date  unknown  to  the  writer. 

All  of  these  children  grew  up  on  the  homestead, 
and  were  married  and  settled  on  land  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, with  the  exception  of  Leonard,  the 
fourth  son,  and  the  father  of  our  subject.  He 
was  fond  of  reading  books  and  did  not  take 
kindly  to  farming.  So  much  did  he  fear,  when  a 
boy,  to  see  animals  slaughtered,  that  when  such 
work  was  to  be  done,  he  was  sent  from  home  to 
some  of  the  neighbors  until  the  butchering  was 
over.  His  education  was  that  afforded  by  the 
district  school,  held  in  a  log  schoolhouse,  and  sup- 
plemented by  excellent  home  instruction.  His 
brother  Alva  was  a  proficient  instructor  for  that 
period,  and  well  versed  in  mathematics,  and  Leon- 
ard had  his  assistance. 

Leonard  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  when  but 
nineteen,  and  was  assisted  in  this  by  Dr.  Carpen- 
ter. He  married  Maria  Laribee,  of  Royalton,  Vt., 
January  18,  1821.  Her  father  had  died  when  she 
was  but  five  years  old,  and  her  mother  subsequently 
married  Alexander  Edson,  and  later  they  moved 
to  Standish,  Canada  East.  Maria  had  two  broth- 
ers, Hiram  and  Lewis,  both  married,  and  a  maiden 
sister,  Belinda.  The  family  were  of  French-Can- 
adian descent.  Maria  Laribee  was  regarded  as  a 
beautiful  girl,  and  as  a  wife  and  mother  was  greatly 
beloved.  She  died  at  Lowell,  Mass.,  August  18, 
1845. 

Eaily  in  life  Leonard  Thresher  began  what  prom- 
ised to  be  a  very  successful  business  career.  He 
built  a  dam  at  Tunbridge,  Vt.,  and  utilized  the 
water  power  it  created  by  erecting  woolen  mills 
and  other  manufactories.  He  carried  on  a  large 
business,  but  an  unprecedented  flood  carried  away 
the  mills  and  dam,  which,  with  other  disasters,  im- 
pelled him  to  resume  his  professional  studies,  which 
were  prosecuted  under  Dr.  Carpenter  and  also  under 
Dr.  Chandler,  of  Chelsea,  Vt.  He  also  read  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  Warren,  of  Boston,  where  he  com- 
pleted his  course,  and  for  a  time  was  physician  at 
the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  Boston. 

He  published  a  small  volume  on  medication,  and 


after  a  long  practice  at  Lowell,  Mass.,  returned  to 
his  native  State  about  1862,  then  advanced  in 
3^ears,and  was  appointed  physician  during  the  Civil 
War  to  the  Military  Hospital  at  Montpelier.  The 
arduous  duties  here  told  heavily  upon  him  and, 
though  long  surviving  them,  they  doubtless  were 
the  incipient  cause  of  his  death,  which  occurred  at 
^'orthfield,  Vt.,  July  31,  1886,  he  being  at  that 
time  eighty-six  years  old.  He  was  a  man  of  refined 
feelings,  active  sympathies  and  more  than  ordin- 
ary intelligence,  and  was  universally  esteemed  by 
those  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  know  him. 

There  were  born  to  Dr.  Thresher  and  wife  five 
children,  namely:  Harriet  D.,  born  at  Tunbridge, 
Vt.,  January  17,  1824,  and  who  married  Nathaniel 
Houston,  of  Northfield,  Vt.,  at  which  place  she 
died  in  1881;  Julius  M.,  born  at  Tunbridge,  Vt., 
September  11,  1825,  who,  from  being  run  over  by 
a  team  in  childhood,  was  deaf  and  dumb,  and  who 
in  due  time  was  sent  to  the  school  for  mutes  at 
Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  graduated,  and  who  is 
a  bachelor,  still  living;  Mary,  born  at  Tunbridge, 
February  1,  1826,  and  who  died  at  the  same  place 
August  17,  1830;  Joseph  P.,  our  subject,  born  at 
Tunbridge,  March  16,  1831;  and  Emily,  born  at 
Brookfield,  Vt.,  January  17,  1835,  and  who  died 
October  28,  1839,  at  Cabbotsville,  near  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  where  the  famil}'  resided  during  the 
time  Julius  was  at  Hartford. 

The  youngest  son,  Joseph  P.,  remained  at  home 
during  boyhood,  a  faithful  student  at  the  public 
schools,  and  for  a  time  was  under  instruction  at  the 
Cabbotsville  Academy,  but,  the  family  having 
moved  to  Lowell,  Mass.,  he  continued  his  studies 
there  a  short  time  and  then  entered  into  a  busi- 
ness engagement  with  Samuel  Holiis,  a  leading 
merchant  and  real-estate  operator,  and  remained 
with  him  four  years.  His  father  had  hoped  to  in- 
terest him  in  the  medical  profession,  and  urged 
him  to  enter  the  drug  business  he  had  purchased, 
but  the  young  man  could  not  form  any  liking  for 
this  field  of  activity.  On  his  father's  removal  to 
Boston,  he  went  there  and  visited  an  intimate 
schoolfellow,  who  had  become  a  machinist  and 
worked  at  the  Boston  Locomotive  Works,  of  Hink- 
ley  <fe  Drur3\  There,  by  watching  the  perplexing 
trouble  a  workman  had  in  boring  flue  sheets,  young 
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Thresher  became  interested,  and  finally  produced 
a  tool  for  doing  the  work  that,  had  it  been  pat- 
ented,  would  have  yielded  him  a  fortune.  In  a 
short  time  he  made  a  contract  for  doing  the  work 
at  three  cents  per  hole  for  the  iron  sheets,  and  five 
cents  for  boring  in  copper,  and  for  more  than  a 
year  he  daily  earned  $7  and  $8  per  diem  for  a 
few  hours'  labor.  The  company  found  it  neces- 
sary, however,  to  terminate  the  agreements,  be- 
cause the  completed  sheets  were  far  in  advance  of 
any  other  class  of  work. 

Mr.  Thresher    then   visited    his    native    State, 
through  which  the  Central  Vermont  Road  was  be- 
ing built,  under  the  presidency  of  Ex-Gov.  Charles 
Pain,  and,    though    physically  unqualified  for  so 
heavy  work,  in  preference  to    farm  labor,  which 
had    been  recommended  for  his  health's  sake,  he 
bravely  presented  himself  to  the  foreman  of  a  set 
of  track  hands  and  asked  for  work.     He  received 
the    contemptuous    gaze    of    the    "boss,"    who, 
shrugging  his  shoulders,  told  the  young  man  that 
he  could   try   his   hand   if  he   thought    he   could 
handle  a  lam  ping-bar  and  tamp  the  broken   stones 
under  the  ties,  "as  yez  sees  the  rest  of  'em  bys  is 
doin'.     Sure,  and  yez  a  broth  uv  a  by,  any 'show." 
The  tamp-bar  weighed  fourteen  pounds.     It  was  a 
hot  day  in    August,   but  the  young  man  without 
hesitancy  "shucked  his  store  clothes"  and  went  in 
to  win.     In  an  hour  his  hands  were  badly  blistered, 
but  he  gave  no  sign  of  suffering.     For  some  two 
or  three  days  he  kept    pace    with    the  Irishmen. 
Finally    O.    B.  Reynolds,   the  road-master,   came 
along,  and,  inquiring  about  the  boy,  directed  him 
to  report  at  the  new  station  soon  to  be  opened  on 
the   farm    of   Joseph  Riford,  with  whom  Thresher 
boarded.    He  did  so,  and  the  next  morning  he  met 
there  W.  H.  Cornwall,  the  Assistant  Superintend- 
ent,   who  put  him  in  charge  of  the  place.     These 
three  men.  Thresher,  Reynolds  and  Cornwall;  met 
for  the   first  time,  with  no  expectation  that  they 
would    in   later   years  become  partners  in  a  con- 
tract for  heavy  railway  work,  which,  as  will  be 
seen,  did  occur.     Nor  did  any  of  the  Riford  fam- 
ly  anticipate  they  would  in  the  far  distant  future 
unexpectedly  meet   Thresher   as  a  neighbor  in  a 
Western  town.     But  such  was  the  fact.     This  same 
Joseph  Riford  was  one  of  the  survivors  of  the  ill- 


fated  "  Hypocampus,  "  that  foundered  between 
Benton  Harbor  and  Chicago  in  1867,  because  over- 
loaded with  peaches,  and  some  forty  persons  were 
lost. 

Mr.  Thresher  remained  upon  the  Vermont  Cen- 
tral nearly  four  years,  at  first  being  kept  at  new 
stations  opened  as  the  road  was  completed,  till  it 
reached  Rouse's  Point,  N.  Y.,  when  he  was  returned 
to  Montpelier,  the  capital  of  the  State,  as  agent  for 
a  time.  Here  J.  W.  Hobait,  who  subsequently  was 
the  General  Manager  for  many  years,  was  his  clerk. 
Mr.  Thresher  was  later  promoted  to  be  Assistant 
Master  of  Transportation,  and  on  his  resignation. 
President  Pain  volunteered  to  furnish  him  excel- 
lent letters  of  recommendation.  It  was  on  this 
road  he  first  met  the  popular  engineer,  G.  D.  W. 
Hopkins,  the  brother  of  Miss  Mary  Hopkins,  the 
lady  he  subsequently  married.  He  resigned  this 
last  position  in  June,  1848. 

For  a  time  Mr.  Thresher  was  Pay-Master  for  the 
contractors  of  the  Great  Western  Railway,  Canada, 
but  he  soon  united  his  fortunes  with    his   friends, 
Reynolds,  Cornwall   and  Hopkins,   as   one  of  the 
firm,  and  with  them  engaged  in    constructing    the 
Summit  section  of  the  Marietta  ct  Cincinnati  Rail- 
road,   now    the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,    near    Athens, 
Ohio,  one  of  the  most  costly  six  miles  of  grading 
upon  that  expensively  built  road.     It  was  here  he 
first  met  Miss  Hopkins,  who  had  been  visiting  her 
brother's  contractors  upon   a  more  westerly  divi- 
sion of  the  road,  and  came  to  visit  her  older  brother, 
Garrett  De  Wall  and  his  wife,  a  lady  Mr.  Thresher 
had  known  in  Vermont  in  her  girlhood.  Believing 
he  had  good  promise  of  a  competency  in  his  con- 
tract, he  entered  into  marriage  relations  with  Miss 
Hopkins,  who  he  had  found  was  an  estimable  and 
accomplished  lady,   the  ceremony  occurring  May 
30  1854.     There  were  born  to  this  union  two  sons 
and  a  daughter.  George  M.,  who  was  born  at  Chilli- 
cothe,  Ohio,  August  29,  1858,  is  married  and  lives 
in    Chicago;    Hattie  D.,  born   at  Cincinnati  Fur- 
nace, Ohio,  July  4,  1860,  married  Porter  D.  Fitz- 
gerald, and  resides  in  Chicago;  and  Frank  L.  was 
born  on  the  6th  of  January,  1863,  at  Cincinnati 
Furnace,  Ohio.     The  latter  was  married  at  Minne- 
apolis, where  he  represented  the  Pioneer  Press  of 
St.  Paul,  and  later  on  organized  the  Daily  Times  of 


186 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Minneapolis,  and  was  General  Manager.  George  M. 
was  the  Chicago  agent  and  correspondent  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Era,  of  Detroit. 

Mrs.  Thresher  was  of  a  family  widely  known  and 
highly  respected.  Her  father  was  familiarly  known 
as  "Uncle  Tommy/'  and  her  mother  as  "Aunt 
Hannah.'*  They  were  long  residents  in  Covert 
Township,  near  Trumansburg,  N.  Y.,  twelve  miles 
north  of  Ithaca,  and  a  couple  of  miles  from  Lake 
Canandaigua,  where  they  owned  one  of  the  largest 
and  best  farms  of  central  INew  York. 

Thomas  Hof)kins  was  born  in  Putnam  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  at  the  old  homestead  June  11, 1870. 
His  wife,  Hannah,  was  a  daughter  of  A.  B.  and 
Betsey  Dickinson,  of  New  York,  and  sister  of  Hon. 
Bray  Dickinson,  of  Elmira  and  Hornby,  N.  Y.,  and 
prominent  as  a  farmer  and  politician.  He  represent- 
ed his  district  twice  in  the  Legislature,  and  under 
Lincoln  was  United  States  Minister  for  eight  years 
to  Nicaragua,  where  he  died.  Mrs.  Hopkins  died 
at  Trumansburg,  N.  Y.,  July  25,  1874.  Their  chil- 
dren were,  Celia,  born  at  Covert  in  1819;  George 
K.,  at  Hornby,  in  1821;  Garrold  De Wall,  at  Horn- 
by, in  1823;  Eliza  D.,  at  Ulysses,  in  1825;  Everett 
A.,  at  Ulysses,  and  who  died  at  Benton  Harbor, 
in  January,  1867;  Jonathan,  born  at  Ulyoses  in 
1829;  Mary  Ann,  born  August  31,  1831,  who  mar- 
ried J.  P.  Thresher,  and  died  at  Benton  Harbor 
May  6,  1877,  at  the  homestead;  Helen  Jane,  wife 
of  Albert  James,  born  at  Ulysses  in  November, 
1835;  Louisa,  wife  of  Rev.  H.  G.  De  Witt,  born  at. 
Ulysses  in  1837;  and  Annette,  wife  of  Dr.  John 
Bell,  born  at  Ulysses  in  1839.  The  children  all 
seemed  to  develop,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  con- 
sumption in  one  form  or  another.  It  was  this 
dread  disease  that  deprived  Mr.  Thresher  of  his 
life  companion,  one  who  possessed  every  attribute 
of  a  good  wife,  a  loving  mother  and  a  faithful 
friend.  The  loss  to  husband  and  children,  which 
was  irreparable,  had  for  its  only  compensation  the 
knowledge  of  her  virtues. 

Mr.  Thresher  was  subsequently  twice  married. 
The  second  marriage  was  celebrated  June  6,  1880; 
the  third  August  3,  1892,  at  Chicago,  at  the  home 
of  the  bride,  then  Mrs.  Belle  M*  Hiraes,  whose 
first  husband,  J.  L.  Himes,  practiced  law  many 
years  at  Minneapolis,  where  he  died  August  2, 1881. 


Her  father,  Hon.  Levi  Kline,  the  able  and  well- 
known  attorney  and  banker  of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  was 
intimately  associated  with  that  renowned  states- 
man, Simon  Cameron.  His  death  occurred  in  1863, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years.  Her  mother,  who 
died  at  their  Chicago  home  in  1889,  aged  seventy- 
one  years,  was  a  woman  of  more  than  usual  at- 
tainments, greatly  beloved  by  all,  and  who  in  the 
highest  circles  of  society  was  esteemed  for  her  em- 
inent Christian  virtues  and  gracious  social  charac- 
teristics. 

Mrs.  Thresher  graduated  after  a  six-years  course 
at  Madam  Emma  Willard's  Ladies'  Seminary,  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  as  did  her  sister,  Mrs.  Lucius  Colby,  resid- 
ing in  Chicago,  where  two  brothers,  Lee  and  Ebert 
Kline,  are  established  in  business.  A  third  brother. 
Col.  Jacob  Kline,  is  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
army,  formerly  stationed  at  Leavenworth,  Kan., 
but  recently  appointed  to  the  command  at  Platts- 
burg,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  instructor  of  the  post,  and 
where  his  interesting  family  resides. 

The  confidence  Mr.  Thresher  reposed  in  the  bus- 
iness he  had  engaged  in,  that  of  railway  construc- 
tion, though  well  founded,  was  destined  to  be  dis- 
appointing. Mr.  Cornwall  was  called  to  aid  as 
Assistant  Superintendent  his  brother-in-law,  James 
Moore,  who  was  managing  the  Michigan  Southern 
&  Lake  Shore  Railway.  Mr.  Hopkins  was  called 
to  attend  the  work  undertaken  by  Hopkins  Bros. 
&  P^Us,  and  Mr.  Thresher  was  himself  temporarily 
absent,  he  having  gone  to  Cincinnati  to  buy  sup- 
plies. At  this  juncture  the  railwa}^  directors,  who  . 
had  held  the  work  under  suspension  for  many 
months,  as  the  funds  were  exhausted,  inveigled 
Mr.  Reynolds  into  a  new  contract,  thereby  abro- 
gating the  original  one,  and  so  cutting  off  the 
damages  that,  under  the  old  contract,  were  justly 
due.  Mr.  Thresher  on  arriving  home  and  learning 
the  mistake  of  his  friend  and  partner,  surrendered 
his  interest  without  charge,  for  he  foresaw  the  dis- 
aster Mr.  Reynolds  had  so  unwisely  provided,  and 
later  on  personally  experienced.  In  a  da}^  or  two 
Mr.  Thresher,  with  his  young  wife,  was  making  a 
fifty-mile  drive  ovei'  a  miserably  muddy  road, 
through  a  sparsely  settled  and  mountainous  coun- 
try, to  Chillicothe  to  accept  a  position  in  the  gen- 
eral offices  of  the  railway  company.     Under  Supt. 
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W.  R.  Arthur,  Mr.  Thresher  was  appointed  Gen- 
eral Passenger  and  Freight  Agent,  and  subse- 
quently, as  tlie  road  was  extended,  became  General 
Agent.     Here  he  remained  until  1857. 

He  invested  in  the  stock  of  the  Cincinnati  Blast 
Furnance,  and  in  1858  became  Secretary;  but  when 
he  learned  that,  though  owned  by  heavy  capital- 
ists, there  was  an  outstanding  debt  of  $131,000,  lie 
traded  off  liis  stock  advantageously.  The  com- 
pany failed  and  Mv.  Thresher  was  appointed  Re- 
ceiver. Under  license  of  the  Court,  and  with  the 
approval  of  both  creditors  and  stockholders,  he 
made  radical  changes  in  the  works,  by  which  the 
cost  of  smelting  iron  was  greatly  reduced,  and  in 
three  years  was  able  to  deliver  the  plant  into  the 
hands  of  the  stockholders. 

In  the  mean  time,  business  had  called  him  to 
Chicago  and  Milwaukee,  and  thus  he  was  afforded 
an  opportunity^  to  spend  a  day  with  relatives  at 
Benton  Harbor.  His  health  was  impaired,  and  a 
fruit  farm  seemed  to  be  very  inviting  and  to  prom- 
ise the  change  needed.  So  in  the  fall  of  1863  he 
came  to  Benton  Harbor,  which  was  then  com- 
paratively unknown  as  a  business  center.  He  soon 
purchased  of  Klczia  Morton  and  his  son,  the  Hon. 
H.  C.  Morton,  their  fruit  farm,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  desirable  properties  to  be  had.  On  other 
lands  of  these  gentlemen  near  by  was  the  famous 
'^Cincinnati  Peach  Orchard,''  planted  by  Smith  & 
Howell,  of  Cincinnati,  that  in  its  time  yielded  two 
or  three  fortunes.  Thresher  received  title  to  the 
purchase  under  date  of  January  1,  1864.  Later, 
two  more  purchases  of  contiguous  lands  were  made. 
On  these  grounds  a  residence  was  built,  and  the 
premises  became  the  ideal  home,  admired  by  all, 
and  where  for  nearly  thirty  years  was  found  by 
the  visitor  a  generous  and  enjoyable  hospitality. 
The  house  was  burned  in   the  winter  of  1890-91. 

Benton  Harbor,  originally  named  Brunson  Har- 
bor after  Stern  Brunson,  a  pioneer  promoter,  was 
attempting  to  build  a  ship  canal,  and  Martin  Green 
and  S.  A.  Willard,  of  Chicago,  had  taken  the  con- 
tract. In  promoting  this  work  Mr.  Thresher  was 
soon  earnestly  engaged.  Indeed,  from  the  first 
he  devoted  himself  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  town. 
By  the  united  efforts  of  the  few  who  began  the 
work,  including   such    men  as  Hon.  H.  C.  Mor- 


ton, Charles  Hull,  Brunson  and  his  sons,  the  Hop- 
kins brothers,  and  others  not  now  recalled,  the 
town  from  year  to  year  became  more  and  more 
active  and  of  more  importance.  As  a  result,  Mr. 
Thresher's  lands,  as  early  as  1868,  became  of  some 
value  for  residences  and  a  portion  was  included  in 
the  first  plat  of  the  village.  Every  enterprise  for 
promoting  growth  was  fostered  by  Mr.  Thresher, 
not  only  for  Benton  Harbor,  but  for  her  neighbor, 
St.  Joseph.  His  first  donation  was  $10  to  help  buy 
a  bell  for  St.  Joseph's  Congregational  Church.  The 
highway  bridge  and  various  interests  of  St.  Joseph 
received  his  liberal  donations. 

It  is  not  with  any  wish  to  boast  of  or  to  pub- 
lish his  generous  deeds,  but  as  a  matter  of  record 
it  may  be  stated  that  the  accurate  accounts  of  his 
business  he  long  maintained  showed  that  to  aid 
others  and  promote  the  public  weal  he  made  do- 
nations from  1864  to  1870  amounting  to  over 
$3,600: 

Before  settling  at  Benton  Harbor,  he  had  as- 
sisted the  Hopkins  brothers  to  buy  a  portable  steam 
sawmill,  to  be  operated  in  the  heavy  timber  stand- 
ing near  town.  They  were  unsuccessful  and  called 
on  Mr.  Thresher  to  take  the  property  and  pay  off 
the  debts.  He  did  so,  and  after  paying  every  dollar 
and  establishing  a  successful  business,  he  returned 
the  property  to  them.  About  this  time  the  Bap- 
tist denomination  began  to  build  a  small  church  at 
Heath's  Corners,  near  town,  and  later  built  on  a 
•lot  purchased  in  St.  Joseph  a  lecture  room,  where 
services  were  held,  proposing,  meantime,  to  add  to 
the  structure  a  fine  brick  church  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. Mr.  Thresher  opposed  these  efforts,  on  the 
ground  that  Benton  Harbor  was  likely  to  become 
a  more  important  business  center,  and  should  have 
the  church,  the  numerical  and  financial  strength 
being  here.  A  resolution  to  this  effect  was  hotly 
contested  at  a  meeting  in  the  dining-room  of  the 
village  hotel,  but  it  was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
three,  and  as  a  result  an  elegant  brick  structuic 
was  built  at  Benton  Harbor,  to  which  he  contrib- 
uted $1,000  or  more. 

While  managing  the  Hopkins'  Mill,  Mr.  Thresher 
found  by  his  frequent  trips  to  and  from  Niles,  a 
distance  of  twenty-five  miles,  the  incorivenience  of 
being  dependent  solely   on  water  transportation, 
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and  he  determined  to  attempt  to  secure  a  railway. 
He  wrote  to  the  Chicago  press  the  first  articles  as 
to  the  value  of  securing  an  extension  to  that  city 
of  the  then  Canada  Grand  Trunk,  and  opened 
correspondence  with  C.  J.  Bridges,  the  man- 
aging Director.  Later  he  made  a  trip  to  Mon- 
treal alone,  to  confer  with  the  Grand  Trunk  people, 
and  still  later,  in  company  with  I.  W.  Willard,  of 
Paw  Paw,  and  Hon.  A.  H.  Morrison,  of  St.  Joseph, 
he  again  visited  the  ofiice  of  the  managing  Direc- 
tor at  Montreal.  Ultimately  he  organized  the 
Chicago  &  Michigan  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Com- 
pany, and  was  chosen  its  Secretary.  After  Mr. 
Shanley,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Sys- 
tem, had  completed  a  survey  of  the  Western  Divi- 
sion, and  $50,000  had  been  expended,  through  jeal- 
ousy the  road  was  lost  to  this  locality,  and  a  longer 
line  by  ten  miles  was  built  via  South  Bend. 

Mr.  Thresher  at  this  time  drew  the  bill  author- 
izing the  voting  of  a  tax  in  aid  of  railway  con- 
struction, and  spent  considerable  time  at  Lansing 
securing  its  enactment  into  a  statute.  He  also 
wrote  part  of  the  i>rospcctus  of  the  road,  in  con- 
junction with  Mr.  Bancroft,  of  Port  Huron.  Mr. 
Thresher  at  once  took  up  the  work  of  getting  the 
Elkhart  Road,  organized  a  company,  of  which  he 
was  Secretary,  and  from  which  position  he  retired 
when  President  Frank  Muzzy  insisted  upon  wasting 
$L5,000  at  Benton  Harbor  in  a  vain  attempt  to  build 
the  line  upon  local  resources,  most  of  the  loss  fall- 
ing upon  Benton  Harbor  people.  This  was  ton 
years  prior  to  its  final  construction.  Resuming  his 
efforts  when  the  late  Hon.  J.  H.  Wade,  of  Cleve- 
land, purchased  the  Cincinnati,  Wabash  &  Michi- 
gan Railroad,  then  completed  to  Goshen,  Ind.,  Mr. 
Threslier  wrote  him  in  regard  to  facilities  here  for 
lake  traffic,  and  organized  the  C.  W.  cfe  L.  M.  R.  R., 
and  was  chosen  Secretary  and  Director.  He  la- 
bored hard  to  get  this  line,  now  known  as  the  "Big 
Four,"  and  succeeded. 

Meantime,  Hon.  A.  H.  Morrison,  of  St.  Joseph, 
who,  on  finding  he  had  lost  the  Grand  Trunk,  had 
built  a  local  road  from  New  Buffalo  to  St.  Joseph, 
having  secured  funds  from  Boston  through  his 
friend,  Hon.  James  F.  Joy,  President  of  the  Mich- 
igan Central,  commenced  the  extension  of  his 
line  to  Grand   Rapids,  and  undertook  to  secure 


from  Mr.  Thresher  ten  acres  of  land  owned  by  the 
Hopkins  estate,  and  located  across  the  Paw  Paw 
River,  a  mile  from  the  business  center  of  the  town. 
Here  he  proposed  to  establish  a  station,  to  which 
Mr.  Thresher  demurred,  for  the  reason  that  the  road 
could  be  reached  from  Benton  Harbor  as  easily  as  at 
St.  Joseph,  without  donating  anything,  and  there 
would  be  no  diversion  of  her  business  intwests,  as 
would  ensue  if  a  railway  center  were  created  on 
the  land  Mr.  Morrison  wanted.  To  this  Mr.  Mor- 
rison answered  by  ordering  Mr.  Con  ley,  his  engi- 
neer, to  go  ahead  and  build  upon  the  Sand  Hill 
route,  near  the  lake  shore.  This  left  the  little  vil- 
lage of  Benton  Harbor  out  in  the  cold. 

Mr.  Thresher  was  then  publishing  the  village  pa- 
per, but,  returning  to  his  office,  he  made  an  all 
day  and  all  night  task  of  getting  ready  to  leave 
home;  and  taking  with  him  tabulated  facts  as  to  the 
business  already  centered  in  his  village,  hastened 
to  catch  the  train  at  St.  Joseph,  his  purposes  and 
destination  known  to  no  one  but  himself.  On  reach- 
ing Detroit,  he  had  audience  with  Mr.  Joy,  who 
was  surprised  at  the  statements,  and  said  he  had 
never  been  informed  of  the  facts,  but  agreed  to 
send  some  one,  a  stranger,  to  both  St.  Joseph  and 
Benton  Harbor  to  verify  or  disprove  the  state- 
ments. Ten  days  later  he  wired  Mr.  Thresher  to 
come  to  Detroit,  and  at  this  meeting  a  contract 
was  made  that,  notwithstanding  the  difficult}^  of 
changing  the  alignment  upon  which  the  bridge 
across  the  St.  Joseph  River  was  being  built,  the  road 
should  touch  Benton  Harbor.  Mr.  Joy's  proposi- 
tion was  that  $16,000  be  raised  within  one  week's 
time.  Mr.  Thresher  returned  and  vigorously 
pushed  the  work,  and  at  the  last  hour  wired  $15,- 
800,  to  which  came  the  answer:  "YouVe  done 
well;  keep  on."     The  road  was  seeured. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  Mr. 
Thresher  has  had  an  active  life.  During  all  this 
time  at  Benton  Harbor  he  carried  on  his  fruit 
farm  until  the  burning  of  his  residence  in  the  win- 
ter of  1890-91,  since  which  time  he  has  made  his 
home  at  the  Hotel  Benton.  The  property  is  now 
held  for  residence  purposes. 

If  evidence  is  still  needed  of  his  industry,  it  may 
be  said  that  during  the  winter  of  1863  and  1864 
be  purchased  wheat,  which  he  had  milled,  and  sold 
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the  flour  the  next  summer.  Meantime  he  was 
building  a  liome.  In  1865,  he  traded  in  evergreen, 
fruit  trees,  etc.,  and  established  the  Johnson- 
Thresher  barrel  and  fruit  package  manufactory. 
This  was  the  first  steam  power  in  town,  aside  from 
Green's  sawmill  and  dredge.  It  was  sold  to  Darch 
(fe  Co.,  who  lost  it  by  fire.  In  1867  he  was  elected 
Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  Chicago  &  Lake 
Michigan  Transportation  Company.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1868  he  was  in  the  fruit  commission  busi- 
ness at  Chicago  with  M.  G.  Lamport  and  Albert 
Thompson.  In  1888  he  became  a  partner  with 
Capt.  A.  Robbins,  and  stocked  the  fiourmill  which 
Kirby  &  Sons  had  exhausted  their  ready  means  in 
building.  In  1868,  also,  he  purchased  the  Falla- 
dium  of  S.  J.  Merchant,  who  had  been  given  a  bo- 
nus to  start  the  paper  a  siiort  time  previous.  Un- 
der Mr.  Thresher's  management  it  became  the  lead- 
ing paper  of  the  county.  He  sold  it  in  1872  to 
Alvin  Sturtevant,  formerly  of  the  Ohio  JState  Jour- 
nal, Columbus,  Ohio.  In  1872,  Mr.  Thresher  pur- 
chased of  J.  Stanley  Morton  his  drug  stock,  and 
carried  on  tlie  business  until  1877.  Meantime  he 
was  appointed  Postmaster  by  President  Grant,  and 
served  out  the  term  with  the  highest  credit. 

In  1874  he  was  appointed  Administrator  for 
Michigan  for  the  Hopkins  estate.  In  1867  he 
was  Secretary  of  the  St.  Joseph  Valley  Raihoad 
Compan3^  In  1869  he  made  a  contract  with  Mr. 
Joy  and  raised  the  required  donation  that  gave 
Benton  Harbor  the  Chicago  &  West  Michigan  Rail- 
road, notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  St.  Joseph.  P>om  1870  to  1880  he  labored 
to  get  the  Cincinnati,  Wabash  &  Michigan  Railroad 
and  finally  succeeded.  From  1878  to  1880  he 
traveled  in  Texas,  New  Mexico  and  Arizona,  then 
for  a  year  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  at  No. 
102  Washington  Street,  Chicago,  the  firm  being 
Thresher,  Young  &  Sheldon.  In  1882  he  again 
purchased  the  Palladium,  which  he  published  un- 
til 1886.  In  that  3^ear  he  organized  the  Benton 
Harbor  Flour  Purifier  Company,  and  later  organ- 
ized the  Benton  Harbor  Plow  Company.  In  1887 
he  was  appointed  to  close  up  the  business  of  the 
unfortunate  Benton  Harbor  Church  and  Oflfice 
Furniture  Company.  In  1890  he  assisted  to  or- 
ganize,   and    until    189^    was   Assistant   Geners^l 


Manager  of,  the  Benton  Harbor  Improvement  As- 
sociation. He  united  with  the  Baptist  Church  in 
1867.  Though  an  earnest  and  active  Republican, 
he  never  held  an  elective  otiice  except  that  of 
Township  Clerk  for  a  short  time. 


ON.  EDWARD  R.  SPENCER,  a  retired  agri- 
;  culturist  and  prominent  citizen    of  Dowa- 


giac,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is  a  lifetime  resi- 
dent of  the  State  and  county,  and  was  born 
in  Wayne  Township  on  the  28th  of  March,  1842. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Jacob  Spencer,  emigrated 
from  New  England  to  New  York  in  a  very  early 
day,  and,  locating  in  Madison  County,  soon  be- 
came identified  with  the  interests  of  the  Empire 
State,  which  he  made  his  permanent  home.  Among 
the  children  who  clustered  about  the  fireside  of 
Grandfather  Spencer  was  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, Joseph  Spencer,  a  native  of  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.,  born  on  the  old  homestead  August  27, 
1811.  Reared  and  educated  amid  the  scenes  of 
childhood,  Father  Spencer  there  arrived  to  matu- 
rity and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Laura 
Foster.  The  newly-wedded  couple  settled  at  first 
upon  a  farm  near  their  early  associations,  but 
later  joined  the  tide  of  travel  Westward,  and  in 
1837  removed  to  Michigan  and  were  numbered 
among  the  pioneers  of  Wayne  Township,  Cass 
County. 

Locating  eighty  acres  of  Government  land.  Fa- 
ther Spencer  added  to  the  size  of  his  original  home- 
stead by  the  purchase  of  eighty  additional  acres, 
and  made  his  home  on  a  small  clearing,  literally  in 
the  heart  of  the  Michigan  woods.  Industrious, 
upright  and  energetic,  he  devoted  himself  to  the 
cultivation  of  his  land,  and  after  a  life  of  busy 
usefulness  passed  away  February  27,  1880.  Five 
children  blessed  the  hearts  and  home  of  Joseph 
and  Laura  Spencer,  four  of  whom  lived  to  years 
of  maturity,  and  three  yet  survive.  The  latter 
are  Edward  R.  Spencer;  Mrs.  P'rancis  Hungerford, 
of  Lawrence,  Kan.;  and  Mr§.  Helen  Bell,  wif^  of 
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James  Bell,  a  prominent  fruit-grower  near  Dix- 
on, Cal.  Although  not  an  active  politician  in 
the  common  acceptation  of  the  word,  Joseph  Spen- 
cer always  took  a  deep  interest  in  both  local  and 
national  affairs.  In  early  life  a  Whig,  he  after- 
ward joined  the  Republican  ranks,  and  was  an 
earnest  advocate  of  "the  Party  of  Reform/'  Dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  his  life  he  was  prominently 
connected  with  church  matters,  and  actively  as- 
sisted in  the  location  and  upward  progress  of  the 
first  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  established  in 
Wayne  Township.  As  an  early  citizen  and  pio- 
neer settler  his  efforts  were  generously  given  in 
behalf  of  religious  and  educational  advancement. 
II is  excellent  wife,  who  survived  him  until  1890, 
was  a  devoted  Christian  woman  and  also  a  valued 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Our  subject  in  childhood  received  instruction 
in  the  district  schools  of  his  home  neighborhood, 
but  afterward  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  study  in 
an  educational  institution  at  Niles,  Mich.  While 
attending  school  in  the  latter  place,  the  Civil  War 
broke  out,  and,  promptly  answering  to  the  call  ot 
duty,  Mr.  Spencer  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Nine- 
teenth Michigan  Infantry.  He  entered  the  service 
of  the  Government  as  Corporal,  and  remained  in 
active  duty  from  1862  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
when  he  was  mustered  out,  June  10,  1865,  and 
participated  in  the  grand  parade  and  triumphal 
review  in  Washington.  Our  subject  while  sharing 
the  dangers  and  privations  to  which  his  regiment 
was  constantly  exposed  was  captured,  March  5, 
1863,  near  Thompson's  Station,  Tenn.,and  imme- 
diately taken  to  Libby  Prison,  where  he  was  held 
for  one  month,  and  then  sent  to  Annapolis.  The 
health  of  Mr.  Spencer  was  seriously  impaired  and 
it  was  not  until  a  year  later  that  he  rejoined  his 
regiment,  which  accompanied  Sherman  on  the 
famous  march  to  the  sea.  July  20, 1864,  Mr.  Spen- 
cer took  part  in  the  decisive  engagement  of  Peach 
Tree  Creek,  and  witii  his  regiment  was  among  the 
fii'st  to  victoriously  enter  Atlanta.  The  war  ended, 
our  subject  returned  to  the  old  homestead,  where 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  but  in  a  brief 
time  resumed  study,  attending  school  for  one  term 
in  Decatur,  Mich. 

In   1866  Mr.  Spencer   was  united  in  marriage 


with  Miss  Frances  E.  Rich,  daughter  of  Eli  Rich, 
a  prosperous  resident  of  Decatur,  and  a  well-known 
contractor  and  builder.  Mrs.  Spencer  passed  away 
in  1888.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  children, 
two  of  whom  yet  survive,  Beulah  and  Bern  ice. 
Fred  E.,  the  only  son,  died  at  Ann  Arbor,  March 
22,  1891.  He  was  a  young  man  of  great  promise, 
and  was  pursuing  a  course  of  study  in  the  dental 
department  of  the  Michigan  University.  October  8, 
1891,  Mr.  Spencer  a  second  time  entered  the  bonds 
of  matrimony  and  was  wedded  to  Lura  M.  Def- 
endorf,  daughter  of  Harmon  Defendorf,  a  success- 
ful business  man,  and  for  years  a  leading  lumber- 
dealer  and  manufacturer  of  sash,  doors  and  blinds, 
of  Dowagiac,  Mich,  Prominently  connected  with 
the  Republican  party,  Mr.  Spencer  has  occupied 
with  honor  and  fidelity  many  important  positions 
of  public  trust.  As  School  Director  and  School 
Inspector  he  materiall}^  aided  in  educational  in- 
terests, and  gave  to  the  duties  of  Supervisor  of 
Wayne  Township  faithful  and  efficient  care.  In 
1888  our  subject  was  elected  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature, and  in  1890  was  re-elected.  During  his 
two  terms  of  official  service,  Mr.  Spencer,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  important  committees,  gave  universal  satis- 
faction to  his  constituents.  He  was  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Means,  and  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Enrollment,  and  was  one 
of  various  other  deliberative  committees,  by  whom 
his  suggestions  and  amendments  were  esteemed  and 
honored. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Spencer  is  connected  with  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  Ancient  Or- 
der of  United  Workmen,  and  has  held  the  chief 
office  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He 
is  a  member  and  Trustee  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  is  ever  ready  to  assist  in  the  good 
works  of  that  denomination.  Financially  pros- 
pered, our  subject  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  sevent3^-five  acres  of  land,  embracing  the  old 
homestead,  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  improve- 
ment, and  one  of  the  valuable  farms  of  Wayne 
Township.  With  the  exception  of  two  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  Mr.  Spencer  engaged  in  the  paint 
and  oil  business  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  he  has  con- 
stantly resided  in  Michigan.  Since  1889  his  home 
has  been  in  Dowagiac,  where  he  now  purposes  to 
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embark  extensively  in  the  cold  storage  business. 
Bringing  to  this  new  enterprise  the  characteristic  en- 
ergy and  business  ability  which  have  distinguished 
his  course  in  life,  Mr.  Spencer  cannot  fail  to  win 
success  in  his  present  undertaking,  and  will  carry 
with  him  into  his  business  the  best  wishes  of  a  host 
of  old-time  friends  and  acquaintances. 


ON.  CALVIN  BRITTAIN  POTTER,  attor- 
^  ney-at-law  and  an  influential  citizen  of  St. 
Joseph,  was  born  in  Brown ville,  Jefferson 
County,  N.  Y.,  July  15,  1837.  He  is  the 
grandson  of  Maj.-Gen.  Calvin  Brittain,  of  Jeffer- 
son County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  nephew  of  Maj.  Cal- 
vin Brittain,  who  was  delegate  to  Congress  from 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  member  of  the  conven- 
tion that  framed  the  constitution  of  Michigan, 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  State 
Senator,  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  original  pro- 
prietor, with  others,  of  the  town  of  St.  Joseph. 

When  about  one  year  old  our  subject  was 
brought  by  his  parents,  Frederick  A.  and  Isabella 
(Brittain)  Potter,  to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  and  in 
1839  was  taken  from  this  city  to  the  county  of 
Jefferson,  Wis.  There  he  received  a  common- 
school  education  and  grew  to  a  sturdy,  self-reliant 
manhood.  His  literary  studies  finished,  he  entered 
the  law  school  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  1859,  and  in 
May  of  the  following  year  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Among  his  class- 
mates was  the  Hon.  William  F.  Vilas,  United 
States  Senator  from  Wisconsin.  After  leaving  the 
law  school,  Mr.  Potter  studied  in  the  office  of 
Judges  Wright  and  Robinson,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  until 
1861. 

In  June  of  the  above-named  year,  shortly  after 
the  first  shot  had  been  fired  on  Ft.  Sumter,  Mr. 
Potter  enlisted  in  the  services  of  his  country,  be- 
coming a  member  of  Company  B,  Eighteenth  New 
York  Infantry.  With  his  regiment  he  marched  to 
the  front  and  participated  in  many  of  the  deci- 
sive engagements  of  the  war.  At  the  first  battle 
of  Bull  Run   he  was  captured   by  the  enemy  and 


held  a  prisoner  in  Richmond  until  January,  1862, 
when  he  was  freed  in  the  first  exchange  of  prison- 
ers. He  participated  in  McClellan's  campaign  on 
the  Peninsula,  and  narrowly  escaped  capture  at 
Gaines'  Mills.  In  all  the  campaigns  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  he  bore  his  part  as  a  patriotic, 
valiant  soldier,  doing  all  in  his  power  to  preserve 
the  Old  Flag.  In  June,  1863,  he  was  honorably 
discharged,  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment. 

Purchasing  a  scholarship  in  Eastman's  Commer- 
cial College  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Potter 
entered  that  institution  a  short  time  after  his  re- 
turn from  the  war  and  conducted  his  studies  with 
diligence  and  success  until  September,  1863.  How- 
ever, he  could  not  be  content  while  the  safety  of 
the  Union  was  endangered,  and  his  patriotic  spirit 
urged  him  to  re-enlist  for  service  in  the  army. 
This  time  he  became  a  member  of  the  Fifty-second 
New  York  Infantry,  and  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Grant  participated  in  the  campaign  from  the 
Rapidan  to  Petersburg.  In  July,  1864,  while  in 
front  of  Petersburg,  he  was  commissioned  Second 
Lieutenant  in  the  Forty-fifth  United  States  In- 
fantry; and  in  January,  1865,  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant.  In  the  assault  on 
Ft.  Harrison  he  was  wounded  by  a  shell,  but  for- 
tunately the  injuries,  while  painful,  did  not  prove 
serious.  At  the  expiration  of  his  period  of  enlist- 
ment, he  was  honorably  discharged,  in  November 
of  1865.  In  January  of  the  following  year  he 
was  again  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant,  but 
did  not  accept. 

Returning  to  Eastman  College,  Mr.  Potter  re- 
mained there  until  June,  1866,  when  he  returned 
to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  and  commenced  to  practice 
law,  the  firm  name  being  Winslow  &  Potter. 
Later  he  was  in  partnership  with  a  brother  for 
about  fifteen  years,  the  title  of  the  firm  being  Pot- 
ter &  Potter.  In  1872  he  removed  to  Kalamazoo, 
this  State,  and  for  one  year  conducted  a  general 
legal  practice  in  that  city,  being  in  partnership 
with  Hon.  Henry  F.  Severens,  present  Judge  of 
the  United  States  District  Court  for  the  Western 
District  of  Michigan.  In  1878  he  returned  to  St. 
Joseph,  where  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention 
to  practice  in  the  courts  of  the  city  and  county. 
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At  various  times  Mr.  Potter  has  been  chosen  to 
occupy  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility  within 
the  gift  of  his  feilovr-citizens.  In  1874  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  cast  the  deciding  vote  which  defeated  Mr. 
Chandler  and  elected  Mr.  Christiancy  to  the  United 
States  Senate.  He  served  for  one  term  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Committee. 
He  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Prosecuting 
Attorney,  Judge  of  Probate  Court,  and  Judge  of 
Circuit  Court,  but,  Berrien  County  being  strongly 
Republican,  he  suffered  defeat  with  the  remainder 
of  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  has  served  St.  Joseph 
as  City  Attorney,  and  his  services  in  that  office 
were  important,  especiall}'  from  April,  1891,  to 
April,  1892,  when  he  was  largely  instrumental  in 
securing  the  system  of  water  works  and  the  elec- 
tric street  railway  for  the  city  of  St.  Joseph. 

On  the  corner  of  Church  and  Pleasant  Streets, 
St.  Joseph,  Mr.  Potter  has  an  attractive  and  ele- 
gant residence.  He  was  married  in  February, 
1868,  to  Miss  Julia  A.  Dougherty,  of  Berrien 
Springs.  They  have  four  sons,  and  with  the  eld- 
est the  firm  of  Potter  &  Potter  is  continued. 
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ylLLIAM  H.  COULTER,  the  popular  and 
efficient  Sheriff  of  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is  a 
native  of  the  State,  and  was  born  in  How- 
ard Township  October  10,  1842.  Reared  upon 
the  old  Michigan  homestead,  he  was  early  trained 
in  the  everyday  duties  of  the  farm  and,  arrived  at 
manhood  thoroughly  versed  in  the  tilling  of  the 
soil,  continued  in  that  vocation  and  has  long  been 
known  as  one  of  the  most  successful  and  well- 
posted  agriculturists  in  Cass  County.  Our  subject 
was  the  third  of  four  children  who  blessed  the 
pioneer  home  of  James  and  Ann  (Wilson)  Coulter. 
Margaret,  the  eldest  daughter,  is  now  Mrs.  Eph- 
raim  White,  of  Howard  Township.  She  resides 
upon  the  old  homestead,  where  she  has  passed 
nearly  her  entire  life.  John  F.  has  made  his  home 
in  the   farther  West,  and   lives  in  Russell,  Kan» 


Sarah  A.  is  Mrs.  James  Douglas,  of  Xenia,  Ind. 
Our  subject  completes  the  list.  These  sisters  and 
brothers,  reared  and  carefully  educated  in  the 
home  of  their  childhood,  have  self-reliantly  at- 
tained to  mature  age  and  worthily  occupy  posi- 
tions of  usefulness  and  influence. 

The  father,  James  Coulter,  was  a  native  of  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  and  there  passed  the  days  of  boy- 
hood. Energetic  and  enterprising,  he  removed 
with  his  wife  to  the  newcr.country  of  Michigan, 
and  in  1835  settled  on  the  farm  where,  after 
years  of  peaceful  toil,  he  died  respected  and  es- 
teemed by  all  who  knew  him.  The  mother  was 
born  in  Clinton,  Ohio,  but  her  father,  Amos  Wil- 
son, and  her  paternal  grandfather,  John  Wilson, 
were  natives  of  New  Jersey.  She  passed  peace- 
fully away  May  18,  1893,  after  a  residence  m  this 
county  of  fifty-seven  years. 

The  life  of  our  subject  has  been  closely  identi- 
fied with  the  history  of  Cass  County,  its  rapid 
growth  and  its  numerous  progressive  interests.  A 
man  of  liberal  spirit  and  broad  ideas,  he  has  aided 
in  educational  advancement  and  been  foremost  in 
the  promotion  of  public  improvements.  Finan- 
cially prospered,  he  owns  about  three  hundred  and 
eight  acres  of  fine  farming  land,  mostly  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved  with 
excellent  barns  and  a  substantial  and  commodious 
dwelling. 

January  4,  1865,  William  H.  Coulter  and  Miss 
Abigail  Vary  were  united  in  marriage  in  Howard 
Township.  Mrs.  Coulter  was  the  youngest  of  the 
three  daughters  of  Benjamin  O.  Vary,  who  with  his 
estimable  wife  was  born  and  reared  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  The  two  sisters  of  Mrs.  William  Coul- 
ter are  Sarah  U.,  now  Mrs.  John  F,  Coulter,  and 
Miss  Melissa  Vary.  The  Vary  family  were,  like 
the  Coulters,  among  the  early  settlers  of  the 
county,  and,  well  known,  commanded  the  high  re- 
gard of  a  host  of  friends.  Our  subject  has  always 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  national  affairs  and  is  ac- 
tively interested  in  local  issues.  Elected  in  the  fall 
of  1892  to  the  responsible  office  of  Sheriff  of  Cass 
County,  he  has  been  equal  to  all  the  demands  of 
the  position,  discharging  his  daily  round  of  duty 
with  able  fidelity.  January  1,  1893,  he  made  his 
permanent  residence  at  the  county  ses^t  and  has 
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since  given  liis  entire  time  to  his  official  work. 
Surrounded  by  life-time  friends  and  associations, 
he  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  community  and  is 
numbered  among  the  substantial  citizens  and  rep- 
resentative men  of  Cass  County. 


AVID  C.  TIIICKSTUN,  a  representative 
business  man  and  well-known  citizen  of 
Cassopolis,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  has  for  a 
number  of  years  extensively  engaged  in 
the  lumber  interests  of  his  part  of  the  State.  He 
is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  was  born  on  the 
26th  of  May,  1850,  in  Crawford  County.  His  par- 
ents, David  and  Nancy  (Erwin)  Thicks  tun,  made 
their  home  in  the  old  Quaker  State,  and  there 
reared  their  family,  of  whom  David  C.  was  the 
youngest.  His  maternal  grandfather,  Robert  Er- 
win, was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Crawford 
County,  and,  a  man  of  sterling  character  and  reso- 
lute will,  successfully  met  and  overcame  the  diffi- 
culties and  privations  incident  to  pioneer  life. 
Reared  and  educated  in  the  paternal  home  and 
trained  to  habits  of  energetic  industry,  our  subject 
attained  to  manhood  in  Cassewago,  Pa.  Realizing 
the  larger  opportunities  offered  young  men  in  the 
newer  localities  of  the  West,  he  came  to  Michigan, 
settled  in  Lapeer  and  obtained  employment  with 
J.  L.  Berringer  &  Co.,  prominent  lumber  dealers 
of  that  locality.  Mr.  Thickstun  spent  two  years 
m  Lapeer,  engaged  with  the  same  company,  who, 
appreciating  his  services,  then  sent  him  to  repre- 
sent their  firm  in  a  new  field. 

April  1, 1878,  Mr.  Berringer,  having  bought  out 
the  desirable  lumber  plant  of  McConnell  &  Son, 
situated  in  Cassopolis,  made  our  subject  manager 
of  this  branch  of  the  business,  and  for  nearly  two 
years  he  satisfactorily  continued  to  conduct  the 
affairs  as  manager,  but  in  January,  1881,  buying  a 
half-interest,  he  became  a  partner  in  the  profits  of 
the  house.  In  the  fall  of  1882  Mr.  Thickstun  was 
enabled   by  prudent  management  to  buy  the  re- 


maining interest  of  the  Berringer  Company,  and 
since  that  time  has  developed  the  business  into 
one  of  the  largest  in  this  part  of  the  county.  In 
addition  to  the  large  line  of  lumber,  sash,  doors 
and  shingles  carried,  he  also  deals  in  coal,  and  is 
in  fact  the  only  one  handling  the  "black  diamonds' ' 
in  Cassopolis. 

Our  subject  was  married  about  one  year  after 
his  location  in  Cass  County,  December  1,  1879,  to 
Miss  Hattie  M.  Rogers,  of  Detroit,  Mich.  The 
Rogers  family  were  old  and  highly  esteemed  resi- 
dents of  Decatur,  Mich.,  for  many  years  and  have 
in  that  locality  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thickstun  has  been  blessed  by  the  presence  of  two 
bright  and  intelligent  daughters,  Elnora  and  Irma. 

In  fraternal  association  our  subject  occupies  a 
high  place  in  the  order  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Ac- 
cepted Masons.  He  is  a  valued  member  of  Backus 
Lodge  No.  55,  and  was  Treasurer  of  the  same 
for  about  ten  years.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Kingsbury  Chapter,  of  which  he  has  officiated  as 
High  Priest  for  the  past  three  terms,  and  has  like- 
wise been  Secretary  of  the  chapter.  Mr.  Thick- 
stun is  connected  with  Niles  Commandery  and 
is  one  of  the  twelve  Knights  Templar  who  affiliate 
there.  Politically,  he  is  a  strong  Democrat,  and 
without  being  desirous  of  office  is  ever  interested 
in  both  local  and  national  issues.  He  is  a  liberal 
and  public-spirited  citizen  and  has  ably  aided  in 
forwarding  needed  improvements  and  local  enter- 
prises. 


^^  HARLES  MILLER,  dealer  in  real  estate  at 
(li  r  ^^''  '^^^^P^»  ^^^  formerly  Oil  Inspector  of 
^^/  Berrien  County,  was  born  in  New  Orleans, 
La.,  December  1,  1845.  He  is  the  son  of  Joseph 
and  Catharine  (Minger)  Miller,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Germany,  and  emigrated  thence  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  New  Orleans.  After  re- 
siding in  that  city  for  a  number  of  years,  the  fam- 
ily returned  to  Germany,  when  Charles  was  about 
five  years  of  age.     He  continued  to  live  there  un- 
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til  he  was  eleven  years  of  age,  attending  the 
schools  in  that  country.  About  1856  the  family 
left  Germany  and  removed  to  Indianapolis,  where 
the  husband  and  father  departed  this  life  in  1874, 
the  mother  passing  away  in  1861. 

Our  subject  accompanied  his  parents  in  their  re- 
moval to  Indianapolis,  and  there  grew  to  mature 
years.  In  the  common  schools  of  that  city  he  ac- 
quired a  good  knowledge  of  the  English  language 
and  an  excellent  practical  education.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen,  he  accompanied  a  gentleman  named  An- 
drews to  Germany,  and  visited  Ludwig,  London, 
Paris,  Havre  and  Monheim,  remaining  about  one 
year.  Returning  to  America,  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  miller  at  Indianapolis.  At  the  time  of  the 
survey  for  the  line  of  the  Chicago  &  West  Michi- 
gan Railway,  he  was  a  member  of  the  corps  of  sur- 
veyors that  laid  out  the  route.  In  the  spring  of 
1867,  he  returned  to  work  in  the  St.  Joseph  Flour- 
ing Mills,  and  in  1870  he  was  appointed  head 
miller,  in  which  capacity  he  remained  for  ten 
years,  giving  excellent  satisfaction  to  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  concern.  He  started  in  business  for 
himself  in  1880,  when  he  embarked  in  the  grocery, 
crockery  and  silverware  trade  in  St.  Joseph,  and 
conducted  the  establishment  with  the  greatest 
efficiency  until  1889,  when  he  sold  the  stock.  In 
1891  he  was  appointed  Oil  Inspector  of  Berrien 
County  for  a  term  of  two  years.  He  has  been 
identified  with  the  public  affairs  of  St.  Joseph 
ever  since  he  became  a  citizen  of  the  place.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  Democrat  and  advocates  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  party  first,  last  and  all  the  time.  His 
fellow-citizens,  recognizing  his  capabilities,  have 
called  him  to  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  and  his 
services  have  been  eminently  satisfactory.  In 
1886  he  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  city  of  St. 
Joseph  for  a  term  of  one  year,  and  was  afterward 
re-elected,  serving  until  1888.  Later  he  was 
elected  Supervisor  of  the  township,  and  still  occu- 
pies that  position. 

Mr.  Miller  has  a  pleasant  residence  on  Langley 
Avenue,  where,  in  the  society  of  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, he  finds  a  delightful  recreation  from  the 
cares  of  business.  His  wife,  whom  he  married  May 
20,  1874,  was  formerly  Miss  Mary  Berg,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Simon  and  Anna  Maria  (Johns)  Berg, 


residents  of  St.  Joseph.  Mr.  Berg  was  born  in  Ba- 
varia, Germany,  whence  he  emigrated  to  America, 
and  at  first  located  in  Chicago,  remaining  in  that 
city  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1850  he  came  to 
St.  Joseph,  and  here  resided  until  he  passed  away, 
December  28,  1883.  Mrs.  Miller  was  born  in  Lake 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  November  11, 
1851.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  are  the  parents  of 
seven  children:  Simon  C.  and  Joseph  J.,  who  aie 
manly  youths  of  seventeen  and  fifteen  years,  re- 
spectively; Katie  M.,  who  is  eleven  years  of  age; 
George  N.,  Ellen  M.,  Charles  W.  and  Mary  M.,  the 
latter  a  bright  and  interesting  child  of  two  years. 
The  family-  worships  at  the  Catholic  Church,  of 
which  Mrs.  Miller  is  a  devoted  member.  Mr. 
Miller  holds  fraternal  relations  with  Occidental 
Lodge  No.  56,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  St.  Joseph. 


-^^ 


ALVIN  M.  EDICK,  President  of  the  Excel- 

esior  Gas  Company  at  Benton  Harbor,  and 
one*  of  the  prosperous  business  men  of  this 
city,  was  born  in  Athens,  Tenn.,  on  the  30th  of 
November,  1849,  being  the  son  of  Samuel  and 
Sarah  (Carter)  Edick,  natives  of  New  York  State. 
His  father,  shortly  after  his  marriage  in  the  Em- 
pire State,  removed  to  Tennessee  to  take  charge  of 
an  iron  furnace  at  Athens,  and  resided  in  that 
place  for  five  years,  when  he  died.  At  the  time 
of  his  demise  he  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  with 
every  promise  of  a  successful  and  prosperous 
business  career,  and  his  untimely  death  was 
mourned  not  only  by  his  immediate  relatives,  but 
also  by  his  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  His  wife 
survived  him  many  years  and  passed  away  in 
Michigan,  in  October,  1878. 

The  eldest  of  a  family  of  four  children,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biography  accompanied  his  half-brother 
to  southern  Illinois  in  his  childhood,  and  resided 
in  McLeansborough  until  he  was  fifteen  years  old, 
meanwhile  enjoying  excellent  educational  advan- 
tages in  the  schools  of  that  place.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  general  store  o? 
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A.  P.  Gardner,  at  Albion,  Mich.,  and  remained  in 
tliat  position  for  a  number  of  years.  Tiie  year 
1871  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Benton  Harbor, 
where  he  occupied  a  clerical  position  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Brunson  &  Johnson.  Later  he  clerked  in 
the  hardware  store  of  Piatt  Bros.,  of  St.  Joseph, 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  was  employed  by 
that  firm  to  take  charge  of  a  branch  store  in  Ben- 
ton Harbor,  conducting  that  establishment  for 
five  years. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Edick  became  interested  in 
the  Alden  Evaporating  and  Canning  Company,  of 
which  he  was  Secretary  and  Treasurer  for  ten 
years,  or  until  the  factory  burned  down.  He  then 
purchased  the  interests  of  the  other  stockholders, 
and,  re-organizing  the  enterprise  under  the  name 
of  the  Alden  Canning  Company,  has  continued  its 
manager  until  the  present  time.  It  is  largely 
through  his  efforts  that  the  concern  has  acquired  a 
prominent  position  among  the  industries  of  Berrien 
County.  In  1881,  he  embarked  in  the  hardware 
business,  associating  himself  with  A.  Vincent,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Edick  (fe  Vincent.  Eighteen 
months  later  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Edick 
&  Piatt,  and  under  that  title  the  business  was 
conducted  about  two  years,  when  our  subject  pur- 
chased Mr.  Piatt's  interest  and  has  since  conducted 
the  enterprise  under  the  title  of  C.  M.  Edick. 

The  hardware  establishment  is  complete  in  all 
its  appointments.  The  store  is  25x125  feet  in  di- 
mensions, and  there  is  also  an  annex,  25x80  feet. 
The  stock  includes  a  complete  assortment  of  shelf 
hardware,  paints,  oils  and  farming  machinery,  and 
the  uniformly  accurate  methods  upon  which  the 
business  is  conducted  have  secured  for  the  pro- 
prietor a  large  and  steadily  growing  trade.  Mr. 
Edick  is  also  a  stockholder  and  Director  in  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Benton  Harbor.  What  he 
has  and  what  he  is  may  be  attributed  to  his  own 
arduous  exertions,  for  when  he  commenced  in 
business  he  had  no  money  capital  or  influential 
friends,  but  by  perseverance  and  good  judgment 
he  has  become  well-to-do. 

While  Mr.  Edick  is  not  a  partisan  nor  radical  in 
his  political  preferences,  he  gives  his  influence  to 
the  Republican  party  and  favors  its  candidates 
with    his    ballot.     In   his  social  connections,  lie  is 


identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a 
member  of  Lak'e  Shore  Lodge  No.  298.  He  was 
married  December  6,  1882,  to  Miss  Mary  F.  Baley, 
who  at  that  time  was  residing  in  Benton  Harbor, 
but  is  a  native  of  New  York.  In  social  circles  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edick  occupy  a  prominent  position,  being 
numbered  among  the  influential  and  popular  resi- 
dents of  Benton  Harbor. 


^^• 


[j_^  ENRY  W.  HARWOOD,  a  leading  citizen 
Ij  and  representative  agriculturist,  whose  fine 
homestead,  one  of  the  oldest  farms  in 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  is  attractively  located 
upon  the  banks  of  Pleasant  Lake,  Ontwa  Town- 
ship, is  a  native  of  his  home  county  and  was 
born  within  three  miles  of  P^dwardsburgh  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1847.  His  parents  were  Thomas  and 
Sarah  (Hopkins)  Harwood.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, John  Harwood,  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Har- 
wood, who  with  two  brothers,  John  and  Jasper, 
emigrated  to  America  in  Colonial  daj^s.  Thomas 
and  John  settled  in  Delaware,  and  Jasper  located 
in  Maryland.  Thomas  was  a  presperous  tiller  of 
the  soil  and  improved  a  valuable  farm  upon  his 
homestead  in  Delaware,  rearing  one  child,  a  son, 
John.  This  son  was  educated  and  married  in  his 
native  State,  passing  his  entire  life  within  its 
borders.  He  was  opposed  to  slavery  and  never 
held  any  of  the  blacks  in  bondage  except  as  he 
paid  fines  and  redeemed  them  when  imprisoned. 
Grandfather  Harwood  accumulated  a  handsome 
estate,  and  was  a  man  of  note  in  his  section  of 
the  country.  His  wife  was  a  Miss  Talbert,  a 
Christian  lady  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Three  children  blessed  the  old 
home:  John,  Thomas  and  Jasper.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject  died  at  fifty-five  years  of 
age,  his  wife  having  long  before  preceded  him 
to  the  better  world.  The  family  property  was  in- 
herited by  the  eldest,  and  the  other  two  left  home 
to  make  their  way  in  the  world.  John  and  Jasper 
died  in  Delaware. 
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Thomas  Harwood  was  born  in  Delaware  in  1808, 
and  in  1845  removed  to  the  West  and  located  in 
Cass  County,  Mich.  He  made  the  journey  from 
his  old  home  by  wagon,  and  was  six  weeks  on  the 
way.  He  wintered  two  years  in  Milton  Township, 
and  then  entered  forty  acres  in  Jefferson  Town- 
ship, which  he  partially  improved  and  then  sold. 
He  soon  afterward  purchased  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  three  miles  north  of  Edwardsburgh, 
which  he  cleared  and  finely  cultivated.  He  passed 
away  upon  this  homestead  in  the  spring  of  1879. 
He  was  a  Class-leader  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  also  one  of  its  efficient  Trus- 
tees. A  stanch  Democrat,  he  gave  able  service 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and,  a  public-spirited  cit- 
izen, was  liberal  in  his  support  of  the  Union  dur- 
ing the  late  war.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  a 
native  of  Maryland,  was  the  daughter  of  John  Hop- 
kins, a  blacksmith  by  trade,  who  participated  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  assisted  through  his  skill 
in  handling  the  tools  of  his  trade.  He  was  a  de- 
vout man  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  died  in  Maryland  after  rearing 
a  large  family.  The  four  sons  were  Nathaniel, 
William,  John  and  James.  The  daughters  were 
Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Ann  and  Levica.  Great- 
grandfather Frederick  Hopkins  was  a  teacher  all 
his  life,  and  on  account  of  being  crippled  was  un- 
able to  perform  hard  labor.  The  Hopkins  are  of 
English  ancestry. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Hopkins)  Harwood  died  in  October, 
1891,  in  her  eighty-fourth  year.  She  was  the  mo- 
ther of  six  stalwart  sons,  and  was  twice  married. 
Her  first  husband  was  eTonathan  Primrose,  to  whom 
she  bore  one  son,  William  J.  The  five  sons  of 
Thomas  Harwood  were  John,  who  died  on  the 
homestead;  James,  of  Mississippi,  where  he  owns 
a  large  plantation;  Jacob  W.,  of  Medical  Lake, 
Wash.,  who  was  the  first  to  discover  the  medicinal 
qualities  of  the  water  and  manufacture  a  powder 
from  boiling  water  called  Medical  Lake  Salts; 
Henry  W.  and  Thomas  J., of  Nebraska;  and  Jacob, 
who  served  in  Company  H,  Thirtieth  Michigan 
Regiment.  Henry  W.  received  a  good  common- 
school  education  in  his  home  neighborhood. 

In  the  fall  of  1864,  our  subject,  then  only  sev- 
enteen   years  of    age,    enlisted    in  the   Thirtieth 


Michigan  Regiment,  and  served  at  Detroit.  He 
was  mustered  out  in  July,  1865,  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  Arrived  at  his  majority,  he  was  employed 
by  the  Louisville  Transfer  Company,  and  remained 
in  their  service  four  and  a-half  years,  for  two  years 
of  the  time  being  Assistant  Superintendent.  Mak- 
ing his  home  again  in  Michigan,  he  purchased  the 
eighty  acres  of  his  present  farm,  to  which  he 
afterward  added  until  he  has  in  his  homestead 
one  hundred  and  fifty-one  acres.  Mr.  Harwood 
is  a  man  of  liberal  spirit  and  is  independent  in 
local  politics,  giving  his  vote  to  the  best  man,  but 
he  supports  the  National  Republican  ticket.  He 
has  refused  political  office,  preferring  to  do  his 
duty  as  a  simple  citizen. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  in  1887, 
with  Miss  Maggie  Breece,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Sarah  (Wilson)  Breece.  The  estimable  wife  passed 
away  in  1889,  aged  thirty -seven.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  a  sin- 
cere Christian  woman.  Her  death  was  mourned 
by  all  who  knew  her.  Mr.  Harwood  is  a  Trustee 
of  the  church,  and  is  active  in  all  good  work. 
A  long-time  resident  of  his  present  locality,  he 
has  been  intimately  associated  with  the  growth 
and  rapid  progress  of  Cass  County,  and,  a  man  of 
sterling  integrity,  commands  the  confidence  of 
the  entire  community  of  Ontwa  Township. 


i^i^^^^i'^ 


SPENCER  B.  VAN  HORN.  In  enumerating 
the  prominent  business  establishments  of 
Benton  Harbor,  mention  is  invariablj^ 
made  of  the  store  owned  and  conducted  by 
Mr.  Van  Horn.  The  building  is  conveniently  and 
centrally  located  for  purposes  of  trade,  and  is 
admirably  adapted  for  the  display  of  a  fine  stock 
of  dry  goods,  notions  and  carpets,  having  a  front- 
age of  twenty-five  and  a  depth  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  feet.  The  stock  is  large  and  very 
completely  assorted,  and  as  the  proprietor  main- 
tains the  most  favorable  relations  with  producers, 
he  is  able  to  keep  his  stock  up  to  the  very  highest 
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standard  of  quality  and  to  give  the  people  every 
advantage  in  prices.  As  a  consequence  of  these 
facilities,  combined  with  fair  dealings,  he  has  es- 
tablished an  extensive  business  and  holds  a  prom- 
inent position  among  the  leading  merchants  of 
Southwestern  Michigan. 

A  native  of  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  our  subject 
was  born  March  15,  1847,  and  is  the  youngest  of 
four  children  of  Jacob  and  Euphemia  (Kinsey) 
Van  Horn,  natives  of  New  Jersey.  The  father, 
who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  removed  with 
his  family  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  in  1837  and 
located  on  a  farm  four  and  one-half  miles  eatst  of 
Benton  Harbor,  where  he  conducted  general  agri- 
cultural and  stock-raising  pursuits.  In  1865  he 
came  to  Benton  Harbor,  where  for  a  number  of 
years  he  conducted  a  boot  and  shoe  business.  He 
died  in  this  city  in  1868.  His  widow  survived 
him  for  a  number  of  years,  dying  in  Benton  Har- 
bor in  1886. 

Until  eighteen  years  of  age  the  subject  of  tliis 
sketcli  resided  on  the  home  farm,  meantime  at- 
tending the  district  schools  and  also  carrying  on 
his  studies  in  the  St.  Joseph  High  School  for  two 
years.  His  mercantile  experience  commenced  with 
a  clerkship  in  the  store  of  Alvin  Burridge,  of  Ben- 
ton Harbor,  after  which  he  was  employed  by 
Geoi'ge  Rice,  and  later  by  the  firm  of  Pitcher  & 
Jones,  remaining  in  the  latter  position  two  years. 
He  was  then  employed  by  H.  M.  Zekind,  of  St. 
Joseph.  He  was  economical  and  industrious, and, 
carefully  saving  his  earnings,  he  was  enabled  to 
start  in  business  for  himself.  In  1878  he  em- 
barked in  the  dry -goods  business  at  Benton  Har- 
bor, and  a  few  years  afterward  added  a  large  as- 
sortment of  carpets  to  his  stock. 

November  1,  1876,  Mr.  Van  Horn  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Julia  Ogden,  of  Benton  Har- 
bor, her  parents,  Stansbery  and  Rulh  A.  Ogden, 
having  been  long-time  residents  of  this  city. 
One  child  has  blessed  the  union,  Lucy  O.,  who  is  a 
student  in  the  city  schools.  The  family  residence 
is  a  comfortable  abode  and  is  pleasantly  located  on 
the  corner  of  Ogden  and  Empire  Avenues.  In 
politics  Mr.  Van  Horn  is  a  prominent  Republican 
and  has  served  as  Alderman  from  the  Second 
Ward  for  several  years.     Socially,  he  is  a  member  of 


Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  298,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Calvin 
Brittain  Chapter  No.  72,  R.  A.  M.;  and  he  joined 
Niles  Commandery  No.  12,  K.  T.,  but  has  since 
changed  his  membership  to  Malta  Commandery, 
recently  instituted  at  Benton  Harbor. 


•^^ 


^^ 


e 


HRISTOPHER  S.  BOYLE,  a  retired  mer- 
chant residing  in  Benton  Harbor,  was  born 
^Jy  in  the  city  of  New  York  on  Christmas 
Day,  1829.  He  is  the  son  of  John  Boyle,  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland,  and  a  pioneer  of  Webster  Town- 
ship, Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  who  settled  on  a 
farm  near  Ann  Arbor  in  May  1836,  and  there  re- 
sided until  his  death,  in  October,  1870.  Tiie 
mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  name  of  Bridget 
Quirk,  and  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Munster, 
County  Tipperary,  Ireland.  Her  father,  Daniel 
Quirk,  served  for  twenty-one  years  in  the  British 
army,  and  died  in  the  Emerald  Isle.  Mr.  Boyle 
was  also  born  in  the  Province  of  Munster,  County 
Tipperarjs  Ireland. 

At  the  age  of  six  years  our  subject  removed 
with  his  parents  from  New  York  to  Michigan, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm  in 
Washtenaw  County.  In  the  spring  of  1852,  he 
joined  the  Argonauts  who  were  journeying  West- 
ward to  seek  their  fortune  in  the  new  El  Dorado. 
Driving  five  yoke  of  cattle,  he  made  the  long  jour- 
ney from  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  to  Placerville,  Cal.,  in 
one  hundred  and  twelve  days.  Upon  arrival  at 
his  destination,  he  engaged  in  gold-mining  and 
also  for  a  time  worked  in  a  sawmill.  In  February, 
1855,  he  returned  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  to 
New  York  City,  and  thence  came  direct  to  Wash- 
tenaw County,  Mich. 

After  working  on  a  farm  in  Washtenaw  County 
for  one  year,  he  went,  in  the  spring  of  1856,  to 
Osawatomie,  Kan.,  but  returned  in  a  few  weeks. 
On  his  return  he  removed  to  Watervliet,  Ber- 
rien County,  Mich.,  and  there  secured  employ- 
ment in  a  sawmill,  remaining  in  that  position 
for  two   years.     Later    he    worked  on   a  farm  in 
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Bain  bridge  Township,  engaged  as  a  tiller  of  the 
soil  for  tliree  years.  In  the  spring  of  1861  he  re- 
moved to  St.  Joseph,  and  for  one  year  was  pro- 
prietor of  a  meat-market  there.  In  the  spring  of 
1862  he  opened  a  meat-market  in  Benton  Harbor, 
which  he  conducted  for  five  years.  Then,  dispos- 
ing of  that  business,  he  opened  a  grocery  store, 
and  soon  gained  a  large  and  profitable  trade  with 
the  people  of  Benton  Harbor.  In  January,  1890, 
he  closed  out  the  business  and  retired  from  active 
labor.  He  is  the  owner  of  valuable  real  estate  in 
the  city,  including  his  residence  on  the  corner  of 
Territorial  and  Fourth  Streets. 

Politically,  Mr.  Boyle  is  a  Democrat.  For  two 
terms  he  served  as  Trustee  of  the  village,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1892  he  was  appointed  Sewer  Com- 
missioner, which  position  he  still  holds.  He  is  a  man 
who  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  local  affairs 
as  well  as  in  matters  of  general  importance,  and 
has  decided  opinions  upon  all  subjects  of  the  day. 
Socially,  he  is  identified  with  Lake  Shore  Lodge 
No.  298,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Calvin  Brittain  Chapter 
No.  72;  and  the  Council  at  St.  Joseph.  His  mar- 
riage took  place  on  the  31st  of  March,  1857,  and 
united  him  with  Miss  Carolina  Scherer,  a  native  of 
Germany,  and  a  daughter  of  David  Scherer.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Boyle  are  the  parents  of  two  sons  and 
one  daughter:  William  C,  David  C.  S.  and  Car- 
rie H. 


EWIS  STORMS.  It  is  with  pleasure  that 
we  trace  the  history  of  those  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  Berrien  County  who  have  per- 
severed through  trials  and  hardships  and  have  at 
last  reached  the  point  where  they  can  enjoy  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  which  rightl}^  belong  to 
them.  In  the  life  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch,  we  find  such  a  history,  and  the 
popularity  that  belongs  to  such  a  n^an  is  the  just 
meed  which  his  neighbors  are  glad  to  pay  to  his 
worth  and  work. 

This  representative  pioneer  of  Berrien  County, 


who  resides  on  section  32,  Niles  Township,  is  a 
product  of  the  Empire  State,  born  in  Cayuga 
County,  February  23,  1818.  His  parents,  Samuel 
and  Clarissa  (Hill)  Storms,  were  natives  also  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  there  they  were  mar- 
ried. Following  this  they  located  in  Centreport, 
where  the  father  followed  his  trade  of  carriage- 
maker,  continuing  this  until  about  a  year  previ- 
ous to  his  death,  when  he  bought  a  farm  near 
Arcade,  N.  Y.  There  he  died  when  about  sixty 
years  of  age. '  His  wife  lived  to  be  about  eighty- 
six  years  of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  our  subject  being  fourth  in  order  of 
birth. 

Lewis  Storms  remained  with  his  parents  until 
eight  years  of  age,  and  then  went  to  live  with  an 
old  Presbyterian  deacon  by  the  name  of  Hamilton, 
and  remained  with  him  until  about  twenty  years 
of  age,  working  on  a  farm.  Later  he  worked  by 
the  month  for  one  year  near  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and 
then,  in  1844,  came  direct  to  Michigan  and  located 
in  Berrien  County.  He  engaged  in  chopping 
wood  and  clearing  land,  working  by  the  month, 
and  received  $10  per  month  for  his  services. 
Right  in  this  county,  working  by  tlie  month, 
Mr.  Storms  laid  the  foundation  for  his  subse- 
quent prosperous  career.  The  usual  experience 
of  pioneer  life  marked  his  boyhood,  and  he  early 
decided  that  farming  was  his  vocation.  Although 
he  did  not  have  a  cent  when  he  first  came  to  this 
county,  he  was  possessed  of  a  wonderful  amount 
of  push  and  pluck,  and  at  first  worked  almost 
every  way  to  make  an  honorable  living.  He 
bought  horses,  matched  them,  and  then  sold  them 
at  ^  profit.  Later  he  bought  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  all  wild  land,  settled  on  this  and  began 
making  improvements. 

He  chose  his  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Lydia 
Baker,  daughter  of  Nathan  Baker,  and  took  his 
bride  to  the  log  house  he  had  erected  on  his  farm. 
He  cut  the  logs  and  built  the  house  himself,  and 
he  and  his  young  companion  began  housekeeping 
in  a  very  modest  way,  their  furniture  being  of  the 
simplest  description.  He  partly  cleared  this  farm, 
but  subsequently  moved  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
lives.  This  farm  consists  of  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  acres,  the  most  of  it  under  cultivation,  and 
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is  one  of  the  finest  rural  homes  in  the  township. 
Mr.  Storms  has  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  the 
fruits  of  his  labor  and  of  the  energy  and  good 
judgment  he  has  displayed  in  the  management  of 
his  fine  farm.  He  is  a  self-made  man  in  all 
that  the  words  imply,  and  all  that  he  has  ac- 
cumulated has  been  the  result  of  industry  and 
economy  on  the  part  of  himself  and  his  estimable 
lady. 

As  the  years  passed  by  there  gathered  around 
his  hearthstone  two  bright  children,  Edmund  B. 
and  Martha,  the  latter  now  the  wife  of  Fred 
Young,  of  Niles  Township.  Mr.  Storms*  political 
yiews  bring  him  into  action  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  has  great  faith  in  the  principles  pro- 
claimed by  that  party.  He  held  the  office  of 
County  Treasurer  for  some  time  and  has  held 
other  positions  of  importance,  such  as  Supervisor 
and  Township  Treasurer. 


#^l<^ 


li^^_^ON.  ALONZO  PLUMMER,  Mayor  of  Ben- 
ton  Harbor,  and  one  of  the  successful  at- 
'^^>^^  torneys  of  southwestern  Michigan,  is  a 
native  of  Maine,  having  been  born  in 
Hartland,  Somerset  County,  on  the  18th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1842.  His  parents,  William  and  Fannie 
(Gordon)  Plummer,  were  likewise  natives  of 
Maine,  the  former  being  a  son  of  William  Plum- 
mer, of  Danville,  that  State.  The  boyhood  3^ears 
of  our  subject  were  somewhat  uneventfully  passed 
in  the  place  of  his  birth,  where  he  acquired  the 
rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  common  schools, 
and  subsequently  pursued  his  studies  in  St.  Al- 
ban's  Academy. 

When  about  twenty  years  of  age  Mr.  Plummer 
enlisted  for  service  in  his  country's  defense,  and 
on  the  1st  of  Marcli,  1862,  his  name  was  enrolled 
as  a  private  in  the  Fourth  Maine  Battery,  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  On  the  9th 
of  February,  1864,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Second  Lieutenant  in  Company  A,  Thirtieth 
United  States  Colored  Troops,  and  in  July  of  the 


following  year  was  again  promoted  for  gallantry 
and  bravery  becoming  First  Lieutenant,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  His 
command  belonged  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Among  the  important  engagements  in  which  he 
participated  may  be  mentioned  those  of  Cedar 
Mountain,  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  battles  of  the  Wilderness, 
and  the  siege  of  Petersburg.  He  was  present  at 
the  capture  of  Ft.  Fisher,  N.  C,  January  12,  1865, 
and  the  capture  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  as  well  as 
numerous  minor  engagements,  in  all  of  which  his 
conduct  was  meritorious. 

After  having  been  honorably  discharged  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Plummer  returned  to  his 
old  home  in  Maine.  Soon  afterward  he  entered 
the  Albany  (N.  Y.)  Law  School,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  May,  1866,  and  during  the 
same  year  he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  Bar 
of  the  State  of  New  York.  He  immediately  came 
West  and,  locating  in  Minneapolis,  conducted  an 
extensive  practice  both  in  that  city  and  St.  Paul 
until  April,  1869,  meantime  gaining  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  a  skillful  and  well-informed  legal 
practitioner.  Returning  to  the  East,  he  sojourned 
in  Boston,  Mass.,  until  1870,  when  he  came  to 
Benton  Harbor,  and  has  since  been  identified  with 
the  history  of  this  place,  being  one  of  its  most 
prominent  public  men  and  successful  attorn ej^s. 

On  August  12,  1867,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Plummer  to  Pollen  D.  Hawkes,  of  New  York, 
the  daughter  of  Ahijah  and  Louisa  Hawkes,  na- 
tives of  Maine.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
bless  the  home,  Edith  and  Harry,  in  whose  edu- 
cation Mr.  Plummer  and  his  wife  have  spared 
neither  expense  nor  time.  As  has  been  already 
stated,  Mr.  Plummer  is  one  of  the  most  influential 
of  Benton  Harbor's  citizens,  and  has  been  one  of 
the  most  important  factors  in  the  growth  of  the 
place.  In  the  spring  of  1893  he  was  elected 
Mayor  of  the  city,  and  is  now  holding  that  posi- 
tion, doing  much  to  secure  municipal  reforms  and 
improvements,  and  laboring  effectivel}^  for  the 
advancement  of  the  place  and  the  best  interests 
of  the  citizens.  He  is  an  active  member  of 
George  H.  Thomas  Post  No.  14,  G.  A.  R.,  and  as 
one  of  the  brave  soldiers   to    whom  we  owe   the 
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preservation  of  the  Union  is  entitled  to  tlie  grat- 
itude of  all  who  love  their  country.  In  politics  he 
is  a  stanch  Republican  and  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  leaders  of  the  party  in  this  portion  of  the 
State. 


-^ 


^^EORGE  F.  SILVER,  a  prominent  citizen  and 
(Ij  able   agriculturist  of  Ontwa,  Cass  County, 

^^jj  Mich.,  has  held  with  efficiency  various  offi- 
cial positions  of  trust,  and  is  widely  known  as  a 
man  of  sterling  integrity  and  fine  business  attain- 
ments. Mr.  Silver  was  born  January  9,  1835,  in 
Newport,  Sullivan  County,  N.  H.,  and  was  the  son 
of  Oren  and  Abigail  (Fifield)  Silver.  The  paternal 
great-great-grandfather  of  our  subject  emigrated 
from  Scotland  to  New  England,  and  in  New 
Hampshire,  the  great-grandfather,  John  Silver,  is 
supposed  to  have  been  born.  He  was  by  trade  a  ma- 
son, and,  a  man  of  enterprise,  journeyed  to  Michi- 
gan in  a  very  early  day  and  died  in  his  new  home 
at  over  four-score  years  and  ten.  His  good  wife 
also  passed  away  in  Michigan,  at  about  the  same 
age.  They  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  were  upright  and  conscientious  in  the  daily 
work  of  life.  Fraternally,  Great-grandfather  Sil- 
ver was  connected  with  the  Ancient  Free  &  Ac- 
cepted Masons.  The  venerable  couple  were  the 
parents  of  a  large  family  of  children,  and  reared 
to  maturity  Jacob,  Josiah,  John,  Jeremiah, 
Joan,  Abiel,  Margaret,  and  Benjamin,  who  is  the 
only  survivor  and  now  resides  in  Kensington,  III. 

The  paternal  grandfather,  also  John  Silver,  was 
a  New  Hampshire  farmer,  and  in  about  1850 
located  in  Ontwa  Township,  Cass  County,  Mich., 
and  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years  in 
Sullivan  County,  N.  H.  He  was  a  minute-man 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  a  leading  member  of 
the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons.  Until  1840 
he  was  a  Democrat,  but  then  became  a  Whig,  and 
later  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party. 
Twice  married,  he  first  became  the  husband  of 
Judith  Colby,  the  mother  of  one  child,  Oren.  The 
fii-st  wife  dying   in    New  Hampshire  in  the  year 


1820,  he  again  married  in  New  Hampshire.  While 
in  New  Hampshire  he  kept  an  hotel  and  owned  a 
stage-line.  He  farmed  in  Michigan  and,  energetic 
and  industrious,  was  prospered.  He  was  a  sincere 
Christian  man  and  a  valued  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  An- 
cient Free  <fe  Accepted  Masons  and  had  many  warm 
friends  within  and  without  that  ancient  order. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  Oren  Silver,  was  born 
upon  the  old  homestead  among  the  Granite  Hills 
of  New  Hampshire,  December  8,  1812.  He  had 
arrived  at  mature  years  before  he  made  his  home 
in  the  West.  He  first  came  to  Edwardsburgh  in 
September,  1835,  and  journeyed  from  his  New 
England  home  by  canal  and  lake  to  Detroit  and 
thence  by  stage  to  Cass  County. 

Father  Silver  followed  the  business  of  an  hotel- 
keeper  for  six  years  in  Michigan,  and  then  re- 
turned to  New  Hampshire  with  a  team  and  re- 
mained one  year.  At  the  expiration  of  a  twelve- 
month he  drove  slowly  back  to  Michigan  and 
bought  an  eighty-acre  tract  of  land  two  miles 
southeast  of  Edwardsburgh.  In  about  1846  Oren 
Silver  settled  where  Dr.  Sweetland  now  resides,  the 
property  then  being  owned  by  Abial  Silver,  who 
was  Land  Commissioner.  He  was  Commissioner 
when  the  State  capitol  was  laid  out,  when  the  cap- 
ital was  located  at  Lansing.  In  about  1850  the 
father  of  our  subject  bought  forty  acres  where  he 
resides  and  to  which  he  has  since  added,  now 
owning  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  all  under  ex- 
cellent improvement,  with  a  handsome  and  com- 
modious residence,  substantial  barns  and  out- 
buildings. In  starting  out  in  life,  the  main  capi- 
tal of  Oren  Silver  was  youth,  ambition  and  energy, 
which,  coupled  with  good  judgment,  have  aided 
him  toclimbupthe  ladder  of  life.  He  is  in  religious 
belief  a  Sweden  bo  rgian,  and  is  fraternally  a  Free 
Mason.     His  only  child  is  George  F. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  received 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  has  always  made  his  home  with  his 
parents.  He  has  run  a  thresher  for  thirty-four 
years,  and  has  held  with  ability  several  impor- 
tant offices  of  the  township.  He  is  now  Clerk, 
and  as  Supervisor  aided  in  local  progress  and  im- 
provements.    Although  he  did  not  enlist  in  the 
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late  war,  he  served  for  a  time  as  a  teamster  in 
Tennessee  and  Mississippi,  working  for  the  Govern- 
ment. He  is  a  Democrat  and  is  active  in  politics. 
He  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Ac- 
cepted Masons  and  belongs  to  the  chapter.  Mr. 
Silver  was  united  in  marriage  June  6,  1862,  with 
Miss  Sarah  J.  Haney,  of  Ontwa  Township,  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  and  a  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Jane  (Smith)  Haney.  Mr.  Haney  emigrated  from 
Baden,  Germany,  in  1836,  and,  arriving  in  the 
United  States,  came  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  where 
he  entered  and  improved  eighty  acres  of  land  and 
survived  until  Januar}^  1892.  A  wife  and  five 
children  mourned  his  death.  Mrs.  Haney  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Ja- 
cob Smith,  a  pioneer  of  Cass  County,  who  located 
in  this  part  of  Michigan,  in  Ontwa  Township,  in 
about  1829.  He  died  on  his  homestead,  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  Mr.  Smith  was  of  direct 
German  descent. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  were 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children.  Isabelle, 
the  eldest,  died  at  two  years  of  age.  Belle  is  the 
widow  of  Charles  Flint.  Mary  died  at  two  years 
of  age.  Dora  and  Benjamin  survive.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Silver  have  spent  their  years  among  the  asso- 
ciations of  youth  and  enjoy  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  the  large  acquaintance  of  their  lifetime, 
and  in  the  social  and  benevolent  work  of  their  lo- 
cality, they  lend  ready  aid,  being  both  liberal  in 
sentiment  and  public  spirited  in  action. 


^p^EORGE  W.  JONES.  Without  tlie  confi- 
ill  ^  dence  of  the  public  the  fate  of  a  bank 
^^5)  is  sealed.  In  order  to  inspire  trust  there 
must  be  solid  capital  and  oflScials  of  established 
reputation.  Minor  institutions  spring  up,  employ- 
ing outward  show  of  wealth,  and  thereby  deceiving 
the  simple,  but  solid,  reliable  business  men  are  not 
taken  in  by  outside  sheen  and  bold  pretense.  They 
demand  the  evidences  of  resources  and  liabilities 


and  the  character  of  these.  Knowing  the  founda- 
tion to  be  secure,  then  they  confidently  entrust 
their  money  and  repose  faith  in  the  efficiency  and 
honesty  of  those  having  charge. 

There  is  something  refreshing  and  inspiring  in 
contemplating  an  institution  like  the  Exchange 
Bank  at  Marcellus,  for  it  is  one  of  the  most  conser- 
vatively conducted  financial  institutions  of  Cass 
County.  The  owner  and  proprietor,  George  W. 
Jones,  is  an  honorable  and  careful  man  and  one 
who  is  very  popular  and  respected  in  financial  and 
social  circles.  He  has  a  large  burglar-proof  safe  of 
the  very  latest  improved  pattern,  and  the  vault  is 
fire  proof.  The  bank  is  in  a  very  flattering  con- 
dition, as  is  shown  by  Mr.  Jones'  books  at  the  close 
of  business  June  30,  1893. 

Rksouiices. 
Real  Estate,  .         -         -         .         $63250  00 

Farm  Products,  -         -         -         -         1700  00 

Live  Stock,  .         .         -         .  900  00 

Loans  on  Real  Estate,  -  $25015  06 
Loans  on  Collateral,       -  14471   97 

Other  Loans  and  Discounts,  40722  24  80209  27 
Stocks  and  Bonds,  -         -         -  500  00 

Safe,  Furniture  and  Fixtures,       -  1800  00 

Due  from  other  Banks,  $7769  05 

Checks  and  other  Cash  Items,  1176  20 
Gold  Coin,  -  -  -  1842  50 
Silver  Coin,  -         -         -     579  49 

Legal  Tenders,  Bank  Notes 

and  Coin  Certificates,  5082  00    16449  24 


Total, 


Liabilities. 


Specified  Time  Deposits, 
Call  Certificates  of  Deposit, 
•Deposits  subject  to  Check, 
Bills  Payable, 
Net  Worth, 


$164808  51 


$42366  48 

11971  54 

13770  74 

2000  00 

94699  75 


Total,     $164808  51 

Courteous  and  attentive  officials  and  clerks  afford 
ready  service  upon  such  as  may  have  business  with 
the  bank,  and  every  possible  care  is  taken  that 
everything  shall  be  dispatched  without  delay,  yet 
thoroughly. 
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Mr.  Jones  is  a  product  of  tlie  Buckeye  vStaie, 
born  in  Preble  County  April  3,  1824,  and  conies 
of  Welsh  extraction  on  the  paternal  side,  his  great- 
great-grandfather  having  left  that  country  for 
this  at  a  very  early  period.  George  Jones,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Georgia, 
as  was  also  the  father  of  our  subject,  Henry  Jones, 
whose  birth  occurred  about  1790.  The  grandfather 
married  Miss  Lydia  Hopson,  and  reared  his  family 
in  Ohio,  to  which  State  he  came  in  1807.  He  left 
a  large  family  of  children.  His  son  Henry  was 
about  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  moved  with 
his  parents  to  Ohio,  and  he  was  there  married  to 
Miss  Hannah  Green.  Following  his  marriage  he 
located  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  and  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  there.  Agricultural  pursuits 
were  his  principal  occupation,  and  he  became  one 
of  the  foremost  farmers.  About  1830  he  moved  to 
Michigan,  settled  in  Penn  Township,  Cass  County, 
and  entered  and  bought  large  tracts  of  Govern- 
ment land,  owning  at  the  time  of  his  death  between 
eight  and  nine  hundred  acres.  He  brought  a  large 
amount  of  fine  stock  with  him  to  Cass  County,  and 
they  had  a  hard  time  to  live  through  the  first 
winter.  There  were  few  farmers  in  the  township 
at  that  time,  timber  covered  the  face  of  the  country, 
and  Mr.  Jones  and  family  fully  realized  the  pri- 
vations and  hardships  experienced  by  early  settlers. 

Twelve  children  were  born  to  his  marriage,  but 
only  three  besides  our  subject  are  now  living,  a 
daughter  and  two  sons.  Esther,  widow  of  John 
Nixon,  resides  at  Marcellus;  Amos  resides  two 
miles  north  of  Cassopolis;  and  Phineas  resides  on 
Young's  Prairie.  Those  deceased  were  named: 
Lydia,  Rebecca,  Elizabeth,  Phoebe,  Hannah,  Henry, 
Abigail  and  Jesse.  The  father  of  these  children 
was  reared  among  Quakers  and  was  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence.  Formerly  a  Whig  in 
politics,  later  in  life  he  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket  and  affiliated  with  that  party  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  March,  1851.  He  was  a  fine 
man  physically,  large  and  well  proportioned,  and 
very  seldom  ill.  For  one  term  he  was  County 
Commissioner  and  he  also  filled  the  office  of  Town- 
ship Supervisor,  as  well  as  other  township  offices. 

George  W.  Jones  was  about  six  years  of  age 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Cass  County, 


Mich.,  and  in  this  county  he  received  a  limited 
education  in  the  common  schools.  Much  of  his 
time  in  youth  was  passed  in  assisting  his  father 
clear  the  farm,  and  most  of  his  education  has  been 
received  by  reading  and  experience.  Deer  and 
other  wild  animals  abounded  at  that  time,  and 
Indians  were  common.  On  the  24th  of  December, 
1853,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  B. 
Sherman,  daughter  of  Elias  B.  Sherman.  The 
latter  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  date,  was 
Judge  of  the  Probate  Court  for  some  time,  and 
helped  to  lay  out  the  town  of  Cassopolis.  He 
became  the  owner  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  and 
was  an  influential  citizen.  Mrs.  Jones  was  born  in 
Cassopolis  and  died  at  her  home  in  Marcellus  in 
1870. 

Our  subject's  second  marriage  was  to  Miss  Lizzie 
Osborn,  daughter  of  Nathan  Osborn,  who  was  a 
real-<'State  dealer,  and  one  of  the  pioneers  of  St. 
Joseph  County,  Mich.  He  was  Circuit  Judge  of  that 
county  and  held  other  positions  of  importance.  He 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  but  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Jones,  was  born  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich., 
and  received  her  education  there  and  at  South 
Bend,  Ind.  After  his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Jones 
located  on  Young's  Prairie,  purchased  and  in- 
herited from  his  father's  old  farm  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  timber  and  prairie  land,  and 
remained  on  this  until  1867,  when  he  moved  to 
Cassopolis.  Later  he  came  to  what  is  now  Mar- 
cellus, bought  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  eleven 
acres,  the  present  site  of  that  town,  and  he  and  a 
few  other  gentlemen  laid  out  this  place.  Mr.  Jones 
then  engaged  in  a  real-estate  business  and  was  also 
engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  live  stock.  The 
latter  he  still  follows.  In  1877  he  established  the 
G.  W.  Jones  Exchange  Bank  of  Marcellus,  and  this 
bank  has  ever  retained  the  confidence  of  the  public 
in  the  highest  degree  and  is  in  every  respect  a 
model  financial  institution.  Mr.  Jones  is  now  the 
owner  of  over  seven  hundred  acres  of  land,  most 
of  which  is  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  besides 
considerable  valuable  village  property. 

Four  children  have  been  born  to  this  union; 
Frank  S.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness; Carroll  S.,  Cashier  of  the  bank,  married  to 
Miss   Bessie,    daughter   of     Andrew    F.    Caul,    a 
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prominent  farmer  and  Supervisor  of  the  town- 
ship; Henry  Bert,  now  in  his  father's  bank;  and 
Vera  May,  who  is  attending  the  school  at  Mar- 
cellus.  Politically,  Mr.  Jones  is  a  Democrat.  He 
is  a  strong  temperance  man  and  takes  a  great  deal 
of  interest  in  that  movement.  He  built  the  large, 
handsome  residence  where  lie  now  lives  in  1886, 
at  an  expense  of  about  $5,000,  which  has  a  hot-air 
furnace,  and  hot  and  cold  water  in  every  part  of 
the  house.  To  make  it  still  more  pleasant  and 
cheerful,  there  are  three  grates,  and  as  it  is  fur- 
nished with  taste  and  good  judgment,  no  pleasanter 
home  can  be  found  in  the  county.  In  1890  he 
built  the  large  stone-front  bank  building  which  he 
now  owns.  It  is  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water, 
is  finished  in  hard  wood,  and  is  one  of  the  finest, 
for  the  size  of  the  town,  of  any  in  the  State. 
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^  SAAC  N.  GARD.  No  theme  is  more  agreeable 
to  the  biographer  than  that  of  the  pioneer 
times,  and  the  life-story  of  one  who  has  passed 
through  that  trying  period  and  has  made  his  wa}^ 
to  comfort  and  prosperity  through  hardships  and 
privations,  is  of  interest  to  every  one.  In  those 
early  days  the  settlers  had  little  to  assist  them  in 
the  way  of  implements,  but  their  strong  hands  and 
sturdy  independence  overcame  all  difficulties. 

Mr.  Gard  was  born  in  Union  County,  Ind.,  July 
9,  1827,  of  the  marriage  of  Jonathan  Gard.  When 
but  two  years  of  age  he  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  the  Lake  State,  and  was  reared  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Cass  Count}'.  Until  twenty-four 
years  of  age  he  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
and  during  that  time  he  attended  the  log  school- 
house  of  those  daj^s,  where  he  was  taught  the 
"three  R's,  reading,  'riting  and  'rithmetic."  On 
the  12th  of  November,  1851,  he  married  Miss 
Nancy  Shaw,  a  daughter  of  Richard  and  Julia 
(Saunders)  Shaw,  the  father  a  native  of  Virginia, 
born  in  1801,  and  the  mother  of  Maryland,  born 
in  1804.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  removed  to  Ohio 
when  young,  were  married  there,  and  later  came 


to  Michigan,  where  thej^  settled  in  Ross  County. 
From  there  they  removed  to  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  but 
two  years  later  returned  to  Michigan.  They  set- 
tled in  Penn  Township,  this  county,  for  a  few 
years,  but  subsequently  moved  to  Little  Prairie 
Ronde,  Volinia  Township,  where  they  made  their 
home  for  a  number  of  years.  Her  death  occurred 
in  1856,  and  he  followed  her  to  the  grave  in  1872. 
Eleven  children  were  born  to  them,  six  of  whom 
are  now  living.  Mrs.  Gard  was  second  in  order  of 
birth,  and  was  born  in  Ross  County,  December  10, 
1828.  She  was  but  four  years  of  age  when  brought 
to  Michigan. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Gard  set- 
tled on  section  28,  Volinia  Township,  and  began 
to  improve  his  farm,  remaining  there  four  years. 
In  1856  he  settled  upon  his  present  farm,  and  here 
he  has  continued  to  reside.  He  is  the  owner  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres,  one  hundred 
and  thirty  acres  under  cultivation,  and  in  1856 
he  erected  a  substantial  and  commodious  house. 
For  six  years  he  was  interested  in  a  sawmill,  but 
since  then  he  has  been  engaged  exclusively  in 
mixed  farming.  He  raises  a  good  grade  of  stock 
and  excellent  draft  horses.  His  marriage  resulted 
in  t!ie  birth  of  four  children,  three  of  whom  are 
living.  Julia  E.,  widow  of  R.  L.  Van  Ness,  is  the 
mother  of  two  children,  Newton  and  Arietta; 
Orley  A.  married  Edward  Fulton,  and  is  the 
mother  of  three  children:  Blanche  L.,  Leona  A. 
and  Carl  G.,  and  resides  at  home;  and  Edgar  J. 
married  Miss  Flora  Warner,  who  bore  him  one 
child,  Dana.     Emily  is  the  one  deceased. 

Mr.  Gard  holds  membership  in  the  A.  H.  T.  A., 
of  which  he  has  been  a  member  for  forty  years,  be- 
ing Secretary  and  Treasurer  for  several  years,  and 
he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Volinia  Farmers'  Club. 
His  children  all  received  good  educational  advan- 
tages, P^dgar  being  educated  at  Valparaiso  Normal 
School  and  in  the  High  School  at  Decatur,  Mich. 
The  daughters  have  taught  school  in  this  town- 
ship, and  are  also  proficient  in  music.  In  politics, 
he  was  formerly  a  Whig,  but  since  1856  he  has 
been  a  stanch  Republican,  in  which  party  he  takes 
a  deep  interest.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to  every 
county  convention  for  thirty  years,  has  been  jury- 
man oftener  than  any  other  man  in  the  township, 
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and  has  been  Township  Clerk.  He  did  not  serve 
during  the  Civil  War,  but  paid  a  substitute  $850. 
Although  he  commenced  with  very  little  of  this 
world's  goods — a  span  of  horses,  a  cow  and  some 
land — he  worked  early  and  late  to  get  a  footing, 
and  finally  became  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 
the  count}'.  The  first  tax  he  paid  on  personal 
property  was  eighteen  cents.  For  many  years  he 
and  his  wife  lived  in  a  log  house  and  understood 
thoroughly  the  trials  and,  privations  of  pioneer 
life.  Mrs.  Gard's  father  was  an  active  politician 
and  held  office. 


;i^\  J^ALLACP:  C.  EDWARDS,  Cashier  of  the 
Brothers  <&  Company  Bank,  of  Dowa- 
was  born  in  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  No- 
vember 4,  1869.  At  the  age  of  two  years  he  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Schoolcraft,  this  State,  and 
shortly  afterward  to  Dowagiac,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  developing  the  traits  of  self-reliance 
and  manly  independence  that  have  contributed 
largely  to  his  success.  In  the  common  schools  of 
Dowagiac  he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  education, 
and  later  entered  the  High  School  at  this  place, 
graduating  in  1888.  While  attending  school  in 
the  winter  season,  his  vacations  were  always  use- 
fully employed,  and  in  the  summer  of  1888  he  oc- 
cupied a  clerical  position  in  Sherwood's  drug  store, 
of  this  city. 

During  the  session  of  1889  Mr.  Edwards  held 
the  position  of  Clerk  in  the  State  Senate.  In  No- 
vember, 1889,  he  was  appointed  to  the  important 
po&ition  which  he  now  holds  in  the  Lee  Bros. 
<fe  Co.'s  Bank.  A  man  of  close  observation, 
keen  insight  and  intuitive  perception,  he  is  well 
qualified  for  the  satisfactory  discharge  of  his  offi- 
cial duties,  and  both  his  superiors  in  office,  as  well 
as  the  general  public,  place  the  greatest  confidence 
in  his  reliability,  honor  and  ability.  Politically, 
he  advocates  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  to  which  he  gives  his  unwavering  support. 


At  the  present  time  he  is  filling  the  position  of 
Deputy  Treasurer  of  Cass  County,  of  which  his 
father,  T.  J.  Edwards  (whose  sketch  is  presented 
on  another  page  of  this  volume),  is  the  Treasurer. 
Socially,  he  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  order 
of  Knights  of  Pythias. 

The  lady  who,  on  the  22d  of  June,  1892,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Mr.  Edwards,  was  Bannie  L.  El- 
der, a  beautiful  and  accomplished  young  lady,  who 
is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  in  the  social  circles  of 
Dowagiac.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Capt.  John  El- 
der, a  prominent  citizen  of  Lansing,  Mich.,  who 
for  a  number  of  years  served  as  United  States 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  for  a  district  in  Ohio. 
Mrs.  Edwards  was  born  and  reared  in  Lansing, 
Mich.,  and  received  a  good  education  in  the  union 
schools  of  the  capital  city,  graduating  from  the 
High  School  of  that  place  in  1889.  Afterward  she 
entered  Oberlin  University,  at  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
where  for  one  year  she  carried  on  her  studies  in 
the  Conservatory  of  Music.  She  then  entered  the 
literary  department  of  the  State  University  of 
Michigan.,  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  she  remained  for 
one  year.  The  best  advantages  possible  were 
given  to  her,  and  as  she  availed  herself  to  the  ut- 
most of  every  opportunity  offered,  she  has  gained 
broad  literary  culture  and  knowledge. 


^MS-oi-fe-Mi 


JOSEPH  W.  HAUSER.  Throughout  Berrien 
County  this  well-known  fruit-grower  of  St. 
Joseph  Township  occupies  a  position  among 
^^^^.  the  most  successful  and  progressive  of  our 
German-American  citizens.  In  the  best  sense  of 
the  word  he  is  truly  self  made,  having  through 
his  untiring  exertions  and  good  judgment  risen 
from  an  humble  rank  to  a  foremost  place  in 
his  community.  To-day,  as  the  result  of  his  in- 
telligent efforts,  he  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
finest  fruit  farms  of  the  township,  and  is  num- 
bered among  the  men  of  means  in  the  county. 

The  fruit  farm  belonging  to  Mr.  Hauser   con- 
sists  of   forty-five  acres,  *the   entire   tract  being 
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planted  with  various  varieties  of  fruits.  He  lias  tlie 
place  subdivided  as  follows:  two  acres  planted  to 
apples,  ten  to  peaches,  ten  to  pears,  two  to  cher- 
ries, two  to  quinces,  one-half  acre  to  plums,  one  to 
strawberries,  eleven  to  blackberries,  four  to  rasp- 
berries, two  to  currants  and  gooseberries,  and  ten 
to  grapes.  At  the  time  of  locating  here  he  found 
a  few  grape  vines,  apple  trees  and  blackberry 
bushes,  but  with  that  exception  no  attempt  at 
improvement  had  been  made.  In  the  cultivation 
of  fruit  he  exercises  sound  common-sense,  and 
the  result  is  that  his  fruit  is  second  in  quality  to 
none  other  raised  in  the  county.  During  the  sea- 
son of  1892  he  raised  about  one  thousand  bushels 
of  peaches,  which  averaged  in  selling  $1  a  bushel, 
anrl  about  one  hundred  and  lifty  bushels  that  sold 
for  $1.50  a  bushel. 

A  native  of  Germany,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Hesse-Nassau,  May  11,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Hauser.  His  father  was  born 
in  Stein  bach,  German}^,  and  was  reared  to  the  life 
of  a  farmer,  following  agricultural  operations 
throughout  his  entire  career.  A  man  of  promi- 
nence in  his  community,  he  was  elected  to  the  po- 
sition of  Alderman  of  Stein  bach,  in  which  office 
he  served  for  several  years.  He  was  also  Treas- 
urer for  a  number  of  years,  and  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Land  Appraisement  Committee  of  the 
county.  In  his  religious  convictions  he  was  a 
Roman  Catholic.  His  property  in  Germany  con- 
sisted of  thirty  acres,  which  in  that  country  was 
considered  a  large  farm. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  eight  chil- 
dren, all  being  sons,  and  all  of  whom  reached  ma- 
turity. Five  of  the  number  are  still  living,  viz.: 
William,  a  farmer  residing  in  Stein  bach,  Germany; 
Jacob,  who  occupies  the  old  homestead  in  Ger- 
many; Joseph  W.,  of  this  sketch;  George,  a  resi- 
dent of  London,  England,  and  a  baker  by  trade; 
and  Philip,  who  follows  the  occupation  of  a  turner 
at  Lawrence,  Mass.  The  deceased  bore  the  names 
of  John,  Adolph  W.  and  P'rantz.  Joseph  W.  was 
reared  on  the  old  home  place  and  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
wagon-maker,  paying  $72  (in  Prussian  money)  for 
the  privilege  of  learning  and  serving  an  appren- 
ticeahip  of  two  and  one-half  years.    At  the  expira- 


tion of  that  time  he  worked  for  six  months  at  his 
trade,  and  subsequently  traveled  throughout  the 
entire  southern  portion  of  Germany,  following  his 
trade  at  various  places  for  three  years. 

Being  then  drafted  into  the  army,  Mr.  Hauser 
served  in  the  ranks  from  the  29th  of  March,  1864, 
until  the  23d  of  November,  1866.  -At  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  service,  he  worked  for  six 
months  in  the  employ  of  the  man  under  whom  he 
had  learned  his  trade.  In  1867  he  emigrated  to 
the  United  States,  and  after  a  sojourn  of  three 
weeks  in  New  York  he  came  West  to  Chicago, 
where  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  for  three 
months.  He  was  similarly  employed  in  Hanover 
and  Brunswick,  Ind.,  but  returned  to  Chicago  after 
an  absence  of  a  half-year.  Nine  months  later  he 
came  to  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  and,  opening  a 
shop,  conducted  a  successful  business  as  a  wagon- 
maker  for  nine  months. 

Meantime  Mr.  Hauser  had  established  a  home 
of  his  own.  On  the  7th  of  January,  1869,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Frances  Paczkow- 
aka,  a  native  of  Poland,  whose  birth  occurred 
December  4,  1851.  Twelve  children  were  born 
of  the  union,  of  whom  eight  are  now  living,  viz.: 
John  J.,  who  is  twenty-two  years  of  age  (1893); 
Joseph  N.,  nineteen;  Francis  Philip,  sixteen; 
Mary  Elizabeth,  thirteen;  Elizabeth  Catharina, 
eleven;  Frances,  nine;  George  Peter,  seven;  and 
Jennie  Annie,  four.  The  children  are  being  given 
every  educational  advantage  possible.  The  eldest 
son  was  a  student  in  Benton  Harbor  College,  while 
Joseph  has  been  conducting  his  studies  in  the 
same  institution  for  three  years. 

From  Benton  Harbor  Mr.  Hauser  removed  to 
St.  Joseph,  where  he  opened  a  shop  and  was  en- 
gaged in  the  wagt)n -maker's  business  for  one  3'ear. 
Disposing  of  the  shop  to  Samuel  L.  Hen n on,  he 
remained  in  the  employ  of  that  gentleman  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  was  in  business  for  himself. 
From  1872  until  1884  the  enterprise  was  con- 
ducted under  the  name  of  Hauser  &  McMullen, 
and  afterward  Mr.  McMullen  retired  and  our  sub- 
ject continued  in  business  alone.  Upon  selling 
out  to  Walker  (fe  Schnieder,  he  purchased  tlie  place 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  is  a  man  of  prom- 
inence in  his  community  and  is  f^n  influeptial  Re- 
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publican.  For  two  years  he  served  as  Alderman 
of  St.  Joseph,  and  is  the  present  Assessor  of  his 
school  district.  He  and  his  family  are  identified 
with  the  Roman  Catiiolic  Church. 


O^ 


EELY  McCORD,  an  influential  business 
man  of  Benton  Harbor,  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  brick  and  tile  in  this  city 
in  connection  with  E.  H.  Ferguson,  and 
tliey  own  one  of  the  largest  plants  in  south- 
western Micliigan.  Since  the  inception  of  this  en- 
terprise in  1888,  it  has  enjoyed  a  steady  growth 
and  an  increase  in  volume  from  year  to  year,  until 
there  is  now  a  daily  output  of  sixty  thousand 
brick,  which,  being  of  excellent  quality,  find  a 
ready  sale  in  the  home  market  and  elsewhere.  In 
their  brick  plant  they  have  all  the  requisite  ma- 
chinery and  appliances,  including  the  latest  im- 
provements and  most  modern  inventions.  Two 
years  after  the  establishment  of  the  brick  plant, 
they  added  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  tile, 
which  they  make  of  the  various  sizes  up  to  eight 
inches. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Cook  County,  III.,  near 
the  city  of  Chicago,  June  15,  1853,  and  is  a  son 
of  John  and  Harriet  (Paddock)  McCord.  His  par- 
ents were  natives  of  New  York  State,  whence  they 
removed  in  early  life  to  Illinois,  and,  settling  in 
Cook  County,  were  there  married.  Upon  a  farm 
in  that  county  the  father  engaged  in  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  making  a  specialty  of  stock- 
raising,  in  which  he  met  with  fair  success.  The 
home  he  there  established  was  his  until  he  was 
called  from  earth  in  1873.  His  widow  survived 
him  for  a  number  of  years,  her  death  occurring  in 
Cook  County  in  1887. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  eight  children, 
five  sons  and  three  daughters,  Seely  being  tlie 
third.  Five  of  the  number  are  now  living.  Our 
subject  spent  his  youth  upon  the  farm,  where  he 
assisted  bis  father  in  the  usual  routine  of  agricult- 


ural labors,  and  in  the  intervals  of  work  prose- 
cuted his  studies  in  the  district  school.  Later  he 
took  a  com mei;cial  course  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's 
Commercial  College  in  Chicago.  Upon  starting 
out  in  business  for  himself,  he  went  to  Woodson 
County,  Kan.,  where  he  and  a  brother  purchased 
four  thousand  acres  of  land,  and  for  three  years 
engaged  in  raising  sheep  on  their  ranch.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  they  returned  to  Cook 
County,  III.,  having  met  with  more  than  ordinary 
success  in  their  undertaking. 

In  1883,  coming  to  Benton  Harbor,  Mr.  McCord 
embarked  in  the  fruit  business,  and,  buying  a  good 
farm,  engaged  in  raising  peaches  and  other  fruits. 
At  one  time  he  gave  considerable  attention  to 
general  farming,  and  still  carries  on  agricultural 
pursuits  to  some  extent.  In  1892  he  started  a 
dairy,  and  now  has  forty  milch  cows  on  his  place. 
He  is  the  owner  of  valuable  real  estate  in  Benton 
Harbor,  and  has  platted  an  addition  to  the  southern 
part  of  the  city,  also  a  thirty-acre  addition  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  city.  The  latter  he  has  laid 
out  in  desirable  lots  for  dwellings,  and  the  prop- 
erty is  especially  valuable  on  account  of  afford- 
ing a  fine  view  of  the  lake  as  well  as  the  city.  P'or 
a  residence  for  his  family  he  erected  an  elegant 
brick  structure,  but  later  sold  the  property  to 
Dr.  Martha  Stevens,  who  utilizes  it  for  a  sani- 
tarium. 

Together  with  George  J.  Edgcumbe,  our  subject 
founded  the  Normal  and  Collegiate  Institute,  which 
was  conducted  successfully  until  1892.  Then,  in 
connection  with  S.  A.  Bailey,  Rev.  C.  B.  Patterson 
and  S.  H.  Edgcumbe,  he  filed  papers  of  incorpora- 
tion, and  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Benton 
Harbor  College  and  Normal,  which  is  now  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  solid  institutions  of  learning 
of  the  State.  From  the  establishment  of  the  col- 
lege Mr.  McCord  has  been  its  devoted  friend,  and 
has  contributed  liberally  both  of  his  means  and 
time  to  its  support.  He  also  took  an  active  part 
in  the  organization  of  the  first  Presbyterian  Church, 
December  9,  1892,  of  which  he  is  an  influential 
member  and  Trustee. 

May  25,  1878,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
McCord  to  Miss  Abbie  J.  Brewster,  of  Blue  Island, 
III.,  daughter  of  Rev.  W.  H.  Brewster,  and  who  died 
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on  the  6th  of  April,  1887,  leaving  four  children: 
Alice,  Blaine,  Catherine  and  Grace.  Mr.  McCord 
was  again  married,  June  21,  1892,  choosing  as  his 
wife  Miss  Maude,  daughter  of  Col.  H.  E.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Arndt)  Eastman,  of  Benton  Harbor.  The 
family  residence  is  attractively  situated  on  Terri- 
torial Street.  In  his  political  preferences  Mr.  Mc- 
Cord has  always  given  his  sympathj^  and  sup- 
port to  the  Republican  party,  and  is  a  man  who 
takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  all  projects  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
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ORVILLE  W.  COOLIDGE,   Judge  of 
the  Circuit  Court,  and  one  of  the  most  in- 


fluential citizens  of  Niles,  was  born  in 
^  Edwardsburg,  Cass  County,  on  the  9th  of 
October,  1839.  The  family  of  which  he  is  a  distin- 
guished member  was  among  the  early  settlers  of  this 
State  and  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  promot- 
ing the  progress  of  this  section,  having  labored  to 
secure  its  advancement  along  the  lines  of  business 
and  professional  growth. 

Among  the  eminent  men  of  Michigan,  the  name 
of  Judge  H.  H.  Coolidge  will  be  perpetuated 
through  generations  yet  to  come,  and  his  memory 
will  ever  be  revered  as  that  of  a  noble  man,  talent- 
ed attorney  and  wise  judge.  It  would  be  well, 
before  giving  further  attention  to  the  biography 
of  the  son,  to  narrate  briefly  the  events  which  gave 
character  and  distinction  to  the  life  of  the  father. 
H.  H.  Coolidge  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  and  there 
spent  the  years  of  his  early  boyhood.  He  was  ed- 
ucated at  Amherst  College,  and  in  1836  he  came 
to  Michigan,  and  thenceforth  his  life  was  closely 
interwoven  with  the  history  of  this  State. 

For  many  years  Judge  Coolidge  practiced  the 
legal  profession  in  Berrien  and  Cass  Counties,  and 
his  reputation  as  a  lawyer  was  such  that  he  enjoyed 
the  entire  confidence  of  all  his  fellow-citizens.  In 
1867  he  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention of  Michigan,  in  which  responsible  position 
he  rendered  efficient  service.   He  was  elected  Judge 

10 


of  the  Second  Judicial  Circuit,  and  in  that  lofty 
place  displayed  the  possession  of  abilities  of  no 
common  order.  After  a  useful  and  honored  career, 
he  was  called  from  earth  in  1872,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Sara  A.  Mead,  was  born  in  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  accompanied  her  parents  to  Michigan 
in  1837. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  passed 
his  youth  in  Cass  County,  where  he  gained  a  com- 
mon-school education.  In  1859  he  entered  Beloit 
College,  at  Beloit,  Wis.,  and  there  pursued  the 
studies  of  the  classical  course  for  two  years.  At 
the  beginning  of  his  junior  year  he  entered  the 
State  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  where 
he  remained  until  he  completed  the  studies  of  the 
literary  course,  graduating  from  the  institution  in 
1863.  He  had  resolved  to  become  an  attorney,  and 
in  order  to  thoroughly  qualify  himself  for  that 
profession  he  entered  the  law  department  of  Har- 
vard College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1865. 

Returning  to  Niles,  our  subject  formed  a  legal 
partnership  with  his  father,  and  the  connection 
continued  until  the  death  of  the  latter,  with  the 
exception  of  six  years,  which  time  the  father  was 
on  the  Bench.  In  1870  he  was  elected  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney  of  Berrien  County  and  served  in  that 
position  for  two  years.  In  1890  his  fellow-citizens 
bestowed  upon  him  the  highest  office  in  their  gift, 
that  of  Mayor,  and  his  service  in  that  position  was 
so  eminentl}'  satisfactory  to  both  political  parties, 
that  in  the  following  year  he  was  elected  to  the 
same  office  without  any  opposition.  During  his 
term  of  office  many  municipal  reforms  were  insti- 
tuted and  many  much-needed  improvements  were 
made.  In  the  spring  of  1893  he  was  chosen  Judge 
of  the  Second  Judicial  District,  being  elected  on 
the  Republican  ticket  over  Thomas  O  Tiara,  the 
Democratic  nominee.  The  Judge  is  well  qualified 
for  the  successful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
position,  being  a  man  of  keen  discrimination, 
large  talent  and  judicial  bent  of  mind. 

In  addition  to  his  legal  and  judicial  labors,  the 
Judge  served  in  1892  as  President  of  the  State 
Savings  Bank  of  Niles;  he  is  also  a  stockholder 
and  Director  in  the  Citizens*  Bank  of  Niles.  All 
measures  having  for  their  object  the  improvement 
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of  the  city  or  the  welfare  of  the  citizens  meet  with 
his  hearty  and  enthusiastic  support,  and  no  resi- 
dent of  Niles  is  more  devoted  to  its  welfare  than 
he.  His  residence  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in 
the  place,  being  a  large,  substantial  structure  with 
a  well-kept  lawn  ornamented  with  shade  trees. 
This  attractive  home  is  presided  over  by  his  wife, 
whom  he  married  in  1867  and  who  was  Miss  Katie, 
daughter  of  Moses  Pettengill,  of  Niles. 


ll@*(s)!^^^- 


BENJAMIN  Y.  COLLINS,  since  1834  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  and  representative 
business  men  of  Niles,  Mich.,  has  for 
nearly  three-score  years  been  a  prominent 
factor  in  the  upward  progress  and  development  of 
enterprise  in  his  home  locality.  Our  subject  is  a 
native  of  Delaware  and  was  born  in  Milford,Kent 
County,  March  14, 1814.  His  parents  were  Thomas 
and  Sophia  (Candy)  Collins.  The  father  was  also 
a  native  of  Milford,  Del.,  but  the  paternal  grand- 
father, Thomas  Collins,  was  born  in  Maryland  and 
was  of  direct  Irish  descent.  The  mother  was  born 
and  reared  in  Delaware,  where  her  father,  William 
Candy,  was  a  prosperous  farmer.  The  Candys 
were  of  English  descent  and,  honest,  hard-working 
citizens,  commanded  the  respect  of  all  who  knew 
them.  The  father  and  mother  of  our  subject  were 
united  in  marriage  in  their  native  place  and  made 
their  home  amid  the  scenes  of  their  youth.  Thomas 
Collins  engaged  in  his  trade  of  a  brick-mason  un- 
til the  close  of  his  life,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine 
years.  After  his  death  the  mother  came  to  Niles 
and  died  here  at  three-score  years  and  ten. 

Nine  children  blessed  the  old  home  in  Milford. 
Sarah,  the  eldest,  died  in  Missouri;  William  died 
in  Kansas;  Thomas  is  likewise  deceased;  James 
passed  away  in  3^outh;  Sopiiia,  now  a  widow,  re- 
sides in  Chicago;  Benjamin  Y.  is  our  subject; 
John  S.  lives  in  Milton  Township,  Cass  County; 
Mary  is  Mrs.  George  N.  Bond,  of  Chicago;  James  A. 
is  a  well-known  citizen  of  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  and  is 
in  the  shoe  business.     Our  subject,  the  sixth  child 


and  fourth  son,  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
birthplace,  and  was  early  trained  into  habits  of 
industry  and  self-reliance.  At  twenty  years  of 
age,  having  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  busi- 
ness, he  began  for  himself  as  a  manufacturer  of 
shoes.  Later,  deciding  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the 
West,  he  came  direct  to  Niles  by  team,  and  in  1834 
went  to  work  for  J.  Staler  in  the  shoe  business.  Af- 
ter remaining  six  months  with  Mr.  Staler,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  same  line  of  trade  for  himself,  and, 
meeting  with  success,  built  the  first  three-story 
frame  building  in  Niles.  Mr.  Collins  began  his 
business  on  a  small  scale,  but  his  sales  rapidly  in- 
creasing he  was  forced  to  employ  at  one  time 
twelve  shoemakers,  and  profitably  continued  in 
the  same  business  for  eighteen  years. 

In  1851,  Mr.  Collins  commenced  the  manufac- 
ture of  brick,  and  for  a-quarter  of  a  century  [)ros- 
perously  handled  the  product  of  his  kilns  and 
yards,  and  the  last  brick  he  ever  made  was  used  in 
building  up  Chicago  after  the  terrible  fire  of  1871. 
For  that  purpose  he  filled  one  order  for  three  hun- 
dred thousand  brick.  In  1871,  our  subject  retired 
from  the  active  cares  of  daily  business  and  al- 
lowed himself  the  needed  rest  after  years  of  con- 
fining employment.  Mr.  Collins  has  built  thirty 
houses  in  Niles  and  has  valuable  property  within 
the  town,  and  also  possesses  a  number  of  farms. 
In  1845,  our  subject  and  Miss  Helen  Robinson 
were  united  in  marriage  at  the  residence  of  the 
bride  in  New  York  City.  Of  the  three  children 
born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins  two  died  in 
infancy;  one,  a  son,  William  B.,  survives,  who 
is  a  traveling  salesman,  with  headquarters  at 
Grand  Rapids.  He  is  married  and  is  the  father 
of  two  children.  Lucile  was  born  on  the  sume 
day  and  month  as  our  subject,  March  14;  Helen 
is  the  youngest.  The  estimable  mother  of  these 
young  daughters  was  Miss  Bacon,  a  native  of 
Niles,  of  which  city  her  father,  Samuel  J.  Bacon, 
was  an  old  and  highly  esteemed  resident.  Mr. 
Collins  cast  his  fii'st  vote  for  Martin  Van  Buren, 
and  has  affiliated  with  the  Republican  part}'  ever 
since  the  war.  During  his  long  years  of  faithful 
and  enterprising  citizenship,  our  subject  has  efti^ 
ciently  hold  important  positions  of  trust,  and 
ill  th^  early  days   wa^  a  member  of  the  Village 
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Council.  He  is  not  connected  with  any  society, 
and  has  devoted  liimself  mainly  to  the  demands  of 
his  private  business  interests.  In  his  pleasant 
home,  the  abode  of  hospitality,  he  receives  many 
old-time  friends,  who  together  recall  the  struggles 
and  triumphs  of  pioneer  days. 


J i;  AMES  P.  BOND  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
11  Ross  &  Bond,  dealers  in  real  estate  and 
I  loans,  and  insurance  and  general  commis- 
^^^^  sion  agents  at  Dowagiac.  He  is  a  native  of 
Michigan,  born  near  Dexter  in  Washtenaw  County, 
November  22,  1844,  being  the  son  of  Hollis  and 
Emily  (Faxton)  Bond.  His  father  was  born  in 
New  England,  and  after  his  marriage  to  Miss 
P^liza  Faxton  removed  to  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
settling  near  Rome,  where  he  bought  land  and 
engaged  in  farming.  Some  years  afterward  he 
moved  to  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  and  located 
in  Scio  Township,  where  he  purchased  a  farm. 

The  first  wife  of  Hollis  Bond  died  in  New  York, 
leaving  two  children,  Josiah  and  Thomas,  both  of 
whom  grew  to  manhood.  Josiah  was  killed  in  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg;  Thomas  also  enlisted  in  the 
war,  and  from  the  effects  of  wounds  received  in 
battle  died  two  years  later.  Both  sons  were  non- 
commissioned oflScers.  The  second  marriage  of 
Hollis  Bond  was  to  Emily  Faxton,  a  sister  of  his 
first  wife.  This  lady  was  born  in  New  York  State, 
and  died  on  the  29th  of  March,  1893.  Five  chil- 
dren were  born  of  the  union,  four  of  whom  still 
survive.  Benjamin  Franklin  enlisted  during  the 
late  war  and  died  from  consumption,  brought  on 
by  exposure  while  in  the  service  of  the  Union. 
The  surviving  members  of  the  family  are:  Theo- 
dore, who  lives  on  a  farm  one  and  one-half  miles 
from  Dowagiac;  our  subject;  Elizabeth,  who  makes 
her  home  in  Dowagiac;  and  Edward,  a  civil  en- 
gineer and  contractor,  residing  in  Watertown,  N.  Y. 

In  1853  Hollis  Bond  removed  from  Washtenaw 
to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  settling  in  Wayne  Town- 
ship resided  there  until  his  death,     Politically,  he 


was  a  Whig  and  an  j\  bolitionist,  and  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Republican  party  in  this  county. 
Our  subject  came  to  Cass  County  with  his  parents 
at  the  age  of  seven  years  and  grew  to  manhood 
here.  In  1868  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Harriett,  daughter  of  Perris  Fletcher,  a  native 
of  Vermont,  who  settled  at  an  early  day  in  Cass 
County.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Bond  located  on 
a  farm  in  this  county  and  continued  to  reside 
upon  that  place  for  eighteen  years.  In  1886  he 
came  to  Dowagiac  and  embarked  in  the  grocery 
business  in  partnership  with  Charles  Amsden,  the 
firm  name  being  Bond  &  Amsden.  The  partner- 
ship was  dissolved  four  years  later,  and  Mr.  Bond 
then  opened  the  business  in  which  he  now  engages. 
He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  one  child, 
Verna  E.  Another  daughter,  Ruth,  was  taken 
by  death  at  the  age  of  two  3^ears. 

Politically,  Mr.  Bond  is  a  Republican,  and  is  in- 
fluential in  the  party.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  for  one  term  and  also  served  as 
Treasurer  of  Wayne  Township  for  one  term.  So- 
cially, he  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a  Knight 
Templar,  and  is  the  present  Treasurer  of  the  Ma- 
sonic lodge  of  Dowagiac.  All  measures  having 
for  their  object  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of 
the  city  receive  the  cordial  support  of  Mr.  Bond, 
who  is  one  of  the  public-spirited  and  enterprising 
citizens  to  whom  Dowagiac  is  indebted  for  its 
rapid  progress. 
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'  EFFERSON  OSBORN,  one  of  Cass  County's 
leading  horticulturists  and  one  of  the  earli- 
est pioneers  of  the  township  of  Calvin,  was 
born  in  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  near  Rich- 
mond, January  2,  1824,  a  son  of  Josiah  and  Mary 
(Barnard)  O&born.  Josiah  Osborn  was  born  in 
Tennessee  in  March,  1800,  and  was  next  to  the 
eldest  in  a  family  of  sixteen  children.  His  father, 
Charles  Osborn,  was  twice  married,  there  being 
seven  children  by  the  first  and  nine  by  the  second 
marriage.     Charles,  the  grandfather  of  Jefferson, 
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was  born  in  North  Carolina,  August  8,  1775,  and 
was  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Margaret  Osborn. 

The  ancestry  of  the  Osborn  family  came  from 
Wales.  The  exact  date  or  the  name  of  the  original 
emigrant  is  not  within  reach  of  the  writer,  but  the 
fact  that  Charles  was  born  in  North  Carolina  in 
1775,  and  that  his  father,  Daniel,  was  also  born  in 
that  State,  would  seem  to  indicate  that  it  must 
have  been  early  in  the  eighteenth  century  that  the 
family  became  identified  with  the  history  of  the 
State.  Back  to  the  most  remote  date  to  which  we 
have  been  able  to  trace  them,  we  find  that  the  Os- 
borns  were  prominent  Quakers  and  very  influ- 
ential in  that  society.  Grandfather  Osborn  was 
the  most  noted  of  all  the  family.  Early  in  life  he 
showed  his  devotion  to  the  faith  of  his  forefathers, 
and  while  his  parents  were  people  of  moderate 
means,  he  applied  himself  to  his  studies  and  through 
his  own  exertions  became  a  very  learned  man. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  Charles  Osborn 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  Newman.  In 
1808  we  find  him  in  Tennessee,  one  of  the  most 
powerful  and  eloquent  Quaker  preachers  of  his 
day  and  generation.  He  was  a  most  pronounced 
Abolitionist,  and  in  1814  he  took  a  bold  stand  for 
the  abolition  of  human  slavery;  in  fact,  he  ad- 
vocated with  tongue  and  pen  the  immediate  and 
unconditional  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  and 
was  the  first  man  in  the  United  States  to  dare 
to  take  such  a  stand  and  publicly  advocate  it. 
This  departure  on  his  part  created  wide-spread 
consternation  throughout  the  entire  country,  but 
more  especially  in  the  South.  So  determined  was 
he  on  this  course  that  it  caused  a  division  in  his 
own  (the  Friends')  church,  and  two  years  later,  or 
in  1816,  he  was  so  persecuted  for  upholding  his 
views  that  he  was  compelled   to  leave  Tennessee. 

With  his  family  and  those  of  his  church  who 
upheld  him,  Charles  Osborn  went  to  Ohio  and  set- 
tled at  Mt.  Pleasant,  where  he  established  a  paper 
called  The  Philanthropist^  which  was  the  first  paper 
ever  established  to  advocate  the  emancipation  of 
the  slaves.  He  did  not  meet  with  a  very  hearty 
endorsement  of  his  plan  in  Ohio,  and  three  years 
later  we  find  him  and  his  followers  wending  their 
way  to  Indiana  and  locating  in  Wayne  County. 
There  he  not  only  preached  the  Gospel,  but  con* 


tinned  to  publicly  advocate  the  emancipation  of 
the  slaves,  and  his  sermons,  lectures  and  newspaper 
articles  were  published  far  and  near  and  in  many 
cases  most  severely  criticised,  but  he  was  nothing 
daunted.  He  kept  right  on  in  what  he  believed 
to  be  right  and  in  what  he  hoped  to  see  accom- 
plished in  his  day. 

In  1832  Charles  Osborn  made  an  extended  tour 
of  the  Old  World,  ostensibly  in  the  interests  of 
his  church,  but  more  likely  it  was  to  work  up  a 
feeling  against  human  slavery  in  his  own  "  free  " 
land,  and  in  this  way  to  add  strength  to  his  posi- 
tion on  this  all-important  question.  He  remained 
abroad  for  a  year  and  a-half  and  then  returned  to 
Indiana  and  continued  his  work  in  that  State  un- 
til 1842,  when  he  came  to  Michigan,  locating  in 
Vandalia,  Cass  County,  where  he  remained  until 
1848.  He  then  returned  to  Indiana  and  located 
at  ("lear  Lake,  in  Porter  County,  where  he  lived 
until  his  death,  December  29,  1850.  The  ambition 
of  his  life  had  been  to  see  the  slaves  free,  but  he 
died  without  witnessing  the  fruits  of  his  labor, 
though  still  confident  that  the  daj^  of  emancipation 
was  not  far  distant.  He  knew  much  of  the  workings 
of  the  so-called  "  underground  railroad  ''  and  was 
known  to  have  kept  one  of  the  stations  inside  of 
which  a  runaway  slave  was  safe.  When  he  passed 
awa3^  the  negro  lost  a  true  friend,  the  church  an 
eloquent  preacher,  and  the  country  an  able  and 
forcible  writer;  yet  his  writings  were  not  all  ap- 
plauded and  were  sometimes  bitterly  condemned, 
still  they  had  much  to  do  with  the  final  emancipa- 
tion of  the  slave. 

As  above  stated,  Charles  Osborn  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife  being  Sarah  Newman,  who  bore 
him  six  sons  and  one  daughter.  James,  the  eldest, 
was  prominent  as  a  teacher;  Josiah,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  a  mechanic;  Lydia  married  Eli 
Newlan,  who  was  an  influential  preacher  in  the 
Quaker  Church;  John  was  well  known  as  one  of 
the  leading  horticulturists  of  his  day;  Isaiah  was  a 
preacher  in  the  Society  of  Friends;  Elijah  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  farmer;  and  Elihu  also 
engaged  in  farming  pursuits.  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  in  Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Osborn  after^ 
ward  married  Hannah,  the  daughter  of  Elihu 
and    Sarah   Swain,   leading   Quakers  of    Tennesn 
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see.  She  bore  him  nine  children,  four  daughters 
and  five  sons,  as  follows:  Narcissa,  Cyntliia,  Gid- 
eon, Charles  N.,  Parker,  Jordon,  Benjamin,  Sarah 
and  Anna,  all  of  whom  were  engaged  in  the  ordi- 
nary pursuits  of  life.  Jordon  is  living  in  Cass- 
opolis;  Anna  married  Jesse  p]ast  and  resides  in 
Buchanan,  Mich.;  Charles  and  Parker  make  their 
home  in  Clinton  County,  Ohio. 

Josiah  Osborn,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  a  cabinet-maker  by  trade,  a  man  of  but 
ordinary  education  but  well  informed.  Hfe  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Quaker  Church  and  like 
his  father  was  a  most  pronounced  Abolitionist.  It 
was  not  his  privilege  either  to  see  the  emancipation 
of  the  slaves,  as  he  died  in  1862,  during  the  prog- 
ress of  the  Civil  War.  He  married  for  his  first 
wife  Miss  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Uriah  and  P]liza- 
beth  (Macy)  Barnard.  The  Barnard  and  Macy 
families  were  natives  of  the  Island  of  Nantucket, 
and  were  of  English  ancestry.  By  occupation  they 
were  sea-faring  men  and  whalers.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  was  born  in  Ohio  October  19,  1800. 
Her  father  was  born  at  Nantucket  on  the  27th  of 
August,  1761;  her  mother,  who  was  the  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Mary  Macy,  was  born  at  Nantucket 
October  14,  1763. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Macy  consisted  of 
ten  children,  as  follows:  Jethro,  who  was  born  on 
Christmas  Day,  1782;  Joseph,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  1784;  Love,  December  31,  1786;  Hannah,  in 
1788;  Elizabeth,  March  26,  1790;  Anna,  May  28, 
1794;  George,  September  7,  1798;  Mary,  October 
19,  1800;  William,  June  29,  1803;  and  John, 
March  2,  1806.  Josiah  and  Mary  (Barnard)  Os- 
born were  the  parents  of  seven  children.  The  eld- 
est, Elison,  married  Martha  East,  who  died  leav- 
ing two  sons  and  two  daughters.  They  now  live 
in  Missouri,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming  and  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Quaker  Church.  Jefferson,  the  next  in  or- 
der of  birth,  will  be  mentioned  more  fully  further 
on  in  this  sketch.  Leander,  the  third  child,  mar- 
ried Mary  Helen  Beal,  and  they  have  two  children, 
both  boys.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Chicago  Medi- 
cal College  and  a  successful  physician  at  Vandalia, 
Cass  County,  Mich.  Obid  married  Jane  Taylor, 
and  after  her  death  he  again  married,  choosing  as 


his  wife  Miss  Priscilla  Glass;  they  have  had  three 
children,  only  one  of  whom  is  now  living.  Their 
home  is  in  Van  Buren  County,  Mich.,  where  Mr. 
Osborn  is.  engaged  as  a  farmer,  although  in  early 
life  he  followed  the  profession  of  a  school  teacher. 
Louisa  married  Alonzo  Evans;  Angeline  became 
the  wife  of  James  Oron;  Charles  chose  for  his  wiffe 
Miss  Mary  Glass,  and  now  lives  at  Eureka,  Kan., 
where  he  is  a  successful  stock-raiser. 

The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  Cass 
County  m  1851,  and  the  father  afterward  married 
Eliza  Malory,  a  native  of  the  State  of  Vermont. 
There  were  no  children  by  this  marriage.  After 
the  death  of  Mr.  Osborn,  in  1862,  his  widow  re- 
turned to  Poultney,  Rutland  County,  Vt.,  where 
she  now  makes  her  home.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch  came  to  Michigan  from 
Indiana  in  1835,  when  he  was  eleven  years  old, 
and  settled  with  his  parents  in  Calvin  Township, 
Cass  County.  What  education  he  received  was  in 
the  schools  of  Indiana  prior  to  removing  to  Michi- 
gan, for  the  advantages  in  this  part  of  the  State 
were  limited  in  those  days.  He  had  to  help  clear 
up  the  farm  in  the  then  heavily  timbered  country, 
and  experienced  the  hardship  incident  to  life  in  a 
new  country. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-three  Jefferson  Osborn 
married  Frances  Tharp,  the  daughter  of  Levi  and 
Nancy  Tharp,  pioneers  of  Michigan  and  members 
of  old  Virginia  families.  After  his  marriage  he 
located  on  a  farm  near  his  father's  home  and  just 
south  of  where  he  now  lives.  His  wife  died  in 
1851,  leaving  two  children.  LeRo}',  who  was  born 
June  15,  1848,  was  educated  at  Niles  and  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich.,  and  now  lives  in  Cassopolis.  He 
married  Miss  Lydia  E.  Chess,  and  they  have  three 
children:  Don  F*.,  Louis  J.  and  Robert.  Clara  E. 
was  born  January  21,  1850,  and  was  educated  at 
Niles.  She  died  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  in  May, 
1888,  wiiere  her  father  had  taken  her,  hoping  that 
the  change  of  climate  would  benefit  her  health. 

In  1853  Mr.  Osborn  married  Mrs.  Susanna  (East) 
Osborn,  the  daughter  of  Joel  and  Sarah  East.  Her 
father  was  bom  in  Grayson  County,  Va.,  Septem- 
ber 26,  1802,  and  was  the  son  of  William  East, 
likewise  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion  and  a 
member  of  a  well-known  Quaker  family.     Joel  East 
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was  a  leading  preacher  in  the  Society  of  Friends, 
and  went  to  Tennessee  from  Virginia  and  from 
there  to  Richmond,  Ind.,  where  Mrs.  Osborn  was 
born  October  10, 1829.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Sarah  Bulla,  was  born  in  Wayne  County, 
Ind.,  in  1809,  her  parents,  Thomas  and  Susanna 
Bulla,  being  members  of  an  old  North  Carolina  fam- 
ily. The  East  family  was  represented  in  Calvin 
Township  during  the  very  first  days  of  its  develop- 
ment. Mi*s.  Osborn  was  a  widow  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage  to  our  subject,  having  formerly  been  the 
wife  of  his  uncle  Benjamin,  the  youngest  son  of 
Charles  Osborn.  Benjamin  Osborn  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1849,  leaving  one  child,  a  daughter,  Cyn- 
thia Ann,  who  afterward  married  an  Englishman, 
George  Pullen,  and  now  resides  in  Calvin  Town- 
ship. Mrs.  Osborn  came  to  Michigan  with  her 
parents  in  1832,  when  she  was  but  three  years  of 
age,  and  has  lived  in  Cass  County  ever  since. 

Two  children  have  been  born  of  the  second 
union  of  Mr.  Osborn.  Mary  Frances,  who  was 
born  December  8,  1853,  married  Irving  Mitchell, 
Superintendent  of  Schools  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.; 
they  have  no  children.  Frank  Russell,  whose  birth 
occurred  on  the  7th  of  September,  1858,  married 
Miss  Mary  Lee,  and  is  now  a  successful  orange- 
grower  at  De  Land,  Fla.  The  three  children  born 
of  this  union  all  died  in  infancy  and  the  wife  and 
mother  passed  away  in  the  spring  of  1893. 

Like  his  father,  grandfather  and  great-grand- 
father, the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  formerly  an 
Abolitionist.  His  first  vote  was  cast  in  that  party, 
and  like  his  forefathers  he  was  known  to  have  been 
a  "director*'  in  the  great  "underground  railroad.'' 
In  1854  he  was  elected  County  Treasurer  of  Cass 
Count}^  and  filled  the  office  most  creditably  for 
four  years.  He  has  also  served  as  County  Super- 
visor, Township  Treasurer,  and  was  for  more  than 
twenty  years  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Upon  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  cast  in  his 
lot  with  that  organization  and  from  that  day  to 
this  has  been  a  most  ardent  supporter  of  its  princi- 
ples. 

Mr.  Osborn 's  life  occupation  has  been  that  of  a 
farmer  and  horticulturist.  In  1867  he  went  to 
Niles,  where  he  resided  for  some  years  while  he 
was  educating  his  children.     Upon  his  return   to 


Calvin  Township,  some  seventeen  years  ago,  he  lo- 
cated on  the  farm  where  he  has  ever  since  resided 
and  where  he  and  his  most  estimable  wife  are 
spending  their  declining  years,  surrounded  b}^  all 
the  comforts  of  life  in  their  pleasant  home.  They 
have  ever  adhered  to  the  religion  of  their  forefa- 
thers and  are  most  exemplar}^  members  of  the  So- 
ciety of  P>iends.  Many  years  ago  Mr.  Osborn  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  which 
is  a  little  out  of  the  usual  order  of  the  Quaker 
Church,  yet  not  prohibited  in  later  years. 


OTIS  BIGELOW,  dealer  in  pianos,  organs  and 
musical  merchandise  at  Dowagiac,  has  spent 
his  entire  life  in  the  city  where  he  now  re- 
sides, and  was  born  here  on  the  18th  of  August, 
1854.  In  his  boyhood  he  was  a  student  in  the 
schools  of  Dowagiac,  where  he  carried  on  his  stud- 
ies until  within  one  year  of  completing  the  course. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  an  upholsterer  in  Chicago, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Dowagiac  and  was  em- 
ployed here  for  a  time.  In  1873  he  went  to  Chi- 
cago in  order  to  take  lessons  on  the  pipe  organ,  and 
acquired  great  proficiency  in  that  art.  A  practical 
and  skilled  musician,  lie  served  fifteen  years  as 
leader  of  the  Dowagiac  Cornet  Band  and  was  the 
organizer  of  the  Bigelow  Orchestra  (now  known 
as  the  Opera  House  Orchestra),  and  is  a  cornet 
player  of  more  than  ordinarj^  ability.  He  has  in- 
structed bands  ai  various  places  throughout  the 
country. 

In  1886,  Mr.  Bigelow  established  a  branch  store 
at  Niles,  but  two  years  afterward  removed  the  stock 
here.  In  his  business  he  has  built  up  a  large  trade, 
and  through  his  energy,  ambition  and  push  has 
gained  a  well-merited  success.  He  devotes  his  en- 
tire attention  to  the  details  of  his  business.  In 
1878  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna, 
daughter  of  Joseph  S.  Tuttle,  a  leather  and  lumber 
merchant  of  Niles.  Of  this  union  there  was  one 
child,  a  son  who  died  in  infancy.  Politically,  Mr. 
Bigelow  is  a  Republican  and    maintains   a    deep 
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interest  in  public  affairs.  In  liis  religious  belief 
be  is  a  Congregationalist  and  for  a  number  of 
years  he  has  been  organist  in  tlie  church  at 
Dowagiac. 

Among  the  prominent  business  men  of  Dowagiac 
is  Harvey  Bigelow,  father  of  our  subject,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  busi- 
ness at  that  place.  He  was  born  in  Half  Moon, 
Rensselaer  Count}^  N.  Y.,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1816. 
His  father,  Harvey  Bigelow,  8r.,  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, resided  for  a  time  in  Half  Moon,  whence 
he  came  to  Michigan  in  1843  and,  settling  at  La 
Grange,  Cass  County,  remained  there  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  about  1861.  Harvey  Bige- 
low, Jr.,  was  reared  in  New  York  and  came  to  Mich- 
igan in  1837,  locating  in  La  Grange,  Cass  County. 
Having  learned  the  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker,  he 
embarked  in  that  business  at  La  Grange  and  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  for  fourteen  years. 

At  Hartford,  Conn,  in  September,  1839,  occurred 
the  marriage  of  Harvey  Bigelow  to  Miss  Rosina 
Hurlbut.  The  young  couple  came  at  once  to  Mich- 
igan and  resided  in  La  Grange  until  the  death  of 
the  wife,  after  two  years  of  wedded  life.  There  was 
no  issue  by  this  marriage.  Two  years  later  Mr.  Bige- 
low returned  to  Connecticut,  and  was  married  to 
Laura  M.  Hurlbut,  sister  of  his  first  wife  and  daugh- 
ter of  Jared  Hurlbut.  He  returned  to  La  Grange 
in  1843  and  conducted  a  furniture  and  undertak- 
ing business.  In  1851  he  came  to  Dowagiac,  where 
he  now  carries  on  an  extensive  business  as  a  furni- 
ture dealer  and  undertaker.  By  his  second  wife  he 
had  four  children:  Charles  H.,  who  is  a  traveling 
salesman;  Herman  M.,  a  contractor  at  Olympia, 
Wash.;  Harvey  S.,  a  photographer  at  Dowagiac, 
and  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

One  of  the  pioneer  business  men  of  Cass  County, 
Mr.  Bigelow  had  the  first  cabinet  shop  in  Cass 
County  as  well  as  in  Dowagiac.  Starting  in  life 
without  means,  he  has  been  able  through  industry 
and  energy  to  accumulate  a  competency.  However, 
he  has  had  his  share  of  misfortunes.  In  1881  his 
store  was  burned  to  tlie  ground,  entailing  a  loss  of 
$20,000,  tlie  savings  of  his  lifetime.  But  undaunted 
by  this  misfortune  he  started  bravely  at  work  again 
and  succeeded  in  a  short  time  in  regaining  a  sub- 
stantial footing  in  the  commercial  world.     A  man 


of  excellent  habits,  he  has  never  used  tobacco  and 
is  strictly  temperate.  In  his  political  belief  he  is 
a  Republican.  Since  boyhood  he  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Congregational  Church  and  has  served 
as  a  Deacon  for  many  years. 


'l^^  ENRY  M.  LEE.  The  banking  house  of 
y  Lee  Bros.  &  Co.  is  numbered  among  the 
most  prominent  financial  institutions  of 
southwestern  Michigan,  and  as  its  business 
affairs  are  conducted  upon  a  substantial  and  con- 
servative basis  it  has  gained  the  confidence  of  the 
public  to.  a  degreee  not  usually  enjoyed.  The 
management  of  the  bank  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
subject  of  this  notice,  and  associated  with  him  in 
business  are  his  father,  Chauncey  T.  Lee,  and  his 
brother,  Fred  E.,  Kate  Beckwith  Lee  and  Sarah  H. 
Lee. 

A  resident  of  this  State  throughout  his  entire 
life,  Mr.  Lee  was  born  in  Edwardsburgh,  Mich.,  on 
the  28th  of  October,  1856,  being  the  son  of  Chaun- 
cey T.  and  Sarah  H.  (Lockwood)  Lee,  of  whom 
further  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
At  the  age  of  two  years  he  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Dowagiac  and  lias  since  made  his  home 
in  this  city.  In  the  public  schools  of  this  j^lace  he 
laid  tlie  foundation  of  his  education,  which  was 
afterward  supplemented  b^^  a  course  of  study  in 
Buchtel  College,  at  Akron,  Ohio.  Later  he  entered 
Smithson  College,  at  Logansport,  Ind.,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  with  the  Class  of  '76. 
His  literary  studies  completed,  Mr.  Lee  returned 
to  Dowagiac  and  embarked  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness, to  which  he  later  added  the  drug  trade.  For 
ten  years  he  conducted  an  extensive  and  profitable 
business  in  these  lines,  becoming  well  and  favor- 
ably known  among  the  people.  In  1887  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  C.  T.  Lee,  F.  E.  Lee  and  Sarah 
H.  Lee  in  the  banking  business,  the  firm  being 
known  as  the  Lee  Bros.  <fe  Co.  Bank.  They  began 
business  in  the  block  opposite  their  present  loca- 
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tion,  and  after  remaining  in  that  place  about  six 
years  removed,  in  March,  1893,  to  their  present 
house. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Lee  occurred  in  1876,  and 
united  him  with  Miss  Cora,  daughter  of  William 
Bridges,  an  extensive  farmer  and  prominent  stock- 
raiser  of  Putnam  County,  Ind.  Mrs.  Lee  was  born 
in  that  county  and  received  an  excellent  educa- 
tion at  Smithson  College,  being  a  lady  of  culture 
and  intelligence.  ^  She  is  the  mother  of  one  child, 
Helen.  While  Mr.  Lee  devotes  his  attention 
principally  to  his  banking  business,  he  also  main- 
tains a  warm  interest  in  all  measures  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and,  politically, 
advocates  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
In  his  social  connections  he  is  identified  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity. 

The  banking  house  of  Lee  Bros.  &  Co.  is  worthy 
of  more  than  passing  mention.  Their  room  is 
located  in  the  corner  of  the  Beckwith  Memorial 
Building,  Dowagiac.  The  furniture  and  wood- 
work are  of  mahogany,  the  floor  of  mosaic,  the 
finishings  and  wainscotting  of  Tennessee  marble 
and  the  metallic  work  of  Japan  coppered.  The 
entire  effect  is  most  pleasing  to  the  eye,  present- 
ing a  combination  of  quiet  elegance  and  superb 
appointments  not  to  be  seen  elsewhere  in  Dowagiac. 
The  "Hair*  safe  is  of  the  very  latest  approved  pat- 
tern, while  there  is  also  a  large  brick  vault.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  bank  is  140,000,  and. the  es- 
timated worth  $300,000. 
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/^\  L.  SHERWOOD,  a  leading  and  enterprising 
(CI  n  ^^^^25en,  for  twenty-five  years  prosperously 
^^/  engaged  in  the  drug  business  in  Dowagiac, 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  has  during  his  life  of  busy 
usefulness  held  important  official  positions  of 
trust.  Our  subject  was  born  at  Waterford,  Erie 
County,  Pa.,  September  4,  1837,  and  was  one  of 
the  five  children  who  blessed  the  home  of  P.  W. 
and  Aurilla  (Frye)  Sherwood.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  but  removed  with 


his  family  to  Pennsylvania  when  only  a  boy. 
The  mother  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  her  an- 
cestry for  many  generations  had  dwelt  in  the 
Green  Mountain  State.  Her  father  was  a  clergy- 
man of  the  Methodist  denomination  and  was  a 
sincere  and  devoted  Christian  man,  laboring  for 
the  welfare  of  others.  Mr.  Sherwood  received  his 
early  training  and  education  in  the  schools  of  his 
home  locality,  and  was  yet  in  his  childhood  when 
he  began  self-reliantly  to  fit  himself  to  success- 
fully make  his  own  way  in  life. 

At  twelve  years  of  age  our  subject  went  to  Or- 
leans County,  N.  Y.,  to  learn  the  drug  business,  and 
remained  in  that  part  of  the  State  until  1859,  when 
he  located  in  Union  City,  Pa.,  and,  opening  a 
drug  store,  entered  into  business  for  himself.  He 
prosperously  conducted  the  store  in  Union  City 
until  1868,  and  during  his  nine  years  of  residence 
was  the  efficient  Mayor  of  the  city  for  two  terms. 
While  in  Union  City  he  was  also  appointed  Post- 
master under  Lincoln,  and  discharged  the  duties 
involved  with  executive  ability.  In  1868,  he 
came  to  Dowagiac,  and  established  himself  in  the 
drug  trade,  and  since  then,  employed  in  handling 
the  same  line  of  goods,  has  built  up  a  fine  business, 
one  of  the  best  in  Cass  County.  Our  subject  was 
for  a  long  time  the  popular  Postmaster  of  Dow- 
agiac, acceptably  caring  for  the  local  mail  during  the 
second  term  of  President  Grant.  He  was  re-ap- 
pointed Postmaster  by  President  Hayes  and  served 
with  faithful  ability  in  that  official  capacity  for  a 
period  of  ten  years. 

In  1861,  C.  L.  Sherwood  and  Miss  Mary  Wood, 
of  Murray,  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  were  united  in 
marriage.  Mrs.  Sherwood  was  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
E,  and  Selinda  (Gibson)  Wood.  Her  father  was 
born  in  New  York  State,  and  the  mother  was  a 
native  of  Malone.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherwood  are 
prominent  in  the  social  world  of  Dowagiac  and 
enjoy  the  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 
Our  subject  has  ever  been  in  political  affiliation  a 
stalwart  Republican,  especially  active  in  promot- 
ing the  interests  of  the  -'Party  of  Reform.''  He 
is  a  public-spirited  citizen,  fully  in  accord  with 
the  progressive  movements  of  the  day,  being  well 
posted  in  local  and  national  issues. 

Mr.  Sherwood  is  one  of  the  substantial  repre- 
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sentative  men  of  Cass  County,  and  has  used  his 
utmost  endeavor  to  build  up  the  various  interests 
and  progressive  enterprises  of  Dowagiac.  For 
years  fraternallv  associated  with  the  Ancient  Free 
&  Accepted  Masons,  he  is  a  valued  member  of 
Peninsula  Lodge  No.  214.  He  belongs  to  Keystone 
Chapter  No.  36  and  is  one  of  the  twelve  Knights 
Templar  of  Niles  Commandery.  He  is  also  connected 
with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the 
Knights  of  Honor  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  being  High  Priest. 


*^^«^^f _y 


ON.    WILLIAM   SMYTH E  FARMER    was 

born  in  Charleston,  Montgomery  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  24,  1815.  In  the  district 
schools  of  that  day  he  acquired  a  practical 
education,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered 
a  country  store  in  Minaville  as  clerk,  and  was 
later  similarly  engaged  in  Fulton ville,  Montgomery 
County,  N.  Y.  In  1839  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  his  former  employer,  Henry  P.  Voorhees,  and 
embarked  in  a  general  mercantile,  grain  and  lumber 
business.  Coming  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  in 
December,  1848,  he  settled  in  the  woods  of  Pipe- 
stone Township  and  commenced  opening  a  farm 
in  the  heavy  timber,  clearing  one  hundred  acres  a 
3^ear  for  the  first  three  years.  This  work  he  has 
continued,  until  on  his  farm  of  some  sixteen  hun- 
dred acres  over  one  thousand  acres  have  been 
changed  from  dense  forests  to  cultivated  fields. 

To  the  cultivation  and  management  of  his  farm, 
Mr.  Farmer  has  given  his  personal  attention  and 
has  devoted  the  place  to  the  growing  of  grass  and 
grain,  and  the  raising  of  cattle,  horses  and  sheep. 
At  the  same  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
purchase  and  sale  of  real  estate  on  his  own  account 
and  as  agent  for  others.  An  active  participator 
in  all  public  improvements,  he  procured  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  first  mail  route  from  Niles  to  St. 
Joseph,  on  the  north  side  of  the  St.  Joseph  River, 
via  Eau  Claire,  Pipestone,  Sod  us  and  Benton  Har- 
bor (giving  to  Eau  Claire  its  name).     Mr.   Farmer 


was  one  of  the  originators  and  incorporators  of 
the  Elkhart  &  Lake  Michigan  Railroad,  and  spent 
time  and  money  to  secure  the  opening  of  the 
Cincinnati,  Wabash  &  Michigan  Railroad  via  Elk- 
hart to  Benton  Harbor.  Having  property  interests 
in  Benton  Harbor,  he  established  his  residence  there 
in  1881,  and  entered  with  his  accustomed  energy 
into  all  measures  having  for  their  object  the  pros- 
perity and  moral  advancement  of  the  city. 

Before  becoming  a  voter,  Mr.  Farmer  had  decided 
views  on  the  political  questions  of  the  time.  Being 
a  general  reader,  a  student  of  history'-,  a  close 
observer,  he  reasoned  from  cause  to  effect  and 
became  an  advocate  of  the  American,  or  Protection, 
policy,  casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Henry 
Clay.  Assuming  as  a  fundamental  principle  that 
every  man  has  a  right  to  himself,  he  has  always 
been  opposed  to  slavery,  but  could  see  no  wisdom 
in  a  political  anti-slavery  party.  Acting  with  the 
Whigs  (as  the  party  nearest  in  accordance  with  his 
views),  he  cast  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay  in  1836, 
William  Henry  Harrison  in  1840,  Henry  Clay  in 
1844,  Zachary  Taylor  in  1848,  and  Gen.  Scott  in 
1852. 

On  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in 
1856,  Mr.  Farmer  united  with  it,  endorsing  most 
fully  its  principles,  and  acting  with  it  to  the  present 
time.  As  a  member  of  the  committee  on  the  Elec- 
tive Franchise  in  the  Constitutional  Convention 
of  1867,  he  favored  the  extension  of  the  suffrage 
without  regard  to  race  or  sex,  and  in  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"male*'  from  that  article.  It  was  stricken  out  by 
vote  of  the  committee,  but  restored  by  the  final 
action  of  the  convention.  Of  firm  convictions, 
zealous  for  principles,  believing  that  party  organi- 
zation is  necessary  for  the  successful  carrying  for- 
ward of  principles,  Mr.  Farmer  has  worked  and 
voted  for  the  nominees  of  his  party.  Unwilling 
to  incur  political  obligations  or  hamper  his  free- 
dom of  action,  he  has  steadily  refused  to  be  a 
candidate  for  office  (with  two  exceptions).  During 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  from  a  feeling  of  duty, 
and  anxious  to  care  for  the  families  of  the  absent 
soldiers,  he  accepted  the  office  of  Supervisor  of  his 
township.  Again,  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of 
friends,  he  consented  to  the  use  of  his  name  as  a 
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candidate  for  the  Constitutional  Convention  of 
1867.  Berrien  County  being  entitled  to  three 
delegates,  Mr.  Farmer  was  nominated  on  tiie  first 
ballot,  with  four  candidates  in  the  field.  At  the 
election  there  was  but  one  vote  cast  against  him  in 
his  township  of  Pipestone. 

October  15,1862,  Mr.  Farmer  married  Miss  Han- 
nah Deuel,  who  at  that  time  was  a  resident  of 
Urbana,  Ohio.  Three  children  were  born  to  them, 
two  sons  and  one  daughter.  Their  elder  son 
died  in  early  childhood,  leaving  to  them  the 
daughter,  Sara  L.,  and  son,  Roscoe  D.  Mr.  P^arm- 
er*s  paternal  grandfather  was  of  Norman-English 
birth,  was  edueated  in  Germany  and  married  a 
German.  About  1750  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  in  New  Jersey,  a  few  miles  from 
New  Brunswick.  Holding  a  commission  in  the 
Continental  army,  he  left  his  family  to  the  care  of 
his  slaves.  When  the  British  troops  occupied  New 
Brunswick,  the  slaves  deserted  the  family  and  load- 
ed themselves  with  chickens  for  the  "red  coats,'' 
but  on  the  evacuation  of  the  city  by  the  British, 
the  "darkies'*  were  very  glad  to  come  home. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Samuel  Farmer,  was 
born  in  New  Jersey  in  1780,  and  removed  to  Mont- 
gomery County,  N.  Y.,  in  1809.  During  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  married  Huldah  Burton,  and  died 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  1837.  His  wife  was  born  in 
Charleston,  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1790, 
and  died  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  in  1883.  Judah 
Burton,  her  paternal  grandfather,  held  a  Major's 
commission  in  the  Continental  army.  His  ances- 
tors were  of  English  origin  and  were  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  the  Hudson  River  Valley.  Her 
maternal  ancestors  (the  Smythes)  were  among  the 
early  emigrants  from  England,  and  settled  in  the 
Connecticut  Valley,  where  they  endured  the  pri- 
vations incident  to  pioneer  life.  On  one  occasion 
their  buildings  were  burned  and  stock  destroyed 
by  the  Indians,  the  family  saving  their  lives  by 
hiding  in  the  forest. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  State  Convention  of  the  Pat- 
rons of  Husbandry  at  Lansing  Mich.,  December 
14,  1876,  Mr.  Farmer,  being  Chairman  of  the 
committee  on  resolutions,  drew  up  the  resolutions 
which  were  adopted  by  the  committee  and  ratified 
by  the  convention.     It  may  here  be  proper  to  state 


that  Mr.  Farmer  was  in  favor  of  the  resumption 
of  specie  payments  by  the  Government,  and  the 
resolution  which  follows  showed  that  he  anticipated 
the  action  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  one 
year. 

Article  6th.  Rksolved  That,  recognizing  the 
fact  that  a  mixed  currency,  that  of  the  lowest  value, 
will  be  the  circulating  medium,  we  therefore 
recommend  that  the  precious  metals  (gold  and 
silver)  should  be  placed  on  an  equality  as  legal 
tender;  and  that  the  Government  should  not 
discredit  its  own  paper  by  refusing  to  receive  it 
at  any  time  or  for  any  purpose. 

It  may  be  well  to  state  for  the  benefit  of  the 
present  reader  that  gold  was  required  by  the 
Goverment  for  custom  dues,  and  silver  was  not  a 
legal  tender  in  sums  above  $5. 

Recognizing  man's  freedom  of  choice  and  action, 
yet  holding  him  closely  accountable  for  the  result 
of  his  action  Mr.  Farmer  is  an  Arminian  in  principle 
and  for  some  years  has  been  an  active  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  For  the  last  four 
years  he  has  acted  as  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Niles  District,  and  in  1878  was 
with  the  Rev.  S.  T.  Cooper  the  building  committee. 
That  committee  planned  and  erected  an  auditorium 
or  tabernacle  building  on  the  Crystal  Springs 
Camp  Ground,  which  is  said  to  be  the  best  of  the 
kind  in  the  State,  seating  about  four  thousand 
people.  Mr.  Farmer,  believing  that  success  is  the 
result  of  properly  applied  effort  and  labor,  and  the 
present  the  time  for  action,  has  adopted  as  his 
own  the  motto  on  the  Farmer  family  crest,  "It  is 
time." 


^f-^4^a^^ 
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J"'  STANLEY  MORTON,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer of  the  Excelsior  Gas  Company  and  one 
of  the  wealthy  and  progressive  citizens  of 
Benton  Harbor,  was  born  in  this  city  on  the 
16th  of  September,  1850,  and  has  passed  his  entire 
life  in  the  place  where  he  now  makes  his  home. 
His  father,  Henry  C,  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York  in  1817,  being  the  son   of  Eleazer  Morton, 
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one  of  Benton  Harbor's  pioneers.  Henry  C.  set- 
tled here  as  earl}^  as  1834,  and  soon  became  closely 
connected  with  the  progress  of  the  place,  wit- 
nessing its  development  from  a  tiny  hamlet,  with 
primitive  surroundings,  to  a  thriving  city  with  all 
the  conveniences  of  modern  life.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  projecting  and  building  the  Benton 
Harbor  Canal,  and  likewise  contributed  of  his 
money  and  assistance  to  many  other  important 
enterprises.  Now  at  an  advanced  age,  he  resides 
in  Benton  Harbor,  passing  the  twilight  of  his  hon- 
ored life  somewhat  retired  from  active  business 
cares.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Josephine  Stanley,  died  in  1859,  leaving  four  sons, 
only  one  of  whom  is  now  living,  J.  Stanle}^  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  notice. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  Benton 
Harbor,  where  he  conducted  his  studies  in  the  com- 
mon schools  prior  to  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  He 
then  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  general  store, 
where  he  remained  for  four  years.  At  the  early 
age  of  nineteen  years  he  engaged  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness, opening  a  store,  which  he  conducted  until 
1873,  when  he  disposed  of  the  business. 

The  enterprise  in  which  Mr.  Morton  next  be- 
came interested  was  that  with  which  his  name  has 
for  years  been  inseparably  connected.  Forming  a 
partnership  with  John  H.  Graham,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Graham,  Morton  &  Co.,  he  became  inter- 
ested in  a  steamboat  line  between  Chicago  and 
Benton  Harbor.  In  1880  the  name  of  the  firm  was 
changed  to  the  Graham  &  Morton  Transportation 
Company,  and  as  such  carried  on  an  extensive 
business,  both  in  passenger  and  freight  traffic,  un- 
til 1893,  when  Mr.  Morton  retired  from  the  com- 
pany. For  several  years  prior  to  withdrawing 
from  the  business,  he  had  served  as  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  company. 

After  retiring  from  the  transportation  company, 
Mr.  Morton,  in  company  with  C.  M.  Edick  and  J. 
Stevens,  purchased  three-fourths  of  the  stock  of 
the  Excelsior  Gas  Company  from  Peter  English, 
of  Benton  Harbor.  Since  that  time  our  subject 
has  held  the  position  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
of  the  company.  For  several  years  he  has  held  the 
position  of  Vice-President  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Benton  Harbor,  and  is  also  President  of 


the  Stevens  &  Morton  Lumber  Company,  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Alden  Canning  Company.  One 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Benton  Harbor  Improve- 
ment Company,  he  has  been  prominently  connected 
with  this  enterprise  since  its  inception,  and  has  otii- 
ciated  as  its  Secretary  for  the  past  two  years. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Morton  took  place  June  21 , 
1871,  to  Carrie  Heath,  of  Benton  Harbor,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Salmon  F.  and  Julia  Heath,  residents  of  this 
city.  The  family  residence  is  a  substantial  struc- 
ture, located  amid  beautiful  surroundings.  In  ad- 
dition to  this  home  Mr.  Morton  has  other  extensive 
and  valuable  property  interests,  and  is  the  owner 
of  the  tract  of  land  which  he  has  recently  platted 
in  city  lots,  it  being  known  as  Morton  &  Stevens' 
Second  Addition  to  Benton  Harbor.  In  his  social 
connections  he  affiliates  with  Lake  Shore  Lodge 
No.  298,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican. 


W^  L.  GEORGE,  a  well-known  business  man 
of  Benton  Harbor,  conducted  a  flour- 
ishing boot  and  shoe  establishment  for 
almost  a  score  of  years.  Being  a  gentleman  of 
superior  business  attainments  and  experienced  in 
mercantile  pursuits,  the  methods  he  adopted  com- 
mended him  to  the  favor  and  patronage  of  the 
people  •of  Benton  Harboj;  and  the  surrounding 
country.  In  his  store  was  found  a  large  stock, 
including  in  its  selection  every  grade  and  qual- 
ity of  goods  for  ladies',  men's  or  children's  wear. 
The  owner  of  the  establishment  gave  to  it  his  close 
personal  supervision,  so  that  in  every  detail  the 
business  was  reliable. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  worthj^ 
representative  originated  in  England.  His  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Timothy  George,  was  born  in 
New  Hampshire,  which  State  was  also  the  birth- 
place of  Woodbridge  George,  father  of  our  subject. 
He  was  one  of  the  brave  soldiers  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  also  one  of  the  pioneers  of   St.  Jo- 
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seph,  Mieli.,  where  he  made  settlement  in  1842. 
His  wife  was  Sarah  Farrar,  a  native  of  Jefferson 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter  of  Josiah  Farrar, 
of  Vermont.  The  parental  family  comprised  six 
children,  W.  L.  being  the  third. 

Born  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  June  24,  1829, 
our  subject  gained  a  fundamental  knowledge  of 
the  "three  R's''  in  the  common  schools  of  the  home 
neighborhood.  At  the  age  of  twelve  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  St.  Joseph.  When  fifteen 
years  old  he  went  sailing,  securing  a  position  as 
cook  on  a  vessel  on  Lake  Michigan.  From  that 
humble  position  he  worked  his  way  upward,  and 
was  promoted  through  successive  offices  to  the 
position  of  Captain  of  "The  Mariner,''  a  vessel 
that  plied  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  between 
Chicago,  St.  Joseph  and  Muskegon.  After  ten 
years  of  life  on  the  Lakes,  Capt.  George  retired 
permanently  therefrom. 

Having  been  seized  with  the  "gold  fever,"  our 
subject  went  to  California  in  1851  and  engaged  in 
mining  for  two  years,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Michigan,  with  more  experience,  if  not  more  gold. 
He  owned  land  in  Bainbridge  Township,  Berrien 
Count}',  and  there  he  settled,  entering  upon  the 
routine  of  a  farmer's  life.  His  agricultural  oper- 
ations proved  quite  successful,  and  he  continued 
thus  engaged  until  1867,  when  he  purchased  a 
fruit  farm  near  the  village  of  Benton  Harbor  and, 
locating  on  this  place,  he  embarked  in  the  busi- 
ness of  fruit-growing,  which  he  has  continued  up 
to  the  present  time.  In  1877  he  opened  the  boot 
and  shoe  store  mentioned  above,  and  which  he  has 
recently  sold. 

In  politics  a  stanch  Republican,  Capt.  George 
served  as  Supervisor  of  Benton  Harbor  for  four 
3'ears,  and  is  now  filling  the  position  of  Alderman 
from  the  Second  Ward,  having  been  elected  to 
that  office  in  1893  on  the  Republican  ticket.  So- 
cially, he  is  identified  with  Lake  Shore  Lodge  No. 
298,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Calvin  Brittain  Chapter,  of 
St.  Joc-eph.  On  the  28th  of  August,  1851,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Ravina  Pitcher,  of  Water vliet,  Berrien 
County,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  Pitcher,  who 
removed  from  New  York,  his  native  State,  to  Michi- 
gan in  1844  and  settled  in  Berrien  County.  The 
union  of  the  Captain  and  his  estimable  wife  was 


blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children:  Cora,  who 
married  George  Owen  and  resides  in  Chicago; 
Lina  E.  and  Florence  E.,  who  are  with  their  father. 
The  devoted  wife  and  mother  died  at  the  family 
home  in  Benton  Harbor  December  11,  1887,  leav- 
ing a  void  in  the  family  circle  that  can  never 
be  filled.  The  sweet  and  cheerful  life  she  lived, 
her  constant  interest  in  the  welfare  of  all  around 
her,  her  zeal  that  lost  sight  of  self  in  trying  to 
contribute  to  the  happiness  of  others,  and  her 
lovely  Christian  character,  endeared  her  to  all  who 
knew  her. 


^^>-^^<^ 


ELIJAH  S.  B.  VAIL.  Though  passed  from 
the  scenes  of  his  former  activity,  Mr.  Vail 
still  lives  in  the  hearts  of  the  host  of  warm 
personal  friends  to  whom  he  was  endeared.  His 
demise  was  widely  mourned,  for  he  had  an  exten- 
sive acquaintance  throughout  Berrien  County  and 
was  highly  regarded  as  a  successful  and  public- 
spirited  business  man.  Such  a  life  as  his  may  well 
serve  as  an  example  for  the  young  to  emulate  and 
the  aged  to  admire.  A  brief  review  of  its  most 
salient  features  will  therefore  be  appropriate  in 
this  volume. 

In  the  city  of  New  York  our  subject  was  born 
September  30,  1821.  His  father,  Charles  Vail,  was 
a  native  of  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
the  son  of  Thomas  Vail,  likewise  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State.  The  paternal  ancestors  were  of 
English  birth,  and  members  of  the  family  were 
represented  in  America  during  the  early  Colonial 
days.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  known  in 
maidenhood  as  Nancy  Totten  and  was  also  a  de- 
scendant of  English  ancestors.  Elijah  S.  B.  spent 
the  years  of  his  boyhood  in  New  York  City,  where 
he  was  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  and  acquired 
a  practical  education. 

In  1855  Mr.  Vail  removed  to  Wisconsin,  where 
he  located  in  La  Crosse  and  embarked  in  business 
as  a  real-estate  agent.  He  laid  out  an  addition  to 
the  city  and  in  other  ways  aided  in  promoting  its 
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growth.  In  1864  he  removed  from  La  Crosse  to 
St.  Joseph,  and  here  commenced  in  business  as  a 
fruit-grower.  He  continued  on  the  same  place 
engaged  in  raising  fruit  until  his  death,  March  18, 
1886.  Since  his  demise  his  widow  has  conducted 
the  business  upon  her  property,  and  as  she  possesses 
excellent  judgment  and  energy  she  has  made  a 
success  of  the  undertaking.  She  owns  fifty-three 
acres  and  gives  especial  attention  to  raising  pears, 
peaches  and  berries. 

This  estimable  lady  was  formerly  Miss  Helen  V. 
Russell  and  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Vail  Novem- 
ber 29,  1866.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Rebecca  (Jennings)  Russell,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  New  York  and  early  settlers  of  Berrien 
County.  Mrs.  Vail  was  born  in  St.  Joseph  and  re- 
ceived an  excellent  education  in  the  schools  of  this 
place.  She  is  a  cultured  and  refined  woman.  She 
has  two  sons  and  one  daughter:  Alfred  T.,  resid- 
ing in  Chicago,  and  Grace  and  Paul  R.,  who  re- 
main with  their  mother  at  home.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Vail  was  a  Democrat. 


ON.  P:ZEKIP:L  C.  smith,  in  recording 
the  lives  of  the  pioneers  of  Cass  County, 
and  perpetuating  for  coming  generations 
^  their  useful  and  honorable  examples,  men- 
tion should  be  made  of  Mr.  Smith  and  his  estimable 
wife.  In  the  Pioneers'  Society  they  have  acquired 
considerable  prominence  on  account  of  being  the 
oldest  couple  in  the  organization.  Both  were  born 
in  1811,  and  their  combined  ages  arc  one  hundred 
and  sixty-four  years.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
association  in  1892  they  w^ere  awarded  an  elegant 
clock  as  a  prize  for  being  the  oldest  married  couple 
on  the  grounds. 

Now  a  retired  farmer  residing  on  section  3, 
Howard  Township,  Cass  County,  Mr.  Smith  was 
born  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  ten  miles  south  of 
Buffalo,  June  6,  1811.  His  father,  Amasa  Smith, 
was  born  in  Rhode  Island  in  1774,  whence  he  was 
taken   by  his  parents  to  Vermont  at  the  age  of 


eighteen  months,  and  from  there  he  went  to  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  at  a  date  in  the  settlement  of  that 
country  so  early  that  there  was  only  one  white 
famil}'  in  Buffalo.  He  served  valiantly  in  the 
War  of  1812,  as  did  his  father,  Ezekiel  Smith,  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  The  mother  of  our  subject, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Candace  Brown,  was  born 
in  Rhode  Island  in  1776, and  when  seventeen  years 
of  age  accompanied  her  parents  to  Vermont.  In 
that  State  she  married  Amasa  Smith,  but  shortly 
afterward  removed  to  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1805, 
and  located  ten  miles  south  of  Buffalo. 

Removing  to  Michigan  in  1835,  the  family  lo- 
cated in  Cass  County  and  entered  a  tract  of  Gov- 
ernment land  in  Howard  Township.  During  the 
following  year  the  wife  and  mother  died,  and  the 
bereaved  husband  then  moved  to  Ohio  and  from 
there  to  Iowa,  where  he  died  in  1865,  aged  ninety- 
one  years.  Of  his  nine  children,  seven  grew  to 
manhood  and  womanhood, and  four  are  still  living, 
namely:  Zenas;  Ezekiel,  our  subject;  Lucy,  the 
widow  of  Calvin  Kinney,  of  Minnesota;  and  Sarah, 
the  wife  of  Daniel  Patridge,  of  Iowa.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  sixth  child  and  third  son  in  the  parental 
family.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  place,  receiv- 
ing a  limited  education  in  the  home  schools. 

January  11,  1832,  Mr.  Smith  married  Miss  Laura 
Parmelee,  who  was  born  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y., 
May  29,  1811,  being  the  daughter  of  Lemuel  Par- 
melee. The  latter  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  in 
1780,  and  was  reared  in  Vermont,  being  a  school 
teacher  in  his  youth.  He  also  engaged  for  a  time 
as  a  vocal  teacher.  His  principal  occupation 
throughout  his  entire  active  life  was  that  of  a 
farmer.  He  traced  his  lineage  back  to  three  broth- 
ers who  came  from  Scotland  in  an  early  day  and 
established  homes  in  America.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
Smith  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Brown,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Luther  Brown,  a  native  of 
Vermont.  There  were  eight  children  in  the  Par- 
melee family,  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  Mrs. 
Smith  being  the  second  in  number. 

In  1835  Mr.  Smith  came  to  Cass  County  and 
located  upon  the  farm  where  he  has  since  resided, 
entering  from  the  Government  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  for  which  he  paid  $  1 .25  per  acre.  At  once 
ftfter  settling  here  he  erected  a  log  house,  18:^23 
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feet  in  dimensions,  and  cut  the  logs  used  in  build- 
ing the  cabin.  Tliis  was  well  furnished  for  those 
early  times,  and  C(mtained  the  only  cook  stove  then 
in  the  whole  township.  Mr.  Smith  was  the  fortunate 
owner  of  one  yoke  of  oxen  and  one  cow,  and  also 
had  $15  in  cash.  Nor  was  his  wife  less  industrious 
than  he.  With  deft  fingers  she  made  neat  gar- 
ments for  the  neighbors,  and  in  this  way  was  an 
important  factor  in  the  household  economy.  As 
time  passed  by  they  reaped  the  reward  of  their 
labors  and  gradually  gained  a  goodly  amount  of 
this  world's  riches.  Better  than  that,  they  became 
known  and  loved  as  honorable,  upright,  kind- 
hearted  and  industrious  people,  of  whom  it  could 
truly  be  said  that  the  world  was  better  for  their 
having  lived. 

Two  daughters  and  three  sons  came  to  bless  the 
home,  and  of  this  family  we  note  the  following: 
Ellen  F.,  formerly  a  school  teacher,  is  now  at  home 
with  her  parents;  George  P.,  a  successful  farmer,  is 
engaged  in  cultivating  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Benton  County,  Mo.;  Albert  B.  is  a  farmer 
of  Hall  County, Neb.;  Dr.  Jerome  A.  is  a  practicing 
physician  of  Warren  County,  Tenn.;  and  Julia  L. 
is  the  wife  of  John  J.  Doane,  an  extensive  and 
successful  farmer  of  Newberg  Township,  Cass 
County.  The  farm  belonging  to  our  subject  con- 
sists of  three  hundred  acres,  one  hundred  of 
which  are  in  timber  and  one  hundred  and  twenty 
are  planted  to  grain.  This  large  property  has 
been  accumulated  by  Mr.  Smith  solely  through  his 
own  exertions,  seconded  by  the  active  assistance 
and  sympathetic  help  of  his  good  wife. 

A  Democrat  from  boyhood,  Mr.  Smith  has  served 
as  Justice,  of  the  Peace,  and  was  filling  that  posi- 
tion at  the  time  Michigan  was  admitted  into  the 
Union.  He  was  an  incumbent  of  that  office  for  a 
period  of  thirtj'-six  years,  after  which  his  son 
Jerome  held  the  ofliice  for  four  years,  so  that  the 
same  set  of  books  remained  in  the  house  for  forty 
years.  In  1849  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
State  Legislature  and  served  satisfactorily  and 
eflficiently.  He  was  Supervisor  of  the  township 
for  many  years,  also  filled  the  positions  of  School 
Inspector,  Road  Commissioner,  and  all  town- 
ship oflflces  but  that  of  Clerk.  Notwithstanding 
their  advanced  age,  he  apd  his  wife  are  hale  and 


strong,  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health  and  the 
full  possession  of  their  mental  faculties.  As  will 
be  seen  from  the  above  date  of  marriage,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  passed  their  sixty-first  anniversary 
January  11,  1893. 


4^ 


ILTON  P.  WHITE,  M.  D.,  a  skillful  sur- 
geon and  successful  general  medical  prac- 
titioner of  Dowagiac,  Cass  County,  Mich., 
has  won  a  high  place  in  the  regard  of  the 
community  by  his  constant  and  unflagging  devo- 
tion to  the  duties  of  his  profession.  Our  subject 
began  his  able  career  as  a  physician  in  his  birth- 
place, Volinia  Township,  Cass  County,  Mich., 
where  he  was  born  December  19,  1852.  Dr.  White 
is  of  Southern  descent.  His  father,  John  White, 
was  a  native  of  South  Carolina  and  was  reared 
and  educated  in  the  home  of  his  childhood.  Am- 
bitious and  energetic,  he  came  to  the  North  when 
only  a  young  man  of  eighteen.  Thoroughly  self- 
reliant  and  carefully  trained  into  habits  of  indus- 
trious thrift,  he  was  well  fitted  to  begin  the  daily 
work  of  life.  By  trade  a  blacksmith,  he  engaged 
in  that  occupation  all  his  days,  and  combined  with 
the  work  of  the  anvil  the  labor  of  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  was  one  of  the  most  thorough  and 
practical  farmers  in  his  region  of  the  country.  A 
representative  American  citizen  of  sterling  integ- 
Yity^  he  led  a  life  of  busy  usefulness  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  1865. 

The  mother  of  Dr.  White  was  in  maidenhood 
Miss  Hannah  Baker,  daughter  of  Nathan  Baker,  a 
native  Pennsylvanian  and  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Quaker  sect,  who  brought  his  family  up  in  a 
rigid  observance  of  the  tenets  and  belief  of  that 
religious  denomination.  The  home  of  John  and 
Hannah  (Baker)  White  sheltered  six  sturdy  sons.^  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  youngest  born.  Reared 
in  the  township  of  Volinia,  he  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  of  the  neighborhood  and  there  laid  the 
firm  foundation  of  study  afterward  completed  by 
a  course  of  instruction  in  an  excellent  academy  at 
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Valparaiso.  Supplementing  his  English  education 
in  the  higher  branches  with  a  professional  course 
of  study,  Milton  P.  White  entered  the  medical 
department  of  the  Northwestern  University  at 
Chicago,  and,  graduating  in  1880  in  medicine  and 
surgery,  was  launched  upon  his  career  in  life  as  an 
M.  D.  Returning  to  Wakelee,  about  one  mile  from 
his  birthplace  in  Yolinia  Township,  he  at  once  be- 
gan the  practice  of  medicine  among  the  acquaint- 
ances and  associations  of  youth,  and  for  seven 
years  went  the  professional  rounds,  enduring  the 
hardships  and  discomforts  of  a  country  doctor. 

In  the  fall  of  1886,  Dr.  White  removed  to  Do- 
wagiac,  and  in  the  seven  years  past  has  acquired  a 
large  and  rapidly  extending  practice  and  has  been 
prominently  associated  with  the  social  and  pubHc 
interests  of  his  present  home.  Upon  September  14, 
1881,  Dr.  Milton  White  and  Miss  Rose  E.  Carman, 
of  Schoolcraft,  St.  Joseph  County,  were  united  in 
marriage.  The  accomplished  wife  of  our  subject 
was  one  of  ten  children,  all  of  the  brothers  and  sis- 
ters living  to  adult  age.  Her  father,  W.  P.  Car- 
man, was  a  prosperous  general  agriculturist  and  is 
yet  surviving,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three 
years.  Her  mother,  Mrs.  Lydia  (Townsend)  Car- 
man, is  also  living,  the  venerable  husband  and 
wife  having  spent  fifty-three  years  together.  The 
pleasant  home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  White  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children,  Baker  T.  and 
Ruth  White.  Although  not  activelj'^  interested  in 
politics,  our  subject  is  a  true  American  citizen  and 
ever  casts  his  vote  in  behalf  of  local  and  national 
advancement. 


■  ■g><i">iJ«f   Wii  \m  , 
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ENRY  M.  ZEKIND  was  born  in  Poland  on 
New  Year's  Day,  1835,  and  passed  his 
school  days  in  his  native  country.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  he  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  landing  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  thence  he  traveled  through  several  States. 
For  about  two  years  he  sojo\irned  in  White 
Water,  Wis.     He  then  wept  to  C^-lifornia  and  re- 


mained there  twelve  years,  part  of  the  time  en- 
gaged in  mining,  but  most  of  the  time  in  merchan- 
dising. On  returning  from  California,  he  estab- 
lished a  store  at  Sun  Prairie,  Wis.,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  a  period  of  about  three  years,  meeting 
with  good  success.  In  1869,  he  moved  his  family  to 
St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  where  he  started  a  dry-goods 
store,  under  the  firm  name  of  Phillips  &  Zekind. 
This  connection  continued  for  a  few  years,  and 
later  the  firm  name  became  Zekind  &  Katzenstein, 
Mr.  Phillips  selling  his  interest.  Two  years  after, 
Mr.  Zekind  purchased  his  partner's  interest  and 
continued  the  business  under  the  title  of  H.  M. 
Zekind.  He  remained  thus  occupied  until  his  de- 
mise, which  occurred  on  the  17th  of  February, 
1892. 

A  man  well  known  for  the  honesty  and  integ- 
rity which  characterized  his  transactions,  Mr.  Ze- 
kind, from  a  small  beginning,  built  up  a  large  and 
profitable  business.  In  every  sense  of  the  word  he 
was  a  self-made  man  and  earned  prosperity  by  de- 
serving it.  He  was  justlj^  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  substantial  and  representative  of  the  citizens 
of  St.  Joseph,  and  always  exhibited  a  deep  inter- 
est in  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  the  place. 
His  fellow-citizens  held  him  in  the  highest  esteem 
and  frequently  elected  him  to  positions  of  trust. 
He  served  as  Mayor  of  St.  Joseph  for  one  term, 
and  also  filled  the  position  of  Alderman,  and  while 
the  incumbent  of  these  oflfices  he  rendered  eflficient 
service,  being  instrumental  in  securing  many  mu- 
nicipal improvements. 

in  national  affairs,  Mr.  Zekind  was  in  favor  of 
the  principles  advocated  by  the  Republican  party, 
but  in  local  matters  he  uniformly  sup[)orted  the 
man  whom  he  deemed  best  qualified  for  the  oflfice 
in  question.  His  social  connections  were  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  Occidental  Lodge  No.  56,  of 
which  he  was  Master  for  several  years,  and  was 
Treasurer  of  the  lodge  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  State,  and  was  identified  with  Calvin  Brit- 
tain  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  of  which  he  was  High 
Priest  for  several  years.  The  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  also  counted  him  as  one  of  its  ac- 
tive members.  He  aided  in  the  organization  of 
the  Union  Ranking  Company  of  St.  Joseph  ancj 
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was  one  of  its  Directors  for  many  years  before  his 
deatJi.  A  wide-awake  and  public-spirited  citizen, 
he  look  an  active  part  in  all  enterprises  calculated 
to  benefit  the  city,  and  his  energy  contributed  not 
a  little  to  its  success. 

The  wife  of  Henr}^  M.  Zekied  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Carrie  Silverman  and  was  born  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  a  daughter  of  Sidney  and  Bella  (Fra- 
liech)  Silverman.  She  is  a  lady  of  culture  and 
refinement  and  occupies  the  elegant  residence  erec- 
ted by  her  husband  shortly  before  his  decease. 
Their  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children, 
five  now  living;  Albert  A.,  Bella  R.,  Samuel  M., 
Fannie  and  Sidney.  Samuel  M.,  the  third  in  the 
family,  has  succeeded  to  the  management  of  his 
father's  mercantile  business,  and  through  his  en- 
ergy and  good  judgment  maintains  the  high  char- 
acter of  the  establishment. 


REDERICK  COLLINS,  the  well-known 
dealer  in  real  estate  and  residence  property 
jii  at  St.  Joseph,  was  born  in  Portage  County i 
Ohio,  January  19,  1842.  His  father.  Dr.  Lyman 
Collins,  was  a  native  of  New  York  and  an  early 
settler  of  Ohio,  who  in  1860  came  to  St.  Joseph 
and  engaged  in  fruit-growing.  He  made  a  spec- 
ialty of  raising  peaches  and  was  also  quite  suc- 
cessful with  other  fruits.  A  man  of  great  energy 
and  force  of  character,  he  was  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  best  interests  of  this  city,  and  his 
death,  which  occurred  here  in  1881,  was  deeply 
mourned  by  his  friends  and  associates.  His  wife 
was  known  in  maidenhood  as  Harriet  Whittlesey, 
being  the  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
Comptroller  of  the  United  States  Treasury  during 
the  administration  of  President  Lincoln.  She  was 
born  in  Canfield,  Mahoning  County,  Ohio,  and 
died  at  St.  Joseph  during  the  month  of  December, 
1892. 

The  only  surviving  members  of  the  family  are 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  his  sister,  the  widow 
of  O.  B.  Dickinson.  The  first-named  grew  to 
manhood  in  Portage  County,  Ohio,  where  under 


the  careful  guidance  of  his  parents  he  was  trained 
for  a  position  of  usefulness  and  honor  in  the  bus- 
iness world.  Leaving  the  old  home,  he  sought 
the  city  of  New  York  and  there  secured  a  clerical 
position  in  a  hat  manufactory.  After  sixteen 
years  thus  spent,  on  account  of  ill  health  he  left 
the  city  and  came  West  to  St.  Joseph,  where  he 
purchased  a  fruit  farm  and  engaged  in  the  culti- 
vation of  fruits.  The  change  of  occupation  and 
the  outdoor  exercise  proved  so  beneficial  that  he 
soon  recovered  his  former  physical  health. 

Forming  a  partnership  with  W.  A.  Preston,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Preston  &  Collins,  our  subject 
embarked  ia  the  lumber  business,  and  engaged 
with  considerable  success  in  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  building  material  and  lumber.  In  1891  he 
disposed  of  his  interest  to  Mr.  Preston,  and  since 
that  time  has  devoted  his  attention  and  capital  to 
the  real-estate  business,  in  which  he  has  gained 
prominence  as  well  as  material  success.  He  has 
laid  out  what  is  known  as  the  Preston  &  Collins 
Addition  to  St.  Joseph,  containing  some  of  the 
most  desirable  building  lots  in  the  city.  He  has 
also  platted  another  addition,  known  as  the  Collins 
Addition,  upon  which  he  has  erected  a  number  of 
comfortable  dwellings.  Not  long  ago  he  moved 
into  a  commodious  and  elegantly  furnished  resi- 
dence, fitted  up  in  an  attractive  and  modern  style, 
and  embellished  with  all  the  conveniences  and 
improvements.  Here  he  and  his  wife  are  tran- 
quilly and  happily  passing  their  days,  and  here, 
with  the  most  cordial  hospitality,  they  welcome 
their  many  friends. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Collins  took  place  in  1865, 
and  united  him  with  Miss  Harriet  C,  daughter  of 
William  W.  Whittlesey,  of  Canfield,  Ohio.  One 
daughter,  Ellen  W.,  was  born  to  bless  the  union ; 
at  the  present  time  she  is  a  teacher  in  the  Chicago 
scliools.  She  is  a  well-educated  and  highly  ac- 
complished young  lady,  and  is  a  successful  teacher. 
Mr.  Collins  is  interested  in  educational  matters  and 
has  served  on  the  School  Board  for  some  time.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Water  Commis- 
sioners. In  politics  he  aflSliates  with  the  Repub- 
licans and  advocates  with  enthusiasm  and  fidelity 
the  principles  of  the  party.  Socially,  he  is  identi- 
fied with  Pomona  Lodge  No.  281,  A.  F.  <fc  A.  M. 
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|EUBEN  D.    PARKER,  M.   D.     One  of  the 

^/  loveliest  homes  in  St.  Joseph  is  the  elegant 
■u\\  and  commodious  residence  owned  and  oc- 
)  cnpied  by  Dr.  Parker.  It  is  beautifully 
located  on  the  bluff,  commanding  a  fine  view  of 
the  lake,  and  in  its  interior  appointments,  as  well 
as  its  exterior  appearance,  is  a  model  of  its  kind. 
It  is  a  frame  structure,  of  modern  architecture, 
and  contains  all  the  luxuries  of  a  city  home,  to- 
gether with  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
rural  life.  Surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  ex- 
istence and  ministered  to  by  loving  hands,  the  Doc- 
tor is  passing  the  afternoon  of  his  useful  life 
somewhat  retired  from  the  cares  of  business  and 
professional  work  which  formerly  engaged  his  at- 
tention. 

A  native  of  New  York,  Dr.  Parker  was  born  in 
Lima  Township,  Livingston  Count}^  August  31, 
1821,  the  descendant  of  English  ancestors.  His 
father,  Elisha  B.,  was  born  in  Vermont,  the  son  of 
Joseph  Parker,  and  in  his  youth  learned  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  He  married  Miss  Alice, 
daughter  of  Reuben  Davis,  of  New  York,  and  in 
1829,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  family,  re- 
moved to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Washtenaw 
County,  twelve  miles  from  Ann  Arbor.  He  was  a 
pioneer  of  that  place,  and  remained  one  of  its  in- 
fluential citizens  and  successful  farmers  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1849.  His  wife„  who 
survived  him,  removed  to  Niles,  Berrien  County, 
and  there  passed  away  at  an  advanced  age. 

Our  subject  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth 
among  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, who  comprised  the  parental  family.  He 
passed  his  boyhood  years  on  the  home  farm  and  at- 
tended the  district  schools,  and  also  for  a  time  was 
a  student  in  a  select  school.  Upon  completing  his 
literary  education,  he  commenced  to  read  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  Markham,  of  Plymouth,  Washtenaw 
County,  and  afterward  pursued  his  medical  studies 
under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  Olds,  of  Salem, 
Mich.  He  opened  an  oflfice  and  practiced  for  a 
short  time  in  Washtenaw  County,  and  later  en- 
tered the  Western  Medical  University,  at  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  from  which  institution  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1845. 

Forming  a  partnership    with  Dr.  Mathews,   of 
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Redford,  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  the  young  Doctor 
conducted  a  general  practice  in  that  village  from 
1846  until  1852.  In  the  latter  year  became  to  St. 
Joseph,  and,  opening  an  oflfice,  soon  became  known 
as  a  successful  general  practitioner.  As  a  physi- 
cian he  commanded  the  confidence  of  the  general 
public,  and  also  of  his  professional  brethren.  In 
the  diagnosis  of  cases  he  was  accurate  and  success- 
ful, while  in  their  treatment  he  displayed  to  an 
eminent  degree  the  possession  of  those  qualities 
which  secure  for  a  physician  the  highest  success. 
In  1880  he  retired  from  active  professional  work, 
and  has  since  devoted  his  attention  to  looking  af- 
ter his  extensive  interests.  He  is  the  owner  of 
considerable  valuable  property,  including  a  fine 
farm  near  Benton  Harbor,  and  his  residence  prop- 
erty in  St.  Joseph. 

December  23,  1869,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Miss  Clarinda  Searles  and  Dr.  R.  D.  Parker.  The 
bride  was  the  second  daughter  of  Stephen  Searles, 
a  prominent  citizen  of  St.  Joseph.  She  is  a  lady 
possessing  in  a  rare  degree  the  qualities  of  heart 
and  mind  which  win  and  retain  friends,  and  in 
the  truest  sense  of  the  word  she  has  been  her  hus- 
band's helpmate.  The  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Parker 
have  an  adopted  daughter,  Eflfie  May.  The  Doc- 
tor is  interested  in  all  the  important  issues  of  the 
age,  and  in  his  political  belief  is  a  stanch  advocate 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  served  for  two  years 
as  Trustee  of  St.  Joseph,  and  has  been  chosen  to 
fill  other  important  oflficial  positions. 


^^EORGE  R.  HERKIMER,  M.  D.,  a  practicing 
[l|  physician    and  surgeon    of  Dowagiac,  was 

^^JS  born  in  Niles,  this  State,  on  the  17th  of 
July,  1866.  He  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  fa- 
mous Gen.  Herkimer,  whose  services  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution  have  immortalized  his  name  in 
the  history  of  our  country.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Jacob  Herkimer,  was  born 
and   reared  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  after 
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his  marriage  engaged  in  farming  there.  As  earl}^ 
as  1830  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  thenceforth  his 
life  was  closely  connected  with  the  development 
of  Berrien  County,  where  he  made  settlement. 
Upon  land  entered  from  the  Government  in  Ber- 
trand  Township  he  remained  until  his  death. 

A  native  of  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  Michael 
Herkimer,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  child  of  four 
years  when  he  was  brought  to  Michigan  by  his 
father.  In  Bertrand  Township,  Berrien  County, 
he  passed  his  youthful  days  and  aided  his  father 
in  clearing  the  home  farm.  Early  in  life  he  be- 
came familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits,  and  while 
his  educational  advantages  were  limited,  he  became 
a  w^ell-informed  man,  possessing  intelligent  opin- 
ions upon  the  public  issues  of  the  time.  For  his 
wife  he  chose  Miss  Jane,  daughter  of  Abraham 
Hoag,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Michigan,  who 
came  here  from  Syracuse  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1835. 
After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herkimer  set- 
tled on  the  Herkimer  homestead,  and  there  re- 
mained until  severed  by  death.  The  husband  and 
father  passed  away  in  1880,  and  eleven  years  after 
his  demise  the  widow  came  to  Dowagiac,  where 
she  makes  her  home  with  George  R. 

Of  the  four  children  comprising  the  family 
three  grew  to  maturity,  as  follows:  Julia,  who 
makes  her  home  with  our  subject;  John,  who  cul- 
tivates the  old  home  place;  and  our  subject. 
Walter  is  deceased.  The  father  of  this  family  was 
prominent  in  public  affairs  and  influential  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  held  the  office 
of  Collector  of  the  county,  and  served  as  Super- 
visor and  Clerk  of  his  township  a  number  of  terms. 
In  religious  matters  he  was  interested  and  zealous 
and  was  an  active  member  of  and  liberal  contrib- 
utor to  the  support  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  George  R.  was  reared  on  the  old  home 
place  in  Bertrand  Township  and  was  the  recipient 
of  excellent  educational  advantages.  After  com- 
pleting the  course  of  study  in  the  home  schools,  he 
went  to  Niles  and  from  there  to  Albion  (Mich.) 
College,  where  he  conducted  his  literary  studies 
for  a  period  of  three  years. 

Our  subject  commenced  his  medical  studies  un- 
der the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  M.N.  Avery, of  Niles, 
and  somewhat  later  entered  the  medical  depart- 


ment of  the  State  University  of  Ann  Arbor,  where 
he  remained  for  two  years.  He  was  graduated 
from  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  at  Chicago 
in  1890  and  immediately  afterward  came  to  Do- 
wagiac, where  he  has  since  conducted  a  general 
practice.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  National 
Union,  the  Order  of  the  Maccabees  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  In  his  political  affiliations  he 
is  a  Democrat.  His  office  is  located  in  the  Lee 
Block,  where  he  has  a  pleasant  suite  of  rooms,  well 
equipped  with  surgi(^al  instruments  and  the  appa- 
ratus necessary  for  professional  use.  He  estab- 
lished a  home  of  his  own  in  1891,  at  which  time 
he  married  Miss  Carrie,  daughter  of  W.  N.  Frost, 
a  retired  farmer  residing  in  Dowagiac. 


1^-i^^ 
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S~ 


^|l  LLEN  BRUNSON,  a  member  of  the  well- 
Ol  known  firm  of  Llovey  tfc  Brunson,  pro[)rie- 
Ifi  tors  of  a  carriage  repository  and  dealers 
in  horse-furnishing  goods  and  agricultuial 
implements  at  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  is  a  native 
of  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  born  October  21,  1837. 
His  father,  Sterne  Brunson,  was  originally  from 
the  Empire  State,  born  m  Cayuga  County,  but  was 
a  pioneer  of  Indiana,  purchasing  Government  land 
within  two  miles  of  the  present  city  of  Elkhart. 

In  the  year  1857  Sterne  Brunson  and  famil}^ 
moved  to  Benton  Harbor,  where  he  pui-chased  about 
two  hundred  acres  of  good  land,  which  is  now  the 
site  of  Benton  Harbor.  He  was  instrumental  in 
projecting  the  building  of  the  Benton  Harbor 
Canal,  which  was  named  Brunson  Harbor,  and 
which  afterward,  after  many  local  fights  and  Leg- 
islative acts,  with  much  cost  to  Mr.  Brunson,  was 
changed  to  Benton  Harbor.  He  was  a  very  pub- 
lic-spirited man  and  took  a  prominent  and  sub- 
tantial  part  in  the  development  and  improvement 
of  Benton  Harbor.  The  canal,  which  has  been  of 
inestimable  value  to  Benton  Harbor,  was  his  idea 
principally,  and  his  means  were  liberally  advanced 
to  get  it  in  its  present  condition.     Fo^  some  time 
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Mr.  Brunsoii  was  associated  with  Martin  Green, 
who  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  hira  in  all 
enterprises  for  the  improvement  of  the  city.  Mr. 
Brunson  was  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  Benton 
Harbor,  and  in  his  death,  which  occurred  in  April, 
1876,  the  city  lost  one  of  its  most  influential  citi- 
zens. Honored  and  respected  by  all,  he  left  a  host 
of  warm  friends. 

Mrs.  Brunson,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah 
Shank,  was  born  in  the  Keystone  State,  but  when  a 
girl  went  with  her  parents  to  Indiana.  Later,  she 
came  to  Benton  Harbor,  and  there  the  closing  scenes 
of  her  life  were  passed,  her  death  occurring  in 
1879.  Five  children  were  born  to  her  marriage, 
four  sons  and  a  daughter.  Allen  Brunson,  the 
fourth  child  in  order  of  birth,  passed  his  youth  in 
Elkhart,  Ind.,  and  secured  a  good  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  After  removing  with 
his  parents  to  Benton  Harbor,  h(^  was  for  a  time 
engaged  in  fruit- raising,  but  he  subsequently  laid 
out  in  lots  the  land  his  father  had  purchased,  and 
sold  several  acres  of  this. 

In  1862  he  formed  a  partnership  with  J.  L. 
Winans  and  engaged  in  the  hardware  business,  the 
firm  being  known  as  Brunson  &  Winans.  A  few 
years  later  Mr.  Winans  sold  his  interest  to  Guy 
Johnson,  father-in-law  of  our  subject,  and  the  firm 
title  was  changed  to  Brunson  &  Johnson,  thus  con- 
tinuing for  several  years.  After  quitting  the  bus- 
iness, Mr.  Brunson  turned  his  attention  to  farming 
and  followed  this  successfully  for  five  years.  In 
1892  he  formed  a  partnership  with  William  C. 
Hovey,  under  the  firm  name  of  Hovey  &  Brunson, 
and  they  are  dealing  quite  extensively  in  horse- 
furnishing  goods  and  agricultural  implements, 
etc.,  beside  which  they  have  a  carriage  depository. 
Their  place  of  business  is  in  Oakwood  Block,  on 
Pipestone  Street,  and  being  men  of  energy  and 
integrity,  they  are  extremely  popular  in  trade  cir- 
cles. Mr.  Brunson  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  the  building  up  of  the  town  and  has  been,  and 
is,  a  liberal  contributor  to  all  laudable  enterprises. 

February  1,  1858,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Mellissa  Johnson,  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  and  the 
daughter  of  Guy  Johnson.  One  child  has  been 
born  to  this  union,  Ida,  who  is  the  wife  of  Mark 
Wood.     A  Republican  in  his  political  views,  Mr. 


Brunson  has  ever  advocated  tiie  principles  of  that 
party.  He  served  one  term  as  Alderman  and  has 
held  other  positions  of  note.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, and  is  the  only  surviving  charter  member  in 
this  vicinity  of  Benton  Harbor  Lodge  No.  132,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M. 


D.  TOMPKINS,  M.  D.,  an  able  and  widely 
known  physician,  located  in  Cassopolis, 
Cass  Gount}^  since  1848,  and  who  has  for 
fifty-three  years  constantly  continued  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  the  same  part  of  Michigan, 
may  with  truth  be  numbered  among  the  faithful 
medical  pioneers  of  the  State.  Dr.  Tompkins,  who 
is  to-day  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  re- 
garded practitioners  of  Cass  County,  was  born  in 
Litchfield,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  February  15, 
1817.  He  was  a  son  of  Elijah  and  Minerva  (Bar- 
ber) Tompkins,  who  removed  with  their  family 
from  the  Empire  State  to  Ohio  in  1832.  The  par- 
ents made  their  permanent  home  in  the  Buckeye 
State  and  gave  to  their  children  all  the  benefits  of 
an  education  which  their  means  afforded.  Our  sub- 
ject, having  completed  his  course  of  studies  in  the 
higher  branches  of  an  English  education,  decided 
to  adopt  a  profession,  and  began  to  read  medicine 
in  Portage  County,  Ohio,  in  1837,  giving  his  en- 
tire time  for  three  years  to  the  preparation  for 
his  future  responsible  duties  as  a  physician. 

Dr.  Tompkins  began  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  Ohio,  when  only  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and, 
enjoying  success,  remained  in  his  first  location  for 
four  years,  then  moved  to  Logan  County,  Ohio, 
and  there  practiced  his  profession  four  years.  He 
finally  decided  to  make  a  change  of  residence,  and 
journeying  to  the  farther  West  came  to  Cassopolis, 
where  he  was  cordially  received  and  soon  entered 
into  a  prosperous  and  rapidly  extending  field  of 
labor.  As  a  familj^  friend  and  physician  he  was 
welcomed  into   the   homes  of  the   early  settlers, 
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who  appreciated  his  unwearied  and  valuable  serv- 
ice, cheerfully  given  alike  in  pleasant  and  stormy 
weather.  Our  subject  availed  himself  of  the  ben- 
efit of  a  course  of  lectures  in  Rush  Medical  Col- 
lege and  graduated  from  this  institution  in  1852. 
He  has  kept  himself  abreast  with  all  the  progress- 
ive methods  of  the  day,  and  throughout  his  long 
professional  career  has  been  more  than  ordinarily 
successful,  winning  his  way  upward  to  a  practice 
second  to  none  in  Cass  County. 

During  the  Civil  War,  Dr.  Tompkins,  in  the 
month  of  August,  1862,  enlisted  as  Assistant  Sur- 
geon of  the  Nineteenth  Michigan  Regiment,  and 
remained  in  the  service  until  1863,  when  he  was 
forced  to  resign  on  account  of  ill  health,  and, 
having  returned  to  his  home  and  recuperated, 
again  resumed  his  former  practice.  Our  subject 
is  fraternally  associated  with  the  Ancient  Free  & 
Accepted  Masons  and  is  a  valued  member  of  Backus 
Lodge  and  is  also  connected  with  Kingsbury  Chap- 
ter. For  many  years  Dr.  Tompkins  was  a  stal- 
wart Republican  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Presi- 
dent for  William  Henry  Harrison.  Since  the 
Hayes  administration  our  subject  has  identified 
himself  with  the  "Party  of  the  People,*'  and  is  a 
stanch  defender  of  the  principles  of  true  Dem- 
ocracy. Aside  from  all  political  preferences,  Dr. 
Tompkins  is  thoroughly  public-spirited  and,  a 
leading  citizen  of  Cassopolis,  has  with  earnest 
effort  given  valuable  assistance  in  the  forwarding 
and  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of  Cass  County. 
A  friend  to  educational  advancement  and  local 
enterprise,  he  has  worthily  done  his  part  as  an 
early  settler  of  the  State,  and  may  with  satisfaction 
review  his  record  as  a  neighbor,  friend,  citizen  and 
physician. 


^m^^m 


DGAR  H.  FERGUSON,  senior  member   of 
the  firm  of  Ferguson  &  McCord,  manufac- 

'  turers  of  building  brick  and  tile  at  Benton 

Harbor,  is  one  of  the  young  business  men   of  the 
city,  who,  while  securing  a  competency  for  him- 


self, has  also  materially  aided  in  promoting  the 
growth  and  developing  the  resources  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State.  He  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  and 
was  born  in  Lenawee  County,  January  10,  1853, 
being  the  son  of  Henry  and  Lydia  (Dennison) 
Ferguson.  The  father  was  a  native  of  P^ssex 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  an  early  day  accom[)anied 
his  parents  to  Michigan,  where  he  died  in  Berrien 
County  in  1892.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Henry 
Ferguson,  was  born  in  New  York,  and  died  in 
Lenawee  County,  Mich.;  the  maternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  Stephen  A.  Dennison,  was  also  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  died  in  Michigan 
in  1878. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  Lenawee  County,  Micij., 
where  he  was  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  entered  the  Adrian 
Business  College,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  1871.  Thus  well  equipped  for  the 
active  labors  of  life  by  the  training  he  had  re- 
ceived both  at  liome  and  in  school,  he  entered 
upon  a  commercial  career.  For  eight  years  he  en- 
gaged in  the  buying  and  shipping  of  stock  from 
Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  to  Chicago,  meeting  with 
considerable  success  in  that  undertaking.  In 
1881  he  came  to  Benton  Harbor,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  brick  in  partnership 
with  O.  D.  Dennison.  Four  years  after  the  incep- 
tion of  the  business,  our  subject  purchased  his 
partner's  interest,  and  in  1885  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Seely  McCord,  which  still  exists. 

The  firm  of  Ferguson  &  McCord  is  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  in  southwestern  Michigan,  and 
engages  extensively  in  the  manufacture  of  build- 
ing brick  and  tile,  Mr.  Ferguson  being  the  General 
Manager,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  company. 
It  is  largely  due  to  his  energy  and  tireless  exer- 
tions that  the  establishment  has  won  the  enviable 
reputation  that  it  possesses  among  other  manufac- 
turing corporations.  While  his  business  interests 
demand  close  attention  on  his  part,  he  neverthe- 
less is  actively  interested  in  public  affairs,  and,  po- 
litically, adheres  with  energy  and  enthusiasm  to 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  His  fel- 
low-citizens have  frequently  elected  him  to  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  honor,  ir\  all  of  whWU  he  has 
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served  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  In 
1891  he  was  elected  Alderman  of  the  city  from 
the  Fourth  Ward,  and  in  tliat  office  was  able  to 
render  efficient  services  in  behalf  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen. 

April  29,  1875,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Edgar 
H.  Ferguson  to  Miss  M.  Juliett  Cole,  who  at  that 
time  resided  in  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  S.  B.  Cole,  also  a  native  of  Lenawee 
County,  Mich.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson  are  the 
parents  of  three  sons,  whose  names  are  Lynn  A., 
Harry  M.  and  Carlton  E.  The  family  residence  is 
a  neat  and  comfortable  house  located  on-  Stevens 
Avenue  and  Territorial  Street.  In  his  social  con- 
nections, Mr.  Ferguson  is  identified  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Rojal  Arcanum,  being 
prominently  identified  with  both  these  organiza- 
tions. Mrs.  Ferguson  is  a  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Church. 


<|  j^ILLIAM  CONRADT.  One  of  the  best  im- 
\/\///  W^^^^  farms  in  Berrien  County  is  located 
^/\f/  in  Buchanan  Township  and  comprises  two 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  acres,  all  under  splen- 
did cultivation  with  the  exception  of  fifty-eight 
acres.  The  place  is  embellished  with  substantial 
structures,  each  admirably  adapted  to  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  intended.  The  improvements 
noticeable  are  the  result  of  energy  and  indus- 
try on  the  part  of  the  owner,  Mr.  Conradt,  who 
for  many  years  made  his  home  on  this  farm.  In 
1893,  however,  he  came  to  Buchanan  and  now  re- 
sides in  this  village.  He  still  gives  his  personal 
attention  to  the  management  of  the  place,  and  su- 
perintends it  with  the  skill  and  discretion  which 
have  always  characterized  his  efforts. 

A  native  of  Germany,  Mr.  Conradt  was  born 
near  Stuttgart,  Wurtemberg,  May  26,  1843.  His 
father,  Andrew  Conradt,  was  likewise  born  in 
Wurtemberg,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
Upon  coming   to  America  in    1846,  he  located  in 


Buchanan  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and 
after  operating  as  a  renter  for  a  time,  purchased  a 
farm  on  section  20.  There  he  remained  until  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  His  wife, 
whom  he  had  married  in  Germany,  was  Freder- 
icka  Hagley  in  her  maidenhood,  and  she  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-four.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living, 
our  subject  being  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth. 

At  the  age  of  three  years  William  Conradt  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  America,  and  grew  to 
manhood  in  Buchanan  Township  Berrien  County. 
His  father  being  a  poor  man,  he  was  obliged  to 
aid  in  the  support  of  the  family,  and  his  educa- 
tional advantages  were  very  meagre.  Their  first 
house  was  made  with  poles  and  covered  with  bark. 
He  assisted  in  clearing  the  home  farm  and  early 
became  familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits.  Soon 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  war  he  enlisted  as  a 
member  of  Company  K,  Twenty-fifth  Michigan 
Infantr3%  and  was  ordered  to  the  front  in  1862. 
He  participated  in  many  of  the  hard-fought  bat- 
tles of  the  war  and  served  with  valor  and  fearless 
loyalty  to  the  cause  of  the  Union.  His  service 
covered  a  period  of  three  years,  lacking  one 
month,  and  while  he  fortunately  escaped  any  seri- 
ous injuries,  he  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  left 
hand  by  a  minie-ball  at  the  engagement  near 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  Ga.  At  the  close  of  hostili- 
ties, in  July,  1865,  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Jackson,  Mich.,  and  was  mustered  out  of  service  at 
the  same  place.  During  part  of  his  term  of  ser- 
vice they  were  obliged  to  live  upon  corn  in  the 
ear,  with  scarcely  any  other  provisions. 

Returning  to  Buchanan  Township,  Mr.  Conradt 
resumed  his  farming  duties,  and  soon  afterward 
took  unto  himself  a  helpmate.  In  1866  he  mar- 
ried Fredericka  Hagley,  a  native  of  Germany,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  the  following-named 
children:  Alfred,  William  J.,  Jacob  F.  and  Ida 
(deceased).  Alma  and  Andrew  M.  The  second 
marriage  of  Mr.  Conradt  took  place  in  1881  and 
united  him  with  Miss  Amanda  Andre,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  four  children,  whose  names  are:  Mary, 
Emma  M.,  Jay  A.  and  Clem  C.  From  the  time  of 
his  return  from   the  war   until    1893,  Mr.  Conradt 
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has  continuously  resided  upon  his  farm  in  Buch- 
anan Township,  with  the  exception  of  four  months 
spent  in  California. 

In  religious  work  Mr.  Conradt  maintains  an  un- 
interrupted interest  and  is  identified  with  the 
Evangelical  Association,  being  one  of  its  Trustees 
and  having  formerly  served  as  Superintendent  of 
its  Sunday-school.  In  his  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican and  has  filled  the  position  of  Pathmaster  of 
Buchanan  Township.  In  regard  to  social  connec- 
tions he  is  actively  associated  with  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  being  a  member  of  William 
Perrett  Post  No.  22,  G.  A.  R. 


-^--^^>^<^ 


JOSEPH  BOWMAN.  Although  a  number  of 
years  have  passed  away  since  Mr.  Bowman 
departed  this  life,  he  still  lives  in  the  hearts 
of  many  friends  to  whom  he  was  endeared. 
Not  only  in  Benton  Harbor,  of  which  he  was  a  resi- 
dent, but  throughout  the  entire  county  of  Berrien, 
he  had  a  reputation  for  probity,  honor  and  indus- 
try equalled  by  few  and  excelled  by  none.  The 
record  of  his  life,  of  his  patient  perseverance  in 
spite  of  obstacles  and  his  unwearied  energy  in  his 
chosen  vocation,  may  serve  to  stimulate  those  to 
whom  the  path  of  life  has  presented  more  thorns 
than  roses. 

Canada  has  contributed  its  quota  to  the  intelli- 
gent citizenship  of  our  nation,  and  among  the 
natives  of  the  Queen  *s  Dominion  who  have  sought 
homes  in  the  United  States  may  be  mentioned  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  in  Ontario  in 
1811.  His  father.  Christian  Bowman,  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  in  esLr]y  life  removed  to 
Canada  and  married  a  Miss  Weaver.  Joseph  Bow- 
man was  reared  in  Ontario,  receiving  a  common- 
school  education  and  gaining  a  practical  knowl- 
edge of  the  duties  of  agricultural  life.  When 
choosing  a  trade,  he  decided  upon  carpentry,  and 
served  an  apprenticeship  at  that  trade,  which  he 
followed  with  success. 

In  1860  Mr.  Bowman  came  to  Benton   Harbor 


and  erected  a  number  of  the  first  buildings  in  the 
village,  some  of  which  still  stand.  He  did  an  ex- 
tensive business  in  contracting  and  building,  and, 
being  successful,  accumulated  a  considerable  amount 
of  this  world's  goods.  Nor  was  his  success  merelj^ 
a  financial  one,  for  in  addition  to  money  he  gained 
the  good-will  of  his  associates  and  won  a  high 
place  in  the  regard  of  his  large  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances. Politically,  he  was  a  Republican,  outspoken 
in  his  views,  but  he  was  not  solicitous  for  oflficial 
honors,  preferring  the  quietude  of  domestic  life, 
unharassed  by  public  duties.  Sociall^^,  he  was 
identified  with  Benton  Lodge  No.  132,  L  O.  O.  F. 
The  marriage  of  Mr.  Bowman  to  Miss  Sarah 
Richmond  took  place  April  18,  1849.  Mrs.  Bow- 
man is  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Lavina 
(Marselle)  Richmond,  natives  of  New  York,  where 
she  was  also  born.  The  union  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  one  son  and  one  daughter,  Charles  E.  and 
Addie  L.,  both  of  whom  reside  in  Benton  Harbor. 
The  family  was  deeply  bereaved  by  the  death  of 
the  husband  and  father,  which  occurred  at  the 
home  on  Brittain  Avenue  on  July  18,  1884. 


JAMES  M.  TRUITT.  An  influential  position 
among  the  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of 
Cass  County  is  occupied  by  the  successful 
agriculturist  with  whose  name  we  introduce 
this  sketch,  and  who  is  the  owner  of  fine  farming 
property  located  on  section  15,  Milton  Township. 
He  is  a  native  of  Cass  County,  having  been  born 
in  Milton  Township  April  28,  1837.  In  his  boy- 
hood he  attended  school  taught  in  a  log  house 
near  his  home,  and  passed  his  vacations  in  the 
usual  routine  of  farm  work.  For  three  years  he 
and  his  brother  Henry  ran  a  threshing-machine, 
and  in  1859  he  assumed  the  management  of  the 
old  homestead. 

After  his  marriage,  which  occurred  on  the  22d 
of  April,  1860,  Mr.  Truitt  and  his  young  wife 
commenced  housekeeping  in  what  had  formerly 
been  the  bar-room  of  his  father's  hotel,  a  building 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


239 


of  rude  construction  and  few  conveniences,  which 
still  stands  on  the  farm.  In  1866  he  removed  to 
another  farm  and  for  a  time  enjs^aged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  brick,  some  of  which  may  be  seen  in 
his  substantial,  two-story  residence,  built  at  a  cost 
of  $3,600,  and  containing  eleven  rooms.  After 
completing  his  house,  he  graded  the  lawn  and 
planted  a  number  of  ornamental  trees  and  shrubs, 
thus  adding  to  the  beauty  of  the  place  and 
materially  enhancing  its  value.  At  the  time  he 
located  here,  the  land  yielded  eight  bushels  per 
acre,  but  through  proper  fertilization  and  culti- 
vation, the  same  land  now  yields  an  average  of 
twenty-eight  bushels  an  acre. 

Removing  to  Edwardsburgh  in  1878,  Mr.  Truitt 
engaged  in  the  agricultural  implement  business 
for  four  years,  meanwhile  handling  all  kinds  of 
machines  and  doing  a  profitable  business.  He 
became  identified  with  the  welfare  and  progress  of 
the  village,  being  one  of  its  property  holders  and 
also  a  Director  of  the  Berrien  County  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company.  However,  the  failure 
of  the  Cincinnati,  Wabash  &  Michigan  Railway  to 
pass  through  Edwardsburgh  caused  its  immediate 
decline,  and,  learning  the  road  would  pass  through 
his  farm,  Mr.  Truitt  returned  to  his  former  home 
in  the  country  and  for  a  time  superintended  the 
farm. 

Being  a  strong  working  Democrat,  Mr.  Truitt 
received  the  appointment  of  Deputy  Revenue 
Collector,  Second  Division  of  the  Fourth  District, 
including  eight  counties.  He  occupied  this  posi- 
tion for  four  years,  liis  services  being  entirely  sat- 
isfactory to  the  people.  At  various  times  he  has 
been  engaged  in  different  kinds  of  business,  and 
has  made  a  specialty  of  raising  blooded  horses, 
being  successful  in  this  enterprise  as  in  others  in 
which  he  has  been  interested.  His  farrii  consists 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres,  and  through 
it  passes  the  Michigan  Division  of  the  "Big  Four'' 
Railroad,  with  a  station  about  twenty-five  rods  from 
the  residence,  known  as  Truitt's  Station,  in  honor 
of  our  subject's  father,  who  named  the  township 
Milton,  after  his  native  town  in  Delaware. 

At  the  present  time  Mr.  Truitt  is  officiating  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  wliich  position  he  has  filled 
for  twelve  years.     He  is  a  charter  member  of  the 


Grange  at  Niles,  and  has  been  identified  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  since  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  members 
of  St.  Peter's  Lodge,  at  Edwardsburgh,  and  is  also 
a  Knight  Templar,  holding  membership  with  Niles 
Commandery  No.  12.  He  is  a  charter  member  and 
has  served  as  President  of  the  Patrons  of  Industry 
of  Milton  Township.  Having  been  transferred  to 
the  Alliance,  he  was  elected  President  of  that  or- 
ganization and  is  still  one  of  its  active  members. 

The  lady  who  for  more  than  thirty  years  has 
been  the  devoted  helpmate  of  our  subject  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Margaret  P.  Hicks,  and  was  born 
in  Niles  in  1839.  Her  parents,  John  and  Lettie 
(Nieve)  Hicks,  were  natives  of  England  and  were 
married  in  Niles,  Mrs.  Truitt  being  their  only 
child.  She  was  orphaned  in  infancy  and  was 
reared  by  her  uncle.  Perry  Hicks.  An  amiable 
woman,  she  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  people 
of  the  community,  who  appreciate  and  recognize 
her  many  estimable  qualities. 

We  cannot  close  this  sketch  without  mentioning, 
in  brief,  some  of  the  important  events  in  the  life 
of  Peter  Truitt,  father  of  our  subject,  and  for 
many  years  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in 
Cass  County.  He  was  born  in  Slatter  Neck, 
Sussex  Count}^,  Del.,  February  7,  1801,  and  was  a 
son  of  Langford  and  Esther  A.  (Shockley)  Truitt. 
His  father  being  an  agriculturist,  he  was  reared  on 
a  farm  and  had  few  opportunities  for  self  culture. 
February  25,  1819,  he  married  Mary  Simpler, 
whose  father,  Milby,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  and  the  War  of  1812.  They  had 
five  children:  John  M.,  Elizabeth  C,  Henry  P., 
David  T.  and  Langford.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  in  April,  1828,  and  some  two  years  later  Mr. 
Truitt  married  Isabel,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
McKnitt. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  1831,  Mr.  Truitt,  with  his 
famil}^  arrived  in  the  then  territory  of  Michigan, 
the  journey  by  team  having  occupied  forty-four 
days.  Having  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  near 
the  center  of  the  present  town  of  Milton,  he 
erected  a  double  log  house  on  what  some  three 
years  later  proved  to  be  a  wrong  description  of 
land,  and  learning  that  a  Mr.  O'Dell  had  started 
for  the  land  office  at  Wliite  Pigeon  to  enter  it,  he 
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started  in  the  night  for  the  office  and  had  the  satis- 
faction of  outstripping  his  competitor  and  secur- 
ing the  coveted  prize.  Being  located  on  the  old  De- 
troit and  Chicago  stage  road,  he  soon  commenced 
keeping  a  tavern,  which  became  famous  for  its 
many  comforts.  It  was  called  the  White  Oak  Tav- 
ern, because  of  an  immense  white  oak  tree  that 
threw  its  branches  over  the  house,  as  if  inviting  all 
to  partake  of  the  cheer  to  be  found  therein.  He 
also  filled  the  oflSce  of  Postmaster  at  this  place. 

In  an  early  day  Peter  Truitt  opened  a  store  at 
Bertrand  and  sold  goods  for  a  time,  and  then 
moved  his  stock  to  Milton  Township,  continu- 
ing business  for  two  years  longer.  This  proved 
a  very  disastrous  enterprise,  for  he  lost  so  heavily 
by  the  decline  of  goods  and  "wild-caf  money, 
then  in  circulation,  that  all  his  property  except 
his  land  was  swept  away.  This,  however,  did  not 
discourage  him,  and  he  bravely  set  about  repair- 
ing his  fortune,  and  at  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred December  29,  1881,  lie  possessed  fifteen 
hundred  acres  of  rich  farming  land,  which  was 
divided  up  among  his  seven  heirs.  He  was  a 
shrewd  business  man,  and  his  large  accumulation 
of  property  was  the  result  of  his  industry  and 
perseverance,  combined  with  good  business  judg- 
ment. For  half  a  century  he  lived  on  the  farm  he 
first  selected,  and  not  only  witnessed  but  assisted 
in  transforming  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness 
into  one  of  the  finest  and  most  beautiful  agricul- 
tural districts  in  the  West. 

Politically,  Mr.  Truitt  was  first  a  Whig,  and 
then  a  Republican.  He  held  several  township 
offices,  including  that  of  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age  he  united  with  the 
Methodist  Church  and  was  a  zealous  Christian. 
Before  a  church  building  was  erected  in  this 
county,  religious  services  were  frequently  held  in 
his  house,  which  was  the  home  of  the  ministers. 
When  old  age  and  disease  had  blinded  his  intellect 
so  that  all  things  earthly  had  faded  from  his  mind, 
on  the  subject  of  religion  it  was  as  bright  and 
clear  as  an  oasis  in  a  sandy  desert,  and  so 
remained  until  liis  death.  His  wife,  after  coming 
to  this  county,  united  with  the  Methodist  Church 
when  it  had  but  ten  members.  By  his  second  wife, 
who  died  about  1834,  he  had  two  children:    Mary 


J.  and  Esther  A.  By  his  third  wife,  who  departed 
this  life  in  1841,  he  became  the  father  of  one  child, 
James  M.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  His  fourth 
wife  was  Mrs.  Sarah  (McKnitt)  Lane,  their  union 
being  a  childless  one. 


^^EORGE  E.  BEDFORD.  Energy  and  vigi- 
fl(  (^w^  lance  are  among  the  essential  qualifications 
^^Jj  for  a  successful  agriculturist,  and  few  men 
possess  these  good  points  in  as  great  a  degree  as 
George  E.  Bedford,  who  now  has  a  charming  rural 
home  on  section  28,  Silver  Creek  Township,  Cass 
County,  Mich.  His  estate  now  includes  three 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  most  of  it  im- 
proved with  buildings  of  the  best  construction  and 
modern  design.  He  is  a  son  of  the  P^mpire  State, 
and  is  of  English  ancestry  on  the  father's  side,  de- 
riving much  of  his  energy  and  foresight  from  that 
source.  He  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  Febru- 
ary 5,  1837,  to  the  marriage  of  George  and  Ann 
(Smith)  Bedford. 

The  elder  Mr.  Bedford  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his 
native  country,  and  early  in  life  became  familiar 
with  all  the  duties  required  on  the  same.  He  was 
left  fatherless  when  but  a  boy,  but  after  his  mother 
married  again  young  Bedford  found  his  stepfather, 
who  was  an  overseer  on  a  large  farm,  one  of  the 
best  of  men.  His  own  father  had  been  an  English 
soldier  and  was  present  at  the  siege  of  Gibraltar. 
George  Bedford,  Sr.,  made  his  home  with  his 
mother  until  he  had  reached  mature  years,  but  at 
an  early  age  began  life's  battles  for  himself.  As 
might  naturally  be  supposed,  he  began  his  career  as 
an  agriculturist,  and  that  continued  to  be  his  chief 
calling  in  life. 

After  his  marriage  to  Miss  Ann  Smith,  which 
occurred  in  his  native  country,  he  took  passage  for 
America  and  reached  this  country  without  disaster 
in  the  fall  of  1835.  Being  without  means  and  a 
stranger  in  a  strange  land,  he  went  immediately 
to  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and  in  Onondaga  County 
found  work  as  a  farmer  and  gardener  for  about  six 
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3' ears.  Tempted  by  the  rich  promises  held  out 
by  the  then  new  State  of  Michigan,  he  moved  his 
family  there  in  the  fall  of  1841,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of 
Silver  Creek  Township,  Cass  County.  All  his  life 
was  spent  in  the  peaceful  pursuit  of  farming,  and 
he  was  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
county. 

The  eight  children  born  to  his  marriage  were 
in  the  order  of  their  births  as  follows:  George 
E.,  our  subject;  Hattie,  wife  of  John  Williams; 
Mariah,  wife  of  Gilbert  Conklin;  John;  Martha, 
wife  of  George  Hawks;  Edith,  wife  of  Michael 
Garret;  Jane,  now  deceased,  the  wife  of  John 
Hawks;  and  Alice,  wife  of  Charles  Conklin.  The 
parents  of  these  children  were  consistent  members 
of  the  Methodist  P^piscopal  Church  and  all  their 
lives  contributed  generously  to  its  support.  He 
died  on  the  28th  of  P'ebruary,  1889,  and  she  too 
passed  away  a  few  days  later. 

George  E.  Bedford  received  his  scholastic  train- 
ing in  the  district  schools  of  Cass  County,  and  as 
he  was  but  four  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
settled  in  Michigan,  all  his  recollections  are  of  this 
State.  He  remembers  distinctly  the  primitive  log 
house  in  which  his  parents  first  settled,  and  how- 
wild  and  unbroken  the  country  was  at  that  time. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  until  their  deaths, 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  an  excellent  farm.  He 
has  never  married.     In   politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 


t-^i^ 


^  i    t  I  t^ 


^IMEON  BELKNAP,  M.  D.,  of  Niles,  was 
born  in  the  village  of  Barnard,  Windsor 
/J)  County,  Vt.,  October  16, 1837.  His  ances- 
tors on  the  paternal  side  emigrated  from 
England  to  America  at  an  early  period  in  the 
history  of  the  Colonies,  and  made  settlement  in 
the  Green  Mountain  State,  where  our  subject's 
father,  Seymour,  and  his  grandfather,  Simeon, 
opened  their  eyes  to  the  light  of  day.  The  mother 
ot  our  subject  was  Lydia,  daughter  of  Sylvanus 
Campbell,  and  a  native  of  Vermont,  her  ancestors 
being  of  Scotch  origin. 


The  Doctor's  early  boyhood  days  were  passed  in 
the  Green  Mountain  State,  and  he  fitted  himself  for 
college  in  the  school  at  Newbury,  Vt.  At  the 
conclusion  of  his  literary  studies,  he  entered  upon 
the  study  of  medicine,  which  he  carried  on  under 
the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  Huntington,  of  Roches- 
ter, Vt.  At  a  somewhat  later  period  he  became  a 
student  in  the  medical  department  of  the  State 
University  of  Vermont,  from  which  institution  he 
was  graduated  in  June  of  1860,  afterward  spend- 
ing one  year  in  hospitals  in  Boston,  Mass.  Open- 
ing an  office  at  Rochester,  Vt.,  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  that  village,  forming 
a  partnership  with  Dr.  W.  M.  Huntington,  his 
preceptor,  and  gradually  gaining  a  large  and 
profitable  practice. 

In  1873  the  Doctor  located  in  Niles,  which  he 
believed  offered  a  favorable  opening  for  a  physi- 
cian. Subsequent  events  justified  his  decision 
and  proved  the  wisdom  of  his  opinion,  for  he  soon 
was  in  command  of  as  much  practice  as  he  could 
give  his  personal  attention  to.  Eor  eleven  years 
he  was  in  partnership  with  the  late  Dr.  E.  J.  Bo- 
nine,  the  firm  title  being  Bonine  &  Belknap.  Some 
two  years  previous  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Bonine, 
our  subject  formed  a  partnership  with  his  son, 
Fred  R.  Belknap.  To  his  profession  he  brings  the 
stores  of  a  well-trained  mind,  great  physical  en- 
durance, and  abilities  of  an  unusually  high  order. 
It  is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  he  has  attained 
success,  and  that  through  his  own  tireless  exer- 
tions, unaided  either  by  circumstances  or  influen- 
tial friends,  he  has  gained  a  place  among  the  fore- 
most practitioners  of  southwestern  Michigan. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Belknap  occurred  in  1862, 
and  united  him  with  Miss  Addie  M.  Rice,  who  at 
that  time  was  a  resident  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  al- 
though Vermont  was  her  native  home.  Her  fa- 
ther, Uriah  Rice,  was  a  prominent  man  in  Cincin- 
nati, and  for  seventeen  years  filled  the  position  of 
Superintendent  of  Schools  of  thatcitj-.  The  Doc- 
tor and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  sons,  Fred 
Rice  and  Simeon,  Jr.  The  first-named  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Bellevue  Hospital  College,  New  York,  and 
after  completing  his  medical  studies  he  spent  one 
year  in  Berlin,  London  and  other  European  cities, 
where  he  had  the  advantages  of  study  under  the 
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most  eminent  physicians  and  suro^eons  of  this  cen- 
tury. In  his  social  connections,  our  subject  is 
prominently  identified  with  St.  Joseph  Valley 
Lodge  No.  4,  A.  F.  &,  A.  M.,  in  which  he  is  an  active 
worker.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  since  1865;  of  the  Michigan 
Medical  Society  since  1877;  of  Kalamazoo  Acad- 
emy of  Medicine  since  1880;  also  of  the  Pan 
American  Medical  Congress.  He  has  been  United 
States  Pension  Examining  Surgeon  for  fifteen  years, 
and  is  now  Secretary  of  tiie  Board  at  Niles;  a 
member  of  the  National  Association  of  Railway 
Surgeons;  and  Surgeon  of  the  Michigan  Division 
of  the  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Chicago  &:  St.  Louis 
Railroad. 


\f|ESSE  S.  EAST,  the  owner  of  a  highly  cul- 
I    tivated  farm  situated  within  the  corporate 

ti  limits  of  Buchanan,  was  born  in  Richmond, 
!^  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  June  2,  1829.  The 
ancestry  of  the  family  is  traced  to  England, 
whence  some  of  its  representatives  emigrated  to 
America  in  an  early  day  and  located  in  Virginia. 
In  that  State  Grandfather  William  East  was  born. 
That  State  was  also  the  birthplace  of  James  East, 
father  of  our  subject,  who  removed  thence  to  Ten- 
nessee and  made  settlement  in  Blount  County. 

Anna  Jones  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  mother 
of  our  subject;  she  was  born  in  Tennessee,  and 
removed  thence  in  her  girlhood  to  Richmond, 
Ind.  Her  father,  Jesse  Jones,  was,  it  is  supposed, 
a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  was  of  Welsh  descent. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  Wayne 
County,  Ind.,  where  they  located  on  a  farm  and 
resided  about  seven  years.  Thence  they  came  to 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Cal- 
vin Township,  the  deed  to  which  was  signed  by 
President  Jackson.  On  that  place  the  father  died 
in  1888,  when  in  his  eighty-fourth  year.  The 
wife  and  mother  still  lives  on  the  old  homestead, 
which  she  owns.  Although  now  (1893)  in  her 
eighty-ninth  year,  she  still  retains  full  possession 
of  her  mental  faculties,  and  is  in  fair  health. 


In  the  family  of  James  and  Anna  East  there 
were  four  daughters  and  six  sons.  The  sons  at- 
tained to  manhood,  but  two  of  the  daughters  died 
when  young.  In  this  family  our  subject  is  the 
third  in  order  of  birth.  At  the  age  of  three  years 
he  was  brought  to  Michigan,  where  he  acquired 
his  education  in  the  subscription  schools  of  the 
district.  He  was  about  twenty-one  years  old 
when,  in  1850,  he  married  Anna  B.  Osborn.  This 
lady  is  the  daughter  of  the  well-known  Charles 
Osborn,  who  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  became 
a  preacher  in  the  Society  of  Friends  and  won  re- 
nown as  the  publisher  of  the  first  anti-slavery  pa- 
per in  the  United  States.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
East  was  Hannah  (Swain)  Osborn,  who  was  born 
in  Tennessee.  Mr.  Osborn  was  twice  married,  be- 
coming the  father  of  eight  children  by  his  first, 
and  nine  children  by  his  second  union,  and  of 
that  number  Anna  B.  was  the  youngest.  One  of 
her  nephews  is  ten  years  older  than  she,  and  oth- 
ers are  about  her  own  age. 

Immediately  following  his  marriage,  our  subject 
located  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  cultivated  a 
farm  in  Calvin  Township.  Afterward  he  removed 
toVandalia,  in  the  same  county,  and  engaged  in 
the  milling  business,  being  for  a  time  employed  on 
a  salary  and  later  becoming  one  of  the  proprietors. 
Upon  moving  to  Niles,  Mich.,  in  1868,  he  found 
employment  in  a  flouring-mill.  Returning  to 
Cass  County  in  1884,  he  bought  a  farm  and  cul- 
tivated it  for  six  months,  when  he  removed  to 
Vandalia,  in  the  same  county,  and  resided  in  that 
village  for  two  years.  He  came  to  Buchanan  in 
1887  and  bought  the  sixteen-acre  tract  where  he 
now  lives.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of 
three  sons;  Charles  A.,  James  F.  and  William  W., 
the  two  first-named  residing  in  Buchanan,  and  the 
latter  being  in  business  in  Chicago. 

In  addition  to  the  property  which  he  occupies, 
Mr.  East  owns  a  substantial  and  commodious  resi- 
dence in  Buchanan,  and  has  money  loaned  at  in- 
terest. His  financial  position,  therefore,  is  one  of 
independence  and  importance.  In  his  social  affili- 
ations, he  is  a  Mason,  and  is  identified  with  the 
Blue  Lodge  in  Cass  County.  While  he  is  not  a 
member  of  any  religious  organization,  he  is  gen- 
erous in  his  support  of  denominational* work,  and 
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contributes  liberally  to  the  various  enterprises  orig- 
inated by  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  politics, 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  as  Township 
Treasurer  and  School  Director  in  Cass  County. 


y'^?ILLIAM  R.  ROUGH.  One  of  the  best- 
known  and  most  prosperous  of  the  manu- 
,,  ^,  facturing  firms  of  Berrien  County  is  that 
of  Rough  Bros.,  of  which  William  R.  and  Solomon 
Rough  are  the  individual  members.  The  promi- 
nence attained  by  their  wagon  works  among  the 
business  enterprises  of  Buchanan  is  due  in  a  large 
measure  to  the  perfect  system  with  which  they 
conduct  business  and  their  excellent  judgment. 
Since  the  inception  of  the  enterprise  in  1879,  the 
firm  has  enjoyed  a  steady  increase  of  trade,  and 
the  merit  of  their  stock  and  the  close  attention 
paid  b}^  them  to  all  details  of  the  business  have 
caused  their  enterprise  to  become  a  successful  one. 

The  senior  member  of  the  firm  is  a  native  of 
Juniata  County,  Pa.,  and  was  born  on  the  8th  of 
December,  1832.  His  father,  David,  and  his  grand- 
father, John  Rough,  were  also  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  latter,  who  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, came  to  Berrien  County  in  1848,  and 
located  in  Buchanan.  Here  he  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Anna  Rhoads  and  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, of  German  descent.  They  were  the  parents 
of  five  children,  namely:  William  R.,  of  this  sketch; 
Solomon;  George  H.;  Sarah,  wife  of  Peter  Womer; 
and  Eliza,  Mrs.  A.  C.  House. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Rough  came  to  Berrien  County 
he  was  seventeen  years  old.  He  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  enjoyed  common-school  advantages. 
From  boyhood  he  was  interested  in  farming  and 
made  it  his  occupation  until  1879,  when  he  em- 
barked in  business  as  a  wagon  manufacturer. 
From  the  first,  as  has  already  been  stated,  he  was 
successful  in  his  efforts,  and  now  enjoys  a  well- 
earned  reputation  as  a  prosperous  business  man. 


One  hundred  men  are  given  steady  employment 
in  the  wagon  works,  in  addition  to  which  the 
firm  has  a  large  number  of  traveling  men  through- 
out the  Mississippi  Valley. 

Politically  Mr.  Rough  is  a  Democrat.  He  has 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twenty  years 
and  as  Treasurer  of  Bertrand  Township  for  one 
year.  In  1890  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of 
President  of  the  village  and  was  re-elected  for 
three  consecutive  terms.  Religiously  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Evangelical  Association  in  Buchanan 
and  is  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  church.  His 
proper tj^  interests  are  extensive,  and  he  is  the 
owner  of  considerable  real  estate  in  Berrien 
County.  His  landed  possessions  aggregate  six 
hundred  acres,  all  under  cultivation,  and  sub- 
divided into  farms,  from  the  rental  of  which  he 
derives  a  fair  income. 

In  1853  Mr.  Rough  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Rough 
and  the^^  became  the  parents  of  two  children.  Both 
the  children  and  the  mother  are  deceased.  The 
second  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  Decem- 
ber 8,  1892,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Kate  J. 
Barnhart.  This  estimable  lady  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  was  there  reared  to  womanhood. 
She  is  a  lady  of  great  worth  of  character  and  is 
highly  regarded  by  her  acquaintances. 


-=^-^+^P= 


^^  HESTER  C.  MORTON.  In  all  Cass  County 
[If  ^.^  there  is  perhaps  no  home  more  beautiful 
^^/  than  that  of  Mr.  Morton.  This  rural  abode 
is  i)leasantly  situated  in  Wayne  Township,  and  has 
all  the  accessories  which  can  enhance  the  comforts 
and  heighten  the  pleasures  of  life.  The  homestead 
comprises  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  of  which  two 
hundred  and  fifty  have  been  placed  under  excellent 
cultivation.  The  residence,  a  commodious  struc- 
ture and  comfortably  furnished,  was  erected  in 
1866  at  a  cost  of  14,000  and  contains  all  the  modern 
conveniences. 

The  owner  of  this  pleasant  home  is  a  member  of 
a  family  represented  early  in  the  history  of  Mass- 
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achusetts,  whither  people  by  the  name  of  Morton 
emigrated  as  early  as  1620  and  settled  in  Salem. 
Among  the  descendants  of  those  sturdy  pioneers 
may  be  mentioned  the  names  of  Hon.  Levi  P.  Mor- 
ton, formerly  Vice-President  of  the  United  States; 
Hon.  Marcus  Morton,  ex-Governor  of  Massachu- 
setts; and  J.  Sterling  Morton,  of  Nebraska.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Ambrose  Morton,  was 
born  in  1756  and  served  with  valor  during  the  en- 
tire period  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  followed 
farming  pursuits  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on 
the  8th  of  January,  1832.  His  wife  was  Sarah 
Tollman,  a  member  of  an  old  Puritan  famil}-,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  all  of 
whom  are  now  deceased. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Ambrose  Morton,  was 
a  native  of  Stoughton,  Mass.,  born  August  12, 
1788,  while  his  mother  was  Sarah  Cotton,  who  was 
born  in  Vermont  April  2,  1796,  being  the  daugh- 
ter of  Willard  and  Mercy  A.  (Gallup)  Cotton,  na- 
tives respectively  of  Vermont  and  Connecticut., 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  James- 
ville,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  August  16,  1818, 
and  for  a  time  resided  in  w^hat  was  then  the  town- 
ship of  Pompey,  later  Lafayette  Township.  In 
1836  they  sold  their  farm  with  a  view  to  coming 
to  Michigan,  but  instead  of  doing  so,  bought  a  farm 
in  Onondaga  Township,  Onondaga  County,  where 
they  lived  for  twelve  years.  Finally  they  removed 
to  Skaneateles  Township,  of  the  same  county, 
where  the  father  died  April  8,  1863.  The  mother 
survived  him  many  years,  passing  away  February 
23,  1879.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, eight  of  whom  are  now  living.  At  one  time 
they  were  Universalists  in  their  religious  be- 
lief, but  at  a  revival  conducted  by  Dr.  Newman 
the3'  were  converted  to  the  Methodist  Church. 
Politically,  Mr.  Morton  was  at  first  a  Democrat,  but 
in  later  life  became  an  advocate  of  the  principles 
of  the  Free  Soil  party.  A  man  of  patriotic  nature, 
he  served  with  valor  in  the  War  of  1812. 

In  the  township  of  Pompej^  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  February 
18,  1822.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  the 
home  farm,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  in  Onondaga  Academy.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  years  he  commenced  to  teach  school,  and 


followed  that  profession  for  a  time.  In  1844  he 
came  to  Michigan  and  worked  at  such  occupations 
as  were  open  to  him.  For  two  months  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a  clerk  in  Constantine,  Mich.,  and  as 
soon  as  the  season  opened  he  engaged  to  work  at 
accounts  in  the  mill,  but  after  having  a  hemorrhage 
of  the  lungs,  he  resigned  his  position.  In  1847  he 
took  up  eighty  acres  where  he  now  lives.  The  land 
was  wholly  unimproved  and  consisted  of  timbered 
openings.  Mr.  Morton  at  once  began  the  work  of 
improving  the  place  and  during  the  first  year  he 
resided  there  he  planted  twenty  acres  to  wheat. 
For  a  series  of  winters  he  engaged  in  furnishing 
ties  for  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad,  which  was 
then  being  built  through  Cass  Count}^ 

In  his  farming  operations,  Mr.  Morton  started 
with  wheat  and  corn  and  engaged  in  raising  pigs. 
During  the  late  war  he  seeded  the  land  to  clover 
and  also  for  a  time  raised  sheep.  Later  he  engaged 
in  wheat-raising,  and  afterward  devoted  his  atten- 
tion principally  to  cattle  and  horses.  During  the 
past  few  years  he  has  divided  his  attention  equally 
among  sheep,  swine  and  cattle.  Socially,  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  Patrons  of  Industry  and 
the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  has  served  as  Treasurer 
of  the  County  Alliance,  and  was  the  first  presiding 
officer  in  the  subordinate  lodge  of  the  Patrons  of 
Industry.  Always  taking  a  deep  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters,  he  served  with  efliciency  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board  and  as  Superintendent  of 
the  township  schools.  l\\  politics  a  Democrat  for 
many  years,  he  has  latel3^  identified  himself  with  the 
People's  party,  which  he  aided  in  organizing.  P^or 
ten  years  or  more  he  has  filled  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  He  was  active  in  the  organization 
of  the  Agricultural  Society  at  Dowagiac  and  has 
held  official  positions  in  both  the  county  and  city 
societies. 

January  11,  1849,  Mr.  Morton  married  Miss 
Mary  Ludlow,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  September 
30,  1830.  Her  parents,  Micajah  and  Juliana  (Bar- 
ney) Ludlow,  were  natives  of  New  York  State  and 
became  early  settlers  of  the  Western  Reserve,  Ohio, 
whence  in  1837  they  removed  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled in  Wayne  Township,  Cass  County.  Mrs.  Mor- 
ton was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Ohio 
and  in  the  district  schools  of  Micljigan,  the  near- 
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est  school  being  six  or  seven  miles  from  her  home 
for  a  number  of  years.  Of  the  seven  children  born 
of  this  union,  five  are  now  living,  as  follows:  Mar- 
cus L.,  who  was  born  January  30,  1850,  married 
Parmelia  Kelly,  and  with  his  wife  and  nine  children 
resides  in  Van  Buren  County;  Julia  M.,  who  was 
born  September  29,  1855,  is  the  wife  of  E.  M.  Lud- 
low, of  Harvey,  III.,  and  the  mother  of  five  children  ; 
Carson  D.,  who  was  born  September  24,  1859,  mar- 
ried Mary  G.  McEwen,and  with  his  wife  and  child 
lives  in  Harvey,  III.;  p]dith  May,  who  was  born 
October  2,  1861,  married  Seneca  E.  Gage,  of  Dowa- 
giac,  and  they  have  two  children;  Mary  E.,  born 
April  1,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  S.  P.  Ball,  of  Wayne 
Township,  and  they  arc  the  parents  of  two  children. 


♦^♦: 


^^j^  YRUS  C.  RYTIIER.  In  looking  back  upon 
(if  the  ancestors  of  our  subject,  it  is  found  that 

^^Ji/  he  is  descended  from  sturdy  Welsh  stock,  his 
great-grandfather,  Daniel  Ryther,  having  passed 
his  entire  life  in  Wales.  Daniel  Ryther,  Jr.,  son 
of  the  latter,  was  also  born  in  that  country,  but 
shortly  after  the  Revolutionary  War  he  and  two 
of  his  brothers  crossed  the  ocean  to  America  and 
located  in  the  Old  Bay  State.  There  he  married 
Miss  Mary  McKee.  In  connection  with  the  sad- 
dler's trade  he  also  followed  farming,  and  con- 
tinued the  latter  until  his  death,  he  being  acci- 
dentally killed  by  a  falling  tree.  He  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812. 

His  son,  Elkhanah  Ryther,  was  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  1795,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  that 
State.  F'rom  the  early  age  of  eleven  he  made 
his  own  struggle  for  a  livelihood,  and  when  old 
enough  enlisted  in  the  War  of  1812  as  a  private. 
Although  he  began  earning  his  own  living  at  an 
early  age,  he  remained  under  the  parental  roof  un- 
til after  the  war  and  learned  the  trade  of  wheel- 
wright and  carriage-builder.  From  his  native 
State  he  went  to  Beansville,  Canada,  and  was  there 
married   to  Miss  Cs^therine  Cor  win,  daughter  of 


Samuel  Corwin,  and  of  English  descent.  Shortly 
after  his  marriage  Mr.  Ryther  moved  to  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  after  farming  there  for  a 
short  time  returned  to  Canada.  He  settled  in 
London  and  operated  a  machine  shop  for  several 
years. 

In  1838  he  moved  to  Berrien  County,  Mi<:h., 
entered  Government  land,  and  in  connection  with 
farming  ran  a  sawmill  for  a  number  of  years. 
About  1852  he  went  to  Jackson  County,  Iowa,  and 
in  1871,  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  he  returned  to 
Michigan  with  his  children.  He  found  a  comfort- 
able home  with  our  subject  and  died  there  in  1884. 
He  and  his  wife  wei-e  for  many  years  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  contributed 
freely  of  their  means  to  its  support.  In  earl}^  life  he 
was  a  Jackson  Democrat,  but  under  Pierce's  admin- 
istration he  became  a  Republican,  remaining  with 
that  party  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  reared 
a  family  of  four  children,  as  follows:  Edgar, 
•deceased;  PI  A.,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Bennett;  Cyrus,  our  subject;  and  Noble 
E.,  now  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Washington. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1830,  and  received  a  fair  ed- 
ucation in  the  common  schools.  He  began  life 
for  himself  by  renting  land,  and  when  twenty- 
three  years  of  age  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth E.  Chamberlin,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire, 
in  which  State  her  parents  were  also  born.  Nine 
children  blessed  this  union,  two  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  The  remainder  were  in  the  order  of  their 
births,  as  follows:  Mary  E.,  deceased,  who  was  the 
wife  of  L.  I.  Church;  Catherine  C,  who  married 
Oscar  W.  Phelps;  Hale  E.;  Rebecca  C,  wife  of 
Charles  Nye;  William  C;  Thaddeus  V.;  and  Anna 
L.,  wife  of  R.  Jessup. 

Mr.  Ryther  bought  land  in  Berrien  County  at 
the  time  of  his  marriage  and  after  a  short  residence 
in  Iowa  returned  to  that  county,  where  he 
remained  until  1883.  He  then  came  to  his  present 
home  and  here  he  has  since  remained.  He  is  the 
owner  of  eighty  acres  of  improved  land,  and 
actively  follows  the  occupation  which  he  has 
chosen.  In  politics  a  Republican,  Mr.  Ryther 
held  a  number  of  official  positions  in  Berrien 
County  and  h^.s  ever  been  enthusiastic  \\y  his  sup- 
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port  of  all  public  enterprises.  Himself  and  Mrs. 
Ryther  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Mrs.  Ryther 's  parents,  John  A.  and  Mary 
(Clough)  Chamberlin,  were  natives  of  the  Granite 
State.  John  A.  Chamberlin  was  the  son  of  Moses 
and  Rebecca  (Abbot)  Chamberlin,  also  natives  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  the  former  of  English  descent. 
Mary  Clough  was  the  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and 
Mary  (Foster)  Clough,  and  Rebecca  Abbot  was  the 
daughter  of  Amos  Abbot,  who  was  born  in  New 
Hampshire.  The  latter  was  the  son  of  Amos  Abbot, 
who  came  to  Massachusetts  from  England,  but 
subsequently^  settled  in  New  Hampshire.  Mrs. 
Ryther's  great-grandfather  Foster  was  in  the  first 
Continental  Congress,  and  Grandfather  Chamberlin 
was  a  major  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  The 
latter  had  a  brother.  Gen.  Benjamin  Chamberlin, 
in  that  war. 


^^/ OHN  HIGMAN,  Ju.,  a  leading  business  man 
of  St.  Joseph,  is  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of 
the  Wells-Higman  Company,  manufacturers 
of  baskets,  berry  boxes  and  fruit  packages 
of  every  variet}^  He  was  born  on  a  farm  in  the 
town  of  Caton,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  March  1, 
1853,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Clarisa  B.  (Brown) 
Higman.  The  father,  an  industrious  and  enter- 
prising man,  is  a  farmer  of  Steuben  County,  where 
he  has  made  his  home  for  many  years.  The  early 
school  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in  much  the 
usual  routine  of  farmer  lads,  alternating  work  on 
the  farm  during  the  summer  seasons  with  attend- 
ance at  the  neighboring  school  in  winter.  After 
completing  the  course  of  study  in  the  district 
school,  he  entered  the  union  school  at  Corning, 
N.  Y.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years. 

Coming  to  St.  Joseph  in  1873,  Mr.  Higman  ac- 
cepted a  position  of  clerk  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  this  city,  of  which  his  brother,  W.  E.  Hig- 
man, was  at  that  time  President.  However,  he  re- 
mained  in    the  bank   a  few  months  only,   after 


which  he  formed  a  partnership  with  A.  W.  Wells, 
H.  C.  Ward  and  W.  W.  Cooper,  and  embarked  in 
the  manufacture  of  fruit  baskets  and  boxes.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  had  charge  of  the  sales  de- 
partment and  spent  much  of  his  time  on  the  road. 
In  1883  he  bought  Mr.  Cooper's  interest  and  took 
charge  of  the  financial  department.  In  1889  the 
business  was  reorganized  as  a  stock  company, 
known  as  the  Wells-Higman  Company,  since  which 
date  Mr.  Higman  has  been  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

The  company  has  four  basket  plants,  including 
the  one  in  St.  Joseph.  The  others  are  in  Memphis 
and  Greenfield,  Tenn.,  and  Traverse  City,  Mich., 
with  branches  at  Benton  Harbor  and  elsewhere. 
In  1889  new  plants  were  started  in  tlie  South,  and 
in  all  of  these  branches  steady  employment  is 
given  to  about  four  hundred  men.  The  Traverse 
City  plant  emplo3^s  as  high  as  two  hundred  hands, 
and  has  every  modern  convenience  for  the  manu- 
facture of  fruit  packages.  Mr.  Higman  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  all  enterprises  tending  toward  the 
improvement  of  St.  Joseph,  and  is  a  liberal  contri- 
butor to  all  projects  calculated  to  facilitate  its 
progress.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  for  about  ten  years.  Formerly  he  filled  the 
position  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  Plank's 
Tavern,  which  has  been  sold  to  other  parties  and 
is  now  known  as  Hotel  St.  floseph.  He  gave  a 
great  deal  of  time  in  securing  the  Vandalia  road 
for  St.  Joseph,  securing  the  right  of  way,  besides 
otherwise  assisting  the  project.  He  was  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  St.  Joseph  for  two  terms. 

In  1877  Mr.  Higman  married  Miss  Metta  B., 
daughter  of  A.  P.  Barlow,  of  St.  Joseph,  and  their 
union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  daughters 
and  two  sons.  Mr.  Higman  is  at  present  serving 
as  Trustee  of  the  Children's  Home  of  St.  Joseph, 
and  for  years  has  been  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  at  Benton 
Harbor,  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 
He  owns  valuable  dock  property  on  tlie  St.  Joseph 
River,  also  a  fine  residence  surrounded  by  ten 
acres  of  good  land,  and  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
fort3^-six  acres  on  the  lake  front  northwest  of  Ben- 
ton Harbor,  a  famous  resort  known  as  L.  L.  Gap, 
which  is  now  being  developed.  He  also  has  large 
real-estate    interests  in    Sioux   City,    Iowa,    and 
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Minneapolis,  Minn.  B}^  nature  he  is  gifted  with 
line  endowments  and  these  he  has  cultivated  to  the 
ut?nost.  His  various  enterprises  are  guided  by 
prudence,  and  into  his  daily  labors  he  throws  liis 
individual  uprightness  and  energy,  qualities  which 
are  the  glorj'  of  every  man's  character  and  life. 


^^EOROE  M.  KINGSBURY,  an  enterprising 
II  ^—-^  business  man  and  a  leading  dry-goods  mcr- 
^C^;^i  chant  of  Cassopolis,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is 
a  native  of  the  State  and  county,  and  was  born  in 
the  town  of  La  Grange,  April  23,  1862»  The  fa- 
ther of  our  subject,  Asa  Kingsbury,  was  one  of  the 
noted  men  and  representative  pioneers  of  the 
frontier  days.  Earnest,  energetic  and  of  superior 
business  attainments,  he  was  well  fitted  to  cope 
successfully^  with  the  privations  incidental  to  a 
new  countr}',  and  with  zeal  entered  into  the  ad- 
vancement of  local  interests.  Asa  Kingsbury  was 
a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  possessed  the  in- 
flexible will  and  determination  of  character  in- 
herent in  many  of  the  dwellers  of  New  England. 
He  readily  discerned  the  broader  opportunities  of 
the  new  States  and  Territories,  and  in  1833  jour- 
neyed to  the  then  far  ofl:'  State  of  Michigan.  In 
1834  he  located  in  Cassopolis,  and  from  this  latter 
date  was  constantly  identified  with  the  upward 
progress  and  rapid  development  of  Cass  County. 
To  his  encouragement  and  kindly  aid  many  of  the 
early  enterprises  of  Cassopolis  owe  their  existence. 
In  1855,  answering  to  the  demands  of  daily 
business,  the  father  of  our  subject  established  in 
Cassopolis  a  private  bank,  and  with  financial  abil- 
ity conducted  the  same  until  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Cassopolis  was  incorporated,  in  1871,  Mr. 
Kingsbury  being  one  of  the  founders  of  this  mon- 
eyed institution.  During  the  remaining  years  of 
his  life  Asa  Kingsbury  continued  the  President  of 
the  bank.  Uniformlj'  prospered  in  all  his  business 
undertakings,  he  throve  steadily,  and  had  acquired 
a  large  property  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  passed 


away,  his  death  mourned  as  a  public  loss  by  all  who 
knew  him.  Upright,  manly  and  intelligent,  he 
fulfilled  every  duty  of  life  which  came  in  his  way 
and  was  a  true  friend,  a  public-spirited  citizen  and 
a  financier  of  a  high  order  of  ability.  Our  sub- 
ject, George  M.,  enjoyed  excellent  educational  ad- 
vantages, and  for  five  years  attended  the  Union 
School  at  Jackson.  When  nineteen  years  of  age 
he  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business,  the  firm 
name  being  Mcllvaine,  Phelps  and  Kingsbury. 
Within  the  past  thirteen  years  numerous  changes 
have  taken  place,  and  the  business,  increasing  its 
proportions  annually,  is  now  conducted  under  the 
auspices  of  Kingsbury,  Harrington  <fe  Smith. 

A  younger  brother  of  our  subject,  David  L., 
now  has  an  interest  in  the  firm,  of  which  George 
M.  has  been  the  real  head  and  active  financier  for 
many  years.  Our  subject  has  for  the  past  four 
3'ears  been  a  Director  in  the  bank  over  whose 
board  his  father  was  so  long  the  presiding  oflicer. 
Mr.  Kingsbuiy,  always  a  busy  man,  never  slights 
any  public  duty  entrusted  to  his  care,  and  as  the 
President  of  the  School  Board  has  exerted  his  in- 
fluence in  behalf  of  as  high  a  grade  of  instruction 
and  scholarship  as  is  attainable  in  the  schools  of 
Cassopolis.  As  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees and  as  Treasurer  of  Cassopolis  for  six  years, 
he  has  given  to  his  fellow-townsmen  efficient  serv- 
ice in  matters  of  mutual  welfare,  and  is  known 
throughout  Cass  County  as  a  practical  and  liberal 
citizen.  Politically,  our  subject  is  a  strong  Demo- 
crat, and  has  ably  represented  his  party  on  various 
occasions,  and  was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  Na- 
tional Convention  which  convened  in  Chicago  in 
1892. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Kingsbury  is  a  valued  mem- 
ber of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons, 
and  is  a  Knight  Templar.  He  is  High  Priest  of 
Kingsbury  Chapter,  which  was  named  in  honor 
of  his  revered  father.  On  the  18th  of  October, 
1882,  George  M.  Kingsbury  and  Miss  P^stelle 
Powell  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Kingsbury 
is  a  daughter  of  Frank  and  Mary  (Haff  j  Powell, 
old  residents  of  Dowaglac,  Mich.  The  estimable 
wife  of  our  subject  is  one  of  five  sisters,  accom- 
plished ladies,  who  occupy  high  social  positions, 
and  are  well  known  and  esteemed  by  a  large  cir- 
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cle  of  friends.  The  beautiful  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kingsbury  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
one  daughter,  Lottie.  Prospered  as  was  his  father 
in  earlier  days,  our  subject  is  numbered  among 
the  wealthy  residents  of  Cass  County,  and  has  ac- 
cumulated a  handsome  competence.  Aside  from 
other  valuable  property,  he  owns  the  fine  bank 
building,  one  of  the  best  business  structures  in 
Cassopolis. 


^    w<bT 


^>^^<m=^-^- 


^»/  ORATIO  G.  SAMSON.  One  of  the  pioneer 
farmers  and  business  men  of  Berrien  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  no- 
tice, and  who  is  a  prominent  resident  of 
the  village  of  Buchanan.  As  the  result  of  energy 
and  perseverance,  he  has  acquired  extensive  prop- 
erty interests,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fortj^  acres  in  Buchanan  Township,  Ber- 
rien County,  ten  acres  within  the  corporate  limits 
of  the  village  of  Buchanan,  and  two  farms  in  Van 
Buren  County,  one  having  one  hundred  and 
twent}^  acres,  and  the  other  consisting  of  eighty 
acres. 

In  Kingstown,  Mass.,  our  subject  was  born  on 
the  7th  of  July,  1812.  His  father,  George  W., 
was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  December,  1781,  and 
in  his  youth  was  a  sailor,  shipping  as  mate  from 
Boston  to  all  the  foreign  ports.  He  was  not  more 
than  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he  was  captured 
by  the  French,  and  was  their  prisoner  for  one  year. 
After  his  marriage  he  located  on  a  farm  in  Massa- 
chusetts, remaining  there  until  1812,  when  he 
removed  from  the  Bay  State  to  New  York  and 
settled  in  Homer,  Cortland  Count3\  For  a  time 
he  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  but  in  1827  he 
became  the  proprietor  of  an  hotel,  and  was  land- 
lord of  hotels  in  various  places  until  he' retired 
from  business.  On  the  4th  of  February,  1868,  he 
died  at  Homer,  N.  Y.,  being  at  that  time  eighty- 
seven  years  old. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Simeon 
Samson,  was  born  in  Kingston,  Mass.,  August  1, 


1736,  and  served  during  the  entire  period  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  never  receiving  a  cent  for  his 
services.  He  filled  the  position  of  Captain  on  a 
privateering  vessel  during  the  Revolutionaiy 
War.  The  family  originated  in  England,  and  its 
representatives  have  been  prominent  in  their  var- 
ious communities  for  generations  past.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  Hannah  (Shaw)  Samson, 
was  born  in  Middlebury,  Mass.,  August  17,  1782, 
and  died  October  22,  1865.  Her  father,  John 
Shaw,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  traced 
his  ancestry  to  England. 

The  thirteen  children  born  to  George  W.  and 
Hannah  Samson  were  named  as  follows:  Simeon, 
John  Shaw,  George  W.,  Deborah  C,  Mary  E., 
Lorenzo  T.,  H.  G.,  Isaac  M.,  Maria,  Asenath  P., 
Barclay,  Hannah  S.  and  Hannah  (the  second).  Our 
subject  started  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  for  a  time  was  employed  at 
any  occupation  he  could  find.  After  working  in 
an  hotel  for  a  short  period,  he  sailed  for  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland  on  a  fishing  tour,  hoping  thereby 
to  materally  benefit  his  health.  He  remained  there 
until  September,  1834,  when,  with  health  greatly 
improved,  he  returned  to  Cortland  County,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  engaged  as  a  peddler  of  dry  goods. 
For  seven  months  he  traveled  through  the  sur- 
rounding country  in  his  wagon,  and  then  accepted 
a  clerical  position  in  a  general  store  at  Cazenovia, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  until  December,  1835. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  1836,  Mr.  Samson  started 
for  Michigan,  making  the  trip  via  the  canal  to 
Buffalo,  thence  by  steamer  to  Detroit,  and  from 
there  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  arriving  at  Niles 
in  June.  In  that  city  he  secured  a  situation  as 
clerk  in  the  store  of  J.  C.  Larimore,  with  whom 
he  remained  until  September  of  the  same  year. 
He  then  accepted  a  similiar  position  with  the  firm 
of  Slater  &  Enos,  of  Niles,  and  later,  when  the 
partnership  was  dissolved,  our  subject  accompan- 
ied Mr.  Slater  to  Elkhart,  Ind.,  and  was  employed 
in  his  store  at  that  place.  When  the  business  was 
closed  out  there,  Mr.  Samson  returned  to  his 
former  position  as  clerk  in  Mr.  Larimore's  store, 
and  remained  in  that  establishment  until  Decem- 
ber, 1837. 

In  company  with  Frederick  Howe  (who  after- 
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ward  became  his  failier-in-law),  our  subject  went  to 
Texas,  and  upon  his  return  to  Michigan  stayed  in 
Niles  only  temporarily,  soon  removing  to  Wiscon- 
sin and  operating  a  farm  there.  Upon  locating  in 
Berrien  County,  he  bought  a  farm  consisting  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Bertrand  Town- 
ship, and  made  his  home  on  that  place  for  about 
four  years.  After  selling  that  farm,  he  pur- 
chased sixty  acres  in  Buchanan  Township  and 
lias  added  to  his  original  purchase  until  he  is  now 
the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in- 
cluded in  that  farm.  In  i860  he  removed  to  his 
present  home  in  Buchanan. 

August  26,  1843,  Mr.  Samson  married  Miss  Ade- 
liiKi  E.  Howe,  who  was  born  in  Cortland  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  there  reared  to  womanhood.  They 
are  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely:  Marie, 
who  is  at  home;  George  W.,  residing  in  Buchanan; 
Emma  E.,  who  is  also  with  her  parents;  Lunette, 
who  married  W.  Jennings;  and  Jennie,  wife  of  F. 
Sturtevant. 


eHARLES  COLBY.  In  the  death  of  this 
gentleman,  which  occurred  February  28, 
1892,  Benton  Harbor  lost  one  of  its  fore- 
most business  men  and  most  popular  citizens.  He 
was  born  in  Ogden,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1829.  His  father.  Col.  Eastman  Colby,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Salisbury,  N.  H.,  born  in  1785,  and  was  for 
twelve  years  a  commanding  officer  in  the  New 
York  militia,  resigning  from  the  service  in  1822. 
In  1804,  before  a  single  house  stood  on  the  site  of 
the  now  flourishing  city  of  Rochester,  he  settled 
in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  established  his 
permanent  home.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Baptist  Church  at  Rochester  and  officiated  as 
Deacon  for  many  years.  His  death  occurred  at 
Ogden  in  1859,  and  he  was  followed  by  his  wife 
during  the  ensuing  year.  She  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Hannah  Niles,  and  was  a  woman  possess- 
ing many  excellent  traits  of  character. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  spent  his 

I'i 


boyhood  years  in  the  county  of  his  birth,  whence, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  removed  to  Wiscon- 
sin and  located  at  Janesville.  There  he  essayed 
his  fust  business  venture,  going  into  the  milling 
and  nursery  business,  and  soon  acquired  a  local 
reputation  as  a  man  of  unusual  ability.  Year 
after  year  added  to  his  success,  until  in  1860  he 
disposed  of  his  milling  and  nursery  interests  to 
good  advantage.  Changing  his  residence  to  Cob- 
den,  111.,  he  purchased  a  forty-acre  fruit  farm  and 
settled  down  to  the  quiet  life  of  a  horticulturist, 
and  the  manufacture,  in  a  modest  way,  of  fruit 
baskets. 

Farming  was  congenial  to  one  of  Mr.  Colby's 
nature,  and  he  consequently  dropped  that  feature 
of  his  business  enterprises.  Removing  to  Benton 
Harbor  in  1866,  he  devoted  himself  entirely  to  the 
manufacture  of  fruit  baskets  and  crates.  He  was 
among  the  first  to  engage  in  that  industry  in  Ben- 
ton Harbor,  and  conducted  the  business  success- 
fully. In  1885  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Myron  Hinkly.  and  five  years  later  the  firm  name 
was  changed  to  the  Colby-IIinkly  Company.  The 
demand  for  their  goods  had  a  yearly  increase, 
owing  in  no  small  degree  to  Mr.  Colby's  faculty 
of  making  and  retaining  friends  during  his  busi- 
ness trips. 

Socially,  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  too   much 
in  Mr.  Colby's  praise.     He  was  a  favorite  among 
both  old  and  young,  and  no  gentleman  of  thirty 
was  a  more  enthusiastic  factor  in  adding  to  the 
enjoyment  of  his  friends  than  was  this  old  gentle- 
man of  sixty-three  years.     He  was  one  of  the  con- 
servative school  of  business  men,  and  believed  it 
better  to  attain  prosperity  gradually  than  to  enter 
the   field  of  speculation  in  the  hope  of  becoming 
suddenly    wealthy.      Consequently    his    business 
prospered  and  grew  solidly.     His  business  meth- 
ods were  honorable  and  his  business  friends  legion. 
Politically,  Mr.  Colby  was  a  Republican.     While 
never  aspiring  to  official  honors  in  his  party,  he 
was  a  stanch  and  faithful  worker.     So  pronounced 
were   his   political  opinions  that  he  might  almost 
be  called  a  radical  Republican, and  his  party  could 
always  depend  upon  finding  him  where  he  could  do 
the  most  good.    He  was  very  fond  of  hunting,  and 
it  was  bis  custom  every  year  after  the  business 
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season  had  ended  to  take  a  trip  to  the  northern 
part  of  Michigan  and  there  enjoy  the  sport  of 
hunting  deer. 

In  1852  Mr.  Colby  married  Miss  Emily  J.  Hol- 
brook,  who  was  born  in  Catskill,  N.  Y.  Her  foster 
parents,  Ira  and  Margaret  B.  (King)  Miltimore, 
were  natives  of  New  York  State  and  died  in  Wis- 
consin. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colby  were  the  parents  of 
four  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased.  Those 
living  are:  Emma,  the  wife  of  Homer  Portman,  re 
siding  in  Benton  Harbor;  and  Charles  P., who  lives 
with  his  mother.  The  family  residence  is  pleas- 
antly located  on  the  corner  of  Pipestone  and 
Colby  Avenues  and  is  one  of  the  most  attractive 
homes  in  the  city. 


^^EORGE  S.  CLAPP  is  a  son  of  Silas  and 
f|[  ^-—.  Esther  (Risle}^)  Clapp,  who  went  from 
^k^  Hartford  County,  Conn.,  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  then  often  called  New  Connecticut,  in 
Ohio.  In  Columbia,  in  Lorain  County,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born  on  the  16th  of  June,  1834. 
In  1846  the  family  moved  to  Berea,  near  Cleve- 
land, that  the  children  might  have  the  advantages 
of  education  in  the  then  new  institution,  now 
known  as  Baldwin  University,  and  where  he  re- 
ceived his  education.  His  college  society  was 
the  "Philozetian,"  and  he  was  one  of  its  founders. 

Our  subject's  choice  of  the  legal  profession  was 
made  early.  He  practiced  in  Justice  Courts  quite 
a  time  before  he  was  admitted,  and  had  the  swing 
in  his  section  of  Cuyahoga  County,  his  opponents 
often  being  attorneys  from  Cleveland.  He  for- 
mally entered  his  name  as  a  student-at-law  with 
Loren  Prentiss  in  Cleveland,  but  pursued  his  studies 
at  home,  except  for  a  few  weeks  in  1856  in  the  office 
of  Hon.  Stevenson  Burke  in  Elyria.  In  1856  he 
was  admitted  by  the  District  Court,  sitting  in 
Cleveland,  to  practice  law. 

Originally  a  Democrat,  as  a  consequence  of  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  struggle,  he  went  with  a  host 
.more   like   him    into   the  Republican   party.     I{e 


made  speeches  for  Salmon  P.  Chase  for  Governor 
in  1855  and  in  1857,  and  for  Fremont  for  Presi- 
dent in  1856.  He  relates  how  in  1857,  at  a  meet- 
ing, the  audience  were  all  of  the  opposition  ex- 
cept two,  and  an  attempt  was  made  by  a  veteran 
Democrat  to  down  the  youngster  by  in terrui)tions. 
The  speaker,  however,  worked  his  opponent  on  to 
the  right  ground,  and  then  made  his  argument  so 
vigorous  and  conclusive  from  his  opponent's  own 
oracles,  that  he  completely  silenced  the  opposition 
and  had  the  floor  to  himself  uninterrupted  until 
he  closed  in  his  own  good  time.  In  1872  he  was 
a  delegate  to  the  National  Republican  Convention 
at  Philadelphia,  when  Gen,  Grant  was  re-nomin- 
ated. Eber  B.  Ward  and  Hon.  William  A.  How- 
ard were  among  the  other  delegates. 

In  1860  he  moved  to  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio,  and 
was  editor  of  the  Knox  County  Express  for  a  few 
months.  He  returned  to  Berea  in  1861,  and  in 
1862  removed  to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.  He  at  once 
entered  into  active  practice  and  has  followed 
the  legitimate  profession  of  the  law  ever  since. 
From  1870  there  have  not  been  many  important 
trials  in  Berrien  County  he  has  not  been  engaged 
in.  In  the  judicial  campaign  just  closed,  a  list  of 
cases  removed. to  the  Supreme  Court  from  the  Sec- 
ond Judicial  Circuit  was  published;  it  shows  over 
a  hundred  cases  in  which  Mr.  Clapp  was  concerned. 
He  says  he  had  fair  luck — that  he  lost  only  about 
a  quarter  of  them.  Not  aspiring  to  be  known 
as  a  criminal  lawyer,  he  has  probably  tried  more 
criminal  cases  than  any  other  lawyer  in  the  cir- 
cuit. His  particular  delight  is  in  real-estate  liti- 
gations. Of  that  kind  he  has  had  a  large  share. 
Among  his  cases  he  successfully  defended  the  title 
of  the  two  leading  Protestant  churches  in  St. 
Joseph  to  their  church  property,  and  that  of  the 
city  to  the  magnificent  boulevard  overlooking  the 
lake. 

In  1882  he  removed  to  Niles  from  St.  Joseph, 
and  his  position  is  among  the  foremost  of  the  at- 
torneys in  the  Second  Judicial  Circuit.  He  is  a 
successful  trier  of  cases,  and  is  considered  a  success- 
ful advocate,  but  he  never  depends  upon  his  abilities 
alone.  He  carefully  prepares  every  case,  is  indus- 
trious and  painstaking,  and  earns  his  victories  by 
hard  work,  a^d  when   defeated   takes   it  in  good 
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grace,  that  the  case  was  too  much  for  him.  He  is 
jealous  for  the  honor  of  his  profession,  spurns 
tricks  and  subterfuges,  and  maintains  and  acts  on 
the  belief  that  no  man  is  more  in  honor  bound  to 
be  honest  and  a  gentleman,  than  is  the  lawyer. 
He  has  served  a  pretty  good  time,  but  sa3's  he  ex- 
pects to  stay  with  the  boys  about  twenty-five  years 
longer,  before  he  will  confess  being  a  veteran. 

Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  orders, 
including  the  commandery.  He  was  married  to 
Helen  8.,  daughter  of  S.  W.  Perry,  of  P^lyria,  Ohio, 
September  18,  1856.  ThJfy  are  the  parents  of 
three  daughters.  Carrie  L.  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  S.  C. 
Van  Antwerp,  of  A^icksburgh;  Esther  R.  and  Elea- 
nore  B.  are  twins,  the  former  now  being  the  wife 
of  Harvey  C.  Beeson,  a  scion  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  Niles. 


^    I    ^    I    '       I  «  I"! 


\T^4\USSP2LL  M.  JONES,  a  retired  merchant  resid- 
Iti^    ing  in  Benton  Harbor,  was  born  in  Jefferson 

^N  County,  N.  Y.,  September  15, 1836,  and  is  the 
son  of  Russell  M.  and  Olivia  (Smith)  Jones, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York  State. 
Tlie  father,  whose  occupation  throughout  life  was 
that  of  farming,  was  a  son  of  Russell  Morgan  Jones, 
and  traced  his  lineage  to  P2ngland.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  the  daughter  of  David  Smith, 
and  was  also  of  substantial  English  stock. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  eight  children, 
five  sons  and  three  daughters,  Russell  M.  being 
the  second  in  order  of  birth.  Three  of  the  number 
are  now  deceased.  The  bo3'hood  years  of  our  sub- 
ject were  passed  in  the  county  of  his  birth,  where 
for  a  time  he  conducted  his  studies  in  the  district 
schools.  Later  he  entered  Union  Academy,  where 
he  prepared  for  college.  Entering  Union  College  at 
New  York,  he  pursued  his  studies  in  that  institu- 
tion with  perseverance  and  untiring  ardor  until 
his  graduation  in  1860,  after  which  he  engaged 
for  a  time  in  teaching. 

In  June,  1862,  Mr.  Jones  enlisted  as  a  member 
Qt  Company  E,  Tenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery, 


and,  made  Second  Lieutenant  in  September  of 
that  year,  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac. As  a  part  of  the  heavy  artillery  arm  of 
the  service,  they  were  stationed  in  the  defenses  of 
Washington,  and  afterwards  did  duty  in  the 
trenches  of  Petersburg  as  infantry  during  the  last 
siege,  until  the  capitulation.  He  with  his  command 
bore  an  honorable  part  in  many  of  the  engagements 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  principal  of 
which  were  at  Cold  Harbor,  Bermuda  Hundred, 
the  campaign  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  etc. 
October  27,  1863,  Mr.  Jones  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  First  Lieutenant,  which  rank  he  held  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  In  July,  1865,  he  with  his 
regiment  was  mustered  out,  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

Our  subject  returned  to  New  York,  and  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  Jefferson  County.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane,  daughter  of 
William  and  Eliza  George,  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 
The  date  of  this  event  was  the  18th  of  June, 
1865,  and  it  was  celebrated  at  Williamsport,  Pa., 
Mr.  Jones  being  there  on  a  leave  of  absence  from 
the  army.  In  the  fall  of  1865  he  moved  West  to 
Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  began  reading  law  in  the 
office  of  Morris  &  Worden,  after  which  he  entered 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
at  Ann  Arbor,  but  on  account  of  failing  health  he 
was  obliged  to  discontinue  his  legal  studies  before 
completing  the  course. 

From  Ft.  Wayne  Mr.  Jones  removed  to  Benton 
Harbor,  where  he  engaged  in  fruit  culture  for  about 
six  years.  He  then  formed  a  partnership  with 
Heniy  L.  Pitcher,  under  the  firm  name  of  H.  L. 
Pitcher  &  Co.,  and  in  this  connection  engaged 
in  the  dry-goods  business.  Two  years  afterward 
George  F.  Sonner  was  admited  to  the  partnership, 
the  title  of  the  firm  being  changed  to  Pitcher, 
Jones  &  Sonner. 

A  few  years  after  this  connection  was  entered 
into,  Mr.  Pitcher  disposed  of  his  interest  to  the 
other  members  of  the  firm,  who  continued  the 
business  under  the  name  of  Jones  &  Sonner.  They 
gained  an  extensive  reputation  for  honorable 
methods  of  dealing  and  the  superior  quality  of 
their  stock,  and  had  a  very  profitable  trade.  In 
1889,  the  partners  closed  out  and  retired  from 
business,  although  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr,  Sonner  stiU 
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retain  the  ownership  of  the  brick  block  and  other 
valuable  real  estate.  Mr.  Jones  is  the  owner  of 
other  valuable  real  estate,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
buying  and  selling  property. 

A  stanch  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Jones  has 
never  been  solicitous  of  office,  preferring  to  devote 
his  entire  attention  to  his  business.  However,  in 
1893,  he  was  elected  Alderman  of  the  Third  Ward. 
Socially,  he  is  identified  with  Lake  Shore  Lodge 
No.  298,  A.  F.  k  A.  M.,  and  Calvin  Brittain  Chap- 
ter No.  56,  R.  A.  M.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  have  had 
born  to  them  two  sons:  Henry  Russell,  who  died 
February  10,  1871,  aged  about  a  year  and  a-half; 
and  Maurice  Lindley  Jones,  who  is  now  a  student 
at  the  Michigan  Mining  School,  at  Houghton,  who 
will  graduate  as  a  mining  engineer  in  the  Class  of 
'94.  Mrs.  Jones  is  a  member  and  one  of  the  most 
active  workers  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
The  family  residence  is  situated  at  No.  121  Wash- 
ington Street.  It  is  the  abode  of  hospitality,  and 
in  it  the  genial  host  and  hostess  are  accustomed 
to  frequently  welcome  and  pleasantly  entertain 
their  many  personal  friends. 


)EN.  GEORGE  T.  SHAFFER  has  recently 
retired  to  his  farm  in  Calvin  Township, 
Cass  County,  from  the  position  of  Com- 
missioner oi  the  Land  Office  of  Michigan,  which 
lie  has  filled  with  marked  distinction  for  years. 
A  native  of  Ohio,  he  was  born  near  Springfield, 
Clarke  County,  October  9,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of 
Peter  Shaffer,  who  was  born  in  Rockingham 
County,  Va.,  January  10,  1791.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Abraham  Shaffer,  was  a  German  by 
birth,  and  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents, 
whose  names  we  have  been  unable  to  secure. 

The  family  settled  in  Virginia,  where  Grand- 
father Shaffer  became  well  and  favorably  known 
among  the  citizens  of  the  Old  Dominion.  He  was 
a  man  of  liberal  education  and  considerable  abil- 
ity, and  by  trade  was  a  gunsmith.  Although  liv- 
ing in  a  slave  State,  none  of  the  family  ever  Qwne^ 


slaves,  in  fact,  without  exception  they  were  op- 
posed to  human  slavery.  Abraham  Shaffer  mar- 
ried a  German  lady  and  they  had  six  children, 
namely:  Jacob,  Abraham,  Sarah,  Peter  and  Henry 
(twins),  and  David,  all  of  whom  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Henry  attained  to  maturity  and  reared 
families.  Henry  died  when  quite  young.  The 
men  of  the  family  possessed  sterling  worth  of  char- 
acter and  were  principally  engaged  in  farming 
pursuits.  Jacob  and  Abraham  died  in  Ohio;  Sarah 
married  Henry  Smith,  in  Clarke  County,  Ohio, 
and  one  of  her  sons.  Maj.  Joseph  Smith,  became  a 
wealthy  merchant  and  in  an  early  day  came  to 
Michigan,  where  he  served  as  Major  of  the  State 
militia.  An  active  politician  in  the  early  history 
of  this  State  and  a  stanch  Democrat  throughout 
his  entire  life,  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Mich- 
igan Legislature  and  occupied  other  positions  of 
prominence.  He  died  in  Cassopolis  about  1879; 
his  mother  died  in  this  county  about  1848.  David 
Shaffer  came  to  Michigan  in  1829,  but  removed 
thence  to  Iowa  in  1854  and  died  on  a  farm  in  that 
State. 

Peter  Shaffer,  the  father  of  the  General,  was 
born  in  Virginia,  as  stated  above, and  accompanied 
his  father  to  Ohio  about  1810,  settling  on  land  not 
far  from  the  city  of  Springfield.  Peter  and  a 
brother  cleared  and  cultivated  the  land,  while 
their  father  followed  his  trade  of  a  gunsmith. 
While  he  had  an  excellent  German  education, 
Peter  Shaffer  had  a  somewhat  limited  knowledge 
of  English.  He  was  one  of  the  best  matliematicians 
of  his  day  and  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability  and  of  indomitable  will,  always  accom- 
plishing what  he  started  out  to  do.  His  wife  was 
known  in  maidenhood  by  the  name  of  Sarah 
Thomas,  and  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  being  a 
daughter  of  George  Thomas,  a  native  of  the  North 
of  Ireland  and  of  Scotch  ancestry.  Mr.  Thomas 
accompanied  his  parents  to  this  country  wlien  a 
mere  child,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  enlisted  as 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  serving 
throughout  the  entire  period  of  the  conflict  nntil 
its  close.  His  father  and  the  father  of  Gen.  George 
Thomas,  who  distinguished  himself  in  the  CivH 
War,  were  brothers  and  were  named  no  doubt 
after  George   Thomas    of    Revolutionary    fame, 
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Having  received  a  liberal  education,  lie  was  rather 
in  advance  of  the  young  men  of  his  time,  and  in 
early  life  followed  the  profession  of  a  teacher. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  usually  known  as 
"  Captain,''  having  received  the  title  from  his  ser- 
vice as  Captain  of  militia  in  Ohio,  and  he  also 
served  in  the  War  of  1812.  In  1828  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  what  is 
known  as  Young's  Prairie,  after  which  he  returned 
to  Ohio.  In  the  spring  of  1832,  he  brought  his 
family  to  this  State  and  bought  five  or  six  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  where  Gen.  Shaffer  now  lives. 
He  also  engaged  extensively  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness and  owned  and  operated  sawmills.  He  aided 
in  the  organization  of  Calvin  Township  and  was 
one  of  its  first  officers.  For  twenty  years  he  filled 
the  position  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  also  served 
as  Supervisor  and  Clerk  of  the  township,  being 
one  of  the  foremost  men  in  the  community.  After 
having  attained  to  a  ripe  old  age,  he  passed  away, 
July  13,  1880,  on  the  place  now  owned  by  our 
subject.  His  wife  had  departed  this  life  in  1851, 
nearly  thirty  years  prior  to  his  demise. 

There  were  seven  children  in  the  parental  fam- 
ily, the  General  being  the  fifth.  They  are  sketched 
as  follows:  Alcy  married  Leonard  Keen,  and  died 
in  Jefferson  Township,  Cass  County,  in  1889. 
Peter,  her  son,  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Union 
during  the  late  war,  and,  losing  his  health  in  the 
service,,  died  after  the  close  of  the  war.  Mary 
died  in  1834,  when  a  young  lady.  Henry  went  to 
California  in  1850,  and  died  there  in  1854.  Nancy 
married  William  T.  Reed,  and  after  having  reared 
several  children,  died  in  Newberg  Township.  Her 
husband  and  son  Henry  served  in  the  Civil  War 
and  both  died  while  in  the  Atlanta  campaign. 
Sarah  married  John  Keen  and  makes  her  home  in 
Casso[)olis.  Abraham,  during  the  great  gold  ex- 
citement in  the  West,  went  to  California  in  1850, 
returning  six  years  later.  In  1859  he  again  sought 
the  Pacific  Coast,  and  came  East  once  more  in  1863. 
He  now  makes  his  home  in  Colorado,  and  is  widely 
known  on  account  of  having  invented  several 
pieces  of  farming  machinery. 

We  have  now  given  a  brief  outline  of  the  fam- 
ily from  which  Gen.  Shaffer  sprang  and  of  the 
more  prominent  members  of  the  family,  but  it  is 


to  the  General  himself  that  our  space  must  be 
given  most  largely,  for  he  has  had  a  most  notable 
caieer.  A  modest,  genial  gentleman,  with  the 
record  of  a  hero  and  a  variegated  experience  such 
as  falls  to  the  lot  of  few  men,  the  once  sturdy 
form  is  a  trifle  bent  now,  and  the  hair  is  turning 
white,  but  the  grasp  of  the  right  hand  is  still  as 
strong  and  cordial  as  when  its  owner  employed  it 
in  rocking  a  gold  pan  in  the  Calif ornian  placer 
mines  away  back  in  the  '50s,  or  swung  liis  sword 
for  the  charge  on  Southern  battlefields.  Teacher, 
farmer,  miner,  merchant,  hotel-keeper,  ranchman, 
soldier,  prisoner  of  the  war  in  the  Libby  hell,  then 
farmer  again  for  a  score  of  years,  and  afterward 
for  a  number  of  years  holding  an  important  oflSce 
in  the  State  Capitol  at  Lansing,  and  now  living  in 
retirement  on  his  farm,  this,  in  a  few  words  is  the 
story  of  the  life  of  Gen.  Shaffer.  It  is  the  story 
of  a  brave  man  and  one  of  indomitable  pluck  be- 
sides. 

Most  men  who  afterward  become  distinguished 
manage  to  be  born  in  Ohio,  and  the  General  is  no 
exception.  He  came  to  Michigan  from  Ohio  with 
his  father  in  1832  and  aided  in  clearing  a  heavily 
timbered  farm,  also  worked  with  his  father  in  the 
lumbering  business.  He  attended  the  pioneer 
schools  of  the  day  about  two  or  three  months  each 
year,  and  thus  passed  his  years  up  to  his  majority. 
He  then  for  two  years  was  a  student  in  a  select 
school  at  Edwardsburgh.  Early  in  life  he  devel- 
oped a  taste  for  music  and  became  proficient  in 
both  local  and  instrumental  music.  These  he 
taught,  in  addition  to  which  he  filled  the  duties 
of  pedagogue  in  a  district  school  until  the  spring 
time  of  1850,  when  the  stories  of  the  wonderful 
gold  discoveries  drifted  across  the  great  American 
desert  and  set  the  pulse  of  the  whole  continent 
throbbing. 

Among  the  scores  of  adventurous  Wolverines 
who  joined  in  the  life  and  death  hunt  for  the 
shining  metal,  was  a  little  group  of  brawny  young 
fellows  from  the  vicinity  of  the  Shaffer  homestead, 
and  our  subject  was  one  of  these.  By  the  time 
the  little  party  reached  Council  Bluffs  and  was 
ready  for  the  perilous  overland  journey  across 
deserts  and  mountains,  it  was  increased  to  about 
ninety  in  number.     The  qualities  that  afterward 
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raised  George  T.  Shaffer  from  the  ranks  to  the 
position  of  Brigadier-General  were  already  stirring 
in  his  blood,  and  by  a  unanimous  vote  he  was 
chosen  Captain  of  the  expedition.  Under  his 
vigilant  and  soldierly  leadership  his  party  was 
conducted  through  the  Indian  country  over  moun- 
tains and  across  deserts  in  perfect  safety,  and  four 
months  after  they  left  Cass  County  he  marched 
them  into  a  California  mining  camp,  subsequently 
named  Placerville.  The  next  four  years  were 
filled  with  romantic  and  thrilling  experiences,  and 
Gen.  Shaffer  has  a  rich  fund  of  quaint  stories  con- 
cerning old  mining  days  and  tells  them  with  un- 
conscious eloquence. 

From  placer  mining,  Gen.  Shaffer  conducted  a 
trading-post  and  a  hotel,  also  operated  a  ranch  in 
the  Sacramento  Valley,  his  brothers  Henry  and 
Abraham  being  interested  with  him.  In  the  spring 
of  1858  he  cleared  up  his  business  in  California, 
and  returned  to  Michigan  via  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama  and  New  York.  Soon  after  his  return  to 
this  State,  he  married  Miss  Alcy  Jane  Carmichael, 
to  whom  lie  was  betrothed  previous  to  his  journey 
to  the  far  West.  He  intended  to  return  to  Cali- 
fornia, but  his  father,  broken  in  health,  urged  him 
to  buy  the  old  home  farm  and  remain  there  until 
his  father's  leave  of  life  should  end.     This  he  did. 

A  few  years  later,  when  the  Civil  War  broke 
out  and  the  country  had  need  of  all  her  loyal 
sons,  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Nine- 
teenth Michigan  Infantry,  of  which  he  was  chosen 
First  Lieutenant.  He  was  five  times  promoted  for 
bravery,  gallant  service  and  strict  attendance  to 
duty.  The  last  time,  March  13,  1865,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  Brevet-Colonel  and  Briga- 
dier-General of  United  States  Volunteers  for  his 
gallantry  in  the  Atlanta  campaign  of  1864,  and  at 
the  battle  of  Wise's  Fork,  N.  C,  three  days  previ- 
ous to  his  promotion.  Among  the  important  en- 
gagements in  which  he  participated  were  those  of 
Thompson's  Station  (Tenn.),  Resaca,  Cassville, 
Dallas,  Golgotha  Church,  Twin  Mountains,  Culp's 
Farm,  Kenesaw  Mountain  and  the  siege  of  At- 
lanta. 

At  Thompson's  Station  Gen.  Shaffer  was  taken 
prisoner  and  was  thrown  in  Libby  Prison,  where 
he  was  confined  for  two  months  before  he  was  ex- 


changed. At  the  battle  of  Culp's  Farm  he  was 
wounded  in  the  right  thigh.  His  wounds  were 
dressed  on  the  field  and  he  remained  with  his  com- 
mand until  after  the  battle  of  Kenesaw  Moun- 
tains, when  Gen.  Sherman  issued  orders  for  his 
command  to  prepare  to  march,  and,  there  being  no 
ambulances  to  carry  the  sick  and  wounded,  Gen. 
Shaffer  was  obliged  to  go  to  the  rear.  This  was 
the  only  time  in  his  four  years'  service  he  was  in 
hospital  or  off  duty.  He  remained  there  less  than 
thirty  days  and  then  returned  to  his  command 
against  the  protest  of  the  hospital  surgeon.  For 
six  weeks  thereafter  his  wound  was  daily  dressed 
on  the  field.  His  regiment,  the  Twenty-Eighth 
Michigan,  was  retained  in  the  service  for  more 
than  a  year  after  Lee  surrendered,  during  which 
time  Gen.  Shaffer  held  several  important  posi- 
tions. 

For  a  time  Gen.  Shaffer  was  in  command  of  the 
post  at  Shelby,  N.  C,  and  subsequently  was  in 
command  of  the  posts  at  Goldsborough  and  New 
Berne.  He  relieved  Brigadier-General  W.  D.  Har- 
den from  the  command  of  the  district  of  Raleigh. 
Aside  from  his  duties  as  commanding  officer  of  the 
district  and  post  of  Raleigh,  he  was  President  of  a 
military  commission,  also  of  a  general  court  mar- 
tial. Like  thousands  of  other  brave  men  he  dropped 
the  sword  to  grasp  the  plow  handle  once  more, 
and  settled  down  to  the  quiet  life  of  a  farmer 
again.  For  many  years  he  devoted  his  time  largely 
to  contributing  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of 
his  aged  father  during  the  closing  years  of  his 
life. 

The  General  remained  quietly  on  the  farm  until 
his  party,  looking  around  for  good  material  for  the 
State  ofifices,  turned  its  eye  upon  the  farmer  Gen- 
eral, and  he  was  elected  Commissioner  of  the  Land 
Office.  From  the  duties  of  this  important  ofl3ce 
he  had  just  retired  when  the  writer  called  upon 
him  at  his  extensive  farm  in  Calvin  Township. 
It  is  a  gallant  record,  but  through  it  all  its  maker 
has  remained  the  same  unaffected,  kind,  courteous 
gentleman.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaffer  have  three  chil- 
dren, two  daughters  and  one  son.  Their  older 
daughter,  Sadie  S.,  is  teaching  at  Birmingham, 
Mich.  Both  daughters  were  educated  in  the  State 
Normal,  and   are  ladles  of  great  culture  and  fine 


PORTRAIT  AND  BICGRAPFIICAL   RECORD. 


259 


musical  educations.  The  son,  William  T.  Sherman, 
was  educated  in  the  Higli  Scliool  at  Cassopolis, 
and  for  a  time  was  book-keeper  in  tlie  land  office 
under  his  father,  and  is  now  on  the  home  farm. 
Politically,  the  General  is  a  Democrat,  as  were  his 
father  and  grandfather  before  him.  In  his  social 
connections  he  affiliates  with  the  Knights  Tem- 
plar. 


(jURGETTE  L.  DEWEY.  In  all  Cass  County 
there  is  no  business  establishment  that,  in 


(jf(JJJ))  |lj  quality  of  stock  and  facilities  for  the  prompt 
supply  of  goods  of  every  description,  sur- 
passes or  even  equals  the  flourishing  enterprise 
conducted  by  the  well-known  firm  of  Dewey  (fe 
Defendorf,  of  Dowagiac.  Their  store  contains  a 
complete  stock  of  dry  goods  and  carpets,  and  is 
without  exception  the  largest  in  the  county.  The 
firm  occupies  two  storerooms,  with  the  upper  floors 
and  basement,  and  employs  a  force  of  five  clerks 
and  a  cashier.  Their  building  has  a  frontage  of 
forty-four  feet,  witli  a  depth  of  eighty  feet,  and  the 
large  plate-glass  windows  add  to  the  attractiveness 
of  the  store,  as  well  as  furnish  a  splendid  place  for 
the  display  of  goods. 

The  senior  member  of  this  firm  was  born  in 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  13th  of  October, 
1845.  A  brief  mention  of  his  ancestors  will  be  of 
interest  to  our  readers.  His  grandfather,  Ilarr}^ 
Dewey,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  but  removed  from 
that  State  to  New  York,  where  he  settled  in  Oneida 
Count}^  and  purchased  a  farm.  Of  his  union  with 
Miss  Harriet  Bliss  two  sons  and  two  daughters  were 
born,  namely:  Lambert  B.,  father  of  our  subject; 
Henry,  a  resident  of  New  York  Mills,  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,and  now  (181)3)  eighty-one  j'ears 
old;  Mrs.  Fannie  Sturtevant,  who  resides  in  Del- 
avan,  Wis.;  and  Maria,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years.  Grandfather  Dewey  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. 

Lambert  B.  Dewey,  father  of  our  subject,  was 


born  in  Oneida  County, and  upon  attaining  to 
manhood  married  Miss  Delia  A.  Storey,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Alvin  Storey,  a  prominent  and  extensive 
farmer  of  Oneida  County.  Her  grandfather,  Capt. 
P^noch  Storey,  served  as  a  Captain  during  the  Rev- 
olutionary War,  and  died  when  over  ninety-five 
years  of  age.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Dewey  lo- 
cated in  Walesville,  Oneida  County,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  tilling  the  soil.  A  prominent  man  in 
public  affairs,  he  served  as  elustice  of  the  Peace, 
Collector  of  the  county,  and  Postmaster  at  Wales- 
ville. In  1859  he  came  to  Marcellus  Township, 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  and,  purchasing  some  unim- 
proved land,  devoted  his  attention  to  its  cultiva- 
tion. In  1864  he  removed  to  Porter  Township, 
Van  Buren  County,  Mich.,  and  made  his  home  upon 
an  improved  farm  there  for  ten  years,  when  he 
came  to  Wayne  Township,  Cass  Count3%  and  lo- 
cated on  a  farm.  After  having  resided  there  for 
ten  or  more  yeais,  he  came  to  Dowagiac,  where  he 
now  lives  retired,  having  attained  to  the  advanced 
age  of  seventy-seven  years.  Since  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  party,  he  has  been  one  of  its  most 
devoted  champions  and  has  served  his  party  with 
loyalty  and  zeal.  Religiouslv,  he  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  Church. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  the  subject  of  this 
biographical  notice  accompanied  his  father  to 
Michigan,  where  he  conducted  his  studies  for  some 
time.  In  1864-65  he  attended  Eastman's  Business 
College,  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  graduating  from 
that  institution  in  1865.  Upon  his  return  to 
Dowagiac  he  accepted  a  clerkship  in  the  general 
store  of  Jones  Sl  Gibbs  and  remained  with  that  firm 
until  1873,  a  period  of  eight  years.  He  then 
formed  a  partnership  with  Marvin  Defendorf  and 
Daniel  Lyle,  the  title  of  the  firm  being  Dewey, 
Defendof  &  Lyle.  LFpon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lyle  in 
1887,  his  place  in  the  firm  was  assumed  by  Eu- 
gene Lyle,  who  retired  one  year  later,  and  since 
tliat  time  the  business  has  been  conducted  under 
the  name  of  Dewey  cfe  Defendorf. 

October  13,  1867,  occurred  the  marriage  of  B.  L. 
Dewey  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Green,  who  was  born  in 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  but  removed  thence  at  the  age 
of  nine  years  and  located  with  her  father,  William 
H.  Green,  in  Battle  Creek.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dewey  are 
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Die  parents  of  three  children,  namely:  Harry  B., 
who  is  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  at  Eire- 
no,  Okla.;  Hattie  Free  and  Fred  L.,  who  are  at 
home.  The  elder  son  married  Miss  Lizzie  Pettee, 
of  Osage  City,  Kan.,  the  daughter  of  S.  B.  Pettee, 
a  business  man  residing  in  Elreno,  Okla.  One 
child  has  been  born  to  bless  this  union,  a  son  named 
Marshall  Burgette. 

A  man  of  strong  convictions  and  decided  opin- 
ions, Mr.  Dewey  believes  that  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party  are  best  calculated  to  promote 
the  progress  of  the  nation,  and  he  accordingly 
gives  his  unwavering  support  to  the  party  of  his 
choice.  For  one  term  he  served  as  Mayor  of  the 
city  and  he  is  at  the  present  time  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  with  which  he  has  been  con- 
nected for  twenty  years.  Socially,  he  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason  and  has  been  Secretary  of  the  lodge 
at  Dowagiac.  In  his  religious  belief  he  is  a  Con- 
gregationalist  and  is  a  Trustee  of  the  church  here. 
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HOMAS  J.  EDWARDS,  Treasurer  of  Cass 
^^  Count}^,  and  a  prominent  business  man  of 
Dowagiac,  was  born  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 
June  23,  1844.  He  is  of  direct  English  descent, 
his  parents,  Thomas  and  Louisa  (Kellott)  Edwards, 
having  both  been  born  in  Leicestershire,  England. 
The  father  learned  the  drug  trade  in  his  native 
land,  and  after  his  emigration  to  America,  in  1837, 
followed  that  business  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  from 
1842  until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1859.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife,  which  occurred  in  1851, 
he  was  again  married,  choosing  as  his  wife  Miss 
Elizabeth  Edwards,  his  first  cousin.  Seven  chil- 
dren resulted  from  the  first  marriage,  and  three 
were  born  of  the  second  union,  all  of  whom  are 
now  living.  The  father  of  this  family  was  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  business,  and  being  a  man  of  shrewd 
foresight  and  sound  judgment,  he  attained  a  prom- 
inent position  among  the  moneyed  men  of  Ann 
Arbor,  and  at  his  death  left  a  fortune  to  his  fam- 
ily.    While  not  an  active  partisan,  he  always  dis- 


played an  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs,  and 
was  a  stanch  Democrat. 

Little  of  unusual  interest  occurred  to  individ- 
ualize the  life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  prior 
to  the  commencement  of  the  Civil  War.  In  Au- 
gust, 1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company 
C,  First  Michigan  Infantry,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  enlistment  was  mustered  out,  in 
November,  1864.  Afterward  he  re-enlisted  in  the 
United  States  service,  serving  with  the  same  com- 
pan}'  and  regiment  as  before.  He  was  mustered 
out  on  the  9th  of  July,  1865,  after  having  served 
altogether  a  period  of  four  years  lacking  one 
month.  He  took  an  active  part  in  forty-seven  en- 
gagements, being  in  all  the  important  engage- 
ments of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill  on  the  1st 
of  July,  1862,  and  was  taken  to  the  hospital  at 
Philadelphia,  where  he  remained  until  his  recov- 
ery. In  the  Peninsular  campaign  he  saw  consid- 
erable active  service.  Throughout  his  entire  mili- 
tary life  he  displayed  the  possession  of  valor,  cour- 
age and  energy,  and  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight 
his  cool  intrepidity  never  failed  him.  To  such  as 
he  the  Union  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  that  can 
never  be  repaid. 

Returning  to  Michigan,  Mr.  P^d wards  located  in 
Ypsiianti,  where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  trade  of  a  marble-cutter,  and  followed  that  oc- 
cupation for  ten  years,  part  of  the  time  in  Ypsi- 
ianti. In  1872  he  came  to  Dowagiac  and  cm- 
barked  in  the  marble  and  granite  business,  which 
he  still  conducts,  having  established  a  lucrative 
trade  and  built  up  an  extensive  business.  His 
marriage,  which  occurred  on  the  10th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1868,  united  him  with  Miss  Mary  S.  Cady, 
the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Fidelia  (Carter)  Cady, 
her  father  being  a  farmer  of  Ypsiianti.  She  was 
born  and  reared  in  that  city,  and  has  spent  her 
entire  life  in  Michigan.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards 
have  two  children:  Wallace  C,  Cashier  of  Lee 
Bros.  <fe  Co.'s  Bank,  at  Dowagiac;  and  Myrta  L., 
who  is  at  home. 

Politically,  our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and  is 
so  positive  in  his  opinions  as  to  be  considered 
radical.  In  State  and  national  politics,  he  takes  a 
deep  interest,  and  has  himself  figured  prominently 
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in  the  public  life  of  the  conimunit3\  He  served 
as  Alderman  for  six  years,  and  was  prominent  in 
the  City  Council.  In  the  fall  of  1890,  he  was 
elected  Count}^  Treasurer,  and  two  years  later  he 
was  re-elected,  being  the  present  incumbent  of  the 
office.  In  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  he  en- 
joys considerable  prominence,  and  was  the  first 
Commander  of  H.  C.  Gilbert  Post  No.  47,  at 
Dowagiac,  having  filled  that  position  for  five  suc- 
cessive years.  He  has  been  a  Chairman  of  the  City 
Republican  Committee,  also  a  member  of  the 
County  Republican  Committee.  Identified  with 
the  Masonic  order,  he  has  served  as  Master  of  the 
lodge,  High  Priest  of  the  chapter,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  commandery  at  Niles.  He  is  also  connected 
with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  being  an  ac- 
tive member  of  these  societies. 
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!^^  EORGE  E.  SMITH.  This  influential  busi- 
ness man  of  St.  Joseph  is  a  dealer  in  real 
^^^j  estate  and  also  devotes  especial  attention 
to  loans  and  collections.  He  is  highly  respected 
among  the  people  of  this  city  by  the  Lake,  and, 
being  a  thoroughly  practical  man  in  all  depart- 
ments of  his  business,  he  enjoj^s  a  steadilj'  growing 
prosperity,  which  is  the  result  of  merit.  St.  Joseph 
is  progressing  rapidly  to  a  front  rank  among  the 
cities  of  Michigan,  and  its  real  estate  is  constantly 
increasing  in  value.  As  the  natural  result,  the 
business  in  which  Mr.  Smith  is  engaged  has  as- 
sumed proportions  hitherto  undreamed  of,  and 
has  attained  an  importance  which  in  former  years 
it  did  not  possess. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  traces 
his  ancestry  through  a  long  line  of  worthy  and 
brave  men  to  Old  England,  whence  at  an  early 
period  in  the  settlement  of  the  United  States  his 
progenitors  emigrated  hither  and  established 
homes  for  their  families.  Josiah  Smith,  the  grand- 
father  of  our   subject,  was   born    in    Connecticut 


and  did  valiant  service  during  the  period  of  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Josiah  Smith,  Jr.,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Nutmeg  State, 
and  died  in  January,  1883.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Betsey,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Lock- 
wood  and  a  native  of  Connecticut. 

At  Stamford,  Fairfield  County,  Conn.,  George 
E.  Smith  was  born  on  the  24th  of  March,  1838. 
His  boyhood  was  uneventfully  spent  in  his  father's 
home,  and  much  of  his  time  was  given  to  his 
studies,  which  he  carried  on  in  the  common  schools 
and  later  at  a  private  boarding-school.  Upon 
leaving  school,  he  aided  his  father  in  the  farm 
work  and  continued  thus  occupied  for  ten  years. 
It  had  always  been  his  desire  to  travel  and  gain 
the  broad  information  which  comes  from  contact 
with  people  of  other  countries.  As  soon,  there- 
fore, as  he  was  able  to  do  so,  he  left  home  and 
traveled  extensively  throughout  the  United  States, 
Cuba  and  Canada. 

Coming  to  St.  Joseph  in  August,  1861,  Mr. 
Smith  opened  a  grocery  and  hardware  store,  and 
conducted  a  prosperous  business  for  twelve  months. 
That  peaceful  occupation  was  broken  in  upon  by 
his  enlistment,  in  August,  1862,  as  a  member  of 
Company  B,  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  in  which 
he  served  as  Quartermaster-Sergeant  about  two 
years.  He  participated  in  many  of  the  hard- 
fought  engagements  of  the  Civil  War,  and  among 
the  battles  in  which  he  took  active  part  may  be 
mentioned  those  of  Gettysburg,  Ilagerstown,  Coal 
Harbor,  the  Wilderness,  Cedar  Creek,  and  numer- 
ous other  engagements  of  minor  importance, 
though  not  less  hazardous  to  life.  At  the  battle 
of  Cedar  Creek  he  was  wounded  and  again  in  the 
Wilderness,  but  fortunately  his  injuries  did  not 
prove  serious,  and  in  June,  1864,  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant  and  assigned  to 
Company  A,  same  regiment.  At  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  enlistment,  in  1866,  he  was  mustered 
out  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  with  an  honorable  record  as 
a  soldier. 

Returning  to  St.  Joseph,  Mr.  Smith  engaged  in 
merchandising  for  a  number  of  years,  and  at  the 
same  time  operated  a  sawmill  and  dealt  in  lumber. 
He  was  also  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  fruit 
baskets,  an  enterprise  which    he    conducted    until 
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1891  and  then  sold  out.  Through  these  varied 
industries,  he  accumulated  a  competency  and, 
what  is  better,  the  reputation  of  being  an  honor- 
able man  in  business  and  fair  in  his  dealings  with 
all.  In  his  political  sympathies,  he  is  outspoken 
in  his  preferences  and  pronounced  in  his  support 
of  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  elected  Presi- 
dent of  St.  Joseph  Council  one  year  and  was  Coun- 
cilman several  times.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Education  for  ten  years.  Fraternally^,  he  is  con- 
nected with  Occidental  Lodge  No.  56,  F.  &  A.  M. 
The  pleasant  residence  of  Mr.  Smith  is  located 
on  Broad  Street,  and  is  presided  over  by  his  wife,  a 
lady  who  possesses  many  charms  of  character. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Warren  and  Sarah  E.  (Lag- 
ley)  Chapman,  residents  of  St.  Joseph,  and  has 
made  her  home  in  this  city  since  a  child,  where  in 
maidenhood  she  was  known  as  Belle  Chapman. 
She  was  born  in  New  Market,  Rockingham  Co., 
N.  IL  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  was 
celebrated  December  16,  1868,  and  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  two  children:  Olive  C,  who  grad- 
uated, the  youngest  of  her  class  of  nine,  in  the  St. 
Joseph  High  School,  and  also  graduated  from 
the  Benton  Harbor  College,  after  which  she  at- 
tended Wellesley  College  for  two  years;  and  War- 
ren Chapman,  who  after  leaving  High  School  at 
St.  Joseph  spent  a  year  at  the  Agricultural  Col- 
lego  at  Lansing.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the 
Universalist  Church. 


m^^^mmm 


:5o~ 


ENRY  ALDRICH,  a  successful  pioneer  ag- 
riculturist of  Cass  County,  Mich.,  has  for 
thirteen  years  resided  upon  his  valuable 
homestead  in  Ontwa  Township,  and,  arriv- 
ing within  the  borders  of  the  State  a  young  man  of 
twenty-five,  has  in  his  Western  home  witnessed  the 
remarkable  change  of  more  than  a  half-century. 
During  this  length  of  time,  he  has  been  intimately 
associated  with  the  progressive  movements  and 
various  enterprises  of  the  county,  aiding  gener- 
ously in  the  promotion  of   mutual   welfare.     Our 


subject  was  born  in  Smithfield,  R.  L,  May  5,  1813. 
He  was  the  son  of  James  and  Hannah  (Comstock) 
Aldiich.  Grandfather  Nathan  Aldrich  lived  and 
died  in  Rhode  Island,  and  devoted  his  days  to 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  He  was  of  English 
descent,  and  in  leligious  belief  a  Quaker.  His 
family  of  children  consisted  of  James,  Nathan, 
Simon,  Thomas,  Sa>'les  Scott,  and  Esther.  The 
brothers  and  sister,  with  the  exception  of  Nathan, 
reared  families  of  their  own,  who  occupied  positions 
of  influence. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  James  Aldrich,  was 
born  in  Rhode  Island,  March  29,  1786.  By  trade 
a  carpenter,  he  also  engaged  in  the  tilling  of  the 
soil.  In  1815,  he  went  to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
and  thence  removed  to  Evans,  Erie  County,  where 
he  bought  and  improved  a  farm.  In  1834,  the  father 
came  West  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Michigan, 
and  in  1835,  with  his  family,  made  his  home  r.ear 
Niles.  In  1837,  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  12,  Milton  Township,  and  in 
1841  he  located  on  a  farm  west  of  Niles.  In  the 
fall  of  1857,  he  removed  to  Prescott,  Wis.,  where 
he  passed  away  March  14,  1858.  His  widow  re- 
turned to  Niles,  Mich.,  her  former  home.  During 
his  career  of  busy  usefulness,  James  Aldrich  oc- 
cupied positions  of  oftlcial  trust,  and  with  great  ac- 
ceptability served  as  Supervisor  and  Justice  of 
the  Peace.  He  was  a  Whig  in  early  life,  and  later 
voted  the  Republican  ticket.  In  faith  he  was, 
like  his  ancestors,  a  Quaker. 

The  mother  of  Mr.  Aldrich  was  also  a  native  of 
Smithfield,  and  was  born  January  5, 1792.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Henry  Comstock,  who  died  in 
Rhode  Island.  The  maternal  grandfather  married 
twice.  His  first  wife,  Hannah  Green,  became  the 
mother  of  several  daughters  and  three  sons.  Mrs. 
Hannah  (Comstock)  Aldrich  died  in  1884  or  1885, 
and  was  mourned  by  all  who  knew  her.  Henry 
Aldrich  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
native  State,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  be- 
gan to  work  for  himself  chopping  and  splitting 
rails.  In  1836,  he  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  but  in 
1837  he  returned  to  Michigan,  to  which  State  he  had 
accompanied  his  parents  in  1834.  He  next  inves- 
ted in  eighty  acres  in  Milton   Township,  to  which 
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he  later  added  forty  acres,  and  finally  increased 
his  homestead  by  the  purchase  of  a-quarter  of  a 
section,  and  partially  improved  the  fine  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres.  Later  he  bought  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Ontwa,  which  has 
since  been  his  permanent  home.  Upon  this  prop- 
erty, now  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  he 
erected  in  1881  a  handsome  and  commodious 
residence,  the  homestead  being  one  of  the  most 
valuable  in  this  part  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Aldrich  has  occupied  with  able  fidelity 
various  township  otiices,  and  as  Supervisor  has 
materially  aided  in  the  advancement  of  local  im- 
provements. He  cast  his  first  vote  for  William 
Henry  Harrison,  and,  once  a  Whig,  has  long  affil- 
iated with  the  Republican  party.  September  7, 
1840,  Henry  Aldrich  and  Miss  Elmira  Treat  were 
united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Aldrich  was  a  native  of 
Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  February  13, 
1821.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Timothy  and 
Louisa  (Bcntley)  Treat.  Grandfather  Thomas 
Treat  participated  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
after  many  years  passed  away  in  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.  His  wife  was  a  Strattan,  and  belonged  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Timothy  Treat 
was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Yt.,  March  80,1786. 
He  removed  to  P^rie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there 
enlisted  in  the  War  of  1812.  In  1834,  he  emigra- 
ted by  wagon  to  Cass  Count}^  Mich.,  and  was 
three  weeks  making  the  journey.  He  bought 
forty  acres  in  Milton  Township,  and  two  years 
later  he  settled  in  Silver  Creek  Township,  where 
he  improved  eighty  acres.  In  1869,  he  went  to 
P^lk  Grove,  Cal.,  where  he  died  March  29,  1875,  a 
Universalist  in  belief.  In  political  affiliation  he  was 
a  Democrat,  and  after  the  Kansas  troubles  was  an 
ardent  Republican.  Twice  married,  his  first  wife 
bore  him  Sullivan  Treat,  and  in  1859  died  in  Cali- 
fornia. The  second  wife  was  the  mother  of  twelve 
children,  eleven  of  whom  were  reared  to  years  of 
maturity.  The  sons  and  daughters  were,  Fidelia, 
Almira,  Rubj^  James  B.,  Louisa,  Ira  H.,  Willard  W. 
and  Wallace  W.  (twins),  Horace  J.  (who  enlisted 
in  Michigan,  and  was  killed  at  Shiloh),  Lucy  A., 
Nancy  J.  and  Amanda.  The  brothers  and  sisters, 
with  one  exce|)tion,  reared  families,  who  have  oc- 
cupied positions  of  usefulness  and  influence. 


Louisa  (Bentley)  Treat  was  the  daughter  of 
James  Bentley,  who  was  born  in  Vermont  and  died 
at  a  good  old  age  in  New  York.  He  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  with  bravery  and  was  a  true 
patriot.  The  Treats  were  of  English  origin,  and 
the  ancestors  of  the  Bentleys  were  of  Scotch  de- 
scent. Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children.  Alpha 
is  the  wife  of  Harvey  L.  Drew,  of  San  Bernardino, 
Cal.  James  M.  enlisted  in  Company  M,  Fourth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  and  died  at  Lebanon,  Ky. 
Levi  M.  died  at  San  Bernardino,  Cal.,  his  death 
occurring  about  two  years  ago.  George  B.  passed 
away  at  twenty-one  years  of  age  at  home.  Jasper 
A.  was  the  youngest.  Mrs.  Aldrich  is  a  Close- 
Communion  Baptist  and  with  her  family  has  ably 
assisted  in  the  good  work  and  benevolent  enter- 
prises of  her  home  locality.  For  fifty-six  years 
our  subject  has  been  an  influential  factor  in  the 
advancement  of  Cass  County,  and  is  universally 
esteemed  as  a  public-spirited  citizen. 


WpILLIAM  J.  KELSEY,  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
most  successful  medical  practitioners  of 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  began  the  wearing 
duties  of  his  profession  in  Cassopolis  in  1865. 
Remaining  constantly  in  the  same  place  of  resi- 
dence, he  has  for  nearly  thirty  years  gone  his  daily 
rounds  amid  sunshine  and  storm,  and  is  widely 
known  as  an  able  and  skillful  physician,  enjoying 
a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  Dr.  Kelsey  was 
born  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  August  20,  1839, 
and  was  but  an  infant  when  his  parents  removed 
to  their  new  home  in  the  West.  Our  subject  was 
one  of  the  four  children  of  James  and  Mary 
(Compton)  Kelsey.  The  father,  a  native  of  New 
England,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Haddam,  Mid- 
dlesex County,  Conn.  The  paternal  giandfather, 
James  Kelsey,  an  energetic  and  excellent  business 
man,  was  also  of  Connecticut  birth  and  was  largely 
interested  for  many  years  in  the  stone  quarries  of 
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his  part  of  Middlesex  County.  The  Kelsey  family 
were  among  the  pioneer  settleis  of  Connecticut, 
the  ancestors  of  our  subject  having  emigrated 
from  England  but  fifty  years  after  the  "  May- 
flower ''  landed  at  Plymouth  Rock.  Father  Kel- 
sey early  journeyed  to  the  State  of  New  York  and 
thpre  made  his  home  for  many  years,  but  finally 
settled  in  La  Grange  Township,  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  in  1839. 

Dr.  Kelsey  received  his  primary  education  in 
the  schools  of  La  Grange  Township,  and  also  en- 
joyed the  benefit  of  a  classical  course  in  the  Bap- 
tist College  at  Kalamazoo.  He  studied  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  State  University  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  later  completed  his  preparation  for  the 
duties  of  his  profession  at  Rush  Medical  College, 
Chicago,  from  which  celebrated  institution  of 
learning  he  graduated  in  the  Class  of  '65.  From 
that  time  the  life  of  our  subject  has  been  de- 
voted to  the  demands  of  a  widely-extended  prac- 
tice in  Cassopolis  and  the  adjoining  country. 
Taking  a  high  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  profession 
of  medicine.  Dr.  Kelsey  has  for  more  than  a  score 
of  years  been  an  active  member  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Cass  County  Medical  Society.  Our  subject  was 
Pension  Examiner  under  the  first  administration 
of  President  Cleveland,  and  has  always  been  closely 
identified  with  all  the  social  and  progressive  inter- 
ests of  Cassopolis. 

In  his  political  affiliation  our  subject  is  a 
pronounced  Democrat  and  a  most  ardent  advo- 
cate of  the  principles  of  his  party.  Ever  inter- 
ested in  local  and  National  issues,  he  has  been 
the  efiTicient  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  County 
Committee.  Dr.  Kelsey  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons,  aflSli- 
ating  with  Backus  Lodge,  Kingsley  Chapter  and 
Niles  Commandery.  Our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  September  25,  1876,  with  Miss  Calista, 
daughter  of  Henr}^  Tietsort,  of  La  Grange  Town- 
ship, this  county.  Mrs.  Kelsey  was  one  of  the  five 
children  of  her  parents,  old-time  residents  of  the 
State.  One  son,  James  H.,  has  blessed  the  home  of 
our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife.  This  son,  a 
promising  young  man,  is  now  a  student  at  the 
Cassopolis  High  School,  and  has   before  him    the 


prospect  of  a  bright  future.  Worthily  performing 
the  daily  duties  of  his  life,  given  mainly  to  the  re- 
lief of  suffering  humanity.  Dr.  Kelsey  has  well 
earned  the  esteem  and  respect  accorded  to  him  by 
all  the  residents  of  Cassopolis  and  the  surrounding 
country,  and  is  known  as  a  liberal-spirited  citizen, 
ready  to  aid  in  all  matters  of  public  welfare. 


^^-^r^m 


UFUS  BRUNSON.  At  a  time  when  the 
?  present  thriving  village  of  Benton  Harbor 
existed  only  as  a  dream  in  the  minds  of  a 
^^^  few  enthusiasts,  Mr.  Brunson  came  to  the 
present  site  of  the  place  and,  purchasing  property 
here,  embarked  in  business  as  a  nurseryman  and 
fruit-grower.  Since  that  time  his  history  has  been 
that  of  the  town,  and  he  has  prospered  with  the 
prosperity  of  the  place  and  gained  influence  with 
its  growth.  It  may  easily  be  understood  that  he 
is  deeply  interested  in  the  progress  which  it  has 
already  made  materially  and  socially,  and  his  ac- 
tive assistance  may  always  be  relied  upon  in  pro- 
jects originated  on  its  behalf. 

Born  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  June  24,  1833, 
the  subject  of  this  notice  is  the  son  of  Sterne  and 
Sarah  (Shank)  Brunson,  natives  respectively  of 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  Pennsylvania.  On 
his  father's  side,  Mr.  Brunson  traces  his  ancestry 
to  England,  and  the  family  was  earl}!  represented 
in  Connecticut,  where  Grandfather  Reuben  Brun- 
son was  born.  On  the  home  farm  in  Elkhart 
County,  Ind.,  our  subject  grew  to  a  sturdy  and 
vigorous  manhood,  acquiring  a  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  "temples  of  learning''  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, but  spending  his  time  principally  in  aiding 
his  father  in  the  work  of  developing  and  improv- 
ing the  land. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  Mr.  Brunson 
came  to  the  present  site  pf  the  village  of  Benton 
Harbor,  where  he  purchased  seventy-six  acres, 
running  from  the  corner  of  the  present  water  basin 
to  Brittain  Avenue,  and  from  there  eighty  rods 
east.    On  this  place  he  planted  orchards  of  peaches. 
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pears  and  small  fruits,  and  at  the  present  time 
raises  fruits  on  as  large  a  scale  as  anyone  in  the 
county.  Three  and  one-half  acres  are  planted  to 
the  very  finest  kinds  of  strawberries,  which  he 
raises  extensively  and  ships  principally  to  Chi- 
cago. He  has  made  of  his  business  a  science, 
studying  closely  how  to  secure  the  best  results 
from  every  acre  of  ground,  and  keeping  abreast 
with  every  advance  in  the  domain  of  horticulture. 
The  lady  who  on  the  18th  of  ,lune,  1861,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Mr.  Brunson  was  Miss  Sara  J. 
Stotts,  of  Lima,  Ohio.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Ja- 
cob Stotts,  a  native  of  Hancock,  Ohio,  who  went 
to  Australia  in  1855,  and  has  since  resided  there. 
In  1891  he  returned  to  America  and  visited  Mrs. 
Brunson  at  Benton  Harbor.  Three  children  were 
born  of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brunson: 
Sterne,  who  resides  in  Chicago;  Zoradia  and  Alvin 
IL,  who  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  In  their 
religious  belief  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brunson  are  Univer- 
sal ists,  and  hold  membership  in  the  church  of  that 
denomination  at  Benton  Harbor.  Politically,  Mr. 
Brunson  gives  his  influence  and  ballot  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  candidates  of  the  Republican  party,  of 
which  he  is  a  firm  adherent. 


^1 


m^ 


/p5^1BS0NP.  WORDEN.  Among  the  prorai- 
III  ^__  nent  furniture  dealers  in  the  thriving  little 
^^^f  village  of  Marcellus  is  G.  P.  Worden,  who 
is  also  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  and  farm- 
ing. He  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  July  15, 
1861,  to  the  marriage  of  L*a  and  Melissa  (Pro- 
bosco)  Worden,  both  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
The  father  was  but  a  child  when  his  parents  left 
New  York  State  for  Ohio,  and  he  grew  to  mature 
years  near  Cleveland.  His  youthful  days  were 
spent  in  assisting  on  the  farm  and  in  attending 
the  common  schools,  in  which  he  received  a  fair 
education.  After  his  marriage  to  Miss  Probosco 
he  went  to  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  and  about  1866 
engaged  in  farming.  Later,  he  embarked  in  the 
boot  and  shoe  business  and  continued  in  thi9  bus- 


iness for  twelve  years  in  Charlotte,  Eaton  County, 
Mich.,  or  until  his  death,  January  22,  1877.  His 
wife  is  now  a  resident  of  Charlotte,  Mich.,  where 
they  made  their  home  for  many  years.  Mr.  Wor- 
den was  a  Republican  in  his  political  views  and  a 
man  possessed  of  an  unusual  amount  of  good 
business  acumen.  He  held  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  many  years  and 
took  a  deep  interest  in  all  its  affairs.  In  his  polit- 
ical predilections  he  was  a  stanch  Republican,  ad- 
vocating the  principles  and  platform  of  that  party 
with  much  enthusiasm. 

Four  of  the  five  children  born  to  this  worthy 
couple  are  now  living:  Lizzie,  wife  of  Mr.  Van 
Tears,  who  is  a  traveling  salesman  for  a  clothing 
house;  Lillian,  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  at 
Schoolcraft,  Mich.;  and  Nora,  who  is  a  book-keeper 
in  Charlotte,  Mich.  Our  subject  was  reared  in 
Charlotte,  and  there  received  a  fair  education,  at- 
tending school  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  After 
this  he  was  engaged  in  business  in  Charlotte  for 
four  years,  and  then  came  to  Marcellus,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking 
business.  He  started  out  in  business  on  a  small 
scale,  his  capital  being  about  $300,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  built  up  a  very 'good  business. 

He  has  a  large  store,  132x22  feet,  and  carries  a 
very  large  stock  of  the  very  best  goods.  He  has 
three  hearses,  and  takes  charge  of  all  the  details  of 
funerals  entrusted  to  his  care,  suppl^^ing  crape  and 
all  the  iiecessaries,  while  liis  charges  are  moderate. 
He  has  coffins  and  caskets  of  all  grades,  etc.,  and 
his  perfect  knowledge  of  his  business  and  his 
pleasant,  genial  manners  have  made  him  a  favor- 
ite with  all.  He  was  married  in  the  year  1881,  to 
Miss  Ida  King,  a  native  of  Cass  County,  and  the 
daughter  of  Josiah  King,  who  was  for  many  3^ears 
a  very  prominent  farmer  of  this  county.  Mrs. 
Worden  was  educated  in  this  county,  and  was 
a  lady  whose  many  estimable  qualities  endeared 
her  to  all.  She  died  on  the  11th  of  July,  1883, 
leaving  one  child,  Ira,  who  died  the  same  year. 

Mr.  Worden 's  second  marriage  occurred  in  1892, 
to  Miss  Kate  King,  sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  they 
now  have  a  very  pleasant  home  in  this  city.  Po- 
litically, Mr.  Worden  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  held 
a  number  of   township   offlces,   being   Township 


268 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOCJRAPHICAL  RECORD= 


Treasurer  for  two  years  and  Trustee  of  the  town 
for  some  time.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free 
(fe  Accepted  Masons  and  is  interested  in  all  their  af- 
fairs. Mr.  Worden  owns  a  farm  two  miles  from 
Marcellus,  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  all  well  im- 
proved and  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He 
raises  stock  and  grain.  For  some  time  he  has  been 
interested  in  the  Worden  &,  Shellito  Addition  to 
the  village  of  Marcellus,  and  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty -six  lots  in  the  addition  one  hundred  and 
twenty  have  been  sold.  He  has  also  been  en- 
gaged in  buying  and  selling  real  estate  and  has 
done  well  at  that  business.  Public-spirited  and 
enterprising,  he  takes  a  deep  interest  in  anything 
that  has  for  its  object  the  growth  and  advance- 
ment of  the  town  or  county. 


«^ 
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G.  ANTLSDALE.  One  of  the  finest  resi- 
dences in  Benton  Harbor  is  "Oak wood 
Place,''  which  is  beautifully  situated  on 
Michigan  Avenue  and  commands  a  line 
view  of  the  lake.  The  well-kept  lawn  and  at- 
tractive surroundings  invariably  cause  the  pass- 
ev-hy  to  pause  in  admiration,  and  visitors  to  the 
city  are  always  shown  this  place.  In  this  charm- 
ing home,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Antisdale  and  family  re- 
side, and  here  they  extend  a  charming  hospitalit}^ 
to  their  hosts  of  friends. 

At  present  a  real-estate  dealer  in  Benton  Har- 
bor, Mr.  Antisdale  was  formerly  a  resident  of  Ohio, 
and  was  born  in  Geauga  County,  that  State,  March 
19,  1830.  His  father,  George  W.  Antisdale,  was  a 
native  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  July 
19,  1887,  in  Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  also  named  George  W.,  and  was 
born  in  the  Empire  State.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  known  in  maidenhood  as  Sallie  Gree- 
ley, and  was  a  cousin  of  the  famous  Horace  Gree- 
ley. She  is  still  living,  past  eighty  years  of  age. 
Our  subject  attended  the  common  schools  of  Geauga 
County,  Ohio,  and  after  completing  his  studies  he 
engaged  in  teaching,  following  that  profession  for 


a  short  time.  Afterward  he  purchased  a  farm  and 
carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  with  success,  be- 
coming known  throughout  his  community  as  an 
enterprising  and  efficient  farmer. 

In  1869  Mr.  Antisdale  sold  his  property,  and  in 
1870  removed  to  Michigan,  locating  in  Benton 
Harbor  and  opening  a  mercantile  establishment. 
He  engaged  in  merchandising  for  eight  years.  He 
then  became  a  wholesale  dealer  in  fruit  and  veg- 
etables. In  1887  he  opened  a  carriage  repository, 
and  in  addition  sold  farm  implements.  During 
the  following  year  he  erected  a  substantial  brick 
building  on  Pipestone  Street.  In  1891  he  sold  out 
his  mercantile  interests.  The  building  has  a  front- 
age of  forty-eight  and  one-half  feet,  is  seventy-two 
feet  deep  and  three  stories  in  height,  being  con- 
sidered one  of  the  finest  business  blocks  in  the  city. 
He  also  owns  a  business  house  on  West  Main  Street. 
In  politics  Mr.  Antisdale  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
served  for  four  terms  as  Mayor  of  Benton  Harbor. 

At  Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio,  September  6,  1851,  oc- 
curred the  marriage  of  Mr.  Antisdale  with  Miss 
Miranda  Stone,  who  at  that  time  was  residing  in 
Geauga  County,  Ohio.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Stone,  of  Ohio.  She  died  in  1870,  leav- 
ing two  sons,  Nathaniel  H.,  now  residing  in  Chi- 
cago; and  Royal  S.,  whose  home  is  in  Geauga 
County,  Ohio.  The  present  wife  of  our  subject, 
with  whom  he  was  united  April  23, 1871,  was  Mrs. 
Nancy  A.  Burridge,  nee  Brunson,  an  estimable 
lady,  who  occupies  a  leading  position  in  the 
social  circles  of  Benton  Harbor.  Mr.  Antisdale 
served  as  President  of  the  Berrien  County  Horti- 
cultural Society  for  thirteen  consecutive  years,  and 
was  President  of  the  Berrien  County  Agricultural 
Society  for  five  years.  At  this  writing  (1893) 
he  represents  Berrien  County  in  the  fruit  depart- 
ment for  the  Michigan  exhibit  in  Horticultural 
Hall  at  the  World's  Fair,  having  been  appointed  by 
the  State  Commission  to  procure  fruit  for  exhibit. 

In  this  connection  it  will  not  be  inappropriate 
to  present  in  brief  the  principal  events  in  the  life 
of  Sterne  Brunson,  familiarly  known  as  the"fatlier'' 
of  Benton  Harbor,  and  who  was  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Antisdale.  Born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1812,  he  was  the  son  of  Reuben  and  Nancy 
(Cathcart)  Brunson,  and  was  descended  from  Eng- 
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lisli  nnceslors.  During  the  year  of  his  birth,  the 
family  removed  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  wliere  tliey 
remained  for  three  years.  From  that  city  they 
pioceeded  to  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  and  made  that 
tlieir  liome  for  tliree  years,  the  father  being  en- 
gaged in  the  nursery  business  and  also  as  a  fruit- 
grower. From  Wayne  County  the  family  removed 
to  Elkhart,  Ind.,  where  they  resided  until  1859. 

In  1859  Sterne  Brunson  came  to  the  present 
site  of  Benton  Harbor,  and  soon  after  his  arrival 
conceived  the  idea  of  building  a  town  on  the  east 
side  of  the  St.  Joseph  River,  and  of  cutting  a  canal 
from  the  river  to  the  present  site  of  Benton  Har- 
bor. He  originated  and  organized  the  movement, 
and  through  his  sole  instrumentality  the  canal  was 
l)ut  through,  and  the  town  was  given  the  name  of 
Brunson  Harbor,  the  name  being  subsequently 
changed  to  Benton  Harbor.  Later  he  retired  and 
gave  his  attention  exclusively  to  the  care  of  the 
property  he  had  accumulated.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  public  spirit,  in  politics  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  served  as  Mayor  of  Benton  Harbor.  He  do- 
nated the  lot  where  the  Central  School  now  stands, 
and  aided  every  movement  which  had  for  its  ob- 
ject the  improvement  of  the  place.  Socially,  he 
was  identified  with  Benton  Lodge  No.  132, 
L  O.  O.  F. 

April  27,  1826,  Mr.  Brunson  married  Miss  Sa- 
rah, daughter  of  John  Shank,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  died  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brunson  became  the  parents  of  six  children, 
as  follows:  Lewis,  deceased;  John,  Nancy  A.,  Ru- 
fus,  Allen  and  Horace,  the  latter  being  a  resident 
of  Chicago.  In  their  religious  belief,  the  parents 
were  members  of  the  Universalist  Church.  Mr. 
Brunson  passed  away  in  April,  1878,  at  the  home 
of  his  onl3^  daughter,  Mrs.  Antisdale.  His  widow 
survived  him  for  a  number  of  years,  and  died  in 
August,  1886,  at  Mrs.  Antisdale's  liome. 

Nancy  A.  (Brunson)  Antisdale  was  born  in 
AVayne  County,  Ind.,  on  the  28th  of  October,  1830, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Sterne  and  Sarah  (Shank) 
Brunson.  December  8,  1849,  she  married  Alvin 
Burridge,  a  native  of  Vermont  and  a  son  of  John 
Burridge,  of  the  Green  Mountain  State.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Burridge  moved  to  Benton  Harbor  in  1862, 
and  here  he  was  engaged  for  a  number  of  years  in 


general  merchandising  and  fruit-growing.  He  was 
lost  on  Lake  Michigan  on  the  morning  of  the  8th 
of  September,  1868,  at  the  time  of  the  sinking  of 
the  steamer  "Hypocampus.''  Of  his  marriage  four 
children  were  born,  as  follows:  Nettie,  wife  of  W. 
B.  Clark,  of  Benton  Harbor;  Clarabelle,  deceased; 
Lewis  T.,  a  merchant  in  this  city;  and  Nellie  M., 
wife  of  Charles  D.  Cole,  a  commission  merchant  of 
Cliicago,  being  a  member  of  the  firm  of  L.  B.  Smith 
&  Co. 


BARREN  L.  HOGUE.     One  of  the  success- 
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enterprises  of  Benton  Harbor  is  the 
and  shoe  and  gents'  furnishing  house 
of  which  Mr.  Hogue  is  the  owner  and  manager.  A 
practical  and  experienced  merchant,  he  is  careful 
in  the  selection  of  his  stock  so  as  to  secure  the 
best  quality  in  all  lines,  and  having  always  con- 
ducted his  business  upon  reliable  methods,  main- 
tains a  high  reputation  among  the  people  of  this 
vicinity. 

Tracing  his  ancestry  back  a  few  generations,  we 
find  that  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John 
Hogue,  was  born  in  England  and  there  learned  the 
trade  of  a  tailor.  Soon  after  the  close  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary War  he  emigrated  to  America  and  set- 
tled in  Pennsylvania,  also  for  a  time  resided  in 
Youngs  town,  Ohio.  William  R.  Hogue,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Sarah 
(Kyle)  Hogue,  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Robert  Kyle.  IMie 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  Virgin- 
ian by  birth  and  early  settled  in  Ohio,  becoming  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Youngstown. 

Warren  L.  was  born  in  Mercer  Count}^  Pa.,  on 
the  17th  of  April,  1845,  and  was  a  lad  of  almost 
ten  years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Michigan,  settling  in  Pipestone  Township,  Ber- 
rien County,  where  his  father  still  resides,  having 
now  (1893)  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
one.  After  completing  his  studies  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  Mr,  Hogue   took  ^ 


270 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


business  course  in  Watkins'  select  school  in  Ber- 
rien Countj^,  where  he  remained  for  eighteen 
months.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Niles,  where  he 
filled  a  clerical  position  in  the  store  of  Mr.  Jones 
for  a  period  of  two  years. 

Mr.  Hogue  was  married  to  Miss  Maria  Tompkins, 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  October  8,  1868.  Mrs.  Hogue 
is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Harris) 
Tompkins,  natives  of  London,  England,  while  she 
was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Some  years  after  his 
marriage,  Mr.  Hogue  came  to  Benton  Harbor,  and 
in  1877  formed  a  partnership  with  L.  L.  Clark  in 
the  grocery  business.  One  year  later  Mr.  Clark 
sold  his  interest  to  John  Herr  and  the  business 
was  for  four  years  conducted  under  the  title  of 
Hogue  &  Herr.  In  1885,  Mr.  Hogue  disposed  of 
his  interest  in  the  establishment  and  embarked  in 
his  present  business,  in  which  he  has  met  witli  suc- 
cess. 

During  the  years  1890-91,  Mr.  Hogue  served  as 
President  of  the  Benton  Harbor  Building  &  Loan 
Association,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organi- 
zers and  is  a  Director  at  the  present  time.  He  and 
his  estimable  wife  occupy  a  cozy  and  attractive 
home  on  the  corner  of  Church  and  Brunson  Ave- 
nues, and  their  position  in  social  circles  is  the 
highest.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Hogue  is  identified  with 
Benton  Lodge  No.  132, 1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  in  his  polit- 
ical belief  he  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  Republican 
principles. 


OHN  M.  ALLMENDINGER.  In  a  city  of 
the  rapid  growth  and  development  of  Ben- 
ton Harbor,  the  importance  of  the  line  of 
industry  in  which  John  M.  Allmendinger 
is  engaged  cannot  be  over-estimated.  To  the 
contractor  and  builder  in  effect,  conjointly  with 
the  architect,  belongs  the  task  of  imparting  to  the 
city  that  appearance  of  solidity,  wealth,  refinement 
and  comfort  which  at  once  stamps  its  citizens  as 
progressive  and  enterprising. 

Mr»  Allmendinger  i$  a  native  of  Montgomery 


County,  N.  Y.,  born  June  3,  1845,  and  the  son  of 
John  M.  and  Mary  M.  (Frank)  Allmendinger,  both 
natives  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  who  were  mar- 
ried in  Germany  before  coming  to  the  United 
States,  some  time  in  1845.  After  residing  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  N.  Y.,  for  some  time,  Mr.  All- 
mendinger moved  to  near  Little  Falls,  Herkimer 
County,  the  same  State.  There  our  subject  at- 
tained his  growth  and  received  his  education. 
When  very  young  John  M.  started  out  to  earn  his 
own  living.  In  1867  he  came  to  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  where  he  taught  school  one  winter.  He 
first  located  in  Michigan  in  1867,  and  shortly  after 
finishing  his  term  of  school  he  began  contracting 
in  pile-driving,  when  he  built  the  foundation  for 
the  Life  Saving  Station  at  Benton  Harbor.  He 
erected  the  docks  in  Benton  Harbor  and  St.  Jo- 
seph for  E.  A.  Graham,  also  for  the  Vandalia 
Railroad,  and  was  engaged  in  dredging  for  the 
same  road  some  time.  He  makes  a  specialty  of 
heavy  foundation  building  and  erected  the  founda- 
tion for  the  Benton  Harbor  Mills,  also  for  several 
bridges  for  the  Chicago  tfe  West  Michigan  Rail- 
road in  the  State,  some  at  a  cost  of  $40,000.  Mr. 
Allmendinger  has  done  much  contracting  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  State,  and  at  the  present  time 
(1893)  is  engaged  in  the  construction  of  heavy 
docks  in  Benton  Harbor  and  St.  Joseph. 

In  1892,  Mr.  Allmendinger  built  the  Allmendin- 
ger Hotel,  a  fine  three-story  brick,  well  furnished 
and  now  doing  a  good  business.  This  he  rents. 
Mr.  Allmendinger 's  first  marriage  occurred  in 
1868,  and  in  1885  he  was  married  to  his  present 
wife,  who  was  formerly  Miss  Georgian na,  daugh- 
ter of  Almanza  and  Laura  (Brunson)  Hamlin. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  the  last  marriage, 
John  M.,  Jr.,  and  Vere  H.  In  politics,  our  sub- 
ject has  ever  been  a  warm  supporter  of  Republican 
principles,  and  was  Trustee  of  Benton  Harbor  two 
terms.  He  was  also  Harbor  Master  two  years.  Al- 
derman of  the  Third  Ward  one  year,  and  then 
resigned.  He  is  public-spirited  to  an  unlimited 
degree,  and  no  worthy  enterprise  is  allowed  to  fail 
for  want  of  support  on  his  part.  Socially,  he  is  a 
Mason,  a  member  of  Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  298; 
Calvin  Brittain  Chapter  at  St.  Joseph,  and  Malta 
Comroandery  No,  44,  Benton   Harbor,    His  resi- 
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dence  is  situated  on  Lincoln  Avenue,  Benton  Har- 
bor, and  is  in  a  very  desirable  location.  As  a  bus- 
iness man  Mr.  Allmendinger  has  been  a  success. 
From  the  start  his  exceptional  business  abilities, 
his  reliability  and  promptness  in  carrying  out  his 
undertakings,  and  the  liberal  methods  he  adopted 
in  dealing  with  the  public,  secured  for  him  wide 
recognition  and  an  influential  patronage. 


"^Yl  AMES  F.  HIGBEE,  a  retired  farmer  residing 
in  Benton  Harbor,  was  born  in  l>enton  Town- 
ship, Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  May  7,  1818. 
He  is  des(}ended  from  the  English  nobility 
and  traces  his  lineage  in  a  direct  line  to  the  Prince 
of  Orange.  His  grandfather,  James  Higbee,  was 
a  native  of  New  York,  where  his  father,  who  was 
likewise  named  James,  was  born  and  reared.  The 
latter  married  Mary  Finton,  and,  coming  West  to 
Michigan,  resided  here  until  his  death. 

At  the  age  of  nine  years  our  subject  accompa 
nied  his  parents  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  where 
he  acquired  a  practicil  education  in  the  common 
schools.  He  also  attended  the  Niles  High  School 
for  six  months.  In  the  spring  of  1839  he  went  to 
Louisa  County,  Iowa,  where  he  turned  the  first 
furrows  in  the  virgin  soil.  During  the  summer 
he  engaged  in  breaking  prairie  land  at  $3  per  acre, 
and  in  the  winter  taught  school,  being  thus  occu- 
pied for  two  years.  In  the  fall  of  1841  he  re- 
turned to  Michigan  and  cleared  and  improved  a 
farm  in  Berrien  County,  remaining  on  the  place 
until  March,  1885,  when  he  retired  from  agricul- 
ture and  came  to  Benton  Harbor.  Since  that  time 
he  has  engaged  as  a  dealer  in  real  estate.  In  1887 
he  erected  the  Higbee  Hotel,  which  is  a  line  brick 
structure  containing  all  the  modern  conveniences. 
With  the  various  interests  connected  with  the 
growth  of  Berrien  County  Mr.  Higbee  was  actively 
interested.  He  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  superintend  the  construction  of  the 
Benton  Harbor  Canal  and  rendered  efficient  service 
in  digging  it.     In  politics  he  is  a  strong  Republi- 
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can,  and  gives  his  influence  to  the  good  of  his 
party.  In  regard  to  social  connections  he  is  identi- 
fied with  Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  298,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
With  his  wife  he  holds  membership  in  the  Chris- 
tian Church  of  Benton  Harbor,  and  is  active  in  the 
promotion  of  all  religious  enterprises.  His  resi- 
dence is  located  on  the  corner  of  Brittain  Avenue 
and  Heck  Court,  and  is  an  elegant  two-story 
structure,  erected  in  1889  and  containing  all  the 
modern  improvements. 

In  Iowa,  September  30,  1841,  Mr.  Higbee  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Lewin,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  and 
at  the  age  of  eleven  years  removed  to  Louisa 
County,  Iowa,  with  her  parents,  John  A.  and  Sa- 
loam  Lewin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Higbee  are  the  parents 
of  nine  children:  Amanda  M.,  wife  of  William 
Hill;  Mary  A.,  who  married  W.  IL  Pike,  and  is 
deceased;  John  Calvin;  Nancy  Jane,  the  wife  of 
George  D.  Thompson;  Emily  H.,  the  wife  of 
James  M.  Cunningham;  Ida  J.,  who  married  Henry 
C.  Lane;  Eliza,  deceased;  Capitola  L.,  Mrs.  James 
G.  Phillips;  and  Perry,  deceased.  Mrs.  Higbee 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Iowa,  and  acquired 
a  good  English  education.  She  has  reared  a  large 
family  of  children,  and  has  proved  herself  to  be  a 
most  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and  it  may  here  be 
said  that  much  of  the  success  of  her  husband  is 
due  to  her  good  judgment  and  persevering  efforts 
in  aiding  him  in  his  undertakings.  After  a  wedded 
life  of  over  a  half-century  they  can  look  back  over 
the  past  with  that  degree  of  satisfaction  which  is 
only  characteristic  of  a  life  well  spent.     . 

In  November,  1841,  Mr.  Higbee  brought  his  wife 
to  his  farm  in  the  woods  of  Benton  Township, 
Berrien  County,  and  they  commenced  housekeep- 
ing in  a  log  cabin  without  a  dollar  on  hand.  They 
had  to  go  in  debt  for  provisions  enough  to  carry 
them  through  the  coming  year.  Flour  and  pork 
were  very  high,  and  store  goods  equally  so.  Mr. 
Higbee  commenced  to  clear  up  the  land,  which  was 
a  very  hard  and  laborious  task.  The  first  crop  con- 
sisted of  one  acre  planted  to  potatoes,  on  which  he 
raised  four  hundred  bushels,  selling  them  the  next 
spring  at  $1  per  bushel;  from  three  and  one-fourth 
acres  of  corn  he  raised  about  two  hundred  bushels, 
which  he  sold  for  seventy-five  cents  per  bushel;* 
he  also  raised  about  fifteen  bushels  of  spring  wheat. 
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The  first  year's  crop,  by  rigid  economy,  enabled 
Mr.  Higbee  to  pay  off  bis  debts  and  leave  a  balance 
of  about  $250.  We  mention  these  facts  of  the 
early  days  more  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  the 
present  and  future  generations  the  hardships  and 
privations  which  the  pioneers  endured  in  order  to 
lay  the  foundation  for  our  present  prosperity  and 
greatness  as  a  nation.  Too  much  credit  cannot 
be  given  to  the  brave  men  and  noble  women  of 
the  pioneer  period  of  our  country's  history.  Few 
citizens  of  Benton  Harbor  have  been  more  closely 
connected  with  its  growth  than  the  venerable  man 
of  whom  we  write.  He  served  as  the  first  Treas- 
urer of  the  township,  and  held  that  olfice  for  sev- 
eral terms.  He  also  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  several  terms.  Often  he  w^as  the  incumbent 
of  three  or  four  official  positions  at  the  same  time, 
and  he  is  still  a  Notary  Public. 

It  was  Mr.  Higbee  who  purchased  the  ground 
and  erected  the  buildings  where  was  held  the  first 
Agricultural  Fair  of  Berrien  County,  and  for  four 
successive  terms  he  was  President  of  the  Board  of 
Directors.  The  grand  success  of  the  Fair  was  due 
to  his  efforts  more  than  to  those  of  any  other  man. 
During  the  early  years  of  the  settlement  of  Michi- 
gan, bears  and  wolves  were  very  bold  and  trouble- 
some, devouring  stock  of  every  kind.  Mr.  Higbee 
caught  the  ring  leader  in  a  trap  and  the  other 
wolves  then  left  the  country.  In  early  life  he  en- 
joyed the  sport  of  hunting,  and  often  tells  of  his 
first  experience  in  shooting  deer.  After  he  had 
fired  the  shot  and  seen  the  deer  fall,  he  jumped 
upon  the  prostrate  animal  and  commenced  to  cut 
its  throat.  Before  he  had  done  so,  however,  the 
deer  brought  up  its  hind  feet  and  caught  them  in 
the  side  of  Mr.  Higbee's  clothing,  tearing  his  gar- 
ments to  shreds.  While  the  experience  was  a  lit- 
tle painful,  yel  to  him  the  suffering  was  of  far  less 
moment  than  the  important  question  of  how  to 
reach  home  minus  any  clothing.  The  difficulty 
was  solved  by  the  discovery  of  some  thorns,  which 
he  used  for  pins. 

During  the  early  years  of  the  history  of  Michi- 
gan, Indians  were  troublesome.  In  1838  one  of 
the  Pottawatamie  tribe  stole  Mr.  Higbee's  rifle, 
and  our  subject,  with  his  brother  Tyler,  started  in 
pursuit  of  the  thief.     Leaving  home  ^bout  day- 


break, they  went  to  the  Chief  and  laid  their  com- 
plaint before  him  and  gave  him  a  description  of 
the  gun.  He  stated  that  one  of  his  tribe  had  been 
there  the  previous  night,  carrying  a  gun  of  that 
description.  The  Chief  had  noticed  it  at  the 
time  and,  as  he  knew  the  man  had  no  money, 
had  shrewdl}^  suspected  that  the  rifle  was  a  stolen 
one.  He  supplied  our  subject  and  his  brother 
with  a  pilot  and  interpreter,  and  the  little  party 
traveled  through  snow  nearl}^  three  feet  deep  to 
the  camp  of  the  Indians,  reaching  their  destina- 
tion about  dark.  The  thief  was  found  and  the 
gun  restored.  The  three  men,  having  had  noth- 
ing to  eat  during  the  day,  then  looked  around  for 
some  food.  They  found  a  tent  a  little  cleaner  in 
appearance  than  the  others  and  occupied  by  two 
squaws,  who  furnished  them  with  some  cakes 
fried  in  raccoon  oil,  coffee,  corn  bread  and  hominy, 
which  the  hungry  men  ate  with  a  relish  and  con- 
sidered delicious. 


JAMES  M.  CHAPMAN,  familiarly  known  to 
a  large  circle  of  old-time  friends  as  "Deacon 
Chapman,"  came  to  Michigan  in  1844,  and 
has  for  almost  a  half  century  been  an  ener- 
ergetic  and  prosperous  agriculturist  of  Newburg 
Township,  Cass  County.  Our  subject  is  a  native 
of  Medina  County,  Ohio,  and  was  born  in  the  year 
1818.  He  received  an  excellent  common-school 
education  in  his  birthplace,  and,  his  studies  ended, 
taught  school.  James  M.  was  one  of  a  family  of 
seven  children,  six  of  whom  survived  to  maturity. 
The  eldest-born,  Amory,  died  in  Cass  County  in 
1892.  Samuel  was  a  resident  of  the  countj^  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  Lemuel  makes  his  home  in 
Plainwell,  Mich.  Levi  died  in  Ohio.  Eugenia  is 
married,  and  lives  in  Antrim  County,  Mich.  The 
parents,  Levi  and  Lucinda  (Turner)  Chapman,  were 
of  New  England  birth.  The  father  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  the  mother  in  New  Hampshire.  The 
Chapmans  are  of  English  descent,  but  Reuben 
Chapman,  the  paternal  grandfather,  w?i3  upcloubt- 
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edly  fi  native  of  Connecticut.  One  of  his  sons, 
an  uncle  of  our  subject,  took  an  active  part  in  the 
War  of  1812. 

In  1843  Mr.  Chapman  was  married  in  Ohio,  and 
the  succeeding  year,  early  in  the  spring,  journeyed 
with  his  wife  to  the  then  far  West.  The  entire 
possessions  of  the  husband  and  wife  were  loaded 
into  one  wagon,  and  by  slow  stages  they  arrived 
safely  at  their  destination.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chap- 
man settled  down  in  the  dense  woods  of  Michigan, 
and  in  common  with  the  other  pioneer  farmers 
suffered  many  privations.  To  make  his  heavily 
timbered  land  productive,  our  subject  was  obliged 
to  toil  early  and  late,  but  industry  and  persever- 
ance enabled  him  to  overcome  difficulties  and  win 
a  competence.  The  homestead  upon  which  he  now 
resides,  and  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, has  been  the  constant  residence  of  the  family 
since  August,  1844.  The  old  farm  contains  one 
hundred  and  sixty  valuable  acres,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  his  son,  Mr.  Chapman  owns  an  eighty- 
acre  tract  a  short  distance  north  of  the  home  place. 
Two  sons  comprised  the  family  of  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  helpmate.  Harvey,  the  eldest,  a 
promising  young  man,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years.  Frank  Chapman  is  a  representative  citi- 
zen, an  excellent  business  man,  and  is  a  native  of 
Cass  County.  After  the  location  of  Mr.  Chapman 
in  Michigan,  three  of  his  brothers  followed  his  ex- 
ample and  made  this  State  their  home.  Men  of 
usefulness  and  intelligence,  they  readily  adapted 
themselves  to  the  demands  of  a  new  country  and 
occupied  positions  of  influence. 

Politically,  our  subject  is  a  stalwart  Republican, 
and  cast  his  first  vote  for  W.  H.  Harrison.  A  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen,  he  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  local  and  National  issues,  and  served 
with  efficiency  as  Supervisor  of  Newburg  Town- 
ship for  fourteen  consecutive  years.  During  this 
entire  time  he  was  unwearied  in  his  efforts  to  pro- 
mote needed  public  improvements,  and,  an  enter- 
prising man,  materially  aided  in  the*  progressive 
interests  of  the  township.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Chapman  early  identified  themselves  with  the  cause 
of  Christianity,  and  have  always  been  numbered 
among  the  workers  in  religious  enterprise.  They 
^re  membevs  pf   tUe  Baptist  CU«rgtJi  in  wliich  Mr, 


Chapman  has  held  the  office  of  Deacon  for  a  great 
number  of  years.  Throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  Cass  County  our  subject  is  well  known 
and  respected  for  his  sincerity  and  upright  char- 
acter. 


^ 


E^^^ 


yn^LIAM  GARRETT.  A  native  son  of  the 
Buckeye  State,  born  in  Montgomer3'  Coun- 
ty in  1844,  Mr.  Garrett  has  long  been 
identified  with  all  the  best  interests  of  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  whither  he  came  with  his  parents  when  but 
a  few  years  old.  Naturally  his  adopted  State  is 
the  one  in  which  he  has  the  most  interest,  for  all 
his  recollections  are  of  this  State.  IJe  is  a  descend- 
ant of  Irish  ancestors,  and  has  inherited  the  quick 
wit  and  energ}^  characteristic  of  those  born  on  the 
green  isle  of  Erin.  At  the  present  time  he  is  re- 
siding on  section  1,  Silver  Creek  Township,  and 
has  a  very  pleasant  rural  home. 

His  father,  John  Garrett,  was  a  native  of  County 
Down,  Ireland,  born  in  1799,  and  there  grew  to  ma- 
ture years,  receiving  a  good  education  in  the  land 
of  his  birth.  At  an  early  age  he  began  life  as  an 
agriculturist,  and  made  his  home  with  an  aunt 
who  had  reared  him.  Thinking  to  better  his  con- 
dition in  every  way,  young  Garrett  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1820,  and  located  with  an 
elder  brother  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  His  means  were 
limited  when  he  reached  American  soil,  and  his 
first  work  was  done  in  a  distillery  in  Montgomery 
County,  Ohio.  While  residing  in  that  county  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Rosa  Petticrew,  a  cultured 
and  refined  lady,  and  in  that  county  their  chil- 
dren were  born. 

Mr.  Garrett  was  engaged  in  the  distillery  busi- 
ness for  many  years,  after  which  he  bought  a  farm 
and  resided  on  this  for  some  time,  or  until  1848, 
when  he  came  to  Michigan.  Cass  County  was  the 
objective  point,  and  he  settled  in  La  Grange  Town- 
ship, but  never  invested  in  land  there.  Later  he 
went  to  Van  Buren  County,  purchased  a  good 
farm,  and  resided  on  this  until  his  death  in  1862. 
His  wife  survived  him  until  1878,     They  wer^  mQst 
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worthy  and  esteemed  citizens,  and  had  many  warm 
friends  in  the  community  in  which  they  made  their 
hoihe.  Mr.  Garrett  was  a  self-made  man  in  every 
sense  of  that  term,  and  what  he  accumulated  in 
the  way  of  this  world's  goods  was  the  result  of 
energy  and  perseverance.  In  politics,  he  had  al- 
ways aftiliated  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Like  the  average  country  boy,  our  subject  at- 
tended the  district  school  in  winter,  and  during 
the  summer  season  his  place  was  between  the  han- 
dles of  the  plow.  He  thus  grew  to  sturdy  man- 
hood. He  selected  his  companion  in  life  in  the 
person  of  Miss  Susan ,  Hutchinson,  a  native  of 
Franklin  County,  Ind.,  and  the  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Frances  (Sampson)  Hutchinson,  both 
natives  of  England.  To  our  subject  and  wife  were 
born  six  children,  as  follows:  Margaret  (commonly 
called  Margie),  Frank,  Nellie,  Fannie,  Willard,  and 
James  B.  Unlike  his  father,  our  subject  is  a  stanch 
Republican  and  an  ardent  supporter  of  its  plat- 
form and  principles.  Almost  immediately  after 
his  marriage  Mr.  Garrett  moved  on  the  pleasant 
farm  of  ninety  acres  that  he  had  previously  bought, 
and  on  this  he  has  since  remained.  All  his  farm- 
ing operations  are  conducted  in  a  manner  showing 
him  to  be  progressive  and  advanced  in  his  ideas, 
and  his  home  is  a  credit  to  the  township.  Jn  till- 
ing the  soil  Mr.  Garrett  does  not  lose  sight  of  the 
stock-raising  industry,  and  has  many  fine  animals 
on  his  place.  He  and  wife  are  highly  regarded  in 
the  neighborhood  and  are  most  worthy  citizens. 


W  ACOB  BURRIDGE.  One  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  Benton  Harbor  is  the  subject  of 
this  biographical  notice.  His  popularity  is 
y  evinced  by  the  large  circle  of  acquaintances 
he  possesses,  all  of  whom  bear  tribute  to  the  nobil- 
ity of  his  character.  For  a  nutnber  of  years  Mr. 
Burridge  has  been  engaged  in  raising  fruit,  and 
now  owns  one  of  the  finest  and  most  highly-ira- 
])roved  fruit  farms  in  Berrien  County.     Being  lo- 


cated only  three  and  one-half  miles  from  the  city 
of  Benton  Harbor,  it  is  convenient  to  the  market, 
and  can  also  be  personally  superintended  by  the 
owner  from  his  home  in  the  town. 

The  Green  Mountain  State  was  the  early  home 
of  Mr.  Burridge  and  he  was  born  in  that  State,  in 
the  town  of  Braintree,  Orange  County,  on  the  25th 
of  September,  1825.  His  father,  Jacob,  was  like- 
wise a  native  of  Vermont,  where  Grandfather  Ja- 
cob Burridge  had  made  a  settlement  upon  emi- 
grating from  England.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sallie  Spear  and  was 
born  in  Vermont,  her  ancestors  having  emigrated 
to  this  country  from  Scotland.  With  the  thrift 
and  probity  characteristic  of  Scotch  people,  our 
subject  combines  the  perseverance  and  determina- 
tion of  the  English,  and  these  traits  have  contrib- 
uted largely  to  his  success. 

The  record  of  the  childhood  of  Mr.  Burridge  is 
a  simple  one.  The  winters  were  passed  in  the 
school,  where  he  was  fitted  for  actual  contact  with 
the  business  world,  and  the  summer  seasons  were 
spent  on  the  home  farm,  where  he  early  learned 
lessons  of  industry.  After  leaving  school,  he  com- 
menced to  work  on  the  railroad,  and  continued 
thus  engaged  for  a  period  of  seven  years.  In 
1854  he  removed  to  the  site  of  the  present  large 
and  prosperous  city  of  Winona,  Minn.,  and  he  be- 
came one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  place,  where 
for  a  time  he  followed  farming  pursuits,  and  later 
was  the  proprietor  of  an  hotel  for  seven  years. 

In  1865  Mr.  Burridge  came  to  Benton  Harbor 
and  purchased  a  farm  three  and  one-half  miles 
from  the  city,  which  he  still  owns.  The  place  con- 
sists of  thirty-six  acres  and  upon  it  he  raises  the 
very  finest  grades  of  peaches,  apples  and  pears. 
In  addition  to  the  farm,  he  is  the  owner  of  a  sub- 
stantial business  block  in  Benton  Harbor.  In  his 
political  views  he  is  an  outspoken  advocate  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  favors  all  measures  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  progress  of  his  fellow-towns- 
men. He  resides  in  the  city,  where  he  has  a  pleas- 
ant and  cozily  furnished  home  at  No.  185  Belle- 
view  Street.  The  lady  who  presides  over  this 
home  with  an  ever-gracious  hospitality  was  for- 
merly Miss  Olive  Sargent,  of  Canada.  She  was 
the  daughter  of    Benjamin  Sargent,  a  native  of 
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Maine  and  a  descendant  of  English  ancestors,  who 
emigrated  from  Great  Britain  in  an  early  day  and 
settled  in  the  State  of  Maine.  The  marriage  of 
Mr.  Burridge  to  Miss  Sargent  was  solemnized  in 
1856  and  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  sons,  in 
the  loss  of  whom  b}^  death  this  worthy  couple 
suffeied  an  irreparable  loss. 


^^>n<^. 


J)ILLIAM  FLOOD  (deceased).  The  Emer- 
ald Isle  has  bequeathed  to  America  some 
of  her  best  citizens,  and  it  is  to  her  that 
Berrien  County  was  indebted  for  its  representative 
agriculturist,  William  Flood.  This  gentleman  was 
born  in  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  but  for  man)^ 
years  prior  to  his  death  was  a  resident  of  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  where  he  attained  an  enviable  rep- 
utation. In  conducting  his  farming  operations 
he  brought  his  good  sense,  and  his  practical  views 
to  bear,  and  as  a  result  accumulated  a  fair  share  of 
this  world's  goods.  In  him  the  community  had  a 
faithful  and  unswerving  friend,  ever  alert  to  serve 
its  best  interests  and  generous  in  his  contributions 
toward  every  movement  tending  to  the  general 
advancement. 

He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  country  and 
for  many  years  was  engaged  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil 
there.  Later  he  married  Miss  Rose  Lynch  and 
while  still  a  resident  of  Ireland  four  children  were 
born  to  his  union.  About  this  time  many  of  his 
countrymen  were  emigrating  to  America,  and  their 
praises  of  the  fertile  soil  of  the  United  States 
roused  him  to  such  a  pitch  that  in  1847  he  crossed 
with  his  family  to  America.  Almost  immediately 
after  reaching  this  countrj^  they  came  to  Michigan 
and  located  in  Berrien  County,  where  he  purchased 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  This  was 
all  heavily  timbered  but  with  the  help  of  his  chil- 
dren Mr.  Flood  cleared  his  place,  erected  good, 
substantial  buildings,  and  began  his  career  as  an 
agriculturist. 

After  reaching  the  United  States  six  more  chil- 
dren were  born  to  our  subject's  marriage.  The 
first  four,  Patrick,  John,  Mary  and  Ann,  were  born 


in  Ireland,  and  Kate,  Jane,  James,  Ellen,  Rose  and 
Thomas  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  the  United 
States.  The  two  younger  boj^s,  James  and  Thomas, 
have  managed  the  farm  since  the  death  of  the  fa- 
ther in  1872,  and  have  bought  and  sold  several 
farms  in  the  last  few  years.  They  are  wide-awake, 
thorough-going  young  agriculturists,  and  inherit 
the  energy,  enterprise  and  wit  of  the  sons  of  Ire- 
land. The  above-mentioned  children  are  public 
spirited  and  take  a  deep  interest  in  all  enterprises 
that  have  for  their  object  the  upbuilding  of  Ber- 
rien County. 

Mr.  Flood  was  an  honest,  hard-working  man, 
and  what  he  gathered  together  of  this  world's 
goods  was  the  result  of  years  of  economy  and 
hard  work.  An  earnest  farmer  himself,  he  reared 
his  children  to  a  life  of  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
at  his  death  left  them  a  name  untarnished  by  any 
dishonest  or  reprehensible  act.  He  was  a  kind 
and  loving  husband  and  father,  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  his  family,  and  at  all  times  did  all  in 
his  power  to  build  up  and  improve  the  county  in 
general  and  his  own  neighborhood  in  particular. 
Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  his  sons  are  lib- 
eral in  their  ))olitical  views,  and  are  classed  among 
the  representative  citizens.  Mrs.  Flood  ever  en- 
deavored to  prove  a  worthy  helpmate  to  her  hus- 
band in  gaining  a  much-coveted  home.  Now 
she  is  in  comfortable  circumstances  and  will 
pass  her  declining  years  in  peace  and  happiness. 
She  resides  on  the  old  home  place  with  James  and 
Thomas,  is  well  preserved  for  her  years,  and  is  en- 
joying comparatively  good  health. 


-^^^- 


^^P:0RGE  M.  bell,  M.  D.,of  Benton  Harbor, 
[/(  (^-— ,  has  won  a  foremost  position  among  the 
%^  physicians  and  surgeons  of  southwestern 
Michigan,  where  his  eminent  abilities  and  broad 
knowledge  are  universally  recognized  and  ad- 
mired. He  is  one  of  the  most  devoted  disciples 
of  the  science  of  therapeutics,  and  has  not  only 
won  from  his  profession  the  laurels  of  success,  but 
has  also  been  instrumental  in  effecting  its  advance- 
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ment.  His  studies  have  been  lon^  and  thorou^li, 
and  it  has  ever  been  his  aim  to  keep  abreast  with 
every  advance  made  in  the  profession. 

The  Doctor  is  a  native  of  Canada,  and  was 
born  in  the  province  of  Ontario,  in  Milton,  Halton 
County,  September  19,  1848,  being  the  son  of  Jo- 
seph and  Mary  (Teetzel)  Bell.  He  resided  in  Can- 
ada during  his  childhood  years,  and  there  received 
his  elementary  instruction.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  he  came  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  after 
completing  his  literary  studies,  commenced  to  read 
medicine  with  his  brother,  Dr.  John  Bell,  of  Ben- 
ton Harbor.  In  1869  he  entered  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor, 
and  there  pursued  his  studies  with  ardor  and  per- 
severance. In  the  spring  of  1870  he  was  grad- 
uated from  that  institution,  and  the  d-egree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  upon  him.  Dur- 
ing the  following  year,  he  took  a  course  of  lectures 
at  the  Chicago  Medical  College,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  there.  The  winter  of  1874-75  he  spent 
in  New  York  City,  graduating  from  Bellevue 
Hospital  Medical  College. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Dr.  Bell  has  had  every 
advantage  which  thorough  training  can  give.  He 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Ben- 
ton Harbor,  and  has  since  conducted  a  general 
practice  in  this  city,  giving  especial  attention  to 
the  diseases  of  children.  He  is  at  present  filling 
the  position  of  Surgeon  for  the  Big  Four  Railroad, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Pension  Ex- 
aminers. Dr.  Bell  and  his  brother.  Dr.  John  Bell, 
own  and  carry  on  a  large  drug  store  in  Benton 
Harbor.  In  his  social  relations,  the  Doctor  is  a 
Mason,  being  a  member  of  Lake  Shore  Lodge  No. 
298,  and  Calvin  Brittain  Cliapter  No.  56,  at  St. 
Joseph.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Knights  of 
Honor  and  the  Order  of  the  Maccabees.  In  his 
political  opinions,  he  is  a  thoughtful  student  of 
the  issues  of  the  day,  and  gives  his  influence  to 
the  principles  of  Democracy. 

The  lady  whom  Dr.  Bell  married  in  May,  1876, 
and  who  since  that  time  has  been  the  affectionate 
helpmate  of  her  husband,  was  formerly  Miss  Anna, 
Nichols,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Edgar  and  Anna 
Nichols,  formerly  from  •  the  State  of  New  York. 
Mrs.  Bell  was  born  in  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  and  has 


passed  her  life  principally  in  Michigan,  being  well 
known  and  highl}^  regarded  in  the  social  circles  of 
Berrien  Count3^  The  union  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bell 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  son,  John,  Jr. 


^ipv^ELSON  G.  KENNEDY.  The  village  of 
I  jjj  Benton  Harbor  is  the  home  of  a  large  num- 
/1\/^  ber  of  professional  men,  who  by  their  skill 
and  success  have  added  not  only  to  the  lustre  of 
their  names,  but  also  to  the  fame  of  the  place. 
Among  the  prominent  legal  practitioners  who 
have  gained  established  reputations  for  breadth  of 
knowledge,  accuracy  and  shrewd  discernment,  may 
be  mentioned  Mr.  Kennedy,  who  conducts  a  gen- 
eral practice  in  the  courts  of  the  county. 

Himself  a  native  of  Michigan,  our  subject  is  the 
son  of  Russell  Kennedy,  a  native  of  New  York, 
who  removed  in  1847^  to  Illinois  and  located  in 
Will  County.  Subsequently  he  returned  to  his 
former  home  in  Michigan  and  passed  away  at  St. 
Joseph  in  1864.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Lodema  T.  Smith,  was  born  in  New  York, 
and  now  makes  her  home  in  St.  Joseph,  Mich.  The 
Smith  family  originated  in  Holland,  while  the 
Kennedys  trace  their  ancestry  to  Scotland. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
Will  County,  III.,  whither  he  was  taken  by  his 
parents  at  the  age  of  two  years.  He  was  educated 
in  the  schools  at  Joliet,  111.  In  1862  he  returned 
to  Michigan  with  his  parents.  In  1886  he  was 
elected  Sheriff  of  Berrien  County,  and  by  re-elec- 
tion served  two  terms.  Having  decided  to  enter 
the  legal  profession,  he  read  law  with  George  M. 
Valentine,  of  Benton  Harbor.  He  was  admitted 
to  practice  at  the  Bar  of  the  State  in  January, 
1890,  and  was  elected  Circuit  Court  Commissioner 
for  this  county  in  the  fall  of  1892. 

Opening  an  office  at  Benton  Harbor,  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy at  once  began  a  general  practice,  which  he 
has  since  conducted.  In  addition  to  his  legal  in- 
terests, he  deals  extensively  in  real  estate,  and 
through  good  investments,  as  well  as  through  his 
practice,  he  has  gained   a  competency   and  is  ac- 
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counted  one  of  Benton  Harbor's  most  successful 
men.  He  is  deservedly  popular  with  all  classes? 
and  although  in  politics  he  is  an  outspoken  Re- 
publican he  has  a  host  of  warm  personal  friends 
in  the  opposing  party,  and  enjoys  the  esLeem  of 
his  large  circle  of  acquaintances,  irrespective  of 
political  views.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leading  Republicans  of  this  part  of  Michigan.  He 
is  one  of  the  prominent  members  of  the  order  of 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
ranks. 

The  lady  who,  in  June  of  1864,  became  the  wife 
of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  J. 
Woolley,  and  was  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Susan  (Somers)  Woolley,  of  Ohio.  The  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kennedy  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  four  children,  whose  presence  gives  added 
life  to  the  cozy  family  residence  on  Lake  Avenue. 
The  children  are:  Cora  p].,  wife  of  Charles  W. 
Crossman;  lola  B.,  wife  of  Rev.  Charles  S.  Bul- 
lock; Lowell  N.,  who  married  Clara  Tabor;  and 
Maude  J.,  single,  at  home. 


ON.  LORENZO  P.  ALEXANI)P:R,  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  a  prominent  property- 
owner  of  Buchanan,  was  born  in  Allegany 
^  County,  N.  Y.,  August  10,  1820.  He  is  of 
Scotch  descent,  his  paternal  grandfather,  Jabez 
Alexander,  having  emigrated  from  the  ''Land  of 
Thistles"  and  settled  in  New  Hampshire,  where  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  The  father 
of  our  subject,  Thomas  P.  Alexander,  was  born  in 
New  Hampshire  and  was  one  of  the  brave  soldiers 
who  rendered  valiant  service  in  the  War  of  1812. 
In  an  early  day  he  removed  to  New  York  and 
there  followed  his  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner. 
During  the  administration  of  President  Jackson  he 
was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Belfast,  N.  Y.,  and 
held  that  position  from  1829  until  1857.  In  early 
life  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  later  adopted  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party  and  remained  a 
stanch  advocate  of  its  platform  until  his  death. 
So  closely  was  Mr.  Alexander  identified  with  the 


growth  and  i)rogress  of  Belfast,  that  his  wife  called 
him  the  "pump  handle"  of  the  town.  He  was  well 
known  throughout  that  entire  section  of  the  county. 
His  death  occurred  when  he  was  sixty-three  years 
old.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Eliza  (White) 
Alexander,  a  native  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  a  school 
teacher  prior  to  her  marriage.  Her  father,  John 
White,  emigrated  from  his  native  country,  Ireland, 
to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Boston.  He 
and  his  people  were  all  fishermen. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  what 
is  now  known  as  Sullivan  County,  N.  H.,  and  lo- 
cated in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y^,  when  the  land 
was  heavily  timbered  and  the  dense  forest  growth 
had  not  fallen  beneath  the  sturdy  stroke  of  the 
pioneer's  axe.  Afterward  they  settled  in  Belfast, 
N.  Y.,  and  that  village  was  named  Belfast  at  the 
suggestion  of  our  subject's  mother.  They  were 
the  parents  of  three  sons:  Aro  C,  Lorenzo  P.  and 
Samuel  S.,  the  latter  being  deceased.  The  second 
son  in  the  family  was  reared  in  Allegany  County, 
where  he  acquired  a  common-school  education. 
On  the  21st  of  October,  1841,  he  arrived  in  Berrien 
County  with  his  parents  and  located  in  Buchanan, 
which  at  that  time  contained  only  five  shanties 
one  mill  and  a  distiller}'. 

In  this  place,  Mr.  Alexander  found  employment 
at  his  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  shoe-maker.  In 
1845  he  was  elected  Constable  and  Treasurer  of 
the  township,  and  has  never  since  been  without 
otiice.  In  1860  he  was  elected  to  represent  the 
First  District  of  Berrien  Count}^  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature over  his  opponent.  Royal  T.  Twombley,  a 
prominent  Democrat  of  Niles.  In  1867  Mr.  Alex- 
ander was  chosen  as  delegate  to  the  Constitutional 
Convention  against  Henry  Chamberlain.  He  was 
chosen  in  1870  to  represent  his  district  in  the 
State  Senate,  and  rendered  efficient  and  honorable 
service  in  behalf  of  his  constituents.  He  occupied 
the  position  of  Supervisor  for  a  longer  period  than 
any  other  man  in  the  county.  In  addition  to  these 
offices,  he  served  as  Postmaster  at  Buchanan  from 
1861  until  1865  and  again  from  1877  to  1885,  his 
services  in  that  position  being  eminently  pleasing 
to  both  political  parties.  During  the  entire  period 
of  his  residence  in  the  county,  there  have  been  only 
six  weeks  in  fifty  years  in  which  he  has  been  out  of 
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office.  He  was  appointed  to  locate  the  public 
buildings  for  the  Government  at  Grand  Rapids, 
and  in  connection  with  Judge  Withey  secured  an 
eligible  site. 

In  1847  Mr.  Alexander  embarked  in  business  as 
a  boot  and  shoe  merchant,  and  in  1850  entered  the 
mercantile  business  in  partnersliip  with  John  D. 
Ross.  The  firm  carried  on  a  large  and  lucrative 
trade,  their  sales  aggregating  from  $107,000  to 
$110,000  per  year.  Theirs  was  much  the  largest 
mercantile  establishment  in  Berrien  County  at  that 
time  and  they  gained  a  widely  extended  reputation 
for  their  fair  dealing  with  customers  and  their  gen- 
ial courtesy  of  manners.  At  present  Mr.  Alexan- 
der has  practically  retired  from  business,  although 
his  property  interests  demand  considerable  atten- 
tion on  his  part.  He  is  the  third  oldest  continuous 
surviving  resident  of  the  township  and  has  always 
been  one  of  its  most  prominent  citizens.  Socially, 
he  is  identified  with  Lodge  No.  68,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
at  Buchanan,  and  enjoys  the  distinction  of  having 
been  the  first  member  installed  in  that  order. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Alexander  occurred  in 
1843  and  united  him  with  Miss  Rachel  Cooper. 
Three  children  blessed  the  union,  only  one  of  whom 
is  now  living,  Mrs.  Emily  K.  French,  of  Cassopolis. 
In  1860  Mr.  Alexander  married  Miss  Helen  M. 
Byrnes,  who  by  this  union  is  the  mother  of  one 
child,  John  B.,  residing  in  Spokane,  Wash.,  and 
who  is  Telegraph  and  Associate  p]ditor  of  the 
Chronicle  at  that  place.' 


"-^--^_ 


E^^- 


iJr^EV.  FATHER  JOSEPH  JOOS,  Rector  of 
Inl  ^^^^  Maternity  Roman  Catholic  Church  at 
^\  Dowagiac,  was  born  in  Belgium  May  24, 
1867,  His  parents,  Adolph  and  Emilie 
Joos,  were  natives  of  Somergem,  Belgium,  and  had 
a  family  of  seven  children,  Joseph  being  the  fourth 
in  order  of  birth.  In  religious  belief,  the  various 
members  of  the  family  are  identified  with  the 
Catholic  Church  and  are  prominent  workers  in 
that  denomination.  An  uncle  of  our  subject,  Rt.- 
Rcv.  Father  Edward  Joos,  is  at  the  present  time 


Vicar-General  of  the  Detroit  Diocese;  a  cousin, 
Rev.  Father  DeNeve,  was  the  first  priest  at  Niles, 
and  is  now  connected  with  the  American  College 
of  Louvain,  Belgium. 

Commencing  his  literary  studies  in  Belgium,  the 
subject  of  this  notice  finished  the  classical  and 
philosophical  course  in  Assumption  College,  at 
Sandwich,  Canada,  graduating  from  that  institu- 
tion in  1888.  Afterward  he  entered  the  theologi- 
cal department  of  St.  Mary's  Seminary,  at  Cincin- 
natti,  and  from  that  college,  by  special  appoint- 
ment of  the  Bishop  of  Detroit,  he  went  to  Rome, 
Italy,  where  he  was  graduated  from  the  American 
College  in  1891.  He  was  ordained  by  Cardinal 
Parocclii,  the  Vicar-General  of  the  Pope,  on  the 
28th  of  June,  1891,  and  soon  afterward  came  to 
Michigan,  where  he  joined  the  Detroit  Diocese. 
On  the  15th  of  August,  1891,  he  was  chosen  for  the 
position  he  now  occupies  as  Rector  of  Holy  Ma- 
ternity Church,  at  Dowagiac. 

A  few  words  with  reference  to  this  church  will 
be  of  interest  to  our  readers.  The  corner  stone  of 
the  present  edifice  was  laid  on  the  9th  of  June, 
1892,  and  the  building  was  dedicated  with  appro- 
priate services  on  the  29th  of  January,  1893.  The 
funds  for  the  erection  of  the  structure  were  raised 
principally  by  the  efforts  of  Father  Joos,  to  whom 
more  than  to  any  other  man  is  due  the  present  large 
membership  and  splendid  working  condition  of  the 
church.  In  addition  to  this  congregation,  he  has 
charge  of  the  Sacred  Heart  Church  at  Silver  Creek, 
Cass  County,  and  St.  Dominick's  Church  at  Rush 
Lake.  The  membership  of  these  various  congre- 
gations extends  throughout  Cass  County,  and  into 
Van  Buren  and  Berrien  Counties.  In  the  Dowa- 
giac Church  there  is  a  membership  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  families;  at  Silver  Creek,  fifty 
families,  and  at  Rush  Lake,  sixty  families,  making 
a  total  of  nearly  one  thousand  members  in  the 
three  churches.  The  value  of  the  church  property 
at  this  place  is  estimated  at  $14,000,  and  the  other 
church  property  is  worth  $8,000,  including  forty- 
two  acres  of  land.  At  Dowagiac  and  Silver  Creek 
services  are  held  each  Sunday,  and  in  the  other 
parish  once  a  month.  Sunda^^-schools  are  held  in 
all  the  churches.  At  Rush  Lake,  Van  Buren  County, 
the    progress   made    by  the   church   is  especially 
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pleasing,  and  Father  Joos  expects  in  the  near 
future  to  commence  the  erection  of  a  suitable 
edifice. 

A  man  of  great  culture  and  polish,  Father  Joos 
is  well  adapted  to  the  responsibilities  of  his  present 
position.  He  possesses  the  genial  manners  and  re- 
fined tastes  which  have  won  for  him  the  admiration 
and  respect  of  his  parishioners.  While  in  Europe, 
he  availed  himself  to  the  utmost  of  the  splendid 
opportunities  offered  him  for  study,  and  acquired 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  Greek,  Latin,  Hebrew 
and  the  Oriental  languages  taught  in  the  seminary 
course.  He  converses  fluently  in  the  Flemish, 
French,  German,  English  and  Italian  languages 
and  reads  Spanish,  being  well  versed  in  no  less 
than  nine  different  languages. 


-^^- 


^^l<^^ 


^=^EORGE  KEPHART.  One  of  the  promi- 
[||  ^—-.  nent  business  enterprises  of  Berrien  Springs 
^^4(  is  the  grocery  store  owned  and  managed 
by  the  gentleman  with  whose  name  we  intro- 
duce this  sketch.  His  establishment  is  stocked 
with  full  and  complete  assortments  of  everything 
in  the  line  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries,  fruits 
and  vegetables  in  their  season,  teas  and  coffees, 
and  grocers'  sundries.  The  complete  knowledge 
of  the  business  possessed  by  the  proprietor  is 
shown  in  the  great  care  taken  in  the  selection  of 
the  stock,  by  which  he  has  commended  himself  to 
the  favor  of  the  citizens  of  Berrien  Springs  and 
vicinity.  The  establishment  is  a  favorite  one 
with  the  people  here,  and  the  energy  of  the  owner 
has  secured  for  it  a  steady  and  growing  success. 

Elsewhere  in  this  volume  will  be  found  an  ac- 
count of  the  life  of  Dr.  Philip  Kephart,  father 
of  our  subject;  also  of  his  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Susan  Kimball,  and  whose  father,  George 
Kimball,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Berrien 
County.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in 
Berrien  Springs  on  the  24th  of  February,  1858, 
and  gained  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  this  village.  Later  he  entered 
the    Northwestern    University   at,  Evanston,   111., 


where  he  was  a  student  for  three  years.  After- 
ward he  conducted  his  studies  in  Chaddock  Com- 
mercial College,  of  Kalamazoo,  from  which  insti- 
tution he  was  graduated  in  1878. 

Forming  a  partnership  with  his  brother  Augus- 
tus in  1880,  under  the  firm  name  of  A.  Kephart 
&  Bro.,  our  subject  embarked  in  the  general  mer- 
cantile business  at  Berrien  Springs.  After  a  con- 
nection of  seven  years  the  firm  was  dissolved  and 
the  business  sold.  In  the  fall  of  1886  our  subject 
and  his  brother  Walter,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Kephart  Bros.,  purchased  the  grocery  store  of  Bol- 
ing  Bros.  &  Co.,  and  conducted  a  lucrative  busi- 
ness until  1892,  when  George  purchased  his  bro- 
ther's interest,  and  has  since  conducted  the  business 
alone.  He  is  one  of  the  intelligent  and  enterpris- 
ing merchants  of  Berrien  Springs,  and  his  activity 
is  rapidly  advancing  the  commercial  status  of  the 
village. 

March  4,  1886,  occurred  the  marriage  of  George 
Kephart  to  Miss  Delia  Eaton,  the  accomplished 
daughter  of  Wheeler  Eaton,  of  Tecumseh,  Mich. 
One  son,  George,  Jr.,  has  been  born  of  this  mar- 
riage. In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Kephart  is 
a  stanch  Republican,  but  has  never  been  solici- 
tous for  office,  preferring  to  devote  his  energies 
entirely  to  his  business.  He  served  as  Trustee  of 
the  village  of  Berrien  Springs  for  three  years, 
and  in  office,  as  well  as  in  private  life,  endeavors 
to  promote  the  interests  of  the  village  where  he 
makes  his  home. 


-^ 


^RANK  R.  GILSON,  editor  and   proprietor 
of  the  daily  and  weekly  Palladium,  and 
/1\  one  of  the  influential  citizens  of  Benton 

Harbor,  was  born  in  Charlestown,  a  suburb  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  on  the  30th  of  December,  1848.  His 
parents,  Edmund  L.  and  Eloiza  C.  (Butters)  Gilson, 
were  natives  respectively  of  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont,  and  were  married  in  Boston,  Mass. 
Prior  to  coming  to  the  West,  they  had  resided  for 
a  short  time  in  Massachusetts,  and  upon  removing 
to  Illinois  in  1855  located  in  La  Salle  County,  but 
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subsequent!}^  went  to  Buckley,  Iroquois  Coun- 
ty, 111.,  where  Frank  R.  grew  to  man's  estate.  He 
left  the  farm  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  and  went 
to  work  in  a  printing-office  at  Onarga,  111.,  subse- 
quently buying  an  interest  in  the  paper,  and  in 
1870  he  moved  it  to  Moline  and  conducted  its 
publication  for  a  short  time,  and  sold  it  as  the 
Moline  Review  in   1871. 

Later  Mr.  Gilson  resided  for  a  few  months  in 
Davenport,  Iowa,  working  on  the  Gazette,  and  he 
also  lived  in  Clinton,  Iowa,  for  twelve  years,  being 
city  editor  of  the  Clinton  Herald,  After  making 
his  home  in  Clinton  for  twelve  years,  he  came,  in 
1885,  to  the  thriving  village  of  Benton  Harbor, 
and  with  shrewd  discernment,  noticing  that  there 
was  a  splendid  opening  here  for  a  good  paper,  he 
purchased  the  weekly  Palladium,  So  successful 
was  he  in  its  publication,  that  in  1886  he  estab- 
lished the  daily  Palladium,  a  six-column  quarto, 
devoted  to  local  items  of  interest  as  well  as  mat- 
ters of  general  and  State  interest.  Both  the  daily 
and  weekly  are  bright  and  newsy,  containing 
good  editorials,  as  well  as  flashes  of  wit  and  humor. 
In  typographical  appearance  they  are  unexcelled 
by  any  publication  in  this  section  of  the  State.  In 
the  city  and  throughout  the  county  they  are  read 
with  interest  and  have  a  wide  circulation.  In 
politics,  the  Palladium  is  Republican  in  tone,  and 
is  the  recognized  organ  of  the  party  in  Benton 
Harbor. 

Mr.  Gilson  has  concentrated  his  energies  upon 
his  literary  work,  with  what  success  we  have  al- 
ready noted.  His  editorials  are  characteristic  of 
the  man  himself — vigorous,  tireless  in  their  con- 
demnation of  wrong,  and  equally  unwavering  in 
their  allegiance  to  the  principles  of  right  and  jus- 
tice. Through  his  press  notices  he  is  a  zealous  ad- 
vocate of  local  interests,  and  in  that  way  has  been 
an  important  aid  to  development  and  progress.  In 
addition  to  the  newspaper  business,  he  conducts  a 
successful  job-printing  establishment,  that  turns 
out  first-class  work.  The  success  of  both  the  daily 
and  weekly  editions,  and  the  support  they  are  re- 
ceiving from  the  people,  are  abundant  evidence  of 
the  intelligent  appreeiation  by  the  people  of  the  ef- 
forts made  by  the  papers  in  their  behalf.  Socially, 
Mr.  Gilson   is  a  Knight  of    Pythias,  and   is  also 


identified  with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  At  the  present 
time  he  is  serving  as  Secretary  of  the  I^nton  Har- 
bor Building  and  Loan  Association.  Mr.  Gilson  is 
married  and  has  two  children,  a  son  and  daughter. 
Roy  R.  is  acting  for  his  father's  paper  as  city 
editor  at  the  early  age  of  seventeen  years,  and  is 
probably  the  youngest  city  editor  in  the  United 
States. 


li^^l^il 


^jl^  BARLOW  JEWELL,  City  Marshal,  Chief 
vj^  of  Police,  Water  Commissioner  and  Chief 
jY—^;  of  the  Fire  Department,  also  Street  Com- 
missioner at  Dowagiac,  was  born  in  St.  Albans,  Vt., 
May  3,  1855.  He  is  the  grandson  of  William 
Jewell,  a  brave  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  one  of  the  "  Green  Mountain  boys,"  whose 
fame  history  will  ever  perpetuate.  The  father  of 
our  subject,  E.  Whitney  Jewell,  was  born  in  St. 
Albans,  Vt.,  and  there  married  Miss  Orrissa  Dor- 
win,  who  was  the  daughter  of  William  Dorwin. 
For  many  years  after  his  marriage  he  engaged  in 
buying  and  shipping  stock  in  Vermont,  but  in 
1877  came  to  Dowagiac  and  has  since  lived  retired. 
His  wife  died  in  1879,  leaving  two  children,  the 
subject  of  this  notice  and  Mortimer  D.  The  lat- 
ter was  a  dentist  of  this  city  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1887.  Politically,  Mr.  Jewell,  Sr., 
was  a  Republican,  and  in  his  religious  affiliations 
was  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  passed  in 
the  Green  Mountain  State  and  he  received  a  good 
education  at  Norwich  University,  at  Northfield, 
that  State,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1876. 
After  completing  his  studies,  he  engaged  for  a 
time  as  Clerk  of  the  village  of  St.  Albans,  also  as 
Collector  of  Taxes  and  Deputy  Sheriff.  In  1877, 
at  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  he  married  Nellie  E.,  daughter 
of  Cyrus  K.  Green,  foreman  in  the  railroad  shops 
at  that  place.  Mrs.  Jewell  was  born  and  reared  in 
St.  Albans,  receiving  her  education  in  the  city 
schools.  After  their  marriage  the  young  couple 
came  to  Michigan  and  located  at  Dowagiac,  where 
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Mr.  Jewell  embarked  in  the  dental  business  with 
his  brother.  Three  years  were  thus  passed,  after 
which  he  accepted  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  store, 
and  remained  in  that  position  about  two  years. 

A  Republican  of  no  uncertain  tone,  Mr.  Jewell 
has  filled  various  positions  of  trust  in  the  commu- 
nity and  has  gained  the  confidence  of  the  people 
as  an  official  of  highest  integrity  and  fidelity.  In 
1882  he  was  elected  Marshal,  and  has  served  in 
that  position  ever  since.  During  the  same  year 
he  was  chosen  for  the  oflfice  of  Street  Commis- 
sioner, and  he  has  also  been  Water  Commissioner 
for  the  past  four  years.  In  his  social  connections 
he  is  identified  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Knights 
of  Honor,  being  a  charter  member  of  the  latter  or- 
ganization, lie  was  First  Lieutenant  in  the  Han- 
som Guards,  a  State  militia  company  at  St.  Albans. 
His  union  has  proved  one  of  great  happiness  and 
mutual  helpfulness  and  it  may  truly  be  said  of  his 
wife  that  she  has  divided  his  sorrows  and  doubled 
his  joys.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Raymond  W.  and  Orrissa  E.  Mr.  Jewell  occupies 
a  pleasant  suite  of  rooms  in  the  Beck  with  Build- 
ing and  de-votes  his  attention  closely  to  the  duties 
of  his  office,  finding  in  the  various  positions  held 
by  him  sufficient  to  occupj^  his  time  and  thought. 


5^,E0RGE  KISSINGER.  Beautifully  located 
on  a  bluff  overlooking  the  St.  Joseph  River, 
whose  tranquil  waters  reflect  the  ever- 
changing  hues  of  the  sky,  lies  one  of  the  fine  fruit 
farms  of  Berrien  County.  It  is  the  property  of 
the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  bio- 
graphical notice,  and  consists  of  eighteen  acres  on 
section  36,  St.  Joseph  Township.  Here  may  be 
found  the  best  varieties  of  every  kind  of  fruit. 
Five  and  one-half  acres  are  planted  to  blackberries, 
two  acres  to  four  different  kinds  of  raspberries, 
and  there  are  ten  hundred  and  twenty-five  peach 
trees,  fifteen  hundred  grape  vines,  sixty  pear  and 
sixty  apple  trees,  twelve  hundred  currant  bushes, 
two    hundred  gooseberry  bushes,  and   two-thirds 


of  an  acre  devoted  to  strawberries,  cherries,  plums, 
quinces,  etc.  In  addition  to  fruits,  there  are  also 
a  number  of  mulberry,  hickory-nut  and  chestnut 
trees.  The  majority  of  the  trees  and  shrubs  were 
planted  five  years  ago,  and  are  now  in  fine  bear- 
ing condition. 

A  native  of  Wisconsin,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Richfield,  Washington  County,  November  18, 
1849.  His  father,  Jacob  Kissinger,  was  born  in 
Germany,  whence  he  emigrated  to  America  in 
1845,  and  l(»cated  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  where  he 
followed  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker.  In  Wiscon- 
sin he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  M. 
Dueber,  and  after  that  important  event  he  settled 
at  Richfield,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits for  eleven  years.  Removing  thence  to  Fond 
du  Lac,  Wis.,  he  was  similarly  engaged  for  a  short 
time,  and  afterward,  going  to  Waupun,  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  there  for  a  brief  period.  From 
that  place  he  removed  two  miles  west  of  Fond  du 
Lac,  and  subsequently  went  to  Nebraska,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  general  farming  until  his  death, 
in  February,  1892.  An  industrious  and  energetic 
man,  he  was  also  a  devoted  Christian  and  an 
active  member  of  the  German  Ba[)tist  Church. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  ten  children, 
of  whom  eight  are  now  living,  George  being  the 
second  in  order  of  birth.  He  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  Wisconsin,  and  in  1866  came  to  St.  Jo- 
seph, where  he  engaged  in  the  fishing  business, 
first  in  a  sail-boat  but  afterward  becoming  the 
owner  of  a  fishing-tug.  He  fished  in  Lake  Mich- 
igan exclusively,  and  during  the  twenty-two  years 
in  which  he  followed  this  business  experienced 
some  narrow  escapes,  and  was  caught  in  some  of 
the  wildest  storms  that  have  ever  darkened  the 
lake.  The  enterprise  proved  remunerative,  and 
he  has  cleared  as  much  as  $2,200   in  twenty  days. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in  1872, 
and  united  him  with  Miss  Mary  Herring,  the 
daughter  of  August  Herring,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent residents  of  St.  Joseph.  There  are  four  chil- 
dren in  the  family:  Cora  B.,  Ella  D.,  William  E. 
and  Hattie  A.,  all  of  whom  are  at  home.  In  July, 
1889,  Mr.  Kissinger  located  upon  the  place  where 
he  now  engages  in  raising  fruit,  and  where,  as 
above  stated,  he  owns  eighteen  acres  of  fruit  land. 
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The  improvements  which  cause  this  place  to  rank 
among  the  finest  in  the  county  have  been  added 
by  Mr.  Kissinger  since  he  located  here,  and  through 
his  energetic  labors  he  has  largely  enhanced  tlie 
value  of  the  property. 

Politically,  Mr.  Kissinger  is  a  Republican,  and 
is  the  present  Treasurer  of  St.  Joseph  Township. 
He  is  also  serving  as  Fish  Inspector,  a  position 
which  he  has  filled  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is 
general  agent  for  the  Mutual  Aid  German  Bap- 
tist Association  of  North  America,  and  one  of  the 
Trustees,  as  well  as  Treasurer,  of  the  German  Bap- 
tist Church  at  St.  Joseph. 


-^3. 


^4^[ 


-S) 


^;RANK  a.  treat,  Treasurer  of  Berrien 
ii=^  County,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Bu- 
1^  chanan,  this  county,  on  the  7th  of  March, 
1859.  He  is  the  son  of  George  R.  and  Mary 
(Baker)  Treat,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  New 
York,  and  removed  thence  to  Michigan  many 
years  ago,  settling  in  Buchanan  and  becoming 
identified  with  its  early  history.  They  now  re- 
side in  Berrien  Springs,  where,  somewhat  retired 
from  the  active  duties  of  life,  they  are  passing 
their  declining  years.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Charles  Treat,  was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
where  the  closing  years  of  his  life  were  spent. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  three  times  mar- 
ried, the  mother  of  Frank  A.  being  the  third  wife. 
The  subject  of  this  notice  is  the  eldest  of  six  chil- 
dren born  of  the  last  marriage  of  his  father.  His 
boyhood  years  were  quietly  passed  in  the  village 
of  Buchanan,  where  he  commenced  his  studies  in 
the  common  schools  and  continued  a  student  un- 
til he  had  passed  three  years  in  the  High  School 
of  that  place.  At  an  early  day  he  developed  the 
traits  of  industry  and  independence  which  led 
him  to  become  self-supporting  while  still  quite 
young.  His  first  salaried  position  was  that  of 
clerk  in  a  grocery  store  at  Buchanan,  where  he  re- 
mained a  number  of  years. 

In  the  winter  of  1893  Mr.  Treat  located  in  the 
village  of  Berrien  Springs,  where  he  has  since  re- 


sided. His  fellow-citizens,  among  whom  he  has 
always  enjoyed  great  popularity,  nominated  him 
in  1890  to  the  oflice  of  Township  Clerk,  and  he 
was  elected  by  a  large  majority.  His  service  in 
that  position  was  eminently  satisfactory  to  the 
people,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  of- 
fice a  liiglier  honor  was  conferred  upon  him.  This 
was  in  the  fall  of  1892,  when  he  was  chosen  Treas- 
urer of  Berrien  County,  being  elected  to  that  of- 
fice on  the  Republican  ticket.  He  is  still  an  in- 
cumbent of  that  oflice,  and  is  discharging  his 
duties  in  a  manner  which  proves  the' possession  of 
a  high  order  of  talent  on  his  part. 

April  10,  1887,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Treat  and  Miss  Clara  M.  Worden,  who  at  that 
time  resided  in  Mason,  Ingham  County,  Mich. 
Mrs.  Treat  is  the  daughter  of  Joseph  B.  and  Mary 
J.  (Walker)  Worden,  who  are  now  living  near  Ma- 
son, Ingham  County.  The  marriage  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  one  son,  Clyde,  a  bright  and  in- 
teresting child,  of  whose  future  his  parents  enter- 
tain high  hopes.  Mrs.  Treat  is  a  lady  of  amiable 
disposition,  pleasant  and  kind,  and  is  endowed 
with  high  capabilities.  For  several  years  she  has 
been  an  invalid,  but  notwithstanding  lier  delicate 
health  she  enjoys  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances 
in  Berrien  Springs.  Socially,  Mr.  Treat  is  a  prom- 
inent member  of  the  Order  of  the  Maccabees  and 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  has  held 
official  positions  in  the  latter. 


^'/AMP:S  M.  SHEPARD,  the  cultured  private 
Secretary  of  the  Hon.  W.  T.  Palmer,  Presi- 
dent of  the  National  Commission  of  the 
World's  Columbian  Exposition,  is  also  the 
able  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Vigilant,  a  Re- 
publican organ  published  in  Cassopolis,  Cass 
County,  Mich.  Our  subject  comes  from  a  patriotic 
and  distinguished  ancestry  worthily  represented 
upon  the  field  of  1776.  Mr.  Shepard  is  a  native 
of  the  Old  Bay  State,  and  was  born  at  North 
Brookfield,  Mass.,  November  24,   1840.     His  par- 
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ents,  Rev.  James  and  Lucy  (Bush)  Shepard,  were 
also  natives  of  New  England,  where  the  father  was 
well  known  and  highly  respected  as  a  man  of  rare 
integrity  of  character,  a  true  Christian  and  an 
eloquent  preacher  of  the  Gospel.  Thie  paternal 
grandfather,  Gen.  Shepard,  actively  participated 
in  the  struggles  and  triumphs  of  the  Revolutionary 
days,  and  with  gallant  conduct  and  courageous 
endurance  nobly  bore  his  part  in  the  war  for  ''God 
and  Liberty.''  Descended  from  a  family  wlio 
thoroughly  appreciated  the  advantages  of  a  liberal 
education,  our  subject  enjoyed  extended  oppor- 
tunities for  study,  and  completed  a  course  of  classi- 
cal instruction  at  the  Wesley  an  University,  in 
Middletow^n,  Conn.  Later  Mr.  Shepard  studied 
dental  surgery  in  Boston,  and  fitted  himself  for 
the  duties  of  that  profession. 

During  the  Civil  War  our  subject  served  in  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
and  when  peace  again  blessed  the  land  exchanged 
his  military  duties  for  th06e  of  a  civilian.  Since 
his  location  in  Cassopolis  he  has  devoted  his  time 
mainly  to  the  cares  and  perplexities  of  editorial 
life.  Under  his  excellent  management  the  Vigilant 
has  an  extended  circulation  and  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  local  papers  of  Cass  County.  It 
contains,  aside  from  home  items,  much  of  interest 
concerning  the  world  at  large,  and  with  its  spicy 
editorials  is  both  readable  and  instructive.  Typo- 
graphically, it  is  an  attractive  paper  and  is  like- 
wise an  Important  factor  in  the  advancement  and 
progressive  movements  of  Cass  County.  The 
political  preferences  of  Mr.  Shepard  are  clearly  in- 
dicated in  the  organ  which  he  controls,  and  as  an 
advocate  of  "the  Party  of  Reform"  the  utterances 
of  the  Vigilant  are  clear  and  logical.  Our  subject 
was  elected  to  represent  Cass  and  Van  Buren 
Counties  in  the  Michigan  State  Senate  of  1879, 
and,  placed  upon  important  committees,  discharged 
the  duties  devolving  upon  him  with  etticiency  and 
to  the  great  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 

Since  March  I,  1883,  Mr.  Shepard  has  occupied 
the  position  of  private  Secretary  to  the  Hon.  T. 
W.  Palmer,  of  Detroit,  his  education  and  fine  busi- 
ness attainments  peculiarly  adapting  him  to  the 
requirements  of  his  complex  work.  Throughout 
the  entire  time  of  the  Hon.  T.  W.  X*almer's  term 


of  office  in  the  United  States  Senate  and  also  dur- 
ing his  service  as  President  of  the  National  Com- 
mission of  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition,  our 
subject  has  been  intimately  associated  with  the 
leading  social  and  national  events  of  the  day. 
Upon  November  28,  1870,  James  M.  Shepard  and 
Miss  Alice  M.  Martin  were  united  in  marriage. 
The  accomplished  wife  of  our  subject  was  the 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Margaret  (Silver)  Martin. 
The  Silver  family  were  originally  from  Hopkin- 
ton,  N.  IL,  and  were  among  the  substantial  citi- 
zens of  New  England.  Mr.  Martin  was  from  Ba- 
tavia,  N.  Y.  The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shepard  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  a  son 
and  daughter,  Melville  J.  and  Blanche.  Our  sub- 
ject and  his  family  are  important  factors  in  the 
various  social  and  benevolent  enterprises  of  their 
home  locality  and  enjoy  the  esteem  and  best 
wishes  of  a  host  of  friends. 


Psi^^CL. 


=^^^^^•^•1^^^ 


^o~ 


\rr^EV.  NELLIS  KLOCK,  editor  and  proprie^ 
v^  tor  of  the  Standard^  published  at  Dowagiac, 
was  born  at  Palatine,  Montgomery  Countj^, 
!^  N.  Y.,  August  24,  1831,  and  is  the  son  of 
Daniel  and  Nancy  (Nellis)  Klock.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Maj.  John  Klock,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812.  Our  subject  lived  in  Montgomery 
County  until  he  was  seven  years  old,  when  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  St.  Lawrence  County, 
and  there  passed  the  years  of  his  youth.  After 
completing  his  studies  in  the  Ogdensburgh  (N.  Y.) 
Academy,  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  about 
six  years. 

In  1867,  Mr.  Klock  was  ordained  a  minister  in 
the  English  Lutheran  Church,  and  for  twenty-five 
years  held  pastorates  in  various  places.  He  estab- 
lished a  church  at  Avoca,  N.  Y.,  and  he  also  offi- 
ciated as  minister  of  the  churches  at  Sharon 
Springs  and  other  places.  Prior  to  resigning  from 
the  ministry  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  he  assumed 
the  editorship  of  the  Ogdensburgh  Signal,  a  tem- 
perance paper,  and  also  published  the  Golden  JEra^ 
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a  monthly  magazine.  He  also  for  a  time  pub- 
lished the  Lutheran  Protest^  at  Stockton,  111. 

On  coming  to  Illinois  in  1877,  Mr.  Klock  or- 
ganized a  congregation  and  built  a  church  at  Yel- 
low Creek,  while  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
at  Kent.  Thence  he  went  to  Monroe,  Wis.,  where 
he  organized  a  congregation  and  built  a  church, 
and  from  that  city  came,  in  June  of  1892,  to  Do- 
wagiac,  where  he  established  the  Standard^  a  Re- 
publican paper.  In  1863  he  married  Miss  Lovina 
I.,  daughter  of  Rev.  William  Ottman,  a  minister  of 
the  English  Lutheran  Church.  Mrs.  Klock  was 
born  and  reared  in  New  York,  and  received  an 
excellent  education  in  the  schools  of  that  State. 
About  two  years  ago  Mr.  Klock  withdrew  from  the 
English  Lutheran  Church  and  united  with  the 
Congregationalists,  being  now  an  ordained  minis- 
ter in  that  denomination. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Klock  are  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Jay  E.,  who  is  editor  of  the 
Kingston  Weekly  and  Daily;  Freeman,  a  resident 
of  Kingston,  N.  Y.;  J.  Nellis,  editor  of  theOwosso 
Daily  Argus,  at  Owosso,  Mich.;  Lilian  I.,  Ida  B. 
and  Ernest. 


;^0  . 


\|OHN  A.  LINDSLEY.  Dowagiac  numbers 
among  its  prominent  and  successful  busi- 
ness men  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
notice,  who  is  a  dealer  in  lumber  and  build- 
ing material  in  this  city.  He  is  a  native  of  New 
York,  having  been  born  in  West  Almond,  Alle- 
gany County,  January  15, 1858.  His  father.  Lemon 
Lindsley,  was  born  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  there  reared  to  manhood,  about  which 
time  he  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Engle.  the  ceremony 
being  solemnized  in  Allegany  County.  Her  fa- 
ther, John  Engle,  was  a  prominent  resident  of  Al- 
legany County,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812. 

After  his  marriage  Lemon  Lindsley  located  in 
Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  but  five  years  later  he 
remOYed  to  I^ivingstoq  County,  ^ud  subsequently 


came  to  Michigan,  in  1863,  and  made  settlement 
near  Hartford,  Van  Buren  County.  Purchasing  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  about  twenty 
of  which  had  been  improved,  he  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  its  cultivation  and  succeeded  in  trans- 
forming it  into  a  well-improved  tract  of  land,  em- 
bellished with  substantial  farm  buildings.  There 
he  remained  until  called  hence  by  death  in  1879. 
His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  is  still  living, 
and  three  of  their  four  children  are  living:  John 
A.,  Edwin  M.  and  Washington,  all  of  w^hom  are  in 
business  together.  Politically,  the  father  of  this 
family  was  a  Republican,  and  gave  his  influence 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  chosen  party. 

When  about  five  years  old  our  subject  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Michigan,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood  upon  his  father's  farm.  After  complet- 
ing the  course  of  study  in  the  common  schools  he 
entered  the  Commercial  College  at  Valparaiso, 
Ind.,  and  there  prepared  himself  for  active  busi- 
ness life.  He  remained  on  the  home  farm  until 
his  marriage,  which  important  event  occurred  on 
the  21st  of  December,  1880,  the  bride  being  Miss 
Mary  L.,  the  daughter  of  Augustus  N.  Spaulding, 
formerly  a  prominent  and  extensive  farmer  of 
Grass  Lake  Township,  Van  Buren  County,  but  now 
a  resident  of  the  village  of  Hartford.  The  young 
couple  located  at  Hartford,  Mich.,  where  Mr.  Linds- 
ley engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  partnership 
with  his  uncle,  John  W.  Travis.  He  remained  in 
business  in  that  place  for  five  years,  and  in  1885 
came  to  Dowagiac,  where  he  established  his  present 
business,  forming  a  partnership  with  Aaron  Hath- 
away, of  Paw  Paw,  Mich.  In  the  fall  of  1892  Mr. 
Lindsley  purchased  Mr.  Hathaway's  interest  and 
has  since  been  alone.  His  business  is  the  most  ex- 
tensive in  Dowagiac,  and  is  also  one  of  the  most 
successful  enterprises  of  the  county. 

In  addition  to  his  lumber  business,  Mr.  Lindsley 
is  engaged  in  farming  and  owns  a  splendid  farm 
of  eight  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  Rooks  County, 
Kan.,  which  he  has  sub-divided  into  several  farms 
and  rents  to  tenants.  While  not  solicitous  for 
office,  Mr.  Lindsley  maintains  a  constant  interest 
in  public  affairs  and  is  a  pronounced  Republican. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
the  Modern  Woodrpen  of  An^eriga  apcl  the  Jnd^- 
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pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
has  served  for  many  years  as  Trustee.  He  has  rep- 
resented the  First  Ward  in  the  City  Council,  and 
while  residing  in  Hartford  served  as  Town  Clerk 
and  Trustee  of  the  schools. 


^=^=^>^^<m^ 


<,EORGF  H.  MURDOCH.  Not  only  in  Ber- 
rien Springs,  of  which  he  has  long  been  a 
^^^  resident,  but  also  throughout  the  surround- 
ing coujitry,  the  name  of  this  gentleman  is  well 
and  favorably  known.  He  was  born  in  Bedford, 
Bedford  County,  Pa.,  on  the  29th  of  August,  1829, 
and  is  the  son  of  Francis  B.  and  Eliza  (Kimmel) 
Murdoch,  tlie  former  having  been  born  in  Cumber- 
land, Md.,  and  the  latter  in  Somerset  County,  Pa. 
The  father,  who  was  a  man  of  splendid  attainments 
and  a  prominent  attorney,  brought  his  family  to 
Michigan  in  1830  and  located  in  Berrien  Springs. 
The  illness  of  his  wife,  who  was  suffering  from 
consumption,  caused  him  to  remove  from  Berrien 
Springs  and  seek  a  milder  climate  in  the  sunny 
South.  He  remained  in  New  Orleans  for  some 
time,  and  thence  went  to  Ohio,  where  his  wife 
died.  Later  he  was  a  resident  of  St.  Louis,  and  from 
there  in  1852,  during  the  days  of  the  gold  excite- 
ment of  the  far  West,  he  went  to  California.  He 
did  not,  however,  engage  directly  in  mining  for 
gold,  but  became  connected  with  the  public  life  of 
the  State.  He  edited  and  published  a  newspaper 
at  San  Jose,  which  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  be- 
ing the  only  Republican  organ  in  California.  He 
was  appointed  by  President  Lincoln  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue,  in  which  of- 
fice he  served  for  some  time.  When  about  seventy- 
six  years  old  he  dropped  dead  from  the  rupture  of 
a  blood  vessel  in  the  head. 

George  H.  Murdoch  was  a  child  only  one  year 
old  when  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Berrien 
Springs.  Later  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  the 
South,  and  after  his  mother's  death  resided  with 
liis  father  in  St.  Louis,  where  he  gained  his  educa- 
tion in  the  select  schools,     li\  1847  he  returned  to 


Berrien  Springs,  and  with  the  exception  of  two 
years  has  since  made  his  home  in  this  village. 
Until  1859  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising  here, 
but  during  that  year  he  disposed  of  the  business, 
and  in  the  year  following  was  elected  County 
Clerk  for  a  term  of  two  years.  His  service  in  that 
ollice  was  so  satisfactory  that  he  was  re-elected  in 
1864  and  1866. 

Upon  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  in 
1862,  Mr.  Murdoch  raised  Company  I,  of  the  First 
Michigan  Sharpshooters,  of  which  he  was  chosen 
Captain.  The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Ninth 
Army  Corps,  comnianded  by  Gen.  Burnside,  and 
was  in  camp  eight  months  of  the  year  1865,  at 
Camp  Douglas,  111.  Our  subject  participated  in 
the  various  engagements  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, including  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness  and 
Appomattox  and  the  siege  of  Petersburg.  On  tlie 
17th  of  June,  1864,  he  was  wounded  in  front  of 
Petersburg,  being  shot  in  the  head  and  seriously 
injured.  For  gallant  services  at  Spottsylvania 
and  in  the  campaign  before  Richmond,  he  was 
breveted  Major,  December  2,  1864,  and  while 
serving  in  that  position  was  mustered  out  of  ser- 
vice. 

While  in  the  service,  Mr.  Murdoch  was  re-elected 
County  Clerk,  in  1864,  and  upon  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  office,  in  1869,  he  was  elected  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  served  in  that  office  for  twenty 
years.  He  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party 
until  1872,  when  he  gave  his  active  support  to 
Horace  Greeley  for  the  Presidency,  and  has  since 
acted  with  the  Democratic  party.  From  1878  to 
1883  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  State  Democratic 
Central  Committee,  and  for  years  he  has  taken 
a  prominent  part  in  local  and  State  politics.  In 
1876  he  commenced  the  publication  of  the  Berrien 
County  Journal^  which  was  the  official  organ  of 
the  Democratic  party  in  this  community  until 
1884,  when  Mr.  Murdoch  disposed  of  it. 

In  1859  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Murdi^ch 
to  Miss  Adeline,  daughter  of  John  Garrow,  of 
Pipestone,  Mich.  The  union  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  four  children:  George  H.,  Jr.;  Henri- 
etta, wife  of  John  F.  Harper,  and  a  resident  of 
Benton  Harbor,  Mich.;  and  John  and  Francis  B., 
who  are  interested   in   \^n^  ip  MinP^sotOt     Mr, 
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Murdoch  was  an  active  factor  in  assisting  the  pro- 
jecting of  raihoads  through  the  county  and  espec- 
ially tlie  St.  Joseph  Valley  Railroad,  running  to 
Berrien  Springs,  of  which  he  served  as  Secretary 
and  Director  for  several  years.  All  enterprises, 
both  of  a  private  and  public  nature,  that  would 
benefit  the  village,  he  has  aided  and  promoted  as 
far  as  possible. 


r  ^^•^♦E 


WILLIAM  REAGAN,  for  two  years  the  effi- 
cient Sheriff  of  Cass  County,  and  now  a 
popular  clerk  in  the  store  of  W.  M.  Vroo- 
man,  Dowagiac,  is  the  son  of  John  Reagan,  who 
was  born  in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  in  1827.  The 
father  of  our  subject  remained  in  his  native  land 
until  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  emi- 
grated to  America.  John  Reagan  was  energetic 
and  industrious,  and  soon  found  employment  as 
a  laborer  on  the  Michigan  Southern  &  Michigan 
Central  Railroads.  While  working  on  the  road 
he  was  taken  sick,  and  when  he  recovered  he 
had  as  a  capital  in  life  but  seven  cents.  With 
courage  he  began  again  and  steadily  made  his 
way  upward.  lie  assisted  in  laying  the  track 
of  the  Michigan  Central  from  Jackson  to  Chi- 
cago. After  a  time  he  abandoned  railway  em- 
ployment and  located  in  Silver  Creek  Township, 
Cass  County.  In  about  the  year  1850  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Bridget  Daley,  the 
daughter  of  Daniel  Daley,  of  County  Kerry.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and 
came  to  this  country  with  her  father  in  1849,  locat- 
ing in  La  Porte,  Ind.,  soon  after  their  arrival.  Her 
mother  had  died  some  time  previous  to  the  de- 
parture of  Mrs.  Reagan  for  America. 

The  father  of  our  subject  entered  from  the 
Government  forty  acres  of  wild  land  situated  at  Sil- 
ver Creek,  and  the  first  year  he  cleared  and  brought 
under  cultivation  twenty  acres.  Prospering,  he 
added  to  his  land  from  time  to  time  until  he  owned 
two  hundred  and  forty  finely-improved  acres  of 
valuable  farming  property.     An  upright  and  self- 


made  man,  John  Reagan  won  the  respect  of  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  and  passed  to  his 
rest  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  rela- 
tives. Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  in 
religious  conviction  a  Roman  Catholic.  His  widow 
still  survives.  The  sons  and  daughters  of  John 
and  Bridget  Reagan  were  twelve  in  number.  Nine 
of  their  children  are  yet  living.  Charles  resides 
in  Valparaiso,  Ind.;  Johanna  is  with  her  mother 
in  Silver  Creek  Township;  Delia  is  the  wife  of 
Timothy  Burns,  and  lives  in  Eau  Claire,  Mich.; 
William,  our  subject,  was  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Nellie  is  at  Silver  Creek,  on  the  farm;  John 
is  also  on  the  farm;  Bessie  is  at  school  at  Valpa- 
raiso, Ind.,  and  is  studying  to  become  a  stenogra- 
pher; and  Corney  and  Anna,  the  two  youngest, 
are  at  home.  Our  subject  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  January  18,  1860.  He  received  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  district  schools  of  the  locality,  and, 
trained  in  agricultural  duties,  remained  on  the 
farm  until  his  election  to  the  responsible  position 
of  Sheriff  of  the  county,  in  1890. 

Mr.  Reagan  made  a  strong  run,  and  although  the 
Republican  majority  for  Treasurer  was  two  hun- 
dred he,  as  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Sheriff', 
won  by  eighteen  votes.  For  two  years  he  gave 
his  entire  time  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  when 
his  term  of  service  expired  received  his  present 
position  with  W.  M.  Vrooman.  Our  subject  has 
ever  been  true  to  the  principles  of  Democracy,  and 
has  filled  with  ability  various  local  offices.  For 
four  years  he  was  Township  Clerk,  and  for  two 
terms  ably  discharged  the  duties  of  County  Drain 
Commissiojers.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  also  connected  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Foresters.  Uyon  the  7th  of 
January,  1891,  William  Reagan  and  Miss  Joe  Cul- 
1  inane  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Reagan  was 
the  daughter  of  John  Cullinane,  a  prominent  and 
extensive  farmer  of  Silver  Creek  Township,  and 
was  born  on  the  family  homestead  March  4,  1863. 
She  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the  vi- 
cinity and  was  a  general  favorite,  enjoying  the 
esteem  of  many  friends.  Her  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1893,  was  mourned  by  all  who  knew  her. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reagan  were  both  faithful  members 
of  the  Roman  Catholic   Church,  and  generously 
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assisted  in  works  of  benevolence.  In  the  death  of 
his  estimable  and  accomplished  wife  our  subject 
sustained  an  irreparable  loss,  and  received  the 
sympathy  of  the  entire  community.  Mrs.  Reagan 
was  buried  in  the  Catholic  Cemetery,  near  the  home 
of  her  childhood,  and  was  followed  to  the  grave 
by  many  who  had  known  and  loved  her  from 
infancy. 


"^W/  OHN  F.  G  ARD.  The  present  prosperity  of 
St  Joseph  and  its  prominence  as  a  commer- 
^^^  cial  centre  are  largely  due  to  the  fruit  in- 
^^f'  dustryj  which  engages  the  attention  of 
many  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  the  place.  Among 
the  most  successful  fruit-growers  is  our  subject, 
John  F.  Gard,  the  owner  of  a  fine  fruit  farm, 
consisting  of  sixty- five  acres,  and  admirably 
adapted  to  the  raising  of  fruits  of  every  variety. 
Of  this  property,  twenty  acres  are  planted  to 
grapes,  nine  acres  to  pears  and  blackberries,  two 
acres  to  plums  and  the  same  amount  to  peaches. 

The  Gard  family  has  been  represented  in  Ber- 
rien County  since  the  year  1832,  when  the  pater- 
nal grandfather  of  our  subject,  Josephus  Gard, 
came  to  this  State  from  Ohio  and,  settling  in  Ber- 
rien County,  made  his  home  here  until  his  death. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  Joseph  Gard,  was  born 
in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  and  made  his  home  .there 
until  1832,  when  he  moved  to  Michigan,  first  lo- 
cating in  Cass  County.  He  was  there  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  until  1834,  when  he  removed 
to  Berrien  County.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  he  married  Miss  Laura,  daughter  of  Amos 
Farley  and  a  native  of  Vermont,  although  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage  she  was  a  resident  of  St.  Jo- 
seph Township,  Berrien  County,  whither  the  fam- 
ily came  in  1829.  The  Parleys  are  of  Puritan 
stock  and  were  represented  in  America  as  early  as 
1624. 

Upon  coming  to  Michigan,  Joseph  Gard,  as 
above  stated,  settled  in  Cass  County,  but  after 
spending  two  3'ears  there  he  came  to  Berrien 
County  and  purchased  a  tract  consisting  of  one 
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hundred  and  sixty  acres.  For  a  time  he  operated 
a  tannery,  which  he  conducted  with  success,  as, 
timber  being  abundant,  it  was  an  easy  matter  to 
secure  tanbark.  Farming  pursuits,  however,  en- 
gaged his  attention  principally,  and  he  was  fore- 
most among  the  agriculturists  of  his  community. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  force  of  character,  stroni? 
in  his  convictions  and  resolute  in  action.  In  his 
political  belief  he  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  Dem- 
ocratic principles.  His  death,  which  occurred  in 
1873,  removed  from  this  county  one  of  its  earliest 
settlers  and  most  prominent  citizens.  His  wife 
survived  him  a  number  of  years,  passing  away  in' 
1878. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  only  surviving 
child  born  of  his  father's  second  marriage.  He 
was  born  in  St.  Joseph  Township,  Berrien  County, 
on  the  2d  of  February,  1845.  In  his  youth  he 
was  a  pupil  in  the  neighboring  school,  and  after- 
ward took  a  commercial  course  in  Bryant  <fe  Strat- 
ton's  Commercial  College  at  Chicago.  Returning 
to  his  home  at  the  close  of  his  term  in  the  college, 
he  accepted  a  position  of  clerk  in  the  office  of  A. 
II.  Morrison,  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue,  and 
remained  there  from  June,  1864,  until  1866,  when 
Mr.  Morrison  was  retired  for  political  reasons. 
His  successor  in  office,  Walter  G.  Beckwith,  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Gard  to  the  position  he  had  previously 
occupied,  but  the  appointment  was  not  confirmed 
by  the  Senate. 

Returning  to  St.  Joseph,  Mr.  Gard  engaged  in 
farming  for  about  eighteen  months,  and  then  se- 
cured the  position  of  book-keeper  for  the  firm  of 
Dickinson,  Leach  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  three  years.  Subsequently  he  re- 
turned to  St.  Joseph  and  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  in  this  county  for  another  three  years. 
He  then  entered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago  & 
Michigan  Lake  Shore  Railroad  at  St.  Joseph, 
and  until  the  office  was  removed  to  Muskegon 
held  the  office  of  Auditor  of  the  passenger  ac- 
counts of  the  road.  Later  he  assumed  the  charge 
of  the  Morrison  Dock,  but  in  1880  resigned  from 
that  position  and  for  some  time  afterward  had 
charge  of  the  steamer ''John  A.  Dix.''  Since  his 
retirement  from  that  position,  he  has  devoted  his 
time  principally  to  fruit  culture. 
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June  6,  1869,  Mr.  Gard  marrieii  Miss  Josephine, 
daughter  of  Charles  Taff,  of  St.  Joseph,  she  being 
a  native  of  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gard  have  three 
children:  Minerva,  Mabel  and  John  J.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican  and  has  served  for  two  j^ears  as 
School  Inspector,  was  Highway  Commissioner  for 
eight  years,  member  of  the  School  Board  for 
twelve  years.  Supervisor  for  two  years,  and  is  the 
present  Secretary  of  the  Republican  County  Com- 
mittee. Socially,  he  is  a  prominent  worker  in  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  being  identified  with  Pomona 
Lodge  No.  281,  A.  F.  (fe  A.  M.,  of  which  he  was 
for  ten  years  Master  and  is  now  Secretar3\  He  is 
also  a  member  of  Calvin  Brittain  Chapter  No.  72, 
R.  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  High  Priest. 


-g^ 


^EV.  OSWALD  RAG ATZ  was  for  many  years 
^^  a  minister  in  the  Evangelical  Association, 
'^\  and  is  now  one  of  Berrien  County's  most 
successful  fruit-growers,  owning  and  culti- 
vating a  fine  fruit  farm  on  section  2,  St.  Joseph 
Township.  A  native  of  Switzerland,  he  was  born 
on  the  17th  of  March,  1833.  His  parents,  Bar- 
tholomew and  Agnes  Ragatz,  were  of  Swiss  birth 
and  parentage,  and  in  their  native  land  were  united 
in  marriage.  They  continued  to  make  their  home 
in  Switzerland  until  after  the  birth  of  twelve  chil- 
dren. Meantime  the  father  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  an  architect,  and  also  held  an  office,  known 
as  Land  A  man. 

Upon  emigrating  to  America  in  1842,  the  senior 
Mr.  Ragatz  settled  in  Sauk  County,  Wis.,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  and  pioneer 
farmers.  He  purchased  a  tract  consisting  of  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  unimproved  land,  and 
with  the  help  of  his  eight  sons  he  succeeded  in 
clearing  a  large  portion  of  the  property.  During 
the  early  days  of  his  settlement  in  Sauk  County, 
he  had  very  few  neighbors.  To  the  south  his 
nearest  neighbor  was  nineteen  miles  distant,  and 
on  the  west  he  had  no  neighbor  nearer  than  the 
Mississippi  River.  The  village  of  Milwaukee, 
^bout  one  hundred  and  twentjr  miles  »waj^,  wa§  the 


nearest  market  for  produce.  Though  white  set- 
tlers were  few,  Indians  were  numerous,  and  wild 
animals  abounded.  Often  at  night  some  member 
of  the  family  would  fire  off  a  gun  in  order  to 
frighten  the  wolves  from  the  door  of  the  cabin. 
The  Indians  were  usually  friendly  and  regarded 
the  white  settler  with  more  curiosity  than   hatred. 

The  prospects  afforded  by  this  new  country 
seemed  so  favorable  that  Bartholomew  Ragatz 
wrote  a"  glowing  descri[)tion  to  his  friends  in  Swit- 
zerland, and  in  the  spring  of  1843  forty-one  fami- 
lies emigrated  hither,  attracted  by  his  report  of  the 
country.  These  emigrants  settled  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Ragatz  family,  and  as  the  years  passed  by  sev- 
eral hundred  families  from  Switzerland  joined  them 
here,  making  a  large  and  prosperous  Swiss  settle- 
ment. Upon  the  land  first  purchased  by  him,  the 
father  of  our  subject  resided  until  called  hence  by 
death  in  1859.  He  and  his  good  wife  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  only  three  are 
now  living.  They  are  our  subject;  Henry,  who 
lives  near  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.;  and  Catherine, 
whose  home  is  in  California. 

A  child  of  nine  years  when  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  America,  our  subject  was  reared  in  Sauk 
County  and  received  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  Sauk  City,  where  he  gained  a  fair  knowledge  of 
both  the  German  and  English  languages.  At  the 
age  of  twelve  years  he  united  with  the  Evangelical 
Association,  and  five  years  later  became  a  Class- 
leader  in  the  church.  When  twenty  years  of  age 
he  received  an  appointment  as  minister  of  a  mission 
in  the  Jefferson  Circuit,  in  Wisconsin, and  later  was 
transferred  to  the  Menomonee  Circuit,  where  his 
position  was  one  of  responsibility.  Later  he  was 
located  at  Waukesha,  Wis.,  and  he  has  also  had 
charge  of  the  church  at  Milwaukee.  For  two  years 
he  preached  at  Lameina,  Wis.,  being  sent  thence 
to  Racine,  and  from  there  to  the  Prairie  du  Sac 
Circuit  and  Kickapoo  Mission,  where  he  had  two 
young  men  under  his  charge.  He  resided  in  Prai- 
rie du  Sac  for  one  year,  but  later,  owing  to  failing 
health,  he  discontinued  preaching  for  two  years. 

Upon  resun)ing  his  ministerial  labors,  Mr.  Ragatz 
for  a  time  resided  in  Wisconsin,  at  Prairie  duSac, 
but  when  the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Conferences 
^ere  separated,  and  the  Minnesota  Confevence  was 
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formed,  he  served  as  a  volunteer  delegate  to  the 
latter  and  acce]>ted  a  charge  in  that  State.  For  one 
year  he  held  a  pastorate  at  St.  Paul,  then  spent 
two  years  at  the  Crow  River  Mission.  At  that 
time  the  Sioux  Indians  were  causing  consider- 
able trouble  among  the  white  settlers,  and  during 
1861  and  1862  they  renewed  their  depredations. 
Mr.  Ragatz  served  as  a  spy  during  the  Sioux 
wars.  Having  a  young  man  under  his  charge  and 
feeling  anxious  with  regard  to  his  safety,  he  started 
north  toward  the  mission.  Upon  arriving  at  St. 
Peter's,  he  found  that  over  one  thousand  of  the 
whites  had  been  massacred,  ninety-one  of  the  num- 
ber being  his  friends,  and  he  officiated  at  the 
services  held  at  the  funeral.  The  young  man  un- 
der his  charge  lived  ten  miles  from  St.  Peter's,  and 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  Mr.  Ragatz  he  went 
home,  and  on  the  following  Tuesday  morning  the 
Indians  came  to  the  door  of  his  house  and  killed 
him. 

Before  Mr.  Ragatz  reached  home  the  news  came 
to  his  wife  that  he  had  been  killed,  and  the  shock 
was  so  great  as  to  cause  nervous  prostration.  Our 
subject  returned  to  Prairie  du  Sac,  and  thence  went 
to  the  Portage  Mission  in  Wisconsin  and  remained 
for  two  years.  Later  he  remained  for  two  years 
at  Prairie  du  Chien,  but  on  account  of  an  attack 
of  ague  he  returned  to  Sauk  County.  He  resided 
in  Troy,  III.,  for  two  years,  but  upon  disposing 
of  his  property  there,  he  removed  to  Chicago,  and 
for  six  months  was  in  the  insurance  business  with 
his  brother.  From  that  city  he  came  to  Berrien 
County,  and  purchased  eight  acres,  for  which  he 
paid  $2,000.  At  the  present  time  (1893),  he  is  the 
owner  of  forty-eight  acres,  the  most  of  which  is  de- 
voted to  fruit-raising.  The  land  is  embellished 
with  a  first-class  set  of  buildings  and  is  in  excellent 
cultivation. 

May  22, 1856,  Mr.  Ragatz  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Catherina  Steiner,and  they  were  the  par- 
ents  of  ten  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased. 
The  surviving  members  of  the  family  are:  Annie, 
who  lives  in  Waseca,  Minn.,  and  is  the  wife  of  the 
Rev.  William  Stegner;  Lydia  Agnes,  who  married  ' 
Ellis  Weber,  a  merchant  of  Faribault,  Minn.;  Julia, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Washington  Stegner.  a  merchant 
of  St.  Paulj  Minn,;  Christina,  a  graduate  of  a  High 


School  and  now  preceptress  at  the  kindergarten  in 
Whitehall,  Mich.;  Samuel,  a  resident  of  Michigan, 
formerl}'  a  teacher  in  the  Manual  Training  School 
at  Chicago,  and  now  in  Bay  City,  being  employed 
by  Wells  &  Co.,  manufacturers  of  fruit  pack- 
ages; Amy,  a  graduate  of  the  St.  Joseph  school  and 
a  teacher  by  profession;  and  Benjamin  and  Arthur, 
who  are  home.  Edward  and  Julia  are  deceased.  In 
his  political  views,  Mr.  Ragatz  has  been  a  Repub- 
lican, casting  his  first  ballot  for  Gen.  Fremont,  and 
has  voted  for  every  President  since  until  1892, 
but  he  is  now  a  strong  ally  of  the  Prohibition 
party. 
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OHN  M.  ROUCH.  The  business  of  the 
manufacture  of  lumber  and  lumber  products 
has  for  some  years  formed  one  of  the  im- 
portant productive  industries  of  Berrien 
County.  Mr.  Rouch  is  a  thoroughly  practical  and 
experienced  man  in  the  sawmill  business,  and  has 
conducted  extensive  enterprises  in  that  line  for  a 
long  period.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Buchanan 
since  1889,  and  is  consequently  identified  with  the 
interests  of  the  village,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the 
most  influential  citizens. 

Dauphin  County,  Pa.,  is  the  birthplace  of  Mr. 
Rouch,  and  he  was  born  eighteen  miles  from  the 
city  of  Harrisburg,  July  15,  1840.  His  father, 
Henry  Rouch,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
followed  farming  pursuits  in  that  State  until  his 
death.  His  wife  was  p]liza  Zearing,  a  native  of 
the  Keystone  State,  and  of  German-English  de- 
scent. Five  sons  and  two  daughters  were  born  to 
bless  this  home,  and  among  the  number  our  subject 
was  third  in  order  of  birth.  His  boyhood  years 
were  uneventfully  passed  in  his  native  place  and 
he  grew  to  manhood  self-reliant  and  intelligent, 
well  fitted  to  cope  with  the  obstacles  which  lie  in 
the  path  of  every  ambitious  young  man. 

In  1866  Mr.  Rouch  came  to  Michigan  and  located 
in  Bcrtrand  Township,  where  he  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  for  one  year.  Soon  afterward,  in  the 
spring  of  1869,  he  married  Miss  Susan,  daughter 
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of  Daniel  and  Martha  Bressler,  and  in  the  following 
year  the  young  couple  located  in  Buchanan  Town- 
ship. Mr.  Rouch  purchased  a  farm  situated  one 
mile  west  of  the  village  of  Buchanan,  and  there  he 
embarked  in  farming,  continuing  at  that  place  for 
six  years,  and  meanwhile  placing  valuable  improve- 
ments on  the  estate.  Removing  thence  to  Ber- 
trand  Township,  he  resided  in  that  portion  of  the 
country  for  eleven  years,  devoting  his  entire  at- 
tention to  the  work  of  improving  a  farm.  In  1884 
he  purchased  an  interest  in  a  sawmill  in  Oronoko 
Township,  which  he  carried  on  successfully  for 
two  years.  Then  selling  his  interest  in  the  enter- 
prise, he  located  in  the  village  of  Buchanan,  where 
he  now  owns  a  half-interest  in  a  sawmill.  Ilis 
business  enterprises  have  jnoved  uniformly  suc- 
cessful, and  in  all  his  investments  he  has  displayed 
sagacity  and  executive  ability. 

In  his  social  connection,  Mr.  Rouch  is  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
holding  membership  in  Blue  Lodge  No.  68,  at  Bu- 
chanan; Chapter  No.  2,  at  Niles;  and  Niles  Com- 
mandery  No.  12.  In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Rouch 
has  made  a  careful  study  of  the  issues  of  the  day, 
and  believes  that  the  principles  adopted  by  the 
Republican  party  will  best  subserve  the  interests  of 
the  people.  He  served  for  two  terms  as  Treasurer 
of  Bertrand  Township,  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  at  Buchanan.  He  and  his 
wife  have  been  the  parents  of  three  children,  the 
youngest  of  whom,  Rosa,  is  deceased.  The  sur- 
viving children  are  Lulu  and  Ada. 
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y^l'  ZRO  S.  JONES,  deceased,  for  many  years 
Ol  one  of  the  prominent  and  enterprising 
business  men  of  Dowagiac,  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  and  highly  esteemed  as  a  citizen 
of  sterling  integrity,  was  a  native  of  Hopkinton,  N. 
IL,  and  was  born  July  12,  1823.  His  father,  Jacob 
Jones,  belonged  to  a  highly  respectable  family 
in  New  England,  noted  for  their  strength  of  mind 
and  decision  of  character.  The  wife  of  Jacob 
Jones^  a  most  estimable  woman,  was  in  rnaidenUood 


Lydia  Straw.  She  came  to  Michigan  to  live  with 
her  children,  but  died  soon  afterward  at  an  ad- 
vanced age,  in  1862. 

Azro  S.  Jones  was  reared  in  the  New  England 
home,  and  while  yet  a  lad  became  a  marine  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  navy.  He  sailed  in 
the  frigate  'SSavannah,'*  and  during  a  period  of 
four  years  visited  nearly  all  the  ports  of  the  Old  and 
the  New  Worlds.  He  was  afterward  transferred  to 
the  ''Constitution''  ("Old  Ironsides"),  and  served 
as  Corporal  on  this  famous  battleship  during  the 
Mexican  War.  After  the  term  of  his  enlistment 
expired,  Mr.  Jones  located  in  Lowell,  and  became 
a  moulder  in  a  large  foundry,  where  he  remained 
three  years.  During  this  time,  in  1852,  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  But- 
terfield,  a  native  of  Now  Hampshire,  born  in 
Charlestown  March  16,  1832. 

Robert  Butterfield,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Jones,  was 
also  born  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  and  was 
reared  in  his  birthplace,  Francistown.  He  was  by 
occupation  a  farmer,  but  also  engaged  in  buying 
wool.  In  common  with  many  other  patriotic 
friends  and  neighbors,  he  actively  participated  in 
the  War  of  1812.  He  was,  politically,  a  strong 
Democrat,  and  a  man  of  indomitable  energy  and 
perseverance.  His  wife,  Betsey  Tenny,  was  a 
daughter  of  an  early  resident  of  New  England, 
the  well-known  Dr.  Tenny.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butter- 
field  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  reach  the  years  of  maturity,  and 
two  of  whom  yet  survive:  the  widow  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  Charles  F.  Butterfield,  now  residing  in 
Lake  Crystal,  Minn.,  a  prosperous  miller. 

After  the  marriage  of  our  subject,  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  remained  in  Lowell,  but  finally  re- 
solved to  ti'}^  the  broader  opportunities  of  the 
great  West,  and  journeyed  to  far-off  Illinois,  set- 
tling in  Kane  County,  where  Mr.  Jones  purchased 
land  and  entered  into  agricultural  pursuits.  Mr. 
Jones  made  his  home  in  Illinois  but  a  brief  time. 
In  1855  he  removed  to  Michigan,  and  permanently 
located  in  Dowagiac,  then  a  small  village.  Here 
•  he  built  the  large  white  brick  building,  corner  of 
Front  and  Commercial  Streets,  now  owned  by  the 
Jewell  estate,  and  entered  into  partnership  with 
Jiis  brother,  G,    C.  Jones,   in  the  dry-gooda  trade. 
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The  firm  dealt  largely  in  tliat  line  and  also 
handled  large  quantities  of  wheat  and  wool.  The 
business  was  prosperously  continued  for  twenty- 
three  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time 
Azro  S.  Jones  went  into  the  grocery  trade.  Again 
honesty  in  dealing  and  correct  business  methods 
had  their  reward,  and  he  was  the  recipient  of  a 
fine  trade,  until  failing  health  compelled  him  to  re- 
tire from  the  active  duties  of  business  life. 

Two  children  were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones: 
Charles  B.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Chicago,  and 
head  book-keeper  for  Fraser  (k  Chalmers;  and 
Edwin  D.,  shipping-clerk  for  the  Round  Oak  Stove 
Works.  Mr.  Jones  was  originally  a  Republican, 
but  "liberalized''  with  a  great  many  other  members 
of  the  grand  old  party  in  1872  and  voted  for 
Greeley.  He  afterward  became  a  thorough  Dem- 
ocrat, was  a  firm  believer  in  a  policy  of  reconcili- 
ation between  the  North  and  South,  and  was  an 
earnest  advocate  of  the  principles  of  tariff  reform. 
Mr.  Jones  held  various  olHces  of  public  trust,  but 
was  not  a  politician  of  the  modern  school,  and 
would  consent  to  hold  office  only  when  the  office 
sought  the  man.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  and  several  times  a  member  of  the 
City  Council,  taking  an  active  part  especially  in 
all  matters  of  local  progress  and  educational  ad- 
vancement, lie  was  one  of  the  committee  who 
visited  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  in  early  days  and  pur- 
chased the  first  fire  engine,  considered  an  event  at 
the  time,  for  it  was  then  believed  Dowagiac  had 
advanced  from  a  village  to  a  town. 

Mr.  Jones  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Do- 
wagiac Union  Fair, and  was  its  Treasurer.  A  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen,  he  was  closely  identified  with 
all  matters  of  public  improvement  and  contributed 
liberally  to  all  measures  having  for  their  object  the 
development  of  the  city  and  a  better  condition  of 
its  people.  Faithful  to  his  ofhcial  work,  he  was  also 
a  valued  member  of  the  Universalist  Church,  and 
in  fact  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  First  Un- 
iversalist Church  of  Dowagiac.  He  served  as  Dea- 
con and  was  one  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  giving 
generously  in  behalf  of  the  church  support.  Mr. 
Jones  entertained  advanced  ideas  on  the  divinity 
of  the  Bible  and  the  future  destiny  of  man,  but 
respected  the  opinions  of  those  who  differed  in  a 


religious  way.  Of  limited  education,  he  was 
nevertheless  a  man  of  broad  ideas,  well  posted  on 
the  political  and  social  topics  of  the  day,  and  was 
an  interesting  talker  on  various  subjects.  He  en- 
joyed the  confidence  of  a  large  circle  of  friends, 
by  whom  he  was  deeply  mourned,  when,  upon  the 
16th  of  April,  1890,  he  passed  to  his  rest.  The 
day  of  the  funeral  the  business  houses  of  Dowagiac 
were  closed,  and  the  city  with  one  accord  testified 
to  the  high  regard  and  sincere  respect  in .  which 
Azro  Jones  was  held  by  his  fellow-townsmen.  His 
widow  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  endeared 
to  her  by  the  many  memories  of  the  past. 
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J ^  AMES    R.  DUNHAM.     The  cultivation    of 
I    small  fruits  has  proven  to  be  one  of  the  most 
j    important    and    successful     industries    of 
Berrien  County,  and  among  the  men  who 

are  prosperously  engaged  in  this  business  may  be 
mentioned  the  name  of  our  subject,  who  owns  a 
fine  fruit  farm  located  on  section  34,  St.  Joseph 
Township.  Here  he  has  thirty-six  acres,  upon 
which  he  raises  peaches,  grapes  and  berries,  making 
his  shipments  to  the  markets  at  Chicago  and  Mil- 
waukee. In  addition  to  this  valuable  property, 
he  is  the  owner  of  six  hundred  and  sixty-one 
acres  of  land  in  Lincoln  Township,  of  which 
seventy-five  have  been  cleared  and  placed  under 
excellent  cultivation.  Upon  that  place  lie  raises 
small  fruits  and  berries,  and  finds  this  business  a 
remunerative  one.  His  wife  is  the  owner  of  thirty- 
four  acres  in  Lincoln  Township,  which  is  partl}^ 
cleared  and  devoted  to  fruit-raising. 

A  native  of  Michigan,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Portage  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  on  the  21st 
of  April,  1836.  He  traces  his  ancestry  to  patriotic 
and  valiant  forefathers.  His  paternal  great-grand- 
father, Matthew  Dunham,  enlisted  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Revolutionaiy  War  and  served 
until  its  close,  and  tradition  says  that  he  was  pres- 
ent at  the  famous  "tea  party"  in  Boston  Harbor. 
He  settled  on  Johnson  Creek,  in  New  York  State, 
where  he  constructed  and  managed  a  raft  in  the 
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American  service  during  the  War  of  181^,  but  the 
raft,  having  been  discovered  by  the  British  fleet, 
was  destroyed. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
James  Dunliam,  who  was  reared  in  New  Jersey  and 
married  a  Miss  Ward,  of  New  York  City,  whence 
the,y  moved  to  western  New  York  and  from  there 
up  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  later  to  Canada.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  Timothy  Ward  Dunham 
was  born  in  Canada,  January  12,  1808,  and  was 
reared  on  a  farm  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.  His 
father  died  when  he  was  a  child  of  two  years,  and 
eight  years  later  his  mother  was  again  married. 
He  was  about  seventeen  when  he  started  out  in 
the  world  to  earn  his  own  livelihood,  and,  pro- 
ceeding to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  he  found  employment 
for  a  time  on  a  farm. 

Coming  to  Michigan  in  1834,  the  senior  Mr. 
Dunham  spent  one  summer  in  Jackson  County  and 
in  the  spring  of  the  following  year  settled  in  Kal- 
amazoo County,  where  he  purchased  land  and 
embarked  in  the  nursery  business.  In  1854  he 
disposed  of  his  property  in  Kalamazoo  County,  and, 
coming  to  Berrien  County,  located  in  St.  Joseph 
Township,  where  he  purchased  land  and  engaged 
in  fruit-raising.  Having  been  reared  along  the 
lake  shore  in  New  York  State,  in  the  midst  of  a 
fine  fruit  country,  he  was  naturally  familiar  with, 
and  interested  in,  the  cultivation  of  fruit,  and 
when  he  settled  in  Kalamazoo  County  he  endeav- 
ored, but  in  vain,  to  make  a  success  of  that 
business. 

When  Mr.  Dunham  came  to  St.  Joseph  Town- 
ship, he  purchased  two  hundred  acres  along  the 
lake  shore,  and  judging  that  this  land  would  be 
especially  adapted  for  fruit-raising,  he  embarked 
in  that  business,  and  proved,  to  the  great  aston- 
ishment and  delight  of  other  people  in  the  county, 
that  the  soil  here  is  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  raising 
of  fruits.  His  name  is  worthy  of  perpetuation, 
for  he  was  the  pioneer  of  the  nursery  business  in 
Kalamazoo  County  and  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
fruit  business  here,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive fruit-growers  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

Removing  to  Lincoln  Township,  Mr.  Dunham 
embarked  in  the  sawmill  business  and  was  thus 
engaged  for  a  number  of  years.     He  also  planted 


a  peach  and  a  grape  orchard  on  his  place,  where 
he  resided  until  the  fall  of  1892,  and  since  that 
time  has  made  his  home  with  our  subject.  He  was 
married  June  28,  1835,  to  Miss  Catherine,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Enos  Newman.  This  estimable  lady  was 
born  in  Vermont,  whence  in  an  early  day  she  ac- 
companied her  parents  to  Covington,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  grew  to  womanhood.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  she  came  to  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  where  she  was 
married.  Her  death  occurred  July  12,  1892,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-two  years  and  eleven  months. 
She  was  a  woman  of  many  noble  attributes  of 
character  and  was  devotedly  attached  to  her  hus- 
band and  children.  Two  of  her  children  were 
Mary,  who  married  Brj^ce  Quint,  and  died  on  a 
farm  near  Niles;  and  Martha,  who  died  when  six 
months  old. 

In  early  days  Timothy  Dunham  was  a  Whig,  and 
later  became  a  strong  Abolitionist.  He  is  now 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  to  which  he 
gives  his  unwavering  support.  He  was  converted 
in  1828,  uniting  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  sur- 
viving settlers  of  St.  Joseph  Township,  and  at  the 
present  time  (1893)  is  eighty-five  years  of  age. 
A  man  of  affable  manners,  intelligence  of  a  very 
high  order,  and  shrewd  business  qualities,  he  has 
attracted  a  host  of  friends  and  attained  a  position 
among  the  most  successful  of  Berrien's   pioneers. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Kala- 
mazoo County,  Mich.,  until  1854,  when  he  accom- 
panied his  father  to  Cass  County,  tiiis  State.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  came  to  Berrien  County,  and 
about  six  months  after  he  attained  his  majority 
he  settled  on  his  present  farm.  Prior  to  his  settle- 
ment here,  the  timber  had  been  cut  down,  but  had 
been  replaced  by  a  dense  growth  of  brush,  which 
forced  Mr.  Dunham  to  do  considerable  "grubbing.'' 
As  the  result  of  energy  and  industry,  he  succeeded 
in  clearing  the  land,  planting  trees  and  improving 
the  place.  At  the  time  he  came  here,  the  entire 
country  was  in  a  very  wild  state.  Wild  animals 
were  here  in  abundance,  and  our  subject  frequently 
engaged  in  the  sport  of  hunting  deer,  which  often 
fell  the  victims  of  his  unerring  shot. 

In  Kalamazoo  County,  June  25,  1859,  Mr.  Dun- 
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ham  manied  Miss  Rebecca  Ann,  daughter  of 
Charles  Ackley,  and  they  are  tlie  parents  of  six 
children,  namely:  Enos  W.,  a  prominent  fruit- 
grower of  Lincoln  Township;  Sarah  Ella,  a  school 
teacher  residing  at  home;  P^rnest  J.,  who  resides  at 
Stevensville,  Berrien  County,  and  operates  a  saw- 
mill whicli  he  and  his  father  own;  Catherine  E., 
Charles  W.  and  Mary  A.,  who  are  at  home. 


/^\  LYDP]  H.  BAKER,  the  popular  merchant  of 
||(  Buchanan,  was  born  in  Bertrand  Township, 

^^Jy  Berrien  Count}^  Mich.,  on  the  9th  of  No- 
vember, 1857.  His  parents,  Lewis  V.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Haseltine)  Baker,  were  natives  respectively 
of  New  York  and  Ohio,  and  after  their  marriage 
located  in  Bertrand  Township.  In  connection 
with  farming  pursuits  the  father  followed  the  trade 
of  a  miller,  and  started  the  lirst  gristmill  in  the 
township.  Politically,  he  was  firm  in  his  adherence 
to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  was 
always  willing  to  work  for  the  good  of  that  or- 
ganization. In  religious  connections  he  was  iden- 
tified with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in 
his  life  he  exemplified  tlie  sincerity  of  his  belief. 
His  death  occurred  in  his  sixty-third  3'ear  and  was 
widely  mourned,  for  he  had  a  host  of  friends.  His 
wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years. 

Of  the  children  born  to  Lewis  and  Elizabeth 
Baker,  the  following  is  noted:  Florence  died  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  years;  Louisa  is  the  wife  of 
John  Redden;  Johnnie  passed  away  when  a  boy  of 
fifteen  years;  Lewis  W.  is  a  physician  residing  in 
Buchanan;  Clyde  II.,  of  this  sketch,  is  the  young- 
est member  of  the  family.  He  attended  the  scho.  Is 
of  Bertrand  Township  and  subsequently  was  a  pu- 
pil in  the  Buchanan  High  School.  In  1879  he  en- 
tered the  emplo}^  of  T.  M.  Fulton  tt  Co.,  of  Bu- 
chanan, and  occupied  a  clerical  position  in  that 
house  for  two  years.  Having  gained  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  business  by  this  experience,  and  hav- 
ing also  by  economy  and  industry  accumulated  a 
sufiHcient  amount   of    money   for  the    purpose,  he 


embarked  in  business  for  himself  and  opened  a 
furniture  establisfiment,  which  he  conducted  for 
five  years. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Baker  purchased  a  half -inter- 
est in  the  mercantile  establishment  of  L.  R.  Boyle, 
and  the  partnership  thus  formed  continued  until 
1890,  when  our  subject  purchased  his  partner's  in- 
terest. The  business  is  now  conducted  under  the 
name  of  C.  II.  Baker,  and  has  enjoyed  a  steadj^  in- 
crease, until  the  establishment  is  now  the  largest  in 
the  city.  The  store  is  conveniently  located  on 
Front  Street,  and  has  a  large  trade  not  only  from 
the  people  of  Buchanan,  but  also  from  the  resi- 
dents of  adjoining  places.  Mr.  Baker  is  also  a 
Director  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Buchanan 
and  is  one  of  the  stockholders  of  that  institution. 

In  politics  a  Republican,  Mr.  Baker  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  sagacious  and  clear-headed 
leaders  of  the  party  in  Buchanan.  In  1887-88  he 
served  as  Township  Treasurer,  and  has  recently 
been  called  to  fill  the  position  of  City  Treasurer. 
In  1890  and  1892  he  was  a  member  of  the  Village 
Board.  In  regard  to  social  relations,  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Buchanan  Lodge  No.  68,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  St. 
Joseph  Chapter  No.  4,  Niles  Council  No.  19,  and 
Niles  Commandeiy  No.  12.  He  is  also  identified 
with  De  Witt  Clinton  Consistory  at  Grand  Rap- 
ids, and  the  Saladin  Temple  of  the  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  October 
24,  1889,  he  married  Miss  P]stelle  J.,  daughter  of 
James  and  Nancy  Reynolds,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Elizabeth  Haseltine,  who  was  born  July  2, 
1892. 


y^ILL  F.  HOYT,  Secretary  and  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Dowagiac  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, was  born  in  Silver  Creek  Township, 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  April  27,  1859.  His  father, 
John  F.  Hoyt,  was  born  in  New  York,  and  in  his 
youth  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Mexican  War, 
but  was  refused  on  account  of  being  under  age. 
For  some  time  he  resided  in  the  South,  where  he 
was  a  slave-owner  and  also  followed  the  trade  of 
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a  hatter.  Coming  to  Michigan  about  1856,  he  es- 
tablished a  gristmill  in  Silver  Creek  Township, 
which  was  usually  known  as  the  Old  Red  Mill. 
His  death  occurred  in  1860,  when  in  life's  prime. 
His  wife  survived  him  a  number  of  years,  passing 
awa}'^  in  1867.  They  were  the  parents  of  three 
children:  our  subject,  St.  Louis,  and  Winfield,  who 
is  the  foreman  in  the  factory  at  Dowagiac. 

Orphaned  in  childhood,  our  subject  came  to 
Dowagiac  when  about  nine  3^ears  of  age,  and  for 
five  years  made  his  home  with  the  family  of  F.  J. 
Mosher.  Later  he  spent  a  short  time  with  his 
guardian,  M.  T.  Garvey,  at  Cassopolis.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  returned  to  Dowagiac  and  fin- 
ished his  education  in  the  High  School  of  this  city, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1879.  Afterward 
he  taught  in  the  district  schools  for  three  years. 
Leaving  that  profession  for  an  active  business  life, 
he  was  employed  for  one  year  as  shipping-clerk, 
and  for  the  two  years  following  in  the  produce  busi- 
ness. In  1885  he  became  book-keeper  for  the 
Dowagiac  Manufacturing  Company,  and  was  af- 
terward promoted  to  be  Secretary  and  manager  of 
the  enterprise.  He  was  one  of  the  first  stockhold- 
ers and  is  also  a  Director  of  the  company. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Hoyt  first  became  connected 
with  the  compan}^  a  few  drills  had  been  manufac- 
tured, but  the  business  was  at  a  low  ebb.  Realiz- 
ing that  it  could  be  made  a  financial  success  if 
properly  managed,  he,  with  several  others,  remod- 
eled the  drill  and  commenced  to  manufacture  it. 
During  their  first  years  of  business  they  sold  a  few 
of  their  manufactures  in  the  Northwest,  and  grad- 
ually increased  the  sales  until  the  enterprise  is 
now  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful  in 
the  State.  Steady  employment  is  given  to  a  force 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  there  are  six 
traveling  salesmen  on  the  road.  The  capital  stock 
is  $50,000,  while  the  sales  are  principally  in  the 
West  and  Northwest.  During  1892  the  output  of 
machines  was  between  five  and  six  thousand  drills. 
The  wonderful  success  which  has  crowned  this 
business  enterprise  is  due  largely  to  the  ability 
and  judgment  of  Mr.  Hoyt,  who  has  labored  un- 
weariedly  to  secure  for  it  the  greatest  material 
development.  He  was  one  of  the  principal  in- 
ventors of  the  new  machine,  and  has  several  pat- 


ents on  it,  including  the  spring  attachment,  the 
covering  wheel  and  the  force  feed. 

In  the  fall  of  1881  Mr.  Hoyt  married  Miss  Dora 
Blatchley,  who  was  born  in  Dowagiac  and  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  this  city.  In  his  political 
belief  he  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  now  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  local  board  of  the  Capital  Building 
and  Loan  Association  of  this  city,  and  is  other- 
wise identified  with  important  interests  of  the 
place.  As  a  business  man  he  has  the  confidence  of 
the  people  and  occupies  a  high  place  in  their 
regard. 


EDWARD  BRAMMALL  haswon  an  enviable 
reputation  as  a  plumber,  and  the  thorough- 
, '  ness  of  the  work  executed  by  him  and  the 

reasonableness  of  his  prices,  as  well  as  his  trust- 
worthy and  thorough  business  methods,  have  placed 
him  among  the  leading  business  men.  He  was  born 
in  Duckinfield,  England,  October  17,  1849,  and  is 
a  son  of  John  N.  and  Sarah  (Evans)  Bramnjall. 
The  father  was  a  contractor  and  builder  in  Eng- 
land and  remained  there  until  1857,  when  he  de- 
cided to  cross  the  ocean  to  America.  After  reach- 
ing this  country  he  located  in  New  York  City, 
but  subsequently  removed  to  Philadelphia,  thence 
to  Chicago, and  thence  to  Jackson,  Tenn.  In  1863 
he  returned  to  Chicago,  and  died  there  in  1865.  He 
was  a  substantial  and  highly  respected  citizen  and 
a  man  possessed  of  much  energy  and  force  of  char- 
acter. His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  died 
in  England. 

Edward  Brammall,  subject  of  this  sketch,  passed 
his  boyhood  and  3^outh  and  received  his  education 
in  Chicago,  111.  In  1863  he  began  in  that  city  to 
learn  the  tinner's  trade  and  plumbing.  In  1867, 
for  about  nine  months,  he  superintended  a  hard- 
ware and  tin  shop  at  Palatine,  III.,  then  returned 
to  Chicago.  He  engaged  in  business  in  that  city 
and  remained  there  until  the  year  18,69,  when  he  lo- 
cated in  Benton  Harbor.  At  this  place  he  entered 
the  employ  of  H.  M.  Peck  &  Co.,  basket  manufac- 
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turers,  and  after  remaining  with  them  for  some 
time  entered  the  employ  of  Branson  &  Winans, 
hardware  mercliants  of  this  city,  and  continued  in 
their  employ  until  1873.  After  that  he  went  into 
the  hardware  business  on  his  own  account,  but  sold 
out  in  1876,  and  two  years  later  opened  a  tin-shop 
in  Benton  Harbor,  where  he  had  a  successful  busi- 
ness for  some  time.  Later  he  added  a  line  of  agri- 
cultural implements,  farming  machinery,  etc.,  and 
continued  at  this  until  1892,  since  which  time  he 
has  given  his  undivided  attention  to  plumbing 
and  gas  and  steam  fitting.  He  is  making  a  suc- 
cess of  this,  and  is  thorough  and  reliable  in  all  his 
transactions. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  1874,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Lizzie  Sullivan,  a  native  of  Benton 
Harbor,  and  they  now  have  a  pleasant  and  commod- 
ious residence  on  Pipestone  Street.  Both  are  well 
respected  in  the  city  and  have  a  host  of  warm 
personal  friends.  Politically,  Mr.  Brammall  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  socially  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brammall  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 


•--^ 


^>-^^<^ 
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LEXANDER  H.  SCOTT,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  a  prac- 
ticing physician  and  surgeon  of  St  Jo- 
seph, was  born  in  Schoolcraft,  Kalamazoo 
County,  Mich.,  on  the  19th  of  September, 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Thomas  Scott,  was  for  many  years  a  resident  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  became  a  pioneer  of  Ohio. 
Alexander  H.  Scott,  Sr.,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  as  early  as  1837 
came  to  Michigan, settling  in  Schoolcraft, and  em- 
barking in  the  mercantile  business  at  that  place. 
He  was  quite  successful  in  his  business  ventures 
and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  School- 
craft. Late  in  life  he  came  to  St.  Joseph,  where 
he  made  his  home  until  removed  by  death,  in 
August,  1888. 

The  maternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
William  Sherman,  was  a  participant  in  the  War  of 


1812.  His  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Jane  Hatch,  was  born  in  Vermont,  being  the 
daughter  of  Sherman  Hatch,  of  Scotch-Irish  ex- 
traction. The  eldest  of  four  children  (of  whom 
only  two  now  survive),  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
passed  his  youth  in  the  village  of  Schoolcraft, 
where  he  was  a  student  in  the  schools.  He  after- 
ward entered  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing, 
continuing  his  studies  there  for  some  time. 

Having  resolved  to  enter  upon  the  profession  of 
a  physician,  young  Scott  read  medicine  with  Dr. 
Boliver-Barnum,  of  Schoolcraft,  after  which  he 
entered  the  medical  department  of  Ann  Arbor,  and 
was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  March, 
1867.  Previous  to  this,  however,  he  had  spent 
four  years  in  the  service  of  the  Union.  In  1861 
he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  C,  Sixth 
Michigan  Infantry,  Col.  F.  W.  Curtenius command- 
ing. For  one  year  he  served  as  Color  Sergeant, 
and  afterward  occupied  the  position  of  hospital 
steward  for  the  same  length  of  time.  He  was 
transferred  to  the  P^leventh  Army  Corps  and  as- 
signed to  the  Eighty-third  United  States  Troops, 
serving  as  First  Lieutenant  and  Regimental  Quar- 
termaster. Later  he  received  from  Gov.  Blair  the 
appointment  of  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  Twelfth 
Michigan  Infantry,  and  was  laboring  in  that  posi- 
tion at  the  time  the  war  closed.  He  was  subse- 
quently appointed  Surgeon  of  the  United  States 
Hospital  at  Camden,  Ark.,  and  served  in  that  ca- 
pacity until  March  8,  1866,  when  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged,  after  having  served  his  countrj^ 
faithfully  and  well  for  a  period  of  four  years. 

Returning  to  Michigan,  the  youthful  veteran 
resumed  his  medical  studies  in  the  State  Univer- 
sity at  Ann  Arbor,  from  which,  as  above  stated,  he 
was  graduated  in  1867.  At  once  after  completing 
his  studies  he  located  at  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  where 
he  conducted  a  general  practice.  He  is  Division 
Surgeon  for  the  Chicago  &  West  Michigan  Rail- 
road, and  local  surgeon  of  the  Vandalia  Railroad, 
and  has  acquired  an  extended  reputation  through- 
out this  section  of  the  State  as  a  physician  of 
skill,  thoroughness  and  great  knowledge.  He  is 
at  present  serving  as  President  of  the  Gold  Cure 
Institute  in  St.  Joseph.  He  is  deeply  interested 
in  everything  that  pertains  to  his  profession,  and 
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is  an  active  member  of  the  Berrien  County  Med- 
ical Association  and  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. 

February  14,  1869,  the  Doctor  married  Miss 
Lydia  M.  Crandall,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Robert  L.  Crandall.  One  daughter, 
Bella  L.,  has  been  born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Scott.  In 
politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  was  hon- 
ored by  election  to  the  position  of  Mayor  in 
1890-91,  and  also  served  as  Trustee  of  St.  Joseph 
for  three  terms.  In  regard  to  social  connections, 
he  is  a  member  of  Occidental  Lodge  No.  56,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  of  which  he  was  Worshii)ful  Master  for 
twelve  years.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Calvin 
Brittain  Chapter  No.  72,  R.  A.  M.;  St.  Joseph 
Council,  and  Niles  Commandery  No.  12.  He  has 
attained  to  the  thirty-second  degree  in  Masonry 
and  is  a  Noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 


I 


SAAC  M.  VINCENT.  After  many  years  de- 
voted to  his  chosen  calling  of  agriculture,  Mr. 
Vincent  is  now  passing  his  declining  years 
tranquilly  and  comfortably  in  his  pleasant  home 
at  Buchanan.  He  was  born  in  Frankhn  County, 
Mass.,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1822,  being  the  son  of 
Isaac  and  Susan  (Maxam)  Vincent,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  the  Bay  State.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Joshua  Vincent,  was  of  English  de- 
scent, and  was  born  in  Massachusetts.  During 
the  opening  years  of  the  great  struggle  between 
England  and  the  Colonies,  he  enlisted  in  the  de- 
fense of  liberty  and  freedom,  and  served  with 
valor  until  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  1790,  and 
was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer.  In  early  man- 
hood he  married  the  daughter  of  Edmund  Maxam, 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  one  of  the  old 
Revolutionary  heroes.  After  their  marriage  they 
located  on  a  farm  in  the  Bay  State,  where  they 
continued  to  reside  until  removed  hence  by  death, 
the  father  at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  and  the 
mother  when  four-score  and  two  years  old.    While 


Mr.  Vincent  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer, 
principally,  he  also  engaged  to  some  extent  in 
other  pursuits,  and  for  four  years  was  a  peddler  in 
the  Southern  States. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  six  children, 
five  sons  and  one  daughter,  four  of  whom  grew  to 
mature  years.  In  Franklin  County,  Mass.,  our 
subject  was  reared  to  manhood  and  acquired  a 
common-school  education.  When  ready  to  estab- 
lish domestic  ties,  he  was  married,  on  the  12th  of 
March,  1845,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Yaw,  who  was  born 
in  Whitingham,  Vt.,  November  16,  1824.  Her 
grandfather,  Moses  Yaw,  was  descended  from  En- 
glish-French ancestry,  and  passed  his  entire  life  in 
Rhode  Island.  Her  father,  Oliver  Yaw,  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  and  married  Eliza,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Houghton,  and  a  native  of  Wendall,  Mass.  Mrs. 
Vincent  is  the  eldest  of  thirteen  children,  and  is 
now  the  only  surviving  member  of  the  family. 

Ten  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Vincent  went 
to  Illinois  and  located  at  Richmond,  where  they 
resided  about  one  year.  From  Illinois  they  went 
to  Indiana,  and  from  there  to  Iowa,  thence  to 
Michigan  in  1865.  Locating  near  Galien,  Berrien 
County,  he  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  and  remained  on  that  place  about 
three  years.  In  1869  he  sold  the  land,  and  in 
1871  came  to  Buchanan,  where  he  now  lives  re- 
tired from  business.  He  and  his  wife  becanie 
the  parents  of  two  children.  Edwin  H.  was  born 
in  Florida,  Mass.,  November  27,  1850,  and  after 
reaching  manhood,  located  in  Three  Oaks,  Mich., 
where  he  attained  considerable  prominence.  As  a 
successful  and  accommodating  merchant,  he  en- 
joyed a  large  patronage  from  the  city  and  sur- 
rounding country.  He  served  as  Supervisor  of 
the  township  and  in  other  places  of  trust.  His 
death  occurred  January  10,  1893.  He  had  mar- 
ried Miss  Anna  McKie,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  a  daughter,  Maude  M.,  who  was  seventeen  years 
old  at  the  time  of  her  father's  demise.  The  other 
son  of  our  subject,  Isaac  B.,  was  born  in  Flor- 
ida, Mass.,  December  1,  1854,  and  became  a  sleep- 
ing-car conductor.  While  serving  in  that  capacity 
he  was  killed  at  Blue  Mound,  III.,  on  the  Wabash 
&  Pacific  Railroad,  May  11,  1884. 
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From  an  humble  position  in  youth,  without 
friends  or  money,  and  dependent  upon  his  own 
unaided  exertions  for  his  maintenance,  Mr.  Vin- 
cent has  risen  to  a  position  of  prominence  among 
the  public-spirited  citizens  of  Berrien  County. 
Through  his  industry  in  earlier  life  he  accumu- 
lated the  means  which  enables  him  at  present  to 
live  in  comfort  and  unharassed  by  business  cares. 
He  is  a  man  of  deep  religious  convictions,  and  is 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  Steward  and 
Trustee,  and  toward  the  support  of  which  he  has 
always  contributed  in  proportion  to  his  means. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  always  votes 
the  ticket  of  his  party. 


/  OHN  GLEESON,  an  enterprising  and  lead- 
ing general  agriculturist  and  stock-raiser, 
{)rofitably  cultivating  a  fine  farm  of  one 
^^^l^  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Chikaming 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  is  desirably  sit- 
uated, his  highly  improved  homestead  being  lo- 
cated five  miles  northwest  of  the  prosperous  vil- 
lage of  Three  Oaks,  twenty-five  miles  southwest 
of  the  county  seat  and  within  two  miles  of  his 
postoftice  at  Union  Pier.  For  over  thirty  years  a 
constant  resident  of  his  present  neighborhood,  our 
subject  has  been  intimately  associated  with  the 
local  interests  and  upward  growth  of  Berrien 
County.  A  popular  citizen,  enjoying  the  high  es- 
teem and  confidence  of  the  community  by  whom  he 
is  surrounded,  he  has  received  various  important 
township  offices,  whose  duties  he  has  invariably 
discharged  with  rare  fidelity  and  executive  abil- 
ity. Mr.  Gleeson  was  born  in  the  city  of  Hamil- 
ton, province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  April  9,  1848. 
His  parents,  Patrick  and  Johanna  (Dwyer)  Glee- 
son,  were  both  natives  of  Ireland,  and  were  ener- 
getic and  industrious  people,  descended  from  a  long 
line  of  intelligent  and  highly  respected  ancestry, 
who  generation  after  generation  reared  families, 
worthy  representatives  of  the  Emerald  Isle. 

Born,  reared  and  educated  in  their  native  land, 


the  parents  attained  to  mature  years  and  were  mar- 
ried in  Ireland.  Thoroughly  understanding  and  ap- 
preciating the  offered  advantages  of  the  country 
of  promise  beyond  the  sea,  the  young  couple 
finally  decided  to  emigrate  to  America,  and,  cross- 
ing the  Atlantic,  landed  in  the  Dominion  of  Can- 
ada. The  parents  were  united  in  marriage  in  1846, 
and  ten  j^ears  later  the  devoted  wife  and  mother 
passed  to  her  rest  in  Hamilton.  She  had  borne 
four  children,  one  daughter  and  three  sons.  Our 
subject,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  was  educated  in 
his  primary  studies  in  the  common  schools  of 
Canada,  but  afterward  received  extended  instruc- 
tions in  the  celebrated  college  of  St.  Michael's,  in 
Toronto.  When  sixteen  years  of  age,  accompany- 
ing his  father,  John  Gleeson,  he  came  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  mak- 
ing a  permanent  home  in  Chikaming  Township, 
where  the}^  have  since  constantly  resided.  Patrick 
Gleeson,  now  four-score  years  of  age,  enjoys  un- 
usually good  health  for  a  man  of  eighty  years'  ex- 
perience in  the  toil  and  wearing  cares  of  life.  An 
upright  citizen  of  strength  of  character  and  ear- 
nest purpose,  the  venerable  father  is  universally  re- 
spected. 

Our  subject  has  made  a  life  work  of  the  pur- 
suit of  agriculture,  and,  from  his  youth  trained 
to  habits  of  thrift  and  busy  industry,  has  success- 
fully and  self-reliantly  won  his  upward  way.  En- 
tering with  keen  interest  into  the  development  of 
local  improvements  and  enterprise,  Mr.  Gleeson 
soon  became  one  of  the  prominent  and  most  pop- 
ular men  of  the  township.  In  1882,  elected  to 
the  responsible  position  of  Supervisor,  he  served 
with  such  acceptability  to  his  friends  and  neigh- 
bors that  he  was  re-elected  to  a  second  term,  and 
in  1891  was  again  made  an  incumbent  of  the  same 
office  and  again  served  two  successive  terms.  Po- 
litically a  Democrat,  our  subject  is  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the ''Party  of  the  People,"  and  has  been 
prominent  among  the  councils  of  the  Democrats 
of  the  county.  For  two  terms  Mr.  Gleeson  effici- 
ently occupied  the  ofi[icial  position  of  Treasurer 
of  Chikaming  Township,  and  has  been  invariably 
active  in  forwarding  all  matters  of  mutual  wel- 
fare. He  is  well  posted  in  the  affairs  of  the  day, 
to   which   he  gives  earnest  attention,  and  many 
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years  ago  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Samuel 
J.  Tilden.  Our  subject  is  a  liberal-minded  man  of 
native  generosity,  and  is  ever  ready  to  aid  in  social 
and  benevolent  enterprises,  and,  in  full  accord 
witli  bis  fellow-townsmen,  possesses  the  best  wishes 
of  a  host  of  sincere  friends. 


r^ 


JILLIS  H.  ARGABRIGHT,  foreman  of  the 
Round  Oak  Stove  Works  at  Dowagiac, 
was  born  in  Clarke  County,  Ohio,  May  21, 
1841.  His  father,  John  Argabright,  was  born  in 
Blacksburg,  Giles  County,  Va.,  and  after  learning 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  in  the  Old  Dominion  he 
came  to  Ohio  and  settled  in  Clarke  County,  where 
he  followed  his  chosen  occupation.  In  1854  he 
came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Cass  County, 
renting  a  farm  near  the  city  of  Cassopolis.  Farm- 
ing pursuits  engaged  his  attention,  and  he  tilled 
the  soil  of  that  place  until  1867,  when  he  removed 
to  a  farm  situated  about  five  miles  south  of  Do- 
wagiac. Later  he  ceased  his  active  farming  labors, 
and,  coming  to  Dowagiac,  lived  here  retired  from 
business  anxieties  and  cares  until  his  demise,  which 
occurred  in  1874. 

The  union  of  John  Argabright  and  Matilda 
Prilliman  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely:  our  sub- 
ject; Henry  M.,  who  is  assistant  foreman  at  the 
Round  Oak  Stove  Works;  and  Mrs.  Charity  Rench, 
whose  home  is  in  Dowagiac.  The  father  of  this 
family  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  was  an  honorable,  upright  man,  whose 
religious  belief  was  exemplified  by  his  noble  life. 
In  Clarke  County,  Ohio,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
resided  until  thirteen  years  old,  when  he  accom- 
panied his  father  to  Michigan  and  grew  to  man- 
hood upon  the  farm  in  Cass  County. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Argabright  occurred  in 
1868  and  united  him  with  Miss  Lucy,  daughter  of 
Ziba  Neflf,  who  was  a  farmer  of  Jefferson  Township, 
Cass  County,  Mich.  Mrs.  Argabright  was  born  in 
Lake  County,  Ohio,  and  was  about  seven  years 
old  when   she  came  to  Michigan.     After  his  mar- 


riage Mr.  Argabright  located  near  Edwardsburgh, 
Cass  County,  but  after  residing  there  for  two 
3'ears  came  to  Dowagiac,  where  for  a  time  he 
worked  on  the  railroad.  After  following  that  oc- 
cupation for  about  six  months  he  was  appointed 
freight  clerk,  which  position  he  filled  for  five  years. 
Later  he  received  the  appointment  of  freight  and 
ticket  agent  at  this  place  for  the  Miciiigan  Central 
Railroad,  and  occupied  that  responsible  position 
twenty-two  years.  Afterward  he  traveled  for  two 
years  in  the  employ  of  the  Round  Oak  Stove 
Works,  being  the  third  traveling  salesman  on  the 
road  for  this  company.  When  he  left  the  road  he 
accepted  the  position  he  still  occupies  as  foreman 
of  the  Round  Oak  Stove  Works,  which  he  has  filled 
since  1888. 

Politically,  Mr.  Argabright  is  a  Democrat,  firm 
in  his  allegiance  to  the  party  of  his  choice.  Soci- 
My,  he  is  identified  with  the  Order  of  Maccabees. 
His  residence  is  a  pleasant  abode,  built  after  the 
latest  designs  and  containing  modern  improve- 
ments, and  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Chesboro 
and  Park  Place.  In  addition  to  this  property  Mr. 
Argabright  is  the  owner  of  a  finely  improved  place 
of  eighty  acres  located  two  miles  from  the  cor- 
porate limits  of  Dowagiac,  in  Pokagon  Township. 
This  farm  is  devoted  to  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising  purposes  and  is  embellished  with  an  excel- 
lent class  of  buildings. 


^"^I@*(S)1E 


ON.  FRANCIS  H.  BERRICK,  M.  D.,  of  Bu- 
chanan, was  born  in  Middlesex,  Middlesex 
County,  Mass.,  on  the  18th  of  September, 
^  1823.  His  father,  Ilarmones  Berrick,  was  a 
native  of  German},  and  fought  for  six  years  under 
the  immortal  Bonaparte.  Having  been  taken  pris- 
oner by  the  English,  he  was  brought  to  An^erica 
when  about  twenty-five  years  old.  After  being 
released  from  captivity  he  established  his  home  in 
Middlesex  County,  Mass.,  where  he  followed  his 
trade  of  a  glass  manufacturer. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  of  Irish  descent 
and  was  born  and  reared  in  Maine.     She  bore  the 
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maiden  name  of  Margaret  Brewer,  and  was  a  lady 
of  pleasant  dispobition  and  sunshiny  ways.  Slie 
was  especially  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  her  chil- 
dren, of  whom  there  were  eight,  as  follows:  James 
II.,  deceased;  Jane  O.,  the  widow  of  Joseph  Dale, 
residing  in  Richmond,  Me.;  Margaret,  who  is  the 
wife  of  P^dwin  Stearns,  of  Lowell,  Mass.;  Francis 
IT.,  of  this  sketch;  Edward,  a  business  man  of 
Boston;  Anna  G.,  who  married  John  Collins,  now 
deceased;  and  Charles  M.,  who  enlisted  in  defense 
of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  War  and  was  in 
active  service  from  1861  until  1866. 

In  his  father's  home,  Francis  II.  Berrick  grew  to 
manhood,  meanwhile  becoming  through  study  and 
extensive  reading  a  well-informed  man.  In  1847 
he  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Second  Advent 
Church  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  engaged  in 
preaching  the  Gospel,  holding  pastorates  at  vari- 
ous places  in  the  Bay  State.  In  1861  he  entered 
the  law  department  of  Harvard  College,  where  he 
prosecuted  his  legal  studies  and  from  which  insti- 
tution he  was  graduated.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  Essex  County,  Mass.,  in  1864  and  practiced 
his  profession  for  two  years  in  Boston.  Realizing, 
however,  that  the  great  West  offered  opportunities 
which  the  East  could  not,  he  determined  upon  es- 
tablishing a  home  in  the  Mississippi  Valley. 

In  1868  our  subject  removed  to  Minnesota  and 
accepted  a  pastorate  of  a  church  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  State,  near  Minneapolis,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1868.  Fjom  that  State  he  removed 
to  Indiana,  and  while  serving  as  pastor  of  a  church 
in  La  Porte  County  he  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine.  In  1869  he  removed  to  Buchanan,  and 
here  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  his  last- 
chosen  profession.  Four  years  afterward  he  took 
a  course  of  lectures  at  tlie  Hahnemann  Medical 
College,  graduating  from  that  institution  in  1873. 
Upon  his  return  to  Buchanan  he  resumed  his  du- 
ties as  a  general  practitioner. 

All  matters  relating  to  the  welfare  and  progress 
of  Buchanan  and  the  surrounding  country  are 
deeply  interesting  to  the  Doctor.  He  has  mingled 
considerably  with  the  public  affairs  of  the  county 
and  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  various  posts  of 
trust.  In  1874  he  was  elected  Senator  and  served 
with  credit  to  hiinself,  representing  his  constitu- 


ents with  ability  and  discretion.  He  also  filled  the 
position  of  President  of  Buchanan  and  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  School  Directors.  Socially, 
he  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Blue  Lodge  No.  68, 
and  is  also  identified  with  the  Knights  Templar, 
holding  membership  at  Niles. 

Dr.  Berrick  has  been  married  three  times.  Of 
his  first  union  three  children  were  born,  viz.: 
Charles  S.,  now  residing  in  Chicago;  Frank,  who 
was  in  the  United  States  service  for  eight  years 
and  is  now  employed  at  the  World's  Columbian 
Exposition;  and  Adelaide  A.,  who  married  Henry 
Croup,  now  deceased.  The  second  wife  of  the  Doc- 
tor was  Lucy  A.  Jarvis,  daughter  of  Barton  and 
P^lizabeth  Jarvis.  After  her  death  he  was  married 
on  the  30th  of  March,  1890,  to  Mrs.  May  Tremmel, 
who  by  her  former  union  has  one  child,  Gertrude. 


^^b^u. 


■rrfnii^    I      .. 


'(^^  ENRY  MICHAEL,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  identified  with  various  important 
interests  in  Dowagiac,  being  Justice  of  the 
-jj  Peace,  Notary  Public,  Conveyancer,  pen- 
sion-claim agent  and  real-estate  dealer.  He  was 
born  on  the  5th  qf  December,  1827,  at  the  home 
of  his  parents,  eight  miles  south  of  Xenia,  Greene 
County,  Ohio.  Of  direct  German  descent,  his 
grandfather,  William  Michael,  was  born  and  reared 
in  Germany,  and,  emigrating  to  America,  settled 
in  Virginia  during  the  latter  part  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century.  From  the  Old  Dominion  he  re- 
moved to  Ohio  and  became  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Ross  County. 

Leaving  the  Buckeye  State,  this  courageous 
pioneer  penetrated  the  wilds  of  Michigan  and  en- 
tered a  tract  of  land  from  the  Government.  This 
property  was  located  in  Berrien  County,  and 
through  his  efforts  was  placed  under  cultivation 
and  embellished  with  good  buildings.  There  Mr. 
Michael  passed  away  some  time  in  the  '40s.  A 
man  of  religious  convictions,  he  labored  zealously 
for  the  promotion  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  was  a  generous  contributor  to  its  sup- 
port.    Coming  to  this  State  poor  in  purse,  he  at- 
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tained  the  realization  of  his  anticipations  and 
became  the  possessor  of  a  good  property,  the  value 
of  which  has  been  greatly  enhanced  during  late 
years. 

A  native  of  Virginia,  Adam  Michael,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  one  of  ten  children  in  the  par- 
ental family.  When  fifteen  years  old  he  accom- 
panied his  father  to  Ohio,  and  grew  to  manhood 
in  Ross  County.  There  he  married  Miss  Mary, 
daughter  of  Charles  Murphy,  a  native  of  the  old 
Dominion.  After  their  marriage  the  young  couple 
located  in  Greene  County,  but  in  1830  removed 
thence  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Howard  Town- 
ship, Cass  County,  where  he  remained  about  eigh- 
teen months.  Coming  to  Berrien  Township,  Ber- 
rien County,  he  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  21  and  forty  acres  on  section  22. 
There  he  remained  until  his  demise,  which  oc- 
curred in  August,  1838.  His  wife  passed  away  in 
1855. 

There  were  nine  children  in  their  famil}^:  Matil- 
da, wife  of  Silas  Ireland,  a  farmer  of  Berrien  Town- 
ship, Berrien  County;  Mrs.  Rebecca  Reynolds,  of 
Berrien  Springs;  our  subject;  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Lyle, 
widow  of  Daniel  Lyle,  the  banker  of  Dowagiac; 
Mrs.  Ruhama  Kibbler,  who  lives  in  Berrien  County; 
Alfred  p].,  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  a  lumberman 
of  River  Falls,  Wis.;  Eliza,  who  married  and  is  now 
deceased;  and  Charles,  a  ranchman,  who  died  in 
November,  1891.  The  father  of  this  family  was  a 
blacksmith  and  followed  that  trade  in  connection 
with  his  farming  work.  He  was  called  out  in  the 
war  against  the  Indians  in  1832  and  aided  in 
quelling  the  trouble.  Every  foot  of  ground  in 
Berrien  County  was  familiar  to  him  and  when 
people  came  here  on  prospecting  tours  he  was  able 
to  point  out  to  them  the  most  desirable  locations. 
As  a  pedestrian  he  was  quick  and  tireless.  It  is 
related  of  him  that  at  one  time  his  brother  had 
come  here  from  Ohio  and  selected  a  tract  of  land, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Ohio  in  order  to  get 
the  money  necessary  to  make  the  purchase.  Mean- 
while another  man  selected  the  same  tract  of  land 
and  started  for  Niles  to  get  the  money  and  pay 
the  land  officer  at  Kalamazoo.  Soon  after  the 
claimant  departed,  the  brother  arrived  with  the 
money,  and  Mr,  Michael  at  once  started   on  foot 


with  it  across  the  country  to  Kalamazoo,  where  he 
made  the  payment  at  the  land  office.  Just  as  he 
was  leaving  that  City,  he  met  the  other  claimant 
hastening  to  the  land  office. 

A  child  of  three  years  when  he  accompanied  his 
father  to  Michigan,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  grew 
to  manhood  amid  the  primeval  scenes  of  pioneer 
existence.  He  cleared  twenty  acres  unaided  and 
helped  in  the  work  of  clearing  the  remainder  of 
the  property.  In  1849  he  went  to  Xenia,  Ohio, 
walking  the  entire  distance  thither  and  remaining 
there  until  the  fall  of  1850,  meanwhile  learning 
the  trade  of  a  gunsmith.  This  occupation  he 
followed  in  Dowagiac,  Mich.  In  1864  he  jour- 
neyed across  the  plains  with  a  wagon  train  to  Cali- 
fornia, where  he  engaged  in  mining  and  also  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  carpenter,  returning 
East  via  the  Isthmus  of  Panama. 

In  March,  1853,  Mr.  Michael  married  Miss  Hat- 
tie,  the  daughter  of  Edward  Ballengee,a  merchant 
of  Dowagiac,  who  died  in  November,  1891,  aged 
eighty-six  years.  He  was  an  old  settler  of  Ber- 
rien County,  having  come  here  in  1836.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Michael  have  been  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Julia  PI, 
who  for  the  past  eight  years  has  been  a  teacher  in 
the  Dowagiac  schools;  Estella  M.,  the  wife  of  G.  B. 
Moore,  of  Dowagiac;  and  Charles  B.,  who  is  in 
Marysville,  Kan.  Edward  died  in  September,  1865. 

In  1859  Mr.  Michael  began  the  business  of  con- 
veyancing and  real-estate  dealing,  which  he  still 
conducts.  He  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
1868  and  served  until  1874;  again  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  that  office  in  1883  and  has  served  ever 
since.  During  the  seventeen  years  in  which  he 
has  tilled  the  position,  no  decision  made  by  him 
has  over  been  reversed  in  either  the  Circuit  or  the 
Supreme  Court.  In  1860  he  was  appointed  No- 
tary Public  and  has  acted  in  that  capacity  ever 
since,  with  the  exception  of  one  year  spent  in  Cali- 
fornia. A  Whig  in  former  years,  he  has  been  a 
Republican  since  the  organization  of  the  party. 
For  about  fourteen  years  he  was  Clerk  of  Silver 
Creek  Township,  Cass  County,  also  served  as  Dep- 
uty Sheriff,  Coroner  for  two  years  and  Treasurer 
of  Silver  Creek  Township  for  three  years. 

Socially  Mr.  Michael  is  prominently    identified 
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with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
has  been  a  member  of  the  lodge  since  1854,  having 
represented  it  in  the  Grand  Lodge  fifteen  times. 
March  30,  1886, he  received  the  appointment  of 
United  States  Pension  Agent,  an  honor  which  was 
conferred  upon  him  without  any  solicitation  on 
his  part.  At  present  he  is  the  only  pension  agent 
in  Cass  County  and  since  his  appointment  he  has 
filed  over  three  hundred  claims  for  pensioners. 


e-^H^-^ 


.i^^HOMAS  W.  REYNOLDS.  The  firm  of  Rey- 
4^^  nolds  &  Lemon,  dealers  in  hardware,  stoves 
^^^^  and  tinware,  is  one  of  the  best  known  in 
Berrien  Springs.  They  carry  a  very  large  stock, 
covering  everything  in  the  line  of  heavy  hardware 
and  shelf  goods,  and  also  have  a  large  assortment 
of  agicultural  implements.  By  close  attention  to 
the  details  of  business,  by  care  in  the  selection  of 
their  stock,  and  by  accurate  methods  in  all  their 
transactions,  they  have  built  up  a  large  and  profit- 
able trade  with  the  citizens  of  Berrien  Springs  and 
vicinity. 

Tiie  senior  member  of  the  firm  was  born  in  Lake 
County,  Ohio,  December  2,  1853.  He  is  the  son 
of  George  and  Sarah  (Lamb)  Reynolds,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Cheshire,  England,  and  emi- 
grated thence  to  America,  the  father  in  1849,  and 
the  mother  two  years  afterward.  After  their 
marriage  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  they  removed,  in 
1855,  to  Berrien  Springs,  Mich.,  where  for  a  time 
Mr.  Reynolds,  Sr.,  followed  the  trade  of  a  cabinet- 
maker, but  later  turned  his  attention  to  wagon- 
making.  He  was  thus  engaged  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1880.  His  wife  passed  away 
seven  years  pi-ior  to  his  demise. 

The  only  surviving  child  of  the  parental  family 
is  Thomas  W.,  the  subjeet  of  this  sketch.  He 
passed  his  boyhood  in  Berrien  Springs  and  gained 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  this  place. 
Later  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  tinner  under 
George  Claar,  and  upon  the  completion  of  the  term 
of  his  apprenticeship  he  traveled  as  a  "jour'' 
through  Illinois,  Indiana,  Wisconsin  and  Michigan. 


Returning  in  1884  to  his  former  home  in  Berrien 
Springs,  he  opened  a  tin  shop  and  began  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account.  He  continued  alone 
until  1891,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Albert  Lemon,  the  title  of  the  firm  being  Reynolds 
&  Lemon. 

A  very  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Re}^- 
nolds  occurred  in  1882,  when  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Lyda  Filkins,  the  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Sarah  (Rooks)  Filkins,  residents  of 
Berrien  Springs.  The  union  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  one  daughter,  Vera  S.,  a  bright  and 
interesting  child,  of  whom  the  parents  are  justly 
proud.  In  politics  a  Republican,  Mr.  Reynolds  has 
served  as  City  Treasurer,  and  is  now  filling  the 
position  of  Treasurer  of  the  School  Board.  So- 
cially, he  holds  relations  with  Oronoko  Lodge  No. 
69,  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is  now  serving  as  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  of  the  local  board  of  the  Building  <fe 
Loan  Association,  having  its  headquarters  at  Lo- 
gansport,  Ind.,  and  is  the  Superintendent  of  the 
county  poor.  A  man  of  deep  religious  convictions, 
he  is  an  earnest  worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  is  otliciating  as  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school.  His  wife  is  also  identified  with 
that  denomination,  and  both  are  liberal  contrib- 
utors to  the  support  of  the  church.  They  are 
highly  regarded  throughout  the  community  where 
they  reside,  and  their  friends  are  wont  to  spend 
many  pleasant  hours  in  their  cozy  home. 


/^  OL.  DAVID  BACON,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
il[  ^  and  a  well-known  citizen  of  Niles,  was  born 
^^^'  in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  September  9, 
1827,  being  the  son  of  Cyrus  and  Malinda  (Guern- 
sey) Bacon.  His  father  was  born  in  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1796,  and  was  the  son  of  David 
Bacon,  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  by  occupation 
a  farmer.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  also 
born  in  Saratoga  County,  being  the  daughter  of 
Solomon  Guernsey.  In  1835  the  famil3^  came  to 
Michigan,   locating    in   C^ss    County,    wber^   the 
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father  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  that  county  in 
1872.  A  stanch  Democrat  politically,  he  served 
his  district  in  the  Michigan  Legislature  during  the 
session  of  1849.  Religiously,  he  adhered  to  the 
Presbyterian  faith.  His  widow  survived  him  for 
a  number  of  years,  her  death  occurring  in  1887, 
when  eighty-four  years  old. 

A  lad  of  six  years  of  age  at  the  time  the  family 
came  to  Michigan,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  re- 
ceived a  common -school  education  in  Cass  County. 
Later  he  entered  Jefferson  College,  of  Cannons- 
burgh,  Pa.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1852. 
After  completing  his  literary  studies  he  came  to 
Niles,  where  for  two  years  he  read  law  with  Na- 
thaniel Bacon,  being  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1854. 
Two  years  later  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attor- 
ney of  Berrien  County  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
and  served  for  two  years.  At  the  opening  of  the 
Civil  War,  in  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of 
Company  K,  Sixth  Michigan*  Infantry,  and  was 
commissioned  Captain  of  the  company.  Col.  Cur- 
ten  i  us  commanding  the  regiment. 

The  company  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Gulf  under  Gen.  Benjamin  Butler,  and  participated 
in  the  various  engagements  in  the  South  under  the 
leadership  of  that  famous  warrior.  On  the  5th  of 
August,  1862,  our  subject  was  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  the  bullet  penetrating  the 
bod}'  at  the  shoulder  and  passing  entirely  through 
the  chest,  resulting  quite  seriously.  On  account  of 
this  injury  he  was  discharged  at  New  Orleans  and 
returned  home  in  the  fall  of  1862.  Later  he  re- 
entered the  service  of  the  Union  as  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  Nineteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  and 
remained  in  active  duty  until  1863,  when  he  re- 
signed his  commission  and  returned  home. 

Upon  his  return  to  Niles,  Col.  Bacon  embarked 
in  the  real-estate  business,  in  which  he  continued 
in  connection  with  his  legal  practice.  In  1888,  he 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  is  still  serv- 
ing in  that  capacity.  On  the  16th  of  September, 
1857,  he  married  Miss  Lydia  A.,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel II.  Griffin,  of  Niles.  They  are  the  parents  of 
two  sons,  the  elder,  David,  being  a  conductor  on 
the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad;  while  the  younger, 
Ernest,  is  Superintendent  of  the  Niles  waterworks 


and  also  City  Engineer.  The  family  residence  is 
pleasantly  located  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Fifth 
Streets.  The  Colonel  is  a  man  who  stands  high  in 
the  esteem  of  his  fellow- townsmen,  for  he  has  been 
loyal  and  faithful  alike  in  times  of  peace  and  war. 
While  in  the  Gulf  States  he  was  made  Provost- 
Marshal  of  the  District  of  Baton  Rouge,  which 
position  he  was  filling  when  wounded.  The  date 
of  his  commission  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  was  Au- 
gust 7,  two  days  after  he  was  wounded. 


AMUEL  GENTLE.  The  richest,  heritage 
of  American  youth  is  the  example  of  their 
country's  brain  and  brawn  wrought  into 
lives  of  perfect  harmony,  of  splendid  fealty, 
of  tireless  industry.  The  annals  of  such  a  life  are 
briefly  told  by  one  who  has  known  him  long  and 
well.  Samuel  Gentle,  a  prominent  business  man 
of  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  is  a  native  of  England, 
born  in  St.  Albans  October  25,  1842. 

Our  subject  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  of  nine 
children  born  to  Samuel  and  Mary  (Archer)  Gen- 
tle, both  natives  of  England.  The  father  was  a 
prominent  business  man,  and  was  engaged  as  a 
manufacturer  for  forty-four  years.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  St.  Albans,  where  he  bad  passed  the 
principal  part  of  his  life.  Samuel  Gentle,  his  son, 
was  reared  in  St.  Albans,  and  was  fortunate  in  re- 
ceiving a  good,  practical  education  in  the  city 
schools,  attending  until  fourteen  years  of  age.  He 
then  became  an  apprentice  to  the  cooper's  trade, 
and  in  about  six  years  had  completely  mastered 
the  same. 

Thinking  to  better  his  condition  financially  and 
otherwise,  our  subject  crossed  the  ocean  to  the 
United  States  in  September,  1869,  and  his  feet  first 
touched  American  soil  in  New  York  Citj^  Not 
seeing  much  of  an  opening  for  a  struggling  young 
man  in  that  city,  he  traveled  toward  the  setting 
sun,  and  finally  reached  the  Buckeye  State.  He 
settled  in  Cincinnati,  found  employment,  and  there 
continued  until  December,  1871,  working  at  his 
trade.   The  desire  to  find  employment  still  farther 
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West  induced  him  to  go  to  Chicago,  and   he  was 
engaged  in  business  in  that  city  until  1872. 

The  same  year  Mr.  Gentle  came  to  Benton  Har- 
bor, Mich.,  and  in  1873  he  started  in  the  coopering 
business  on  his  own  account,  manufacturing  all 
kinds  of  cooperage  and  employing  several  men. 
Being  a  skilled  workman  himself,  and  employing 
only  first-class  men,  he  soon  had  a  flourishing 
trade,  and  continued  the  business  until  1881.  He 
thou  turned  his  attention  to  the  manufacturing  of 
fruit  packages  and  berry  baskets  and  boxes,  but 
later  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Danfortli 
(k  Co.  He  remained  with  this  company,  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  staves  and  cooperage,  for 
two  years,  when  Mr.  Hinkley  purchased  an  inter- 
est and  the  firm  title  was  changed  to  Hinkley  tfe 
Co.  Later  the  two  businesses  of  Colby  &  Co.  and 
Hinkley  &  Co.  were  merged  into  one  business  as  a 
stock  company,  under  the  title  of  the  Colby-Hink- 
ley  Company.  They  do  a  flourishing  business,  and 
Mr.  Gentle  is  an  able  and  experienced  gentleman, 
with  whom  it  will  always  be  found  pleasant  and 
profitable  to  have  dealings. 

Mr.  Gentle  has  a  pleasant  liome  on  Archer  Street, 
and  this  is  presided  over  b}^  his  estimable  wife, 
formerly  Miss  Sarah  Gregory,  of  St.  Albans,  Eng- 
land, and  the  daughter  of  James  Gregory.  Their 
nuptials  were  celebrated  February  8,  1863,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one 
child,  a  son,  Harry,  who  is  a  member  of  the  same 
firm  and  assists  in  the  office.  The  latter  has  in- 
herited all  the  excellent  business  qualities  of  his 
father,  and  is  a  wide-awake  and  enterprising  young 
business  man.    In  politics  Mr.  Gentle  is  a  Democrat. 


eAPT.  THOMAS  A.  WALKER,  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  T.  A.  Walker  &  Son, 
proprietors  of  the  Lake  View  Hotel  at  St. 
Joseph,  was  born  in  Acton,  Halton  County,  Canada, 
June  28,  1839.  He  is  the  third  among  eight 
children  born  to  the  union  of  Thomas  A.  and  El- 
eanor (Swackhamer)   Walker,  natives  of  Canada, 

15 


the  father  having  been  engaged  in  farming  pursuits 
there  during  his  entire  active  life.  Thomas  A. 
received  a  common-school  education  in  his  native 
county,  and  during  the  summer  seasons  aided  in 
the  work  on  the  home  farm.  At  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen years  he  came  to  Michigan,  where  he  has  since 
resided. 

Locating  in  St.  Joseph  in  1858,  our  subject 
engaged  for  a  time  in  contracting  and  building, 
and  many  of  the  structures  erected  by  him  at  that 
time  are  still  standing  in  St.  Joseph  and  through- 
out Berrien  and  the  adjoining  counties.  At  the 
opening  of  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted,  in  1861,  his 
name  being  enrolled  as  a  member  of  Company  B, 
Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to 
the  Western  army,  Col.  Quinn  commanding  the 
regiment.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  battles  of 
Shiloh,  siege  of  Vicksburg,  the  capture  of  Little 
Rock,  the  engagements  at  Middleboro,  Hatchie 
River,  and  numerous  others  of  minor  importance. 
For  meritorious  conduct  upon  the  field  of  battle 
he  was  promoted  in  1863  to  the  rank  of  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  for  a  time  commanded  the  com- 
pany, which  position  he  resigned  in  October  of 
1864. 

Upon  his  return  to  St.  Joseph,  our  subject  en- 
gaged in  running  tugs  for  George  Walker  <fe  Co., 
Colby  &  Co.  and  the  Graham  &  Morton  Transpor- 
tation Co.  In  1880  he  took  charge  of  the  Gartley 
House,  at  Benton  Harbor,  and  later  became  proprie- 
tor of  the  American  House,  at  the  same  place. 
Upon  disposing  of  his  interests  in  that  city,  he 
came  to  St.  Joseph,  in  1884,  and,  purchasing  the 
Lake  View  Hotel,  has  since  given  his  attention  to 
its  management.  The  house  is  a  fine  three-story 
brick  structure,  containing  two  hundred  rooms, 
elegantly  furnished  throughout  and  supplied  with 
all  the  modern  conveniences.  The  location  is  one 
of  great  beaut}'-,  being  on  the  bluffs  overlooking 
Lake  Michigan  as  well  as  the  city  itself.  Recently 
Capt.  Walker  has  given  his  attention  quite  exten- 
sively to  contracting  and  building  and  is  now  one 
of  the  largest  contractors  in  southwestern  Michi- 
gan. 

The  marriage  of  Capt.  Walker  took  place  Decem- 
ber 25,  1860,  at  which  time  he  was  united  with 
Miss  Evaline,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Johnson,  of 
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Benton  Township,  Berrien  County.  The  family 
consists  of  three  children:  William  A.,  who  is  his 
father's  partner  in  the  hotel  business;  Arthur  M. 
and  Byron  J.  The  Captain  is  an  active  member 
of  Burnett  Lodge  No.  119,  L  O.  O.  F.,  and  the 
George  H.  Thomas  Post  No.  14,  G.  A.  R.  In  his 
political  belief,  he  adheres  to  the  principles  and 
platform  of  the  Democratic  party  and  has  served 
as  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  C'cntral  Committee 
and  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  Congressional 
Committee.  An  active  and  enthusiastic  politician, 
he  takes  a  prominent  part  in  local,  county  and 
State  politics,  and  is  recognized  as  among  the  in- 
fluential members  of  his  part}^  in  this  part  of  the 
State.  In  addition  to  his  hotel,  he  is  the  owner  of 
other  valuable  city  property  and  also  a  well- 
improved  farm  in  this  county. 
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^/OSEPH  L.  RICHARDS,  Superintendent  of 
the  Zinc  Collar  Pad  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, at  Buchanan,  and  President  of  the 
City  Board,  was  born  in  Marietta,  Wash- 
ington County,  Ohio,  March  2,  1848.  His  father, 
George  H.,  was  born  in  Bristol,  England,  and  when 
quite  small  emigrated  thence  to  America  in  com- 
pany with  his  father,  George  II.  Richards,  Sr.,  and 
the  family  located  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.,  where  a 
permanent  home  was  established.  The  father  of 
our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  and 
after  locating  in  Ohio  followed  that  occupation  at 
Marietta.  In  1855  he  came  to  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  and  settled  in  Buchanan  Township,  where 
he  operated  a  farm.  Later  he  sold  the  place  and, 
moving  into  the  village,  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness cares.  His  death  occurred  in  1888,  when  he 
was  about  seventy  years  old.  He  was  a  Democrat 
politically,  and  in  his  fraternal  relations  was  a 
Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Lucy  W.  (Record) 
Richards,  was  born  and  reared  in  Marietta,  Ohio, 
and  now  resides  in  Buchanan.  Of  her  union 
eight  children  were  born,  all  of  whom  lived  to  ma-p 


tare  years.  Those  living  are:  Sarah  D.,  wife  of  R. 
Morris;  Joseph  L.,  of  this  sketch;  Martha  E.,  who 
married  S.  Barmore;  Hattie,  wife  of  W.  S.  Wells; 
Mary,  Mrs.  George  Rogers,  and  George  IL,  a  resi- 
dent of  Minneapolis.  Joseph  L.  was  about  seven 
years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Michigan,  and  his  boyhood  was  principal!}'  passed 
on  his  father's  farm  in  Buchanan  Township.  Af- 
ter completing  the  studies  usually  taught  in  the 
district  schools,  he  entered  his  father's  store  as 
clerk,  but  his  tastes  not  being  in  that  direction,  he 
soon  sought  more  congenial  employment.  For  a 
time  he  worked  in  a  factory  and  afterward  spent 
one  year  in  Charlotte,  Mich.,  and  another  twelve 
months  in  southern  Ohio,  in  the  oil  regions. 

In  1871  Mr.  Richards  went  to  Chicago,  intend- 
ing to  carry  on  his  studies  at  a  commercial  college, 
but  his  ambitions  in  that  line  were  temporarily  sus- 
pended by  the  great  fire.  Later  he  finished  the 
course  in  Detroit.  Upon  the  organization  of  the 
Buchanan  Wagon  Factory  he  was  elected  Secre- 
tary, and  afterward  was  chosen  General  Superin- 
tendent of  the  enterprise,  holding  the  position 
about  four  years.  Upon  the  inception  of  the 
Zinc  Collar  Pad  Company  he  was  one  of  the  prime 
factors  and  leading  men  in  the  movement,  and  his 
interest  in  its  success  has  been  unflagging.  During 
the  administration  of  President  Cleveland,  he  was 
appointed  Postmaster  at  Buchanan,  and  discharged 
the  duties  connected  with  that  position  for  two 
years,  when  the  demands  of  his  business,  as  well  as 
a  dislike  for  the  place  itself,  induced  him  to  ten- 
der his  resignation. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1887  Mr.  Richards 
took  charge  of  the  Kansas  City  territory  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Minneapolis  Harvester  Woiks.  He 
had  held  the  position  only  about  nine  weeks  when 
his  father  was  taken  ill,  and  upon  his  death,  in 
1888,  our  subject  assumed  the  management  of  the 
present  enteri)rise,  which  he  has  since  conducted. 
He  carries  on  an  extensive  business  throughout 
the  entire  continent,  including  Portland,  Ore., and 
New  York  City,  as  well  as  several  foreign  cities.  Po- 
liticallj'  he  is  a  Democrat,  He  has  served  as  Town- 
ship Trustee,  Village  Clerk,  and  as  member  of  the 
City  Council.  In  1893  he  was  elected  President  of 
the  Village  Board,  and  in  that  ho^ovQd  place  serves 
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with  the  highest  zeal  and  devoted  loyalty.  He  is 
a  Mason  and  belongs  to  Buchanan  Lodge  No.  68, 
and  Niles  Coininandery  No.  12. 

Mr.  Richards  undoubtedly  owes  much  of  his 
success  to  the  influence  of  his  wife,  a  lady  of  re- 
finement and  sound  common -sense.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Buchanan  in  1873  to  Miss  Mina  C,  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Mina  C.  Smith.  Tliree  children 
have  blessed  this  union,  their  names  being  Daisy, 
(leorge  H.  and  Joseph  L. 


*Krrr:^:= 


r        A^^= 


yMLLIAM  F.  BAINTON.  For  a  number  of 
/  3'ears  the  name  of  Mr.  Bainton  has  been 
identified  with  the  milling  industries  of 
Buchanan,  and  by  steady  industry  and  close  atten- 
tion to  all  the  details  of  the  business  he  has 
achieved  a  gratifying  success  and  a  well-earned 
competency.  This  fact  is  especially  noteworthy 
on  account  of  his  jouth,  he  being  on  the  sunny 
side  of  life's  prime.  He  is  thoroughly  experi- 
enced in  all  the  details  connected  with  the  prac- 
tical management  of  the  business,  and  attends  to 
the  operations  of  the  mill  in  a  manner  which 
secures  the  maintenance  of  the  high  standard  of 
quality  for  which  the  fijm  of  Bainton  Bros,  is 
celebrated,  while  his  reliable  business  methods 
have  secured  for  the  firm  a  high  place  in  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people. 

Mr.  Bainton  has  passed  his  entire  life  in  the 
village  of  Buchanan,  and  is  consequently  familiar 
with  its  progress  in  commerce  and  growth  in  busi- 
ness im})ortance.  He  was  born  here  on  the  4th  of 
May,  1862.  His  father,  William  H.  Bainton,  was 
a  native  of  England,  and,  emigrating  thence  in  his 
young  manhood,  located  in  Buchanan,  Mich., 
where  he  at  once  embarked  in  the  milling  busi- 
ness. His  flourmill  soon  gained  the  reputation 
of  being  one  of  the  best  in  the  county  and  en- 
joyed a  continued  and  increasing  patronage  from 
the  time  of  its  inception  until  the  death  of  the 
owner  and  proprietor.  That  sad  event  occurred 
whep  he  was  only  thirty -six  years  old.    His  family 


consisted  of  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Amanda  Swift,  and  their  six  children,  five  of 
whom  are  now  living. 

The  following  is  the  record  of  the  children  born 
to  William  H.  and  Amanda  Bainton:  Nettie,  the 
wife  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Snyder,  and  a  resident  of  Bowl- 
ing Green,  Ohio;  William  F.,  of  whom  this  bio- 
graphical notice  is  written ;  Mary  J.,  who  is  at  home 
with  her  mother;  Charles  L.,  a  business  man  of 
Buchanan  and  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bainton 
Bros.;  and  Emma  J.,  who  is  book-keeper  for  the 
firm  of  Bainton  Bros.  Our  subject  received  his 
schooling  in  Buchanan,  where  he  was  the  recip- 
ient of  the  best  educational  advantages  the  vil- 
lage afforded.  When  his  school  days  were  ended, 
he  entered  the  employ  of  W.  Rough  <fe  Pears  as  a 
book-keeper,  and  continued  to  occupy  a  clerical 
position  in  the  employ  of  that  firm  for  a  period 
of  two  years.  Later  he  operated  a  mill  at  Day- 
ton, Mich.,  for  one  year,  after  which  he  returned 
to  Buchanan  and  superintended  the  erection  of 
the  substantial  structure  now  utilized  for  his 
mill.  Here  he  commenced  milling  operations  in 
1886  and  has  since  conducted  a  lucrative  busi- 
ness, extending  over  a  wide  range  of  country. 
The  mill  has  a  capacity  of  one  hundred  barrels  of 
flour  per  day,  and  the  machinery  is  complete  and 
satisfactory.  Politically,  Mr.  Bainton  is  a  firm 
Republican  and  gives  his  influence  to  the  promo- 
tion of  the  principles  of  that  party. 


^Y^  OSP]PH  U.  DOHM,  a  representative  general 
agriculturist  and  a  lifetime  resident  of  the 
State,  has  long  been  numbered  among  the 
substantial  farmers  and  enterprising  men  of 
Sodus  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.  Our  sub- 
ject was  born  April  14,  1842,  in  Kent  County, 
Mich.  His  father,  Joseph  Dohm,  an  energetic  and 
hard-working  man,  was  a  native  of  Germany. 
The  paternal  grandparents,  born,  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  the  Fatherland,  were  in  humble  circum- 
stances and  trained  up  their  children  to  habits  of 
thrift  and  strict  economy.     Joseph  Dohm  received 
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a  primary  education  in  the  schools  of  the  Old 
Country  and  reached  manhood  an  earnest  and  am- 
bitious man.  Intelligently  realizing  the  greater 
possioilities  offered  by  the  land  beyond  the  sea,  he 
resolved  to  emigrate  to  America.  At  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  bidding  farewell  to  his  home,  parents 
and  the  associations  of  youth,  he  embarked  for  the 
United  States  and,  landing  safely  upon  the  shores 
of  the  New  World,  soon  found  his  way  to  the  State 
of  Michigan. 

Settling  near  Grand  Rapids,  in  Kent  County,  the 
father  found  ready  employment  as  a  laborer,  but 
after  some  length  of  time  bought  a  farm  and  en- 
gaged with  ardor  in  the  pursuits  of  agriculture. 
A  man  of  resolution,  he  labored  unceasingly,  until, 
enfeebled  by  age,  he  was  obliged  to  retire  from 
the  active  duties  of  life.  He  yet  survives  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-five.  While  sojourning 
for  a  time  in  Ohio,  Joseph  Dohm  met  and  married 
Miss  Eva  Rosine  Iladel,  a  lady  born  in  Germany, 
both  of  her  parents  being  natives  of  Germany. 
Father  and  Mother  Dohm  made  their  home  in 
Michigan  and  were  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight 
children,  seven  of  whom  yet  survive.  Henry  mar- 
ried Jeanette  Buckley  and  lives  in  Grand  Travis, 
Mich.  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  Theobold  Umlor 
and  resides  in  Grand  Travis.  Phillip  married 
Mary  Sullivan  and  also  makes  his  home  in  Grand 
Travis;  Rosanna  is  the  wife  of  George  Rosel  and 
lives  at  Grand  Travis;  John  married  Ida  Hawkins, 
Solomon  is  single;  and  Joseph  U.,  our  subject,  com- 
pletes the  list  of  brothers  and  sisters  who  gathered 
in  the  old  home  so  many  years  ago. 

Joseph  U.  Dohm  obtained  a  primary  education 
in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  assisted  his 
father  in  the  labor  of  the  farm.  As  his  boyhood  days 
were  devoted  more  to  work  than  plaj',  he  grew  up 
industrious  and  self-reliant  and  was  well-fitted  to 
make  his  own  way  in  life  when  he  attained  to  his 
majority.  In  choosing  for  himself  a  vocation  in 
life,  he  decided  to  remain  a  farmer,  and,  having  a 
practical  knowledge  of  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  has 
achieved  success  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture.  In 
1886,  he  located  in  Sod  us  Township,  Berrien  Coun- 
ty, and  this  part  of  the  State  has  since  been  his 
permanent  home,  and  the  farm  he  now  cultivates 
is    his  constant  residence.     In    18,64,  our  subject 


was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Haskin,  daughter  of 
Asel  Haskin.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dohm  have  been 
born  eight  sons  and  daughters,  all  now  surviving. 
Ephraim  married  Miss  Nettie  Jewel, and  now  lives 
in  Pipestone  Township,  Berrien  County;  Mary 
Helchey  married  Lawrence  Johnson  and  resides  in 
St.  Joseph,  Mich.;  Er,  Siesily  Gwendoline,  Otis  N. 
Joseph  and  Rosalyn  are  all  living  at  home  with 
their  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dohm  are  not  con- 
nected with  any  denomination,  but  are  ever  ready 
to  extend  aid  to  deserving  charity  or  benevolent 
enterprise.  Our  subject  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
Patrons  of  Husbandry, and  politically  is  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Prohibition  party.  Mr.  Dohm  is 
interested  intelligently  in  all  the  vital  questions  of 
the  day  and  is  an  excellent  citizen,  assisting  in  the 
promotion  of  needed  improvements  and  progress- 
ive advancement  of  his  home  locality.  Ho  is 
esteemed  and  has  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


^r^ 


AMPTON  HAGGERTY.  One  of  the  brave 
|)  soldiers  of  the  Civil  War  who  fought  in 
the  defense  of  the  Old  Flag  is  the  subject  of 
1^  this  brief  biographical  notice,  who  is  now 
engaged  in  the  peaceful  occupation  of  tilling  the 
soil  of  section  17,  Howard  Township,  Cass  Coun- 
ty. Born  in  Hancock  County,  Ohio,  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1844,  he  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Nancy 
(Ileaton)  Haggerty,  natives  of  New  Jersey.  The 
Haggerty  family  is  of  direct  Irish  descent,  the 
great-grandfather  of  Hampton  having  been  born^ 
in  Ireland. 

After  the  marriage  of  Thomas  and  Nancy  Hag- 
gerty, they  removed  to  Ohio,  where  the  father  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  In  1848  they 
came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Niles  Township, 
Berrien  County,  where  both  died — the  father  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  and  the  mother  when 
forty  years  old.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  there  being  four  daughters  and  five  sons. 
Eight  of  the  number  grew  to  manhood  and  wo- 
manhood, our  subject  being  the  next  to  the  young- 
est.    He  was  a  child  of  four  years  when  he  accom-" 
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panied  his  parents  to  Michigan,  and  one  year 
later,  when  too  yonng  to  realize  his  great  loss,  he 
was  orphaned  by  his  mother's  death.  He  attended 
school  in  Niles  Township,  Berrien  County,  and 
grew  to  manhood  sturdy,  ambitious  and  energetic. 

When  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  Mr.  Haggerty 
was  a  3  outh  of  seventeen  years,  but  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  he  was  a  mere  lad,  his  patriotic 
spirit  was  fired,  and  he  enlisted  in  the  defense  of 
the  Old  Flag.  In  1861  his  name  was  enrolled  as  a 
member  of  Company  L,  Second  Michigan  Cavalry, 
in  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
From  the  ranks  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
Corporal,  and  in  that  capacity  participated  in 
many  of  the  important  engagements  in  Sherman's 
march  to  the  sea,  proceeding  thence  to  Washing- 
ton. In  1865  he  received  his  discharge  at  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  and  returning  to  Michigan  resumed 
the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life. 

For  about  two  years  Mr.  Haggerty  worked  on  a 
farm  in  the  employ  of  others.  In  1867  he  mar- 
ried Fannie,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
Lambert.  Mrs.  Haggerty  was  born  in  England, 
and  in  her  childhood  accompanied  her  parents  to 
Michigan,  in  1846,  andhas  since  made  her  home  in 
this  State.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Haggerty  lo- 
cated on  a  rented  farm  in  Niles  Township,  belong- 
ing to  Judge  Jewett,  and  three  years  later  he 
rented  his  father-in-law's  farm,  remaining  on  that 
place  for  three  years.  He  then  purchased  the  old 
Ives  farm,  four  miles  west  of  Niles,  consisting 
of  one  hundred  acres,  which  he  cultivated  for 
three  years.  He  then  sold  the  property  and  pur- 
chased from  H.  N.  Cameron  the  place  where  he 
now  resides.  He  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  all  under  cultivation  with  the  exception  of 
fifteen  acres  of  timber-land.  On  this  place  he  con- 
ducts a  general  farming  and  stock-raising  business 
with  etliciency  and  success. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  our  subject  was  the 
youngest  soldier  in  his  regiment,  and  that  he 
and  three  of  his  brotiiers  served  for  four  years 
in  the  service  of  the  Union,  enlisting  in  the 
year  1861,  and  receiving  an  honorable  discharge 
in  1865.  None  of  them  was  ever  in  the  hospital 
or  wounded  at  any  time  during  the  war,  and  none 
of  the  four  draws  a  pension  for  services  rendered. 


All  enlisted  as  private  soldiers,  and  served  with 
valor  and  distinguished  bravery  until  peace  once 
more  reigned  throughout  the  country.  Politically, 
Mr.  Haggerty  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  School  Board. 


^||OHN  GRAHAM,  Postmaster  at  Buchanan, 
was  born  in  vSomerset  County,  Pa.,  on  the 
23d  of  April,  1835.  He  is  of  direct  Scotch 
descent,  his  grandfather,  George  Graham, 
having  been  born  in  Scotland.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  John  Graham,  Sr.,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Penns^^lvania,  where  he  followed  mercantile  pur- 
suits. As  a  business  man  he  enjoyed  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  of  his  community,  and  he  was 
highly  regarded  for  the  probity  and  uprightness 
of  his  life.  Among  the  enterprises  in  which  he 
was  largely  interested,  and  toward  the  success  of 
which  he  contributed,  may  be  mentioned  the  build- 
ing of  the  old  turnpike  road  near  his  home,  be- 
tween Pittsburgh  and  Bedford,  Pa. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  maidenhood 
Miss  Mary  Kimmel  and  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
being  the  daughter  of  George  L.  Kimmel.  After 
the  death  of  Mr.  Graham,  which  occurred  in  Penn- 
sylvania when  he  was  about  forty  years  of  age, 
his  widow  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Ber- 
rien Springs  in  1846.  On  her  trip  here  she  was 
accompanied  by  four  of  her  seven  children.  John, 
who  was  next  to  the  3^oungest  in  order  of  birth, 
was  eleven  years  old  when  he  came  to  this  State, 
and  his  schooling  was  obtained  principally  in  Ber- 
rien Springs.  In  1852  he  went  to  Albion  and  en- 
tered Albion  College,  where  he  was  a  student  for 
two  years.  Subsequently  he  entered  the  prepara- 
tory department  of  the  State  University  of  Michi- 
gan, at  Ann  Arbor,  and  it  was  his  intention  to 
finisii  the  course  there  but  circumstances  prevented. 
In  1857  Mr.  Graham  returned  to  Berrien  Springs 
and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  with  Dr. 
Philip  Kephart,  with  whom  he  remained  until  Sep- 
tember, 1861.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War 
he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  I,  Michigan 
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Infantry,  and  aided  in  the  organization  of  the  com- 
pany, of  which  he  was  elected  First  Lieutenant. 
For  meritorious  service  he  was  later  promoted  to 
the  position  of  Captain.  At  the  battle  of  Shiloh 
he  was  wounded,  and  being  captured  by  the  Con- 
federates was  imprisoned  for  eight  months.  After 
being  released  he  entered  the  service  again,  and 
remained  at  the  front  until  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  enlistment,  when  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged. 

Again  resuming  his  mercantile  enterprises,  Mr. 
Graham  conducted  a  large  business  in  Buchanan, 
and  continued  thus  engaged  there  through  the 
following  years,  with  the  exception  of  five  years 
spent  in  Kansas  for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  For 
a  time  he  served  as  Assistant  Assessor  of  Revenue 
for  the  district  where  he  now  lives,  including  Ber- 
rien and  Cass  Counties.  Twice  he  has  been  chosen 
to  serve  as  Village  Trustee.  On  the  Ist  of  April, 
1890,  he  was  appointed  Postmaster,  his  commission 
being  dated  in  February  of  that  year.  He  is  prom- 
inently connected  with  William  Perrott  Post  No. 
22,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  highly  regarded  throughout 
this  section  of  Michigan. 

The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  Graham  is  presided 
over  by  his  estimable  wife,  who  is  a  lady  of  intel- 
ligence and  winning  manners.  She  was  formerly 
Miss  Harriett  F.  Burton  and  was  born  and  reared  in 
Clinton,  Lenawee  County,  Mich.  Their  marriage 
was  solemnized  February  3,  1862,  and  has  been 
bleessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children:  Dell,  wife  of 
Harry  H.  Daw,  of  the  firm  of  Daw  Bros.,  of  Chi- 
cago; and  John  B.,  who  is  a  traveling  salesman. 


b  II I  p  I  jii  I II  »  i» 


mi^,fm^ 


RS.  ELMIRA  (VANDERHOOF)  POST. 
There  are  in  Buchanan  few  ladies  who  en- 
lii  joy  the  regard  of  the  people  of  the  vil- 
lage to  so  large  an  extent  as  the  estimable 
lady  whose  name  introduces  these  paragraphs. 
She  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Michigan,  where  the 
greater  part  of  her  useful  life  has  been  passed. 
Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  is  her  birthplace,  and  March 
5,  1832,  the  date  of  her  birth.     Her  father,  David 


Vanderhoof,  was  born  and  reared  in  New  Jersey 
and  after  his  marriage  settled  in  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  lie  was  engaged  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil. 
Thence  he  came  to  Michigan,  residing  first  in  Cass 
County  and  later  establishing  his  home  in  Berrien 
County.  His  was  the  first  white  family  to  establish 
a  home  in  the  county  and  he  built  the  first  frame 
house  in  Bertrand  Township.  He  was  a  pioneer 
farmer  of  the  township,  where  he  remained  until 
his  death,  at  the  age  of  eighty- three. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Pha3be  Tits  worth  and  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  being  of  English  descent.  Her  death  oc- 
curred at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  She  was  the 
mother  of  four  daughters  and  four  sons,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity.  After  her  death,  Mr. 
Vanderhoof  was  again  married,  choosing  as  his 
wife  Lavonia  Wells,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  eight  children.  Mrs.  Post  is  the  youngest 
child  born  of  her  father's  first  marriage  and  is 
the  only  one  now  living.  When  about  ten  years 
of  age  she  accompanied  her  parents  to  Michigan, 
and  for  a  time  was  a  pupil  in  the  school  at  Ed- 
wardsburgh,  Cass  County.  In  her  childhood  she 
had  few  of  the  advantages  so  common  to  the 
little  girls  of  this  generation,  for  she  was  obliged 
to  aid  in  the  work  of  sewing,  cooking  and  mend- 
ing at  a  time  when  most  girls  are  playing  with 
their  dolls.  However,  those  childish  experiences 
developed  in  her  traits  of  self-reliance  and  no- 
bility of  character  that  made  every  acquaintance 
a  warm  friend. 

Miss  Elmira  Vanderhoof  was  first  married  to 
John  Groves,  a  native  of  Augusta,  Me.,  and  a 
prominent  and  successful  attorney-at-law.  For  a 
time  he  practiced  law  in  the  South  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  1843,  being  the  first  lawyer  to  locate 
in  Buchanan.  A  Democrat  in  politics,  he  served 
as  Representative  to  the  State  Legislature  for  two 
years,  and  also  held  many  high  oflficial  positions  in 
the  county.  His  death  occurred  in  1852.  Of  this 
union  two  sons  were  born:  John  D.,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  business  at  Kalamazoo,  Mich.;  and  Charles 
W.,  who  is  at  home,  and  is  clerking  in  the  store  of 
John  Morris. 

In  1857  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mrs.  Elmira 
Groves  to  John  N.  Post,  who  was   born   near  Am- 
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sterdam,  N.  Y.,  and  for  some  time  was  engaged  in 
traveling  for  a  large  Plastern  house.  After  his 
marriage  he  entered  into  business  at  Buchanan, 
and  for  several  years  was  prominently  connected 
with  this  place,  contributing  effectively  to  the 
various  movements  originated  in  its  behalf.  He 
died  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  February  2,  1869. 
The  two  children,  born  of  his  union,  Nellie  A^.  and 
Anna,  are  also  deceased.  Mrs.  Post  is  so  unas- 
suming and  modest  that  to  speak  prominently  of 
her  goodness  and  the  many  kindnesses  with  which 
she  has  brightened  the  lives  of  others  would  not 
be  appropriate.  Long  after  she  shall  have  passed 
hence,  her  memory  will  be  treasured  by  her  hosts 
of  friends,  and  as  the  perfume  lingers,  even  though 
the  flower  is  crushed,  so  will  her  good  deeds,  the 
fragrance  of  her  beautiful  and  useful  life,  linger 
long:  after  she  will  have  entered  into  her  final  rest. 
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Jf?  AMES  McDonald.  The  business  of  deal- 
I  ing  in  lumber  is  not  a  mere  matter  of  buy- 
I  ing  and  selling  haphazard.  No  business 
^_^  requires  greater  exactitude,  better  man- 
agement, wider  range  of  observation,  or  greater 
study  of  the  market.  Among  the  prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  Benton  Harbor  who  have  made  a  suc- 
cess of  this  industry  is  James  McDonald,  manufac- 
turer of  lumber  and  dealer  in  hard  and  soft  wood. 
He  is  a  native  of  Ft.  Stnnley,  Canada,  born  June 
30,  1844,  and  the  son  of  James  and  Isabella 
(Leach)  McDonald.  James  McDonald,  8r.,  was 
born  in  Scotland  and  inherited  all  the  sterling 
qualities  of  those  of  that  nationality.  For  many 
years  he  was  an  hotel-keeper,  but  about  1843  he 
brought  his  family  to  America  and  settled  in  Port 
Colborne,  Canada,  where  he  kept  an  hotel  a  short 
time.  His  death  occurred  in  1844,  after  which 
the  widow  and  family  moved  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
and  thence,  in  1852,  to  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
settling  on  a  farm  in  Benton  Township.  A  3^ ear 
afterward  the  family  moved  to  St.  Joseph,  and 
thence  to  Sodus,  where  the  widow  died. 

James  McDonald  of  this  notice  grew  up  and  re- 


ceived his  education  in  St.  Joseph,  this  county. 
Later,  he  became  a  sailor,  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  on  Lakes  Michigan,  Erie  and  Huron,  and  con- 
tinued on  the  water  twenty-three  years,  beginning 
as  cabin-boy  and  cook.  He  was  promoted  through 
different  offices  until  he  became  captain  and  he 
then  ran  a  schooner  between  Benton  Harbor  and 
Chicago.  This  vessel  made  the  fastest  time  on  rec- 
ord up  to  that  time.  In  1872  he  ran  the  schooner, 
'^Cynthia  Gordon,''  and  made  thirt3^  round  trips 
in  sixty  days,  loaded  with  lumber  and  other 
freight.  This  he  continued  until  1880,  when  he 
sold  his  interest  in  the  schooners  and  retired  from 
the  Lakes. 

Shortly  afterward  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
A.  S.  and  W.  O.  Packard,  under  the  firm  name  of 
McDonald,  Packard  &  Co.,  and  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  and  retail  lumber  business  at  Benton 
Harbor.  This  partnership  continued  seven  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  Mr.  McDonald  disposed 
of  his  interest  and  soon  started  in  the  lumber  bus- 
iness alone  in  the  same  city.  Later  he  took  in  as 
partner  P.  W.  Van  Denser,  and  the  firm  became 
McDonald  tt  Van  Denser,  which  continued  two 
years.  At  that  time  Mr.  McDonald  purchased  his 
partner's  interest  and  continued  the  business 
alone.  In  1892  he  purchased  a  stock  of  boots  and 
shoes,  which  business  is  now  conducted  by  his  fam- 
ily, and  the  following  year  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Samuel  McGuigan,  and  built  the  Mc- 
Guigan  &  McDonald  Block,  which  is  75x80  feet, 
three  stories  in  height  and  a  substantial  brick. 
Stores  are  on  the  ground  floor  and  offices  above. 
Mr.  McDonald  is  the  owner  of  valuable  city  prop- 
erty, consisting  of  dwellings  and  real  estate,  and 
he  also  owns  woodland  in  the  State.  He  has  a 
sawmill  at  Osceola  Junction,  and  this  year  has 
manufactured  his  own  Imuber. 

In  November,  1870,  Mr.  McDonald  married  Miss 
A.  E.  Rector,  a  native  of  Berrien  Count}^  Mich., 
and  the  daughter  of  William  H.  Rector.  Three 
children  have  been  born  to  this  union:  Flora  Belle, 
William  and  Ora  Maude.  Politically,  Mr.  Mc- 
Donald is  a  Republican,  and,  socially,  a  Knight  of 
Pythias,  Knight  of  Honor  and  Woodman  of 
America.  He  has  been  the  owner  of  the  follow- 
ing vessels:  the  "Anna   Robinson,"  "Two  Broth- 
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ers/'  "Humboldt/^  "William  Bates/' "Garibaldi/ ' 
"Louisa''  and  "Addie,"  and  he  sailed  the  "Ban- 
ner" and  "Cynthia  Gordon,"  but  did  not  own  the 
two  latter. 


'AIRFIELD   GOODWIN,  M.  D.,   a   suceess- 
;  ful  general  medical  practitioner  and  skill- 

, ful  surgeon  located  in  the  city  of  Cassop- 

olis,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  has  since  1874  engaged 
in  an  extended  round  of  professional  duty  in  and 
about  his  present  field  of  labor.  Dr.  Fairfield 
Goodwin  is  a  native  of  Madison  County,  N.  Y., 
and,  born  May  12,  1835,  was  the  third  of  the  four 
children  of  his  parents,  Samuel  M.  and  Almira 
(Atchison)  Goodwin.  The  father  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  Madison  County,  and  was  born  in  1805. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  began  life  for 
himself  by  journeying  to  the  wilds  of  Michigan. 
He  settled  in  Pontiac,  Oakland  County,  and  took 
up  land  at  the  Government  price.  A  genuine 
pioneer,  he  was  located  at  first  upon  the  frontier  of 
the  West,  but  gradually  the  country  yielded  to 
emigration  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1840, 
the  tilling  of  the  soil  had  wrought  a  wondrous 
change.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Samuel  Goodwin,  was  of  Connecticut  birth,  but  in 
later  life  removed  to  New  York  State.  He  served 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  a  man  of  courage  and 
indomitable  will,  overcoming  obstacles  and  win- 
ning success. 

The  great-grandfather,  Fairfield  Goodwin,  in 
whose  honor  Dr.  Goodwin  was  named,  was  one  of 
six  sons,  all  of  whom  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  three  of  the  brave  brothers  giving  up  their 
lives  in  the  struggle  for  the  independence  of  the 
Colonies.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  Almira 
Atchison,  was  born  in  what  is  now  the  city  of 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  Her  paternal  grandfather  built 
the  first  gristmill  within  forty  miles  of  that  local- 
ity, and  both  he  and  her  father  were  among  the 
first  settlers  of  Rochester.  Upon  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Civil  War,  our  subject  without  delay  en- 


listed in  the  service  of  the  Union,  and  the  day  after 
the  firing  on  Ft.  Sumter,  upon  April  15,  1861,  he 
joined  Taylor's  Chicago  Battery,  with  which  he 
remained  in  active  duty  for  nineteen  months.  Dr. 
Goodwin  participated  in  the  battles  of  Belmont, 
Ft.  Donelson,  Springfield,  Pea  Ridge,  Ft.  Henry, 
Shiloh  and  luka.  During  the  latter  fight  he  was 
wounded  and  laid  up  for  six  months.  Given  a 
discharge  furlough,  he  returned  home  and  raised 
Company  C,  Eighth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  became 
Captain  of  the  same.  A  prized  memento  of  those 
troublous  days  is  now  one  of  the  most  precious 
possessions  of  our  subject.  This  souvenir  of  the 
war  is  a  magnificent  sabre  presented  to  Dr.  Good- 
win, January  20,  1863,  by  the  officei'Sand  privates 
of  his  company.  The  company  went  at  once  into 
service,  and  taking  part  in  the  Morgan  raid  as- 
sisted in  the  capture  of  the  rebel  general.  While 
engaged  mostly  in  scouting  service.  Company  C 
was  for  four  weeks  present  at  the  siege  of  Knox- 
ville,  and  fought  in  the  East  Tennessee  campaign 
and  also  in  Georgia. 

Early  in  life  Dr.  Goodwin  began  the  study  of 
medicine  and  read  under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  AI- 
den.  At  the  deatli  of  his  instructor  he  took  up 
his  practice  and  continued  in  the  same  locality  for 
the  seven  succeeding  years.  At  the  end  of  this 
time  our  subject  matriculated  at  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  attended  a  three-years  course 
in  the  medical  department  and  there  graduated 
with  high  honors.  Returning  to  Cassopolis  in 
1874,  he  again  devoted  himself  to  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  whose  demands  have  constantly 
engaged  his  time  for  the  past  nineteen  years.  His 
large  practice  has  allowed  the  Doctor  but  little 
time  for  needed  rest  or  recreation.  He,  however, 
fraternizes  with  leading  societies,  social  and  med- 
ical, taking  a  prominent  place  in  each.  He  is  a 
valued  member  of  the  Cass  County  Medical  So- 
ciety and  has  been  President  of  the  same  for  one 
year.  He  is  associated  with  the  Ancient  Free  & 
Accepted  Masons,  and  is  a  member  of  Backus 
Lodge,  of  Cassopolis,  Kingsbury  Chapter,  and  is 
also  one  of  the  twelve  Knights  Templar  of  Niles 
Commandery.  For  many  terms  he  has  been 
Surgeon  of  Albert  Anderson  Post  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.     During  the  second  year 
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<bf  the  Civil  War  Dr.  Goodwin  was,  in  1862,  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Gordon,  of  Pontiac, 
Mich.  Mrs.  Goodwin  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
Gordon,  an  early  settler  of  the  State.  Our  sub- 
ject and  his  estimable  wife  were  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  two  daughters  and  one  son.  Carrie  L.  is 
Mrs.  William  Ellis,  of  Detroit.  Belle  married 
Henry  Grant,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  The  son,  Charles 
L.  Goodwin,  is  at  present  residing  upon  one  of 
the  fine  fruit-farms  owned  by  his  father.  The 
wife  and  mother  departed  this  life  September  17, 
1872,  and  our  subject  was  again  united  in  marriage, 
this  time  to  Miss  Lida  R.  Wads  worth,  of  Monroe 
County,  Mich.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  enjoy  a 
large  circle  of  friends. 

Dr.  Goodwin  has  accumulated  a  valuable  estate, 
and  aside  from  his  outside  interests  and  other 
landed  property  has  erected  a  number  of  the  most 
substantial  buildings  in  Cassopolis.  Successful  in 
the  discharge  of  his  professional  duty,  prospered 
in  financial  matters,  oar  subject  is  to-day  as  patri- 
otic and  public  spirited  as  when,  so  many  years 
ago,  he  proffered  his  services  to  the  Government. 
Although  never  desirous  of  political  preferment, 
he  is  deeply  interested  in  the  live  issues  of  the 
day  and  is  ever  willing  to  lend  a  helping  hand  in 
behalf  of  mutual  welfare  and  local  advancement. 
Our  subject  contemplates  building  one  of  the  fin- 
est three-story  buildings  in  the  city  in  the  near 
future,  to  be  occupied  in  part  by  the  Masonic  or- 
der. 


11^^  ONROE  N.  LORD.  The  indefatigable  la- 
bors of  this  gentleman  in  many  branches 
of  knowledge  have  contributed  to  render 
him  one  of  the  most  versatile  of  Berrien 
County's  citizens,  and  his  reputation  is  by  no  means 
arbitrarily  limited  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  his 
home.  Throughout  the  Church  of  Christ,  number- 
ing a  million  communicants  in  the  United  States, 
he  is  well  known  and  loved  for  his  work's  sake. 
During  a  period  covering  more  than  a  half-cen- 
tury, he  has  been  an  Elder  and  preacher  in  that 
Church,  and  as  he  possesses  gifts  of  a  high  order, 


force  of  conviction,  earnestness  of  appeal,  and 
pleasing  manners,  he  has  been  instrumental  in  the 
conversion  of  many  people.  He  was  an  intimate 
personal  friend  of  the  late  lamented  President 
Garfield,  himself  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
eloquent  ministers  of  that  denomination,  and  who 
frequently  visited  Mr.  Lord  at  his  home  in  Chi- 
cago. 

A  few  words  with  reference  to  the  progenitors 
of  Mr.  Lord  will  be  of  interest  to  our  readers.  His 
father,  Nathan  Lord,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
and  followed  the  trade  of  ship-carpenter  and  mill- 
wright at  Lyme,  that  State.  At  East  Haddam, 
Conn.,  he  married  Miss  Prudence,  daughter  of 
Stephen  Beckwith,  a  farmer  residing  near  that  city. 
During  the  War  of  1812,  Nathan  Lord  served  as  a 
Lieutenant,  and  after  its  close  he  removed  to 
Utica,  N.  Y.,and  thence,  one  year  later,  he  went  to 
Buffalo.  From  there  he  removed  to  Middlebury, 
N.  Y.,  in  order  to  give  his  children  better  educa- 
tional advantages. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  a  family  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  five  are  now  living,  namely: 
Dr.  I.  S.  P.,  a  resident  of  South  Pasadena,  Cal., 
and  now  (1893)  eighty-eight  years  of  age;  Mrs. 
Ruth  A.  Tubbs,  of  Batavia,  111.,  who  is  eightj^-five 
years  of  age;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  A.  Phillips,  M.  D.,  of 
Albia,  Iowa,  eighty-two  years  old;  Ella  (Lord) 
Ilopson,  who  has  been  residing  in  Nashville, Ten n., 
with  Mrs.  Justice  Jackson,  and  is  sixty-seven  years 
of  age;  and  our  subject,  who  will  be  seventy-five 
in  November,  1893.  One  brother,  Stephen  Fred- 
erick William,  was  murdered  by  the  Mormons  at 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.  The  father  of  this  family 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine,  his  death  being  caused 
by  a  cold  resulting  from  exposure.  His  only  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  Luther,  reached  the  advanced  age  of  one 
hundred  and  four  years.  Our  subject's  mother's 
great-grandfather  attained  to  the  advanced  age  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty.  Both  the  Lord  and 
Beckwith  families  are  distinguished  for  longevity, 
and  on  the  paternal  side  our  subject  traces  his  lin- 
eage to  the  father  of  Sir  Francis  Drake. 

On  the  Indian  Reservation,  about  fifteen  miles 
south  of  Buffalo,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born  November  2,  1818.  He  was  three  and  one- 
half  years  old   when  his  father  moved  to  Middle- 
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bury,  N.  Y.,  and  be  was  educated  in  the  academy 
tbere.  Locating  in  Attica,  be  enteied  a  store 
owned  by  Tbomas  Ellis,  and  tbere  be  remained  for 
four  and  a-balf  years.  He  was  also  for  a  time  a 
clerk  for  C.  B.  Yates,  afterward  Cbief  of  Police  of 
Cbicago.  In  1836  our  subject  went  to  Cbicago, 
wbere  bis  fatber  and  brotber,  Dr.  Lord,  liad  previ- 
ously located,  and  in  tbat  city  be  secured  tbe  posi- 
tion of  Assistant  Superintendent  and  Pay  Master 
of  tbe  Cbicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  re- 
maining in  tbat  place  for  five  years.  He  next  em- 
barked in  business  witb  M.  M.  Kemp,  of  Batavia, 
III., but  after  a  sbort  time  spent  tliere  be  returned 
to  Cbicago  and  formed  a  partnersbip  in  tbe  bard- 
ware  business  witb  H.  H.  Hon  ore,  fatber  of  Mrs. 
Fred  Grant  and  Mrs.  Potter  Palmer. 
*  Disposing  of  bis  business  interests  in  Cbicago, 
Mr.  Lord  removed  to  La  Porte,  Ind.,  wbere  for 
eigbt  years  be  filled  tbe  pulpit  of  tbe  Cburcb  of 
Cbrist.  In  December,  1868,  be  returned  to  Cbi- 
cago and  became  pastor  of  tbe  First  Cbristian 
Cburcb,  wbicb  is  now  located  on  Oakley  Avenue, 
between  Adams  and  Jackson  Streets.  He  oflicia- 
ted  as  minister  of  tbat  cburcb  for  about  tbirteen 
years,  and  at  tbe  same  time  devoted  considerable 
attention  to  bis  extensive  real-estate  interests.  Re- 
moving from  Cbicago  across  tbe  lake,  be  pur- 
cbased  a  farm  at  Glen  Lord,  in  Berrien  County, 
wbicb  be  carried  on  until  1890.  He  tben  located 
on  bis  present  farm,  wbere  be  bas  a  beautiful  resi- 
dence, commanding  a  fine  view  of  St.  Josepb, Ben- 
ton Harbor  and  tbe  entire  country  for  miles  around, 
as  well  as  some  distance  out  on  tbe  lake.  Tbe 
property  is  located  on  section  13,  of  Benton  Town- 
sbip,  and  in  addition  to  tbis  valuable  estate  Mr. 
Lord  owns  property  on  tbe  corner  of  Indiana  Av- 
enue and  Tbirty-eigbt  Street,  Cbicago,  and  otber 
localities  in  tbat  city. 

Tbe  first  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in 
1841,  and  united  bim  witb  Miss  Jane  L.  Austin. 
Tbey  became  tbe  parents  of  seven  cbildren,  of 
wiiom  tlnee  grew  to  maturity,  namely:  Mrs.  Will- 
iam B.  Smitb,  wbo  is  employed  by  tbe  firm  of 
Markley,  Ailing  &  Co.,  wbolesale  bard  ware  dealers 
of  Cbicago;  and  Henry  C.  and  A.  H.,  wbo  are  in 
tlie  real-estate  business  in  Cbicago,  baving  tbeir 
office    in    room  26,  Major  Block.     Mrs.  Jane    L. 


Lord  died  in  1887,  and  tbree  years  afterward  Mr. 
Lord  was  again  married,  cboosing  as  bis  wife  Mrs. 
Agnes  W.  Beecbter,  tbe  daugbter  of  William  C. 
and  Naomi  Wrigbt.  Her  fatber  was  a  wbolesale 
leatber  mercbant  of  St.  Louis.  Mrs.  Lord  was  born 
in   Obio. 

In  1852  Mr.  Lord  identified  bimself  witb  tbe 
Cbristian  Cburcb  at  Cbicago  at  a  time  wben  tliere 
were  but  few  members  of  tbat  denomination  in  tbe 
city.  Four  years  later  be  was  ordained  a  minister 
of  tbe  Gospel.  He  is  a  close  reader  and  tbougbt- 
ful  student  of  tbe  Bible,  and  bas  for  many  years 
been  an  Elder  in  tbe  First  Cbristian  Cburcb  of 
Cbicago.  He  bas  preached  in  Canada  and  tbe  ma- 
jority of  tbe  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  and 
north  of  South  Carolina,  and  is  widely  known  and 
admired  as  a  public  speaker.  He  has  frequently 
been  called  upon  to  engage  in  debates  with  Uni- 
versalis ts,  Methodists,  and  representatives  of  otber 
denominations. 

At  tbe  time  of  tbe  Civil  War,  Mr.  Lord  offered 
bis  services  to  the  Union,  but  was  rejected  on  ac- 
count of  his  poor  health.  Politically,  he  was  for- 
merly a  Whig,  and  is  now  a  Republican.  Under 
the  administration  of  President  Garfield  he  served 
as  Postmaster  at  Glen  Lord,  and  has  occupied  other 
positions  of  trust.  As  a  political  speaker  he  has 
been  no  less  convincing  and  successful  than  as  a 
preacher,  and  his  services  have  been  in  frequent 
demand  for  years  during  tbe  National  campaigns. 
He  bas  been  identified  with  the  Sons  of  Temper- 
ance and  tbe  Temple  of  Honor. 


iSAAC  R.  DUNNING,  M.  D.  The  pretty  little 
city  of  Benton  Harbor  boasts  of  a  number  of 
_^  eminent  physicians  and  surgeons,  and  of  these 
none  is  more  popular  than  Dr.  Dunning.  A  skill- 
ful and  successful  practitioner,  he  bas  won  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  and  bas  gained  a  reputation 
which  is  not  limited  to  Benton  Harbor,  nor  indeed 
to  Berrien  County  itself.  He  is  accurate  and  re- 
liable in    bis   diagnosis  of  cases,  and  is  skillful  in 
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treating  them,  which  accounts  in  a  large  measure 
for  the  success  which  has  rewarded  his  efforts. 

A  native  of  the  State  in  which  he  now  resides, 
our  subject  was  born  in  Cass  County  May  6,  1844. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Dr.  Isaac  Dunning,  was 
born  in  New  York  State,  whence  at  an  early  period 
in  the  history  of  Michigan  he  migrated  hither  and 
became  a  pioneer  physician  of  Cass  County.  He 
tiaced  his  ancestry  to  England,  and  possessed  the 
sturdy  traits  of  character  noticeable  in  people  of 
that  nationality.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Ben- 
jamin Booth  Dunning,  was  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  an  early  settler  of  Cass  County,  where  his 
active  life  was  principally  spent.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  was  known  in  maidenhood  by  the 
name  of  Harriet  Letson,  and  was  born  in  New 
York,  her  ancestors  being  of  English  origin. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  passed  in  his 
father's  home  in  Cass  Countjs  and  he  early  ac- 
quired the  habits  of  industry  and  perseverance 
which  have  since  aided  him  so  greatly.  His  edu- 
cation was  commenced  in  the  common  schools  and 
afterward  carried  on  m  the  Dowagiac  High  School, 
from  which  he  was  graduated.  When  his  literary 
education  had  been  completed,  he  commenced  to 
read  medicine  with  Drs.  Psalter  and  Bloodgood, 
prominent  physicians  of  Dowagiac,  and  in  1867 
took  his  first  course  of  lectures  at  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Ann  Arbor.  Later  he  attended  the  Ec- 
lectic Medical  Institute  of  Cincinnati,  and  was 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  1869.  On  re- 
turning from  school  in  1869,  the  following  winter, 
1870,  he  practiced  in  Ohio  with  an  uncle.  In  1871, 
he  located  in  Water vliet  and  remained  there  two 
years.  However,  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
amount  of  theoretical  knowledge  acquired  and  the 
following  year,  after  completing  his  studies  in  the 
Eclectic,  he  entered  Rush  Medical  College  at  Chi- 
cago, and  graduated  from  that  institution  in  the 
spring  of  1872.  That  year  he  left  Water  vliet  and 
moved  to  Angola,  Steuben  County,  Ind.,  where  he 
carried  on  his  practice  for  two  years.  In  the 
spring  of  1874  he  located  in  Benton  Harbor,  be- 
lieving this  city  to  offer  a  splendid  opening  for  a 
young  man  of  ability.  Here  he  has  since  resided, 
conducting  an  extensive  practice  in  medicine  and 
surgery.     He  is  a    member  of   the  State  Eclectic 


Association,  and  a  man  who  keeps  thoroughly 
abreast  with  the  latest  discoveries  in  the  medical 
world. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Dunning  took  place  in 
1880,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Julia  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  James  Eaman,  of  Benton  Harbor.  They 
have  a  pleasant  home  in  this  city  and  are  promi- 
nent in  the  social  circles  of  the  community.  While 
Dr.  Dunning  makes  no  special  effort  to  keep 
posted  upon  minute  details  of  public  affairs,  yet  ke 
is  well  informed  in  politics  and  gives  his  ballot  to 
aid  in  the  principles  promulgated  by  the  Republi- 
can party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Or- 
der of  United  Workmen  and  also  of  the  order  of 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 


-^m>^^<m^^ 


EY.  W.  M.  ROE.  The  Roe  family,  whose 
historic  records  can  be  traced  nearly  a 
thousand  years  in  the  past,  has  grown  to 
^^^  be  quite  large  in  this  country, and  in  some 
of  its  branches  it  is  represented  in  most  of  the 
States  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  in  several  European 
countries.  The  name  Roe  seems  to  have  had  its 
origin  in  Norway,  and  like  all  other  proper  names 
commencing  with  R  in  the  old  Norse  language 
was  preceded  by  the  letter  H.  The  first  known 
historic  mention  of  the  Roe  family  is  to  be  found 
in  a  book  entitled  '^Chronicles  of  the  Kings  of 
Norway,"  which  was  written  in  Iceland  probably 
about  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  century.  From 
this  work  we  learn  that  Bishop  Roe,  a  man  of 
great  learning,  who  had  been  an  Icelandic  priest, 
was  stationed  on  the  Faroe  Islands  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  eleventh  century. 

From  Bishop  Roe,  through  Astrid,  his  daughter, 
a  woman  of  charming  beauty,  there  was  a  line  of 
SIX  kings  in  Norway.  These  kings  ruled  from 
1202  until  1314.  Eric,  who  occupied  the  Nor- 
wegian throne  from  1280  until  1299,  and  who  was 
in  the  fifth  generation  in  the  line  of  descent  from 
Bishop  Roe,  married  Margaret  of  Scotland,  daugh- 
ter of  King  Alexander  III.  She  died  aboutayear 
after  her  marriage,  having  given  birth  to  a  daugh- 
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ter,  who,  on  the  death  of  Alexander,  was  acknowl- 
edged the  rightful  heir  to  the  throne  of  wScotland. 
While  yet  in  her  childhood  the  ^'Maid  of  Nor- 
way,*'as  she  was  called,  embarked  for  the  country 
of  which  she  expected  to  be  the  ruler,  but  she  died 
before  reaching  her  destination.  Erie  afterward 
married  Isabella,  sister  of  Robert  Bruce,  who  sub- 
sequently became  king  of  Scotland.  In  the  latter 
part  of  the  ninth  century  Rolf  the  Younger  was 
banished  from  Norway  by  Harold  P^airhair,  the 
king,  on  account  of  illicit  viking  cruises  made  by 
him  along  the  southern  shores  of  that  country. 
Among  the  vikings  that  he  induced  to  go  with 
him  to  P^n gland  and  Normandy  were  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Roe  family,  who,  it  seems,  established 
themselves  at  Rouen,  in  France. 

The  English  line  of  descent  came  from  Le  Rous 
(Roe),  who  settled  in  England  in  1066.  The  Roe 
family  in  England  was  finally  enlarged  by  immi- 
gration from  both  Scandinavia  and  Normandy. 
In  England  every  child  bore  the  family  name  of 
its  fatlier,  but  in  Norway,  and  in  fact  in  all  the 
Gotliic  race,  only  the  eldest  son  could  wear  the 
father's  family  name.  Sir  Tliomas  Roe,  who  was 
a  distinguished  man  in  many  ways,  died  in  Eng- 
land in  1644.  In  a  register  of  Oxford  University 
there  is  a  record  of  graduates  of  the  Roes,  com- 
mencing with  William  Roe  in  1440,  and  ending 
with  a  William  Roe  in  1569.  Within  one  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  years  thirteen  members  of  the  Roe 
family  were  graduated  from  this  university.  Five 
of  these  bore  the  Christian  name  of  William,  and 
four  that  of  John. 

The  Roc  family  penetrated  Iceland  as  early  as 
the  eleventh  century,  and  from  McGee's  "History 
of  Iceland"  we  learn  that  the  Roes  were  quite  num- 
erous in  that  country  from  1260  to  1642.  At  the 
last-named  date  Owen  Roe  was  the  General-in- 
Chief  of  the  Catholic  army  and  fought  against 
Cromwell.  In  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  some 
members  of  the  Roe  family  were  sent  into  unhappy 
Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  quelling  a  disturbance 
among  its  turbulent  inhabitants.  The  Roes  of  Ire- 
land were  not  Celts,  but  were  originally  vikings 
from  Norway  and  Denmark,  or  Anglo-Normans 
from  England. 

About   1630,  or  perhaps  a  little  later,  John  Roe 


and  David  Roe  emigrated  from  Iceland  to  Long 
Island,  N.  Y.  John  settled  near  Sotauket,  but 
David  located  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Flush- 
ing. Whether  these  men  were  brothers,  or  how 
near  of  kin  they  were,  is  not  now  certainly  known, 
but  it  appears  that  many,  perhaps  even  a  large 
majority,  of  the  Roes  in  the  United  States  can  truly 
claim  one  or  the  other  of  these  men  as  their  pro- 
genitor. 

Charles  Roe,  a  descendant  of  David  Roe,  was 
born  on  Long  Island  about  the  commencement 
of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  died  at  his  home 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  St.  Joseph  River,  about 
four  miles  north  of  South  Bend.,  Ind.,  August  18, 
1838.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Barsheba 
Watson,  also  died  the  same  season,  August  13. 
She  was  of  Irish  descent.  Eli  Roe,  the  third  child 
of  Charles  and  Barsheba  Roe,  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky July  25,  1800.  He  had  five  brothers  and 
two  sisters.  In  1802  he  emigrated  with  his  father 
and  mother  to  southern  Ohio,  and  not  many  years 
thereafter  the  family  removed  to  Wayne  County, 
Ind.  Here  in  1819  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet Martindale,  the  sixth  child  and  second 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Martindale.  She  was 
born  in  Warren  County,  Ohio,  January  30,  1803. 
Her  father,  John  Martindale,  was  born  in  South 
Carolina  October  12,  1772,  and  died  in  Delaware 
County,  Iowa,  July  22,  1852.  Her  grandfather, 
William  Martindale,  died  in  Indiana  January  24, 
1854,  aged  one  hundred  years,  ten  months  and 
sixteen  days.  Her  great-grandfather,  William  Mar- 
tindale, was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  to  which 
place  his  father  emigrated  from  England  about  the 
beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Burns,  was  born  in 
South  Carolina  September  2,  1775,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  John  Martindale  in  1791,  and  in  1801  she 
removed  with  her  husband  to  Warren  County, 
Ohio.  Her  grandfather,  Robert  Burns,  was  born 
in  South  Carolina  about  1748,  and  his  father, 
Lawrence  Burns,  emigrated  from  Iceland  to  South 
Carolina  in  1736.  Lawrence  Burns,  it  appears,  was 
of  Scotch  descent,  and  it  is  believed  was  a  kinsman 
of  Robert  Burns,  the  distinguished  poet. 

Eli  Roe  lived  in  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  till  1823, 
when  he  removed  with  his  wife  and   two  children 
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into  the  adjoining  county  of  Henry.  In  the 
month  of  October,  1830,  he  left  with  liis  family 
for  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.,  where  he  secured  a 
liome  on  Government  land  on  the  east  side  of 
Portage  Prairie,  about  four  miles  north  of  South 
Bend.  He  remained  on  this  farm  about  five  years, 
when  he  sold  it  and  purchased  land  about  one 
mile  farther  north.  Here  a  hcune  was  prepared,  in 
which  the  parents,  nine  sons  and  two  daughters 
were  cheered  by  the  sunshine  of  prosperity  for 
many  years.  This  is  the  place  where  these  chil- 
dren passed  from  childhood  into  manhood  and 
womanhood,  and  this  place  is  sacred  in  their  mem- 
ories as  the  old  homestead. 

In  1856  Eli  Roe  removed  to  Buchanan,  Mich., 
where  his  wife  passed  away  January  28,  1870,  and 
where  his  death  occurred  January  1,  1883.  Will- 
iam M.  Roe,  the  sixth  son  of  Eli  and  Margaret  Roe, 
was  born  in  Henry  County,  Ind.,  April  26,  1830. 
In  the  fall  of  1830,  when  about  six  months  old, 
he  was  carried  on  horseback  by  his  mother  to  St. 
Joseph  County,  Ind.,  a  distance  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  miles.  At  this  date  South  Bend 
contained  but  few  families  and  had  only  one 
shop,  a  variety  store,  and  Chicago,  now  the  sec- 
ond city  in  the  United  States,  had  still  less.  About 
the  1st  of  December,  1837,  William  Roe  com- 
menced going  to  school.  His  first  teacher  was 
David  Fisk,  from  Vermont,  who  was  very  success- 
ful in  his  chosen  profession  of  school  teaching. 
Within  two  weeks  he  graduated  from  the  Eng- 
lish alphabet,  and  before  the  close  of  the  three- 
months  term  of  school  he  commenced  the  study 
of  geography.  Under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Fisk  he 
attended  school  three  successive  winters  and  be- 
came very  proficient  in  spelling.  He  was  called 
in  every  direction  to  attend  spelling-schools,  in 
which  he  almost  invariably  scored  a  signal  victory. 
With  the  aid  of  his  two  elder  brothers,  John  and 
Elijah,  and  his  associate,  Thomas  Morrill,  the 
school  which  he  attended  was  invincible  in  the 
art  of  spelling.  He  attended  school  during  the 
months  of  winter, and  engaged  in  light  farm  work 
during  the  summers  until  the  year  1845.  During 
the  summer  of  this  year,  and  for  five  successive 
summers,  he  studied  at  home,  designating  the  room 
occupied  with  his   books  as  "Portage    Seminary." 


Here  he  commenced  to  study  the  Greek  language, 
and  not  infrequently  wrote  for  the  public  press. 
During  the  spring  and  summer  of  1846  he  at- 
tended school  at  a  seminary  in  South  Bend,  Ind., 
conducted  by  Prof.  C.  M.  Wright. 

Under  the  preaching  of  Elder  Peter  T.  Russell 
he  confessed  the  Savior,  and  on  the  following  day, 
August  1,  1847,  he  was  immersed  in  the  St.  Joseph 
River  by  Elder  Reuben  Wilson.  Commencing 
October  11,  of  this  year,  he  taught  school  for  two 
months  on  the  west  side  of  Portage  Prairie.  He 
taught  school  for  the  following  five  successive 
winters,  and  also  taught  one  summer  term  at  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Ind.,  in  1853.  In  the  spring  of  1851  he 
left  the  parental  roof  to  attend  wha*t  was  then 
styled  ''The  Eclectic  Institute,"  at  Hiram,  Ohio. 
This  institution  is  now  known  as  Hiram  College. 
While  at  this  school  he  was  called  to  teach  two 
classes  in  algebra  and  one  in  anatomy  and  physi- 
ology. James  A.  Garfield,  who  subsequently  filled 
the  highest  otfice  in  the  gift  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, was  at  that  time  a  student  in  this  school  and 
was  a  member  of  the  advanced  class  in  algebra 
taught  by  Mr.  Roe.  who  returned  to  Indiana  in 
time  to  teach  a  winter's  term  of  school. 

Before  going  to  Hiram,  Ohio,  arrangements  had 
been  made  for  him  to  become  a  law  student  in  the 
office  of  Judge  Stanfield,  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  but 
by  the  counsel  of  Elder  Corbly  Martin,  an  able 
minister  of  the  Christian  Church,  he  was  induced 
to  abandon  this  project  and  to  prepare  to  preach 
the  Gospel  of  Christ.  He  delivered  his  first  ser- 
mon in  the  country  schoolhouse  about  seven  miles 
southeast  of  South  Bend  in  the  spring  of  1849. 
He  spoke  occasionally  at  different  points  until  the 
fall  of  1854,  when  he  was  employed  to  evangelise 
in  Berrien,  Cass   and  Van  Buren   Counties,  Mich. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  1853,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Harriet  Elizabeth  Whitman,  of  South  Bend, 
Ind.  She  was  born  in  Mentor,  Ohio,  January  13, 
1833,  and  went  with  her  parents  to  nortliern  Ind- 
iana in  1844.  Her  father  and  mother  were  for- 
merly residents  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  her 
paternal  grandfather,  it  appears,  was  a  native  of 
Long  Island.  To  William  M.  and  Harriet  E.  Roe 
four  children  were  born,  two  boys  and  two  girls. 

In  the  fall  of  1854  they  removed   to  Buchanan, 
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Mich.,  and  Mr.  Roe,  devoting  his  full  time  to  the 
ministry,  planted  churches  at  various  points  in 
southwestern  Michigan.  In  1855  he  established  a 
church  at  Buchanan,  Mich.,  which  under  his  care 
developed  a  membership  of  over  two  hundred 
souls.  After  laboring  one  year  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  general  Christian  Missionary  Society 
he  took  a  pastorate  of  the  Christian  Church  at  the 
following  places  successively:  Rolling  Prairie  and 
Westville,  Ind.;  Eldora  and  De  Soto,  Iowa;  Paw 
Paw,  Mich.;  Greeley,  Iowa;  Hoopeston,  111.;  Dav- 
enport and  Marion, Iowa;  Dowagiac  and  Millburg, 
Mich.;  Galena,  Ind.;  Bryan,  Ohio;  Buchanan,  Eau 
Claire,  Sod  us,  Cassopolis  and  Galien,  Mich.  He 
has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  ministry  of  the 
Gospel  for  about  thirty-nine  years,  and  although 
of  frail  constitution,  and  much  of  his  life  af- 
flicted with  dyspepsia  and  nervous  debility,  his 
labors  have  been  almost  constant  and  often  ardu- 
ous but,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  under  his  preach- 
ing a  large  number  of  souls  have  been  converted 
to  Christ  and  cheered  by  the  glorious  hope  of  a 
blissful  immortality  beyond  the  grave.  He  de- 
voted much  time  and  study  to  the  preparation  of 
a  work  entitled  "Bible  vs  Materialism,"  which  was 
published  in  1859.  A  second  edition  of  this  work, 
revised  and  enlarged,  was  published  in  1886.  In 
1865  he  was  associated  with  D.  A.Wagner  in  edit- 
ing a  religious  periodical  entitled  The  Christian 
Proclamation^  published  in  Buchanan,  Mich. 

Mr.  Roe  is  still  devoting  a  portion  of  his  time 
to  preaching,  but  is  gradually  retiring  from  min- 
isterial labor  and  is  spending  most  of  his  time  at 
his  pleasant  home  in  the  beautiful  village  of  Bu- 
chanan, Mich. 


^ARNEY  DECKER.  In  a  volume  dedicated 
to  the  pioneers  of  the  county,  the  full 
(l(f?9)lli  i^6ed  of  praise  and  respect  should  be  given 
to  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces 
these  paragraphs  and  who  was  oiie  of  the  sturdy 
and  heroic  pioneers  of   western  Michigan,     Some- 


what retired  from  the  active  business  cares  which 
crowded  him  in  life's  prime,  he  still  maintains  a 
constant  interest  in  all  matters  relating  to  the 
welfare  of  Cass  County,  and  has  contributed  his 
quota  to  its  progress.  At  present  he  is  living  in 
his  rural  abode  on  section  21,  La  Grange  Town- 
ship. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Frederick  Decker, was 
a  native  of  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood  upon  a  farm.  In  that  State  he  married 
Miss  Anna  Barney  and  soon  afterward  removed  to 
New  York,  where  he  settled  in  a  heavily  tim- 
bered portion  of  Ontario  Count3^  Building  a 
small  log  cabin,  he  and  his  wife  commenced  house- 
keeping on  a  modest  scale,  and  he  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  clearing  and  cultivating  the  tract  of 
forty  acres  which  he  had  purchased.  Of  his  mar- 
riage, the  following-named  children  were  born: 
Catherine,  Hannah,  Ama,  Jane,  Pamelia,  Grant, 
Barney  and  Stacey.  In  his  religious  belief,  the 
father  of  this  family  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Churclh  He  remained  in  New  York  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  when  the  subject  of  this 
notice  was  a  lad  of  ten  years.  The  wife  and  mo- 
ther lived  for  many  years  following  the  death  of 
her  husband,  and  attained  to  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-eight,  having  made  her  home  during  her 
later  years  with  our  subject. 

Orphaned  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  Barney 
Decker  was  forced  to  become  self-supporting  at  an 
age  when  most  boys  are  interested  only  in  sport 
and  studies.  For  a  time  he  worked  by  the  month, 
and  at  first  received  only  $5  per  month,  but  his 
wages  were  gradually  increased  as  the  value  of 
his  services  was  enhanced.  He  spent  his  childhood 
years  in  his  native  place,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
where  his  birth  had  occurred  on  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1813.  When  less  than  twenty-six  years 
old  he  was  married,  in  March,  1839,  to  Miss  Mar- 
tha, daughter  of  Robert  and  Rebecca  (Henderson) 
Wilson,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia.  They  settled  in  an  early  day  in  Frank- 
lin County,  Ohio,  where  their  daughter  Martha 
was  born.  Mr.  Decker  and  his  estimable  wife  were 
the  parents  of  three  children:  Erskine;  Florella, 
Mrs.  John  Morris,  deceased;  and  Isabelle,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,    Religiously, 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Decker  are  identified  with  the  Pres- 
byterian Cliurch  and  are  active  workers  in  relig- 
ious enterprises.  Politically,  Mr.  Decker  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat and  is  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  his  party. 

At  the  time  our  subject  came  to  Cass  Count3s  in 
1838,  he  purchased  sevent3^-four  acres  of  heavily 
timbered  land,  situated  one-half  mile  from  Cassop- 
olis.  In  order  to  purchase  the  land  he  was  obliged 
to  incur  an  indebtedness  of  $425,  but  as  he  was 
energetic  and  industrious  he  was  enabled  to  dis- 
charge the  debt  a  short  time  afterward.  He  has 
engaged  extensively  as  a  dealer  in  land,  and  at  the 
present  time  is  the  owner  of  five  hundred  and 
seventy- five  acres,  the  greater  part  of  which  is 
under  cultivation.  In  earlier  years  he  endured  all 
the  vicissitudes  of  pioneer  life,  but  he  has  lived  to 
enjoy  the  present  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life  in 
Michigan  and  has  reaped  the  reward  of  his  la- 
bors. 


APT.  NELSON  W.  NAPIER.  This  sketch 
would  be  incomplete  were  no  mention  made 
'i^  of  the  brave  Capt.  Nelson  W.  Napier.  He 
was  born  near  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  in  1822,  and  when 
quite  young  he  came  to  St.  Joseph,  of  which  city 
he  was  ever  afterward  a  resident.  Early  in  life  he 
went  to  sea,  and  his  bravery  and  the  excellent  serv- 
ice rendered  his  superiors  secured  his  promotion 
from  time  to  time.  At  the  age  of  twentj^-one  he 
was  captain  of  a  vessel.  In  1842,  during  a  terrible 
gale,  the  schooner  he  was  then  sailing  went  to 
pieces,  but  he  and  his  crew  succeeded  in  getting 
off.  Afterward  he  sailed  the  brig  "Scott' '  out  of 
St.  Joseph,  later  had  one  of  Naghten's  brigs,  and 
then  a  Buffalo  steamer  called  the  "Baltic/'  Subse- 
quently he  entered  the  service  of  the  Western 
Transportation  Company  and  sailed  the  "Free 
Trade''  for  a  number  of  years,  and  later  was  Cap- 
tain of  the  "Forest  Queen"  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  was  successively  Captain  of  the  "Montezuma" 
and  the  "Favorite,"  both  built  by  the  old  Chicago 
jewelry  firm  of  Edwards  Bros.,  and  after  that  he 
entered  the  employ  of   the  Goodrich  Transporta- 


tion Company,  with  which  he  remained  actively 
connected,  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  until 
the  time  of  his  death. 

In  1882,  at  the  opening  of  the  season,  Capt.  Na- 
pier was  put  in  command  of  the  "Alpena,"  which^ 
on  the  16th  of  October,  the  same  year,  on  the  trip 
between  Grand  Haven  and  Chicago,  went  down  with 
all  on  board.  A  terrible  gale  set  in  on  Friday 
night,  and  continued  through  Saturday  and  Sun- 
da}^,  carrying  destruction  with  it.  The  citizens  of 
St.  Joseph  were  fearful  that  when  the  storm  sub- 
sided a  dreadful  tale  of  disaster  would  be  told  by 
the  mighty  waters  of  Lake  Michigan.  As  soon  as 
the  storm  ceased  on  Tuesday,  reports  began  to 
come  in  over  the  wires  from  different  points,  tell- 
ing of  the  safety  of  this  or  that  vessel,  or  stating 
that  no  tidings  had  been  received  of  certain  steam- 
ers, and  in  the  last-named  list  the  attention  of  the 
citizens  of  this  section  of  the  State  was  centered 
upon  the  gallant  steamer  "Alpena,"  belonging  to 
the  Goodrich  Transportation  Company,  and  com- 
manded by  the  noble  Capt.  Nelson  W.  Napier. 

On  Monday  afternoon  dispatches  were  received 
stating  that  a  portion  of  the  upper  deck  of  the 
"Alpena"  had  been  found  near  Holland,  also  that 
a  stair-railing  and  pail  marked  "Alpena"  had  been 
discovered  off  Holland.  Still  the  friends  of  those 
on  board  would  not  give  up  hope.  Late  Tuesday 
afternoon,  Mr.  Nye,  of  Holland,  sent  a  message  to 
Supt.  Lawler,  of  St.  Joseph,  that  portions  of  the 
wrecked  steamer  were  fast  coming  to  shore  at  that 
point,  and  requesting  that  if  any  friends  of  those 
on  board  desired  to  come,  they  should  take  the 
7:15  train.  This  telegram  destroyed  the  last  hope. 
Dr.  L.  I.  McLin,  son-in-law  of  the  Captain,  Don 
Morrison  and  Frank  H.  Piatt  took  the  first  train 
to  Holland,  and  the  Captain's  sons  followed  the 
next  day. 

The  "Alpena"  had  left  Grand  Haven  Friday 
evening  about  nine  o'clock  with  a  good  cargo  of 
freight  and  a  crew  and  passenger  list  of  between 
sixty  and  eighty,  and  during  the  fiercest  part  of 
the  storm,  disabled  and  buffeted  by  the  waves, 
she  went  to  pieces  amid  the  wild  waters  not  many 
miles  from  Holland.  It  may  be  su[)[)Osed  that 
the  noble  Captain  was  cool  and  undaunted  in 
the  midst  of  the  horrors  of  the  scene,  ?^nd  that  even 
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at  the  last  his  voice  rang  out  clear  and  calm  above 
the  roar  of  the  tempest.  But  none  from  that  fated 
vessel  ever  lived  to  tell  the  story  of  its  wreck. 
All  found  a  grave  beneath  the  surging  billows  on 
that  dreadful  October  day. 

The  noble  woman  who  for  many  years  was  the 
devoted  helpmate  of  the  Captain,  and  who  now 
resides  in  St.  Joseph,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut 
and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Henrietta  H.  Sco- 
ville.  There  was  a  family  of  nine  children,  of 
whom  four  are  living:  Edward,  Arthur  and  Nel- 
son W.,  who  are  all  sailing  on  the  Lakes;  and  Frank 
L.,  of  St.  Joseph.  The  children  deceased  are:  Jack 
H.;  Addie,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  L.  I. 
McLin,  and  at  her  death  left  one  son,  Hubert; 
Emma,  Elizabeth  and  Emma.  It  will  be  observed 
that  two  of  the  deceased  daughters  were  named  Em- 
ma. In  person,  the  Captain  was  tall  and  well-pro- 
portioned, with  a  kindly,  genial  face,  dark  eyes, 
and  hair  frosted  with  the  snows  of  many  winters — 
a  fine-looking,  well-preserved  man.  He  was  de- 
scended from  a  long  line  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and 
seemed  good  for  many  years  of  contact  with  the 
elements  of  wind  and  wave,  among  which  so  large 
a  part  of  his  busy  life  had  been  spent.  In  his 
long  career  on  the  Lakes,  he  had  many  a  narrow 
escape  from  the  fury  of  the  elements,  but  in  spite 
of  his  frequent  contact  with  the  dangers  of  the 
deep,  he  scarcely  knew  what  danger  was,  and  yet 
he  was  not  of  the  dare-devil,  reckless  sort,  but 
simply  fearless,  though  at  the  same  time  prudent 
and  mindful  of  the  responsibility  which  rested 
upon  him.  Probably  no  better  tribute  could  be 
paid  him  than  those  simple  words  of  his  lake  com- 
panion for  many  years,  "He  was  a  good  man.'* 
Politically,  he  was  a  Republican. 

Frank  L.  Napier,  sOn  of  our  subject.  Clerk  of 
the  city  of  St.  Joseph,  and  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Ber- 
rien County,  is  a  young  man  of  exceptional  abil- 
ity and  great  promise.  He  has  been  a  lifelong 
resident  of  St.  Joseph,  where  he  was  born  on  the 
23d  of  September,  1866.  In  his  childhood  he 
gained  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  city 
schools,  and  later  entered  Olivet  (Mich.)  College, 
where  he  carried  on  his  studies  for  a  period  of 
two  and  one-half  years.  At  the  close  of  his  liter- 
ary studies,  he  entered  upon  a  seafaring  life,  and 


for  a  time  sailed  on  Lakes  Michigan,  Huron,  Su- 
perior and  Erie,  spending  six  j^ears  altogether  in 
this  way.  At  one  time  he  was  wrecked  on  Lake 
Huron,  off  Sioux  River,  on  the  steamer  "Joseph  L. 
Herd,"  and  drifted  for  four  days  and  three  nights 
before  being  rescued.  He  had  received  successive 
promotions  until  he  had  worked  his  way  up  to  the 
position  of  first  mate  on  the  Goodrich  line. 

Retiring  from  the  Lakes,  Mr.  Napier  engaged  in 
the  real-estate  business  at  St.  Joseph.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Rei)ublican  party  he  has  always  taken  a 
prominent  part  in  politics,  and  has  officiated  as 
City  Clerk  for  one  year.  In  1893  he  was  ap- 
pointed Deputy  Sheriff  for  a  period  of  two  years, 
and  is  the  present  incumbent  of  that  office.  So- 
cially, he  is  identified  with  Twin  City  Lodge,  K. 
P.,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  National  Union. 


=^> 


/  OHN  D.  BURY,  deceased,  an  early  pioneer 
and  honored  citizen  of  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  emigrated  from  Canada  with  his  par- 
ents about  1834,  and  located  in  the  then 
wilds  of  the  State,  from  that  time  his  permanent 
home.  His  father,  a  native  of  England,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  profession  of  medicine  in  Ireland  and, 
a  man  of  intelligence  and  marked  ability,  came  to 
America  with  his  wife,  settling  immediately  in 
Pennsylvania.  After  coming  here  he  followed  the 
trade  of  millwright,  but  was  a  resident  of  the  East 
when  our  subject  was  born,  August  18,  1804,  in 
Pennsylvania.  The  mother,  after  a  time  revisiting 
the  home  of  her  childhood,  died  on  the  ocean.  The 
father  married  a  second  time,  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  then  removed  to  Canada,  where  he  passed 
away,  leaving  a  family  of  fourteen  children  by  his 
second  wife.  Mr.  Bury  received  his  education 
in  Canadian  schools  and  there  attained  to  man- 
hood, marrying  Miss  Betty  Green,  who  became  the 
mother  of  three  children:  Freeman  G.,  George  F., 
and  Betty,  who  married  James  Caldwell,  one  of 
the  oldest  settlers  in  the  county,  now  deceased. 
Mrs.  Betty  (Green)  Bury  did  not  survive  her  mar- 
riage many  years,  and  a  second  time  our  subject 
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entered  the  bonds  of  matrimony,  wedding  Miss 
Fannie  Byers,  born  in  Byersville,  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.  She  met  her  husband  while  on  a 
visit  to  relatives  in  Bain  bridge  Township. 

This  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three 
children:  C.  B.,  of  Benton  Township;  John  D.; 
and  Elsie  I.,  who  resides  with  her  mother  in  Ben- 
ton Harbor.  Upon  his  first  arrival  in  the  State  of 
IMichigan  Mr.  Bury  worked  at  his  trade  of  a  car- 
penter in  Mottviile  and  other  places,  and  fii^st  set- 
tled in  St.  Joseph  in  1835.  In  1837  he  located  in 
the  dense  woods  of  Berrien  County,  and  with  en- 
ergy and  determination  cleared  a  part  of  eighty 
acres.  Prospering  through  his  own  unaided  ef- 
forts, he  accumulated  property,  and  at  one  time 
owned  six  hundred  and  forty-four  acres  in  Ben- 
ton Township  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
in  Hagar  Township,  besides  other  tracts  of  land. 
Possessing  excellent  business  ability,  our  subject 
speculated  in  lands  extensively  and  successfully 
and  was  widely  known  as  a  man  of  enterprise  and 
sagacity.  Politically,  he  was  a  strong  Democrat 
and  the  only  one  in  the  township  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  was  one  of  the  chief  organizers  of  the 
township,  and  during  his  long  residence  was  known 
as  a  liberal  and  public-spirited  citizen,  ever  ready 
to  assist  in  matters  of  mutual  welfare,  and  with 
generous  heart  extending  aid  to  those  less  fortun- 
ate than  himself.  His  death  was  a  public  loss  and 
he  was  mourned  by  all  his  fellow-townsmen. 

John  D.  Bury,  youngest  son  of  our  subject,  an 
able  general  agriculturist  and  breeder  of  fine 
horses  of  the  Cleveland  Ba}'  stock,  was  born  in 
1864,  on  the  old  Benton  Township  farm  and  in 
the  house  where  he  now  resides.  He  enjoyed  the 
opportunities  for  a  good  common -school  education 
and  reached  mature  yt?ars  self-reliant  and  energetic. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years,  December  11,  1887,  to  Miss  Annie 
Lynch,  being  then  engaged  in  the  management 
of  the  two  hundred  and  sixty-four  acres  of  the 
family  homestead.  He  now  owns  eighty-four 
acres  of  valuable  land,  one-half  of  wiiich  he  has 
himself  brought  under  cultivation,  and  his  wife 
also  owns  thirtj^-six  acres.  In  1891  Mr.  Bury  first 
gave  a  portion  of  his  time  to  handling  his  magni- 
ficent horse  "Heslington,"  a  Cleveland  Bay,  im- 
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ported  by  Banks  Clauser,  of  La  Porte,  Ind.,  No. 
687 — in  American  books  No.  1348.  Although  much 
occupied  with  business,  our  subject  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons  of 
the  lodge  at  Benton  Harbor.  Like  his  father,  he  is  a 
Democrat  and,  ever  interested  in  local  and  national 
issues,  gives  his  hearty  support  to  the  "Party  of  the 
People.''  One  child,  a  son,  named  in  honor  of  his 
father  and  paternal  grandfather  John  D.,  a  manly 
and  promising  little  boy,  has  brightened  the  pleas- 
ant home,  the  abode  of  hospitality,  within  whose 
walls  have  gathered  many  of  the  old  settlers, 
friends  of  a  lifetime,  tried  and  true.  Mrs.  Bury  is 
a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church  of  Benton  Har- 
bor. 


RLANDO  B.  DICKINSON.  If  there  was  any 
citizen  to  whom  St.  Joseph  was  especially  in- 
debted above  all  others,  we  believe  that  one 
to  be  Mr.  Dickinson,  who  for  many  years  was 
closely  identified  with  its  progress,  and  contrib- 
uted effectively  to  the  development  of  its  inter- 
ests. He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  business 
of  fruit- raising  in  Berrien  County,  and,  realizing 
that  the  soil  here  was  peculiarly  adapted  to  rais- 
ing berries  and  small  fruits,  he  made  this  his 
special  business.  He  planted  the  first  extensive 
vineyard  in  the  city  and  imported  the  first  variety 
of  grapes  (the  Dela wares)  from  the  East. 

Born  in  Hornby,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  July  26, 
1826,  our  subject  was  the  son  of  Hon.  A.  B.  Dick- 
inson, a  prominent  politician  of  New  York,  who 
was  a  delegate  to  the  Chicago  convention  in  1860 
that  nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  for  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  under  his  administration 
served  as  minister  to  Nicaragua.  He  was  the  cotem- 
porary  and  friend  of  Secretary  of  State  Seward, 
Horace  Greelej^  and  Thurlow  Weed,  and  many 
other  famous  men  who  acquired  distinction  dur- 
ing war  times.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Hannah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hopkins,  a  native  of 
New  York.  Orlando  B.  spent  his  boyhood  years 
in  Steuben  County  and  acquired  a  good  common- 
school    and   seminary   education.     At  the  age  of 
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eighteen  he  embarked  in  the  business  of  buying 
and  selling  stock,  and  later  engaged  in  pork-pack- 
ing in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

In  1855,  Mr.  Dickinson  removed  to  Atchison, 
Kan.,  being  among  the  first  to  settle  in  that  place. 
Three  years  later  he  came  to  8t.  Joseph  and  act- 
ively engaged  in  horticultural  pursuits.  Ener- 
getic and  enterprising  in  everything  he  binder- 
took,  he  soon  won  success.  As  above  stated,  he 
planted  the  first  vinej^ard  in  tliis  vicinity  on  prop- 
erty he  purchased  of  B.  C.  Iloyt  near  his  late  res- 
idence. He  also  planted  the  first  **Lawton''  berries 
and  introduced  into  this  section  the  famous  peach 
trees  known  as  "  Hale's  Early."  In  the  spring  of 
1865,  he  sold  his  property  in  St.  Joseph,  and  in 
1867  removed  to  Chicago,  where,  in  connection 
with  J.  Witherell,  formerly  of  8t.  Joseph,  he  did  a 
large  warehouse  business,  and  subsequently  es- 
tablished the  large  and  well-known  house  of  Dick- 
inson, Abel  &  Co. 

On  account  of  failing  health,  Mr.  Dickinson  re- 
turned to  St.  Joseph  in  1882,  and  here  remained 
until  his  death,  October  12,  1883.  His  late  home 
was  purchased  in  1878  and  elegantly  fitted  up  as  a 
fruit  farm  and  summer  residence  for  himself  and 
his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and  two  daugh- 
ters. On  the  28th  of  May,  1849,  he  married  Miss 
Lucy  M.  Collins,  who  was  born  in  Ravenna,  Ohio, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Lyman  and  Harriet 
(Whittlesey)  Collins,  early  settlers  of  8t.  Joseph. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Dickinson,  Hon. 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  was  Second  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  under  the  administration  of  President 
Pierce,  and  for  a  time  resided  in  Washington,  D. 
C.  Later  he  returned  to  Ohio,  was  subsequently 
elected  to  Congress  for  several  terms,  and  dur- 
ing the  administration  of  President  Lincoln  was 
again  appointed  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treas- 
ury, which  position  he  filled  until  his  death.  The 
Collins  family  originated  in  Ireland,  while  the 
Whittleseys  came  from  England.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dickinson  were  the  parents  of  two  daughters: 
A  nor,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Husted,  of  Chicago;  and  Har- 
riet C,  wife  of  William  E.  Fry,  who  resides  in 
Sherrill,  Ark. 

Although  M.  Dickinson  had  been  in  poor  health 
for  some  time  prior  to  his  demise,  yet  Uis  dep-tb 


was  sudden.  On  the  morning  of  the  day  he  died 
he  was  at  his  barn  giving  directions,  when  one  of 
the  house  girls,  who  at  the  time  was  there,  turned 
to  look  as  she  heard  him  speak  and  saw  that  he  had 
fainted  and  fallen.  Pliysicians  were  summoned, 
but  human  efforts  were  unavailing.  Mr.  Dickin- 
son remained  insensible,  and  died  without  recov- 
ering consciousness,  except  for  a  moment,  when 
he  vainly  attemi)ted  to  speak  to  his  wife.  The 
entire  community  mourned  the  loss  of  a  genial 
and  generous  friend,  and  the  family  was  bereft  of 
a  considerate  husband  and  indulgent  father. 


TH*>t^t» 


"^  ACOB  E.  MILLER,  a  retired  farmer  residing 
in  Buchanan,  was  born  in  Franklin  County, 
Ohio,  near  the  city  of  Columbus,  January 
1,  1824.  His  father.  Rev.  Adam  Miller, 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  was  reared  in 
that  State,  being  at  an  early  age  initiated  into  the 
duties  of  agriculture,  which  he  followed  through- 
out life.  From  his  German  ancestors  he  inherited 
the  traits  of  industr^^  perseverance  and  thrift,  so 
characteristic  of  the  people  of  that  nationality. 
He  was  an  honorable,  upright  man,  of  a  deeply 
religious  nature  and  devoted  to  the  cause  of 
Christianity.  A  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  he  labored  for  years  as  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel  and  often  traveled  on  horseback  for  miles 
in  order  to  meet  an  appointment  for  preaching, 
although  he  never  received  any  recompense  for 
his  services,  other  than  the  consciousness  of  having 
done  good. 

On  his  mother's  side  our  subject  is  of  Scotch 
descent.  She  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
bore  the  maiden  nan)e  of  Sarah  Prior.  After  her 
marriage,  which  took  place  in  Pennsylvanin,  she 
located  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  on  a  farm  and 
resided  there  for  some  time.  The  family  came  to 
Michigan  in  1830  and  located  in  Cass  County, 
where  Mr.  Miller  pre-empted  some  Government 
land  in  Ontwa  Township,  and  at  once  commenced 
the  work  of  clearing  and  cultivating  the  farm. 
He    was  a  pioneer    preacher   of  that   county   an€( 
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was  liighly  regarded  by  his  fellow-citizens.  His 
death  occurred  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  in  St. 
Josepli  County,  Ind.  He  had  been  twice  mar- 
ried, and  by  his  first  union  had  one  daughter,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Snyder,  who  is  now  advanced  in  years  and 
makes  lier  home  in  Ohio.  Of  the  second  marriage 
eleven  children  were  born,  our  subject  being  the 
ninth  in  order  of  birth. 

When  about  seven  years  old,  Jacob  E.  Miller 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Cass  County,  Mich., 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  Prior  to  removing 
hither,  he  had  gained  the  rudiments  of  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Ohio,  and  after  settling  in 
Cass  County  he  attended  the  primitive  schools 
held  in  log  houses.  The  building  in  which  he  was 
initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  the  "three  R's'' 
was  rudely  constructed  of  logs;  the  floor  was 
of  puncheon,  and  the  chimney  of  sticks  and  mud. 
Pegs  were  driven  into  holes  cut  in  the  logs  at  one 
end  of  the  building,  and  upon  them  was  placed  a 
board  which  served  the  purpose  of  a  writing-desk 
for  the  older  pu[)ils.  The  method  of  instruction 
was  as  primitive  as  the  furnishings  of  the  build- 
ing, and  the  teacher  was  usually  a  man  more  re- 
nowned for  his  physical  strength  and  prowess 
than  for  his  learning. 

Amid  such  surroundings  as  these  Mr.  Miller 
gained  his  schooling,  but  as  he  is  a  man  of  close 
observation  and  accustomed  to  read  extensively, 
he  has  gained  a  broad  knowledge  of  the  world 
and  the  important  issues  of  the  present  day.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  established  a  home 
of  liis  own.  He  had  more  courage  than  money, 
and  had  his  life  been  at  stake  he  would  have 
been  unable  to  raise  $25.  Locating  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Ind.,  he  rented  a  farm,  which  he  operated 
for  three  years.  He  then  bought  forty  acres,  paying 
$55  down  and  going  in  debt  for  the  balance, 
amounting  to  $175.  Three  years  later  he  bought 
forty  acres  additional  in  St.  Joseph  County,  pay- 
ing $75  cash  for  the  land.  His  next  purchase  was 
eighty  acres,  for  which  he  paid  1300,  and  which 
was  situated  in  Cass  County,  near  the  other  land 
owned  by  him. 

Although  he  had  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted 
prosperity  in  his  farming  pursuits,  Mr.  Miller  was 
seized  with  the  Western  fever  and  made  arrange- 


ments to  move  into  one  of  the  new  States,  but 
was  prevented  by  circumstances  from  going  in 
the  summer  of  1855,  as  he  originally  planned.  In- 
stead of  so  doing,  he  purchased  forty  acres  ad- 
joining his  eighty-acre  tract  and  made  his  home 
on  that  place  for  one  year.  He  then  took  the 
long-delayed  visit  to  the  West,  traveling  through 
the  States  of  Illinois  and  Iowa,  but  he  found 
nothing  to  suit  him,  and  accordingly  returned 
to  Michigan,  satisfied  to  remain  in  this  State. 
Shortly  afterward,  he  came  to  Berrien  County  and 
bought  a  farm  consisting  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Buchanan  Township.  For  this  he 
paid  $2,000  in  cash  and  gave  his  note  for  the  bal- 
ance, $700.  The  property  is  located  on  sections 
14  and  15,  and  through  Mr.  Miller's  efforts  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  were  improved. 

In  1881  Mr.  Miller  moved  to  Weesaw  Township, 
Berrien  County,  where  he  purchased  a  forty-acre 
farm  for  $2,700.  He  resided  there  until  after  his 
wife's  death,  when  he  and  his  daughter  came  to 
Buchanan.  He  had  lived  here  but  a  short  time 
when  his  daughter's  dress  caught  on  fire  and  she 
was  so  severely  burned  that  she  suffered  untold 
agony  until  death  came  to  her  relief.  Four  days 
later  Mr.  Miller's  son  Union  died,  and  his  widow 
is  now  keeping  house  for  our  subject.  The  wife 
of  our  subject,  Sarah  (Blackford)  Miller,  was  born 
in  Warren  County,  Ohio,  December  20,  1822,  and 
died  in  1892,  after  having  become  the  mother  of 
six  sons  and  five  daughters.  They  are  as  follows; 
Anson,  born  August  16,  1842;  Clara,  September 
25,  1844;  William  P.,  August  16,  1846;  Sarah  E., 
February  11,  1849;  James  J.,  April  1,  1852;  Nancy 
A.,  June  2,  1854;  Adoniram  J.,  November  29, 
1856;  Margaret  E.,  May  2,  1859;  Union,  April  25, 
1861;  Alta  M.,  October  6,  1863;  and  Jacob  E., 
May  12,  1866.  All  are  deceased  with  the  excep- 
tion of  William,  who  resides  in  Buchanan;  James 
J.,  a  resident  of  Buchanan  Township;  Margaret 
E.,  of  Rogers  Park,  Chicago;  and  Jacob  E.,  who 
also  makes  his  home  at  Rogers  Park. 

In  his  undertakings  Mr.  Miller  has  been  so 
highly  prospered  that  he  is  now  the  owner  of 
eight  hundred  acres  in  Berrien  County.  He  has 
always  been  deeply  interested  in  religious  enter- 
prises and  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Christian 


338 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Church,  with  which  has  been  identified  for  forty- 
six  years.  He  has  served  as  an  Elder  for  fifteen 
years  and  is  now  fillinfir  that  position  in  the  church 
at  Buchanan.  He  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  the  Weesaw  church,  which  he  was  instru- 
mental in  organizing  ^ve  years  after  he  located 
there.  He  and  his  two  daughters  were  the  onl}^ 
members  of  that  denomination  in  the  community, 
but  after  holding  a  meeting  of  six  weeks'  dura- 
tion, with  Rev.  L.  W.  Spade  as  the  evangelist,  a 
church  composed  of  seventy-six  members  was  or- 
ganized. Most  of  the  expense  connected  with 
this  revival  was  borne  by  Mr.  Miller,  who  also 
contributed  with  the  utmost  liberalit}^  to  the  erec- 
tion of  a  suitable  edifice,  which  cost  $1,400.  For 
forty  years  or  more  Mr.  Miller  has  been  a  strong 
Prohibitionist  and  not  only  does  not  use  tobacco 
in  any  form,  but  also  abstains  from  the  use  of 
either  tea  or  coffee.  He  is  a  remarkably  well-pre- 
served man,  and  although  advanced  in  years,  is 
hale  and  rugged  and  in  full  possession  of  his 
mental  faculties. 

Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  marriage  June  6, 
1893,  to  Mrs.  Mary  (Grant)  Glover,  the  widow  of 
James  Glover.  Mrs.  Miller  was  born  near  Au- 
gusta, Me,,  her  parents  being  pioneers  of  that 
section,  they  having  taken  up  Government  land 
in  that  State.  Her  father,  Joshua  Grant,  was  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  her  mother,  Mary 
Whitehouse,  was  a  native  of  the  same  State.  «Joshua 
Grant  served  in  the  War  of  1812  and  also  in  the 
late  war. 


-^^+^P-= 


JOHN  M.  ROE,  M.  D.  The  name  of  this  gen- 
tleman is  familiar  to  the  citizens  through- 
out Berrien  County  and  to  the  medical  fra- 
ternity of  the  State.  As  a  successful  prac- 
titioner he  lias  become  well  known,  and  while  his 
office  is  located  in  Buchanan,  his  practice  is  by  no 
means  limited  to  that  village,  but  extends  through- 
out the  surrounding  country.  In  the  diagnosis  of 
cases  he  is  prompt  and  accurate,  and  his  patients 
place  implicit  confidence   in   his  judgment  and 


skill.  As  a  citizen,  he  is  public-spirited  and  enter- 
prising, and  an 3^  measure  which  has  for  its  object 
the  progress  of  the  city  or  the  welfare  of  its  peo- 
ple is  sure  of  his  support. 

A  native  of  Indiana,  Dr.  Roe  was  born  in  llenr}^ 
County  on  the  6th  of  September,  1824,  and  is  the 
third  child  in  the  family  of  P^li  and  Margaret  Roe, 
of  whom  further  mention  will  be  found  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.  At  the  age  of  six  years  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind., 
where  his  studies  were  prosecuted  in  a  private 
school  and  afterward  carried  on  for  three  months 
each  3* ear  in  the  district  school.  However,  his 
time  was  principally  occupied  in  assisting  his 
father  in  the  labor  of  cultivating  and  improving 
the  home  farm,  and  he  gained  a  good  idea  of  the 
work  incident  to  carrying  on  a  farm  when  he  was 
quite  young. 

At  the  age  of  twenty,  our  subject  commenced  in 
life  for  himself,  at  which  time  he  accepted  a  posi- 
tion as  teacher  in  a  district  school  near  his  home. 
In  that  way  he  earned  sufficient  money  to  pay  his 
tuition  at  the  South  Bend  Academy,  where  he 
pursued  his  literary  studies  for  one  term.  His 
medical  studies  were  commenced  under  the  pie- 
ceptorship  of  Dr.  Dayton,  of  South  Bend,  in 
whose  office  he  remained  about  two  years.  Later 
he  took  one  course  of  lectures  in  the  Indiana 
Medical  College  at  I.aPorte,  and  after  completing 
his  medical  studies  opened  an  office  at  Goshen, 
Ind.,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  Thence 
he  came  to  Buchanan  in  1851,  and  now  enjoys  the 
distinction  of  being  the  oldest  resident  physician 
in  the  village.  There  are  now  only  four  men  liv- 
ing here  who  were  residents  of  the  place  at  the 
time  of  his  arrival. 

In  South  Bend,  Ind.,  in  1848,  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  Dr.  Roe  to  Miss  Philenia  Chipman,  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Holton  Chipman. 
They  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  Lillia  K.  is  the  wife  of  E. 
H.  Clark,  and  resides  in  Buchanan;  Alison  C.  is  a 
graduate  of  the  law  department  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity at  Ann  Arbor,  and  is  now  conducting  a 
rapidly  increasing  practice  in  Buchanan;  IjennieL. 
died  in  Florida  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven.  The 
Doctor  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian 
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Church,  ill  which  he  is  serving  as  Trustee.  So- 
cially, he  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  although  not  at  i)resent  actively 
connected  with  any  lodge.  At  one  time  he  was  a 
radical  Republican,  but  liis  political  views  under- 
went considerable  change  and  he  became  a  Green- 
backer,  and  now  works  with  tiie  People's  party. 
He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, and  has  officiated  as  its  President. 


ON.  R08C0E  D.  DIX,  President  of  Ber- 
rien Springs  and  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Dix  Sz  Wilkinson,  proprietors  of 
'jj  the  P^xchange  Bank  and  also  dealers  in 
real  estate,  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
on  the  11th  of  June,  1839.  He  is  the  grandson 
of  Leonard  Dix,  who  was  of  English  stock,  and  of 
Nathan  Rudd,  a  pioneer  of  Connecticut.  His  fa- 
ther, Dexter  O.,  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  in  1852 
moved  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  locating  in 
Bainbridf>e  and  engaging  in  farming  pursuits  there 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1880.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  E.  Rudd,  and 
who  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  survived  him 
for  a  number  of  years,  passing  away  in  1889. 

The  second  in  a  famil}^  of  four  children,  the 
subject  of  this  notice  passed  his  early  childhood 
years  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  laid  the 
foundation  of  liis  education  in  the  common  schools. 
After  coming  to  Michigan  he  entered  Albion  Col- 
lege, where  he  was  conducting  his  studies  at  the 
time  tlie  Civil  War  broke  out.  Witli  characteris- 
tic enthusiasm  and  ardor,  he  enlisted  as  a  member 
of  Company  K,  Second  Michigan  Infantry.  Col. 
I.  B.  Richardson  commanding.  In  April,  1861,  his 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  l*oto- 
mac,  and  was  in  the  Third  Army  Corps,  but  later 
became  a  part  of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps.  At  the 
battle  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  on  the  24th  of  No- 
vember, 1863,  he  was  wounded  in  the  hip  and 
taken  prisoner,  but  was  exchanged.  He  was  taken 
to  Knoxville    Hospital,  and    transferred  later    to 


St.  Mary's  Hospital,  at  Detroit,  Mich.  On  the 
25th  of  May,  1864,  he  was  honorably  discharged 
on  account  of  injuries  received  in  the  service, 
which  incapacitated  him  for  further  action. 

Returning  to  his  home,  Mr.  Dix  was  in  Novem- 
ber, 1864,  elected  Register  of  Deeds  of  Berrien 
County,  and  served  in  that  position  for  three 
successive  terras,  or  for  six  years.  He  was  again 
elected  in  1874  for  a  two-year  term,  serving  alto- 
gether eight  years.  He  was  elected  Commissioner 
of  State  Lands  in  1886,  and  filled  that  position 
for  two  terms  of  two  years  each.  For  four  suc- 
cessive terms  he  served  as  President  of  the  vil- 
lage. A  Republican  in  politics,  he  is  less  a  parti- 
san than  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  it  is  his 
aim  not  to  labor  solely  for  party  aggrandizement, 
but  rather  to  give  his  best  efforts  to  the  promo- 
tion of  the  welfare  of  the  people  and  the  commu- 
nity, irresi)ective  of  politics. 

January  2,  1867,  Mr.  Dix  married  Miss  Vir- 
ginia M.,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Philip  Kephart, 
of  Berrien  Springs.  They  have  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Roscoe  A.,  who  died  October 
26,  1892,  aged  twenty-three  years;  Winfred  K., 
aged  twenty-one  years;  Kittie  M.,  a  school  girl  of 
eleven  3^ears;  and  Philip,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Winfred  K.  and  Kittie  M.  are  both  at  home.  Fra- 
ternally, Mr.  Dix  is  a  member  of  Western  Star 
Lodge  No.  39,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  and  Niles  Chapter 
and  Commandery  No.  12,  K.  T.  He  is  also  identi- 
fied with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen 
and  Kilpatrick  Post  No.  39,  G.  A.  R.,  being  at 
present  the  Commander  of  the  post. 


SS-^-f^M^^^^ 


~o^z 


\fj    L.  JOHNSON.     Among  the  sons    of  Ohio 


who  have  brought  with  them  to  this  State 
the  sturdy  habits  of  independence,  integrity 


1 

(j^^  and  industry  which  have  ever  marked  the 
native  Oh  loan,  we  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  name 
Mr.  Johnson,  whose  beautiful  farm  is  to  be  found 
just  east  of  the  city  of  Benton  Harbor.  This 
estate  has  every  indication  of  order  and  thrift, 
and    success    has   crowned    his    efforts,   for    it    is 
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considered  one  of  the  finest  places  in  the  township. 
Mr.  Johnson  was  born  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio, 
in  1823,  and  came  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  with 
his  parents,  Benjamin  and  Margaret  (Murphy) 
Johnson,  at  an  early  date.  Both  parents  were  na- 
tives of  Maryland,  and  they  were  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Berrien  County,  locating  in  St.  Joseph, 
wliere  thej^  resided  two  years.  From  there  they 
moved  to  the  farm  just  north  of  where  our  subject 
now  resides,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of 
their  days.  Their  children,  six  in  number,  were 
in  order  of  their  births  as  follows:  J.  L.,  our 
subject;  Byron,  of  Chicago;  Julia,  who  died,  leav- 
ing a  son,  Joseph  Pearl;  Lucy  A.,  wife  of  John 
Wilkinson,  of  St.  Joseph;  Benjamin;  and  Drusilla, 
wife  of  Thomas  Walker,  of  the  Lake  View  Hotel 
in  St.  Joseph. 

The  original  of  this  notice  grew  to  manhood  in 
Berrien  County,  and  received  a  good  practical 
education  in  the  common  schools.  Trained  to  the 
arduous  duties  of  the  farm  from  early  boyhood,  he 
followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  progenitors  and 
also  became  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  He  selected  his 
wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Jennie  Smith,  whose 
father,  Joseph  Smith,  was  one  of  the  very  first  set- 
tlers of  the  county.  Subsequently  Mr.  Johnson 
moved  to  his  farm  of  .eighty  acres,  which  was  then 
a  dense  forest,  and  which  he  succeeded  in  clearing 
after  years  of  hard  work.  Aside  from  this  he  has 
cleared  forty  acres  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  from 
wliere  he  now  resides,  and  everything  about  his 
place  indicates  him  to  be  a  man  of  push  and  per- 
severance. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  had  no  children  of 
their  own,  but  they  have  reared  and  educated  two, 
Eugene  Barrows  and  Joseph  F.  Pearl.  The  latter, 
Mr.  Johnson's  nephew,  is  now  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Howard  &  Pearl,  druggists  of  St.  Joseph, 
and  a  very  successful  young  business  man.  The 
political  sympathies  of  Mr.  Johnson  have  brought 
him  in  line  with  the  Republican  party  and  in 
public  movements  he  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest. 
Socially,  he  was  one  of  the  old  members  of 
the  Masonic  order  of  St.  Joseph,  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
a  member  of  the  Benton  Harbor  Grange.  Mr. 
Johnson  has  ever  been  interested  in  educational 


matters  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  in  the  district  where  he  makes  his  home.  He 
and  his  excellent  wife,  who  is  a  most  worthy  mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopal  Church,  are  well  known  in  the 
county  and  are  highly  esteemed  by  all.  Although 
not  connected  with  an 3^  church  organization,  Mr. 
Johnson  recognizes  the  breadth  of  good  accom- 
plished therein  and  has  alwaj^s  been  a  liberal  con- 
tributor towards  the  support  of  the  Gospel  teach- 
ings. 


R.  F.  H.  ESSIG,  dental  surgeon,  although 
yet  in  early  manhood  and  one  of  the 
youngest  practitioners  of  his  profession 
in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is  thoroughly  at 
home  in  all  the  details  of  his  work  and  enjoys  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice  in  Dowagiac.  Dr. 
Essig  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  and  was 
born  in  Ravenna,  upon  the  13th  of  June,  1865. 
His  parents  were  George  W.  and  Fidelia  (Gilbert) 
Essig,  who  for  many  years  were  among  the  well- 
known  and  highly  respected  residents  of  Ohio. 
The  Essigs  are  an  old  Pennsylvania  family,  and  in 
the  Quaker  State  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
reared  and  educated.  The  Gilberts  were  of  New 
England  ancestry,  the  forefathers  of  the  mother 
having  for  many  generations  past  been  numbered 
among  the  sturdy,  self-reliant  and  intelligent  citi- 
zens of  Connecticut.  The  father  and  mother  of 
Dr.  Essig  trained  their  children  up  to  habits  of  in- 
dustrious thrift  and  gave  to  the  sons  and  daughters 
of  the  household  every  possible  advantage  for  an 
extended  education. 

Having  faithfully  completed  his  school  course, 
our  subject  decided  to  follow  the  example  of  an 
elder  brother,  and  at  once  began  the  study  of  his 
profession.  Young  in  years,  he  was  guided  by  his 
brother,  an  expert  in  dentistry,  and  under  his  able 
instruction  pursued  his  dental  studies.  Dr.  Essig 
later  enjoyed  a  thorough  course  in  Ann  Arbor, 
Mich.,  and  in  1888  graduated  in  dental  surgery. 
He  came  to  Dowagiac  in  the  same  year  and  estab- 
lished himself  in  his  chosen  profession.  It  was  but 
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a  brief  time  before  be  received  encouraging  pat- 
ronage and  he  has  from  the  first  steadily  won  his 
way  upward  to  his  present  extensive  and  rapidly 
increasing  practice.  Dr.  Essig  is  not  only  known 
as  a  dentist  of  superior  ability,  but  is  esteemed  as 
a  liberal-spirited  and  progressive  citizen,  whose 
public  work  and  influence  are  ever  cast  in  behalf  of 
the  best  interests  of  his  home  locality.  Thoroughly 
appreciating  the  advantages  of  educational  prog- 
ress and  local  enterprises  and  improvements,  our 
subject  cannot  fail  to  become  one  of  the  important 
factors  in  the  future  development  of  Cass  County. 
Upon  September  25,  1890,  F.  H.  Essig  and  Miss 
Norah  Day  were  united  in  marriage,  carrying  into 
their  new  life  the  best  wishes  and  congratulations 
of  a  host  of  sincere  friends.  Mrs.  Essig  is  the 
daughter  of  J.  J.  Day,  of  Dowagiac,  an  esteemed 
and  long-time  citizen  of  the  town.  Our  subject 
and  his  estimable  wife  are  active  in  the  social  life 
and  benevolent  work  of  their  locality  and  occupy 
a  position  of  usefulness  and  influence. 


^>-^¥-<m=^- 


BRAM  C.  PENNELL.  Few  of  the  pio- 
neer settlers  of  Berrien  County  survive  to 
narrate  the  story  of  hardships  encoun- 
tered, vast  tracts  of  land  cleared  and  vic- 
tories gained.  The  majority  of  those  who  served 
as  forerunners  of  an  advancing  civilization  have 
closed  their  eyes  upon  the  scenes  of  earth,  and 
now  live  only  in  the  memories  of  their  descend- 
ants, who  owe  to  them  a  debt  of  gratitude  that  can 
never  be  repaid.  A  few  pioneers,  however,  re- 
main to  enjoy  the  comforts  and  luxuries  they  have 
been  instrumental  in  securing,  and  among  this 
number  no  one  is  more  deserving  of  the  tribute  of 
respect  and  admiration  than  the  gentleman  with 
whose  name  we  introduce  this  sketch. 

A  native  of  New  York  State,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born  in  the  town  of  Sempronius,  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  6th  of  January,  1815.  His 
parents,  Aaron  and  Sally  (Case)  Pennell,  weie  na- 
tives of  New  York,  where  they  passed  their  en- 
tire   lives.     The}^   became  the   parents  of  a  large 


family  of  children,  as  follows:  Robert  Zebina; 
Pamela,  wife  of  Asa  Caldwell;  Lydia  C,  Mrs. 
Daniel  Ammerman;  Aaron;  Union;  Daniel,  whose 
home  is  in  Texas;  Margaret,  Mrs.  Selim  Hines; 
Abram  C,  ol  this  sketch;  Bradley  M.;  Comfort,  a 
resident  of  Berrien  Springs;  and  Benjamin  F.,who 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Brown  County,  S.  Dak. 
All  are  deceased  with  the  exception  of  Pamela, 
Daniel,  Abram  C.  and  Comfort. 

In  Cayuga  Count}^  Abram  C.  Pennell  passed  his 
boyhood  years,  attending  school  during  the  win- 
ter seasons  and  aiding  his  father  on  the  farm  dur- 
ing the  summer.  In  1848  he  came  to  Berrien 
County,  where  he  first  located  in  Lake  Township, 
and  later  conducted  farming  operations  in  Oro- 
noko  Township.  In  1876  he  removed  to  Berrien 
Township,  where  he  is  still  the  owner  of  a  finely- 
improved  place,  comprising  three  hundred  and 
seven t3^-eight  acres,  and  embellished  with  a  good 
class  of  farm  buildings  adapted  to  their  various 
uses.  While  he  devoted  his  attention  principally 
to  general  farming,  he  also  was  largely  interested 
in  stock-raising  and  made  a  specialt^^  of  raising 
sheep.  His  sons  now  occupy  the  old  homestead, 
and  under  their  management  it  retains  its  rank  as 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Pennell  took  place  in  1837 
and  united  him  with  Miss  Elizabeth  B.  Smith. 
Five  children  have  blessed  the  union,  namely: 
Harriett  J.;  Byron,  who  is  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion; Edgar  S.  and  R.  Smith,  who  cultivate  the 
old  home  farm;  and  Laura,  who  is  the  wife  of 
William  B.  Storick,  a  resident  farmer  of  Oronoko 
Township.  Mrs.  Pennell  is  the  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard and  Ruth  (Wyant)  Smith.  Her  grandfather, 
Joseph  Smith,  was  born  in  Middletown,  Conn., 
on  the  7th  of  May,  1745,  and  died  August  11, 
1817.  Her  maternal  grandparents  were  Michael 
and  Hannah  (Tooker)  Wyant,  natives  of  New 
England.  Richard  Smith  was  born  in  Durham, 
Conn.,  March  14,  1781,  and  unto  him  and  his 
wife,  Ruth,  were  born  the  foHowing  children: 
Edgar,  formerly  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
but  now  deceased;  Amanda,  who  married  Truman 
Brown  and  is  now  deceased;  Charles  A.,  who  died 
in  Berrien  Springs;  Elizabeth  B.,  Mrs.  Pennell; 
Caroline  W.,  who  married  Bradley  Pennell;  Martha 
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W.,  wife  of  Walter  W.  White,  of  New  York;  Mary 
R.,  who  married  Hiram  Buck  (deceased);  and  Helen 
M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Wesley  Ingley,  of  Locke, 
N.  Y. 

Of  unwavering  religious  belief,  Mrs.  Pen n ell 
has  long  been  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church 
as  a  faithful  member  and  active  worker.  They 
are  generous  in  their  contributions  to  the  support 
of  that  denomination,  and  also  give  liberally  to 
all  enterprises  calculated  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  the  people,  morally  or  religiously.  Their  at- 
tractive and  comfortable  residence  is  located  in 
one  of  the  most  pleasant  parts  of  Berrien  Springs. 
•The  competency  which  Mr.  Pennell  has  accumu- 
lated and  the  landed  possessions  he  has  gained 
represent  the  result  of  his  well-directed  efforts 
through  years  gone  by,  and  no  one  is  more  de- 
serving of  success  than  he.  Of  more  than  ordi- 
nary intelligence  and  observation,  he  has  long 
been  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  county,  and 
his  name  is  entitled  to  perpetuation  among  those 
of  other  pioneers. 


^.,  BIJAH  BIRDSEY.  While  a  majority  of  the 
yJl  farms  of  St.  Joseph  Township,  Berrien 
(i  County,  are  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of 
fruit,  there  are  also  a  number  of  estates 
upon  which  an  extensive  general  faiming  and 
stock-raising  business  is  conducted,  and  one  of 
these  is  the  tract  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres 
located  on  section  1.  Mr.  Birdsey,  the  owner 
of  this  valuable  place,  is  a  practical  and  progressive 
agriculturist,  through  whose  efforts  the  land  has 
been  cleared,  placed  under  excellent  cultivation, 
and  embellished  with  all  the  necessary  equipments 
in  the  way  of  machinery  and  buildings. 

In  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  the  subject  of  this 
notice  was  born  May  7,  1819.  His  parents,  Philo 
and  Emma  (Watkins)  Birdsey,  were  natives  of 
Connecticut,  where  they  were  born  and  reared  and 
married.  P^or  a  time  the  father  followed  his 
occupation  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner  in  Connecti- 


cut, but  subsequently  removed  to  Seneca  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  from  there  to  Wayne  County,  the  same 
State,  where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until 
his  death.  Two  of  his  five  children  are  now  living: 
Abijah  and  Mariette,  the  latter  being  the  widow 
of  Sylvester  Griswold  and  a  resident  of  Hillsdale 
County,  Mich.  The  senior  Mr.  Birdsey  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  a 
man  of  devout  Christian  life.  Politically,  he 
affiliated  with  the  Whigs. 

Accompan3ang  his  parents  to  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  his  childhood,  our  subject  was  there  reared 
to  maturity.  October  2, 1840,  in  Wayne  County, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane  Ann 
Curtis,  who  died  in  1875.  They  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  of  whom  we  note  the  following: 
George  W.  enlisted  in  defense  of  the  Union  during 
the  late  war  and  starved  to  death  in  Libby  Prison; 
Phoebe  Ann  is  the  wife  of  Lucius  Vasy ;  La  Fayette 
resides  at  Benton  Harbor,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
the  livery  business;  Sarah  married  Charles  Bort,  a 
painter  residing  in  St.  Joseph,  and  a  veteran  of  the 
late  war;  Lillie  is  the  wife  of  William  Howland,a 
policeman  of  St.  Joseph;  and  Adelbert  lives  with 
his  father. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Birdsey  located  in  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  farming  there  un- 
til the  year  1853,  when  he  came  to  Berrien  County 
and  located  upon  his  present  farm.  It  was  then 
only  partiall}^  cleared,  and  the  surrounding  coun- 
try was  in  its  primeval  condition.  Mr.  Birdsey, 
however,  possessed  the  endurance  of  the  pioneer, 
and  it  was  not  long  before  he  had  materially 
changed  the  condition  of  the  place.  The  improve- 
ments now  noticeable  are  mainly  the  work  of  his 
hands  and  the  result  of  his  energetic  efforts.  The 
residence  is  a  comfortable  and  commodious  struc- 
ture, conveniently  arranged  and  cozily  furnished. 
The  lady  who  presides  with  gracious  dignity  over 
this  pleasant  rural  abode  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Matilda  Wittaker,  and  became  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Birdsey  in  1876. 

As  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Berrien  County 
and  one  of  its  most  enterprising  residents,  Mr. 
Birdsey  occupies  a  high  place  in  the  regard  of  his 
fellow-men.  During  the  late  war  he  was  drafted 
into  the  service,  but  was  not  accepted  on  account 
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of  his  ai^e.  However,  his  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  on  behalf  of  the  Union  and  he  aided  in 
ever}^  way  possible  the  cause  so  dear  to  every 
patriotic    heart.     Politically,   he  is   a    Republican. 


iN^^^^I 


^•J**5**$*^l 


,EV.  JOSEPH  S.  GRAVES.  Fifty  years 
have  come  and  gone  since  this  gentleman 
entered  the  ministry  of  the  Congrega- 
^j  tional  Church.  During  nearly  all  these 
years  he  proclaimed  the  Gospel  story,  and  told  it 
with  a  simplicity  and  a  power  that  were  irresisti- 
ble, as  thousands  still  living  can  testify.  He  was 
well  fitted  in  mind  and  body  for  pioneer  service 
in  the  cause  of  religion,  blazing  the  way  for  others 
and  enduring  hardships  as  a  true  soldier  of  Jesus 
Christ.  His  sermons  were  full  of  an  unction  that 
stirred  his  hearers  to  the  depths  of  their  souls.  His 
appeals  were  often  overpowering  in  tlieir  earnest- 
ness. Though  he  has  now  retired  from  the  minis- 
try, his  life  speaks,  more  eloquently  in  behalf  of 
Christianity  than  even  his  words  could  do,  power- 
ful and  beautiful  as  they  were. 

It  cannot  be  out  of  place  in  this  connection  to 
mention  facts  of  interest  in  the  life  of  this  pio- 
neer preacher.  He  was  born  at  Hartford,  Conn., 
m  1814.  His  parents  were  Jeremiah  and  Mary  N. 
(Spencer)  Graves,  natives  respectively  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Hartford,  Conn.  Prior  to  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  resided  in  Connecticut,  where  he  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education  in  the  primi- 
tive ''temples  of  learning''  common  in  that  day. 
In  1831  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Illinois,  and 
three  years  later  he  entered  the  Illinois  College, 
located  at  Jacksonville,  graduating  from  that  insti- 
tution in  1839.  Later  he  became  a  student  in  the 
Lane  Theological  Seminary  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
studying  under  the  famous  Lyman  Beecher,  and 
graduating  from  the  seminary  in  1842. 

After  having  been  ordained  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel  in  1843,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Graves  accepted  the 
pastorate  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Wood- 
burn,  III.  Five  yeai-s  later  he  became  pastor  of  a 
church  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  for 


two  years.  Thence  he  removed  to  Aurora,  Port- 
age County,  Ohio,  and  for  sixteen  years  he  oc- 
cupied a  prominent  position  among  the  clergy  of 
that  cit}^  In  1866  he  located  in  Roscoe,  111.,  where 
he  remained  for  six  years.  His  next  home  was  in 
Jackson  County,  Iowa,  where  he  resided  for  three 
years.  While  in  that  place  he  retired  from  active 
connection  with  the  ministry,  to  which  his  entire 
active  life  had  previously  been  devoted.  In  1875 
he  came  to  Niles  and  has  since  resided  in  this  city. 
Since  coming  here,  he  has  held  the  same  devoted 
attachment  to  the  city,  and  whatever  contributes 
to  her  growth  he  is  ready  to  espouse.  Politically, 
he  is  a  Republican,  but  is  not  active  in  the  party. 
In  1842  Rev.  Mr.  Graves  married  Miss  Frances 
Kemper,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  who  died  in  1853. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  viz.: 
Mary  E.,  wife  of  Charles  Osborne,  of  Niles;  Anna 
Belle,  and  Frank  K.,  deceased.  The  second  mar- 
riage of  Rev.  Mr.  Graves  occurred  in  1854,  and 
united  him  with  Miss  Anna  Boyee,  a  native  of 
Massachusetts.  This  union  has  been  blessed  by 
two  children:  Henry  D.  and  Ilattie  L.,  the  latter 
being  the  wife  of  Frank  Morris,  of  Niles. 


JOHN  D.  SCRIMGER,  who  is  engaged  in  a 
real-estate,  loan  and  insurance  business  in 
Benton  Harbor,  and  who  is  passenger  ticket 
agent  for  trans-Atlantic  steamship  lines  and 
trunk  line  railroads,  is  a  man  of  the  highest  busi- 
ness capacity  and  honored  in  ail  circles  of  society. 
During  the  many  years  he  has  been  in  the  insur- 
ance business  he  has  encountered  all  classes  of  ob- 
jectors, although,  of  course,  having  to  do  with 
business  men  chiefly,  he  has  fewer  objections  to 
meet  than  those  who  operate  outside  the  business 
centers.  However,  he  is  so  thoroughly  posted  on 
all  matters  relating  to  insurance,  and  converses 
so  convincingly,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  meet 
a  better  informed  man,  and  just  as  difficult  to 
find  a  ca viler  he  could  not  persuade  of  his  error. 
As  Mr.  Scrimger  has  for  many  years  been  a  res- 
ident of  the  city,  his  knowledge  of  realty  is  inti- 
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mate.  His  opinion  as  toucliiii^  any  given  piece  of 
property,  improved  or  unimproved,  would  be  ac- 
cepted as  about  infallible,  so  carefully  lias  he 
studied  the  whole  field,  which  he  has  followed  for 
many  years.  His  methods  are  honorable  and  up- 
right, and  parties  can  rest  assured  that  they  will 
be  treated  fairly  by  him,  whether  they  wish  to 
buy  or  rent,  to  loan  or  to  borrow  money.  His 
standing  in  the  community  is  deservedly  high, 
his  uprightness  and  fair  dealing  are  proverbial, 
and  his  treatment  of  all  men  is  just  and  equitable. 

Mr.  Scrimger  was  born  April  2,  1847,  in  Eng- 
land, and  is  a  son  of  William  J.  and  Caroline 
(Slade)  Scrimger.  The  parents  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica about  1850,  and  the  father  engaged  as  an  agri- 
culturist, but  was  also  engaged  as  a  contractor  in 
a  lumber  and  shingle  milt.  Our  subject  kept 
books  for  his  father,  but  when  twentj'-one  years 
of  age  he  embarked  in  the  insurance  business  at 
Breedsville,  Van  Buren  County,  and  continued 
there  until  1874.  From  there  he  went  to  Grand 
Junction,  the  same  county,  continuing  his  former 
business,  and  from  there  went  to  Pine  Grove  Mills, 
where  he  continued  twentj^  months.  Following 
this  he  made  a  trip  through  the  Western  States, 
looking  around,  and  then  returned  to  his  home  in 
Grand  Junction. 

In  the  year  1888  Mr.  Scrimger  located  in  Ben- 
ton Harbor  and  opened  an  office.  Here  he  has 
since  remained,  and  has  proved  himself  a  success- 
ful business  man.  He  selected  his  wife  in  the 
person  of  Miss  Sarah  F.  Baldwin,  a  native  of  Una- 
dilla,  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  but  who  became  a 
resident  with  her  parents  of  Van  Buren  County, 
Mich.,  when  a  cluild.  Their  nuptials  were  cele- 
brated July  26,  1874.  Two  children  have  blessed 
this  union;  Louise  L.,  a  student  in  Benton  Har- 
bor College,  and  Evel3^n.  Mrs.  Scrimger  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Norman  R.  Baldwin,  a  prominent  man  of 
Van  Buren  County.  Mr.  Scrimger  is  a  member 
of  Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  298,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  also 
a  member  of  the  United  Order  of  the  Golden 
Cross,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
his  order.  His  home  is  pleasantly  situated  at  No. 
125  Maple  Street,  Benton  Harbor,  where  the  fam- 
ily dispense  a  generous  hospitality  to  their  friends. 
Mr.  Scrirnger  is  a  member  of  the  First  Congrega- 


tional Church,  while  his  wife  and  daughter  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Politically,  he 
is  a  stanch  Republican. 


^^^1 


m^mi 


ILLIAM  PARSONS,  Supervisor  of  Milton 
Township,  and  a  well-known  farmer  of 
Cass  County,  was  born  in  the  township 
and  county  where  he  now  resides,  the  date  of  his 
birth  being  January  18,  1851.  His  father,  Benja- 
min Parsons,  was  born  and  reared  in  Delaware, 
and  when  about  twenty  years  old  came  West  to 
Michigan,  settling  in  Cass  County.  Not  long 
after  he  located  here  he  established  domestic  ties, 
being  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ma rj'^  Abbott, 
a  native  of  Delaware,  who  accompanied  her  par- 
ents to  Michigan  when  fifteen  years  of  age.  Her 
father,  George  Abbott,  was  a  pioneer  of  Cass 
County  and  made  his  home  here  until  his  demise. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in 
Edwardsburgh,  after  which  they  located  on  a  farm 
in  Milton  Township  and  continued  to  make  their 
home  in  this  place  until  their  demise.  The  father 
was  forty-five  when  he  was  called  from  earth.  The 
mother  survived  him  a  number  of  years,  passing 
away  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years  and  seven 
months.  So  honorable  were  they,  so  kind,  thought- 
ful and  considerate,  that  their  memory  is  treas- 
ured in  the  hearts  of  many  whom  they  befriended 
in  years  gone  by.  They  trained  their  children  to 
habits  of  usefulness  and  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  them  occupy  positions  of  infiuence  and 
trust.  The  family  consisted  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  all  but  one  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. Of  the  survivors,  all  with  one  exception 
make  their  home  in  Cass  County. 

The  second  child  in  the  famil}^  is  the  subject  of 
this  notice.  He  was  reared  in  Milton  Township 
and  gained  his  education  in  the  schools  of  the 
district.  Early  trained  to  the  life  of  a  farmer 
and  the  routine  of  agriculture,  he  naturally  chose 
farming  as  his  life  vocation.  For  seventeen  years 
he  owned  and  operated  a  threshing-machine,  which 
was  in  general   demand  throughout   the  commu- 
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nity  during  the  season.  He  owns  ninety-two 
acres,  comprising  a  portion  of  the  old  homestead, 
and  as  he  is  a  man  of  push  and  energy,  he  has 
made  a  success  of  his  work,  being  now  recognized 
as  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  successful  agri- 
culturists of  the  township. 

Wliile  not  taking  any  very  active  part  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  Mr.  Parsons  has  strong  convictions  of 
his  own  and  advocates  with  all  the  energy  of  his 
nature  the  platform  of  the  Democratic  party.  For 
two  years  he  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  township, 
and  in  1891  was  elected  to  the  position  of  Super- 
visor, representing  Milton  Township  on  the  County 
Board.  He  has  filled  that  position  since  his  elec- 
tion continuously  to  the  present  time  (1893),  and 
his  services  haVo  proved  eminently  satisfactory  to 
the  people  of  the  township.  He  has  occupied 
other  positions  of  trust,  including  those  of  Asses- 
sor, Moderator  and  a  number  of  school  otllces. 
Although  he  is  now  in  life's  prime,  he  has  never 
cared  to  exchange  his  happy  bachelorhood  for  the 
uncertainties  of  matrimony,  and  is  still  unmar- 
ried. He  is  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  the  town- 
ship, and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  the  people 
within  his  circle  of  acquaintanceship. 


■  ■»l<|l>  pp  t  'III    iwi    i     >■ 


my^Atmr^ 


41  )^n.LIAM  STEWART,  a  prosperous  fruit- 
\rJ//  grower  and  successful  general  agriculturist 
\^^  of  Benton  Township,  Berrien  County, 
is  a  native  of  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  and  is 
one  of  the  fifth  generation  descended  from  famous 
Scottish  ancestry,  who  made  their  home  in  the 
Emerald  Isle  in  1G90.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
were  Samuel  and  Jane  (Scott)  Stewart,  also  natives 
of  County  Donegal,  where  they  attained  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood  and  were  married,  reared  a 
family,  and  at  a  good  old  age  passed  away.  Mr. 
Stewart  sailed  for  America  in  1855,  and,  landing 
safely  upon  our  shores,  found  his  way  soon  after  to 
Benton  Township,  the  State  of  Michigan  being 
since  then  his  [lermanent  home.  He  was  the  eldest 
of  seven  children,  and,  encouraged  by  his  success, 
two    brothers    afterwards    followed     him    to    the 


United  States.  Samuel  came  in  1863,  and  Edward 
journeyed  hither  in  1866.  One  sister,  also  seeking 
her  fortune  in  the  land  of  promise,  came  in  1866, 
but  later,  in  1875,  returned  to  her  native  land. 

In  1864,  Mr.  Stewart  purchased  his  present 
homestead,  then  heavily  timbered.  He  bought  at 
first  eighty  acres,  which  he  brought  to  profitable 
cultivation  and  improved  with  excellent  and 
commodious  buildings.  He  experienced  severe 
labor  in  clearing  away  the  dense  woods,  but  has 
made  his  land  one  of  the  most  productive  fruit 
and  grain  farms  in  Berrien  County.  In  1876,  our 
subject  visited  the  Centennial  and  after  enjoying 
the  great  display  made  a  visit  to  his  old  home 
beyond  the  sea.  He  remained  in  Ireland  all 
summer,  and  during  this  time  married  Miss  Annie 
J.  Long  and  brought  her  back  with  him  to  his 
home  in  Michigan.  In  re-visiting  the  scenes  of  his 
youth,  Mr.  Stewart  revived  the  recollections  of  his 
childhood  and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  his  father 
and  mother,  who  have  since  botli  passed  awa3^ 
When,  in  1855,  our  subject  arrived  in  St.  Joseph  his 
capital  was  reduced  very  low,  but  he  had  a  large 
reserve  stock  of  hope  and  courage  and  with  reso- 
lution sought  and  obtained  work,  step  by  step 
winning  his  way  up  to  assured  success  and  a  com- 
fortable  competence. 

The  home  farm  is  attractively  located  two  and 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  east  of  the  postofflce  and 
is  only  a  half-mile  outside  the  corporation  limits 
of  Benton  Harbor.  It  is  one  of  the  most  desirable 
pieces  of  outside  property  in  Benton  Township, 
and  annually  yields  an  excellent  harvest.  He 
also  owns  seventy  acres  in  Benton  Township  besides 
his  home  farm.  Mr.  Stewart  also  has  valuable 
town  property  and  will  soon  in  all  probability  retire 
from  active  agricultural  duties.  The  union  of  our 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  two  children.  One  little  one  died 
in  infancy;  and  a  daughter,  Sarah  J.,  survives. 
The  daughter  and  her  parents  attend  the  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  the  three  are  valued  members, 
and  all  are  prominently  associated  with  its  social 
and  benevolent  work  and  enterprises.  Politically 
Mr.  Stewart  is  a  pronounced  and  faithful  Democrat 
and  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  township  with 
great  acceptability  in  1892,  being  the  only  Demo- 
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crat  to  fill  that  office  in  the  township  the  past 
thirty  years.  Our  subject  possesses  business  qualifi- 
cations of  a  high  order  and,  financially  prospered,  is 
also  public  spirited  and  ever  ready  to  assist  in  all 
matters  of  mutual  welfare  and  local  advancement. 


r^REDERICK  A.  HOBBS.  Among  the  deal- 
U^  ers  in  coal  at  Benton  Harbor  is  Frederick 
is  A.  Hobbs,  a  prominent  citizen  of  this  place, 
who  for  some  time  has  been  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale and  retail  trade.  Although  his  introduction 
to  the  trade  began  but  recently,  he  is  one  of  the 
most  capable  men  for  the  business,  as  his  success 
thus  far  has  proven. 

Mr.  Hobbs  was  born  in  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  No- 
vember 26,  1859,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  F.  and 
Hulda  (Creal)  Hobbs,  natives  respectively  of 
Maine  and  Indiana.  Tlie  father  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  farmer,  but  in  connection  was  also 
engaged  as  a  contractor  and  builder,  continuing 
the  same  all  his  active  days.  Later  in  life  he 
moved  to  Benton  Harbor,  and  there  he  resides  at 
the  present  time,  respected  and  esteemed  by  all. 
Robinson  Hobbs,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  of  English  descent.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  Anthony  Creal,  was  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  but  became  one  of  the  pioneei^s  of 
Indiana,  in  which  State  he  settled  in  1820. 

The  boyhood  and  early  school  days  of  our  subject 
were  pased  at  DeWitt,  Clinton  County,  Iowa,  but 
he  afterward  attended  school  at  Davenport,  that 
State.  While  residing  in  DeWitt,  young  Hobbs 
clerked  in  the  post-office  of  that  place  for  several 
years.  In  1885  he  came  to  Benton  Harbor,  where 
he  purchased  a  half-interest  in  the  Palladium^  a 
newspaper  at  that  place,  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected for  three  and  a-half  years.  During  that 
time  a  daily  newspaper  was  started,  called  the  Daily 
Palladium^  and  Mr.  Hobbs  sold  his  interest  to  his 
partner,  Mr.  Gilson,  and  retired  from  the  editorial 
chair. 

Soon  after  this  Mr.  Hobbs  engaged  in  the  retail 
coal  business,  later  in  the  wholesale  business,  and 


now  carries  a  heavy  stock  of  coal,  coke  and  wood. 
He  is  general  agent  of  the  Michigan  Salt  Com- 
pany, and  ships  that  product  to  all  parts  of  Indi- 
ana, lie  is  an  honorable  and  enterprising  busi- 
ness man,  who  is  thoroughly  identified  with  the 
best  interests  of  Benton  Harbor,  and  whose  com- 
merce he  is  promoting  with  zeal  and  success.  In 
1893  he  became  interested  in  the  Graham  &  Morton 
Transportation  Company,  of  which  he  is  now  Sec- 
retary, and  which  is  one  of  the  substantial  institu- 
tions of  Benton  Harbor.  In  1891  Mr.  Hobbs  was 
made  Mayor  of  Benton  Harbor,  being  the  first 
Mayor  after  its  incorporation  as  a  city,  and  he 
filled  that  position  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  people  for  one  term. 

Our  subject's  happy  domestic  life  began  Maj^ 
24,  1882,  when  he  was  married  to  Miss  Nettie 
Stephenson,  of  DeWitt,  Iowa,  daughter  of  George 
Stephenson.  Two  children  have  blessed  this  union, 
Laura  and  Edith.  Mr.  Hobbs  is  a  charter  member 
of  the  Benton  Harbor  Building  &  Loan  Association. 
In  politics  he  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  socially  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  being  Past  Chancellor  of  the 
same. 


(I'SAAC  C.  SHAFER.  An  influential  position 
I  among  the  agriculturists  of  Cass  County  is  oc- 
/li  cupied  by  the  prominent  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  who  resides  upon  section  28,  La  Grange 
Township.  Mr.  Shafet  was  born  in  Union  (now 
Snyder)  County,  Pa.,  on  the  30th  of  November, 
1842,  and  is  the  son  of  John  H.  and  Hannah  (Car- 
vell)  Shafer.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Shafer,  was  born  of  German  parentage  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  where  his  en- 
tire life  was  passed  and  where  finally  his  eyes  were 
closed  upon  the  scenes  of  earth.  In  religion  he 
was  a  firm  believer  in  the  doctrines  of  Christianity 
and  held  membership  in  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Politically,  he  was  a  Whig.  During  the  earl}'^ 
wars  he  served  at  various  times,  and  always  with 
fidelity  to  the  cause  of  the  United  States. 
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John  II.  Shafer,  father  of  our  subject,  was  orie 
of  live  sous,  the  others  being  Fliiiip,  Jacob,  Peter 
and  George.  John  11.  remained  at  home  until  he 
was  twenty-one,  and  meanwhile  served  an  appren- 
ticeship to  the  tailor's  trade  for  three  years.  He 
followed  that  trade  throughout  his  entire  active 
life,  although  in  addition  thereto  he  served  for 
forty  years  as  a  local  preacher  in  the  Evangelical 
Churcli.  His  labors  in  that  denomination  were 
done  gratuitously  and  without  expectation  of  any 
reward  or  compensation  other  than  the  knowledge 
of  good  accomplished.  While  his  age  prevented 
him  from  entering  actively  the  service  of  the 
Union  during  the  late  war,  yet  he  sent  three  sons 
to  the  front,  and  knew  no  greater  pleasure  than 
to  aid  in  every  way  possible  tlie  cause  of  the  Old 
Flag.  Politically,  he  was  first  a  Whig,  and  after 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  be- 
came identified  with  its  active  workers.  His  en- 
tire life  was  passed  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
owned  three  small  tracts  of  land  and  carried  on 
agricultural  operations  with  success.  His  deatli 
occurred  in  1878,  and  resulted  from  pleurisy.  It 
was  very  sudden,  as  he  had  preached  only  a  few 
days  before  he  was  called  from  earth.  His  widow 
survived  him  for  a  number  of  years. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  six  children, 
as  follows:  Henry;  Mary,  Mrs.  Henry  Housewerth; 
Benjamin,  who  enlisted  during  the  late  war  as  a 
member  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-second 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  and  was  Second  Lieutenant 
of  Company  A;  Isaac  C,  our  subject,  who  served  in 
the  same  regiment  during  the  Civil  War;  James, 
also  a  soldier  in  the  Union  service;  and  Minerva. 
In  his  youth  our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter,  and  was  emploj^ed  on  railroad -bridge 
work  for  eight  years.  Later  he  engaged  in  boat- 
ing, and  was  thus  occupied  at  intervals  for  fifteen 
seasons.  On  coming  to  Michigan  in  1878,  he  lo- 
cated in  Berrien  County,  where  he  rented  land  and 
followed  his  trade  for  two  years.  Later  he  em- 
barked in  farming  pursuits  and  was  engaged  in 
that  way  for  some  time  in  Cass  County.  In  1882 
he  came  to  Cass  County,  and  has  conducted  farm- 
ing operations  here  ever  since  his  location  in  the 
county. 

In  Pennsylvania,  October  21,  1862,  Mr.  Shafer 


married  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Anna 
Rife,  who  was  born  in  Manheim,  Germany,  and 
came  to  America  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  two  of  whom 
died  young.  The  others  are:  Mary,  Mrs.  Leander 
Miller,  deceased;  Anna  L.,  Mrs.  John  Morris; 
eJohn  W.,  Carrie,  M.  Luther,  Thomas  M.  and  Min- 
nie. In  his  social  affiliations,  Mr.  Shafer  was  at 
one  time  actively  connected  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen 
at  Cassopolis.  He  has  given  his  children  good 
educational  advantages, and  has  aided  them  so  far 
as  possible  in  becoming  good  and  useful  citizens 
in  their  several  coftimunities. 


YLVADOR  T.  RP]AD,  a  leading  business 
man  and  prosperous  merchant  of  Cassopolis, 
jj  Cass  County,  Mich.,  was  born  in  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.,  January  12,  1822.  His 
parents,  Titus  R.  and  Esther  (Watkins)  Read,  were 
both  natives  of  Massachusetts.  Reared  and  edu- 
cated in  their  early  home,  they  later  journeyed  to 
New  York  State,  where  they  remained  for  some 
time,  finally  settling  in  Erie  County,  Pa.  In  1833, 
they  came  to  Michigan  with  their  family  of  four 
children,  and  made  this  State  their  permanent 
abiding-place,  being  numbered  among  the  pio- 
neer settlers  in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  ma- 
ternal grandfather  of  our  subject,  Nathan  Watkins, 
was  one  of  the  Revolutionary  heroes,  and  left  to  his 
descendants  an  enviable  record  of  patriotic  service, 
gallant  courage  and  endurance.  Grandfather 
Watkins  was  but  nineteen  years  of  age  when  he 
enlisted  in  the  French  and  Indian  War,  and  for 
three  years  the  brave  lad  served  among  the  perilous 
scenes  which  daily  surrounded  him.  When  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  began  in  earnest  he  joined 
the  American  forces,  being  given  a  commission  by 
Congress  as  Captain  of  a  company  under  Gen, 
Gates. 

Capt.  Watkins  spent  the  ten   years  and   a-half 
of  the  determined  struggle  fov  independence  upon 
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the  field,  and  was  a  member  of  the  staff  of  Gen. 
Washington  at  the  time  the  British  General,  Corn- 
wallis,  surrendered  at  Yorktown.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  Capt.  Watkins  signed  a  receipt  in  full 
for  the  entire  term  of  his  service  to  the  Govern- 
ment, without  receiving  one  dollar  of  compensa- 
tion. Later,  when  offered  a  land-warrant,  he  sent 
it  back  to  Congress,  saying  that  the  country  did 
not  owe  him  a  cent.  So  strongly  did  this  patriotic 
gentleman  and  Christian  soldier  feel  upon  the  sub- 
ject, that  he  added  a  codicil  to  his  will,  enjoining 
his  heirs  from  accepting  the  same.  The  commis- 
sion of  this  true  and  earnest  patriot  as  Captain 
from  Congress,  bearing  date  July  5,  1775;  and 
signed  by  John  Hancock  as  President,  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  Read  and  is  a  most  valued 
souvenir  of  an  ancestor  whose  choicest  bequest  to 
his  descendants  is  the  memory  of  his  loyal  patriot- 
ism and  high  sense  of  honor. 

Titus  R.  Read,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  upon  the  bat- 
tle-field of  Queenstown  distinguished  himself  for 
bravery  and  gallant  bearing,  receiving  a  very 
severe  wound  in  the  ankle.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, Robert  Read,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
but  his  good  wife  was  born  in  France.  Her  father 
came  to  America  wi  th  the  French  army  and  was 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  family.  Our  subject 
received  his  earlj^  education  in  the  schools  of  New 
York  State,  but  was  only  nine  years  of  age  when 
with  his  parents  he  emigrated  to  the  frontier  scenes 
of  Michigan.  He  grew  up  manly  and  self-reliant, 
and,  having  just  attained  his  majority,  was  upon 
October  14,  1843,  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Rhoda  Ann  Hayden,  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 
Mrs.  Read  was  a  daughter  of  Noah  P.  and  Ruth 
Hayden.  The  Haydens  were  old-time  residents  of 
Connecticut  and  were  well  known  and  highly  re- 
spected. Children  brightened  with  their  cheery  pres- 
ence the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Read,  three  daugh- 
ters now  surviving.  The  eldest,  Helen  R.,  is  Mrs. 
Mcll value,  of  North  Dakota;  Ophelia  A.  is  Mrs.  O. 
Phelps,  of  Cassopolis;  Sarah  N.  is  the  wife  of  H. 
D.  Smith,  of  Cassopolis.  The  family  of  our  subject 
are  in  religious  belief  Presbyterians,  and  for  many 
years  Mr.  Read  has  been  a  valued  member  and  ac- 
tive worker  of  that  denomination.    He  is  much  in- 


terested in  the  erection  of  the  new  structure  now 
being  built  by  that  religious  society. 

In  political  affiliation  our  subject  is  a  stalwart 
Republican,  and  although  willing  to  aid  the  party 
with  his  most  earnest  efforts  has  no  desire  for  office 
and  has  repeatedly  refused  nominations  to  posi- 
tions of  trust,  when,  if  he  had  accepted,  there 
was  an  almost  certainty  of  his  election.  In 
1855,  Mr.  Read  engaged  in  business  as  a  merchant 
in  Cassopolis  and  in  the  varying  changes  of  the  past 
thirty-eight  years  has  continued  the  even  tenor  of 
his  daily  life  and  is  yet  profitably  handling  dry 
goods.  Prospered  financially,  he  has  been  a  Direc- 
tor of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Cassopolis  ever 
since  it  was  established,  twenty-two  years  ago.  For 
two  years  our  subject  was  Vice-President  of  the 
bank  and  is  now  its  President.  Over  three-score 
years  have  passed  since  Sylvador  Read  came  a  lit- 
tle lad  to  Michigan,  and  in  this  long  period  of  time, 
sharing  in  the  changes  and  rapid  development  of 
the  State,  he  has  been  an  ej^e-witness  of  the  won- 
derful progress  of  the  last  half-century.  A  man 
of  sterling  integrity  of  character  and  excellent 
business  attainments,  he  is  one  of  the  substantial 
citizens  who  have  ably  assisted  in  transforming  the 
once  unbroken  wildeness  into  cultivated  fields  and 
smiling  villages. 


¥'^  f^ILLIAM  H.  SHANAFELT,  a  prosperous 
agriculturist  residing  on  section  24,  La- 
Grange  Township,  is  well  known  through- 
out Cass  County  as  one  of  its  enterprising  citizens, 
energetic  business  men  and  efficient  farmers.  A 
native  of  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  he  was  born  on 
the  day  before  Christmas,  1824.  He  is  of  German 
descent,  and  his  paternal  grandfather,  who  was 
born  in  Germany,  was  a  valiant  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  was  killed  while  in  active 
service.  The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Shana- 
felt,  was  one  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  were 
bound  out,  the  boys  to  learn  trades. 

After  having  served   an   apprenticeship   of  six 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


351 


3'ears  to  the  trade  of  a  potter,  William  Shanafelt 
went  to  Pickaway  County,  Oliio,  when  eighteen 
years  of  age,  and  there  continued  his  trade  and 
also  followed  farming  in  connection  therewith. 
He  remained  thus  occupied  until  his  death.  While 
lesiding  in  Pickaway  County  he  married  Elizabeth 
Briece  and  ix»  1835,  accompanied  by  his  familj^ 
and  all  his  earthly  effects  packed  on  wagons  drawn 
by  oxen,  he  made  the  tedious  trip  to  Cassopolis, 
Mich.  He  had  but  a  few  hundred  dollars,  and 
this  amount  he  invested  in  the  purchase  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  where  a  part  of  Cassop- 
olis now  stands.  Tiie  land  was  at  that  time  cov- 
ered with  heavy  timber  and  few  roads  had  been 
opened  in  the  county.  Through  arduous  exer- 
tions and  untlagging  industr}',  this  worthy  pio- 
neer succeeded  in  bringing  the  land  to  a  good  state 
of  cultivation,  and  acquired  a  competency.  He 
[>assed  away  mourned  by  a  host  of  warm  personal 
friends.  His  widow  survived  him  a  number  of 
years. 

A  lad  of  about  eleven  years  when  he  came  to 
Michigan,  our  subject  grew  to  manhood  amid  the 
primeval  scenes  of  this  then  undeveloped  county. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  in  1847,  he  married 
IMiss  Susan,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Barr) 
Bleacher,  all  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Soon  afterward  he  received  $500  from 
his  father,  with  which  he  purchased  eighty  acres, 
and  to  that  property  he  added  from  time  to  time 
until  his  landed  possessions  reached  an  aggregate 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  all  lying  in  one 
body.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  having  been  identified  with  it  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  years,  and  being  now  a  Master 
Mason.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  active 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
liberal  contributors  to  its  support.  In  his  polit- 
ical afliiliations,  he  is  a  warm  advocate  of  the  prin- 
ciples enunciated  by  the  Republican  party  and 
always  gives  his  f)allot  to  the  support  of  the  can- 
didates of  the  party  of  his  choice.  He  and  his 
wife  have  been  the  parents  of  seven  children,  as 
follows:  Charles  H.,  deceased;  Mary,  the  wife  of 
John  Wolcott;  William,  who  married  Josephine 
Williams;  Daniel,  deceased;  Josic,  Mrs.  Merwin; 
Eddie,  who  married  Miss  Carrie  Hawk;  and  Jennie, 


deceased.  The  social  position  occupied  by  this 
family  is  one  of  considerable  prominence  in  the 
community  and  they  are  highly  regarded  wher- 
ever known. 


E^^ 


^,  ANH^L  WEBER.  Among  the  young  men 
of  Berrien  County  whose  names  are  des- 
tined to  attain  prominence  in  professional 
and  political  circles,  conspicuous  mention 
belongs  to  Mr.  Weber,  who  is  a  well-known  attor- 
ne3^-at-law,  residing  in  Benton  Harbor.  From  his 
German  ancestors  he  has  inherited  a  fine  phy- 
sical constitution,  capable  of  long-continued  ef- 
fort and  endurance,  as  well  as  the  qualities  of  in- 
dustry, uprightness  and  enterprise,  which  have 
contributed  so  largely  to  the  success  he  has  already 
gained. 

Some  mention  of  the  father  of  Mr.  Weber  will 
be  of  interest  to  our  readers.  Charles  B.  Weber 
was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  and  there  received 
an  excellent  common-school  education.  In  1840, 
he  emigrated  from  that  country  to  the  United 
States  and,  coming  to  Michigan,  settled  in  Bain- 
bridge  Township,  Berrien  County.  Purchasing 
some  land  that  was  located  in  the  midst  of  the 
forest,  he  at  once  commenced  the  work  of  clear- 
ing the  place  and  developing  it  into  a  first-class 
farm.  Gradually  from  the  wilderness  he  evolved 
a  splendidly  cultivated  estate,  embellished  with 
substantial  buildings  adapted  to  their  varied  pur- 
poses, and  bearing  in  season  large  crops  of  golden 
grain.  On  the  place  which  he  had  improved  he 
passed  his  closing  years  and  there  his  death  occur- 
red on  the  25th  of  November,  1882.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Magdalene  Schrieber,  is 
also  a  native  of  Germany  and  resides  in  Berrien 
County  on  the  old  homestead.  This  worthy  couple 
enjoyed  the  friendship  of  the  people  of  this  sec- 
tion, and  as  hard-working  pioneers  were  known 
and  honored  for  miles  around.  The  father  took 
an  active  interest  in  public  affairs  and  was  an  ad- 
vocate of  Democratic  principles. 
The  boyhood  of  ouv  subject  was  pass^cj  on  hi8 
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father's  farm  in  Berrien  County,  and  in  the  schools 
of  Bain  bridge  Township  he  acquired  the  rudi- 
ments of  his  education.  Later  he  entered  Valpar- 
aiso College,  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,and  took  the  com- 
plete business  course  in  that  institution,  also  de« 
voting  considerable  attention  to  the  study  of  the 
classics.  In  1889,  he  entered  the  State  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  there  prose- 
cuted his  studies  for  three  years  in  the  law  de- 
partment, graduating  in  1892.  During  April  of 
the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the 
Bar  of  the  State  and  immediately  opened  an  office 
in  Benton  Harbor,  where  he  has  since  conducted  a 
general  practice. 

Mr.  Weber  has  made  a  careful  study  of  the  polit- 
ical issues  of  the  day,  and  has  formed  the  opin- 
ion, after  careful  investigation  and  thought,  that 
free  trade  as  a  national  policy  would  materially 
promote  the  general  welfare  of  our  country.  He 
therefore  gives  his  influence  in  favor  of  Demo- 
cratic principles  and  candidates.  In  the  fall  of  1892, 
he  was  nominated  on  the  regular  ticket  of  that 
party  for  the  office  of  Circuit  Court  Commissioner, 
and  although  he  was  defeated,  yet  he  received  the 
second  largest  number  of  votes  cast  for  any  Dem- 
ocratic candidate,  a  fact  which  proved  his  popular- 
ity with  the  people. 


^..^H^Ef. 


J^  OIIN  HUFF.  A  close  observer  in  studying 
the  history  of  the  advancement  and  devel- 
i  opment  of  the  State  of  Michigan  will  find 
golden  threads  running  through  the  web 
and  woof  of  events  of  the  past  j^ears.  These  are 
indicative  of  the  lives  of  those  men  whose  active 
career  and  untiring  energy  have  made  her  first 
among  the  States  and  given  her  a  conspicuous  place 
among  the  agricultural  regions  of  the  globe.  A 
true  representative  of  such  men  is  found  in  one 
whose  career  inspires  this  brief  notice. 

John  Huff,  who  is  one  of  the  prosperous  and 
substantial  agriculturists  of  Cass  County,  Mich., 
is  a  product  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in  Spring- 
field on  the  3d  of  August,  1833,     He  has  inher- 


ited all  the  thrift  and  energy  of  his  Teutonic  an- 
cestors, and  in  every  walk  of  life  his  career  has 
been  upright  and  honorable.  His  parents,  Amos 
and  Margaret  (Case)  Huff,  were  natives  of  New 
Jerse}'  and  Pennsylvania  respectively.  The  moth- 
er's birth  occurred  in  1800,  she  being  the  daugh- 
ter of  John  Case.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huff  were  mar- 
ried in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  whither  they  had 
moved  at  an  early  date,  but  subsequently  moved 
to  Springfield,  that  State.  The  father  came  to 
Michigan  in  1833,  purchased  land  in  Volinia 
Township,  Cass  County,  on  section  17,  and  the 
next  year  moved  his  family  here.  This  county 
was  a  wilderness  at  that  time,  and  the  same  year 
the  township  was  organized. 

Although  sparsely  settled  then,  the  township 
soon  began  to  grow  in  population,  new  settlers 
poured  in,  houses  were  erected  and  pioneer  da3's 
were  over.  Mr.  Huff  took  an  active  part  in  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  the  county  and  township, 
and  became  one  of  the  foremost  tillers  of  the  soil. 
He  built  one  of  the  first  frame  houses  here.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  Township  Treasurer.  He 
and  his  worthy  companion,  who  had  supported 
him  in  all  his  enterprises,  passed  away  to  the  silent 
majority  in  the  j^ear  1881.  They  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living: 
James  A.,  John,  Newton,  Sarah  J.,  Jay  and  Clark. 
Mr.  Huff  took  an  active  interest  in  religious  mat- 
tors  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  pillars  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  but  an  infant 
when  brought  to  Michigan  by  his  parents,  and 
amid  the  rude  surroundings  of  pioneer  life  he 
grew  to  mature  years.  As  might  naturally  be  sup- 
posed, his  educational  facilities  were  not  of  the 
best  at  that  early  day,  but  he  improved  every 
shining  moment  and  fitted  himself  for  teaching. 
When  twenty  years  of  age  he  started  out  as  an 
educator  in  his  home  district,  and  his  experience 
lasted  for  about  twelve  terms,  all  but  one  term  in 
that  county. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1872,  Mr.  Huff  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  J.  Wright,  daughter  of 
James  M.  and  Sarah  (Griffis)  Wright,  both  natives 
of  Ohio.  Mrs.  Huff's  uncle  was  the  first  one  mar- 
ried by  old  Squire  Ferrel  and  her  parents  the  last 
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couple  he  married.  Following  his  marriage  Mr. 
Wright  located  in  Violinia Township,  and  there  he 
and^his  worthy  wife  reside  at  the  present  time. 
They  are  tlie  parents  of  live  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living.  Mrs.  Huff  was  born  January  24,  1847, 
in  this  township,  and  supplemented  a  common- 
school  education  received  in  the  same  by  a  course 
in  Dowagiac  College.  After  this  she  taught  school 
for  five  terms  and  met  with  fair  success. 

After  marriage  our  subject  settled  on  his  present 
farm  and  has  made  his  home  here  ever  since.     He 
l,as  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  good  land, 
one  hundred  and   sixty-five  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  has  cleared  the  most  of  it  himself.     Three 
cliildren    blessed   his    union,   two    of    whom   are 
living,  Amy  and  Otis.     His  children  have  all  had 
.rood  educational  advantages  and  are  bright  and 
quick  at  their  hooks.     He  has  been  a  member   of 
the  school  board  for  years  and  is  a  member  of  tlie 
Farmers'  Club,  of  which  he  has  been  Vice-President. 
A  member  of    the  Anti-Horse  Thief  Society,  of 
which  he  has  been  Secretary  for  years,  he  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Lyceum,  of  which  lie  has  been  Pres- 
i<lent  and   Secretary,  and  in    which  he  takes  an 

active  part. 

Mr.  Huff  has  ever  been  active  in  politics  and 
has  been  a  stanch  Republican  since  the  organi- 
zation of  that  party.  For  ten  years  he  has  been 
Scliool  Inspector  of  Volinia  Township,  and  for 
four  years  Township  Treasurer.  He  was  elected 
Supervisor  in  1868  and  held  that  position  contin- 
uously for  fifteen  years.  He  was  again  elected  to 
that  position  in  1878,  and  has  done  a  vast  amount 
of  township  work  in  his  time.  In  1882  he  built 
his  fine  residence  at  a  cost  of  12,500,  and  he  is 
still  engaged  in  conducting  his  large  farm. 


.if^OBERT  C.  SLOAN,  the  present  Clerk  of 
||LJ'      Cass  County,  has  been  a  resident  of  Mich 


ll[\       igan  from  his  early  childhood,  and  was  for 
^0)  a" score  of  years  a  successful  merchant  of 
Jones,  this  county.     He  has  also  occupied   with 
fidelity  the   position  of   Postmaster  for  the  past 

i7 


twenty  years,  with  the  exception  of  the  period  of 
Cleveland's  first  administration.  Mr.  Sloan  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Junius,  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
May  7,  1842,  and  was  but  a  child  four  years  of 
age  when  he  removed  "with  his  parents,  Ralph  and 
Olive  (Puffer)  Sloan,  to  St  Joseph  County,  Mich. 
The  father  and  mother  had  for  some  time  previ- 
ously made  their  home  in  the  Empire  State,  but 
Ralph  Sloan  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and 
.  was  born  in  Springfield  County.  His  paternal 
.grandfather,  Robert  Sloan,  in  whose  honor  our 
Subject  was  named,  was  also  a  New-Englander  by 
birth  and  from  his  infancy  passed  his  useful  life 
in  the  old  Bay  State.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
Solomon  Puffer,  was  reared  and  educated  in  the 
Empire  State  and  within  the  boundaries  of  New 
York  made  a  home  for  his  family,  settling  perma- 
nently in  the  city  of  Oswego. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon   the  family  home- 
stead and  attended  the  district  schools  of  St.  Jo- 
seph County,  Mich.     When  twenty-four  years  of 
age  he  embarked   in  business  for  himself,  hand- 
ling  dry  goods  in  his  home  locality.     Ambitious 
and  energetic,  he  was  successful  and  steadily  year 
after  year  his  business   increased;   since  early   in 
the  '70s  he  has  been  mainly  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile pursuits.     For  about  a  period  of  ten  years  he 
satisfactorily    discharged   the   duties   of    Station 
Agent,  and  has  passed  a  busy  life,  bringing  him 
into  contact  and  close  acquaintance  with  the  peo- 
ple of  Cass  County.     Upon  September   13,  1867, 
Mr.  Sloan  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza 
Bostock,  of  MottviUe,  Mich.     Mrs.  Sloan  was  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Sarah   (Johnson)  Bos- 
tock, both  natives  of  the  Queen's  dominions  and 
born  in  England.     The  estimable  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject died  in  1893,  leaving  her  family,  husband  and 
two  children,  to  mourn  her  irreparable  loss.     The 
eldest  daughter.  Pearl  E.,  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Black,  a  prominent  resident  of  Jones.     Cora  Belle 
is  now  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Bowen. 

Actively  interested  in  both  local  and  national 
issues,  Mr.  Sloan  has  held  with  fidelity  various 
official  positions  of  trust.  As  Township  Treasurer 
of  Newburg  he  managed  tlie  public  fund  with  ex- 
ecutive ability  and  excellent  judgment  and  for  a 
number  of  terms  retained  the  responsible  oflftce. 
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He  has  also  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  impar- 
tially administered  the  law  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  evidence  presented.  Thoroughly  de- 
voted to  the  best  interests  of  his  home  locality,  he 
has  been  a  strong  friend  to  educational  advance- 
ment and  was  long  the  Treasurer  of  the  School 
Board.  In  November,  1892,  he  was  elected 
County  Clerk  by  a  handsome  majority,  which  evi- 
denced the  confidence  of  his  fellow-townsmen  and 
the  popularity  of  our  subject.  Mr.  Sloan  is  a  val- 
ued member  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Ma- 
sons and  is  connected  with  Vandalia  Lodge  No. 
290;  he  also  affiliates  with  the  order  at  White 
Pigeon.  A  liberal-spirited  man,  ever  ready  to  aid 
in  all  matters  of  public  welfare,  our  subject  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  the  social  and  busi- 
ness events  of  Cass  County,  and  passing  his  life 
among  the  acquaintance  of  more  than  forty  years 
enjoys  the  heart}^  best  wishes  of  a  host  of  sincere 
friends. 


OW.  BALLARD.  Material  wealth  must  not 
exclude  the  riches  of  character  and  ability 
in  our  recountal  of  the  values  which  have 
been  brought  to  this  country  by  its  citizens;  and 
among  its  most  precious  treasures  must  be  esti- 
mated the  lives  of  those  citizens  who  have  by 
their  intelligence  and  their  eminence  in  the  higher 
walks  of  life  assisted  in  raising  the  standard  of 
life  and  thought  among  us.  No  one  has  probably 
done  more  in  this  line  than  he  of  whom  we  write. 
O.  W.  Ballard,  one  of  the  reputable  men  of  Ber- 
rien County,  like  other  prominent  men  of  the 
place,  is  a  native  of  the  Emi)ire  State,  born  in 
Madison  County  December  21,  1833,  and  is  now 
residing  on  a  fine  farm  on  section  34,  Niles  Town- 
ship, Berrien  County,  Mich. 

His  father,  Jeremiah  Ballard,  was  also  a  native 
of  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  born  May  5,  1801,  and 
was  there  reared  to  mature  years.  All  his  life  was 
passed  in  tilling  the  soil,  at  which  he  was  fairly 
successful.  His  father,  Daniel  Ballard,  was  born 
^nd  reared  in  the  Old  Bay  State  ^nd   was  also  a 


farmer  by  occupation,  but  in  addition  also  ran  a 
sawmill.  He  served  in  the  AVar  of  1812,  and  it  is 
supposed  that  he  was  a  private.  Jeremiah  Bal- 
lard, the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  or  his 
brother  was  appointed  Captain  of  the  militia  by 
William  Sherley,  and  later  Captain,  General  and 
General-in-Chief  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  prov- 
ince of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England,  in  the 
eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty,  King 
George  II.     This  was  in  1734. 

Clara  Huston  was  the  maiden  name  of  our  sub- 
ject's mother.  She  was  born  in  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.,  August  31,  1800,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  Thomas  Huston,  who  was  born  in  one  of  the 
New  England  States  and  was  of  English  descent. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  their 
native  county,  but  in  1852  they  came  to  Beriien 
Count3%  Mich.,  and  here  passed  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  the  father  dying  June  24,  1890,  when 
in  his  ninetieth  year,  and  the  mother  December 
13,  1873,  when  in  her  seventy-third  year.  The 
father  was  a  Republican  in  his  political  views  and 
was  Supervisor  of  his  township  for  many  years. 
He  was  well  and  favorably  known  in  his  county. 
In  his  religious  belief  he  was  a  Universalist. 

Four  children  were  born  to  this  most  estimable 
couple,  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  viz.:  Thomas 
S.,  born  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  May  15,  1825, 
died  August  26,  1861;  Milton  M.,  also  a  native  of 
Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  born  April  3,  1827,  died 
December  21,  1871;  Cornelia  M.,  born  in  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.,  August  27,  1829,  is  the  wife  of 
David  H.  Freed,  of  Niles,  Mich.;  and  O.  W.  is 
the  youngest  child.  The  latter,  who  is  the  ori- 
ginal of  this  notice,  is  of  English-Danish  dc^scent. 
He  remained  in  his  native  county  until  eighteen 
years  of  age,  and  received  his  schooling,  after  the 
manner  of  the  average  farmer  boy,  in  the  district 
school.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan  in 
1852,  and   remained  with  them  until  their  deaths. 

As  his  ancestors  before  him  had  been  farmers 
for  many  generations  back,  he  naturally  had  a  lik- 
ing for  that  pursuit,  and  after  the  death  of  his 
parents  he  carried  on  the  farm.  He  now  owns  a 
half-interest  in  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and 
in  connection  with  farming  is  raising  a  good  grade 
of  stock*     In  his  political   views  he   was  at  one 
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time  a  Republican,  casting  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Fremont.  His  last  Presidential  vote 
was  cast  for  Bid  well,  the  Prohibition  candidate. 
Mr.  Ballard  is  a  strong  and  vigorous  man  physi- 
cally, has  never  used  tobacco  in  any  form,  and  is 
strictly  temperate  in  his  habits.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a  single  man. 


■^T^ 
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ILLIAM  B.  HAYDEN,  an  energetic  busi- 
ess  man  and  prosperous  hardware  dealer 
ited  in  Cassopolis,  Cass  County,  Mich., 
is  a  native  of  the  State  and  county  where  he  now 
resides,  and  was  born  in  Calvin  Township  August 
10,  1850.  His  parents  were  eJoseph  G.  and  Han- 
nah (Lincoln)  Hayden,  early  and  highh^  respected 
settlers  of  Cass  County.  The  father  was  born  in 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  and  remained  in  the 
home  of  his  childhood  until  he  had  attained  to 
maturity,  but  was  a  young  man  full  of  hope  and 
enterprise  when  he  journeyed  to  the  farther  West 
and  located  in  Michigan.  He  followed  the  avo- 
cation of  farming  his  entire  lifetime,  and  was  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture 
when  he  passed  away  in  the  full  strength  of  mid- 
dle life,  aged  thirty- five  years.  The  ancestors  of 
the  mother,  Hannah  (Lincoln)  Hayden,  were  Ohio 
people  and  in  the  Buckeye  State  she  received  her 
youthful  education  and  training. 

The  home  of  the  parents  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. The  sons  were,  our  subject,  William  B., 
James  G.  and  George  W.  Hayden.  The  eldest 
daughter,  Adalaide,  is  now  the  wife  of  Jesse 
Parker,  of  Calvin  Township.  Mattie  married 
Jacob  Keene,  of  Battle  Creek,  Mich.;  and  Esther  is 
deceased.  William  B.  remained  at  home  until  he 
arrived  at  his  majorit}^  when  he  went  to  Redfield, 
and  at  once  obtained  employment  in  the  Redfield 
flouring-mill.  He  continued  in  the  same  occupa- 
tion for  two  and  a-half  years  and  then  went  to 
Waukegan,  111.  In  this  latter  city  he  learned  the 
Tniller's  trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three 
years   to   the   business.     His   services   were   next 


given  to  the  Elkhart  Flouring  Company,  but  it 
was  not  long  before  our  subject  returned  again  to 
the  mill  at  Redfield,  the  scene  of  his  first  business 
experience. 

Two  years  later  the  owner  of  the  mill  died,  and 
Mr.  Hayden,  fully  qualified  by  practical  ex(>er- 
ience,  succeeded  his  former  employer.  He  was 
more  than  usually  successful  in  the  milling  bus- 
iness and  continued  to  conduct  the  same  until 
January,  1885.  At  the  latter  date  he  permanently 
moved  with  his  family  to  Cassopolis  and  pur- 
chased a  half-interest  in  the  general  hardware 
store  of  D.  L.  French.  The  business,  established 
by  Mr.  French  fully  thirty  years  ago,  is  planted 
upon  a  substantial  foundation  and  rapidly  extend- 
ing its  present  limits.  Our  subject  has  entered 
into  the  handling  of  hardware  with  the  same  am- 
bitious determination  and  enterprise  which  have 
characterized  his  previous  undertakings.  He  has, 
as  heretofore,  been  prospered  and  the  outlook  for 
the  future  is  most  encouraging. 

Mr.  Hayden  was  united  in  marriage  April  13, 
1879,  to  Miss  Tillie  J.  Fulton,  a  lady  born  and 
educated  in  Waukegan,  111.  Her  parents,  well- 
known  residents  of  Waukegan,  were  William  and 
Lizzie  (Jenkins)  Fulton.  Our  subject  and  his  es- 
timable wife  have  four  children,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  and  their  only  son,  is  Joseph  F.,  named  in 
honor  of  his  paternal  grandfather.  Belle,  Stella 
and  Bernice  are  the  daughters.  From  his  infancy 
associated  with  the  growth  and  progress  of  his 
native  State,  Mr.  Hayden  enjoys  a  wide  acquaint- 
ance in  Cass  County,  and  possesses  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


ANIEL  STANARD.  This  well-known 
citizen  of  Cass  County,  who  is  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  Porter  Township,  was  born  in 
Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  March  2,  1828.  He  is 
the  next  to  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  ten  children 
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born  to  Ezra  D.  and  Sarali  (Cargal)  Stanard.  His 
father  was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  Sep- 
tember 5,  1804,  and  was  the  son  of  an  Irishman, 
wlio  emigrated  to  the  United  States  with  his  par- 
ents and  settled  in  New  York  State,  where  lie  fol- 
lowed farming  occupations  and  remained  until 
called  hence.  For  seven  years  lie  served  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a 
family  of  ten  children. 

Aside  from  the  few  facts  mentioned  above,  but 
little  information  can  be  liad  concerning  tlie  early 
history  of  the  Stanard  family  in  America.  The 
father  and  mother  of  our  subject  were  married  in 
New  York  State  September  12,  1825.  The  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Cargal,  was  born  in 
New  York  March  25,  1808,  being  one  of  a  large 
number  of  children  born  to  Daniel  Cargal  and  his 
good  wife..  The  following  is  recorded  concerning 
the  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject:  Uriah  was 
born  June  24,  1826,  and  came  to  Michigan  in 
1844,  dying  in  this  State  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years.  P]lizabeth,  who  was  born  September  2,  1830, 
married  A.  B.  Wetherbee,  became  the  mother  of 
one  child  and  passed  away  in  Newburg  Township, 
Cass  County,  August  27,  1851.  Marinda,  who  was 
born  January  20,  1832,  married  A.  B.  Wetherbee 
after  the  death  of  her  sister  Elizabeth,  and  they 
now  reside  in  Newburg  Township.  Dorcas  Jane, 
who  was  born  June  3,  1835,  married  Samuel  Eng- 
ling,  and  lives  at  Dowagiac,  Cass  County;  they 
have  but'  one  child  living.  Norton  M.,  whose 
birth  occurred  on  the  2d  of  September,  1837,  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War  and  participated  in 
many  of  the  most  desperate  engagements  during 
his  three  years'  service.  He  married  Eva  Wright, 
and  removed  to  Nebraska,  where  in  the  winter  of 
1892  he  was  killed  by  his  clothing  getting  caught 
in  the  machinery  of  a  corn-sheller  that  he  was 
running.  His  widow  and  five  children  still  reside 
in  Nebraska.  Francis  M.,  who  was  born  November 
20,  1839,  died  in  Porter  Township  November  20, 
1874,  leaving  a  wife  and  three  children.  Lydia, 
who  was  born  June  25,  1842,  married  Andrew 
Call,  a  farmer  in  Newburg  Township,  and  died  a 
year  after  her  marriage.  Mary  was  born  Septem- 
ber 16,  1844,  and  died  August  18,  1863.  Nathan 
Gr.,  who  was  born  August  21,  1847,  married  Lora 


Beardsley,  and  resides  in  Mason  Township,  Cass 
County.     He  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war. 

When  the  family  came  to  Michigan, about  1844, 
our  subject  accompanied  them  and  settled  with  his 
parents  in  Porter  Township,  where  his  father  died 
January  18,  1864.  His  mother,  who  is  still  living, 
is  bright  and  active  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
five  years.  Daniel  helped  his  father  to  clear  u[)  a 
farm  in  the  wilderness  of  Michigan  and  did  con- 
siderable pioneer  work.  June  18,  1854,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Lucinda  Glass,  who  was  born  in  Stark 
Count}*,  Ohio,  September  20,  1837.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  William  Glass,  who  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  came  to  Michigan  in  1846.  Directly 
after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Stanard  came  to  the  place 
where  he  has  since  lived.  At  the  time  he  [)ur- 
chased  the  place  it  was  an  unbroken  forest  and 
with  his  own  hands  he  cleared  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  the  heavily  timbered  land,  aside  from 
assisting  in  the  clearing  of  his  father's  farm. 

We  note  the  following  concerning  the  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanard:  Emory  Eldoias, 
who  was  born  May  26,  1855,  married  Delia  Brooks, 
by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  five  children. 
He  was  for  some  time  proprietor  of  a  meat-market 
at  Three  Rivers,  this  State,  and  died  August  13, 
1887.  Sarah  T.,  whose  birth  occurred  Se[)tember 
1,  1857,  married  Edward  Trattles,  a  farmer  in 
l^orter  Townshij),  and  they  have  five  children. 
James  LeRoy,  whose  birth  occurred  September  8, 
1859,  married,  but  his  wife  died,  leaving  no  chil- 
dren. Blanche,  who  was  born  July  17,  1861,  mar- 
ried Stephen  McCain,  and  lives  at  Tliree  Rivers, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  farming;  they  have  two 
children.  Lydia,  who  was  born  August  6,  1863, 
married  Amos  Caldwell,  a  merchant  at  Constan- 
tine,  this  State,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  four 
children.  William  Loren,  whose  birth  occurred 
May  21,  1866,  married  Minta  Wagar,  whose  father, 
Stephen  Wagar,  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  came 
to  Michigan  from  New  York  in  an  early  day  and 
settled  in  Newburg,  where  she  was  born.  She  has 
four  sisters:  Mirta,  Ida,  Clara  and  Alma.  William 
L.,  with  his  wife  and  little  daughter,  Lena  Leno- 
ra,  lives  with  Mr.  Stanard  and  manages  the  home 
farm.  Mary,  who  was  born  August  8,  1869,  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Seward  and  liyes  in  Ohio.     They 
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have  one  ehild,  Cora.  Lcnora,  who  was  born  March 
13,  1873,  niariied  George  Spencer,  and  resides  at 
Marcel  I  us. 

In  his  political  afliliations,  Mr.  Stanard  lias  been 
a  Republican  from  the  organization  of  the  party, 
but  he  has  never  aspired  to  any  odlcial  position, 
and  his  interest  in  political  matters  has  been  a 
quiet  one.  He  is  one  of  the  hard-working,  sturdy 
pioneers  who  have  helped  to  make  the  great  State 
of  Michigan  what  it  is  to-day.  His  wife  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  she  is 
an  active  worker.  His  father  and  mother  were 
members  of  the  Christian  Church.  While  he  is 
not  actively  connected  with  any  religious  organi- 
zation, he  is  a  generous  contributor  to  religious 
enterprises  and  a  frequent  attendant  at  their  serv- 
ices. An  earnest,  upright,  persevering  man,  he  oc- 
cupies a  high  place  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow-men 
and  is  one  of  the  most  progressive  of  Porter  Town- 
ship's citizens. 


E^ 


ANH:L  T.  LAWRENCE,  our  subject,  who 
passed  to  his  rest  in  1887,  universally 
mourned  as  a  sincere  friend  and  upright 
citizen,  had  for  thirty  years  been  identi- 
fied with  the  advancing  interests  of  Berrien 
County,  Mich.  Born  in  Toronto,  Canada,  he  re- 
moved from  his  birthplace  with  his  parents  to  the 
State  of  New  York,  wkere  he  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated. His  ancestors  were  natives  of  England, 
but  the  father  and  mother,  appreciating  the  advan- 
tages offered  by  the  United  States,  earl}^  located  in 
the  dominions  of  the  P'ederal  Government,  and  as 
citizens  were  true  and  loyal.  Our  subject  made 
his  home  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  while  young,  and  was 
there  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane  Crawford, 
and  with  his  estimable  wife  continued  to  reside  in 
the  Buckeye  State  for  many  years.  A  family  of 
eight  sons  and  daughters,  all  born  in  Ohio,  blessed 
the  fireside  with  their  cheerful  presence.  In  1857, 
Daniel  T.  Lawrence  decided  to  try  the  farther  West, 
and  following  the  tide  of  travel  journeyed  to 
Michigan  with  his  family  and  settled  permanently 
a  short  distance  from  Benton  Harbor. 


In  time  death  deprived  the  brothers  and  sisters 
of  their  devoted  mother,  and  a  twelvemonth  later 
the  father  also  died.  The  children  now  residing 
in  Berrien  County  are  William,  John  and  two 
daughters.  John  Lawrence  was  but  a  little  lad 
when  he  left  his  native  State,  Ohio,  and  came  to 
Michigan.  He  attained  to  manhood  in  the  county, 
attended  the  excellent  schools  of  his  home  district, 
and  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a  course  of  instruction 
in  the  Indiana  College  at  South  Bend,  from  which 
well-known  institution  he  graduated  with  honor. 
He  successfully  taught  school  in  the  county 
twenty-four  years,  twent3^-two  years  of  which  time 
he  was  a  valued  teacher  of  Benton  Township.  A 
public-spirited  citizen  and  active  worker  in  all 
matters  of  mutual  welfare,  John  Lawrence  was 
appreciated  by  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  in  1882 
he  w^as  elected  to  the  office  of  Supervisor,  the 
duties  of  which  position  he  continued  to  discharge 
with  faithful  ability  for  about  nine  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  length  of  time  he  resigned  in 
order  to  accept  the  office  of  County  School  Com- 
missioner, tendered  to  him  in  the  fall  of  1891.  A 
prominent  factor  in  educational  advancement,  Mr. 
Lawrence  had  since  1881  continuously  been  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  and  for  one 
term  gave  universal  satisfaction  in  his  official  work 
as  County  Commissioner  of  Schools. 

While  John  Lawrence  has  with  genuine  enthu- 
siasm given  his  time  and  earnest  efforts  to  the 
cause  of  education,  and  has  aided  materially  in 
the  advancement  of  the  schools  of  the  county, 
giving  especial  attention  to  the  methods  and  man- 
ner of  instruction,  his  brother  William  has  found 
active  and  profitable  employment  in  another  field 
of  work.  William  Lawrence  is  numbered  among 
the  substantial  general  agriculturists  and  fruit- 
growers of  Berrien  County.  The  brothers,  un- 
married, own  together  a  finely  cultivated  farm  of 
fifty  acres,  which  is  partially  devoted  to  the  cul- 
ture of  fruit  and  annually  yields  an  excellent  crop 
of  hay.  John  and  William  Lawrence  occup}^  posi- 
tions of  useful  influence  and,  widely  known  and 
highly  esteemed  as  representative  men  of  the 
county,  actively  participate  in  social  and  business 
enterprises.  Fraternally,  John  Lawrence  is  a  val- 
ued  meml)er  of  the  Independent   Order   of  Odd 
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Fellows.  The  brothers  are  in  political  affiliation 
stanch  Republicans,  but  our  subject,  Daniel  T. 
Lawrence,  was  a  lifetime  adherent  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  The  fathei  was  ever  deeply  inter- 
ested in  local  and  national  issues.  The  sons  are 
thoroughly  posted  in  the  affairs  of  the  day  and 
intelligently  do  their  full  duty  as  earnest  American 
citizens. 


JTl  OHN  K.  EMMONS.  Few  of  the  citizens  of 
I  Cass  County  have  resided  here  for  so  long 
I  a  period  as  the  venerable  man  who  forms 
^^;^  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  and  who  is  an 
honored  resident  of  Pokagon  Township,  living  on 
section  10.  He  was  born  in  Giles  County,  Va.,  on 
the  18th  of  August,  1808,  and  is  therefore  at  tlie 
present  writing  (1893)  four-score  and  five  years 
old.  His  father,  James  Emmons,  was  born  near 
Fredericksburg,  Va.,  in  1760,  and  was  of  English 
parentage.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  a  resident  of  the  island  of  St.  Helena,  but 
was  kidnapped  and  brought  to  the  Continent, 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

James  Emmons  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  taking  the  place  of  a  brother  who  had  been 
drafted  into  the  service.  He  participated  in  the 
engagements  at  Cowpens  and  Yorktown,  and  for- 
tunately was  never  wounded,  although  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Cowpens  his  comrades  both  on  the  right  and 
left  were  shot.  He  was  a  well-educated  man,  con- 
sidering that  early  period  in  the  Instoiy  of  our 
country,  when  advantages  at  best  were  meagre  and 
opportunities  few.  Mr.  Emmons  married  Miss 
Sarah  Kirk,  and  after  the  death  of  his  parents  he 
emigrated  to  North  Carolina,  where  he  lived  on 
rented  property  for  seven  years.  Later  he  moved 
to  Giles  County,  Va.,  and,  purchasing  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  wild  land,  devoted  his 
attention  to  its  improvement  and  cultivation. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, married  and  reared  families  before  there 
were  any  deaths  in  the  family,  and  it  is  said  that 
during  all  these  years  it  was  never  necessary  to 


call  a  physician.  Mr.  Emmons  came  to  Michigan 
in  1834  with  our  subject,  his  youngest  child,  and 
here  he  remained  until  his  death,  in  1839,  at  an 
advanced  age.  His  wife  survived  until  1853, 
when  she  passed  away  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety.  Both  were  Baptists  in  their  religious  be- 
lief, and  at  the  time  of  the  division  in  that  de- 
nomination identified  themselves  with  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptists,  continuing  in  that  church  until 
their  demise.  Politically,  the  father  was  a  Demo- 
crat, stanch  in  his  adherence  to  that  party.  His 
children  were  as  follows:  Ephraim,  William,  Til- 
man,  Elmer,  James,  John  K.;  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
William  Kirk;  Margaret,  who  married  Thornton 
Duncan;  Nancy,  wife  of  John  Redick;  Sallie,  Mrs. 
William  Kirk;  and  Elsie,  who  married  Jacob  Har- 
lis.  All  are  now  deceased  with  the  exception  of 
our  subject.  The  sisters  were  all  buried  in  differ- 
ent States. 

The  bo34iood  days  of  our  subject  were  passed  in 
his  father's  home,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
assumed  the  management  of  the  farm.  His  mar- 
riage united  him  with  Miss  Elsie,  daughter  of 
John  and  P^lizabeth  (Duncan)  Southern,  natives 
respectively  of  France  and  England.  Mrs.  Em- 
mons was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  died  in 
Michigan  in  April,  1888.  She  was  the  mother  of 
nine  children,  as  follows:  Missouri,  who  married 
J.  A.  Bolton;  James  H.;  Virginia,  who  married  A. 
J.  Myers;  John  P.;  Ellen;  Nancy,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Crandell;  Sarah,  who  married 
Henry  B.  Wesseld;  Charles„  A.  and  Thomas.  All 
are  deceased  with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Bolton, 
Mrs.  Crandell  and  Charles  A. 

Upon  coming  to  Michigan,  Mr.  P^mmons  entered 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  Government  land, 
which  he  cleared  and  improved.  He  was  poor  at 
the  time  of  coming  here,  and  as  there  were  eight 
in  the  family  he  was  forced  to  work  diligently 
and  untiringly  in  order  to  provide  maintenance 
for  his  dependent  ones.  He  was  successful  in  his 
efforts  and  acquired  the  ownership  of  one  hundred 
acres,  which  his  grandson  now  farms.  For  fifty- 
two  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  been  an 
active  worker,  having  served  as  Class-leader  and 
Steward  for  many  years.     Politically,  he  is  a  Pro 
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hibitionist  in  principle  and  is  a,n  interested  v/orker 
in  the  temperance  cause.  Now  in  the  twilight  of 
his  useful  existence,  Mr.  Emmons  is  n earing  the 
bourne  whence  no  traveler  returns,  but  long  after 
he  shall  have  passed  to  his  linal  reward  his  name 
will  be  treasured  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  of 
Cass  County> 


-^^ 


J.  TALLERDAY,  an  energetic  and  pros- 
perous   general  agriculturist  of  Jefferson 

j  A  Township,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  owns  a 
^  finely-improved   homestead  of  ninety-five 

acres,  located  upon  section  13;  but,  placed  in  charge 
of  the  County  Farm  from  1874  to  1882,  and  re- 
appointed to  take  charge  in  1887,  he  will  remain 
through  this  term  of  office  until  1894,  conducting 
the   farm   and  caring  for  the  inmates  of  the  same. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Elkhart  County,  Ind., 
and  was  born  October  31,  1846.  He  is  a  son  of 
Jesse  and  Sophia  (Mechling)  Tallerday,  who  made 
their  home  for  many  years  in  Indiana.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  James  Tallerday,  was  a  native 
of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  shoemaker 
by  trade.  His  wife,  Betsey  (Wooley)  Tallerday, 
bore  him  a  family  of  seven  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. The  sons  in  the  order  of  their  birth  were, 
Jesse,  John,  Austin,  Andrew,  David,  Marshall  and 
Calvin.  Of  the  daughters,  Rebecca  was  the  eldest, 
Sarah  was  the  second  and  Mary  the  youngest. 
Grandfather  Tallerday  was  twice  married,  his  sec- 
ond wife  being  Mrs.  Maria  Wilson,  who  became 
the  mother  of  tliree  children,  two  of  whom  are 
deceased.  James  Tallerday  went  to  Cold  water, 
Mich.,  in  the  early  days  of  1834,  but  in  the  year 
1835  located  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  where  he 
survived  until  April,  1875.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  pursuit  of  agriculture  the  latter  part  of  his 
life,  and  died  upon  a  farm.  He  was  a  sincere 
Christian  and  a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

The  paternal  great-grandfather,  John  Taller- 
day, established  his  family  in  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  on  that  old  homestead  the  third  gener- 


ation of  the  Tallerdays  was  born.  The  father  of 
our  subject  remained  in  Dutchess  County  from  his 
birth  until  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  the 
West.  He  was  early  trained  in  farming  duties  and 
grew  up  manly  and  self-reliant.  Journeying  first 
to  Michigan  and  thence  to  Indiana,  Jesse  Tallerday 
resided  in  the  latter  State  until  November,  1846, 
at  which  date  he  settled  in  Mason  Township,  Cass 
County, Mich.,  and  invested  in  eighty  acres  of  ex- 
cellent farming  land,  which  he  industriously  im- 
proved. In  1856  Father  Tallerday  located  near  Cass- 
opolis,  buying  a  farm  of  about  two  hundred  acres, 
which  he  later  sold.  An  upright  man,  of  ster- 
ling integrity  of  character,  he  was  highly  respected 
and  his  death  was  mourned  as  a  public  loss  when 
he  passed  to  his  rest  in  March,  1869,  aged  forty- 
eight  3^ears.  Politically  he  was  a  Democrat,  and, 
fraternally,  was  associated  with  the  Ancient  Free 
(fe  Accepted  Masons.  His  good  wife  survived  him 
until  October  3,  1887,  and  was  at  the  time  of  her 
death  sixty-four  years  of  age.  The  following 
children  clustered  in  the  home  of  the  parents: 
Mary,  John,  A.  J.,  Jane,  Rathbun,  David,  Charles, 
Polly,  Keegan;  Delia,  who  was  four  years  of  age 
when  she  died;  Walter,  who  died  at  seven  years 
of  age;  and  Rachel,  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  mother  of  these  sons  and  daughters  was  lx)rn 
in  Westmoreland,  Pa.,  and  was  the  child  of  Philip 
and  Charlotte  (Shoemaker)  Mechling,  the  mater- 
nal grandparents  being  also  natives  of  the  Qua- 
ker State.  Grandfather  Mechling  was  a  fuller  by 
trade,  and  in  1833  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  South 
Bend,  Ind.  He  died  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind., 
in  1870,  having  been  preceded  to  the  better  world 
by  his  faithful  wife,  who  had  some  time  previously 
passed  away  in  F^lkhart  County.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  was  the  eleventh  child  of  the  six  sons 
and  seven  daughters  who  clustered  about  the  fam- 
ily hearth.  Grandfather  Mechling  was  in  religious 
belief  a  Lutheran,  and  his  excellent  wife  was  a 
member  of  the^ German  Baptist  Church. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  the  farm  of  his 
parents  and  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
home  neighborhood.  Having  attained  his  twenty- 
first  birthday  Mr.  Tallerday  began  life  for  himself, 
tilling  the  soil  of  the  home  farm.  He  was  married 
September  18,  1877,  to  Miss  Elizabeth   George,  a 
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native  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Luke  and  Maria  (Lonnon)  George, 
both  natives  of  England.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
came  to  the  United  States  about  1850  and  imme- 
diately engaged  in  farming.  In  1866  they  removed 
to  the  farther  West  and  located  permanently  in 
Cass  County,  Mich.  Mr.  George  died  June  16, 
1892,  aged  seventy-eight,  but  his  devoted  wife  yet 
survives.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  sons  and 
five  daughters.  Eight  lived  to  adult  age.  William 
is  now  deceased.  Maria  Shaffer  is  the  second  in 
order  of  birth.  Then  followed  Mary  Van  Mater, 
Fred  (deceased),  James,  Robert  (deceased),  Emma 
Norton,  Elizabeth  and  Jennie  Norton.  The  fam- 
ily of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Tallerday  consists  of 
three  children,  Gideon,  Jesse  and  Ray.  Mrs.  Tal- 
lerday is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  is 
ever  ready  to  assist  in  social  and  benevolent  en- 
terprises. Our  subject  is  a  strong  Democrat,  an 
ardent  believer  in  the  principles  of  the  party. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Ancient 
Free  &  Accepted  Masons  and  is  a  liberal-spirited 
citizen,  interested  in  local  progress. 


JOHN  W.  FLE WELLING  is  engaged  exten- 
sively in  raising  and  shipping  stock,  as  well 
as  in  general  agricultural  pursuits,  and  is 
the  owner  of  a  finely-improved  farm  located 
on  section  5,  Pokagon  Township,  Cass  County. 
As  a  stock  dealer  he  has  been  especially  successful, 
and  for  fourteen  years  or  more  has  conducted  an 
extensive  business  in  that  line.  His  biography, 
which  we  will  now  briefly  review,  affords  another 
illustration  of  the  fact  that  industry  and  good 
judgment  will  almost  invariably  bring  their  pos- 
sessor abundant  material  success,  although  at  the 
commencement  of  his  business  career  he  may  have 
neither  capital  nor  friends. 

Born  in  Marion  County,  Ohio,  April  1,  1827, 
our  subject  is  the  son  of  John  and  Catherine 
(DePew)  Flewelling.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Jesse  Flewelling,  was  either  a  native  of  Wales  or  of 
Welsh  parentage,  and  spent  his  life  principally  in 


Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  He  and  his  wife  Sarah 
reared  six  children,  namely:  John,  father  of  our 
subject;  Richard;  Harrison;  Morris;  Sarah,  Mrs.  E. 
Dewe}^;  and  Mrs.  Maria  Shepherd.  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1794,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  that  place. 
Although  quite  young  when  the  War  of  1812  com- 
menced, he  enlisted  in  the  defense  of  our  country 
and  served  with  valor  until  the  close  of  the  con- 
flict. He  was  also  a  participant  in  the  Black  Hawk 
War  under  Gen.  Harrison.  He  fortunately  escaped 
uninjured  in  the  latter  war,  but  in  the  War  of  1812 
was  wounded  in  the  breast  by  a  stray  bullet. 

After  his  marriage  to  Catherine  DePew  in  On- 
tario County,  N.  Y.,  John  Plewelhng  removed  to 
Ohio  and  located  in  Marion  County.  He  was  a 
general  mechanic,  and  followed  that  trade  through- 
out his  active  life.  In  1831  he  went  to  La  Grange 
Township,  Cass  County,  making  the  trip  overland 
with  wagons,  and  after  his  arrival  purchased  eighty 
acres,  which  he  proceeded  to  clear  and  improve. 
He  sold  and  bought  several  farms  in  different 
townships  of  Cass  County,  but  finally  purchased 
sixty  acres  in  Pokagon  Township,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death,  which  occurred  January 
22,  1869.  A  Democrat  in  his  political  belief,  he 
held  many  important  offices  in  his  township  and 
county.  He  was  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  and  a  man  whose  upright  life  proved  the 
sincerity  of  his  religious  belief. 

The  first  wife  of  John  Flewelling  was  Catherine, 
daughter  of  Jesse  and  Sarah  DePew,  all  of  whom 
were  natives  of  New  York.  Four  children  were 
born  of  this  marriage,  one  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  others  were  Araasa,  who  died  in  1849; 
Lyda,  who  married  Peter  Brady;  and  John  W.,  of 
this  sketch.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr. 
Flewelling  married  Ellen  Brady,  who  bore  him 
eleven  children.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  re- 
mained at  home  until  he  was  twenty-one,  when  he 
commenced  to  work  by  the  month  and  continued 
in  the  employ  of  others  for  four  years.  His  first 
purchase  of  land  consisted  of  eighty  acres  in  Po- 
kagon Township,  which  hXi  subsequently  sold,  and 
bought  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-six acres. 

In  1852  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Flewelling 
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to  Miss  Margaret  Williams.  Eiglit  children  were 
born  of  this  union,  as  follows:  Mary,  Mrs.  William 
Jenkins;  Hilda,  who  married  Frank  McCoy;  Will- 
iam; Louisa  and  Austin,  deceased;  Isaac;  Andrew, 
deceased;  and  Maggie,  the  wife  of  F.  A.  Ireland. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Fie  welling 
married  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Kyle)  Hogue,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylva- 
nia and  Ohio.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Flewelling  bore  the  name  of  John  Hogue,  and  was 
born  in  Ireland,  emigrating  thence  to  the  United 
States,  where  he  afterward  resided.  One  son  has 
blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flewelling, 
Lyle,  a  promising  young  man  of  ability  and  en- 
terprise, who  now  cultivates  the  home  farm.  In 
his  political  preferences  Mr.  Flewelling  is  an  active 
supporter  of  the  platform  of  the  Democratic  party, 
to  which  he  gives  the  weight  of  his  influence  and 
ballot. 


-^'W^ 

(i>.^^^ 


\YRON  H.  CASTERLINE.  The  farming 
class  of  America,  and  especially  of  the 
northern  tier  of  States,  is  notable  for  the 
degree  of  intelligence  that  is  possessed 
by  its  representatives.  Our  subject  belongs  to 
one  of  the  most  progressive  of  families,  and  is 
proud  of  the  fact  that  his  father  was  one  of  those 
fast-disappearing  landmarks  of  a  heroic  past,  an 
early  i)ioneer. 

Mr.  Casterline  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he 
now  lives,  in  Penn  Township,  Cass  County,  Octo- 
ber 18,  1847.  His  parents.  Dr.  Thomas  J.  and  Ra- 
chel M.  (Hurlburt)  Casterline,  were  natives  of  the 
Empire  State,  the  father  born  in  Romulus,  Seneca 
County,  January  3,  1813.  Our  subject's  paternal 
grandparents,  Barreabas  and  Rhoda  Casterline, 
were  natives  of  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  whence 
they  removed  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century  to  Seneca  County,  that  State.  Dr.  Thomas 
J.  Casterline  was  a  very  successful  physician  and 
was  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  profession  until 
late  in  life,  when  he  gave  his  attention  to  farming. 
His  death  occurred  on  the  15th  of  June,  1889. 
His  wife  was  a  native  of  Canaan,  Conn.,  born  Jan- 


uary 4,  1818,  and  both  were  exemplary  members 
of  the  Disciples  Church.  She  died  in  Cass  County 
about  1890.  They  came  to  Cass  County,  Mich., 
in  1844, and  settled  on  the  farm  where  our  subject 
now  resides.     The  father  was  of  German  descent. 

The  third  in  order  of  birth  of  the  four  children 
born  to  the  above  worthy  couple,  Byron  Caster- 
line, was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  county, 
receiving  a  fair  education  in  the  common  schools. 
He  was  married  in  1886  to  Miss  Anna  McKay,  who 
was  born  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  about  1870,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  David  McKay,  a  resident  of 
Kansas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Casterline's  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children,  all  bright 
and  interesting:  Beatta,  L3^1e  and  Thomas  J. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Casterline  has  always 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  first 
Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  H.  Seymour.  He  is 
a  public-spirited  citizen,  active  and  progressive, 
and  no  worthy  movement  is  allowed  to  fail  for 
want  of  support  on  his  part.  He  has  witnessed 
the  growth  of  this  township  through  all  its  stages 
from  a  wild  and  trackless  wilderness  to  its  present 
beautifully  improved  and  productive  state.  While 
public-spirited  and  generous,  the  major  part  of 
his  attention  has  always  been  paid  to  his  farm. 
He  owns  one  hundred  and  forty-one  acres  of  good 
land,  located  six  miles  northeast  of  the  county 
seat,  and  he  devotes  himself  to  general  farming. 
He  is  not  a  member  of  any  secret  organization,  but 
his  father  was  a  member  of  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows. 


BRAHAM  DIEFFENBACHER,  for  two- 
score  years  a  resident  of  his  fine  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  now  under 
a  fine  state  of  cultivation  and  well  im- 
proved with  substantial  and  commodious  buildings, 
is  one  of  the  representative  agriculturists  of  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  and  has  long  been  a  prosperous 
citizen  of  Ontwa  Township.  Our  subject  is  a  na- 
tive  of   Northumberland    County,   Pa.,  and   was 
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born  February  4,  1814.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Follmer)  Dieffenbacher.  Tlie  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Conrad  Dieffenbacher,  emi- 
grated from  the  Fatherland  to  America  in  Colon- 
ial days  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a 
man  of  persevering  industry  and  energy,  and  was 
prospered  in  his  new  home.  After  a  long  life  of 
busy  usefulness  he  passed  away  within  the  boun- 
daries of  the  Quaker  State.  He  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and,  hap- 
pily married,  reared  six  sons  and  several  daugh- 
ters. The  sons  were  Conrad,  David,  Henry,  John, 
Jacob  and  Abraham. 

John  Dieffenbacher  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
July  13,  1771,  and  died  aged  seventy-one.  He 
was  the  father  of  twelve  children,  ten  of  whom 
lived  to  maturity.  Catherine  Newcomber  passed 
away  in  Illinois;  Jacob  died  in  Pennsylvania; 
p]lizabeth  died  in  Cass  County,  Mich.;  Susan  is 
with  her  brother;  Daniel  resides  in  Niagara  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.;  Abraham  and  Conrad  were  twins,  and  the 
latter  died  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.;  David  passed 
away  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  with  our  subject;  John 
is  next;  and  Margaret  Miller  died  in  Harrisburgh, 
Pa.  Two  children,  Leonard  and  Jonathan,  died  in 
youth.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania.  She  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  sevent3^-two  years.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Ja- 
cob Follmer,  who  came  from  Germany  to  the  Un- 
ited States,  and,  a  Christian  man,  was  a  member  of 
the  German  Reformed  Church.  Mr.  Dieffenbacher 
was  reared  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  parents 
and  received  his  education  in  the  little  subscrip- 
tion schools  of  those  early  days.  When  twenty 
years  old  he  began  life  for  himself,  working  by  the 
day  and  month  for  two  years. 

Our  subject  later  engaged  in  selling  threshers 
and  rowers  and  continued  in  that  employment 
one  year,  then  going  into  business  in  Harrisburg. 
He  next  spent  two  years  in  Painsborough,  Pa., 
;uid  afterward  remained  at  his  home  one  year. 
About  1847  he  journeyed  to  Michigan  by  stage, 
and  first  located  in  South  Bend,  where  he  helped 
to  make  threshers  for  two  summers,  and  for  twelve 
months  was  employed  in  Constantine.  In  1850, 
he  bought  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  one  hun- 
dred in  Michigan  and   eighty  in  Indiana,  and  to 


this  homestead  has  devoted  his  faithful  care,  being 
annually  rewarded  by  an  abundant  harvest.  For 
two  seasons  he  j)rofitably  ran  a  thresher,  and  has 
with  thrift  and  ceaseless  industry  won  his  way  up- 
ward, now  possessing  a  comfortable  competence. 
He  is  essentially  a  self-made  man,  and  by  his  own 
effoi  ts  has  attained  success  in  life.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  is  liberal  in  its 
support.  Up  to  1884  he  was  a  sturdy  Democrat. 
Never  an  officer-seeker,  he  takes  an  intelligent 
interest  in  local  and  National  affairs.  One  sister 
and  brother  comprise  the  household  of  Mr.  Dief- 
fenbacher. Our  subject,  arriving  in  the  West  in 
the  early  days,  has  been  intimately  associated  with 
the  growth  and  progress  of  his  present  locality 
and  is  widely  known  and  esteemed  by  his  fellows- 
townsmen. 


E^ 


\|]_^  ENRY  S.  WILLIAMSON,  a  successful  far- 
-.  mer  of  Berrien  County  and  the  owner  of  a 
well-improved  tract  of  land  on  section  35, 
^  Lincoln  Township,  was  born  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  May  30,  1846.  He  is  the  son  of  Benjamin 
Williamson,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who  removed 
thence  to  Virginia  in  his  boyhood,  and  at  the  age 
of  about  twenty  years  located  in  Daj^ton,  Ohio. 
In  Miami  County,  Ohio,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Snyder, 
and  after  that  important  event  he  located  in  Clay 
Township,  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
followed  farming  pursuits.  Finallj^  disposing  of 
his  property,  he  removed  to  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
about  1850,  and  resided  in  that  city  until  his  death 
in  1870.  By  trade  a  carpenter,  he,  however,  was 
principally  engaged  in  agricultural  operations. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  nine  children, 
of  whom  four  grew  to  niaturity  and  are  now  liv- 
ing, namely:  Elmiia,  a  resident  of  Berrien  County 
and  the  wife  of,C.  Brown;  Hiram,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  at  Indianapolis;  Susan,  Mrs. 
Davis,  whose  home  is  near  Decatur,  III.;  and  Henry 
S.,  our  subject.  The  father  of  these  children  was  a 
man  of  prominence  in  the  various  communities  of 
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which  he  was  a  resident  at  different  periods  of  his 
life.  Politically  a  Whig,  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of 
Montgomer}^  County,  Ohio,  and  served  in  that  re- 
sponsible position  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
tlie  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  In  his  relig- 
ious convictions  he  was  identified  with  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  maintained  a  constant  in- 
terest in  religious  enterprises. 

Orphaned  by  the  death  of  his  mother  when  he 
was  one  and  one-half  years  of  age,  the  subject  of 
this  notice  was  afterward  taken  into  the  home  of 
his  uncle,  Elijah  Williamson,  in  Warren  County, 
Ohio,  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood.  He  gained 
the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
Warren  County  and  afterward  conducted  his  studies 
in  the  University  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  then  known 
as  the  Soutii western  Normal.  After  having  grad- 
uated from  that  institution,  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  at  Fletcher,  Ohio,  and  also  assisted  in 
the  Normal  at  Lebanon. 

Coming  to  Michigan  in  1868,  Mr.  Williamson 
located  in  Lincoln  Township,  and  for  a  time  taught 
school  in  Oronoko  Township,  Berrien  County.  Sub- 
sequently he  became  superintendent  for  A.  L. 
Putnam  in  the  lumber  business  and  filled  this  posi- 
tion for  three  years,  after  which  he  embarked  in 
fruit  farming.  In  1876  he  located  on  the  farm 
where  he  still  resides,  a  place  consisting  of  eighty 
acres,  sixty  of  which  are  highly  improved  and  in 
a  good  state  of  cultivation.  In  addition  to  gen- 
eral farming  he  makes  a  specialty  of  stock-raising, 
and  has  a  number  of  fine  horses  and  cattle  on  his 
farm.  In  the  former,  his  favorites  are  the  Mor- 
gans and  Hambletonians,  and  he  breeds  principally 
roadsters.  One  of  his  stallions  has  gained  a  con- 
siderable local  reputation.  This  is  "  Jim  Blaine,*' 
the  son  of  "  Thomas  Jefferson,''  the  dam  being  a 
Morgan  mare,  and  one  of  the  finest  horses  in 
southwestern  Michigan. 

August  22,  1869,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Williamson  to  Miss  Theressa  E.,  daughter  of  Gould 
Parrish.  This  accomplished  lady  was  born  in  Ber- 
rien County,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  here 
and  at  Soutli  Bend,  Ind.  For  a  time  prior  to  her 
marriage  she  engaged  in  teaching  in  this  county 
and  was  very  successful  as  an  instructor.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Williamson   are  the   parents  of  two  children. 


Mabel  A.  and  Lillian  M.,  both  of  whom  are  at 
home.  In  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Williamson  is  a 
Prohibitionist,  and  is  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
party  in  the  township.  His  wife  and  daughters 
are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  take  an  especial  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  Sunday-school. 


^.^^^^^ 


IRAM  FINNEY,  an  energetic  and  successful 
I  farmer,  owns  a  highly  improved  homestead 
'^^^  of  ninety  acres,  pleasant Ij^  located  upon 
(^  section  10,  Galien  Township,  Berrien  Coun- 
ty, Mich.  Our  subject  was  the  son  of  James  and 
Sarah  (Myers)  Finney,  and  was  born  in  Holmes 
County,  Ohio,  in  1845.  James  Finney  was  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  probably  reared  on 
a  farm.  He  received  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation and  faithfully  prepared  himself  for  a  teach- 
er, following  the  profession  of  an  instructor  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  also  acquired  the  trade 
of  shoemaking,  but  devoted  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  entirely  to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  residing 
in  Ohio,  where  he  owned  a  small  fruit  farm.  He 
was  married  in  the  old  Quaker  State,  being  un- 
ited in  wedlock  with  Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Myers,  his  wife  also  having  been  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The  eight  children  who  clustered  about  the 
old  home  were:  James, Daniel,  Alexander,  George, 
Isaiah  (deceased),  Hiram  (our  subject),  Catherine, 
and  Louisa  (deceased).  The  father  and  mother 
were  devout  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
In  political  affiliations,  James  Finney  was  a  sturdj'^ 
Democrat  and  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  party. 
After  a  life  of  busy  usefulness  he  passed  away  in 
1869.  His  estimable  wife  survived  him  several 
years.  When  our  subject  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  he 
began  life  for  himself,  and  has  self-reliantly 
fouglit  his  way  upward  unaided.  He  first  worked 
on  a  farm,  receiving  $S  per  month,  and  continued 
in  the  employ  of  others  until  his  marriage.  The 
lady  whom  he  made  his  wife  was  Miss  Mary  L. 
Zigler,  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (Wade)  Zig- 
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ler.  The  home  was  blessed  with  four  children, 
three  of  whom,  two  daughters  and  a  son,  are 
yet  living.  Elmer  E.  is  the  eldest;  Anna  M.  is 
next  in  order  of  birth;  Rebecca  is  the  youngest; 
and  a  twin  of  Elmer  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Finney  was  but  eighteen  years  of  age  when 
he  emigrated  to  the  farther  West  and  located  in 
St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.  In  his  new  home  he 
made  the  acquaintance  of  his  future  wife  and  was 
married.  After  his  marriage  our  subject  rented 
land  and  gave  his  entire  time  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. Having  spent  about  seven  years  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  he  decided  to  make  a  change,  and 
with  his  family  located  in  Michigan,  settling  in 
Berrien  County  in  1870.  From  that  period  of 
time  he  has  been  a  constant  resident  of  the  county, 
although  it  has  been  only  a  few  years  since  he 
purchased  his  farm  of  ninety  acres  and  removed 
hither.  Sixty  acres  were  well  improved  when 
Mr.  Finney  bought  the  farm.  The  thirty  acres  of 
timber  he  has  since  cleared.  Aside  from  the  pur- 
suit of  general  agriculture,  he  has  profitably 
liandled  a  high  grade  of  draft  horses,  some  of  the 
best  in  this  part  of  the  State.  Our  subject  is  act- 
ively interested  in  public  affairs,  and  is  politically 
a  Democrat.  He  has  no  desire  for  political  pro- 
motion and  although  requested  to  become  High- 
way Commissioner  refused  to  accept  the  position. 


+— ^^ 


eHARLES  TIETSORT,  a  prosperous  agricul- 
turist of  Cass  County,  residing  on  section 
25,  La  Grange  Township,  was  born  in  the 
village  of  Cassopolis,  this  county,  April  9,  1843. 
The  family  of  which  he  is  a  worthy  representative 
originated  in  Holland  and  the  name  was  formerly 
spelled  Tietsworth.  The  first  of  the  name  who 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  had  a  son  Peter, 
who  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1744,  and  died  in 
Butler  County,  Ohio,  in  1831.  His  life  occupation 
was  that  of  a  farmer.  In  New  Jersey  he  married 
a  Miss  Huff,  and  when  his  son  Abraham  was  a 
young  man  he  removed  to  Kentucky,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a  few  years,  and  thence  went  to  Butler 


County,  Ohio.  Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat  and 
a  strong  anti-slavery  man.  He  and  his  wife  reared 
the  following  children:  Cornelius;  Catherine,  the 
wife  of  Frederick  Reed;  Peter,  Jr.;  P^lizabeth,  who 
married  Isaac  Thompson;  and  Abraham. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Abraham  Tiet- 
sort,  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1777  and  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  that  State.  His  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  common  schools,  and  being  fond  of 
reading  he  became  a  very  apt  scholar  for  the  time 
in  which  he  lived.  Accompanying  his  parents  to 
Kentucky,  he  there  married,  February  14,  1802, 
Miss  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  Henry  Banta,  and 
a  native  of  Kentucky,  having  been  born  there  on 
the  6th  of  January,  1784.  The  year  following  his 
marriage  Abraham  Tietsort  moved  to  Butler 
County,  Ohio,  and  entered  Government  land 
twenty-eight  miles  from  the  present  site  of  Cincin- 
nati, which  then  was  not  even  a  village. 

In  1828  Grandfather  Tietsort  migrated  to  Mich- 
igan and  settled  at  Niles,  but  about  one  year  af- 
terward came  to  Cass  County,  entering  land  near 
where  Cassopolis  now  stands.  His  eldest  son  entered 
about  one-half  the  land  occupied  b}^  the  present 
site  of  the  village.  This  pioneer  family,  being  of 
limited  means,  brought  all  their  earthly  effects  with 
them  in  wagons  from  Ohio  and  in  this  new  coun- 
try  endured  all  the  hardships  incident  to  frontier 
life.  Abraham  Tietsort  was  a  man  of  irreproach- 
able character,  charitable  to  Miose  in  need  and  len- 
ient in  disposition.  In  his  religious  belief  he  was 
a  Universalist  and  was  a  close  student  of  the  Bible. 
His  political  views  were  in  harmony  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  Socially,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  and  was  present  at  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Niles  lodge,  which  was  one  of  the 
first  in  western  Michigan.  Although  not  an  oilice- 
seeker,  he  was  frequently  called  upon  to  fill  differ- 
ent positions  in  the  township  and  county. 

Abraham  and  Margaret  Tietsort  had  a  family  of 
six  children,  namely:  Abraham,  Jr.;  Catherine,  the 
wife  of  Washington  Reed;  Levi,  Henry,  Cornelius 
B.  (father  of  our  subject)  and  Squire,  all  of  them 
being  now  deceased  with  the  exception  of  Henry. 
The  first  home  of  this  pioneer  family  in  Cass 
County  was  of  a  very  modest  kind,  being  con- 
structed of  round  logs,  with  a  puncheon  floor  and 
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stick  chimnoy,  while  the  dimensions  of  the  struc- 
ture were  only  18x16  feet.  On  their  trip  to  IMich- 
igan  there  was  not  a  single  liouse  on  the  road  be- 
tween Ft.  Wayne  and  Elkhart,  Ind.,  where  may 
now  be  seen  thriving  villages  and  finely-improved 
farms.  Father  and  sons  labored  to  build  up  a  com- 
fortable home,  and  lived  to  enjo}^  to  some  extent 
the  fruits  of  their  labors.  Grandfather  Tietsort 
was  a  patriotic  man  and  served  in  the  War  of  1812, 
while  his  eldest  son  took  an  active  part  in  the 
Black  Hawk  War. 

Cornelius  B.  Tietsort,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  January  24,  1820. 
At  the  age  of  eight  years  he  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Michigan,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  in 
the  wild  country  with  the  children  of  savage 
Indians  for  his  only  playmates.  Through  his  wide 
range  of  reading  he  acquired  a  general  knowledge 
of  the  world  and  its  history,  though  his  education 
was  limited  to  the  rudest  of  the  early  schools  of  a 
now  country.  In  his  youth  he  learned  the  trade 
of  carpenter  and  joiner,  which  he  followed  during 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  connection  with  his 
farming  pursuits. 

The  marriage  of  Cornelius  B.  Tietsort  to  Eliza- 
beth McEnterfer  was  solemnized  in  1840.  Mrs. 
Tietsort  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  Janu- 
ary 7,  1823,  and  was  six  years  old  when  she  accom- 
panied her  parents,  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Fisher) 
McEnterfer,  to  Michigan,  settling  in  White  Pigeon. 
The  union  of  Cornelius  B.  and  P^lizabeth  Tietsort 
was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children:  Charles, 
Satiah  and  Frank;  the  daughter  became  Mrs.  Charles 
Berry,  but  is  now  deceased.  Socially,  the  father 
was  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  at  Cassopolis,  and  in  his  political  belief  he 
was  a  stanch  Democrat.  After  his  marriage  he 
resided  for  two  years  on  a  farm  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Mich.,  whence  he  returned  to  Cass  County 
and  remained  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
April  22,  1870.  His  wife  survived  him  a  score  of 
years,  passing  away  April  21,  1890. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  received  in  the 
schools  of  Cassopolis,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
he  and  his  brother  assumed  the  management  of  the 
home  farm,  which  they  operated  for  a  number  of 
years  together.     He  is  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of 


highly-cultivated  and  finely-improved  land,  lying 
just  outside  of  the  corporate  limits  of  the  village 
of  Cassopolis.  As  a  farmer,  he  brings  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  land  his  energies  and  abilities,  and  as 
a  result  of  his  efforts  he  has  accumulated  a  compe- 
tency and  gained  a  position  among  the  foremost 
agriculturists  of  the  county.  A  Democrat  in  his 
political  connections,  he  has  been  chosen  to  repre- 
sent his  party  in  numerous  county  conventions, and 
has  rendered  elficient  service  in.  whatever  position 
he  has  been  called  to  occupy. 


x^  HARLES  H.  FRENCH,  an  enterprising  gen- 
(|(  eral  agriculturist,  handles  some  highly-bred 

^^^^  stock  upon  his  fine  homestead  located  on 
section  1,  Bertrand  Township,  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  and  owns  one  of  the  most  attractive  farm- 
ing [)roperties  in  this  part  of  the  county.  A 
number  of  valuable  horses  are  housed  on  the  old 
farm,  whose  large  acreage,  brought  up  to  a  highly 
productive  state,  is  also  improved  by  excellent 
buildings,  a  handsome  and  commodious  house,  and 
capacious  and  substantial  barns.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  October  11, 
1851.  His  father,  Samuel  French,  was  a  native  of 
Hague,  N.  Y.,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  birth phice.  Trained  in  the  daily  routine  of 
agricultural  life  from  his  boyhood,  he  attained 
manhood  self-reliant  and  energetic,  and  entered 
with  resolution  into  the  tilling  of  the  soil  upon 
his  own  account.  He  married  com[)aratively  early 
in  life,  and  with  his  wife  located  near  Borodino 
upon  a  farm.  After  due  consideration  the  father 
and  mother  resolved  to  make  their  home  in  the 
West,  and  in  1854  with  their  family  journeyed  to 
Michigan  and  settled  in  Berrien  County,  upon  the 
one  hundred  and  fifty- five  acre  farm  where  our 
subject  now  resides. 

Financially  prospered  in  his  Western  home, 
Samuel  French  added  to  his  original  purchase, 
until  at  the  time  of  his  death  the  homestead  con^ 
tained  three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  acres  of  val- 
uable land.     The  father  was  a  thoroughly  practical 
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farmer  and  his  ventures  in  stock  resulted  profit- 
ably. He  was  never  a  [)olitician  in  the  common 
acceptation  of  the  term,  but  was  actively  interested 
in  local  and  national  issues  and  voted  the  Repub- 
lican ticket.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  in  Buchanan  Township  from  its  organ- 
ization in  1857,  was  an  Elder  all  that  time,  and 
liberally  assisted  in  its  support  and  the  extension 
of  its  good  work.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent 
members  of  the  County  Grange,  and  was  identified 
with  numerous  progressive  enterprises  and  partic- 
ipated in  all  matters  of  public  welfare.  He  died 
mourned  by  many  friends  with  whom  he  had 
fraternally  associated  almost  two-score  years,  pass- 
ing to  his  rest  February  7,  1892.  He  was  in- 
terred in  the  presence  of  a  large  congregation  !n 
the  Howe  Cemetery.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Titus  French,  was  like  his  immediate  descendants 
a  native  of  the  Empire  State.  A  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, he  courageously  shouldered  a  gun  in  the 
hour  of  need  and  served  in  the  War  of   1812. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Sarah  (Bliss)  French, 
was  born  in  New  York  and  died  at  fifty-seven 
years  of  age.  Her  father  was  born  in  England 
and  emigrated  to  America  when  a  young  man. 
The  father  and  mother  of  Charles  H.  French  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  three  daughters  and 
four  sons.  The  eldest  and  youngest  child  died  in 
infancy.  Our  subject  was  the  sixth  child  and  the 
fourth  son,  and  accompanied  his  parents  to  Mich- 
igan when  a  little  child  two  years  of  age.  He 
attended  the  district  schools  of  Buchanan  Town- 
ship, and  when  old  enough  began  to  assist  upon 
the  farm.  He  remained  with  his  father  and  mother 
until  his  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  H.  Geyer,  October 
18,  1876.  The  bride  was  a  native  of  Indiana.  Im- 
mediately following  the  wedding,  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife  made  their  home  in  Bertrand 
Township,  Berrien  County.  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  French 
did  not  survive  her  marriage  many  years,  but  lived 
to  become  the  mother  of  three  children :  Carson  G., 
Stella  May  and  Charles  F.  A  second  time  Mr. 
French  entered  matrimonial  bonds,  his  present  wife 
having  been  Miss  Lucy  A.  Feather,  daughter  of 
J.  H.  and  Lucy  (Bachtel)  Feather.  Mrs.  French  was 
born  in  Oronoko  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich. 
J3y  his  second  wife  our  subject  has  np  children. 


The  valuable  homestead  was  materially  improved 
in  1877  by  the  erection  of  the  modern  residence, 
which  cost  $3,000.  With  the  exception  of  six 
acres  of  attractive  woodland,  the  entire  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  acres  is  all  finely  cul- 
tivated and  highly  productive.  Mr.  French,  like 
his  honored  father,  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  liberal  and  progressive  in  his  ideas 
and  fully  appreciates  the  obligations  entailed  upon 
all  loyal  American  citizens. 


WILLIAM  SHUJ 
America,  and 
^  ^      tier  of  States, 


ILLIAM  SHULTZ.  The  farming  class  of 
d  especially  of  the  Northern 
is  notable  for  the  degree  of 
intelligence  that  is  possessed  by  its  representa- 
tives. William  Shultz  belonged  to  one  of  the  most 
progressive  of  families,  and  is  proud  of  the  fact 
that  his  father  was  one  of  those  fast  disappearing 
landmarks  of  the  heroic  past,  an  earl}^  pioneer.  Mr. 
Shultz  is  a  native  of  this  county,  born  on  the  7th 
of  February,  1843,  and  here  he  has  passed  almost 
his  entire  life.  He  is  one  of  those  thrifty  and 
energetic  farmers  for  which  Berrien  County  has 
become  well  known,  and  in  the  conduct  of  his  af- 
fairs has  shown  good  judgment  and  business  fore- 
sight. 

He  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  three  chil- 
dren born  to  John  G.  and  Elizabeth  (Storick) 
Shultz,  nativesrespectively  of  Maryland  and  Penn- 
sylvania. The  father  came  to  this  State  in  1835, 
when  a  young  man,  and  the  Storick  family  made 
their  advent  into  this  section  about  the  same  time. 
The  parents  were  married  in  Berrien  County  in 
1836.  As  Mr.  Shultz  had  about  $200  on  coming 
to  this  county,  he  invested  it  in  the  butcliering 
business,  but  this  did  not  prove  a  paying  invest- 
ment. For  one  year  after  this  he  drove  a  team 
for  Pit  Brown,  who  kept  a  tavern  in  what  is  now 
Berrien  Springs,  when  the  town  was  under  the  hill. 
His  next  move  was  to  enter  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
this  township,  where  G.  N.  Parkton  now  re- 
sides, and  the  same  year  he  entered  the  old  Shultz 
homestead.  The  Indians  were  then  quite  numer- 
ous but  friendly, and  the  wood  abounded  in  game, 
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For  five  years  Iiulians  made  sugar  on  the  eighty- 
acre  tract,  and  he  then  began  clearing  it  of  the 
lieavy  timber  with  whicli  it  was  covered.  At  the 
end  of  three  or  four  years  he  entered  eigiity  acres 
more  adjoining,  and  still  later  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  acres  also  adjoining,  which  was 
slightly  improved.  Following  this,  he  bought  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  for  his  son-in-law,  Byron 
Pennell,  and  during  the  war  he  ])urchased  and 
gave  his  son-in-law  Amos  Painter  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  all  of  which  was  accumulated  by 
the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  Mr.  Shultz  from  1838 
to  1864.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  August,  1888,  he  had  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
acres  of  the  home  place  under  an  excellent  state 
of  cultivation.  His  first  residence  in  the  wilder- 
ness was  a  log  house,  with  rough  board  flooring 
and  one  window  and  one  door.  Later  he  had  a 
matched  floor  put  in,  and  then  a  brick  chimney. 
In  1852  he  erected  a  good  frame  barn, and  soon 
after  a  two-story  frame  dwelling,  the  latter  costing 
about  $2,500,  as  everything  was  dressed  by  hand. 
This  residence  still  stands  and  is  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation. 

Mr.  Shultz  built  his  next  residence  in  1880,  a 
two-story  brick  of  twelve  rooms.  The  brick  was 
purchased  in  Cass  Count^^  Mich.,  and  hauled  with 
teams  to  the  farm.  This  house  cost  $4,000.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Shultz  was  worth  from 
$18,000  to  $20,000  after  giving  each  of  his  chil- 
dren from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four  acres  of  land.  All  of  this 
was  the  result  of  great  industry  and  good  man- 
agement on  his  part,  for  he  was  strictly  a  self- 
made  man.  His  children  were  as  follows:  Mrs. 
Harriet  Painter,  wife  of  Amos  Painter;  Sarah,  wife 
of  Byron  Pennell;  and  William,  our  subject.  Mr. 
Shultz  was  seventy-nine  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  his  death;  and  his  wife,  who  died  the  same  year, 
was  eighty-eight  years  of  age,  nearly  ten  years 
older  than  her  husband.  Many  years  previous  to 
his  death  Mr.  Shultz  attached  himself  to  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  for  twelve  years  previous  to 
her  death  Mrs.  Shultz  was  a  member  of  the  Dunk- 
ard  Church.  No  better  citizens  made  their  homes 
in  the  county. 

The  youthful  days  of  our  subject  were  passed  in 


performing  duties  on  the  farm  and  in  attending 
the  common  school,  where  he  received  a  fair  edu- 
cation. He  labored  on  his  father's  farm  until 
twenty-four  years  of  age  and  then,  in  1871,  was 
married  to  Miss  Annie  Wilson,  a  native  of  Berrien 
County,  and  the  daughter  of  Ezra  D.  and  Plicebe 
A.  (VanVlear)  Wilson,  of  Cass  County,  Mich. 
Our  subject  purchased  the  old  homestead  in  1891, 
for  $11,000,  and  now  has  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  acres  of  excellent  land,  with  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  acres  under  cultivation.  He  has 
made  a  number  of  minor  improvements  on  the 
home  place,  and  is  a  thoroughly  practical  farmer. 
His  marriage  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four  chil- 
dren: Roscoe,  who  died  in  infancy;  Walter;  Myrtle 
and  Bertha.  Walter  was  married  in  1892  to  Miss 
Lydia  Harner.  Politically,  Mr.  Shultz  is  a  Demo- 
crat, as  was  his  father  before  him. 


=^>-:^<fc 


?ACOB  IMHOFF,  an  influential  real-estate 
owner  of  Buchanan,  was  born  in  Perry 
County,  Pa.,  October  15,  1851.  His  father, 
Benjamin,  was  also  a  native  of  that  county 
and  was  a  descendant  of  German  ancestry.  An 
honorable,  upright  man,  he  was  prominent  in  his 
neighborhood  and  followed  the  trade  of  a  cabinet- 
maker. The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  also 
born  in  the  Keystone  State,  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Susanna  Halman,  and  was  the  descendant  of  a 
long  line  of  prominent  and  successful  business  and 
professional  men. 

The  sixth  among  eleven  children,  our  subject 
was  early  obliged  to  aid  in  the  support  of  the  fam- 
ily, and  had  few  of  the  educational  advantages 
which  fall  to  the  lot  of  most  boys.  Starting  out 
for  himself  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  came 
to  Michigan,  and  arrived  in  Bertrand  Township, 
Berrien  County  with  only  $5.  Notwithstanding 
his  poverty,  he  was  hopeful  and  self-reliant,  and 
as  he  possessed  an  abundance  of  energy  and  de- 
termination it  was  not  long  before  success  crowned 
his  exertions.  For  four  years  he  was  employed  on 
a  farm  belonging  to  Williani  R.  Rough,  receiving 
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a  salary  of  $19  per  month  for  the  first  year,  but 
only  $17  a  month  during  the  last  three  years. 
Going  West,  he  invested  $500,  which  he  had 
saved  from  his  salary,  in  land  located  in  the  Big 
Blue  Valley,  and  it  was  in  that  way  that  he  se- 
cured his  start  in  life. 

Upon  returning  to  Michigan,  Mr.  Imhoff  made 
his  home  with  Mr.  Rough  until  his  marriage. 
This  important  event  occurred  March  9, 1876,  and 
united  him  with  Miss  Mary  C.  Ulsh,  who  was  born 
in  Ferry  County,  Pa.,  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Susannah  (Cauffman)  Ulsh.  During  1876  Mr. 
Imhoff  located  in  the  village  of  Buchanan,  where 
he  accepted  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  mercantile 
establishment  of  the  Berrien  County  Co-Operative 
Association.  Afterward  with  Rough  Bros.,  he 
formed  a  partnership  in  the  hardware  business  and 
continued  in  that  connection  for  a  period  of  six 
years,  when,  selling  out  his  interest  in  that  store, 
he  embarked  in  the  lumber  and  sawmill  business. 
This  enterprise  has  grown  from  its  inception  until 
the  present  time,  and  from  fifteen  thousand  to 
twenty-five  thousand  feet  of  lumber  are  turned 
out  daily.  In  addition  to  his  other  enterprises, 
Mr.  Imhoff  was  for  a  time  in  the  boot  and  shoe 
business  at  Buchanan. 

Mr.  Imhoff's  property  interests  are  extensive 
and  valuable.  He  owns  two  business  blocks,  the 
postofifice  building  and  the  store  across  from  Ho- 
tel Earl.  In  Galien  Township  he  owns  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  constituting  a  well-improved 
farm,  and  embellished  with  a  substantial  new  resi- 
dence and  good  outbuildings.  The  firm  of  Peck 
(k  Imhoff  owns  more  than  twenty-eight  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  Missouri,  where  Mr.  Imhoff's  saw- 
mill is  located.  He  has  erected  in  Buchanan  ten 
residences,  which  he  has  sold  on  the  installment 
plan  of  payment.  The  residence  on  Detroit  Street 
which  he  now  occupies  was  erected  in  1884  at  a 
cost  of  $3,700. 

P\jur  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Imhoff,  namely:  William  B.,  Mary  A.,  Cora 
M.  and  George  E.  In  regard  to  social  relations 
Mr.  Imhoff  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Blue  Lodge 
No.  68,  the  Chapter  and  Commandery  at  Niles. 
He  is  also  actively  connected  with  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen,  holding  membership 


with  the  lodge  at  Buchanan.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Democrat.  A  member  of  the  P^vangelical  Associa- 
tion, he  aided  in  the  building  of  the  church  here 
and  has  served  as  its  Trustee  for  some  time. 


^.  SAPH  WOODRUFF,  a  representative  pio- 
LJi     neer  settler  of  Berrien  County,   Mich.,  lo- 


cating in  Bainbridge  Township  in  1838, 
has  during  these  many  years  been  closely 
identified  with  the  history  and  progressive  inter- 
ests of  his  home  locality  and  has  with  able  fidelity 
discharged  the  duties  of  public  office,  serving  for 
a  number  of  continuous  terms  as  Treasurer  of  the 
township.  Mr.  Woodruff  is  a  native  of  Broome 
County,  N.  Y.,  and,  born  in  the  year  1823,  was  but 
a  lad  when  with  his  parents  he  emigrated  in  1838 
to  the  then  far  West  and  settled  in  the  wilder- 
ness of  Michigan.  His  father  and  mother,  Levi 
and  Sophia  (Spaulding)  Woodruff,  were  of  New 
England  birth,  the  father  having  been  born  in 
Connecticut,  and  the  mother  in  Vermont.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Philo  Woodruff,  was  undoubt- 
edly a  native  of  Connecticut,  but  the  family  are 
of  Welsh  descent,  three  brothers,  David,  Simeon 
and  Philo,  emigrating  from  Wales  to  America  in 
the  early  Colonial  days.  They  settled  in  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  and  in  their  new  home  the  brothers  changed 
the  name  of  Forester,  which  they  had  borne  in 
Wales,  to  that  of  Woodruff. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Philo 
Woodruff,  a  true  patriot,  served  with  courage  and 
distinction  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and  was 
with  Washington  when  Burgoyne  surrendered. 
Previous  to  his  marriage  with  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  the  father  had  wedded  Miss  Lois  Ross  iter, 
who  lived  to  become  the  mother  of  six  children: 
Newton,  Philo,  Morgan,  David,  Harriet  and  Mor- 
gan. Asaph  Woodruff  was  the  eldest  child  of  Sophia 
(Spaulding)  Woodruff,  and  following  him  came 
Simeon,  Lois,  and  Henry,  now  a  resident  of  Water- 
vliet.  Having  attained  to  manhood,  our  subject 
was  in  1859  united  in  mairiage  with  Miss  Sarah 
Woodruff,  a  native  of  St,  Joseph  County,  and  a 
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daughter  of  William  Woodruff,  born  in  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  but  later  a  })ioneer  of  Michigan,  locating  in 
1834  in  the  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Asaph  Woodruff 
resided  upon  the  old  Bain  bridge  Township  home- 
stead until  1888,  when  they  removed  to  Benton 
Township,  and  settled  upon  their  fine  farm,  one 
and  a-lialf  miles  from  Benton  Harbor.  Four  sons 
and  a  daughter  blessed  the  home:  William,  a  res- 
ident of  Norfolk,  Neb.;  Robert;  Daisy;  John,  a 
resident  of  Oregon;  and  Ralph,  who  died  in  in- 
fanc}^ 

Our  subject,  with  energetic  industry  and  native 
ability,  steadily  winning  his  way  upward,  met  and 
overcame  many  trials  and  privations  incidental  to 
pioneer  days.  Associated  with  all  public  movements 
of  his  locality,  he  voted  at  the  first  election  of  the 
township,  and  is,  as  have  been  all  his  people  since 
the  formation  of  the  party,  a  stanch  Rei)ublican. 
A  brother,  Newton  Woodruff,  served  one  term  in 
the  Legislature,  as  did  his  son  A.  N.,  of  Watervliet. 
x\side  from  his  otiice  as  Treasurer,  our  subject  has 
held  other  positions  of  trust,  and  for  fifty-five 
years  has  been  a  leading  factor  in  the  develop- 
ment and  growth  of  enterprise  in  Berrien  County. 
He  and  his  entire  family  contribute  to  the  main- 
tenance of  religious  organizations.  Mr.  Woodruff 
is  a  believer  in  the  tenets  of  the  Swedenborgian 
Church,  but  not  a  member,  and  his  wife  is  a  valued 
laborer  in  the  Congregational  Church,  and  both  are 
active  in  good  works.  Possessing  a  wide  accjuaint- 
ance,  their  lives  have  been  crowned  with  the  high 
regard  of  all  who  know  them,  and  in  the  evening 
of  their  days  they  may  with  pleasure  review  the 
memories  of  their  well-spent  lives. 


^^©^©11 


ANIEL  LYLE.  Of  the  many  citizens  who 
have  added  to  the  fame  of  Dowagiac,  per- 
haps none  has  gained  a  reputation  more 
enviable  or  a  position  more  renowned  than  the 
gentleman  with  whose  name  this  sketch  is  intro- 
duced and  who  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  most 
eminent  men  of  Cass  County.  Mr.  Lyle  was  born 
in  Cornwall  County,  England,  July  25,  1830,  and 
was  the  son   of  John  and  Mary  (Marshall)  Lyle. 


His  father  came  to  America  in  1832  and  for  about 
four  years  thereafter  made  his  home  in  York  Mills, 
N.  Y.  In  1836  he  came  to  Michigan  and  entered 
land  of  the  Government  near  Paw  Paw,  becoming 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Van  Buren  County,  and  con- 
ducting farming  pursuits  for  many  years.  Retir- 
ing from  active  business  in  1855,  he  removed  to 
the  village  of  Paw  Paw,  dying  at  the  home  of 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Russel  Parker,  December  4, 
1869,  aged  seventy-six  3^ears.  His  wife  died  Jan- 
uary 23,  1877,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  By 
industry  and  perseverance  he  succeeded  in  ac- 
cumulating considerable  property,  and  was  num- 
bered among  the  prosperous  farmers  of  the  county. 
Of  his  eleven  children,  one  died  prior  to  the 
emigration  of  the  family  to  America.  Ten  grew 
to  manhood  and  womanhood,  and  seven  are  still 
living. 

A  child  of  two  years  when  his  father  emigrated 
to  America,  Daniel  Lyle  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Van  Buren  County  and  received 
his  education  in  the  old  log  schoolhouse  near  Paw 
Paw.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was  appren- 
ticed to  learn  the  trade  of  a  harnessmaker,  at 
which  he  worked  both  in  Schoolcraft  and  Kala- 
mazoo. About  1853  he  came  to  Dowagiac  and 
embarked  in  business  as  a  harness  manufacturer. 
On  the  22d  of  December,  1853,  he  married  Miss 
Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Adam  Michael,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  who  moved  thence  about  1830  and  first  set- 
tled in  Pokagon  Township,  Cass  County.  From 
that  township  he  removed  to  Berrien  Township, 
Berrien  County,  where  he  entered  land  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  established  a  pleasant  home.  He  had 
a  family  of  nine  children,  three  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters, and  of  the  number  six  are  now  living.  Adam 
Michael  passed  away  in  August,  1838,  and  his  wife 
died  in  1854.  Mrs.  Lyle  was  born  January  2, 
1830,  and  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Berrien  County. 

A  short  time  after  coming  to  Dowagiac,  Mr. 
Lyle  added  to  his  harness  business  a  stock  of  boots 
and  shoes  and  conducted  a  profitable  trade  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother  George.  In  1865,  in 
partnership  with  Joseph  Rogers,  he  established  the 
Lyle  S[  Rogers  Bank,  which  enjoyed  the  distinc- 
tion  of  being   the  first  bank  ever  established  in 
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Dowagiac.  Between  the  years  1865  and  1869  the 
First  National  Bank  had  been  organized,  and  upon 
the  dissolution  of  the  firm  of  Lyle  &  Rogers,  in  the 
last-named  year,  Mr.  Lyle  bought  out  the  First 
National  Bank  and  operated  it  until  its  charter 
expired,  in  1883.  It  then  became  a  private  bank 
and  was  operated  as  such  under  the  name  of  D. 
Lyle  (k  Co.  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Lyle,  which 
occurred  January  13,  1887. 

Various  other  prominent  enterprises  in  Dowagiac 
received  the  cordial  support  of  Mr.  Lyle.  He  was 
Treasurer  of  the  village  from  1861  to  1863,  and 
President  from  1863  to  1865,  also  one  of  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  Ladies'  Library  Association  and  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  same.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Dewey,  Defendorf  &  Lyle,  the 
leading  dry-goods  firm  in  Dowagiac.  For  twentj'- 
one  years  he  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  and  he  was  also  one  of  the  organizers 
and  the  first  President  of  the  Union  Fair  Associa- 
tion. He  was  a  stockholder  in  the  Dowagiac 
Manufacturing  Company,  organized  in  1881  for  the 
manufacture  of  grain  drills,  etc.,  and  was  Treasurer 
of  the  company  from  the  time  of  its  organization 
until  his  death.  In  his  religious  connections,  he 
was  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  was  a  Trustee  in  that  denomination  over 
twenty  years  and  a  liberal  contributor  to  its  sup- 
port. He  served  for  many  years  as  a  Director  of 
the  Paw  Paw  Savings  Bank.  His  landed  posses^ 
sions  were  extensive,  including  tw^o  hundred  and 
forty  acres  in  Keeler  Township,  Van  Buren  County, 
as  well  as  eight  hundred  acres  in  Dakota.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Lyle,  Fulton  &  Palmer, 
operators  of  the  woolen  mill  at  La  Grange,  this 
county. 

In  every  sense  of  the  word,  Daniel  Lyle  was  a 
self-made  man.  He  started  in  life  poor,  but  by 
hard  work  and  perseverance  he  became  one  of  the 
most  prominent  men  in  western  Michigan.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Democrat  and  w^as  the  recipient 
of  n»any  honors  from  the  leaders  of  the  party.  At 
his  death  he  left  two  children,  Frank  and  C.  Eugene, 
both  of  whom  are  represented  elsewhere  in  this 
volume,  and  who  are  among  the  leading  business 
men  of  Dowagiac.  At  the  death  of  a  brother  and 
his    wife,   our   subject   took   their    daughter   M. 


Anna  into  his  family,  where  she  has  since  made  her 
home.  In  1878,  in  com  pan  3^  with  Mr.  Keith,  of 
Chicago,  and  Mr.  Studebaker,  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Lyle 
visited  the  place  of  his  birth  in  England  and  spent- 
several  months  traveling  through  Great  Britain 
and  the  continent. 

His  parents  being  in  humble  circumstances, 
Daniel  Lyle  started  in  life  with  no  fortune  save 
his  industry  and  uncompromising  integrity.  His 
habits  were  his  friends.  He  had  superior  judg- 
ment and  a  rare  knowledge  of  human  nature.  He 
was  very  kind  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  com- 
manded the  confidence  of  all  just  men.  As  a 
citizen  he  was  on  the  right  side  of  all  moral  ques- 
tions and  gave  his  influence  toward  the  suppression 
of  intemperance  and  every  form  of  vice.  He  was 
of  pure  life,  unostentatious  and  modest  in  all  he 
did.  As  a  neighbor  he  was  kind  and  obliging,  and 
as  a  friend  he  was  considerate  and  faithful.  Kc- 
membering  his  own  early  struggles,  he  was  ever 
ready  to  give  a  helping  hand  from  his  abundant 
means  to  worthy  young  men  trying  to  get  a  foot- 
hold m  the  business  world,  and  many  there  are 
to-day  who  can  trace  their  success  to  his  timely 
aid.  He  was  a  genial  companion,  and  will  ever 
be  remembered  by  those  who  were  his  intimate 
personal  friends.  He  was  a  Christian  gentleman, 
broad  and  catholic  in  his  views.  Although  he  left  a 
large  fortune,  made  by  his  own  industry  and  good 
judgment,  he  left  what  is  still  better,  the  legacy 
of  a  well-spent  life  and   untarnished  reputation. 


;^  ANIEL  HARRIS  came  to  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  in  1853,  and  was  one  of  the  true 
patriots  who  yielded  up  their  lives  in  their 
country's  service  during  the  Civil  War. 
Mr.  Harris  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1833  and  was 
a  son  of  Eseec  and  Prudy  (Pratt)  Harris.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  and  amid  the  rugged  hills  the  son 
grew  to  manhood,  attending  the  nearest  district 
school  and  assisting  with  the  agricultural  cares  of 
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the  homestead.  Mr.  Harris  remained  with  his 
parents  until  eighteen  yearr?  of  age  and  then 
bought  his  time  of  his  father,  giving  him  for  the 
next  three  years'  precious  labor  $100.  Our  sub- 
ject began  life  for  himself  by  working  out  by  the 
month  for  one  3^ear.  When  only  nineteen  years 
old  he  rented  his  father's  farm,  and  a  twelvemonth 
later  entered   into  the  bonds  of  matrimony. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Harris  learned  the  black- 
smith trade  and  combined  blacksmithing  and 
farming.  In  December  of  1853  he  emigrated  to 
Michigan  and,  arriving  in  Berrien  County,  selected 
Galien  Township  as  his  future  home.  He  at  once 
located  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  widow. 
The  homestead  contained  forty  acres  of  fertile  and 
valuable  land,  and  after  taking  possession  of  it 
our  subject  devoted  himself  entirely  to  the  tilling 
of  the  soil.  He  was  a  thoroughly  upright  man 
and  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  Politically, 
he  was  a  Republican. 

In  1862,  Daniel  Hairis  enlisted  in  Company  G, 
Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  with  his  reg- 
iment was  immediately  forwarded  to  the  seat  of 
w^ar.  Upon  the  battlefield  of  Petersburg!!,  in 
August,  he  was  captured  by  the  enemy  and  carried 
to  Libby  Prison,  where  he  remained  but  a  short 
time,  being  removed  thence  to  Andersonville 
Prison,  in  which  he  died  after  enduring  terrible 
suffering,  caused  mainly  by  starvation.  Thus 
passed  away  a  noble  and  courageous  man,  a  true 
American  citizen. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  widow  of  our  subject 
was  Lydia  Yaw.  This  estimable  lady  was  born  in 
Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  in  1836.  Her  parents  were 
Pardon  and  Sylvia  (Bliss)  Yaw.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Harris  was  Moses  Yaw,  a  rep- 
resentative Vermont  farmer,  whose  wife  was  Lydia 
Jones.  Pardon  Yaw  was  born  on  the  old  Green 
Mountain  homestead  in  1791.  He  was  reared  on 
the  farm  and  carefully  trained  in  all  the  various 
duties  of  agriculture.  He  also  followed  the  car- 
penter's trade  and  grew  up  to  manhood  a  self-reli- 
ant and  energetic  man,  well  fitted  to  make  his  way 
in  life.  In  religious  belief  he  was  broad  in  his 
views  and  was  a  member  of  the  Universalist 
Church.  He  was  a  strong  Jacksonian  Democrat, 
^nd  ably  defended  his  political  convictions  with 


sound  argument.  He  married  in  early  life  and 
afterward  made  his  home  in  Massachusetts,  but 
finally  returned  to  his  native  State.  He  died  in 
1855,  deeply  mourned  by  lifetime  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. The  maternal  great-grandfather  was 
Jacob  Bliss,  his  wife  being  Betliiah  Brown.  Mrs. 
Harris  was  one  of  twenty  children,  sixteen  of 
whom  survived  to  mature  years.  There  were 
neither  twins  nor  triplets  in  the  family  and  all  the 
sons  and  daughters  throve  under  the  fostering  care 
of  their  devoted  mother.  Mrs.  Harris  was  reared 
on  the  farm  and  received  her  education  in  the 
school  of  the  district.  Her  opportunities  for  study 
were  ended  at  thirteen  and  at  sixteen  she  married. 
She  has  three  children  left  by  the  husband  whose 
memory  is  revered  and  honored  by  his  son  and 
daughters.  Seymour  B.  is  the  eldest-born;  Pru- 
dey  L.  is  the  wife  of  Hugh  B.  Hunter;  Emily  is 
married  to  John  A.  Hunter.  Mrs.  Hugh  B.  Hunter 
has  five  children:  Lola  V.,  Lloyd,  George,  How- 
ard,and  a  baby  not  named.  Mrs.  John  A.  Hunter 
has  one  son,  Harvey  B.  Mrs.  Harris  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Disciples  Church  and  with  her 
family  occupies  a  position  of  usefulness  and  influ- 
ence. 


^OHN  H.  STUMP,  a  representative  farmer 
and  successful  horticulturist,  widely  known 
and  universally  respected  for  his  sterling 
integrity  and  excellent  business  qualifica- 
cations,  has  for  thirty-eight  years  been  intimately 
associated  with  the  upward  growth  and  history  of 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  for  this  length  of  time 
has  been  a  resident  of  his  fine  farm  located  upon 
section  4,  Sodus  Township.  Our  subject,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  was  born  in  Stark  County  May  3,  1840. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Nicholas  Stump,  a  man 
of  physical  endurance,  ability  and  enterprise,  was 
among  the  prominent  citizens  of  Stark  County, 
where  the  father  of  our  subject,  John  Stump,  was 
likewise  born,  November  22,  1809.  The  paternal 
great-grandfather  emigrated  to  this  country  from 
Holland  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, £^nd,  a  mere  lad,  participated  courageously  in 
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the  scenes  of  those  troublous  days.  He  married 
and  settled  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  in  which 
part  of  the  Quaker  State  Grandfather  Nicholas 
Stump  was  born  May  13,  1776.  Later  in  life  mak- 
ing his  home  in  Ohio,  he  there  reared  his  family 
and  lived  to  see  a  second  generation  rise  up 
around  him.  His  son  John,  reared,  educated  and 
married  in  his  birthplace,  remained  in  Ohio  until 
1854,  when  he  came  with  his  family  to  Sodus 
Township,  Mich.,  and  after  a  life  of  usefulness 
passed  away  October  25,  1864. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Miss  Magdalene 
Hatleigh,  daughter  of  Peter  Ilatteigh,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  an  early  resident  of  the  State.  The  un- 
ion of  the  father  and  mother  was  blessed  by  tlie 
birtli  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
John  IL,  the  fifth  child  in  order  of  birth,  was  about 
fifteen  years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  his 
mother  to  their  Western  home  and  had  received  a 
fair  education  in  the  schools  of  Ohio.  The  father 
having  preceded  them  by  a  twelvemonth,  the 
family  joined  him  in  1855,  and  our  subject  at  once 
began  to  assist  in  the  work  of  the  sawmill  which 
had  just  been  completed  by  John  Stump,  Sr. 
Within  a  year  the  mill  burned  down  and,  rebuilt, 
was  again  destroyed  by  fire  three  years  later.  At 
that  time  the  country  was  very  sparsely  settled, 
and  the  new-comers  endured  many  privations  and 
struggled  with  many  difficulties,  finally  overcome 
with  unvarying  toil  and  cheerful  industry.  The 
father  having  purchased  a  section  of  land,  Mr. 
Stump  assisted  in  clearing  and  improving  the 
homestead,  which  he  continued  to  cultivate,  and 
by  the  death  of  John,  Sr.,  receiving  the  home  place 
as  his  inheritance,  lie  has  since  remained  upon  the 
fertile  acres,  annually  yielding  a  bounteous  har- 
vest. 

The  valuable  farm  is  devoted  mainly  to  the 
culture  of  fruit  and  produces  fine  crops  of  black- 
berries, raspberries,  strawberries  and  melons.  Our 
subject  was  married  in  1862,  and  has  two  daugh- 
ters, Clara  May  and  Lillian.  Clara,  a  highly  suc- 
cessful teacher,  has  been  located  in  Nebraska  four 
years.  Lillian  remains  with  her  father  upon  the 
old  homestead.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Stump  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  298,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
atBentoq  Harbor,  and  is  also  connected  with  Ben- 


ton Harbor  Lodge  No.  132,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is,  as 
were  his  revered  parents,  a  devout  member  of  the 
Church  of  God  and  is  an  earnest  Christian  man. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican  and  has  ever  been 
faithful  to  the  party,  casting  his  vote  always  for 
its  candidate.  An  excellent  neighbor  and  true 
friend,  he  enjoys  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  a 
wide  circle  of  old-time  acquaintances  and  fellow- 
townsmen. 


♦^♦i 


_V 


♦^E^^*^ 


AMUEIv  HP^SS,  an  influential  citizen  of 
Three  Oaks, and  one  of  the  prominent  farm- 
ers of  Berrien  County,  was  born  in  Swit- 
zerland on  New  Year's  Day,  1832.  LI  is 
father,  John  L.,  was  born  in  the  Canton  of  Schaff- 
hausen,  northern  Switzerland,  February  18,  1809, 
and  was  leared  to  manhood  in  his  native  place, 
where  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Peier.  This 
lady  was  likewi&e  a  native  of  Switzerland,  and  died 
leaving  two  children,  Samuel  and  John,  the  latter 
being  a  resident  of  La  Porte,  Ind.  The  second 
marriage  of  John  L.  Ilej-s  united  him  with  Miss 
Magdalena  Rusi,  their  union  being  a  childless  one. 
In  1851  the  senior  Mr.  Hess  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica and  sojourned  for  a  time  in  Lewisburg,  Pa., 
whence  he  removed  to  Chicago.  Later  he  went  to 
Blue  Island,  111.,  and  was  employed  on  the  railroad 
for  about  six  months,  coming  from  that  place  to 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  locating  in  Three  Oaks 
Township,  where  he  purchased  land  and  engaged 
in  farming.  He  remained  on  that  place  until  his 
death,  which  c»ccurred  Septembers,  1888.  He  had 
been  a  successful  farmer,  having  cleared  a  tract  of 
sixty- five  acres  and  converted  it  into  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  Three  Oaks  Township.  While  in 
Switzerland  he  served  in  the  militia  and  was  for 
ten  years  in  the  artillery.  After  emigrating  to 
the  United  States,  he  adopted  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party  and  remained  faithful  to  that 
political  organization  as  long  as  he  lived.  In  his 
religious  connections  he  was  identified  with  tliQ 
German  Lutheran  Church. 
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At  the  time  of  emigrating  to  America  the  sub- 
ject of  tin's  sketch  was  nineteen  years  of  age.  In 
tlie  Old  Country  he  had  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoe- 
maker, at  which  he  was  employed  in  Lewisburg, 
Pa.,  Chicago  and  lilue  Island,  III.  When  his  fa- 
ther came  to  Berrien  County  he  accompanied  him 
hither,  but  after  a  sojourn  of  one  year  returned  to 
Blue  Island,  where  he  stayed  for  twelve  months. 
From  that  place  he  went  to  Niles,  where  he  re- 
mained until  October,  and  from  there  came  to 
Three  Oaks  and  established  a  shop,  which  he  con- 
ducted until  the  fall  of  1868.  During  that  year 
he  was  elected  Treasurer  of  Berrien  County,  and 
soon  afterward  entered  upon  the  duties  of  that 
position,  which  he  held  for  a  period  of  six  years, 
being  twice  re-elected  and  serving  with  credit  to 
himself  and  to  the  universal  satisfaction  of  the 
people.  Upon  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office 
he  returned  to  Three  Oaks,  where  he  embarked  in 
the  boot  and  shoe  business,  establishing  a  store, 
which  he  conducted  until  a  stroke  of  paralysis,  in 
April,  1877,  forced  him  to  retire.  A  few  months 
later  he  purchased  the  farm  upon  which  he  now 
resides  and  which  consists  of  ninety  acres  of  well- 
improved  land.  In  addition  to  this  propert}'  he 
owns  the  old  homestead,  comprising  sixtj^-five 
acres  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation. 

At  New  Buffalo,  Mich.,  on  the  11th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1856,  Mr.  Hess  married  Miss  Minerva  K. 
Plimpton,  a  native  of  Akron,  Ohio,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Billings  Plimpton,  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  a  prominent  minister  in  the  Meth- 
odist Chui^h.  Five  children  were  born  of  this 
union,  four  of  whom  are  now  living.  Henry  L.  is 
engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business  at 
Three  Oaks.  Charles  O.  is  the  owner  of  a  meat 
market  at  this  place,  in  partnership  with  John 
Burkart.  John  M.  is  a  salesman  for  a  Chicago 
house.  Anna  E.  is  the  wife  of  Frank  W.  Wells, 
Principal  of  the  schools  at  Concord,  Jackson 
County,  Mich.  Samuel  W.,  on  New  Year's  Day, 
1892,  went  out  liunting  with  two  other  boys,  by 
one  of  whom  he  was  accidentally  shot  and  killed, 
at  the  time  lacking  only  a  few  days  of  being 
eighteen  years  old. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Hess  is  a  Repub- 
lican.    He  has  served  as  Constable,  Town  Clerk, 


Supervisor  for  three  terms.  Township  Treasurer 
for  two  terms,  member  of  the  vSchool  Board,  County 
Treasurer  for  three  terms,  and  has  also  officiated 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  continuously  since  1862, 
with  the  exception  of  the  time  when  he  was  Treas- 
urer. His  interest  in  politics  has  always  been  ac- 
tive, and  he  has  frequently  been  chosen  to  repre- 
sent his  party  in  the  Congressional  and  county  con- 
ventions. In  his  social  connections  he  is  identified 
with  the  Masonic  fraternit}^  and  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  lod^re  at  Three  Oaks. 


-^> 


P.  WADSWORTH,  a  progressive  citizen 
of  P>errien  County  and  a  successful  fruit- 
grower of  St.  Joseph  Township,  is  a  native 
of  New  York  State,  having  been  born  in 
Madison  County  June  11,1818.  The  family  of 
which  he  is  an  honored  member  was  founded  in 
America  twelve  years  after  the  landing  of  the 
Pilgrim  Fathers,  at  which  time  two  brothers  of 
that  name,  William  and  Thomas,  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  William  settling  in  East  Hartford, 
Conn.,  and  Thomas  establishing  his  home  in  New 
Hampshire.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, Thomas  Wads  worth,  was  a  native  of  East 
Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  married  and  reared  a 
family. 

David  Wads  worth,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  East  Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  was  reared 
and  in  his  childhood  attended  the  schools  of  the 
place.  At  the  age  of  about  fifteen  years  he  shipped 
as  a  sailor  on  a  whaling-vessel  and  visited  the 
principal  ports  of  the  world,  in  that  way  gaining 
a  practical  knowledge  of  the  different  nations  and 
the  customs  of  the  people.  Returning  to  the  home 
of  his  birth,  he  married  Miss  Claiissa Porter,  whose 
paternal  ancestors  were  among  the  most  substan- 
tial citizens  of  Connecticut,  many  of  them  having 
been  ministers  of  the  Gospel. 

After  his  marriage,  David  Wadsworth  removed 
to  New  York  State  in  the  opening  year  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  and  made  settlement  in  Hamilton, 
Madison  County.     In  his  removal  thither,  he  had 
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been  accompanied  by  three  brothers,  Timothy, 
Thomas  and  Moses,  who  settled  within  three  miles 
of  Utica.  In  1835  Mr.  Wads  worth  removed  to 
Geneseo  County,  and  there  purchased  land,  but 
had  made  his  home  upon  the  place  only  a  short 
time  when  he  was  called  from  earth,  in  1839.  He 
was  a  man  possessing  many  noble  and  manly  traits 
of  character  and  was  highly  regarded  by  all  who 
knew  him.  In  his  political  sympathies,  he  was  a 
Whig,  and  continued  to  vote  the  ticket  of  that 
party  throughout  his  entire  life.  One  of  his  cous- 
ins, Gen.  Wadsworth,  of  Geneseo,  N.  Y.,  served  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  he  also  had  a  son,  James, 
who  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Union  during 
the  late  war  and  was  killed  in  active  service. 

Unto  the  union  of  David  and  Clarissa  Wads- 
worth  there  were  born  ten  children,  of  whom  nine 
grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood  and  four  are 
now  living,  namely:  Norman,  who  is  a  farmer  re- 
siding on  the  Rock  River  in  Illinois,  and  is  at  pres- 
ent (1893)  eighty-three  years  old;  Leander,  a  resi- 
dent of  Macomb  County,  Mich.,  and  seventy-three 
years  of  age;  Clarissa,  who  makes  her  home  with 
our  subject;  and  S.  P.,  of  this  sketch.  The  latter 
spent  his  boyhood  years  in  Madison  County,  N.Y., 
and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  removed  to  Geneseo 
County,  the  same  State,  where  he  attained  the 
vigor  of  fully  developed  manhood. 

The  lady  who  in  1840  became  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Wadsworth  was  known  by  the  maiden  name  of 
Sarah  Boyce,  and  was  born  in  1819.  Their  des- 
tinies united,  the  young  couple  resided  in  Gene- 
seo County,  N.  Y.,  until  about  1859,  Mr.  Wads- 
worth working  meantime  at  farming,  carpenter- 
ing and  operating  a  gristmill.  During  the  year 
above  named  he  removed  to  Benton  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  purchased  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  unimproved  land.  He  devoted  his  time 
to  the  clearing  and  cultivating  of  this  property, 
and  made  his  home  there  for  seven  years.  Re- 
moving to  Sterling,  111.,  he  resided  for  three  years 
and  carried  on  a  good  business  as  a  furniture 
dealer.  In  1870  he  came  to  Berrien  County,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  He  and  his  wife  became 
the  parents  of  three  children,  namely:  Frank- 
lin, who  died  at  the  age  of  about  eighteen  months; 
Hester,  the  wife  of  Rufus  Goodell,  a  resident  of 


St.  Joseph  Township,  Berrien  County;  and  Edward, 
who  makes  his  home  m  the  same  township. 

At  one  time  Mr.  Wadsworth  was  the  owner  of 
twenty-eight  acres  of  fruit  land,  but  he  has  di- 
vided his  property,  retaining  in  his  own  name 
only  nine  acres.  Here  he  engages  successfully  in 
raising  peaches,  grapes  and  apples,  although  a 
large  portion  of  the  property  is  rented  to  others, 
Mr.  Wadsworth  thereby  deriving  a  good  income. 
During  war  times  he  was  an  Abolitionist  and  had 
the  courage  of  his  convictions  at  a  time  when  the 
expression  of  one's  sentiments  often  meant  deadly 
peril,  if  not  death.  In  early  life  he  had  been  a 
Whig,  and  later  affiliated  with  the  Republicans,  but 
at  the  present  time  he  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the 
platform  of  the  Prohibition  party.  During  his 
residence  in  Iowa  he  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He  was  agent  for  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Railroad  at  Fairfax,  Iowa.  He  and  his  wife  are 
identified  with  the  Congregational  Church,  and  he 
is  serving  as  one  of  the  Deacons. 


¥ 


j^ILLIAM  KROHNE,  residing  upon  section 
14,  Pipestone  Township,  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  a  leading  citizen  and  extensive  and 
successful  general  agriculturist,  has  for  a  number 
of  years  been  actively  identified  with  the  pro- 
gressive interests  and  official  work  of  his  locality. 
A  man  of  sterling  character  and  executive  ability, 
he  has  discharged  with  fidelity  the  duties  of  vari- 
ous positions  of  trust,  and  is  now  serving  with  ef- 
ficiency as  Supervisor.  Our  subject,  a  young  man 
of  energetic  enterprise,  was  born  upon  the  home- 
stead, where  he  now  cultivates  the  fertile  soil,  Jan- 
uary 4,  1868.  His  parents,  William  and  Angeline 
(First)  Krohne,  were  both  natives  of  Germany, 
where  they  spent  their  early  years,  the  Krohne 
and  First  families  both  later  emigrating  from  the 
Old  Country  to  the  United  States  and  settling  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  In  that  city  the  father  and  mo- 
ther received  their  schooling,  and,  growing  up  to 
manhood  and  womanhood,  were  married.  They 
remained    in    Cincinnati    until    they  were  about 
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twenty  years  of  age  and  then  decided  to  try  their 
fortunes  in  the  farther  West  and  came  to  Midi igan, 
almost  immediately  locating  upon  the  old  Krohne 
farm. 

The  homestead  was  partially  cultivated  and  im- 
proved when  the  father  purchased  it.  but  he  later 
built  a  residence  at  an  expense  of  $2,000  and 
erected  other  substantial  and  excellent  improve- 
ments. William  Krohne,  Sr.,  after  a  long  life  of 
busy  usefulness,  passed  away  in  1881,  mourned  by 
a  large  circle  of  old-time  friends  and  sorrowing 
relatives.  His  venerable  wife  still  survives.  The 
parents  were  both  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  the  father  was  ever  a  leader  in  church 
work,  giving  liberally  in  support  of  his  denomina- 
tion. The  children  who  blessed  the  home  were 
six  in  number,  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Sophia,  the  wife  of  Sydney  Rector,  lives  in  Sod  us 
Township  and  has  one  son;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife 
of  Lewis  Stevens,  of  Pipestone  Township,  and 
has  one  son;  Vera,  the  wife  of  Fred  Kettler, 
residing  in  Pipestone  Township,  has  no  children; 
William,  Warren  and  Henry  complete  the  list. 
The  father  was  a  gardener  in  Cincinnati,  and 
owned  four  highlj^-cultivated  acres  near  that 
cit3\  Two  hundred  acres  of  the  two  hundred 
and  sixt\^  acres  in  Pipestone  Township  are  finely 
cultivated,  and  a  ninety-acre  farm  in  Keeler 
Township  is  all  under  improvement.  Hard-work- 
ing and  a  thrifty  manager,  the  father  accum- 
ulated a  comfortable  competence  and  gave  his  chil- 
dren a  good  start  in  life. 

Our  subject  is  engaged  in  mixed  farming  on  the 
old  place,  and  raises  an  excellent  grade  of  stock. 
Educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the  home  dis- 
trict, Mr.  Krohne  was  early  trained  to  assist  in  the 
daily  round  of  farming  duties,  and  at  the  death  of 
his  father,  when  William  was  only  fourteen  years  of 
age,  he  ably  managed  the  farm.  Always  busy,  Mr. 
Krohne  has  yet  found  time  to  devote  to  public  af- 
fairs, and,  an  ardent  Republican,  is  deeply  inter- 
ested in  both  local  and  National  issues.  He  has 
with  ability  represented  his  party  at  various  con- 
ventions and  has  faithfully  discharged  the  duties 
of  School  Inspector  of  Pipestone  Township,  and 
has  been  Treasurer  of  the  same.  As  Supervisor 
for  a  number  of  terms,  our  subject  has  materially 


aided  in  the  promotion  of  public  enterprise  and 
needed  improvements,  and  has  by  his  liberal  spirit 
and  intelligent  ability  won  the  high  regard  of  the 
entire  communitj^  with  whom  he  has  been  associ- 
ated from  his  birth. 


ENJAMIN  F.  ENGLE.  This  well-known 
general  farmer  and  fruit- raiser  of  Cass 
County  has  a  comfortable  and  attractive 
home  on  section  3  of  La  Grange  Township, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  successful  fruit-growers  in 
the  State.  In  tlie  cultivation  of  fruits  he  has  met 
with  more  than  usual  success,  and  has  employed 
such  methods  as  have  produced  the  best  results. 
He  has  made  of  his  chosen  occupation  a  science, 
and  is  well  read  in  everything  pertaining  thereto. 
Some  mention  of  the  ancestry  of  our  subject 
will  not  be  amiss.  His  grandfather,  John  Engle, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  of  German  parentage, 
and  his  wife  was  of  Irish  extraction.  The  grand- 
father was  for  many  years  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing, but  on  account  of  failing  in  business  he  af- 
ward  devoted  his  attention  to  general  farming,  in 
which  he  continued  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  His  methods  of  tilling  the  soil  were  primi- 
tive, and  he  plowed  w^th  a  wooden  plow,  reaped 
with  a  hand  sickle,  etc.  During  the  War  of  1812, 
he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
rendered  efficient  service  as  a  soldier.  He  and  his 
wife  reared  the  following-named  children:  John, 
Mathias,  Bartley,  Whitney,  Silas,  Lemon,  Ora  and 
Ann.  Bartley  became  an  Episcopal  minister,  and 
was  for  many  years  pastor  of  the  church  at  Indian- 
apolis. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Silas  P^ngle,  began  at 
an  early  age  to.be  self-supi>orting.  He  purchased 
land  in  Allegany  County,  N  .Y.,  where  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  followed  farming  operations. 
Later  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business,  and 
also  for  a  time  was  proprietor  of  an  hotel.  Alx)ut 
1836  he  settled  in  the  village  of  Mt.  Morris,  Liv- 
ingston County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  seven 
years.     Thence    he   came    to    Michigan    and  pur- 


382 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


chased  land  in  Van  Buren  County,  devoting  his 
attention  to  agriculture  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  While  residing  in  New  York  he  took  a 
contract  to  build  a  part  of  the  Erie  Canal. 

Mr.  Engle  married  Miss  Mercy  Olverd,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Eliza,  who 
married  William  Bliss;  Folly,  deceased;  Ann,  the 
wife  of  Leonard  Tisdell;  Columbus;  Benjamin  F., 
Mathias  and  Allen.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1839,  and 
subsequently  Mr.  Engle  married  in  New  York 
Mrs.  Matilda  Burgess,  nee  Wilson.  One  child  was 
born  of  this  marriage,  Silas.  The  third  marriage 
of  Mr.  Engle  united  him  with  Mrs.  Wilson,  who  is 
now  deceased.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Van  Buren 
County,  Mich.,  in  1879.  Politically,  he  was  first 
a  Whig,  and  later  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
party. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Allegany 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1833,  and  remained  at  home  un- 
til reaching  his  majority.  He  then  began  by  rent- 
ing land  and  farming  on  shares  for  five  years,  be- 
ing thus  occupied  both  in  Van  Buren  and  Kala- 
mazoo Counties.  For  five  years  he  was  engaged 
in  merchandising  at  Lawton,  Mich.,  and  from 
there  removed  to  Cass  County,  where  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  in  La  Grange  Township,  and  at  once 
began  to  cut  the  brush  and  clear  the  place.  He 
began  not  only  without  capital,  but  with  an  in- 
cumbrance of  12,000  on  his  place.  Through  excel- 
lent management  he  has  not  only  paid  off  the  en- 
tire indebtedness  but  has  also  accumulated  a  hand- 
some property,  being  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
and  thirty-three  acres,  the  most  of  which  has  been 
placed  under  improvement.  Here  he  engages  in 
the  raising  of  fruit  and  grain,  in  the  former  mak- 
ing a  specialty  of  peaches,  pears,  cherries  and  other 
fruits.  He  has  probably  been  the  most  successful 
fruit-raiser  in  Cass  County,  and  richly  merits  the 
prosperity  which  he  now  enjoys.  The  frame  struc- 
ture which  stood  upon  his  place  has  been  convert- 
ed into  a  tenant  house,  and  the  family  now  occu- 
pies a  beautiful  brick  residence,  surrounded  by  a 
smooth  and  grassy  lawn,  with  other  inviting  en- 
vironments. 

In  Van  Buren  County  Mr.  Engle  married  Miss 
M.  L.,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Betsy   (Burton) 


Elliott,  and  unto  them  were  born  five  children: 
Frank;  May,  the  wife  of  Nathan  Burn  ham;  Hat- 
tie,  who  married  John  Bramer;  and  Silas  and 
Laura,  deceased.  In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr. 
Engle  works  with  the  Republican  part}^,  and  uni- 
formly votes  that  ticket.  Socially,  he  is  identified 
with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  at 
Dowagiac.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  active 
workers  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
are  prominent  in  social  circles  of  tlie  community . 
His  son  Frank,  who  resides  at  home,  cultivates  the 
farm  and  relieves  him  of  many  of  the  anxieties 
and  cares  incident  to  its  management. 

Since  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age 
of  twent^^-one,  he  has  twice  met  with  the  misfor- 
tune of  losing  everything  he  possessed.  Wliile 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  they  did  not  wholly  command 
his  entire  attention,  for  he  devoted  five  years  to 
mercantile  business  in  Lawton,  and  from  there  re- 
moved to  Whitmanville  in  1865  and  engaged  in 
trade.  One  year  subsequently  he  removed  to  the 
farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  and  commenced  for 
the  third  time  to  build  himself  a  liome,  being  at 
this  time  far  removed  from  the  bottom  round  of 
the  ladder  of  fortune.  In  addition  to  farming,  he 
devotes  much  attention  to  fruit-growing,  and  to 
this  latter  fact  he  is  indebted  for  his  financial  suc- 
cess. From  the  moment  misfoitune  ceased  to  fol- 
low him,  the  Latin  phrase,  Fortes  Fortuna  Juvat^  is 
applicable  to  him. 


>»j.i»ippiAn 


JOSEPH  DICKINSON,  born  February  2, 
1836,  amid  the  pioneer  scenes  of  the  State 
of  Michigan,  was  a  native  of  St.  Joseph, 
and  a  son  of  Robert  Dickinson,  an  early 
settler  of  Berrien  County,  widely  known  as  a  cit- 
izen of  ability  and  integrity  of  character.  The 
father  was  but  a  young  man  when  he  crossed  the 
broad  Atlantic  and  made  his  home  in  the  then  far 
Western  State.  By  birth  an  Englishman,  he  had 
received  a  good  substantial  education  in  the 
Queen's  dominions  and  came  to  the  New   World 


Joseph  Dickinson. 
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full  of  energ}^  and  hope.  The  good  mother  of 
our  subject,  Mrs.  Susannah  Dickinson,  bore  five 
cliildren,  of  whom  Josepli  was  the  eldest.  The 
otliers  in  the  order  of  their  birth  were  Eliza,  Mrs. 
Charles  II.  Farnum;  Susan,  deceased;  Sarah;  and 
Arthur.  Joseph  Dickinson,  reared  upon  the  farm 
of  Ills  parents,  was  trained  to  the  daily  round  of 
agricultural  duties,  and  also  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
instruction  in  the  district  schools  of  the  home 
neighborhood.  An  earnest,  capable  man,  hard- 
working and  enterprising,  he  reached  the  years  of 
maturity  and  began  the  struggle  of  life  for  him- 
self. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Hannah  Davis,  and  with  his  wife  located  on  the 
old  homestead  where  his  widow  and  family  yet 
reside.  Three  sons  and  two  daughters  blessed  with 
their  cheerful  presence  this  pleasant  home.  George 
C,  the  eldest-born,  is  connected  by  business  with 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Benton  Harbor;  Fred, 
a  promising  lad,  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years; 
Stanley  manages  the  productive  farm;  Florence 
is  deceased,  and  Carrie  completes  the  family  circle. 
To  these  sons  and  daughters  the  father  and  mother 
extended  every  possible  advantage  for  an  educa- 
tion and  aided  them  to  well  fit  themselves  for  the 
battle  of  life.  George  is  a  graduate  of  the  business 
department  of  the  Valparaiso  school.  Stanley  also 
completed  a  course  of  studv  in  the  same  institu- 
tion and  graduated  with  an  excellent  record. 
Florence  has  a  talent  for  music  and  graduated 
from  the  musical  department  of  the  institute  at 
Benton  Harbor. 

Our  subject  survived  to  clear  seventy-five  acres 
of  his  farm  and  brought  the  land  up  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  Ever  anxious  to  provide  for 
the  comfort  and  well-being  of  his  family,  he 
erected  the  substantial  and  commodious  buildings 
which  are  now  on  the  property.  He  was  a  devoted 
husband  and  father,  and  in  all  the  relations  of 
life,  as  a  friend,  neighbor  and  citizen,  commanded 
the  esteem  and  high  regard  of  all  who  knew  him. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  throughout  his  mature  years  was  an 
efficient  Christian  worker.  His  estimable  wife,  his 
son  Stanley  and  his  daughter  Florence  are  also 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 


are  prominently  connected  with  its  social  enter- 
prises. Politically,  Mr.  Dickinson  was  a  sturdy 
Republican  and,  at  various  times  elected  to  school 
ofilces,  served  with  able  fidelity  and  to  the  great 
satisfaction  of  the  community  b}-  which  he  was 
surrounded.  In  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  gen- 
eral good  he  was  especially  active,  and  was  a  true 
friend  to  local  progress  and  educational  advance- 
ment. 


^    ^-^. 
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^wr^RED  N.  BONINE,  M.  D.,  a  resident  physi- 
-nfe)  cian  of  Niles,  is  one  of  the  native-born 
i  citizens  of  Michigan,  in  whose  success  his 
fellow-citizens  take  just  pride.  Notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  he  is  scarcely  thirty  years  old,  he  has 
attained  to  a  position  of  prominence  in  the  medi- 
cal fraternity,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the 
people  of  Niles,  who  have  watched  his  career  with 
interest  and  looked  forward  to  his  future  with  the 
certain  belief  that  it  will  bestow  added  honors  to 
his  fame.  By  travel  and  study  in  foreign  lands 
he  has  acquired  a  fund  of  information  concerning 
his  chosen  profession  which  is  botli  broad  and 
deep.  He  is  especially  interested  in  diseases  of 
the  eye,  ear,  lungs  and  throat,  and  has  met  with 
success  in  their  treatment. 

Born  at  Niles  on  the  21st  of  October,  1863,  our 
subject  attended  the  schools  of  this  place,  but  fin- 
ished his  education  in  Freiburg,  German}^  Af- 
terward he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
State  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  grad- 
uating from  that  institution  in  1886.  He  then 
returned  to  Europe  and  took  a  post-graduate 
course  at  London  and  Paris,  devoting  his  entire 
time  and  attention  to  the  study  of  the  eye,  ear 
and  throat.  In  order  to  better  fit  himself  for  the 
work,  he  made  an  extended  trip,  visiting  Berlin, 
Vienna,  Egypt,  the  Soudan,  Palestine  and  South- 
ern Asia. 

Upon  his  return  from  Europe,  the  Doctor  re- 
sumed his  professional  labors  at  Niles,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  In  regard  to  social  connections, 
he  is  identified  with  St.  Joseph  Valley  Lodge 
No.  4,  A.  F.   (fe  A.  M.;  St.  Joseph  Valley  Chapter, 
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R.  A.  M.;  Niles  Coramandery  No.  12,  K.  T.;  Niles 
Council  No.  19,  R.  &  S.  M.;an(i  the  Grand  Rapids 
Consistory.  He  is  also  a  prominent  worker  among 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  His  marriage  occurred  in 
1886,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Viva  M.,  daugh- 
ter of  Martha  E.  (Finley)  Thomas,  of  Niles.  They 
are  the  parents  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Natalie. 
Dr.  Bonine  is  Division  Surgeon  of  the  Michigan 
Central  Railroad. 

We  would  regard  this  sketch  incomplete  were 
no  mention  made  of  the  honored  father  of  our 
subject,  who  for  years  was  closelj^  connected  with 
the  progress  of  Niles.  We  cannot  do  better  tJian 
to  quote  from  the  NiJes  Daily  JStar,  of  December 
29,  1892:  "  Evan  J.  Bonine  was  born  on  tlie  10th 
day  of  September,  1821,  at  Richmond,  Wayne 
County,  Ind.  His  parents  were  liberty-loving 
Quakers,  opposed  to  strife,  slavery  and  every  form 
of  oppression.  The  foundation  of  his  education 
was  laid  in  the  common  schools  of  Centreville,  in 
the  same  county.  After  completing  his  ordinary 
studies,  he  remained  to  read  medicine  with  a  promi- 
nent physician  of  that  town,  where  he  was  brought 
into  intimate  association  with  such  original  and 
vigorous  thinkers  as  Oliver  P.  Morton,  Ambrose 
E.  Burnside,  George  W.  Julian,  and  others  whose 
names  have  since  become  famous.  Later  he  was 
graduated  from  the  Ohio  Medical  College  at  Cin- 
cinnati. 

*4n  1844,  Dr.  Bonine  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Eveline  Beall,  and  for  nearly  a  half-centur}^ 
they  were  a  mutual  comfort  to  each  other.  Like 
M  true  wife  she  divided  his  sorrows  and  doubled 
his  joys.  Hand  in  hand  they  passed  bravel3^ 
through  the  dark  clouds  of  affliction,  and  heart 
to  heart  they  rejoiced  when  the  sunshine  of 
prosperity  attended  their  footsteps.  Soon  after 
their  marriage  they  removed  to  Cassopolis,  Mich., 
where  the  Doctor  engaged  in  practice  until  1849, 
when,  with  his  brother-in-law,  Laban  Harter,  he 
made  an  overland  trip  to  California.  He  returned 
in  1851  and  settled  in  Vandalia,  where  he  resumed 
Ills  practice  and  also  served  as  Postmaster.  In 
1858  he  removed  to  this  city  and  at  once  entered 
upon  a  large  and  successful  practice.  Prior  to  lo- 
cating here  he  had  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Michigan  Legislature. 


'*  By  the  appointment  of  President  Lincoln  in 
1862,  Dr.  Bonine  became  Surgeon  of  the  Second 
Michigan  Infantry,  and  for  a  time  was  Division 
Surgeon  and  Chief  Operator  of  the  Third  Division, 
Ninth  Army  Corps,  with  twenty  or  more  surgeons 
under  his  direction.  He  came  home  to  enter  upon 
the  duties  of  Surgeon  of  the  Board  of  Enrollment 
for  the  Western  District  of  Michigan,  with  head- 
quarters at  Kalamazoo,  where  he  remained  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  In  1865  he  was  elected  to 
the  Legislature  on  the  Republican  ticket.  Two 
years  later  he  represented  Berrien  County  in  the 
State  Senate,  and  in  1869  he  was  returned  to  the 
Lower  House.  In  1873  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  Postmaster  at  Niles  and  resigned  the  State 
office  to  accept  the  Federal,  which  he  retained  for 
twelve  years.  In  1868  he  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Chicago  Convention.  He  served  as  Mayor  of 
Niles  for  three  terms,  besides  filling  various  minor 
offices  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 
For  many  years  he  was  the  trusted  Surgeon  of  this 
division  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad. 

"Dr.  Bonine's  success  as  a  surgeon  was  phe- 
nomenal and  proves  that  surgeons  are  born,  not 
made,  and  a  fact  not  generall}^  known  may  help 
to  account  for  it  b}^  those  who  believe  that  talent 
is  transmitted  by  hereditary  descent.  The  blood 
that  flowed  in  his  veins  came  from  the  same  foun- 
tain (two  or  three  generations  back)  as  that  of  the 
Ague ws  and  Pancoasts,  of  more  than  national  re- 
nown. Dr.  Bonine  was  constructed  after  Nature's 
grandest  pattern  from  his  heart  outward.  His 
magnificent  physical  development,  rugged  con- 
stitution and  great  power  of  endurance  stood  him 
in  good  stead  during  his  fatiguing  rides  over  poor 
roads  by  day  and  night,  and  only  these  generous 
gifts  of  nature  enabled  him  to  endure  the  hard- 
ships and  exposures  incident  to  the  life  of  a  con- 
scientious army  surgeon.  We  are  told  that  when 
his  superior  officers  urged  him  to  take  needed  rest 
after  long  hours  of  labor  among  the  wounded  and 
dying,  assuring  him  that  younger  men  could  do 
the  work,  he  would  shake  them  off  with  the  re- 
mark, *No,  the  hoys  and  their  friends  at  home  hold 
me  responsible.  How  can  I  leave  the  duty  to 
others  ?' 

"  The  labors  of  this  loved  physician  are  ended, 
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and  one  might  think  with  such  an  earthly  record 
he  would  fear  naught  for  the  future.  But  it  will 
give  pleasure  to  his  friends  to  learn  that  long  be- 
fore he  was  confined  to  his  bed,  and  when  his  mind 
was  alert  and  vigorous,  he  said  to  his  friends:  '  I 
have  tried  to  do  something  to  make  the  world  bet- 
ter for  my  having  lived  in  it,  but  my  life  has  not 
been  what  it  should  have  been  and  I  claim  no 
merit  of  my  own;  my 'sole  trust  is  in  Christ.'  For 
some  hours  before  his  death  his  mind  was  clouded, 
but  as  the  last  hour  approached  he  realized  that 
he  was  dying.  Too  exhausted  to  speak,  he  gave  a 
look  of  fond  recognition  to  the  weeping  friends 
around  him,  and  with  his  hands  clasped  in  theirs, 
his  breath  ceased  and  he  passed  away  without  a 
struggle  on  the  28th  of  December,  1892,  aged  sev- 
enty-one years.  Mrs.  Bonine  and  an  only  son, 
Dr.  Fred  N.,  survive  him.'  " 


X 


t)I10MAS  C.  RODGERS.  Prominent  among 
the  young  business  men  of  Cass  County 
stands  the  name  of  this  popular  citizen  of 
Summerville,  Pokagon  Township.  He  was  born 
July  13,  1853,  one  mile  west  of  Summerville,  on 
the  old  homestead  which  his  grandfather  had  en- 
tered from  the  Government  in  1828.  Elsewhere 
in  this  volume  appears  the  biographical  sketch  of 
his  parents,  Thomas  and  Sarah  Jane  (Rogers) 
Rodgers.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  the 
home  farm  and  in  his  youth  was  the  recipient  of 
the  best  educational  advantages  afforded  by  Poka- 
gon Township. 

At  the  early  age  of  eighteen  years  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  entered  the  flourishing  mill  business  at 
Summerville,  and  remained  thus  occupied  for  a 
number  of  years,  becoming  thoroughly  familiar 
with  the  work  in  all  its  details.  Finally,  however, 
he  abandoned  that  business  and  for  the  past  few 
years  he  has  given  his  attention  exclusively  to 
house-painting,  in  which  he  has  been  very  success- 
ful. He  has  steady  employment  during  the  entire 
year,  and  as  a  business  man  has  proved  himself  to 


be  prompt,  reliable  and  honorable,  possessing  good 
judgment  and  abilities  above  the  average. 

A  very  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Rod- 
gers occurred  May  10,  1877,  at  which  time  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma,  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Julia  B.  (Drake)  Badger.  Mrs.  Rod- 
gers was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  her  father  and 
mother  were  natives  respectively  of  P^ngland  and 
New  Jersey.  One  son,  Carl  A.,  has  been  born  to 
brighten  the  home  and  hearts  of  Mr.  Rodgers  and 
his  cultured  wife.  Socially,  he  is  identified  with 
the  Masonic  fraternity  of  Pokagon  Township  and 
has  reached  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  being  also  a 
member  of  the  latter  lodge  at  Dowagiac.  He  is 
prominent  in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  P^el- 
lows  and  affiliates  with  Crystal  Spring  Lodge  No. 
325. 

In  his  political  opinions,  Mr.  Rodgers  is  a  Repub- 
lican and  a  strong  supporter  of  his  party,  being 
one  of  the  leaders  in  its  ranks.  He  has  officiated 
in  many  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility  in 
the  community,  having  first  been  chosen  to  serve 
as  Constable,  later  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  afterward  appointed  Deputy  Sheriff.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  positions  he  has  also  served  as  Census 
Enumerator  and  Notary  Public.  In  the  spring  of 
1893  he  was  chosen  Supervisor  of  his  township, 
and  although  it  has  a  Democratic  majority  of 
twenty,  he  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  sixteen 
votes.  He  gives  his  infiuence  to  all  measures  hav- 
ing for  their  object  the  promotion  of  the  village, 
morally,  socially  or  materially,  and  aids  so  far  as 
possible  all  public-spirited  and  progressive  enter- 
prises. 


WILLIAM  L.  GARRATT,  M.  D.  It  gives 
us  great  pleasure  to  make  mention  of  this 
worthy  gentleman,  as  he  is  not  only  a 
prominent  physician,  but  a  good  citizen  of  Water- 
vliet,  Berrien  County.  Dr.  Garratt  was  born  in 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  August  22,  1840,  and  is  the 
son  of  Mott  and  Nancy  (French)  Garratt.  Isaac 
Garratt,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  Colonial  days. 
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His  father  came  from  Irelandand  selUed  in  Dutch- 
ess County  in  an  early  day,  and  there  reared  eight 
sons  and  two  daughters,  five  of  whom  lived  to  be 
over  ninety  years  old,  and  all  were  of  the  Quaker 
religion.  Prior  to  the  War  of  1812,  Isaac  Gar- 
ratt  moved  to  Prince  Edward  County,  Canada, 
and  settled  near  Picton,  where  he  spent  the  rest 
of  his  daj's,  and  died  about  1845,  at  the  great  age 
of  ninety  years.  His  wife  was  a  Miss  Carman  in 
her  maiden  days,  and  proved  herself  a  faithful 
companion  and  loving  mother. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  the  month 
of  September,  1787,  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  In 
his  youth  he  was  pressed  into  service  in  the  War 
of  1812,  fighting  bravely  in  the  British  ranks,  but 
as  soon  as  he  came  from  the  war  he  went  to  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  settled  on  a  farm  and  im- 
mediately began  to  improve  it.  In  addition  to 
this  land  he  purchased  more,  and  in  time  was  the 
owner  of  two  or  three  good  farms.  In  politics,  he 
was  formerly  a  Whig,  and  in  the  latter  years  of 
his  life  became  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republi- 
can party.  Our  subject's  father  was  married  three 
times — first  to  a  Miss  Carman,  who  bore  him  thir- 
teen children,  nine  of  whom  reached  their  major- 
ity. The  motlier  of  these  children  died  in  the 
State  of  New  York  about  the  year  1834,  and  some 
time  after  Mr.  Garratt  married  Nancy  Strong,  a 
widow  with  threesons,  Lyman,  Lucius  and  Cephas. 
B}^  her  second  marriage,  Mrs.  Strong  became  the 
mother  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing but  one.  They  are:  Rebecca,  George  W., 
Naomi  (now  Mrs.  Pierce),  and  William  L.,  and  all 
make  I  heir  home  in  Water vliet.  The  mother  of 
the  above-named  children  died  in  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  February  22,  1852.  She  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  her  birthplace  being  in  the  town 
of  Amherst.  She  was  born  in  1800,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  French  parents,  who  were  among  the 
early  pioneers  of  Massachusetts. 

Our  subject  remained  on  the  farm  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  was  fifteen  years  old,  in  the  mean  time 
getting  all  the  education  that  he  could.  On  reach- 
ing his  fifteenth  year,  William  started  in  life  for 
himself  and  soon  found  employment  in  aprinting- 
ottiee,  beginning  with  Pomeroy  Tucker,  in  Pal- 
myra,  N.    Y.,   on    the    Wayne    Democratic   Press. 


Eight  years  after,  Mr.  Garratt  began  the  study  of 
medicine,  but  had  barely  started  when  tiie  Civil 
War  broke  out,  an<l  he  enlisted  January  1,  1864, 
in  Company  H,  Ninth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery. 
He  was  immediately  transferred  to  the  hospital 
service  in  Washington  and  vicinity,  and  in  18G5 
was  discharged  as  a  hospital  steward.  After  the 
horrors  of  war  were  over,  the  Doctor  attended 
lectures  at  the  Buffalo  Medical  College  in  the  win- 
ters of  1866-67,  and  at  the  close  of  that  period 
went  to  Lyons,  Ohio,  where  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Dr.  L.  D.  Hill.  There  he  successfully 
practiced  for  fifteen  years,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1880  located  in  Watervliet,  where  he  has  since 
continued  practice,  with  the  exception  of  two  years' 
time  which  he  spent  in  Ohio. 

Dr.  Garratt  has  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  up- 
building of  the  town  of  Watervliet,  and  in  com- 
pany with  a  Mr.  Pierce  erected  the  first  evapora- 
*tion  system  in  the  village  in  1887.  Politically, 
our  subject  is  a  warm-hearted  Republican  and 
always  uses  his  influence  in  that  direction.  He 
attends  all  the  conventions  and  is  also  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  other 
societies. 

October  6,  1868,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Adelia  Parker,  a  native  of  West  Unity,  Ohio, 
and  a  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  C.  and  Maria  (White) 
Parker.  Dr.  Parker  was  born  in  New  York  and 
moved  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  in  1852.  When  the 
war  broke  out  he  formed  a  company,  over  which 
he  assumed  command,  but  resigned  before  reach- 
ing the  field,  and  died  soon  after.  His  widow  still 
survives,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  Port.  She 
has  had  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. 

Mrs.  Garratt's  paternal  grandfather,  Jerred  C. 
Parker,  was  a  native  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
and  an  early  pioneer  of  Ohio.  Her  maternal  grand- 
father, William  P.  White,  was  born  in  the  same 
county  and  was  a  captain  in  the  militia  during  the 
late  war.  He  was  a  merchant  and  saddle-maker  in 
early  life  and  subsequently  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  farmer.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to 
Mary  Pixley,  who  bore  him  one  child,  Maria;  and 
later  to  Polly  Iligbee,  who  became  the  mother 
of  two  sons,  Whitfield  and  Isaac. 
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Our  subject  and  hh  wife  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Van  C,  Edna  L.  and  Lavern.  They 
were  both  active  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
in  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  since  their  removal  to 
Michigan  have  been  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  this  village.  They  are  both  good 
workers  in  all  societies  connected  with  church  work 
and  aid  both  iinancially  and  spiritually  in  the  up- 
building of  the  cause.  Dr.  Garratt  is  widely  and 
favorably  known,  and  his  sterling  worth  and  strict 
integrity  have  won  him  the  confidence  and  the 
high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 
in  contact. 


G^ 


\lp^^ATIIAN  SKINNER,  one  of  Porter's  lead- 
I  jj  ing  citizens  and  a  prominent  farmer  of  the 
/IviL  township,  was  born  in  Perry  County,  Ohio, 
June  15,  1822.  His  parents,  George  and  Mary 
(Gooden)  Skinner,  were  both  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1781.  The  names  of  the  grandparents  are 
unknown  to  us,  as  is  also  the  origin  of  the  families. 
Tlie  parents  were  married  in  the  Keystone  State 
and  in  an  early  day  removed  to  Ohio,  settling  in 
l*erry  County,  and  later  entering  one  thousand 
acres  of  land  in  Sandusky  County.  The  mother 
died  on  the  24th  of  September,  1831,  when  Nathan 
was  a  child  of  nine  years;  the  father  passed  away 
on  the  25th  of  September,  1838. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  twelve  chil- 
dien:  Rhoda,  who  was  born  on  the  26th  of  April, 
1800,  married  William  l^lack  and  reared  a  family 
of  six  children  in  Sandusky  County,  Ohio;  she 
died  in  the  spring  of  1890,  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years,  having  been  a  widow  during  the  last  forty- 
one  years  of  her  life.  David,  whose  birth  occurred 
on  the  17th  of  February,  1802,  married  Abigail 
Bulla  in  Perry  County,  Ohio,  later  moved  to  Del- 
aware County,  the  same  State,  and  died  in  Van 
Weit  County,  Ohio,  in  November,  1879;  he  and 
his  wife  were  the  parents  of  eight  children.  Fanny 
was  born  October  5,  1803,  and  died  October  15, 
1818,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.     Elizabeth  was 


born  October  1,  1805,  and  died  on  Christmas  Day, 
1824.  John,  who  was  born  December  7,  1807, 
married  Hannah  Brown  on  the  12th  of  July,  1828, 
and  went  to  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  in  1845, 
where  he  died  March  6,  1888.  His  wife  had  passed 
away  thirteen  years  prior  to  his  demise.  They 
had  four  daughters  and  two  sons,  all  of  whom  are 
living  with  the  exception  of  one  son.  Jane  was 
born  March  21,  1810,  and  died  August  1,  1825. 
Rebecca,  who  was  born  April  22,  1812,  married 
Samuel  Black  in  Perry  County,  Ohio,  and  later 
went  to  Sandusky  County,  where  Mr.  Black  died 
April  1,  1846.  She  afterward  married  Hugh  Fur- 
geson,  of  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  removed  to 
Illinois,  where  she  died  April  6,  1889.  Samuel, 
whose  birth  occurred  on  the  10th  of  May,  1814, 
married  twice  and  had  one  son  and  nine  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whom  are  living  and  have  families, 
there  being  at  this  time  one  hundred  and  ten  de- 
scendants. Samuel  is  a  wealthy  retired  farmer  re- 
siding in  Fremont,  Ohio.  George,  who  was  born 
August  22,  1816,  married  Elizabeth  Kimes  in  1840, 
and  lives  in  Williams  County,  Ohio,  where  lie  has 
been  engaged  in  farming;  he  lost  two  sons  in  the 
late  war.  Aaron,  who  was  born  Sei)tember  20, 
1819,  married  Elizabeth  Fickel  and  settled  in  Eff- 
ingham County,  111.,  where  he  follows  agricultural 
pursuits.  The  next  in  order  of  birth  Is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  June  15,  1822. 
Mary  Ann,  born  June  13,  1825,  married  John  W. 
Walter  in  Sandusky  County,  in  September,  1845, 
and  died  in  Tiflin,  Ohio,  October  6,  1865,  having 
become  the  mother  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 

In  his  early  life  Nathan  Skinner  had  but  meagre 
advantages  for  obtaining  an  education, as  his  par- 
ents died  when  he  w^as  quite  young,  his  mother 
when  he  was  nine  years  old  and  his  father  when 
he  was  sixteen.  At  that  age  he  was  thrown  upon 
his  own  resources  to  work  his  way  in  the  world. 
For  a  time  he  worked  in  the  employ  of  others  and 
attended  school  at  such  opportunities  as  were 
afforded.  By  diligence  in  his  studies  he  obtained 
sutlicient  education  to  enable  him  later  to  teach 
school. 

November  27,  1842,  Mr.  Skinner  married  Miss 
Sophia  Day  huff,  who  was  born  in  Richland  County, 
Ohio,  July  23,  1824.     Her  father,  Moses  Dayhuff, 
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was  born  September  15,  1793,  in  the  eastern  part 
of  Pennsylvania.  When  quite  young  he  accom- 
panied his  father  to  Maryland,  and  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore  learned  a  trade.  During  the  War  of 
1812  he  and  an  older  brother  went  into  the  army 
and  remained  until  the  close  of  the  conflict.  After- 
ward he  began  preaching  as  an  itinerant  in  the 
Evangelical  Church,  and  joined  the  first  conference 
in  that  denomination.  For  six  years  he  labored 
as  an  itinerant  preacher,  usually  speaking  in  the 
German  language,  although  he  also  used  P]nglish 
fluently.  He  had  five  brothers  and  two  sisters. 
In  1820  he  married  Miss  Barbara  Blough,  of  Berlin, 
Somerset  County,  Pa.,  and  three  years  afterward 
he  moved  to  Ohio,  where  he  resided  until  1851. 
During  that  year  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  after- 
ward lived  with  his  children  until  his  death  at  the 
home  of  his  son-in-law,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
which  occurred  in  1870,  when  he  was  seventy- 
seven.  His  ancestors,  as  well  as  those  of  his  wife, 
were  of  German  origin.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  three  sons  and  five  daughters. 

The  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Skinner,  John  Dayhuff, 
was  a  man  possessing  great  energy  and  force  of 
character,  and  was  particularly  zealous  in  religious 
matters.  When  he  considered  that  the  time  had 
come  for  building  a  church,  he  went  to  work  him- 
self, without  asking  assistance  of  any  one.  He 
erected  the  edifice  on  his  own  land,  deeding  it  to 
the  Methodists,  Dutch  and  English.  Being  a 
splendid  singer,  his  services  were  frequently  called 
into  requisition  for  public  occasions,  and  he  was 
chorister  for  several  different  denominations  at 
the  same  time.  For  many  years  he  kept  a  note- 
book and  the  writing  in  it  was  so  beautiful  as  to 
attract  general  attention.  Upright  and  honorable, 
he  won  the  esteem  of  ail  who  knew  him  and  his 
memory  is  revered  by  his  descendants. 

Coming  to  Michigan  in  1845,  Mr.  Skinner  set- 
tled in  Porter  Township  two  years  later,  and  here 
improved  a  farm  that  he  sold  in  1865.  During 
the  same  year  he  purchased  his  present  place  and 
has  embellished  it  with  the  best  of  improvements. 
He  spent  twelve  years  in  Jones,  this  county,  hav- 
ing retired  from  his  farm,  but  again  returned  to 
this  place  and  has  since  made  it  his  home.  He 
served  for  five  years  ^  Justice  of  the  Peace,  for 


four  years  was  Supervisor  from  Porter  Township, 
and  while  in  Jones  he  served  as  Supervisor  from 
Newburg  Township  and  was  also  Township  Clerk. 
When  he  was  but  seventeen  years  of  age  he  united 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  but  his  wife 
became  a  member  of  that  denomination  when  she 
was  sixteen.  Since  that  time  he  has  lived  an  ex- 
emplary Christian  life,  and  has  been  quite  promi- 
nent in  the  church.  He  has  served  as  Class-leader 
and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  He  has 
also  been  a  lifelong  temperance  man. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Skinner  has  done  but  little 
work  on  his  farm.  He  has  been  largely  interested 
in  settling  estates  and  has  been  administrator 
and  guardian  for  seven  or  eight  important  ones. 
Now  he  is  living  in  quiet  retirement  on  his  farm. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skinner  have  had  four  children,  as 
follows:  Mary  Ann,  who  was  born  October  6, 
1844,  and  died  October  7,  1845;  Rhoda,  who  was 
born  April  6,  1846,  married  Henry  T.  Cutler  and 
now,  widowed,  makes  her  home  with  her  parents; 
William  H.,  who  was  born  September  24,  1850,  is 
unmarried  and  resides  with  his  parents;  Samuel  F., 
who  was  born  October  16,  1853,  married  Maria  R. 
Roof,  and  lives  on  a  farm  adjoining  that  of  his  fa- 
ther, having  the  management  of  both  estates. 


GEORGE  H.  REDFIELD,  better  known  as 
7  ''Ham"  Redfield,  comes  of  a  long  line  of 
worthy  ancestors,  and  the  history  of  the 
family  in  America  dates  back  to  the  landing  of 
the  Pilgrims.  He  is  of  English  descent,  and  for 
many  years  his  family  was  identified  with  the 
history  of  the  Nutmeg  State.  Mr.  Redfield  was 
born  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  August  21,  1855,  and 
was  the  only  son  of  the  late  Hon.  George  Red- 
field,  who  was  the  fifth  son  of  Peleg  Redfield,  the 
latter  a  native  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  born 
October  6,  1796.  Peleg  Redfield  was  the  son  of 
George  Redfield. 

When  George  Redfield,  the  father  of   our   sub- 
ject, was  a  njere  boy,  he  moved  with  his  parent^ 
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from  Connecticut  to  Ontario  County, N.Y.,  where 
lie  received  his  education,  and  where  he  remained 
until  1822.  From  tiiere  he  went  South  for  the 
purpose  of  teacliing  school,  and  remained  there 
several  years,  in  the  vicinity  of  Milledgeville, 
Ga.  While  there  he  became  acquainted  with  and 
had  for  his  pupils  those  who  later  became  leading 
men  m  the  politics  of  that  State,  among  them  being 
eX'State  Treasurer  Jones.  In  1831  he,  in  com- 
pany with  eleven  other  young  men,  started  for 
the  wilds  of  the  great  West,  Michigan  being  the 
objective  point.  They  went  there  for  the  pur- 
[)Ose  of  seeking  a  home,  and  made  the  trip  from 
Detroit  to  St.  Joseph  County  on  foot,  carrying  on 
their  backs  provisions,  etc., and  camping  wherever 
night  overtook  them. 

The  company  came  as  far  West  as  White  Pigeon, 
St.  Joseph  Count3^  and,  being  much  pleased  with 
the  country,  Mr.  Redfield  returned  to  New  York 
in  order  to  make  more  complete  arrangements  for 
his  permanent  settlement  there.  He  intended  to 
return  in  the  spring  of  1832,  but  when  the  next 
spring  came  the  memorable  cholera  scourge  com- 
pelled him  to  abandon  the  trip  for  the  time  being. 
In  1833,  in  company  with  his  brother  Lewis,  he 
made  another  trip  to  Michigan,  but  again  re- 
turned to  the  East.  In  1834  he  came  back  and 
purchased  eight  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Cass 
County,  a  part  of  whicli  he  lived  on  the  balance 
of  his  days.  This  land  was  located  near  Adams- 
ville. 

On  the  9th  of  January,  1835,  Mr.  Redfield  mar- 
ried Miss  Julia  A.  Mason,  of  Palmyra,  N.  Y.  In 
1836  he  purcliased  from  the  Government  three 
'thousand  acres  of  land  in  Calvin  Township,  one 
thousand  acres  in  Jefferson  Township,  one  thou* 
sand  acres  in  Mason  Township,  and  other  tracts 
in  different  parts  of  the  county,  ten  thousand 
acres  in  all.  He  became  one  of  the  most  noted 
men  of  the  State.  He  built  the  first  water  saw- 
mill in  Cass  County,  it  being  in  Jefferson  Town- 
ship, and  rebuilt  it  in  1850.  After  it  was  burned 
down  he  rebuilt  it  again,  in  1862,  and  connected 
with  it  a  flourmill.  This  is  still  known  as  Red- 
field's  Mill.  Mr.  Redfield  was  elected  State  Rep- 
resentative, and  served  in  that  memorable  one 
hundred  davs'  session  of    1841,     In    1842-43  he 


served  as  Senator,  was  a  Presidential  elector  in 
1844,  and  in  1845  was  appointed  State  Treasurer 
by  Gov.  Barry. 

The  credit  of  the  State  at  the  time  was  at  a 
very  low  ebb,  bonds  could  not  be  sold,  money  was 
needed  to  meet  interest  then  due  on  bonds  pre- 
viously disposed  of,  and  he,  with  George  Barry, 
took  out  of  their  own  ample  fortune  $24,000, 
which  they  applied  towards  paying  the  obligations 
of  the  State.  This  was  not  only  a  very  liberal  act 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Redfield,  but  one  that  proved 
of  untold  benefit  to  the  State  at  large,  for  it  re- 
stored confidence.  In  1850  Mr.  Redfield  was  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  State,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  convention  that  framed  the  Constitu- 
tion. To  none  of  the  positions  did  he  aspire,  but 
had  he  aspired  to  political  positions  he  might 
have  filled  the  highest  in  the  gift  of  the  people  of 
his  State. 

A  thorough  business  man,  Mr.  Redfield  was  also 
very  domestic  in  his  taste.  In  late  years  he  posi- 
tively refused  to  accept  any  oflfice,  altliough  often 
solicited  to  do  so.  When  the  colored  people  set- 
tled in  Calvin  Township  Mr.  Redfield  sold  much 
of  his  land  to  them,  in  most  cases  on  time.  He 
was  generous  to  a  fault,  and  no  poor  man,  either 
white  or  black,  came  to  him  for  assistance  and 
went  away  empty-handed.  For  years  a  favorite 
quotation  among  the  poor  when  the>^  had  no 
money  to  buy,  and  went  to  him  for  their  supply  was, 
''Going  to  Egypt  for  corn,"  and  they  always 
got  it,  for  George  Redfield  was  a  benefactor  of 
the  country  and  always  had  plenty.  His  first 
wife  died  in  August,  1848,  leaving  him  two 
daughters  and  one  son.  The  latter,  Lewis  by 
name,  died  in  1868,  when  twenty-six  years  of 
age,  having  been  married  but  six  months  before. 
Bertha  E.  became  the  wife  of  H.  E.  Bucklon,  the 
wealthy  patent  medicine  manufacturer  of  Chicago; 
and  Jennie  M.  is  the  wife  of  Prof.  Walter  C. 
Hewett,  of  Oshkosh,  Wis.  Mrs.  Bucklon  and  Mrs. 
W.  C.  Hewett  are  of  the  second  marriage,  as  is 
also  Abby.  ^ 

In  September,  1854,  Mr.  Redfield  married  Miss 
Jane  E.  Hammond,  daughter  of  Judge  Hammond, 
of  Essex  County,  N.  Y.  She  died  in  1865,  leav- 
ing him  one  sop  apd   three  daughters,     Of  these, 


392 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAI HICAL  RECORD. 


George  H.,  whose  name  heads  this  article,  is  the 
eldest;  Ann  Maria  married  a  wealthy  merchant, 
A.  N.  Haskel,  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  but  is  a  widow 
now  and  resides  with  a  son  at  Elkhart,  Ind.;  Julia 
became  the  wife  of  Dr.  M.  M.  Latta,  a  prominent 
physician  of  Goshen,  Ind.;  and  Abby  died  in 
1889.  The  father  of  these  children  died  in  1887. 
For  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life  he  was  to- 
tally blind,  but  even  then  he  managed  his  affairs 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  then  the 
owner  of  about  two  thousand  acres  of  land,  and 
was  one  of  the  best  men  who  ever  made  their 
home  in  Cass  County.  He  left  to  his  children  a 
large  estate,  and,  what  was  much  better,  a  stainless 
reputation. 

No  man  is  better  or  more  favorably  known  in 
the  county  than  "Ham"  Red  field,  whose  friends 
are  legion.  He  enjoyed  all  the  advantages  in 
youth  that  money  could  give,  first  attending  a 
Quaker  and  later  a  Catholic  sciiooI,but  not  because 
he  or  his  family  adhered  to  the  faith  of  either, 
but  because  the  training  was  more  thorough. 
However,  he  left  school  at  an  early  age,  and  when 
he  had  reached  his  twentieth  birthdaj^  he  was  mar- 
ried, selecting  his  companion  in  Miss  Julia  A. 
Van  Antwerp,  daughter  of  Simon  and  Louisa 
(Hewitt)  Van  Antwerp.  Mr.  Van  Antwerp  was 
of  a  prominent  pioneer  family.  Detthic  Hewitt, 
father  of  Mrs.  Van  Antwerp,  held  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  foity  years. 

Mrs.  Redfield  is  a  lady  of  intelligence  and  re- 
finement and  was  well  educated,  having  taught 
school  for  a  number  of  years  previous  to  her  mar- 
ruige.  To  this  union  were  born  two  children, 
the  eldest  son  being  now  deceased,  his  death  oc- 
curring in  1881,  when  he  was  but  four  years  of 
age.  The  second  child,  George  Russell,  was  born 
January  8,  1891,  and  is  a  bright  and  promising 
little  fellow.  Following  his  marriage  our  subject 
remained  with  his  father  in  the  mill  for  two  years, 
and  then  came  to  the  farm  where  he  now  lives, 
and  which  was  deeded  to  him  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage.  For  the  past  seven  years  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  and  four  years  ago 
(1889)  he  built  his  creamery,  in  which  he  is  doing 
an  extensive  business.  He  has  held  the  offices  of 
Township  Clerk  and  Township  Treasurer,  and  for   \ 


twelve  years  past  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
During  that  time  he  has  not  had  a  case  reversed. 
Socially,  he  is  a  Kniglit  of  Pythias  and  a  Knight 
of  the  Maccabees.  He  is  a  line  musician  and  is 
one  universally  liked  and  respected. 


ON.  JAMES  B.  THOMSON.  A  man  seems 
living  nearer  to  nature  who  adopts  as  his 
life  calling  some  occupation  that  has  been 
g)  honored  from  the  earliest  time.  That  of 
the  agriculturist  and  that  of  the  weaver  are  of 
historic  growth,  and  these  our  subject  has  been 
reared  to  know  best,  he  himself  having  adopted 
the  former,  while  his  father  devoted  himself  to 
the  latter.  Samuel  Thomson,  the  immediate  pro- 
genitor of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land, and  there  grew  to  mature  years.  He  learned 
the  weaver's  trade,  but  in  connection  was  also  en- 
gaged as  a  merchant  for  many  years.  He  married 
Miss  Lillias  Aitken,  a  native  of  the  same  place, 
and  shortly  afterward  emigrated  to  America.  In 
1844  this  enterprising  young  couple  settled  in 
Berrien  Count\%  Mich.,  and  took  u[)  land  where 
our  subject  now  resides.  With  few  conveniences 
and  very  few  comforts,  they  settled  in  a  log  cabin, 
and  went  actively  to  work  to  clear  and  improve 
their  farm.  As  the  years  passed  away,  the  com- 
forts of  life  came  to  them,  the  home  place  becanie 
one  of  the  best  in  the  county,  and  eight  children 
gathered  around  the  hearth. 

Mr.  Thomson  was  one  of  the  best  known  men  of 
the  county,  and  was  highly  esteemed  throughout 
its  length  and  breadth.  For  many  years  he  was 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  also  held  the  office  of 
Highway  Commissioner,  discharging  the  duties  of 
the  same  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  For 
many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  the  second 
President  of  the  same,  holding  that  position  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
all  concerned.  He  lived  to  be  quite  aged,  and 
died  on  the  place   where  he  had  spent   the  best 
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years  of  his  life,  when  eighty-four  years  of  age. 
His  wife  is  still  living  and  finds  a  comfortable 
home  with  her  son,  our  subject. 

lion.  James  B.  Thomson  was  born  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides,  in  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
August  19,  1853,  and  was  the  youngest  of  eight 
children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  mature  years.  As  he  grew  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  place,  his  educational  advan- 
tages were  confined  to  the  district  school  of  his 
neighborhood.  Reared  to  the  arduous  duties  of 
the  farm,  it  was  certain  from  the  first  that  he  would 
choose  that  as  his  calling  in  life,  and  that  he  has 
been  successful  in  that  pursuit  it  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  add.  A  glance  over  his  well-kept  farm 
will  tell  it  all.  He  is  ambitious,  enterprising  and 
progressive,  traits  of  character  that  will  hardly 
fail  him  in  his  future  career,  and  that  have  already 
won  for  him  honor  and  distinction  in  his  native 
county. 

Public-spirited  and  enterprising,  our  subject  has 
held  a  number  of  prominent  ollices,  and  discharged 
the  duties  of  all  in  a  manner  retlecting  the  great- 
est credit.  He  was  first  elected  Supervisor  of 
Niles  Township,  and  held  that  position  from  1887 
until  1892,  a  period  of  live  years.  In  1892  he 
was  elected  to  represent  the  Second  District  of 
Berrien  County  in  the  Legislature.  He  was  School 
Inspector  for  many  years,  and  has  ever  been  deeply 
interested  in  educational  matters.  A  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  he  contributes  liberally 
to  its  support. 


«4- 
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'OHN  MARTIN,  deceased.  It  has  been  said 
that  life  is  not  measured  by  years  but  by 
intensity.  Scarcely  fifty  years  from  his 
birth,  Mr.  Martin  passed  to  his  final  rest. 
But  though  called  hence  in  the  prime  of  his  useful 
and  vigorous  manhood,  he  had  accomplished  much 
for  the  good  of  his  fellow-men,  and  if  existence 
were  counted  by  years  and  not  by  deeds,  he 
might  well  be  called  the  most  venerable  of  men. 
For  a  long  time  he  was  closely  connected  with  the 

19 


best   interests  of  St.  Joseph,  and   was  one  of  the 
prominent  merchants  of  the  city  until  his  demise. 

Born  in  Ireland  in  1832,  our  subject  was  the 
son  of  Charles  and  Ann  Martin,  natives  of  the 
Emerald  Isle.  The  biographer  finds  little  of 
special  interest  to  record  concerning  his  childhood, 
which  was  passed  in  an  uneventful  way  on  the 
Isle  of  Erin.  Fie  attended  the  schools  and  ac- 
quired the  rudiments  of  his  education,  which  was 
afterward  broadened  by  extensive  reading  and 
travel.*  Having  resolved  to  emigrate  to  the  New 
World  and  seek  a  home  in  the  country  which 
offered  such  magnificent  opportunities  to  the  poor 
of  other  lands,  he  set  sail  on  an  American-bound 
vessel  in  March  of  1852  and  after  a  safe  voyage 
landed  in  New  York  in  July. 

From  that  cit}^  Mr.  Martin  proceeded  directly 
to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  where  for  a  time  he  engaged 
in  buying  railroad  ties  and  staves,  which  he 
shipped  to  Chicago.  Later  he  embarked  in  the 
general  mercantile  business  in  this  place,  and  by 
the  exercise  of  excellent  judgment  and  conscien- 
tious dealings  with  all,  he  acquired  a  wide  reputa- 
tion as  a  successful  and  enterprising  business  man, 
in  whom  the  public  had  every  confidence.  His 
death,  October  24,  1882,  was  regarded  as  a  pub- 
lic loss,  for  his  infiuence  throughout  the  com- 
munity had  always  been  elevating  and  ennobling. 
After  his  demise,  his  widow  continued  the  business, 
of  which  she  assumed  the  management.  In  1892 
she  sold  out,  and  the  enterprise  went  into  other 
hands. 

The  lady  who  for  twenty  years  was  the  devoted 
helpmate  of  Mr.  Martin  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Jane  McLaughlin  and  became  his  wife  December 
29,  1862.  Mrs.  Martin  was  born  in  Ogdensburgh, 
N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Francis  and  Sara  M. 
(McMullen)  McLaughlin,  natives  of  Ireland,  who 
came  to  this  country  when  quite  young.  Miss 
McLaughlin  attended  a  convent  of  the  Sisters  of 
Mercy  at  Chicago.  With  her  parents  she  removed 
to  the  State  of  New  York  in  1844,  and  resided 
there  until  her  marriage.  Seven  children  were 
born  unto  her,  five  of  whom  are  still  living,  as 
follows:  John  F.;  Alice,  who  married  Warren 
Ballengee,  and  resides  in  St.  Joseph;  William  E.; 
Sarah;  and  George  II.     The  handsome  family  res- 
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idence  is  located  on  State  Street  and  is  the  abode 
of  hospitality.  Mrs.  Martin  and  her  children  are 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  with  which  Mr. 
Martin  was  also  actively  identified.  In  his  politi- 
cal sympathies,  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat. 


i-oi-4^a^e- 


W?ILT;IAM  SEARES,  a  well-known  citizen  of 
Cass  County  and  a  prominent  farmer  re- 
siding on  section  34,  La  Grange  Township, 
was  born  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  sixteen  miles  from 
the  city  of  that  name,  on  the  10th  of  June,  1816. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Richard  Scares,  was  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  and  followed  the  occupa- 
tions of  a  farmer  and  hotel-keeper.  Unto  him  and 
his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Charity  Bennett, 
were  born  the  following-named  children:  Phcjebe, 
who  married  William  Dooty;  Isaac,  father  of  our 
subject;  Polly,  who  married  William  Custard; 
Sophia,  who  became  the  wife  of  Lyman  Robinson; 
Pkilema,  Mrs.  O.  W.  Brawn;  and  Bennett.  There 
were  also  two  children  who  died  in  infancy.  Po- 
litically, Grandfather  Scares  was  a  prominent  and 
active  worker  in  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  a 
pioneer  of  Erie  County,  Pa.,  where  he  made  set- 
tlement in  an  early  day,  when  settlers  were  few 
and  hardships  numerous. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Isaac  Scares,  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  near  Hartford,  and  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  New  York,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  common  schools.  When  about  nineteen 
years  old  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  at  the  same  time,  or  soon  afterward,  he 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  War  of  1812.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  service  he  returned  to 
Erie  County,  where,  at  the  age  of  thirty,  he  mar- 
ried Mary,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Susan  (Cus- 
tard) Custard.  He  resided  in  various  places  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  about  1821  came  to  Michigan. 
In  1835  he  came  to  Cass  County  and  purchased 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight  acres,  and  dur- 
ing the  following  year  he  brought  his  family.  The 
land  was  entirely  unimproved,  and  in  order  to 
bring  his  family  to  the  place  he  was  compelled  to 


cut  the  roads.  However,  as  years  passed  by  he  was 
enabled  to  make  many  improvements  and  to  bring 
the  place  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Upon  the 
home  he  there  established  his  life  was  brouglit  to 
a  close  in  1839. 

At  the  time  of  his  demise  Isaac  Scares  left  a 
widow  and  the  following-named  children:  Abra- 
ham, deceased;  Andrew,  who  went  to  Texas  many 
years  ago  and  has  not  been  heard  of  for  more  than 
thirty  years;  John  and  Richard,  deceased;  Will- 
iam, of  this  sketch;  Phcjebe,  Mrs.  Alfred  White, 
deceased;  Susan,  who  married  Richard  Walker; 
Sarah,  deceased;  Charity,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Byers; 
and  Irene,  Mrs.  Jonathan  Bangham.  The  mother 
of  this  family  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four  years  of  age.  In  his  political  belief,  Mr. 
Scares,  Sr.,  was  a  Whig,  and  served  his  fellow-citi- 
zens in  numerous  positions  of  trust,  the  most  im- 
portant being  that  of  Treasurer  of  Cass  Count3\ 

In  his  youthful  days,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
remained  beneath  the  parental  roof.  His  father 
having  given  him  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
where  he  now  lives,  he  commenced  the  work  of 
clearing  the  soil  and  developing  the  land.  Through 
proper  methods  of  fertilization  and  close  study  of 
the  various  cereals  best  adapted  to  the  soil,  he  was 
enabled  to  secure  the  very  best  results  and  brought 
his  land  to  a  high  slate  of  cultivation.  In  1840 
he  married  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Miller,  and  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  To  them 
were  born  seven  children,  as  follows:  Thomas, 
who  served  for  three  years  in  the  late  war  and  was 
wounded  in  the  hand  during  one  of  the  engage- 
ments in  which  he  participated;  Mary  A.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years;  Arde  Lissa,  who 
married  Joseph  Bangham;  Abraham,  deceased;  Is- 
aac N.,  a  resident  of  California;  Frank,  who  makes 
his  home  in  Pennsylvania;  and  George,  deceased. 

A  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  from  his 
youth,  Mr.  Scares  has  occupied  various  oiKcial  po- 
sitions in  that  denomination.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  many  years  ago  was  chosen  County 
Clerk.  He  filled  the  position  for  one  term,  but 
upon  being  again  offered  the  position  declined  to 
serve.  In  addition  to  conducting  a  general  farm- 
ing business,  he  has  engaged  in  the  sale  of  farm 
implements  for  a  number  of  years,     At  one  time 
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he  was  the  owner  of  three  liiindred  and  forty 
acres  of  land,  the  greater  part  of  wh(ch  he  and  his 
brother  placed  under  cultivation.  Now,  in  the 
declining  year;^  of  his  life,  he  can  look  back  upon 
the  past  without  regret,  and  can  look  forward  to 
the  future  without  fear.  Such  has  been  his  life 
that  he  has  won  a  place  among  the  honorable  and 
enterprising  citizens  of  the  count3^ 


AMP:8  M.  HETLER.  The  name  which  in- 
troduces this  sketch  is  borne  by  a  gentle- 
man prominent  in  many  of  the  foremost 
^^^fj  enterprises  of  Berrien  County,  and  num- 
bered among  the  successful  fruit-growers  of  8t. 
Joseph  Township.  Mr.  Hetler  has  passed  his  life 
principally  in  this  county,  where  he  was  born  on 
the  28th  of  June,  1859.  He  is  of  immediate  Ger- 
man parentage,  his  father,  Gottleib  Hetler,  being  a 
native  of  Germany,  whence  he  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica with  his  parents  in  childhood  and  located  in 
Seneca  County,  Ohio.  He  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  the  Buckeye  State,  removing  thence  to  Michi- 
gan in    1856. 

In  the  fall  of  the  above-named  year  Gottleib 
Hetler  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha 
Crill,  the  ceremony  which  united  their  destinies 
being  performed  in  Ohio.  The  bride  was  the 
daughter  of  William  Crill,  a  descendant  of  English 
ancestors.  Upon  coming  to  Michigan  the  senior 
Mr.  Hetler  located  in  Royal  ton  Township,  Berrien 
County,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  unimproved 
land,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
the  midst  of  a  dense  forest.  With  unwearied  in- 
dustry he  cleared  about  forty  acres,  placing  a  por- 
tion of  the  tract  under  cultivation  and  rendering 
it  of  greatly  increased  value.  After  residing  there 
for  about  twelve  3' ears,  he  removed  to  the  place 
where  our  subject  now  resides,  and  upon  disposing 
of  his  property  in  Royalton  Township  he  pur- 
chased forty-four  acres  in  St.  Joseph  Township. 
He  cleared  and  improved  a  part  of  the  farm,  and 
made  his  home  here  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  June,  1872, 


There  were  nine  children  in  the  family  of 
Gottlieb  Hetler,  of  whom  seven  grew  to  maturity 
and  six  are  now  living.  They  are  as  follows: 
G.  W.,  who  owns  a  fifteen -acre  farm  in  St.  Joseph 
Township;  William,  a  resident  of  Royalton  Town- 
ship; Joseph,  who  owns  a  farm  in  St.  Joseph  Town- 
ship; James  M.;  Nancy  J.,  who  is  the  wife  of  G. 
R.  Davis;  and  Catherine,  Mrs.  William  Tolton,  a 
resident  of  Chicago,  where  her  husband  follows 
the  trade  of  a  machinist.  The  father  of  this  fam- 
ily was  identified  with  the  German  Evangelical 
Church  and  was  a  man  of  upright  and  consistent 
Christian  character.  For  nine  consecutive  years 
he  filled  the  position  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  as 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  county  was  highly  re- 
garded by  all  who  knew  him. 

At  the  age  of  nine  years  our  subject  accompa- 
nied his  parents  in  their  removal  from  Royalton 
Township  to  St.  Joseph  Township,  settling  upon 
the  place  where  he  now  resides.  At  the  conclu- 
sion of  his  school  studies,  he  worked  by  the  month 
for  a  number  of  years  in  his  father's  employ.  In 
1881,  forming  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  J. 
W.,  he  purchased  the  place  where  he  now  resides, 
and  for  about  four  years  they  tilled  the  soil  in 
common,  after  which  the  property  was  divided. 
Mr.  Hetler  now  owns  twenty-four  acres,  one-half 
of  which  is  set  out  to  fruit  trees.  He  has  about 
three  hundred  pear  trees,  two  hundred  peach  trees, 
and  raises  berries  of  every  variety,  finding  that 
occupation  both  pleasant  and  remunerative. 

November  17,  1881,  Mr.  Hetler  married  Miss 
Flora  Hatch,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Lapeer 
County,  this  State.  Her  father,  Chester  Hatch, 
was  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Indian  River, 
Cheboygan  County,  Mich.,  where  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer  and  was  also  engaged  as 
a  mechanic.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hetler  were 
born  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  living: 
Nettie  J.  and  Mabel  M.  Freddie,  the  only  son, 
died  when  eleven  months  old.  The  religious 
home  of  the  family  is  in  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  they  are  regular  attendants  at  the 
various  church  services.  In  his  political  views, 
Mr.  Hetler  is  a  Republican  and  takes  an  intelli- 
gent interest  in  all  matters  of  public  concern  and 
general  importance.  His  life  has  been  an  active  one, 
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and  the  results  speak  for  themselves.  He  com- 
menced with  little  capital,  but  being  a  good  man- 
ager he  has  acquired  the  ownership  of  one  of  the 
best  fruit  farms  in  the  vicinity.  The  improve- 
ments upon  the  place  have  been  made  under  his 
personal  supervision,  the  land  cleared,  trees  set  out, 
buildings  erected,  and  such  changes  made  as  have 
been  of  a  most  desirable  nature,  as  well  as  pleasing 
in  the  general  effect. 


^fOMN  F.  CLENI)K]SP:N.  Many  of  the  best 
known  faimers  and  residents  of  Cass  Coun- 
ty' have  been  born  and  reared  within  its 
confines.  In  them  we  find  men  of  energy 
and  enterprise,  who  in  the  trite  parlance  of  the 
present  day  might  appropriately  be  called  'Miust- 
lers,''  and  who  are  bound  to  become  wealthy  and 
influential  citizens  as  the  years  go  by.  John  F. 
Clendenen  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
lives,  December  22,  1861,  and,  although  young  in 
years,  is  old  in  experience.  He  is  a  man  whom 
nature  seems  to  have  intended  for  a  farmer,  for, 
owing  to  his  desire  to  keep  out  of  the  beaten  path, 
and  to  his  adoption  of  new  and  improved  meth- 
ods, together  with  industry  and  good  judgment, 
he  has  met  with  more  than  the  average  degree  of 
success  in  pursuing  his  calling. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Oscar  and  Harriet 
(Swisher)  Clendenen,  were  natives  of  Virginia  and 
Ohio,  respectively,  and  his  grandparents,  Robert 
and  Amanda  (Hinchman)  Clendenen,  were  na- 
tives also  of  the  Old  Dominion,  where  they  resided 
many  years.  At  an  early  date  the  grandparents 
emigrated  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Cass  Coun- 
ty, where  the  closing  scenes  of  their  lives  were 
passed.  Oscar  Clendenen  was  born  December  20, 
1829,  and  was  quite  young  when  he  came  to  Mich- 
igan with  his  parents.  All  his  'scholastic  training 
was  received  in  the  district  schools,  and  his  time 
was  spent,  when  out  of  school,  in  assisting  to  im- 
prove the  home  place.  He  was  married  in  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  to  Miss  Harriet  Swisher,  daughter 
of  John  Swisher,  and  shortly  afterward  purchased 


eighty  acres  of  the  farm  upon  which  our  subject  is 
now  living.  To  this  he  added  from  time  to  time 
until  he  became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty-five  acres,  all  improved  and  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  On  this  farm  his  death  oc- 
curred in  March,  1870.  He  was  a  hard-working, 
industrious  man,  and  one  who  was  universally  re- 
spected. In  politics,  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  hehi 
a  number  of  the  local  oliices.  His  widow  was  mar- 
ried the  second  time,  to  William  Kelchum,  and 
now  resides  in  Dowagiac. 

Of  the  three  children  born  to  his  parents,  our 
subject  is  first  in  order  of  birth.  Frank,  the  sec- 
ond child,  married  Miss  Lena  Flanigan.  The 
other  child  was  named  Florence.  John  F.  re- 
ceived a  good  practical  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  Silver  Creek  Township,  and  remained 
with  his  mother  until  grown.  In  December,  1884, 
he  married  Miss  Emma  Oyler,  a  native  of  this 
county,  and  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Catherine 
(Robinson)  Oyler,  who  were  early  pioneers  of  Cass 
County.  To  this  union  were  born  four  children, 
as  follows:  Bessie;  Lula;  Niel,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years;  and  Earl.  In  politics,  Mr.  Clendenen 
is  a  Democrat,  and  has  held  a  number  of  local 
offices.  He  was  Township  Clerk  for  two  years. 
Highway  Commissioner  one  year,  and  in  1893  he 
was  elected  the  second  time  as  Township  Treas- 
urer. He  is  a  public-spirited  young  man,  and  one 
of  the  best  farmers  in  his  section. 
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Jf/ACOB  BRENNER,  a  representative  general 
I  agriculturist  and  successful  stock-raiser, 
Ij  handling  a  superior  grade  of  Shorthorns,  is 
^J/  pleasantly  located  upon  section  15,  Berrien 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  owns  a  fine 
farm  of  one  hundred  acres.  Our  subject  is  of 
German  descent,  his  paternal  great-grandfather, 
John  Brenner,  having  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  a  very  early  day  in  the  history  of  our 
country.  He  settled  in  the  Quaker  State  and, 
passing  away  at  a  good  old  age,  y^i\s  buried  in  a 
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coffin  of  one-inch  white  oak  lumber.  His  son, 
Grandfather  Peter  Brenner,  served  with  courage 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  left  as  a  legacy  to  his 
descendants  a  chest,  having  his  name  inlaid  with 
brimstone  and  bearing  the  date  of  1776.  This 
relic,  made  in  Middletown,  Pa.,  and  now  m  pos- 
session of  our  subject,  is  highly  valued.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  Peter  Brenner,  was  a  native 
of  Dauphin  County,  Pa.,  and  w^as  born  in  1802. 
He  was  a  life-long  farmer  and  a  man  of  intelli- 
gence. The  mother,  Mrs.  Rebecca  (Zimmerman) 
Brenner,  was  born  in  Swatara  Township,  Dauphin 
County,  Pa.  The  parents  passed  their  lives  in 
their  native  county,  where  the  mother  died  in  1853, 
the  father  surviving  until  1877.  Until  1847  the 
worthy  couple  with  their  family  continued  to  re- 
side in  a  humble  log  house,  but  at  this  latter  date 
the  father  built  a  modern  brick  dwelling. 

Twelve  sons  and  daughters  gathered  in  the  old 
Pennsylvania  home,  and  but  four  of  the  family 
are  now  living.  The  parents  were  both  devout 
menibers  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  the 
father  was  for  man}^  years*  a  Trustee.  He  gave 
one-half  acre  of  land  now  in  the  village  of  Ober- 
liti,  Pa.,  to  the  church,  and  was  ever  generous  in 
the  behalf  of  religious  influence  and  of  church 
work.  He  was  avcU  educated  in  German,  and  held 
with  faithful  ability  the  office  of  Supervisor  of 
Swatara  Township.  The  old  homestead  of  Grand- 
father Brenner  remained  in  the  family  for  three 
generations,  or  nearly  sixty  years.  Our  subject, 
Jacob  Brenner,  was  the  fourth  child  of  his  parents' 
large  family  who  attained  to  maturity.  Mr. 
Brenner  was  born  April  14,  183G,  in  Swatara 
Township,  Pa.  Reared  upon  a  farm  and  earl}^ 
obliged  to  assist  in  the  daily  duties,  he  attended 
the  district  school  but  two  months  in  the  winter  of 
each  year.  Before  he  was  quite  twenty  years  of 
age,  our  subject  married  Miss  Margaret  Wolfe,  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Anna  (Corman)  Wolfe, 
both  natives  of  Cumberland  County,  Pa.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Brenner  was  born  in  the  year  1810, 
the  mother  in  181  l,and  both  spent  their  entire  lives 
in  Middlesex  Township.  Mr.  Wolfe  was  a  man  of 
enterprise  and  achieved  success  in  life.  He  owned 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  one 
body,  and  occupied  a  position  of  honor  and  influ- 


ence. He  passed  away  April  17,  1873;  the  mother 
of  Mrs.  Brenner  survived  her  husband  until 
February  24,  1879. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolfe  were  members  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Church,  and  Mr.  W^oife  was  espe- 
cially active  in  religious  work.  He  was  in  political 
affiliation  a  Democrat,  and  was  a  Director  of  the 
poor  of  the  county.  Mrs.  Brenner  was  born 
October  24,  1836,  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa.  She 
attended  school  and  assisted  in  the  home  work  un- 
til arrived  at  nineteen,  when  she  was  married. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brenner  were  wedded  in  Harrisburgh, 
Pa.,  February  21,  1856,  and  resided  on  the  Bren- 
ner farm  until  1859,  when  they  removed  to 
Grandfather  Brenner's  homestead,  and  there  they 
remained  until  1865,  when  they  journeyed  to 
Michigan  and  located  upon  their  present  farm, 
which  is  all  cleared  with  the  exception  of  twenty- 
five  acres.  The  land,  highly  cultivated,  is  de- 
voted to  mixed  farming,  and  full-blooded  Short- 
horns are  profitably  raised  upon  the  homestead. 
Mr.  Brenner  remodeled  his  house  at  a  cost  of 
several  hundred  dollars,  and  in  1868  built  a 
commodious  barn  at  an  expense  of  11,400.  Our 
subject  has  planted  out  four  acres  in  a  new  orchard 
and  will  give  a  portion  of  his  time  to  fruit  culture. 
Financially  prospered,  he  has  purchased  several 
farms  and  given  them  to  his  sons.  At  present  he 
has  only  one  hundred  acres  in  the  homestead. 
The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brenner  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight  children,  four  of 
whom  yet  survive.  David  E.  married  Miss  Eva 
Smith  and  lives  with  his  wife  and  three  children 
in  Silver  Creek  Township,  Cass  County.  Anna  R. 
is  the  wife  of  Burton  J.  S[)arks  and  has  no 
children.  She  lives  in  Berrien  County.  William 
mariied  Miss  Delorah  Myers  and  is  the  father  of 
one  child.  Ida  E.,  w^ife  of  Edwin  Sparks,  has  two 
children  and  resides  in  Berrien  Townshi|).  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brenner  are  both  valued  members  of  the 
Grange.  He  has  held  all  the  VMrious  offices  with 
the  exception  of  Master,  and  is  at  present  Steward. 
She  has  also  held  office  and  is  Pomona.  Our 
subject  is  fraternally  connected  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  has  been  through 
all  the  chairs.  Mr.  Brenner  is  a  member  of  the 
School  Board   and  Moderator  of  District  11.     His 
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family  all  enjoyed  excellent  educational  advanta- 
ges. Politically,  our  subject  has  always  been  a 
Republican  and  has  held  with  ability  various 
offices  of  trust.  In  Pennsylvania  he  was  Assessor 
and  Collector,  and  did  militia  duty  in  the  Quaker 
State  a  part  of  the  time  during  the  Civil  War.  Mr. 
Brenner  has  been  Highway  Commissioner  of 
Berrien  Township  for  two  years  and  lias  served 
most  acceptably  as  delegate  to  conventions.  Aside 
from  his  .farming  duties,  our  subject  has  the  local 
agency  for  the  Buckeye  Machines  and,  possessing 
executive  business  ability  and  energy,  makes  this 
department  of  work  a  success.  During  his  resi- 
dence of  over  twenty-six  years  in  the  county  he 
has  been  largely  identified  with  the  progressive 
interests  of  the  township  and  is  numbered  among 
the  liberal-spirited  citizens  of  the  State. 


^ 


EMERY  F.  FERRY,  a  leading  agriculturist, 
cultivating  a  fine  farm  located  upon  sec- 
tion 15,  WeesawTownship,  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  is  pleasantly  located  four  miles  north  and 
one  mile  west  of  Galien,  and  is  widely  known  as 
a  public-spirited  and  patriotic  citizen,  who,  bravely 
serving  the  Government  in  its  hour  of  need,  con- 
tracted a  disease,  which  resulted  in  the  total  loss  of 
sight.  Born  in  Tioga  County,  Pa.,  May  22,  1833, 
our  subject  has,  witli  the  exception  of  his  absence 
during  the  Civil  War,  constantly  resided  in  his 
present  locality  since  1858.  The  father  and 
mother,  Charles  and  Phcebe  (Slate)  Ferry,  were 
well  known  in  the  Quaker  State,  where  they  made 
their  home  for  many  years.  Charles  Ferry  was 
born  in  Vermont  in  1807,  and  was  a  son  of  Eben- 
ezer  Ferry,  also  a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  but  of  direct  English  descent.  Grandfather 
Ferry  fought  with  courage  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  was  a  man  of  energ}^  and  sterling  character. 
Marrying  in  Vermont,  he  later  in  life  removed  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
a  lad  of  twelve  years  when,  with  the  paternal 
grandfather  and  grandmother,  he  settled  in  Tioga 


County.  The  veteran  of  the  War  of  1812  passed 
away  in  the  Quaker  State,  mourned  by  many 
friends  and  relatives. 

The  father  attained  to  adult  age  and  was  mar- 
ried in  Pennsylvania,  and  with  his  wife  and  fam- 
ily emigrated  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  in  1858. 
He  survived  many  years,  and  died  at  the  home  of 
our  subject  in  1891.  He  was  a  man  of  strong 
character  and  convictions,  and  was  in  religious 
belief  a  Universalist.  The  mother  preceded  her 
husband  to  the  better  land  in  1870.  She  was  born 
in  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  and  passed  away  in 
Berrien  County.  She  was  a  devout  Christian 
woman  and  a  member  of  the  Wesleyan  Church. 
Her  father,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, Thomas  Slate,  was  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State  and  served  bravely  as  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812.  The  maternal  grandmother.  Prudence 
(Fitzgerald)  Slate,  was  of  Irish  descent.  The  pat- 
ernal grandmother,  Sarah  (Taylor)  Ferry,  a  woman 
of  bright  intelligence,  survived  to  sixty-five 
years  of  age.  Mrs.  Phrebe  (Slate)  Ferry  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  live  are  now  living.  Our  sub- 
ject, the  eldest-born,  remained  in  his  Pennsylvania 
home  until  twenty-three  years  old.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  district 
and  attained  to  manhood  an  energetic  and  self-re- 
liant youth.  In  1855  he  was  united  in  marriage  in 
his  native  State  with  Miss  Samantha  Longwell,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  survived  her  marriage 
only  about  three  years,  passing  away  in  1858. 

In  1859,  Emery  F.  Ferry  a  second  time  entered 
into  marriage  relations,  wedding  Miss  Clara  Jack- 
son, who  died  in  1861.  In  1864  our  subject  mar- 
ried Miss  Martha  Hazen,  who  died  in  1870.  In 
1871  he  married  his  present  wife,  Mrs.  Alma 
(Thaxton)  Ferry,  who  is  the  mother  of  ten  chil- 
dren: John;  Ella,  wife  of  William  Flowers;  Alfred, 
Maude,  Charles  H.,  George,  Nora,  Mina,  Peter  and 
Olive.  August  23,  1863,  Mr.  Ferry  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army,  joining  Company  K,  Twenty-fifth 
Michigan  Infantry,  serving  gallantly  until  his  dis- 
charge, December  10,  1864.  Our  subject  actively 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Stone  River,  Chicka- 
mauga,  and  Knoxville,  and  was  with  Sherman  in 
his  famous  march  to  the  sea.     He  was  later  attacked 
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violently  with  measles,  which  settled  in  his  eyes, 
find  he  is  now  totally  blind,  having,  in  fact,  been  so 
ever  since  the  war.  After  his  arrival  in  Berrien 
County,  Mr.  Ferry  bought  forty  acres  of  timber- 
land,  and  now  has  in  his  homestead  one  hundred 
acres,  also  owning  an  eighty-acre  tract  elsewhere. 
An  important  factor  in  the  progressive  interests 
of  his  locality,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  Fra- 
ternally, he  is  a  member  of  Custer  Post  No.  208, 
G.  A.  11.,  at  Galien,  and  takes  great  pleasure 
in  the  ro-unions  and  reminiscences  of  his  former 
comrades  upon  the  field  of  war.  In  his  polit- 
ical views,  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Fremont.  Mr. 
Ferry  is  a  liberal-spirited  citizen,  a  friend  to 
educational  advancement,  and  without  being  es- 
pecially active  in  local  politics  takes  a  great  inter- 
est in  all  the  vital  questions  of  the  day.  His  home 
is  the  abode  of  hospitality,  and  he  numbers  among 
his  large  acquaintance  a  host  of  sincere  friends  and 
well-wishers. 


ii@^v@^;e 
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\|/^^  ENRY  STARKWEATHER.  Berrien  Coun- 
)V  ty  is  consi)icuous  for  its  magnificent  farms, 
that  are  faultless  in  the  wa^-  of  manage- 
ment and  the  order  in  which  they  are 
kept.  Those  in  Niles  Township  are  especially  ad- 
vantageously located,  the  land  being  rolling  and 
well  watered,  fertile  and  productive.  No  one  is 
tu  be  more  comi)limented  on  the  perfect  method 
and  order  with  which  his  agricultural  affairs  are 
conducted  than  he  whose  name  is  above.  He  is  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  section  6,  where  he  has 
a  fine  home,  the  house  being  commodious  and  at- 
tractive, and  the  outbuildings  substantial  and  ca- 
pacious. 

Mr.  Starkweather  claims  New  York  as  his  native 
State,  his  birth  occurring  in  Cayuga  County, 
twenty  miles  south  of  Oubourn,  September  18, 
1820.  He  is  a  son  of  Henry  S.  and  P^sther  (Hakes) 
Starkweather,  both  natives  of  Connecticut.  The 
grandfather,  Ephraim  Starkweather,  was  also  born 


in  the  Nutmeg  State,  and  there  followed  farming 
all  his  life.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  mar- 
ried in  their  native  State,  and  there  the  father 
tilled  the  soil  for  many  years,  or  until  his  removal 
to  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  After  settling  in  that 
State  he  continued  his  former  occupation  and 
there  died  when  fifty-five  years  of  age.  The  mother 
died  younger. 

Our  subject,  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth  of 
eleven  children  born  to  his  parents,  attjjined  his 
growth  in  his  native  place,  and  there  remained 
until  seventeen  years  of  age.  Deciding  to  make 
a  start  for  himself,  he  turned  his  face  toward  the 
setting  sun  and  reached  the  undeveloped  State  of 
Michigan  in  1836.  He  made  the  trip  with  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Isaac  Gritlln,  settled  in  Berrien 
County,  and  remained  with  him  until  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority.  During  this  time  he  worked 
on  the  farm  and  received  as  compensation  his 
board  and  clothes.  When  he  reached  his  twenty- 
first  birthday  Mr.  Griffin  gave  him  one  hundred 
acres  of  timber-land  in  Marshall  Count}^,  lnd.,and 
in  1840  he  returned  to  his  native  place.  Two 
years  later  he  returned  to  Niles,  Mich.,  and  again 
made  his  home  with  Mr.  Grilfin,  continuing  with 
him  two  3^ ears. 

In  1845  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Long,  a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
born  ]May  28,  1821,  and  the  daughter  of  William 
Long,  a  native  Virginian,  who  followed  merchan- 
dising in  that  State  for  many  years.  Her  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Aiken,  and  she  was 
born  in  Kentucky.  Mrs.  Starkweather  came  to 
Michigan  in  1836,  as  near  as  can  be  remembered, 
and  taught  school  in  this  State  and  m  Indiana  for 
several  years.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Stark- 
weather rented  a  farm  on  Burgis'  Prairie  and  cul- 
tivated the  soil  for  two  years.  Then,  as  he  had  a 
raw  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  in  Indiana  and 
Mrs.  Starkweather  had  one  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  in  the  same  State,  they  traded  these  for 
two  farms  in  Mason  Township,  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  and  located  on  one  of  them.  Three  years 
later  they  sold,  and  bought  another  farm  in  the 
same  township,  but  later  they  also  sold  this  and  re- 
sided at  Elkhart,  Ind.,  for  one  summer. 

The  year  that  Gen.  Grant  was  first  elected  Pres- 
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ident  they  removed  to  Berrien  County,  and  in 
1873  located  on  the  farm  where  they  reside  at  the 
present  time.  Their  house  and  contents  were  de- 
stroyed hy  fire  the  same  year.  Shortly  afterward 
Mr.  Starkweather  erected  one  of  the  finest  houses 
in  tlie  township,  and  now  has  one  hundred  and 
sixt3^  acres  of  very  productive  land,  thirty  acres 
being  in  timber.  Four  interesting  children  were 
born  of  their  marriage:  Ma}^  and  Edwin, deceased; 
Emma,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  years;  and 
Frank  J.,  who  is  now  in  the  hardware  business  at 
Niles.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Starkweatlier  isa 
Republican,  and  in   religion  was  reared  a  Quaker. 


W^ILLIAM  A.  RUNKLE,  a  prosperous  and 
extensive  agriculturist  of  Jefferson  Town- 
ship, Cass  County,  Mich.,  has  since  1880 
been  a  resident  of  his  finely-improved  homestead 
of  two  hundred  and  ten  acres,  located  on  section 
31.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Milton  Township, 
October  31,  1851,  and  is  the  son  of  Cool  P.  and 
Margaret  (Wilson)  Runkle.  Tlie  paternal  grand- 
father, Adam  Runkle,  was  of  German  descent  and 
settled  in  New  Jersey.  He  afterward  made  his 
home  in  Pennsylvania,  but  removed  thence  to  the 
near  locality  of  Morrisville,  N.  Y.,  where  lie  and 
his  excellent  wife  both  died.  Grandfather  Runkle 
was  a  farmer,  and  upon  his  homestead  reared  four 
sons  and  four  daughters.  The  sons  were  Cool  P., 
Henry,  John  and  Richard.  The  daughters  were 
Sarah,  Matilda,  Euphemia  and  Hannah.  The  fa- 
ther of  oiir  subject  was  born  in  New  York  in  1817. 
Leaving  his  native  State,  he  afterward  removed 
with  his  parents  to  the  Quaker  State,  but  with  his 
father  and  mother  once  again  settled  in  New 
York. 

In  the  winter  of  1844-45  the  father  journeyed  to 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  worked  by.  the  month  a 
few  years,  when  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
m  Milton  Township,  and  gradually  accumulated  a 
fine  property,  being  now  considered  one  of  the 
wealthiest  men  in  his  township.     He  is  an  enter- 


prising citizen,  and  is  politically  a  Democrat.  He 
has  been  thrice  married.  His  first  wife  was  the 
mother  of  one  child,  who  died  in  early  infancy. 
The  second  wife  bore  her  husband  five  children, 
four  of  whom  reached  maturity:  Margaret  Kingsley, 
William  A.,  Henry  S.,  and  Ida  S.,who  passed  away  in 
the  bloom  of  girlhood,  aged  sixteen.  The  second 
wife  died  in  1882.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  was  a  truly  excellent 
woman.  Born  in  Pennsylvania,  she  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  James  Wilson,  a  farmer  of  the  Quaker  State. 
Her  paternal  ancestors,  the  Wilsons,  were  of 
Scotch  origin.  Margaret  Haslett,  wife  of  James 
Wilson,  was  the  mother  of  three  daughters,  and 
one  son,  Samuel.  The  daughters  were  Sarah, 
Jane  and  Margaret.  The  maternal  grandfather  of 
Mr.  Runkle  died  in  Pennsylvania.  The  grandmo- 
ther, who  still  survives,  was  married  again,  be- 
coming Mrs.  Richard  Savidge.  By  her  second 
husband  she  bore  one  son,  William  T.  They  em- 
igrated from  Pennsylvania  to  Michigan  in  1841, 
and  made  the  long  journey  by  wagon.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  trained 
her  family  up  to  religious  observance. 

Reared  on  a  farm,  our  subject  early  became  self- 
supporting  and  from  thirteen  years  of  age  made 
his  own  way  in  the  world.  Being  the  eldest  of  the 
family,  he  was  obliged  to  assist  his  father  in  pay- 
ing off  debts  on  the  farm,  but  at  twenty-two  jears 
of  age  he  began  work  for  himself.  He  first  rented 
a  small  farm  of  eighty  acres  belonging  to  his  mo- 
ther, and  which  was  located  on  the  State  line  of 
Indiana.  In  the  spring  of  1880,  he  bought  the 
homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  where 
he  now  resides  upon  section  31,  and  has  since 
added  to  the  size  of  the  home  farm,  which  contains 
two  hundred  and  ten  acres.  Mr.  Runkle  also 
owns  a  half-interest  in  forty  acres  of  valuable 
land.  He  was  married  February  25,  1875,  to  Miss 
Jennie  M.  Baker,  born  in  Crawford  County,  Pa., 
the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  P]lizabeth  (Hartman) 
Baker.  Joseph  Baker,  a  native  of  Crawford 
County,  Pa.,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  re- 
moved from  his  early  home  to  Summit  County, 
Ohio,  and  later  located  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind. 
He  finally  settled  in  1867  in  Cass  County,  Mich., 
but  is  now  a  resident  of  Florida.     Mrs.  Baker  was  a 
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native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  daugliter  of  Jacob 
Ilartman,  who  with  his  wife  emigrated  from  Ger- 
many early  in  life.  Joseph  Baker  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican. His  father,  John  Baker,  was  a  lumber- 
man and  was  killed  in  a  sawmill  in  Ohio.  He 
left  three  sons  and  three  daughters  to  mourn  his 
loss.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Runkle  arc  prominent  in  the 
social  and  religious  life  of  their  home  neighbor- 
hood and  are  ever  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
in  all  matters  of  local  enterprise. 


~^] 


1-^+^^=- 


^^\  YRUS  TUTHILL,  Secretary  of  the  Farmers' 
(■(  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Dowa- 

^^^/  giac,  was  born  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y., 
March  12,  1827.  His  father,  Gideon  Tuthill,  was 
born  in  the  same  State  and  county,  on  the  12th  of 
September,  1791,  and  was  the  son  of  Benjamin 
Tuthill,  who  was  probabl}^  born  in  the  same  coun- 
ty. The  first  member  of  this  family  that  came  to 
America  was  John  Tuthill,  who  emigrated  from 
England  in  1620,  and  settled  on  Long  Island  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  His  descendants  are  now 
scattered  through  nine  of  the  States,  and  it  is  a  fact 
of  which  they  may  well  be  proud  that,  so  far  as 
known,  not  one  of  the  number  has  over  been  ar- 
rested on  a  criminal  charge. 

The  great-grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Na- 
thaniel and  Maroaret  Tuthill,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  January  17,  1730.  Grandfather  Tuthill 
was  born  June  6,  1761,  and  b}^  his  marriage  to 
Ruth  Knapp  became  the  father  of  nine  children, 
eight  of  whom  attained  manhood  and  womanhood, 
Gideon  being  the  eldest  of  the  number.  In  the 
honorable  pursuit  of  the  vocation  of  a  farmer, 
Benjamin  Tuthill  gained  prosperity  and  accumu- 
lated a  competency.  His  death  occurred  May  17, 
1829;  his  wife  survived  him  for  a  number  of 
years,  passing  away  on  the  24th  of  April,  1848. 

In  Orange  Count}^,  N.  Y.,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  Gideon  Tuthill  married  Margaret  Pad- 
dock, the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Paddock,  and  a 
great-aunt  of  Miss  Fiances  J.  Crosby  (the  blind 
poetess).     At  the  age  of  thirty-five,  Mr.  Tuthill 


removed  to  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
purchased  land  and  made  his  home  until  death 
terminated  his  useful  career,  on  the  22dof  Septem- 
ber, 1867.  His  wife  passed  away  April  13,  1868. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  as  follows:  David,  a  promi- 
nent.farmer  residing  in  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.; 
our  subject;  Mary,  Mrs.  Abram  Lane;  C.  D.,  who 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Minnesota;  and  John  P., 
a  capitalist  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  and  the  owner  of  the 
old  homestead  in  Tompkins  Count3^  The  de- 
ceased children  were:  Laura,  who  married  Isaac 
Banfield,  and  died  in  New  York  State;  George, 
who  died  in  New  York;  and  Ruth,  who  married 
William  Gardner,  and  died  in  the  Empire  State. 
Abram  Lane,  brother-in-law  of  our  subject,  was  a 
farmer  in  Tompkins  County,  and  during  the  late 
war  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Union.  Being 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Confederates,  he  was  placed 
in  Libby  Prison,  and  died  from  the  effects  of 
starvation  one  we^ek  after  his  return  from  the  war. 
His  widow  makes  her  home  in  Dowagiac. 

When  nine  years  of  age,  our  subject  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a  good  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  and  also  conduc- 
ting his  studies  in  Ithaca  Academy.  He  taught 
school  in  Orange,  Chemung  and  Tompkins  Coun- 
ties, receiving  for  his  first  term  $10  per  month, 
and  for  his  last  term  $24,  the  latter  amount  being 
then  considered  very  high  wages.  For  a  short 
time  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad 
Company,  and  later  engaged  in  merchandising  at 
Ilowells,  N.  Y.;  he  also  was  railroad  agent  for  two 
years  at  that  point.  In  1855  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  located  in  Dowagiac,  where  for  six  and  a- 
half  years  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business. 
From  that  he  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture, 
and,  purchasing  a  partly  improved  farm  in  Poka- 
gon  Township,  made  his  home  there  for  fourteen 
years,  and  conducted  general  farming  upon  its  one 
hundred  and  thirty  acres. 

Leaving  the  farm  in  1879,  Mr.  Tuthill  came  to 
Dowagiac  and  engaged  in  the  insurance  business 
here.  On  the  16th  of  November,  1852,  he  married 
Miss  Frances,  daughter  of  Josei)h  Beakes,  an  ex- 
tensive farmer  of  Orange  County,  N.  Y.    Mrs.  Tut- 
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bill  died  June  24,  1879,  leaving  tliree  clnldren: 
Annie  J.,  the  wife  of  John  Canright,  a  resident  of 
Saratoga,  Wyo;  Harry  B.,  a  successful  lawyer  of 
Michigan  City;  and  Victor  M.,  a  manufacturer  of 
mill  supplies  at  Grand  Rapids,  and  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Baldwin,  Tuthill  &  Bolten,  prominent  bus- 
iness men  of  that  city.  Politically,  Mr.  TuthiU 
was  a  Whig  until  1856,  and  since  then  has  been  a 
Republican.  At  the  present  time  he  is  President 
of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Dowagiac,  and  has 
served  as  Supervisor  for  a  number  of  years.  While 
residing  in  Pokagon  Township  he  was  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  two  years.  Socially,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is 
Past  Grand  of  the  lodge.  He  is  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  takes  great 
interest  in  religious  work. 

The  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company 
of  Cass  County  was  organized  May  8,  1863.  Mr. 
Tuthill  was  appointed  Secretary  in  March,  1876, 
and  has  held  that  position  evec  since.  The  terri- 
tory of  the  company  covers  Ben ien,  Cass  and  Van 
Buren  Counties,  and  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1892,  there  were  three  thousand  six  hundred  and 
fifty  members.  The  charter  of  the  company  ex- 
pired May  8,  1893,  at  which  time  a  new  company, 
called  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Dowagiac,  was  organized.  The  charter 
of  the  old  company  expired  by  constitutional  lim- 
itation, and  the  new  company  was  organized 
February  2,  1892,  and  a  charter  adopted.  At  a 
meeting  held  May  17,  1892,  officers  were  elected, 
and  our  subject  was  chosen  Secretary  of  the 
new  company.  There  are  now  about  thirty-one 
hundred  stockholders,  and  when  there  is  a  loss 
an  assessment  is  made  to  pay  the  damages.  The 
rates  do  not  exceed  one-half  of  the  regular  stan- 
dard companies,  thus  securing  cheap  and  safe  in- 
surance. The  fee  is  $2  for  membership,  and  ten 
cents  on  each  $100  invested. 

The  President  of  the  company  is  C.  II.  Kim- 
nierly,  a  resident  of  La  Grange  Township,  Cass 
County.  There  are  seven  Directors,  including  the 
President  and  Secretary.  The  others  are  as  fol- 
lows: John  W.Bedford,  of  Berrien  County;  Eras- 
tus  Osborn,  of  Van  Buren  County;  M.  J.  Gard,  of 
Volinia  Township,  Cass  County;  William  E.  Bogue, 


of  Penn  Township,  Cass  County;  and  T.  T.  Hig- 
gins,  of  Jefferson  Township,  Cass  County.  The 
company  is  chartered  by  the  State,  and  is  upon  a 
solid  financial  basis.  An  annual  statement  is  is- 
sued and  published  for  two  consecutive  weeks  in 
the  county  papers  during  the  month   of  January. 


♦=^^^^ 


J,' AMES  F.  DUNBAR.  Few  families  in  Penn 
I  Township  have  a  higher  standing  for  char- 
acter, ability  and  enterprise  than  the  one 
represented  by  the  name  at  the  head  of  this 
paragraph,  and  in  its  various  members  it  is  emi- 
nently worthy  of  the  respect  which  is  universally 
conceded  to  it.  The  county  has  been  fortunate  in 
being  developed  by  such  men,  who  were  not 
only  ambitious,  but  broad-minded  and  far-seeing. 
Many  portions  of  this  county  are  as  attractive  as 
though  laid  out  by  a  landscape  gardener,  and  in 
any  part  of  it  there  is  no  more  diversity  of  scen- 
ery than  in  Penn  Township. 

James  F.  Dunbar  was  born  in  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  July  28,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Archibald 
and  Elizabeth  (Frame)  Dunbar.  The  father  was 
born  in  Ohio  about  1819,  and  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation. He  left  his  native  State  at  an  early  day 
and  made  his  way  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  where 
he  tilled  the  soil  successfully  for  many  years. 
There  his  death  occurred  about  1872.  His  wife 
was  born  in  Ohio,  and  died  at  South  Bend,  Ind., 
about  1877.  Grandfather  Dunbar  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  and  during  his  entire  career  was  en- 
gaged in  cultivating  the  soil  in  that  State.  His 
death  occurred  in  Berrien  County,  where  he  was 
well  and  favorably  known. 

The  original  of  this  notice  grew  to  mature  years 
in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  received  his  scholas- 
tic advantages  in  the  common  schools,  never  at- 
tending after  his  father's  death.  The  latter  was 
twice  married — first  to  a  Miss  Myler  in  Berrien 
County,  and  one  child,  who  died  young,  was  the 
result  of  this  union.  The  father  ran  a  meat-market 
and  grocery  in  Buchanan  for  about  five  years.    In 
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the  year  1879  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Min- 
nie R.  Boyle,  whose  birthplace  is  Berrien  County, 
Mich.  Her  parents,  Godlip  and  Mary  Boyle,  were 
early  settlers  of  that  cOunt3%  and  both  natives  of 
Germany. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  one  child,  Hattie  May,  who  is  a  bright, 
intelligent  little  girl.  Farming  has  been  our  sub- 
ject's chosen  calling  through  life,  and  the  earnest 
manner  in  which  he  has  taken  hold  of  all  advanced 
ideas  and  principles  has  had  much  to  do  with  the 
success  he  has  made  of  this  calling.  He  has  two 
good  farms — one  of  forty  acres,  five  and  a-half 
miles  northeast  of  the  county  seat;  and  the  other 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres  six  and  a-half  miles 
northeast,  on  section  9^ 

In  his  religious  views,  Mr.  Dunbar  is  a  Quaker, 
and  his  wife  holds  membership  in  the  same  church. 
They  take  a  deep  interest  in  their  church  and  its 
progress,  but  are  also  interested  in  all  other  worthy 
enterprises  and  contribute  freely  of  their  means  to 
their  support.  Both  are  highly  esteemed  and  have 
many  warm  friends.  Mr.  Dunbar  is  a  member  of 
the  Farmers'  Alliance. 


jft-^ENRY  FIRST.  Of  that  sturdy  and  inde- 
Ij  pendent  class,  the  farmers  of  Michigan, 
none  are  possessed  of  more  genuine  merit 
and  a  stronger  character  than  he  whose 
name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  has 
risen  to  more  than  an  ordinary  degree  of  success 
in  his  calling  as  an  agriculturist,  and  wherever 
known  he  is  conceded  to  be  an  energetic  and  pro- 
gressive tiller  of  the  soil,  imbued  with  all  those 
qualities  of  go-ahead-ativeness  which  have  char- 
acterized his  ancestors. 

Our  subject's  birth  occurred  in  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  in  1859,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Fred  and 
Louisa  (Kukelhan)  First.  The  grandparents  of 
our  subject,  Fred  and  Angeline  First,  were  natives 
of  Germany,  where  they  were  reared  and  married. 
At  an  early  date  they  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  located  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  where 


they  became  the  owners  of  large  tracts  of  land, 
seven  or  eight  hundred  acres.  The  grandfather 
was  a  man  of  means  when  he  came  to  this  country, 
and  he  lost  nothing  by  setting  his  feet  on  Amer- 
ican soil.  He  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer 
principally,  and  all  his  operations  were  attended 
with  success.  His  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  four  children,  who  are  in  the  order  of  their 
births  as  follows:  Fred,  the  father  of  our  subject; 
Henrietta,  Mrs.  Fred  Kukelhan;  Angeline, wife  of 
William  Krohne;  and  Sophia,  the  wife  of  Henry 
Horseman.  Mr.  First  was  a  Lutheran  in  his  re- 
ligious views,  and,  in  politics,  was  a  Republican. 
All  his  children  were  natives  of  the  Old  Country, 
and  came  with  him  on  the  voyage  across  the 
ocean. 

When  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  Fred  First, 
Jr.,  started  out  for  himself  and  began  working  by 
the  month  on  a  farm.  After  working  several  years 
he  married  Miss  Louisa  Kukelhan,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  shortly  afterward  bought  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Berrien  County,  where 
he  has  since  lived.  He  has  added  from  time  to 
time  to  the  original  tract  of  land  until  he  now 
has  about  nine  hundred  acres,  part  in  Berrien  and 
the  remainder  in  Cass  County.  Although  he  be- 
gan at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  he  worked  steadily 
away,  and  has  now  almost  reached  the  topmost 
round.  His  chief  occupation  has  been  farming, 
and  in  that  he  excels.  The  fruits  of  his  union 
were  nine  children,  three  of  whom  died  young, 
the  others  being  Sophia,  who  married  Herman 
Grabemyre;  Henry,  our  subject;  Lizzie,  who  mar- 
ried Fred  Filling;  Lewis;  Frank;  and  Emma,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Fritz  Woolf,  but  is  now  de- 
ceased. 

Our  subject  with  his  parents  holds  membership 
in  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  all  are  highly  re- 
spected as  worthy  and  exemplary  members.  The 
father  was  an  ardent  Republican  in  his  political 
views.  Henry  First  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  his  marriage,  and  received  a  good  prac- 
tical education  in  the  common  schools.  When 
twenty-three  years  of  age  he  married  Miss  Anna 
Varnau,  daughter  of  Fred  and  Caroline  Varnau. 
Four  children  were  the  result  of  this  marriage,  and 
are  named  as  follows:  Freddie,  Eddie,  Clara  and 
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May.  Like  his  father,  oiir  subject  is  a  strong  sup- 
porter of  Republican  principles,  and  has  been 
Township  Clerk  two  years.  At  the  time  of  his 
marriage  his  father  gave  him  one  liundred  and 
forty  acres,  on  which  he  is  now  living,  and  on 
which  he  has  made  many  great  improvements. 


>^.  LONZO   VINCENT,    proprietor    of  Hotel 
LUI    Benton,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Clay- 


ton, Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  January  16, 
1844.  His  parents,  Albert  and  Harriet 
(Slater)  Vincent,  were  natives  of  New  York,  who 
came  to  Michigan  in  1845,  locating  in  Marshall, 
and  thence,  three  years  afterwards,  removed  to 
Berrien  County.  They  settled  on  a  farm,  where 
the  father  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for 
some  time,  and  later  came  to  Benton  Harbor,  where 
he  died  in  1885.  His  widow  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  in  this  city. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  five  children, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  Alonzo  being  the  eld- 
est in  order  of  birth.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Berrien  County,  where  he  gained  his  education  in 
the  common  schools.  In  1861,  when  a  youth  of 
seventeen,  he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Union, 
becoming  a  member  of  Company  D,  Sixty-sixth 
Illinois  Volunteers,  the  Western  Sharpshooters, 
and  participated  in  a  number  of  the  hardest 
fought  battles  of  the  war,  including  the  engage- 
ments at  Ft.  Donelson,  Shiloh,  luka,  the  siege 
of  Corinth,  and  later  the  battle  of  Corinth  and 
numerous  other  engagements.  Later  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Fifteenth  Arm}^  Corps,  Gen. 
Logan  commanding,  and  served  with  fidelity  and 
valor  until  the  close  of  the  war.  The  regiment 
partici[)ated  in  the  march  to  the  sea  with  Sherman 
and  went  thence  through  the  Carolinas and  Virginia 
to  Washington,  where  they  took  part  in  the  Grand 
Review.  Our  subject  was  mustered  out  at  Spring- 
field, 111.,  in  July  of  1865. 

Returning  to  Berrien  County,  Mr.  Vincent  em- 
barked in  the  hotel  business  at  Coloma,  but  soon 
afterwards  came  to  Benton  Harbor,  and  assumed 


the  management  of  the  American  House.  In  July, 
1890,  he  became  proprietor  of  Hotel  Benton,  the 
finest  and  most  successful  hotel  in  Benton  Harbor, 
and  one  of  the  best  in  southwestern  Michigan. 
The  house  contains  sixty -seven  rooms  for  the 
accommodation  of  his  guests,  and  is  conducted  in 
first-class  style.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vincent  carefully 
supervise  all  the  departments  of  the  business  .for 
the  purpose  of  pleasing  their  guests,  and  the  table 
service  is  unexcelled.  The  superior  character  of 
the  accommodations  afforded  have  secured  for  the 
house  the  favor  of  the  citizens  of  Benton  Har- 
bor and  the  traveling  public. 

In  1866,  Mr.  Vincent  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Elmira  E.,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lucy 
(Young)  Enos,  of  Bainbridge  Township,  Berrien 
County.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Maude  E.,  an  accomplished  and  refined  young  lady, 
and  Gertrude  Marie,  a  bright  and  winning  child. 
In  his  political  preference  Mr.  Vincent  gives  his 
support  to  the  Republican  party  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  the  issues  of  the  day.  Socialljs 
he  is  identified  with  Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  298,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  also  a  prominent  member  of 
George  II.  Thomas  Post  No.  14,  G.  A.  R. 


YLVANUSB.  GLINES.  Prominent  among 
Mason  Township's  wealthy  and  infiuen- 
tial  citizens  stands  S.  B.  Glines,  who 
is  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  in  Orleans 
County,  Derby  Township,  near  the  Canada  line, 
March  20,  1823.  He  was  the  third  in  order  of 
birth  of  eleven  children,  and  the  eldest  of  six  sons 
born  to  Asa  and  Roxanna  (Sinclair)  Glines,  both 
natives  of  Vermont. 

An  old  Vermont  family,  theGlinesesare  of  Eng- 
lish descent,  and  trace  their  ancestors  back  to  the 
landing  of  the  Pilgrims.  Asa's  father  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812,  under  Perry,  and  was  sta- 
tioned on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  for  many  years  an  ho- 
tel-keeper near  the  Derby  line,  on  the  Vermont  side, 
and  was  a  shrewd,  hard-working  Vermont  Yankee 
who  knew  how  his  money  came,  and  how  to  take 
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care  of  it.  About  1841  Asa  Glines  turned  his  face 
towards  the  setting  sun  and  selected  a  home  near 
Painesville,  Lake  County,  Ohio,  about  thiity  miles 
from  Cleveland,  and  then  sent  back  for  his  family. 

The  original  of  this  notice  being  the  eldest  son, 
all  the  resi)onsibility  of  bringing  the  family 
through  rested  on  his  shoulders.  Although  but 
eighteen  years  of  age,  he  displayed  an  unusual 
amount  of  good  judgment  and  ability  in  the  man- 
agement of  this  responsibility.  He  went  b}'  way 
of  Lake  Champlain  and  the  Canal,  and  reached 
the  Buckeye  State  without  an  accident.  The  good 
sound  sense  and  excellent  business  tact  displayed 
at  that  time  have  marked  his  career  through  life, 
and  have  made  him  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 
his  section.  The  father  of  our  subject  died  in 
Lake  County,  Ohio,  about  1860. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Joseph 
Sinclair,  was  also  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  a  car- 
penter and  joiner  by  trade.  He  came  West  to  Ohio 
at  an  early  date  and  died  at  Painesville.  Of  his 
six  children  all  were  sons  but  Mrs.  Glines,  and 
were  named  as  follows:  Joseph,  John,  Greenleaf, 
Milton  and  Aaron.  All  came  West  to  Ohio  and 
were  iairly  well  educated,  a  number  of  them  teach- 
ing school.  One  or  two  kept  hotel,  but  the  re- 
mainder were  farmers,  and  all  became  wealth}^  men. 
Their  last  days  were  passed  in  Ohio. 

Of  the  brothers  and  sisters  born  to  our  subject, 
J^aura,  who  was  a  teacher  in  her  early  life,  married 
and  died  in  Vermont.  Lucinda,  also  a  teacher, 
came  West  and  married  John  Kelsey.  After  his 
death  she  moved  to  Elkhart,  Ind.,  and  is  now  re- 
siding with  a  daughter.  Alexander  died  in  Ohio 
of  fever  and  ague  when  sixteen  years  of  age.  Car- 
los was  a  merchant  near  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  re- 
mained single  all  his  life.  He  was  at  one  time 
Postmaster  in  Wisconsin,  accumulated  a  comfort- 
able competency,  and  died  there  in  1892.  Homer 
came  to  Michigan  and  resided  in  that  State  until 
his  death  in  Cass  County,  in  1892.  He  was  a  single 
man.  George,  a  teacher  in  early  life,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Civil  War  and  thus  lost  his  health..  For 
ten  years  before  his  death  he  was  Superintendent 
of  the  poor  farm  in  Summit  County,  Ohio,  and  re- 
ceived a  good  salary  for  his  services.  Charles  was 
educated  at  Hillsdale,  and  followed  the  occupation 


of  a  teacher  for  some  time.  When  but  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  went  to  Oberlin  to  enter  college, 
but  instead  enlisted  in  the  army  as  a  sharp-shooter, 
and  died  at  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.  Frank  went 
South  during  the  war  and  was  among  the  missing, 
for  nothing  was  ever  heard  of  him  again. 

The  youthful  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in 
securing  a  good  education  and  in  assisting  his 
father  with  the  farm  work,  and  in  the  hotel.  Later 
he  taught  school,  and  then,  in  1841,  brought  the 
family  to  Ohio.  Until  twenty-one  years  of  age  he 
remained  under  the  parental  roof,  and  then  started 
for  himself  by  working  out  during  the  summer 
months.  For  this  he  received  the  sum  of  $12  per 
month.  Jn  the  winter  time  he  attended  school, 
and  thus  laid  the  foundation  for  his  subsequent 
prosperous  career.  In  1849  he  married  Miss  Mary 
Nye,  of  Painesville,  Ohio.  Her  father  was  a  prom- 
inent and  wealthy  farmer,  who  gave  his  children 
good  educational  advantages.  Mrs.  Glines  had 
been  a  teacher,  and  her  seven  brothers  had  all  been 
teachers  at  some  time  or  other  of  their  lives.  One 
brother,  Silas  H.  Nye,  was  a  prominent  plow  man- 
ufacturer at  Union  Cit}^,  Mich.,  and  made  a  for- 
tune, but  reverses  came  and  he  lost  all. 

In  1850  our  subject  came  to  Michigan,  bought 
thirty  acres  in  Mason  Township,  and  engaged  in 
the  nursery  business,  having  learned  grafting  in 
Ohio.  This  he  followed  successfully  for  eleven 
years,  and  then  became  a  large  trader  in  horses, 
cattle  and  sheep.  He  bought  and  sold  land,  and 
everything  he  touched  seemed  to  turn  into  money. 
For  the  past  few  years  he  has  done  but  little  or  no 
work,  except  to  look  after  his  various  interests, 
and  for  years  he  has  been  a  large  loanerof  money. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  but  did  not  serve,  and  he  has 
been  a  Director  in  the  schools  for  eighteen  years. 
He  has  also  served  as  Town  Clerk,  and  was  on  the 
School  Examining  Board  of  the  county.  He  made 
the  race  for  Supervisor  against  Henry  Thompson, 
one  of  the  most  popular  men  of  the  township, and 
the  vote  was  a  tie.  They  cast  lots  and  he  lost  it. 
Mr.  Glines  has  been  administrator  for  several  es- 
tates and  is  a  man  well  liked  b}^  all.  His  wife,  who 
for  many  years  had  been  an  invalid,  died  March 
26, 1888,     Their  children  were  Mary  and  George, 
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The  eldest  was  well  educated  in  music  and  married 
M.  J.  Nutting,  a  prominent  and  wealthy  stock- 
man of  Porter  Township,  and  George  married 
Miss  Cora  Pendle,  daughter  of  Colins  Pendle,  of 
Chicago,  and  they  have  three  children:  Ethel  May, 
Glen  Bates  and  Russell.  One  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
George  Glines'  brother,  Theodore,  is  a  banker  in 
Chicao^o. 


B.  WETIiP]RBEE,  a  prosperous   agricult- 

(^744     urist  and  extensive  stock-raiser  of  New- 

Ifi    burg  Township,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and 

for  over  a  half-century  a  constant  resi- 
dent of  the  State,  has  been  since  1854  closely 
identified  with  the  growth  and  progress  of  his 
present  locality.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1824.  Mis  parents,  William  and 
Laura  (Doubleday)  Wetherbee,  were  natives  of 
New  England,  reared  and  educated  in  their  early 
homes.  The  father  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  the 
mother  in  Connecticut.  After  some  years  in  the 
Empire  State,  William  Wetherbee  determined  to 
emigrate  to  the  farther  West,  and  with  his  wife  and 
family  journeyed  to  Michigan,  and  settled  in  St. 
Joseph  County.  Our  subject  was  a  lad  nine  years 
of  age  when  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  their 
new  home.  His  youthful  days  were  spent  upon 
his  father's  farm,  and  he  gained  an  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  Having  at- 
tained to  self-reliant  manhood,  Mr.  Wetherbee  be- 
gan life  for  himself,  and  married  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  where  he  later  buried  his  wife. 

After  he  located  in  Cass  County,  Mr.  Wetherbee 
a  second  time  entered  the  bonds  of  matrimony, 
and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Miranda 
Stannard.  Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife 
immediately  settled  upon  the  homestead,  which  is 
now  increased  to  a  farm  of  five  hundred  acres,  and 
is  one  of  the  highly  improved  and  most  valuable 
farms  in  this  section  of  the  State.  The  pleasant 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wetherbee  has  been  cheered 
by  the  presence  of  children,  two  sons,  Edgar  and 
Charles.     Edgar  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a  course  of 


instruction  in  Valparaiso,  Ind.  He  afterwards 
attended  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing,  Mich. 
Charles  is  now  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  State 
University  at  Ann  Arbor.  Both  of  the  sons  are 
promising  young  men,  and  are  fitting  themselves 
to  worthily  perform  their  work  in  life.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a  self-made  man,  and  in  every  sense  of  the 
word  a  representative  American  citizen.  Unas- 
suming and  unostentatious,  he  has  with  energy  and 
resolution  devoted  himself  to  his  daily  business 
and  with  excellent  judgment  has  given  to  his  sons 
that  most  valuable  of  capitals,  a  thorough  educa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Wetherbee  is  well  known  as  a  friend  to 
advancement  and  progressive  industries.  He  has 
ever  taken  a  deep  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining 
to  local  enterprise  and  improvements.  A  thor- 
oughly practical  general  farmer  and  experienced 
stock-raiser,  he  has  in  his  chosen  avocation  achieved 
more  than  ordinary  success.  Although  closely 
occupied  with  the  many  cares  of  agricultural  life, 
our  subject  is  widely  known  and  is  universally  re- 
spected. 


-:=®^- 


M>^^<^ 


-A-m. 


Jf|()HN  C.  SCHWENK,  an  extensive  general 
ll  agriculturist  prosperously  handling  a  high 
II  grade  of  stock  and  industriously  tilling  the 
^^^^'  soil  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  fertile  acres, 
four  miles  southeast  of  New  Buffalo,  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  is  a  citizen  of  executive  ability  and 
has  with  great  acceptability  held  the  most  import- 
ant official  positions  in  the  township.  Numbered 
among  the  leading  agriculturists,  Mr.  Schwenk 
has  been  identified  with  the  growth  and  history  of 
his  i)resent  locality  from  his  youth.  Born  August 
19,  1849,  about  six  miles  from  Buffalo,  Erie 
Count3%  N.  Y.,  our  subject  was  the  son  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Reuss)  Schwenk,  both  parents  be- 
ing of  German  birth  and  parentage.  It  was  in 
1848  that  the  father  and  mother  crossed  the  ocean 
to  America.  Landing  in  New  Orleans,  they  re- 
mained there  for  a  time,  but  during  the  terrible 
epidemic  of  cholera  left  the  South  and  made  their 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


411 


liome  in  New  York.  They  lived  in  the  Empire 
State  upon  a  farm  until,  removing  to  the  West, 
they  settled  in  Michigan  and  located  permanently 
in  New  Buffalo  Township,  Berrien  County.  The 
father  had  in  his  native  country  combined  the 
trades  of  a  cooper  and  brewer. 

Soon  after  their  arrival  in  Berrien  County  the 
father  and  two  brothers  purchased  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land,  heavily  timbered.  This  land, 
cleared  and  cultivated,  is  now  laid  out  into  fine 
farms.  The  land  was  all  improved  by  the  Scliwenk 
family,  who  were  energetic  and  industrious.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Henry  Schwenk,  died  in  his 
native  land.  The  father  of  our  subject  survived 
about  twelve  years  after  he  made  his  home  in  the 
township,  and  passed  away  in  1869.  His  excellent 
wife,  now  a  resident  of  New  Buffalo,  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five 
daughters.  During  the  cold  winter  of  1864  the 
family  were  violently  attacked  with  scarlet  fever, 
and  three  sons  and  two  daughters  succumbed  to 
the  terrible  disease.  The  devoted  mother,  caring 
tenderly  for  her  children,  experienced  many  trials 
and  sufferings  in  those  days.  She  is  now  sixty- 
five  years  of  age  and  is  not  far  separated  from  the 
remaining  members  of  her  family.  John  C.  was 
the  eldest  of  the  ten  children,  and,  educated  mostly 
in  Berrien  County,  received  only  six  months  of 
schooling  all  told.  As  soon  as  old  enough  he  was 
obliged  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  daily  work 
of  life.  Ambitious  to  improve  his  stock  of  knowl- 
edge, Mr.  Schwenk  took  private  instruction  from 
the  book-keeper  of  his  father,  and  by  close  and  in- 
telligent observation  and  reading  has  gained  a 
varied  store  of  practical  information. 

Our  subject  was  married  January  21,  1871,  to 
Miss  Barbara  Gropp,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Frederick  and  Barbara  (Ycnney)  Gropp. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Schwenk  were  early  settlers  of 
La  Porte  County,  Ind.  Mrs.  Gropp  died  in  New 
Buffalo  Township  April  10,  1893.  Our  subject 
and  his  estimable  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  sons, 
Charles  F.  and  John  R.  The  family  are  attend- 
ants of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  of  which 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schwenk  and  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject have  been  active  and  influential  members. 
Politically,  Mr.  Schwenk  is  a  prominent  Democrat 


and  has  for  years  almost  continuously  held  office. 
He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Greeley,  and 
later  served  with  eflBciency  two  terms  as  Highway 
Commissioner.  He  was  Township  Treasurer  one 
term,  and  in  1889  elected  Supervisor,  has  held  that 
important  office  ever  since,  and  now.  with  faithful 
ability,  is  discharging  the  duties  of  his  fifth  term. 
Especially  interested  in  all  matters  concerning 
educational  advancement  and  extension  he  has  for 
twenty-one  years  as  School  Director  aided  materi- 
ally in  bringing  the  schools  of  the  district  up  to 
their  present  high  standard  of  scholarship  and  in- 
struction. Fraternally,  our  subject  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  and  car- 
ries $2,000  insurance  in  the  order.  As  a  leading 
factor  in  New  Buffalo  Township  improvements  and 
as  a  sincere  and  earnest  man,  conscientious  in  his 
work  of  life,  Mr.  Schwenk  is  api)reciated  by  all 
who  know  him,  and  he  possesses  the  high  confidence 
and  esteem  of  his  fellow-townsmen. 


^\\  IP  ^^'  ^'^^LKER.  No  more  highly  respected 
\/\l//  and  esteemed  citizen  lives  in  Cass  County 
^^^xy  than  the  one  of  whom  we  write,  who  has 
been  a  successful  agriculturist  here  for  many  years, 
and  throughout  all  that  time  has  so  conducted 
himself  as  to  earn  the  just  admiration  and  regard 
of  his  neighbors  and  associates.  He  was  born  in 
Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  November  28,  1849,  and 
is  a  son  of  Jesse  P.  Walker,  and  grandson  of  Rob- 
ert Walker.  The  latter  was  an  early  settler  of 
Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  and  there  passed  his  last 
days.  Jesse  P.  Walker  was  born  at  Beaver  Falls, 
Pa.,  and  remained  there  until  ten  years  of  age, 
when  he  went  with  his  parents  to  Trumbull  County, 
Ohio.  He  was  one  of  ten  children.  After  reach- 
ing manhood  he  was  married  in  Trumbull  Count}- 
to  Miss  Orlina  Benedict,  daughter  of  William  Ben 
edict,  who  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Trumbull  County.  He  served 
through  the  War  of  1812. 

After  marriage  Jesse  Walker  loc«^ ted  in  Trumbull 
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County  and  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
until  1867,  wlicn  he  moved  to  Cass  County,  Mich., 
engaged  in  farming,  and  was  thus  busily  employed 
for  twenty-three  years.  From  there  he  moved  to 
Marcellus,  and  died  in  that  town  on  the  20th  of 
January,  1890.  He  was  a  good  man,  and  for  many 
years  was  identified  with  the  history  of  the  best 
movements  of  Cass  County.  Of  the  six  children 
born  to  his  marriage,  three  reached  mature  years. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  died  on  the  20th  of  No- 
vember, 1885,  and  Mr.  Walker's  second  marriage 
was  with  Mrs.  Louisa  Bogart,  who  bore  him  one 
child,  Jesse.  Mr.  Walker  was  Highway  Commis- 
sioner in  Newburg  Township,  this  county,  and  in 
politics  was  a  Republican.  He  held  membership 
with  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  was 
Class-leader  in  the  same  for  years.  He  met  with 
good  success  in  his  chosen  occupation,  and  was  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  on 
which  were  substantial  buildings,  barns,  etc. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  attained  his  growth 
and  secured  a  fair  education  in  the  Buckeye  State, 
attending  the  subscription  schools  of  the  same  un- 
til seventeen  years  of  age.  He  then  came  to  Mich- 
igan with  his  parents,  and  on  the  24th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1871,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  Rudd, 
daughter  of  B.  Rudd,  who  was  a  farmer  and  car- 
penter of  Newburg  Township,  this  county.  Her 
father  was  a  native  Vermonter  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan about  1840,  settling  in  La  Grange  Township, 
Cass  County.  After  marriage  Mr.  Walker  settled 
in  Newburg  Township,  on  section  4,  improved  a 
good  farm,  and  there  resided  for  twenty  years, 
when  he  moved  to  Marcellus.  This  was  in  1872, 
and  he  has  been  a  resident  of  this  town  since.  He 
has  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres  on  section  4, 
and  it  IS  all  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He  is 
a  general  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and  aims  tokeej) 
the  best  kind  of  stock  on  his  farm.  His  buildings 
are  all  in  good  condition  and  are  an  ornament  to 
the  place,  and  his  fences  are  kept  in  good  repair. 

Mr.  Walker  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
Newburg  Township  for  three  successive  terms,  and 
has  also  been  Highway  Commissioner  of  his  town- 
ship. In  his  religious  views  he  is  a  Methodist, 
and  he  was  Class-leader  for  a  number  of  years.  The 
four   children    born  to  his  union  were  as  follows; 


Viola,  Earlie,  Birdie  and  William  P^dward,  all  at 
home.  Barker  Rudd,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Walker, 
served  all  through  the  Rebellion  and  was  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River. 
This  severe  wound  was  partly  the  cause  of  his 
death  in  1880. 


-^^1 


OBERT  A.  WALTON.  Mr.  Walton  is  a 
({  man  whom  nature  seems  to  have  especi- 
ally designed  to  be  a  farmer,  for  owing 
i^  to  his  desire  to  keep  out  of  the  beaten 
path  and  to  his  adoption  of  new  and  improved 
methods,  together  with  industry  and  good  judg- 
ment, he  has  met  with  more  than  the  average 
degree  of  success  in  pursuing  his  calling.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
acres  on  sections  9  and  16,  Niles  Township,  and 
although  the  most  of  it  was  improved  when  he 
settled  on  it,  it  is  now  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation 
and  is  one  of  the  finest  places  in  the  township. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Sussex  County,  Del., 
near  Milford,  November  11,  1832,  and  his  father, 
Joseph  Walton,  was  also  a  native  of  that  State. 
The  latter  was  married  in  his  native  State  to  Miss 
Eliza  A.  Houston,  of  Delaware,  and  farming  was  his 
principal  occupation  in  life.  Mrs.  Walton's  fa- 
ther, Clemont  Houston,  was  a  product  of  Delaware 
soil  also,  and  in  that  State  spent  his  entire  life. 
After  marriage  the  parents  of  our  subject  farmed 
for  a.  number  of  years  in  their  native  State,  but  in 
March,  1836,  removed  te  Michigan,  locating  in 
Howard  Township,  Cass  County,  on  a  farm.  About 
three  years  afterward  the  father  was  killed  by  a 
falling  tree.  His  wife  followed  him  to  the  grave 
when  about  eighty-three  years  of  age.  They  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  five  sons  and  four 
daughters,  six  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Of  the  above-mentioned  children,  our  subject 
was  the  seventh  child  and  fourth  son.  He  was 
about  four  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence all  his  recollections  are  of  this  State.  His 
time  was  divided  in  youth  between  assisting  to  clear 
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the  farm  and  in  attending  the  district  school,  and 
he  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  about 
seventeen  years  of  age.  When  starting  out  for 
himself  he  worked  by  the  month  on  a  farm,  and 
then  spent  one  year  in  acarding-mill.  The  break- 
ing out  of  the  Civil  War  filled  him  with  patriot- 
ism, and  in  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Twelfth 
Michigan  Infantry.  Four  years  of  his  life  were 
passed  in  tigiiting  for  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  and  he 
participated  in  man^Miard-fought  battles.  He  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Sergeant,  took  an  active 
part  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  and  was  wounded  at 
Clarendon,  Ark.,  a  piece  of  shell  striking  his  shoul- 
der. In  March,  1866,  he  received  his  discharge  at 
Jackson,  Mich.,  after  which  he  returned  to  Cass 
County  and  engaged  in  farming. 

In  October,  1866,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Melvina  Kibble,  a  native  of  lierrien  Count}^ 
Mich  ,  of  which  State  her  parents  were  early  set- 
tlers, locating  in  the  same  about  1828.  In  the 
s[)ring  of  1867  Mr.  Walton  bought  his  present 
farm.  This  was  then  in  an  undeveloped  state,  only 
a  log  house  on  the  place,  but  the  young  couple  went 
actively  to  work  to  cultivate  and  improve  it.  By 
their  marriage  were  born  six  sons:  Byron  A.,  a  grad- 
uate of  South  Bend  Business  College,  who  is  now 
a  stenographer  and  type-writer  in  that  city;  Jay  E., 
who  is  at  home;  Herbert,  Roy,  Dwight  and  Arthur. 
All  the  children  were  born  on  the  farm  where  our 
subject  now  lives.  Formerly  a  Republican  in  his 
political  views,  Mr.  Walton  is  now  a  Prohibition- 
ist, lie  is  a  member  of  Frank  Graves  Post  No.  164, 
G.  A.  R.,  at  Niles,  and  is  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Niles,  being 
a  Steward  and  Trustee  in  the  same. 


W  EWIS  SUTHERLAND,  a  prosperous  general 
I  (®  farmer  and  substantial  citizen  of  Berrien 
jt^^  County,  Mich.,  has  been  a  constant  resident 
of  Benton  Township  for  more  than  two-score 
years.  A  native  of  New  York,  he  was  born  in 
Broome  County  in   1831,     The  P^mpire  State   was 

•20 


also  the  birthplace  and  long-time  home  of  his 
parents,  Lot  and  Lydia  (Bliss)  Sutherland.  The 
paternal  great-grandfather  emigrated  from  Scot- 
land to  the  United  States  in  an  early  day.  Our 
subject  was  one  of  the  eight  sons  and  daughters 
who  blessed  the  home  of  his  parents.  A  little 
boy  five  years  of  age,  he  accompanied  his  father 
and  mother  to  Michigan  in  1836,  and  with  them 
settled  in  Kalamazoo,  which  was  then  unnamed, 
having  only  a  land-office.  After  four  years  the 
family  located  in  Berrien  County,  making  their 
home  in  Bainbridge  Township,  where  Lewis  at- 
tained to  mature  years. 

Mr.  Sutherland  received  a  good  common-school 
education  in  the  district  of  his  home,  and  with 
diligence  improved  every  opportunity  for  educa- 
tional advancement.  Trained  by  his  parents  into 
habits  of  thrifty  industry,  he  arrived  at  manhood 
energetic  and  enterprising.  In  1853,  he  began 
life  for  himself,  and,  coming  to  Benton  Township, 
received  immediate  employment  in  the  service 
of  Maj.  Pearl.  At  about  that  same  time  he  in- 
vested his  small  capital  in  a  quarter-section  of 
land,  and  since,  winning  his  way  rapidly  upward, 
has  become  the  owner  of  large  tracts  of  valuable 
acres. 

In  1860,  Lewis  Sutherland  and  Miss  Matilda 
A.  Howard,  daughter  of  Joseph  S.  Howard,  were 
united  in  marriage.  Unto  Mr.  Sutherland  and 
his  estimable  wife  were  born  six  children,  two  of 
whom  died  when  young.  The  three  sons  sur- 
viving are  Sterling  L.,  Darwin  B.  and  Lot  P\,  all 
practical  and  successful  general  agriculturists  and 
men  of  usefulness  and  influence  in  Benton  Town- 
ship. The  daughter,  Addie,  is  the  wife  of  Rodney 
Pearl,  a  son  of  Maj.  L.  W.  Pearl,  and  is  also  a  resi- 
dent of  Benton  Township.  The  sons  and  daugh- 
ter, reared  amid  the  scenes  of  their  childhood,  have 
each  and  all  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the  best  in- 
struction afforded  by  their  home  locality.  Well 
fitted  for  life's  duties,  they  have  now  become 
prominent  factors  in  the  development  of  the  social 
and  business  enterprises  of  the  county,  and  com- 
mand the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  entire  com- 
munity, with  whom,  as  life-time  friends  and  neigh- 
bors, they  have  been  long  associated. 

Mr.  Sutherland  votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  and 
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has  discharged  with  efficiency  the  duties  pertain- 
ing to  various  town  offices.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
valued  member  of  the  Ancient,  Free  &  Accepted 
Masons.  He  was  also  one  of  the  charter  members 
of  Pearl  Grange  and  has  been  an  active  worker 
in  that  organization.  Our  subject  has  never  had  a 
mortgage  on  his  property,  nor  ever  had  a  law  suit. 
Devoting  his  life  mainly  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil, 
he  has  achieved  great  success,  and  as  a  repre- 
sentative agriculturist  and  citizen  of  broad  views 
has  materially  aided  in  the  rapid  advancement 
and  progressive  interests  of  Berrien  County. 
Widely  known,  he  is  universally  regarded  as  a 
man  of  ability  and  sterling  integrity  of  character. 


l-^^i 


ANIEL  BAU8HKE,  a  leading  fruit-grower 
and  old  settler  of  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
IS  a  native  of  Prussia,  and,  reared  in  the 
land  of  his  birth,  there  married  Miss 
Minnie  Vileer,  and  to  the  husband  and  wife, 
who  long  continued  in  the  home  of  their  child- 
hood, were  born  six  sons  and  two  daughters: 
John C,  August  F.,  Albert,  Lewis,  Theodore,  Will- 
iam and  Hannah  and  Amelia  (twins).  Our  sub- 
ject and  his  good  wife  with  their  family  emigrated 
finally  to  America,  and  came  at  once  to  St.  Joseph, 
Mich.,  and  soon  after  located  upon  the  farm  now  the 
home  of  Mr.  Baushke.  The  parents  had  but  very 
little  money,  and  invested  their  small  capital  in  a 
forty-acre  homestead,  then  all  heavily  timbered. 
Industriously  the  father,  aided  by  his  sons,  set  to 
work  to  clear  the  land  which  has  since — brought 
up  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation — yielded  annuall}^ 
a  bounteous  harvest  of  fine  fruit.  After  arriving 
in  America  one  child  was  added  to  the  family 
group,  William,  now  residing  in  Benton  Harbor. 
John  Baushke,  born  in  1842,  and  the  eldest  of 
the  children,  was  but  a  boy  when  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  the  United  States.  When  the  Civil 
War  broke  out  he  offered  his  services  to  the 
Government  of  his  adopted  country,  and,  only 
twenty  years  of  age,  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry.     August  F.,  the  sec- 


ond brother,  had  previously  entered  the  Federal 
arm\^,  and  both  of  them  served  with  faithful 
fidelity  until  the  close  of  the  rebellion.  They 
were  both  engaged  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  John  Baushke  was  captured  at  the  battle  of 
Cedar  Run,  at  the  time  Sheridan  made  his  famous 
ride.  Confined  in  Libby  Prison,  he  was  a  total 
wreck  when  released,  but  after  a  long  time  par- 
tially recovered  from  his  sufferings.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1866  to  Miss  Minnie  Brunke,  who  was  also 
a  native  of  Prussia.  I'hc  union  was  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  two  sons,  John  W.  and  William  C. 
The  mother  did  not  long  survive,  and  the  husband 
was  united  to  a  second  wife.  Miss  Elvina  Sheets, 
also  a  Prussian  by  birth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Baushke  are  the  parents  of  six  children:  Benjamin 
R.,  Levi,  Pearl,  Irvine,  Amy  and  Rosa.  This  son 
of  our  subject  began  life  for  himself  with  a  capital 
of  energetic  industry,  and  owns  eighty  acres  of 
valuable  land.  In  1866,  when  he  located  upon  it, 
the  land  was  heavily  timbered,  but  is  now  finely 
cultivated  and  improved  with  substantial  and 
commodious  buildings. 

August  F.  Baushke,  a  successful  general  agri- 
culturist and  prominent  fruit-grower  of  Benton 
Township,  is  the  second  son  of  Daniel  Baushke, 
and,  born  in  Prussia  in  1844,  has  spent  almost  his 
entire  life  in  his  present  locality.  Only  a  lad,  he 
enlisted  in  1862  and  gallantly  fought,  serving  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  Company  B,  Seventh  ' 
Michigan  Cavalry,  and  was  later  under  Sheridan 
until  he  was  mustered  out  at  the  termination  of 
the  war.  Wounded  at  Winchester  at  the  time  of 
the  famous  ride,  August  was  taken  to  the  hospital 
in  Baltimore,  and  two  months  after,  receiving  an 
eighty-days  furlough,  made  a  visit  to  his  home. 
He  afterward  returned  to  his  command  and  passed 
safely  through  the  other  dangers  of  the  campaign, 
and  when  peace  was  declared  soon  fouud  his  way 
back  to  Michigan,  and  at  once  entered  upon  agri- 
cultural pursuits  upon  his  own  account.  Together 
with  his  brother  John  C,  he  purchased  a  farm, 
and  in  partnership  the  two  cleared  it  of  its  growth 
of  timber,  two  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land. 
They  enterprisingly  cut  a  road  from  the  main  line 
of  nearest  travel  to  their  farm,  and  on  the  original 
line  there  is  now  a  public  highwa^% 
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August  F.  Baushke  and  Miss  Tena  Blankshien 
were  joined  in  marriage  in  1868.  Five  children 
brightened  the  fireside  of  the  husband  and  wife: 
Edward,  William  and  Frank  died  in  infancy; 
the  two  youngest,  Henry  and  Philip,  are  at  home. 
Mr.  Bauslike  has  one  hundred  acres  of  excellent 
land  under  high  cultivation,  and  has  improved 
his  farm  with  a  comfortable  and  attractive  resi- 
dence, good  barns  and  other  buildings. 

Our  subject,  Daniel  Baushke,  and  his  two  sons, 
John  and  August,  have  always  been  stanch  Repub- 
licans. The  sons  gave  patriotic  and  courageous 
service  to  the  Government  in  its  hour  of  need, 
and  are  to-day  true  and  loyal  citizens,  ever  ready 
to  assist  in  the  promotion  and  maintenance  of  the 
public  welfare.  Upright,  Intelligent  and  hard- 
working, they  have  through  their  self-reliance  won 
success,  and  possess  the  esteem  and  best  wishes  of 
many  sincere  friends. 


♦=^==«r 


LONZO  GOODENOUGH,  since  1865  a 
leading  citizen  and  successful  general  agri- 
B)  culturist  of  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  was 
born  in  Windham  County,  Vt.,  in  1841. 
His  parents  were  Genesis  R.  and  Eunice  (Worden) 
Goodenough.  The  father  of  our  subject  w^as  also 
born  in  Windham,  on  the  same  homestead  which 
became  the  birthplace  of  his  son.  He  received  a 
good  common-school  education  in  the  home  dis- 
trict and  early  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  serv- 
ing his  apprenticeship  in  Guilford,  in  which  town 
he  resided  until  the  year  1850.  At  the  latter  date 
he  removed  to  Readsboro,  and  made  his  home 
there  until  1870,  then  locating  in  Wallingford, 
where  he  passed  away  in  1874.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  man  of 
upright  conduct  and  principle.  Politically,  he  was 
before  the  Civil  War  a  Whig,  afterward  a  Repub- 
lican. The  father  of  our  subject  took  a  great  in- 
terest in  educational  matters  and  was  an  efficient 
member  of  the  School  Board  at  various  times.  He 
w»s  ms^rried  early  in  life  to  the  daughter  of  Peter 


and  Barbara  (Allen)  Worden,  all  natives  of  Ver- 
mont. The  eldest  child  of  the  first  marriage  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years.  Mary  M.  married  Jesse 
Haines.  Francis  H.  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 
Alonzo  was  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

After  the  death  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  the 
father  married  Miss  Phetima  Bolster.  Two  chil- 
dren, daughters,  were  born  of  the  second  marriage. 
Sarah  became  the  wife  of  James  Legate,  and  Fannie 
married  Gilbert  Lyons.  The  father,  surving  his 
second  wife,  wedded  Miss  Cassendana  Ballou. 
There  were  no  children  from  this  marriage.  At 
fifteen  years  of  age  our  subject  began  to  learn  the 
blacksmith's  trade  and  at  twenty  years  entered  the 
army.  In  1865  Mr.  Goodenough,  then  about 
twenty-four  years  old,  came  to  Galien  Township 
and  bought  a  forty-acre  farm,  where  he  yet  resides. 
To  his  original  homestead  he  has  added  until  he 
now  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres. 
The  succeeding  year  after  his  arrival  in  Michigan, 
1866,  he  married  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Mary  Heckar thorn.  The  nine  chil- 
dren who  have  blessed  the  pleasant  home  of  our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  Henry  A.,  Cassendana  M., 
Charles  E.,  Jesse,  Burton,  Minnie,  Christopher? 
Ralph  K,  and  Hazel.  Jesse  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Galien  High  School  and  has  prepared  himself  to 
follow  the  avocation  of  a  teacher. 

When  the  Civil  War  broke  out  Alonzo  Good- 
enough  entered  the  service  of  the  Government, 
enlisting  in  Company  A,  Second  Vermont  Regi- 
ment, under  McDowell,  and  was  afterward  with 
McClellan's  command.  Our  subject  actively  partic- 
ipated in  the  battles  of  Bull  Run,  Lee's  Mill, 
Williamsburgh,  Savage  Station,  White  Oak  Swamp, 
the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Antietam  and  Fred- 
ericksburgh.  Upon  the  second  field  of  battle  Mr. 
Goodenough  was  wounded  in  the  left  leg  by  a 
minie-ball.  For  three  months  he  was  confined  to 
the  hospital  and  then  returned  to  his  regiment, 
subsequently  engaging  in  the  battle  of  the  Wil- 
derness, the  three  fights  at  Spottsylvania  and 
the  conflicts  at  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburgh  and  Ce- 
dar Creek,  Va.,  in  the  latter  battle  being  wound- 
ed by  a  minie-ball  in  the  right  shoulder.  Again 
severely  injured,  he  passed  four  months  in  the 
hospitals   in    Baltimore  and  Montpelier,  Vt.     As 
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soon  as  able  our  subject  rejoined  his  regiment  at 
Petersburgli  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of 
Gen.  Lee.  Mr.  Good  enough  look  an  active  part 
in  about  thirty-eight  battles,  all  told.  lie  served 
as  Sergeant.  Although  constantly  surrounded  by 
perils,  and  twice  dangerously  wounded,  our  subject 
escai)ed  capture  and  the  prison-pen. 

When  Mr.  Goodenough  made  his  home  in  the 
West  he  abandoned  his  trade  and  devoted  himself 
to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  with  most  profitable 
results.  He  has  been  prospered  in  his  Western 
home  and  is  now  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of 
Berrien  County.  Politically,  he  is  a  strong  Repub- 
lican and  a  firm  believer  in  "the  Party  of  Reform." 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  menjber  of  the  Ancient  Free  & 
Accepted  Masons  and  belongs  to  Three  Oaks  Lodge 
No.  239.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodenough  and  their 
family  enjoy  the  esteem  of  the  entire  community 
of  Galien  Township  and  are  active  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  mutual  welfare  and  various  en- 
terprises of  the  locality.  Our  subject  is  known 
and  respected  as  an  upright  man  and  true  Ameri- 
can citizen. 


■■^.^ 


«^ 


'  ACOB  8CIINEH>ER.  In  the  perusal  of  this 
volume,  the  reader  has  doubtless  been  im- 
^^^  ;  pressed  with  the  fact  that  the  majority  of 
vj^^  the  successful  men  of  southwestern  Michi- 
gan have  risen  from  poverty  and  humble  parent- 
age to  positions  of  responsibility  solely  through 
the  exercise  of  their  abilities,  unaided  by  any  ex- 
traneous circumstances.  Indeed,  the  remark  is 
not  infrequent!}^  made  that  he  who  woos  sweet 
Fortune  must  not  offer  a  tribute  of  gold  to  the 
fickle  Goddess  of  Wealth,  else  the  coveted  success 
will  not  be  gained.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
one  of  tliose  men  who  have  made  their  own  way 
in  the  world,  attaining  prosperity  through  arduous 
and  unceasing  exertions. 

Now  a  resident  of  section  9,  St.  Joseph  Town- 
ship, Berrien  County,  our  subject  was  born  in  Ba- 
varia, Germany,  on  the  27th  of  March,  1833,  and 
is  a  son  of  John  Jacob  and  Margaret  Schneider, 


His  father  was  a  farmer  in  Bavaria,  and  was  one 
of  the  men  who  served  in  the  war  with  Napoleon 
Bonaparte.  While  in  active  service,  he  was  taken 
prisoner,  remaining  in  the  enem3^'s  power  for  one 
hundred  days.  A  man  of  public  spirit  and  enter- 
prise, he  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens 
of  his  community,  and  served  acceptably  as  an 
Alderman.  lie  was  also  Commander  of  the  Village 
Guards.  He  and  his  good  wife  have  been  called 
from  earth,  and  one  of  their  children  is  also  de- 
ceased. The  surviving  members  of  the  family  are: 
Jacob,  of  this  sketch;  and  Henrietta,  Margaret  and 
Philip,  residents  of  Germany. 

After  having  acquired  an  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Bavaria,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
began  to  learn  tlie  trade  of  a  weaver.  In  1850  he 
emigrat^ed  to  America,  making  the  long  voyage 
alone,  and  upon  arriving  in  the  United  States  he 
located  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  for  one  week 
he  was  em[)loyed  on  a  farm,  receiving  a  salary  of 
|1.  He  then  worked  in  a  bakery  for  one  month, 
his  wages  being  $8,  and  afterward  secured  employ- 
ment as  a  cigar  manufacturer  at  a  salary  of  $10 
per  year.  After  twelve  months  thus  spent,  he 
went  to  Buffalo,  and  he  for  two  years  occupied  a 
position  in  a  vessel  on  the  lake. 

We  next  find  Mr.  Schneider  a  cigar  manufac- 
turer in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  where  he  resided  from 
1854  until  1862.  Thence  he  removed  to  Lyons, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  embarked  in  the  cigar  business 
and  conducted  an  extensive  and  profitable  trade, 
having  usually  a  force  of  ten  men  in  his  emplo}'. 
In  1887  he  disposed  of  his  interests  in  Lyons,  and, 
removing  to  Illinois,  made  a  temporary  sojourn  in 
Chicago.  In  the  spring  of  1888  became  to  Mich- 
igan, and  settled  upon  the  farm  which  he  has  since 
occupied.  Here  he  owns  nineteen  acres  of  highly- 
improved  land,  upon  which  he  carries  on  an  ex- 
tensive business  as  a  fruit-grower,  raising  all  vari- 
eties of  both  small  and  large  fruits.  The  location 
of  the  place  is  desirable,  being  beautifully  situ- 
ated on  the  lake  shore. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Schneider  occurred  in  1857, 
his  wife  being  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Becker,  and  a  native  of  Germany,  although  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage  a  resident  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
They  are  the  parents  of  tv\'o  children:  George  W., 
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a  cigar  manufacturer  residing  in  St.  Joseph;  and 
Henrietta  1).,  who  resides  at  home  with  her  par- 
ents. In  politics  a  Democrat  npon  subjects  of 
national  importance,  Mr.  Schneider  is  independent 
in  local  affairs,  and  casts  his  ballot  for  the  man 
whom  he  considers  best  qualified  for  the  position. 
He  is  quite  prominent  in  local  politics,  and  has 
held  a  number  of  responsible  positions.  For  four 
years  he  served  as  Alderman  of  the  village  of 
Lyons,  N.  Y.,  and  was  also  Assessor  for  two  years, 
lie  was  School  Inspector  for  two  years,  and  Mod- 
erator of  the  schools  of  his  district.  Socially,  he 
is  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternitj',  holding 
membership  in  the  commandery  at  Elmira,  N.  Y., 
and  the  blue  lodge  at  St.  Joseph. 


j/_^  IRAM  B.  WILCOX,  M.  D.,  a  practicing 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Three  Oaks,  was 
born  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  No- 
vember 24,  1818.  He  is  the  son  of  Oliver 
Wilcox,  whose  father,  John,  is  entitled  to  consid- 
erable m.ention  in  this  volume,  for  he  was  a  hero 
of  the  Revolutionary  War  and  a  |)ioncer  of  the 
Holland  Purchase.  During  the  opening  years  of 
the  great  struggle  between  the  Colonies  and  the 
Mother  Country,  he  enlisted  for  service  and  be- 
came an  olKcer  in  the  army  of  Gen.  Washington. 
He  went  into  camp  at  Valley  Forge  a  Sergeant,  but 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  and  was 
selected  by  Col.  Barton  as  one  of  his  lieutenants 
for  the  famous  expedition  into  Rhode  Island 
against  the  British. 

At  the  close  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  John 
Wilcox  returned  to  his  home  near  Plymouth, 
Mass.,  bearing  with  him  the  consciousness  of  hav- 
ing done  his  duty  to  his  country,  and  bearing  also 
the  record  of  a  daring  and  gallant  officer.  In 
1805  he  removed  from  New  England  and  became 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  on  the  Holland  Pur- 
chase in  western  New  York,  where  he  remained 
until  death  closed  his  career.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  Oliver  Wilcox,  was  born  in  Massachusetts 
and  accompanied  his  parents  to  New  York,  where 


he  married  Miss  Hannah  Barnes,  a  native  of  the 
State  of  Maine.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and 
in  connection  with  that  occupation  also  followed 
farming  pursuits.  In  1821  he  removed  to  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  until 
1827,  when  he  died. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband,  the  widowed 
mother  remained  for  a  few  years  in  Cleveland, 
removing  thence  to  Huron,  Ohio,  and  in  1834  set- 
tling in  La  Porte  County,  Ind.,  where  she  entered 
some  land  from  the  Government.  She  died  in  the 
house  where  our  subject  now  lives,  on  the  25th  of 
January,  1870.  At  the  age,  of  fourteen  our 
subject  commenced  to  clear  the  wild  land  upon 
which  his  mother  had  settled,  and  succeeded  in 
clearing  fifty  acres  of  the  entire  tract.  He  also 
assisted  in  clearing  one  hundred  acres  belonging 
to  his  uncle.  His  education  was  acquired  at  the 
old  Cleveland  Academ3^ 

At  Rolling  Prairie,  Ind.,  our  subject  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  B.  C.  l>owell,and 
after  studying  with  him  for  a  short  time  he  went 
to  White  Water,  Wis.,  in  1845,  where  he  con- 
ducted his  medical  studies  under  the  preceptorship 
of  Drs.  Clark  and  Rice,  completing  with  them  his 
three-years  course  of  stud3'.  Before  he  began  his 
studies,  he  attended  one  term  of  lectures  at  the 
Indiana  Medical  College,  and  after  he  had  studied 
with  Drs.  Rice  and  Clark  he  entered  the  liush 
Medical  College,  at  Chicago.  During  the  two 
terms  he  spent  at  that  institution,  he  was  in  the 
ottice  of  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  for  two  win- 
ters. Subsequently  he  went  to  Cleveland,  where 
he  spent  some  time  in  the  medical  de}>arlment  of 
the  Western  Reserve  University,  being  under  the 
tutelage  of  Dr.  J.  P.  Kirtland,  one  of  the  most  re- 
nowned scientists  of  this  country,  and  the  peer  of 
any  physician  in  America.  He  was  graduated 
from  the  Western  Reserve  University  in  1851.  It 
will  thus  be  seen  that  he  availed  himself  to  the 
utmost  of  every  opportunity  for  acquiring  a  per- 
fect theoretical  knowledge  of  his  profession,  and 
through  later  years  he  has  kept  in  close  touch  with 
the  latest  developments  in  the  medical  world. 

In  Galena  Township,  La  Porte  County,  Ind.,  the 
young  Doctor  commenced  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession.    At  that  early  day  he  was  the  only  phj^si- 
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cian  within  a  radius  of  twenty  to  thirty  miles,  and 
his  practice  extended  throughout  the  entire  section 
of  country.  It  was  his  custom  to  ride  on  horse- 
back to  visit  his  patients,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
travel  through  the  dense  forests  and  over  rude 
roads.  His  life  was  one  of  hardship  and  toil,  but 
his  devotion  to  his  profession  was  amply  repaid, 
for  he  gained  a  place  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  such  as  falls  to  the  lot  of  but  few.  In 
1860  he  removed  to  Berrien  Springs,  where  he  so- 
journed for  a  short  time. 

In  1862  Dr.  Wilcox  came  to  Three  Oaks,  where 
he  has  practiced  continuously  since,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  three  years  (1870-73),  when  he  was  a 
resident  of  Cadillac,  Mich.,  and  examining  surgeon 
for  pensioners  at  that  place.  In  1844  he  married 
Miss  Sabrina,  daughter  of  Samuel  Webster,  a  resi- 
dent of  Galena,  Ind.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  the  P^mpire  State,  accompanying  her 
parents  to  Michigan  when  a  young  lady.  Four 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  one  of  whom, 
Mark  H.,  died  in  infancy.  The  others  are:  Maria, 
who  is  the  wife  of  John  C.  Ingham,  a  prominent 
business  man  of  Benton  Harbor;  Lucy,  Mrs. 
Charles  M.  Valentine,  of  La  Moure,  N.  Dak.,  her 
husband  being  a  druggist  of  that  city;  and  Hen- 
rietta, wife  of  William  Russ,  a  traveling  salesman 
of  Chicago,  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
on  the  9th  of  November,  1871. 

The  Doctor  was  married  again,  on  the  24th  of 
November,  1872,  choosing  as  his  wife  Miss  Nellie, 
daughter  of  James  Fuller,  a  carpenter  residing  in 
Vermontville,  Mich.  Mrs.  Wilcox  was  born  in 
Vermont,  and  was  there  reared  until  twelve  years 
of  age,  when  she  went  with  her  parents  to  Detroit 
and  one  year  later  to  Rolling  Prairie,  Ind.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two 
children;  Oliver  H.,  who  is  engaged  in  teaching 
school  in  Berrien  County;  and  Joye,  who  is 
attending  the  High  School  in  Three  Oaks. 

In  politics,  the  Doctor  is  a  Democrat  with  Pro- 
hibition proclivities.  In  religion,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Christian  Church  and  a  prominent  worker 
in  the  Sunday-school.  During  the  late  war  he 
offered  his  services  to  the  Government,  but  was 
rejected    on    account   of   his    health.     In    former 


years  he  had  a  very  large  practice,  extending 
throughout  this  entire  section  of  country.  Now 
enfeebled  by  advancing  years,  he  has  somewhat 
retired  from  active  practice,  although  he  is  still 
physician  for  a  number  of  prominent  families,  who 
are  loath  to  dispense  with  his.  services.  He  has 
been  the  recipient  of  justly  merited  honors.  He 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Historical  Society  in 
Onondaga,  N.  Y.,  and  the  National  Historical  So- 
ciety at  Davenport,  Iowa. 


p]NKY  HESS,  a  prosperous  general  agricul- 
turist, has  since  1867  resided  upon  his  val- 
uable   homestead    located    on    section    15, 

^  Berrien  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
and  has  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  been 
intimately  associated  with  the  growth  and  history 
of  his  present  locality.  His  father,  Andrew  Hess, 
a  native  of  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  was  born 
in  1806,  and  made  farming  the  occupation  of  his 
life.  He  removed  from  his  birthplace  to  Ohio 
when  quite  young,  and  having  attained  to  mature 
years  married  Miss  Mary  Hemry,  a  native  of  the 
Buckeye  State.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
settled  in  Crawford  County  upon  wild  timber- 
land,  which  the  father  cleared,  cultivated  and 
improved,  making  his  permanent  home  there  until 
his  death,  in  December,  1875.  Andrew  Hess  was 
an  earnest,  hard-working  man,  a  kind  father  and 
husband,  and  was  universally  respected.  He  was 
a  well-educated  man,  and  gave  his  children  every 
possible  opportunity  for  study  and  schooling. 
He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  to  which  his  estimable  wife  belonged  from 
her  early  youth.  The  widow,  yet  surviving  and 
seventy-nine  years  of  age,  resides  with  her  chil- 
dren. 

Of  the  twelve  sons  and  daughters  who  blessed 
the  home  of  the  parents,  seven  are  now  living. 
Our  subject,  Henry  Hess,  was  the  third  child  and 
was  born  May  2,  1838,  in  Crawford  County,  Ohio. 
Mr.  Hess  was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm  and 
early  trained   into  the  daily   routine  of  farming 
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duties.  He  received  a  good  coinmon-sehool  edu- 
cation, and  at  twenty-one  years  of  age  began  life 
for  himself.  He  worked  in  a  mill  one  year,  and  Au- 
gust 15,  1861,  answering  to  the  call  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, enlisted  in  Company  C,  Forty-ninth  Ohio 
Infantry,  and  entering  upon  service  as  a  corporal 
was  later  promoted  to  be  Sergeant.  From  Camp 
Dennison,  Ohio,  our  subject  was  sent  to  Kentucky, 
and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh  (under 
Gen.  Buell),  Serits  Hill,  Perrvville,  Stone  River, 
Liberty  Gap,  Tunnel  Hill,  Buzzard  Roost,  Kingston 
(Ga.),  Pumpkin  vine  Creek,  Burnt  Hickory  and 
Dallas  (Ga.),  in  which  latter  fight  Mr.  Hess  was 
wounded  May  27,  1864,  by  a  musket-ball,  which 
penetrated  his  right  lung.  For  two  days  he  lay 
in  the  field  hospital  and  was  then  forwarded  to 
Nashville,  where  he  remained  ten  days.  The  suc- 
ceeding two  weeks  he  passed  in  Jeffersonville,  Jnd., 
and  from  there  was  sent  to  Madison,  Ind.,  where  he 
was  likewise  detained  for  two  weeks.  He  finally 
returned  to  Camp  Dennison,  and  was  located 
permanently  in  Ohio  until  April  3,  1865,  having 
charge  of  a  steam  laundry. 

Our  subject  was — as  one  of  the  Veteran  Reserve 
Corps — detailed  to  guard  the  prisoners  at  Rock  Is- 
land, 111.  The  w^ar  ended,  Mr.  Hess  after  four  years 
and  three  months  of  service  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Springfield, 1 11.  Although  on  dut3^  con- 
cinuously  for  so  long  a  time,  he  was  never  wounded 
but  once,  and  was  only  confined  to  a  sick  bed  one 
week.  He  took  part  in  fift}^  engagements,  and,  con- 
stantly exposed  to  capture,  escaped  the  prison  pen. 
Lnmediately  after  he  left  the  army  Mr.  Hess  made 
a  visit  to  Michigan,  and  then  returned  to  his 
old  Ohio  home.  Upon  February  1,  1866,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  S.,  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Margaret  (French)  Ramsey,  highl}^ 
respected  residents  of  Crawford  County,  in  which 
part  of  Ohio  Mrs.  Hess  was  born,  September  30, 
1846.  The  excellent  wafe  of  our  subject  enjoyed 
good  educational  advantages  and  was  well  fitted 
to  assume  the  cares  of  a  household.  In  1866  the 
newly- wedded  husband  and  wife  settled  on  the 
farm  since  their  permanent  home.  The  eighty 
acres  were  then  entirely  in  their  primitive  con- 
dition, but  now  seventy  acres  are  under  fine  culti- 
vation.    In  1887,  Mr.   Hess  erected  an  attractive 


and  commodious  residence  at  an  expenditure  of 
$1,300;  the  barn  built  at  the  same  time  is  a  sub- 
stantial and  well-finished  structure,  costing  1700. 
Of  the  five  children  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hess,  four  survived  to  maturity.  Nora  C,  is  the 
wife  of  Arthur  J.  Miars;  she  lives  in  Berrien 
Township  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child.  Magno- 
lia is  the  wife  of  Dwight  P^isher,  of  A^an  Buren 
County.  Elroy  J.  and  Lodemaare  at  home.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and 
Mr.  Hess  is  especially  active  in  religious  work. 
He  is  Assistant  and  has  been  Superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  almost  the  entire  time  of  his  resi- 
dence in  the  county,  and,  an  ardent  advocate  of 
extended  education,  aided  his  children  to  obtain  a 
thorough  course  of  instruction.  Fraternally,  our 
subject  is  a  member  of  the  Grange  and  has  been 
an  ofllicer  of  the  society;  he  is  also  a  member  of 
George  G.  Meade  Post  No.  36,  G.  A.  R.,  and  has 
held  most  of  the  ofifices  and  been  Commander 
of  the  Post.  Politically,  Mr.  Hess  is  a  stanch 
Republican, and  when  elected  Township  Treasurer 
ably  discharged  the  trusts  reposed  in  him  and 
gave  universal  satisfaction  to  the  community 
in  which  he  has  a  host  of  sincere  friends. 


Wilpl»^  fc« 
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EORGE    W.    HETLER.       One    of    Berrien 


^p^EORGE  W.  HI^ 
ll  (— ^  County's  progn 
^^^    ful  fruit-grower 


ressive  citizens  andasuccess- 
r  of  St.  Joseph  Township  is 
the  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch.  He  was  born 
in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  August  23,  1852,  and  at 
the  age  of  four  years  was  brought  by  his  parents, 
Gottleib  and  Martha  Iletler,  to  Michigan,  locating 
in  Berrien  Count}^  He  resided  in  Royalton  Town- 
ship until  he  was  about  fourteen,  when  he  accom- 
panied his  father  to  the  farm  which  has  since  been 
his  home.  His  educational  advantages  were  limited 
to  the  knowledge  obtainable  in  the  neighboring 
schools,  but  by  thoughtful  observation  and  sys- 
tematic reading  he  has  become  well  informed. 

In  1869  Mr.  Hetler  embarked  in  the  fishing  bus- 
iness on   Lake  Michigan,  and  continued  thus  en- 
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gaged  for  seven  years,  meeting  with  fair  success 
in  the  enterprise.  Afterward  he  went  into  the 
pineries  of  northern  Michigan,  where  he  remained 
about  ten  years,  engaged  in  the  lumber  business, 
being  rewarded  with  a  fair  degree  of  success.  On 
tlie  31st  of  March,  1872,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  Lang.  This  estimable  lady  was 
born  in  Chicago  and  was  reared  to  womanhood  in 
Covert,  Van  Buren  County,  Mich.,  where  her  fa- 
ther, Michael  Lang,  is  a  successful  general  farmer 
and  stock-raiser. 

Upon  leaving  the  pineries  Mr.  He  tier  returned 
to  Berrien  County  and  settled  upon  the  place 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  Here  he  owns 
fifteen  acres  of  land,  which  he  devotes  to  the  rais- 
ing of  small  fruits,  making  a  specialty  of  berries. 
Through  his  arduous  labors  he  has  succeeded  in 
clearing  the  land,  erecting  the  necessary  build- 
ings, setting  out  all  the  fruit  trees,  and,  indeed, 
making  all  the  improvements  now  to  be  found 
here.  This  has  resulted  in  vastly  increasing  the 
value  of  the  property,  which  now  takes  rank  with 
the  best  in  the  vicinity. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hetler  are  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  living:  Charles  Sumner, 
Joseph  Edward,  George  Michael  and  James  Harri- 
son. Two  died  in  infancy.  The  religious  home 
of  the  famil}'  is  in  the  Evangelical  Association  at 
8t.  Joseph,  in  which  Mr.  Hetler  has  held  the  office 
of  Steward,  and  to  the  support  of  which  he  has 
contributed  generously.  In  his  political  belief  he 
adheres  to  the  platform  of  the  Prohibition  party 
and  gives  his  ballot  to  the  support  of  the  cause 
he  has  espoused. 


-^^■>-^<^^-8- 


UILLIAM  HISLOP,  an  able  and  energetic 
business  man  of  Dowagiac,  Cass  County^ 
^f^  Mich.,  is  extensively  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber and  logging  interests,  and  makes  a  specialty  of 
handling  railroad  stock  and  all  kinds  of  hardwood. 
He  has  also  recently  operated  a  brickyard  and 
tile  factory  in  the  township  of  Pokagon.  He  is 
ever  foremost  in  the  promotion  of  the  enterprises 


of  his  locality,  and,  a  public-spirited  citizen,  has 
held  with  efficient  service  important  positions  of 
official  trust. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Canada,  November  30, 
1843,  and  spent  his  early  life  in  his  birthplace,  at- 
tending the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  re- 
ceiving a  careful  training  in  habits  of  industrious 
thrift.  In  1865,  he  became  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  located  in  Silver  Creek,  where  he  was 
employed  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  also  en- 
gaged in  the  work  of  his  trade  as  a  carpenter.  In 
1879,  he  came  to  Dowagiac  and  found  immediate 
occupation  in  this  thriving  town  as  a  carpenter 
and  builder.  At  the  expiration  of  two  3^ears  he 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  Marshal,  and  at  the  close 
of  a  twelvemonth  went  into  his  present  profitable 
lumber  and  logging  business. 

For  over  a  score  of  years  constantly  devoting 
his  time  to  the  lumber  trade,  Mr.  Hislop  has 
achieved  most  lucrative  and  gratifying  results. 
Conducting  an  already  large  and  rapidly  extend- 
ing business,  Mr.  Hislop  will  handle  in  1893  about 
two  million  feet  of  lumber,  the  annual  business 
for  the  past  ten  years  being  from  one  million  five 
hundred  thousand  feet  to  two  million.  Our  sub- 
ject is  also  meeting  with  remarkable  success  in  his 
new  venture,  the  brickyard  and  tile  factory,  which 
seems  to  fill  a  long-felt  want  of  the  general  pub- 
lic. The  beautiful  and  commodious  home  of  Mr. 
Hislop,  built  by  him  in  1888,  is  one  of  the  hand- 
somest residences  in  the  cit}^  His  estimable  wife, 
to  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage  upon  January 
1,  1867,  was  Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Ilartsell,  of  Silver 
Creek.  Mrs.  Hislop  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Anna  (Buck)  Ilartsell,  both  of  whom  were  of 
German  descent,  but  old-time  settlers  in  Silver 
Creek,  widely  known  and  highly  respected.  One 
child,  a  daughter.  Miss  Nellie  Hislop,  shares  the 
pleasant  home  of  the  father  and  mother. 

Our  subject  is  fraternally  associated  with  the 
Ancient  Free  cfe  Accepted  Masons,  and  is  a  valued 
member  of  the  Dowagiac  lodge,  with  which  he  has 
been  connected  since  1869.  He  is  also  a  charter 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge,  and  an 
active  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.  Mr.  Hislop  has  always  been  a  sturdy 
advocate  of  the  principles  of  true  Democracy,  and 
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is  actively  interested  in  local  and  national  affairs. 
Financially  prospered,  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  the  county,  whose  assistance 
and  counsel  may  be  depended  upon  in  all  matters 
of  public  welfare.  He  is  esi)ecially  alive  to  the 
importance  of  educational  progress,  and,  a  liberal 
man,  occupies  with  honor  a  position  of  usefulness 
and  influence. 


^|,  BRAHAM  P.  LEITP]R,  a  well-known  agri- 
(@/lJJi  culturist  and  prominent  citizen,  has  been 
a  resident  of  his  home  upon  section  17, 
Bertiand  Township,  Berrien  County,  for 
a})Out  twenty-seven  years.  During  this  time  he 
has  devoted  himself  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
farm,  now  a  productive  and  valuable  property, 
yearly  yielding  handsome  returns  for  the  labor  ex- 
pended upon  it.  Mr.  Leiter  was  born  in  Perry 
County,  Pa.,  August  4,  1835.  The  paternal  great- 
grandfather was  a  native  of  Germany,  but  early 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Penn- 
sylvania, the  home  of  the  succeeding  two  genera- 
tions, the  paternal  grandfather,  John  Leiter,  and 
the  father  of  our  subject.  Christian  Leiter,  having 
been  born,  reared  and  married  in  the  Quaker  State. 
The  motiier  of  our  subject,  Barbara  (Page)  Leiter, 
and  the  maternal  grandfather,  Abraham  Page,  were 
also  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  their  ancestors  hav- 
ing been  loyal  subjects  of  the  German  Empire. 
The  parents  of  Mr.  Leiter  married  in  their  native 
State,  and  resided  at  first  in  Perry  County,  and 
afterward  made  their  home  in  Juniata  County,  re- 
maining in  that  locality  from  1845  until  their 
death,  both  passing  away  at  about  sixty  years  of 
age. 

Eleven  children  gathered  about  the  fireside  of 
the  old  Pennsylvania  home,  six  sons  and  five 
daughters,  all  of  whom  lived  to  reach  mature 
years.  The  sisters  and  brothers  in  order  of  their 
birth  were  Samuel,  Margaret,  Christian,  Barbara, 
Catherine,  Abraham,  Anna,  John,  Jacob,  Elizabeth 
and  Joseph.     Our  subject,  when  twelve  years  old, 


removed  with  his  parents  to  Juniata  Count}^  and 
completed  his  studies  in  the  district  schools  of 
that  part  of  the  State.  Reared  upon  a  farm  and 
early  trained  in  the  duties  of  aorriculture,  Abra- 
ham P.  Leiter  was  only  ten  years  old  when  he 
began  to  plow,  and  from  that  time  until  twenty- 
two  years  of  age  constantly  assisted  in  the  daily 
round  of  care.  For  the  first  year's  work  after  attain- 
ing his  majority  he  received  from  his  father  the 
gift  of  a  horse,  his  sole  capital  in  life.  In  1859  he 
journeyed  to  Indiana,  and  remained  for  a  time 
near  P^lkhart,  working  on  a  farm.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  three  months  he  came  to  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  and  worked  by  the  day  on  the  homestead 
of  W.  R.  Rough.  He  returned  to  Pennsylvania 
in  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  and  for  a  twelve- 
month farmed  for  his  father,  receiving  one-sixth 
of  the  crop  raised. 

In  December,  1859,  Abraham  P.  Leiter  and 
Mary  Shetterley  were  united  in  marriage,  but 
the  estimable  wife  survived  but  ten  months.  Our 
subject  was  a  second  time  wedded,  in  1862  marry- 
ing Miss  Sarah  Messner,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  was  born  June  5,  1836.  They  settled  on  the 
old  homestead  and  remained  amid  the  familiar 
scenes  of  childhood  until  1866,  in  which  year 
they  came  to  Michigan  and  located  on  David 
Rough's  farm,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town- 
ship. The  same  fall  Mr.  Leiter  bought  ninety 
acres  where  he  now  resides.  Steadily  accumulat- 
ing, he  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  finely-im- 
proved acres  in  one  body,  as  well  as  other  excel- 
lent property,  among  which  is  a  lot  of  ten  acres 
situated  in  Galien  Township. 

Seven  sturdy  sons,  all  now  living,  have  blessed 
the  home  of  our  subject  and  his  good  wife.  Chris- 
tian L.,  named  in  honor  of  his  paternal  grand- 
father, is  the  eldest-born.  Then  follow  Wilson 
W.,  Edward  F.,  Elmer  E.,  Hiram  E.,  John  H.  and 
William  A.  These  young  men,  reared  carefully 
and  by  nature  industrious  and  self-reliant,  have 
a  bright  future  before  them  and  cannot  fail  to 
be  worthy  of  their  honored  and  useful  ancestry. 

In  political  affiliation  Mr.  Leiter  is  a  Republican, 
and  in  religious  conviction  is  connected  with  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  of  which  religious  de- 
nomination he  has  been  a  consistent   member  ever 
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since  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age.  During  this 
long  period  he  has  been  active  in  good  work  and 
has  occupied  with  efficient  fidelity  various  offices 
in  the  church,  having  been  Class-leader,  Steward, 
Trustee  and  sexton.  Our  subject  has  been,  in 
fact,  the  leading  member  and  most  liberal  sup- 
porter of  the  United  Brethren  Church  in  the  town- 
ship, and  through  his  upright  life  and  sterling 
integrity  of  character  has  won  the  lasting  regard 
and  thorough  confidence  of  his  fellow-townsmen 
and  a  wide  acquaintance  throughout  the  county. 


mmm 


^  HARLES  R.  KINGSLEY,  a  prosperous  gen- 
eral  agriculturist  and  successful  stock-raiser, 
of  Ontwa  Township,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is 
a  native  of  the  Old  Bay  State  and  was  born  in 
Bernardston,  Franklin  County,  Mass.,  May  21, 
1831.  The  parents  of  our  subject,  Elijah  and 
Harriet  (Carpenter)  Kingsley,  were  of  New  England 
birth  and  were  reared  among  the  good  old  Puritan 
stock.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Gamaliel  Kings- 
ley,  was  a  son  of  Elijah  Kingsley,  who  came  from 
Europe  and  settled  in  Franklin  County,  Mass.  He 
was  of  Irish  ancestry  and  was  a  thrifty  farmer.  He 
actively  participated  in  the  war  for  independence 
and  died  at  tlie  good  old  age  of  ninety -six  years, 
lie  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  was  strong  in  his  religious  and  political 
convictions.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  born 
and  lived  and  died  in  Franklin  County,  Mass.,  and 
was,  like  his  father,  an  active  member  of  the 
Metliodist  Church.  He  was  wedded  twice,  being 
first  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hulda  Hale,  who 
bore  him  three  children:  Elijah,  Millie  and  Chester. 
The  second  wife,  Linda  Pickett,  was  the  mother  of 
Allen,  Saxton,  Clesson,  Hulda,  Lucien,  Sabrina 
and  Roxanna.  Grandfather  Kingsley  was  a  practi- 
cal farmer  and  a  public-spirited  citizen. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  on  the  old 
Franklin  County  homestead,  October  15,  1796. 
lie  was  a  finished  cabinet-maker  and  learned  and 
practiced  his  trade  in  Boston.  Attracted  by  the 
opportunities  of  the  West,  he  started  for  Michigan 


May  21,  1839,  and  traveled  by  team  to  Albany, 
thence  by  canal  and  lake  to  Detroit  and  soon  after 
reached  Mason  Township,  having  been  three  or 
four  weeks  on  the  wa3\  The  year  before,  he  had 
entered  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  he  now 
cleared  and  industriously  cultivated.  In  1852,  he 
sold  his  first  Michigan  farm  and  located  on  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  he  brought  up  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  where  he  died,  October 
29,  1890.  He  was  one  of  the  original  Republicans, 
but  died  a  firm  believer  in  Democracy.  In  relig- 
ious faith  a  Unitarian,  he  fraternized  with  that 
society  in  Massachusetts.  He  was  the  father  of  ten 
children,  eight  of  whom  he  reared  to  mature  years. 
Warren,  who  is  deceased;  Marj^  J.  Allen,  who  re- 
sides in  Cold  water;  Charles  R.;  Harriet  C.  Fisk; 
Arabella  A.  Reading,  now  deceased;  Charlotte 
Reading,  of  Bangor;  Mortimer,  of  Elkhart;  and 
Newscomb  E. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Massachu- 
setts in  1805,  and  died  October  18,  1882.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  David  C.  and  Jemima  Car- 
penter. The  father  was  a  hotel-keeper  in  Lyden, 
Mass.  Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  primitive 
schools  of  his  home  locality,  and  at  twent}^  years 
of  age  began  life  for  himself  by  renting  a  farm  of 
his  father  and  cultivatiing  the  soil.  At  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  he  bought  forty  acres  of  land  upon 
section  9,  Ontwa  Township,  and  afterwards  added 
twenty  acres,  and  continued  to  reside  upon  the 
place  until  he  entered  the  army,  when  he  sold  out. 
After  his  return  from  the  war  he  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.  There 
he  lived  until  1880,  when  he  located  with  his  father 
on  the  homestead  which  he  owns,  one  hundred  and 
twent3^-eight  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  sold  his 
Indiana  farm  and  devotes  himself  to  tilling  the 
soil  of  his  Michigan  homestead,  where  he  raises  a 
choice  variety  of  good  stock.  Beginning  life  with 
a  capital  of  1200  he  has  been  prospered,  and 
through  his  self-reliant  efforts  has  won  his  upward 
way. 

In  1862  Mr.  Kingsley  enlisted  in  the  service  of 
the  Government,  and  in  August  entered  the  ranks 
of  Company  D,  One  Hundredth  Indiana  Infantry, 
and  actively  participated  in  twenty-eight  battles. 
He  was  present  at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  Champion 
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Hills,  Black  River,  Missionary  Ridge  and  in  the 
Atlanta  campaign.  He  acted  as  the  Orderly  of 
the  Colonel  for  two  years.  His  last  fight  was  at 
Bentonville.  He  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review 
at  Washington  and,  honorably  discharged  in  June 
at  Indianapolis,  returned  at  once  to  his  home,  and 
purchased  another  farm.  Our  subject  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Olive  Johnson,  January  6, 
1852.  The  estimable  wife  of  Mr.  Kingsley  was 
born  in  Vermont,  vSeptember  9,  1831.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Solomon  and  Minerva  (Powell)  John- 
son, natives  of  Vermont,  living  in  Charlotte,  Vt.,  at 
the  time  of  Mrs.  Kingsley 's  birth.  Mr.  Johnson 
was  a  bricklayer  and  farmer  and  came  in  1836  to 
Elkhart,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  died.  He  was 
in  faith  a  Universalist,  and  early  a  Whig  was  after- 
wards a  Republican.  He  and  his  ex(;ellent  wife 
reared  six  children:  Guy  C,  Charlotte  J.,  Rhoda  J., 
Laurett  A.,  Olive  and  Ruel  M.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, Solomon  eJohnson.  also  born  in  Vermont,  was 
a  brave  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was 
a  farmer,  and  journeying  to  the  West  in  about  1830, 
became  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Elkhart 
County,  Ind.,  where  he  died  at  an  advanced  age. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kingsley  have  two  children:  Alice 
C,  wife  of  Emro  Schutt,  of  Elkhart;  and  Roy  E.  Po- 
litically our  subject  is  a  Democrat  and  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  public  welfare  is  enterprising 
and  ever  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand.  From  his 
early  youth  intimately  associated  with  the  growth 
of  his  present  locality,  he  has  long  been  identified 
with  the  best  interests  of  the  county,  and  is 
esteemed  a  liberal  and  progressive  citizen. 


11^  ENRY  MOLLHAGEN,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent and  prosperous  German- American 
citizens  of  Berrien  County,  owns  and  occu- 
pies a  farm  on  section  34  of  St.  Joseph 
Township.  He  was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  on 
the  22d  of  April,  1826,  and  is  the  son  of  Christof 
and  Apherezeana  M.  Mollhagen,  natives  of  the 
Fatherland.     The  father  emi^j-rated  to  America  in 


1845,  and,  locating  in  New  York,  remained  there 
for  ten  months,  after  which  he  removed  to  Wis- 
consin and  made  settlement  in  Wayne  County. 
There  for  a  number  of  years  he  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  a  farmer,  and  thence  he  proceeded  still 
further  Westward,  settling  in  Kansas,  where  he  re- 
mained until  death  terminated  his  career. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  five  children, 
of  whom  three  are  now  living  Henry,  Charles  and 
Hannah,  the  latter  being  a  resident  of  St.  Joseph, 
Mich,  Henry  passed  the  years  of  his  childhood 
and  youth  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  where  he 
gained  a  practical  education  in  the  common 
schools.  He  was  early  trained  to  habits  of  indus- 
try and  energy,  and  those  traits,  together  with  ex- 
cellent business  judgment  and  sound  common-sense, 
have  contributed  to  his  success  in  life.  He  was  a 
youth  of  about  nineteen  years  when  he  accompanied 
his  father  to  the  United  States  and  located  with  him 
in  New  York.  Later  he  removed  to  Wayne  Coun- 
ty, Wis.,  where  he  resided  until  he  was  twenty-six 
years  old. 

From  Wayne  County  Mr.  Mollhagen  proceeded 
to  Milwaukee  and  St.  Joseph,  and  engaged  in 
fishing  on  the  Lakes  for  about  thirty  j^ears.  In 
connection  with  his  brother  Charles  he  purchased 
and  ran  a  tug,  from  which  he  received  a  good  in- 
come. During  his  long  life  on  the  water  he  had 
many  interesting  and  memorable  experiences,  and 
while  he  enjoyed  the  life,  yet  he  did  not  regret 
exchanging  it  for  the  peaceful  occupation  of  a 
farmer.  When  about  twenty-six  years  of  age  he 
was  united  in  marriage  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  with 
Miss  Sophia  Stock,  of  that  city.  Six  children  were 
born  of  the  union:  Henry;  Alfred  and  John,  who 
own  a  tug  on  the  lake  and  are  doing  a  good  busi- 
ness; Minnie,  who  resides  in  St.  Joseph;  Annie, 
who  makes  her  home  in  Chicago;  and  Martha,  who 
died  in  1892. 

W^hile  the  farm  owned  by  Mr.  Mollhagen  is  quite 
small,  consisting  of  only  twelve  acres,  the  property 
is  valuable,  owing  to  the  adaptability  of  the  soil 
to  the  cultivation  of  small  fruits.  Since  locating 
here  he  has  made  many  improvements  on  the  place, 
the  most  important  of  which  is  the  erection  of  the 
substantial  and  commodious  residence  now  adorn- 
ing the  homestead.     During  his  sojourn  in  Kansas 


428 


PORTRAIT  AND  lUOGRATFIICAL   RECORD. 


he  wns  in  the  militia  for  two  and  one-half  months 
and  had  some  experience  of  active  service  on  the 
Kansas  frontier.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a 
Republican,  firm  in  his  adherence  to  the  party  of  his 
choice.  In  his  religious  connection  he  is  a  member 
of  the  German  Baptist  Church  and  contributes 
with  generosity  to  the  support  of  that  denomin- 
ation. 


-^^+^1 


Ij^  ICHEL  W.  HOOVER,  a  well-known  gen- 
I      \l\    eral  agriculturist  of  CavSS  County,  and   a 
I       1^  prominent  citizen  of  Howard  Township, 
^  where  he   owns  and  operates  a  farm  on 

section  5,  is  one  of  the  many  honorable  and  up- 
right men  whom  the  Keystone  State  has  furnished 
to  Michigan.  He  was  born  in  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.,  February  18,  1822,  and  is  the  sun  of  Christian 
and  Catherine  (Bair)  Hoover,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  were  there  reared  and  married.  The 
father  removed  from  Lancaster  County  to  New 
York,  and  in  1824  settled  in  Erie  County,  where 
he  conducted  general  farming  operations.  In 
1843  he  removed  to  St.  Joseph,  Ind.,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six.  His  wife  survived 
him  a  number  of  years,  passing  away  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  eight  children, 
two  daughters  and  six  sons,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity.  The  sixth  child  in  order  of  birth  is  the 
sul)ject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  two  years  old  at 
the  time  the  family  removed  to  Erie  County,  N. 
Y.  There  he  grew  to  a  sturdy,  self-reliant  man- 
hood, and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  commenced  to 
learn  the  trade  of  a  cooper  at  Williams vi lie,  the 
same  county.  He  came  West  to  Indiana  in  1840, 
and  worked  at  his  trade  in  Mishawaka,  St.  Joseph 
County,  Ind.,  for  about  ten  years.  November  11, 
1847,  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  native 
of  Stark  County,  Ohio,  who  was  born  in  1828. 
Whin  aV)out  eight  years  of  age  she  accompanied 
her  parents  to  Indiana  and  grew  to  womanhood  in 
St.  Jose  pi  I  County. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  settled  on  a  farm 
consisting  of  one   hundred  and   forty  acres  in  St. 


Joseph  County,  Ind.,  but  some  time  later  he  re- 
moved to  La  Grange  County,  that  State,  and  re- 
sided on  a  farm  there  for  three  years.  He  then 
purchased  the  old  homestead  in  St.  Joseph  Count}^ 
but  after  residing  there  for  three  years  disposed 
of  the  property  and  came  to  Cass  County,  where 
he  purchased  his  present  farm  in  1869.  He  and 
his  wife  have  been  the  parents  of  nine  children: 
William  H.;  Andrew  H.;  Harriet  I.,  wife  of  George 
Ilofferbert;  Sarah  A.,  who  is  with  her  parents; 
Emma  S.,  the  wife  of  Simon  M.  Witwer;  Augusta 
A.,  deceased;  John  F.,  who  operates  the  home 
farm;  Elmer  A.,  who  is  at  home;  and  Anna,  de- 
ceased. 

The  fine  property  of  Mr.  Hoover  consists  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  acres,  mostly  under  cul- 
tivation. Many  lessons  may  be  learned  from  the 
example  of  his  useful  and  honorable  life,  for  he 
commenced  in  the  agricultural  business  poor  and 
without  resources,  but  through  industry  and  good 
judgment,  combined  with  sound  common-sense, 
he  has  attaijied  a  position  of  independence  and  in- 
fluence. In  his  religious  connections,  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  and  has 
served  as  Deacon  in  that  denomination.  Politi- 
call3%  he  is  a  Republican,  but  has  never  mingled 
actively  in  public  affairs,  preferring  the  tranquil 
enjoyment  of  domestic  life  and  associations.  In 
1890  he  erected  a  two-stor\^  modern  residence,  at 
a  cost  of  $1,500,  which  is  one  of  the  most  comfort- 
able homes  in  the  community. 


♦^^E^♦^^♦ 


AMES  H.  COX,  an  influential  citizen  of 
Berrien  County,  and  a  successful  fruit- 
grower of  St.  Joseph  Township,  residing  on 
section  19,  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  on 
the  8th  of  August,  1848.  His  father,  James  G., 
was  also  born  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  where  he 
was  reared  to  manhood  and  married.  About  1850 
he  came  West  to  Indiana  and  settled  in  Cass 
County,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer.     His  wife  having  died  prior  to  his  West- 
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ward  removal,  he  was  again  married,  choosing  as 
his  wife  Miss  Maria,  daughter  of  James  Twells,  a 
native  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Upon  locating  in  Cass  County,  James  G.  Cox 
purchased  six  hundred  acres  of  land  and  there  de- 
voted his  attention  to  the  improvement  and  cul- 
tivation of  the  place,  which  he  made  his  home  un- 
til his  death,  in  September,  1862.  His  wife  passed 
away  in  1875.  They  were  a  worthy  couple,  who 
were  highly  esteemed  in  the  community  where  so 
niany  years  of  their  lives  were  passed.  Kind- 
hearted  and  generous,  i)ossessing  noble  impulses 
and  industrious  liabits,  they  accjuired  a  competency 
of  this  world's  goods,  and  were  enabled  to  give 
good  advantages  to  their  nine  children.  The  pa- 
ternal great-grfind father  of  our  subject  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  his  ancestors  on 
both  sides  of  the  house  were   of  substantial  stock. 

The  nine  children  constituting  the  parental  fam- 
ily all  grew  to  mature  years,  and  four  of  the  num- 
ber are  now  living,  our  subject  being  the  eldest. 
He  was  reared  in  Cass  County,  Ind.,  where  he  car- 
ried on  his  studies  in  both  public  and  piivate 
schools.  At  the  age  of  about  twenty  years  he 
went  to  Kansas,  and  embarking  in  the  stock  busi- 
ness, was  thus  engaged  for  two  years.  P'or  the 
eighteen  ensuing  years  he  traveled  throughout  the 
Western  States  and  conducted  an  extensive  stock 
business,  meeting  with  fair  success  in  his  enter- 
prises. This  roving  life,  however,  was  not  exactly 
suited  to  his  tastes,  and  he  finally  returned  to  his 
childhood's  home  in  Indiana. 

March  25,  1885,  Mr.  Cox  and  Miss  Martha  Yan- 
ties  were  united  in  marriage  in  Cass  County,  Ind. 
The  bride  was  the  daughter  of  Robert  Yanties,  a 
prominent  and  successful  general  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Cass  County,  Ind.,  where  she  was  born. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Cox  located  in  Chicago, 
where  he  secured  a  position  in  the  Studebaker 
Bros.'  Wagon  Manufactory,  remaining  thus  en- 
gaged for  two  years.  In  1890  he  came  to  Berrien 
County  and  located  on  the  place  where  he  now 
resides.  His  fruit  farm  is  one  of  th€  finest  in  the 
township,  and  consists  of  twenty  acres  planted  to 
grapes,  pears,  peaches  and  blackberries.  The  fruits 
are  shipped  principally  to  Chicago  and  Milwaukee, 
and  find  a  ready  sale,     A  successful   fruit-grower 


and  a  keen  and  sagacious  business  man,  Mr.  Cox 
occupies  a  position  of  prominence  in  the  county. 
He  is  liberal  in  politics  and  votes  for  the  man 
whom  he  considers  best  qualified  for  the  office  in 
question.  When  our  subject's  father  left  Balti- 
more, Md.,  for  Indiana  he  had  a  number  of  slaves, 
whom  he  set  free. 


ON  A.  FLETCHER,  an  enterprising  and 
popular  farmer  of  Cass  (Jounty,  whose 
home  is  pleasantly  situated  on  section  10, 
La  Grange  Township,  was  born  in  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  April  7,  1837,  being  the  son  of  William  R. 
and  Sarah  A.  (Stearns)  Fletcher.  The  family 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  America,  and  the  first 
representative  emigrated  to  this  country  in  the 
"Mayfiower."  The  paternal  grandfather,  Russell 
Fletcher,  was  a  native  of  Woodstock,  Vt.,  and 
followed  farming  pursuits.  About  1825  he  re- 
moved from  Vermont  to  Wa^^ne  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  purchased  fifty  acres  and  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising.  When  three 
years  of  age  he  had  scarlet  fever,  which  left  him 
quite  deaf. 

The  union  of  Russell  Fletcher  with  Rachel 
Scott  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  The  others  are:  William 
R.,  Henry  E.  (deceased),  and  Charles  M.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Kalamazoo.  Grandfather  Fletcher  came 
to  Michigan  about  1847  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  in  Kalamazoo  County,  where  he  made  his 
home  for  six  years.  Thence  he  came  to  Cass 
County,  and  here  his  hfe  was  brought  to  a  close 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  William  R.  Fletcher,  was  born  in  Vermont 
in  1807  and  received  a  common-school  education. 
He  went  to  New  York  one  year  prior  to  the 
removal  of  his  parents  thither,  and  for  a  tim^ 
worked  by  the  month  for  others. 

In  1846  William  R.  Fletcher  moved  to  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  and  later  went  to  Kalamazoo 
County,  where  he  v^mg^ined  for  three  years.     Re- 


43U 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


turning  to  Cass  County,  he  purchased  the  farm 
adjoining  the  present  property  belonging  to  our 
subject,  and  through  industry  and  energy  accumu- 
lated landed  possessions  aggregating  four  hun- 
dred ac*es  in  La  Grange  Township.  Politically, 
he  was  a  Democrat  and  at  different  times  he  was 
chosen  to  fill  various  offices  of  trust  in  the  town- 
ship and  county.  He  married  Sarah  A.,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Stearns,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  five  children:  Don.  A.,  Delinda  C,  Caroline 
R.  (widow  of  E.  Hunger),  Joseph  W.,  and  Cecilia 
B.,  who  married  Albert  Stevenson.  The  mother 
of  this  family  passed  away  in  1889,  and  the  father 
died  during  the  following  year. 

After  completing  his  studies  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  district,  our  subject  entered  upon 
the  vocation  of  a  farmer.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  he  married  Sarepta,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Mary  Shurte.  Mrs.  Fletcher  was  born  in  Cass 
County,  October  27, 1838.  Her  father  was  born  in 
New  Jersey  in  1796  and  removed  to  Butler  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  married,  his  wife,  Mary  Wright, 
also  being  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  In  1829  they 
came  to  Cass  County,  being  very  early  settlers  of 
this  part  of  the  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fletcher  are 
the  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  William  I., 
Mary  L.,  Ross  A.  and  Charles  C.  The  eldest  son, who 
resides  in  Oregon,  married  Cora  Jones  and  they 
have  one  child,  Mabel  PI  Mary  L.  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Dowagiac  High  School  and  the  South  Bend 
Commercial  College;  Rossis  also  a  graduate  of  the 
South  Bend  Commercial  College;  Charles  C.  is 
now  a  student  in  the  Cassopolis  High  School. 

Following  his  marriage  Mr.  Fletcher  operated 
as  a  renter  for  a  number  of  years,  but  by  saving 
his  earnings  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  two 
hundred  and  twenty-six  acres  of  his  father's  farm. 
To  this  he  has  since  added  forty  acres,  the  most 
of  which  has  been  improved  and  placed  under 
cultivation.  As  a  farmer,  he  studies  the  science 
of  agriculture  and  aims  to  raise  only  such  cereals 
as  are  adapted  to  the  soil.  A  neat  set  of  farm 
buildings  may  be  found  upon  the  place,  and  the 
air  of  thrift  noticeable  everywhere  proves  the 
energy  and  industrious  nature  of  the  proprietor. 
Socially,  Mr.  Fletcher  is  identified  with  the  An- 
cient Order  of  United  Workmen,  belonging  to  the 


lodge  at  Cassopolis.  In  political  belief  a  Demo- 
crat, he  is  influential  in  the  ranks  of  his  part}-  and 
has  held  a  number  of  township  offices. 

Besides  the  farm  Mr.  Fletcher  owns  a  one-third 
interest  in  the  gristmill  at  La  Grange. 


i^^l^-i^li^#!#l 
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ARIUS  BOYNTON.  Anotherof  the  promi- 
nent fruit-growers  of  Hagar  Township  is 
Darius  Boy n ton,  a  man  of  recognized 
influence  and  ability,  who  by  a  systematic 
and  careful,  thorough  manner  of  work  has  attained 
to  a  success  which  is  justly  deserved.  Since  1862 
he  has  been  a  resident  of  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
and  during  that  time  his  career  has  been  upright 
and  honorable,  and  he  has  won  a  host  of  warm 
friends.  Many  are  the  changes  w^hich  have  oc- 
curred since  this  worthy  citizen  located  here,  and 
he  has  witnessed  the  growth  of  what  was  once  a 
vast  forest  to  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  in- 
fluential counties  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Boynton  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  acres  of  land,  and  most  of  this  he  him- 
self has  improved.  He  was  born  in  Addison 
County,  Vt.,  and  in  that  State  made  his  home  un- 
til twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  moved  to 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  There  he  met  and  married 
Miss  Lucy  P].  Hanford,  with  whom  he  came  to 
Michigan  in  1850.  They  settled  in  Wayne  Count}^ 
and  one  year  later  Mrs.  Boynton  died.  About 
1854  Mr.  Boynton  married  Miss  Helen  M.  Olcott, 
whose  parents  were  old  settlers  of  Wayne  County, 
and  three  years  later  moved  to  Jackson  County, 
Mich.  From  there,  in  1862,  he  moved  to  Berrien 
County,  where  he  carried  on  a  fruit  farm  east  of 
Benton  Harbor,  and  he  has  been  engaged  in  fruit- 
growing for  the  most  part  ever  since. 

He  has  met  with  unusual  success  in  that  calling, 
and  what  he  has  accumulated  in  the  way  of  this 
workFs  goods  has  been  from  the  interest  he  has 
taken  in  this  industry.  He  has  one  of  the  most 
extensive  peach  orchards  in  the  county,  about  two 
thousand  five  hundred  trees,  most  of  them  bear- 
ing, and  he  has  four  acres  in  a  vineyard.    Kvery- 
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thing  about  his  [)lace  indicates  that  an  experienced 
hand  is  at  the  helm  and  the  farm  is  kept  in  perfect 
order  and  neatness.  He  also  raises  any  quantity 
of  small  fruit,  etc.,  and  ships  to  Chicago  and  other 
points.  The  utmost  vigilance  is  made  necessary 
in  view  of  the  i)erishable  character  of  the  goods, 
expedition  being  used  in  transportation  and  in 
selling.  No  one  understands  his  business  more 
thoroughly  than  Mr.  Boynton. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boynton  were  born  five 
children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living.  Robert 
A.  died  in  the  year  1872,  when  eleven  years  of 
age;  Delia  became  the  wife  of  Henry  K.  Beach, 
of  Washington;  Fannie  is  the  wife  of  E.  J.  Stan- 
ton; INI.  Lillian  is  a  resident  of  Chicago;  and 
Harry  is  a  resident  of  Washington.  Mr.  Boyn- 
ton's  parents  were  native  Vermonters,  and  in  that 
State  they  grew  up  and  were  married.  There  they 
reared  seven  children,  of  whom  Mr.  Boynton  was 
third  in  order  of  birth.  Politically,  he  is  a  stanch 
supporter  of  Democratic  principles,  and  his  vote 
has  ever  been  cast  with  that  party. 


I  LEXANDER  HALLIDAY.  There  is  no 
i(^74Jl  finer  farm  in  Lincoln  Township  than  the 
(fi  ''Cedar  Bluff  Fruit  Farm,"  which  occupies 
a  picturesque  location  on  section  16,  and 
is  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  most  highly-improved 
estates  in  Berrien  County.  Mr.  Halliday,  under 
whose  personal  supervision  all  the  improvements 
have  been  made,  is  an  enterprising  business  man, 
and  through  his  judicious  management  and  un- 
wearied exertions  he  has  attained  to  a  measure  of 
success  not  usually  enjoyed.  In  1890  he  erected 
the  commodious  residence  which  now  adorns  the 
place,  and  from  the  upper  stories  may  be  obtained 
a  beautiful  view  of  Lake  Michigan  and  the  coun- 
try for  miles  around. 

From  his  Scotch  ancestors  Mr.  Halliday  has  in- 
herited the  qualities  of  persistence  and  thrift 
characteristic  of  that  people.  Fie  himself  is  a 
native  of  Scotland,  having  been  born  in  Berwick- 
shire, June   24,  1842,     His  paternal  grandfather, 


Alexander  Halliday,  Sr.,  was  a  Scotchman  and  had 
a  family  of  six  children,  two  of  whom  were 
prominent  clergymen  in  the  church  of  England. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  Andrew  Halliday,  was 
born  in  Berwickshire,  Scotland,  and  grew  to  n^an- 
hood  in  that  country,  where  he  married  Miss  Helen 
Red[)ath.  He  followed  agricultural  pursuits  in  his 
native  land. 

Emigrating  to  America  in  1844,  Mr.  Halliday 
settled  in  Norfolk  County  (now  Ontario),  Canada, 
where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  and  engaged  in 
farming  pursuits  until  liis  death.  His  wife  is  still 
living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Norfolk  County. 
He  met  with  considerable  success  in  his  business 
ventures  and  acquired  the  ownership  of  hundreds 
of  acres  in  Canada.  In  his  religious  views  he  ac- 
cepted the  doctrine  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  for  many  years  he  served  as  Deacon.  He 
and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  all 
of  whom  reached  manhood  and  womanhood,  and 
seven  are  now  living.  The  only  member  of  the 
family,  excepting  our  subject,  who  resides  in  the 
United  States  is  Robert,  of  this  county. 

In  Norfolk  County,  Canada,  our  subject  grew  to 
manhood  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  millwright,  at 
which  he  was  employed  until  he  left  the  province. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  went  to  Kankakee, 
111.,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of  millwright  and 
was  also  engaged  in  carpenter  work  for  eight 
years.  While  there,  in  1869,  he  married  Miss 
Maggie  II.,  the  daughter  of  Ephraim  Doyle.  Mrs. 
Halliday  was  born  in  Pennsjivania,  and  in  her 
girlhood  moved  to  Kankakee,  where  she  held  the 
position  of  teacher  in  the  Presbyterian  School. 
She  was  well  educated  in  the  seminary  at  Hunting- 
don, Pa.,  and  engaged  in  the  profession  of  a 
teacher  for  about  fifteen  years. 

In  1870  Mr.  Halliday  came  to  Berrien  County 
and  located  on  section  16,  Lincoln  Township, 
where  he  bought  twenty  acres.  He  added  to  his 
property  until  he  had  acquired  the  ownership  of 
seventy-five  acres,  and  at  the  present  time  he  and 
his  wife  have  forty  acres  of  well-improved  land. 
Here  he  has  planted  fruit  trees  and  engages  in 
raising  small  fruits  of  the  best  varieties.  While 
he  has  met  with  more  than  ordinary  success,  he 
has  also  met  with  reverses.  In  1883  lie  was  burned 
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out  b}^  fire,  losing  his  residence,  and  entailing  a 
heavy  loss.  But  he  was  undaunted  by  misfortune, 
and  set  himself  to  work  at  once  to  retrieve  his  for- 
tunes. It  was  not  long  before  he  had  replaced  the 
building,  with  one  more  substantial  and  conveni- 
ent, and  his  farm  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  township. 
j\lr.  and  Mrs.  Halliday  have  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  have  reared  an  adopted  son,  Charles,  a 
promising  young  man  of  twenty-one  years. 

A  man  of  note  in  the  community,  Mr.  Halliday 
has  served  for  six  years  as  a  member  of  the  Coun- 
ty Board  of  Supervisors  and  is  the  present  (1893) 
incumbent  of  the  office.  For  two  years  he  filled 
the  position  of  Tax  Collector  and  he  has  also 
served  as  Treasurer  of  the  township.  In  his  polit- 
ical views  he  endorses  the  platform  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  is  one  of  its  leaders  in  the 
locality.  Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  chapter  and  council,  and  St. 
Joseph  Lodge.  Mr.  Halliday  is  a  thoroughly 
juactical  and  experienced  man,  of  superior  business 
attainments,  and  by  close  attention  to  the  details 
of  his  chosen  occupation  has  secured  justly-merited 
success. 


-^ 


-f- 


WH     and  pi 


I'LLIAM  D.  JONES,  a  successful  business 
esiding  in  Dowagiac,  is  the  owner 
proprietor  of  the  grocery  store  lo- 
cated on  the  corner  of  Front  and  CommerciaP 
Streets.  Since  1877,  when  he  emarked  in  the  busi- 
ness, he  has  built  up  a  lucrative  and  extensive 
trade  and  has  gained  the  confidence  of  the  people 
to  a  degree  not  usuall3'  enjoyed.  In  his  establish- 
ment he  carries  a  complete  assortment  of  crockery, 
staple  and  fancy  groceries,  vegetables  in  their  sea- 
son, and  also  has  a  market,  where  the  best  grades 
of  fresh  meats  may  be  obtained. 

Among  the  pioneers  of  Cass  County  prominent 
mention  belongs  to  Oilman  C.  Jones,  the  father  of 
our  subject.  He  was  born  in  Hopkinton,  N.  H., 
July  12,  1819,  being  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Lydia 
(Straw)  Jones.  Jacob  Jones  was  the  first  repre- 
sentative of  the  family  in  this  country  and  he  was 
an  early  settler  of  New  Hampshire,     He  served  as 


a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  was  afterward  an 
officer  in  the  State  militia.  Of  his  ten  children, 
Oilman  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth,  and  he 
was  reared  in  New  Hampshire,  being  educated  at 
Pembroke.  About  1844  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
settled  in  Cass  County,  where  for  a  time  he  taught 
in  the  schools  of  Cassopolis.  Later  he  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  business,  becoming  one  of  the 
pioneer  merchants  of  the  place,  and  was  in  partner- 
ship with  two  gentlemen  under  the  firm  name  of 
Lybrook,  Lofland  &  Jones. 

When  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  was  [)ut 
through  Dowagiac,  Oilman  Jones  came  hither,  and 
with  his  brother  erected  the  large  brick  store  now 
occupied  by  Mark  Oppenheim,  the  tailor.  In  con- 
nection with  dry  goods  he  also  carried  a  large 
stock  of  drugs  and  hardware  and  conducted  a  gen- 
eral business  until  1876,  when  he  retired.  His 
first  marriage  was  to  Miss  Laura,  daughter  of 
James  Dickson,  an  early  settler  of  Cass  County. 
Five  children  were  born  of  the  union,  only  two  of 
whom  now  survive:  our  subject  and  Dan,  the  lat- 
ter being  the  proprietor  of  the  Buena  Vista //era /d, 
published  at  Buena  Vista,  Colo.  In  1872  Oilman 
Jones  married  Miss  Amanda  Wall,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  four  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living  and  make  their  home  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Politically,  Oilman  Jones  was  a  Democrat,  al- 
though during  the  Civil  War  he  acted  with  the 
Republican  part3^  In  1860  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  State  Senator,  in  which  he  served  with 
distinction.  He  was  a  strong  anti-slavery  man, 
and  assisted  in  raising  troops  for  the  defense  of 
the  Union.  As  President  of  the  Village  Board 
and  Supervisor  of  Silver  Creek  Township,  he  was 
instrumental  in  securing  many  improvements  here. 
An  energetic,  determined  man,  he  was  successful 
in  whatever  he  undertook,  and  occupied  a  high 
place  in  the  regard  of  the  people.  In  his  religious 
belief  he  was  a  Universalist.  His  death  occurred 
in  May,  1889. 

Born  in  Dowagiac,  September  26,  1854,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  reared  here  and  gained  a 
good  education  in  the  public  schools.  After  leav- 
ing school  he  became  salesman  for  his  father,  and 
continued  thus  occupied  until  the  retirement  of 
the  senior  Mr,  Jones  in  1876,     During   the   fol- 
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lowing  year  our  subject  engaged   in    business  for 
himself  and  rapidly  gained  a  place  among  the  sub- 
stantial business  men   of   Dowagiac.     A  Democrat 
in  politics,  he  has  held  the  office  of  City  Treasurer 
for  two   terms  and  served  as    Alderman    for  six 
years,  representing   the   First  Ward   in   the    City 
Council.     At  present  he  is  Chairman  of  the  Demo- 
cratic County  Central  Committee.     lie  is  interested 
in  politics  and  has  served  as  delegate  to  the  State 
convention  a  number  of  times,     lie    was   the  ori-    ^ 
ginator  of  the  paid  fire  department  in   this  place,   | 
and  also  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  building  of   | 
the  water  works  here. 


'  08EPH  I.  JOHNSON  A  brief  review  of  the 
salient  points  in  the  life  of  this  useful  and 
upright  man  will  be  of  interest,  not  alone 
^5^^  to  the  people  of  Niles,  of  which  city  he  is  a 
resident,  but  also  to  the  citizens  of  Berrien  County, 
where  he  is  well  and  favorably  known.  At  pres- 
ent he  is  not  actively  engaged  in  business,  although 
his  real-estate  interests  are  extensive  and  require 
considerable  attention  on  his  part.  In  former 
years  he  was  engaged  in  railroading,  and  much  of 
his  active  life  has  been  devoted  to  that  line  of 
work. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  in  Monroe  Co unt}^  N.  Y., 
October  17,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  11.  (Randall)  Johnson,  natives  of  Maine. 
Both  the  paternal  and  maternal  ancestors  were 
English  people,  and  representatives  of  both  fami- 
lies early  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  a  sailor,  and  died  in  New 
York  during  the  year  1836,  when  his  son  was  a 
mere  infant.  The  latter  was  brought  to  Michigan 
by  his  mother  when  three  years  old,  and  with  her 
settled  in  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
The  rudiments  of  his  education  were  acquired  in 
the  common  schools  of  that  city,  but  his  schooling  i 
was  limited,  and  his  education  has  been  gained 
principally  in  the  great  school  of  experience. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  Mr.  Johnson  began 
Ills  active  business  life.     His  first  position  was  that 

21 


of  fireman  on  a  locomotive,  in  which  capacity  he 
continued  for  some  time.  He  also  held  various 
other  positions  on  railroads  until  1852,  when  he 
took  charge  of  the  construction  train  on  the  Mich- 
igan Central  Railroad.  That  work  occupied  his 
attention  for  some  time,  and,  having  been  satisfac- 
torily finished,  he  accepted  a  position  as  Road  mas- 
ter, in  which  capacity  he  served  until  January, 
1881.  An  accident  at  that  time  caused  the  loss  of 
a  limb,  and  compelled  him  to  retire  from  railroad 
work. 

In  1881  Mr.  Johnson  became  proprietor  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Dining  Hall  at  Niles,  which  he 
conducted  successfully  for  eleven  years,  selling 
the  business  November  1,  1892.  He  is  a  man  who 
takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  progress  of  the  city  of 
Niles,  and  contributes  his  quota  to  its  advance- 
ment. He  is  loyal  to  every  cause  he  espouses,  and 
is  a  zealous  champion  of  the  platform  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  Socially,  he  is  identified  actively 
with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and 
also  holds  membership  in  Niles  Lodge  No.  17, 
A.  F.  (fe  A.  M. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  January  1,  1862,  to 
Miss  Maiy,  daughter  of  James  and  Ella  (Blake) 
Allen,  natives  of  Ireland,  where  Mrs.  Johnson  was 
also  born.  The  mother  died  in  her  native  land. 
Mr.  Allen  is  a  resident  of  Tolono,  111.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  our  subject  and  wife: 
Ella,  wife  of  William  Miley,  a  resident  of  Niles; 
and  Nettie  M.,  who  resides  with  her  parents.  The 
social  position  occupied  by  the  family  is  one  of 
prominence.  They  maintain  a  constant  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  those  about  them,  and  their  ear- 
nest and  benevolent  natures  endear  them  to  all 
their  acquaintances. 


jIT^RANK  AT  WOOD.  The  Atwood  family  is 
jp^  one  of  the  prominent  ones  of  Wayne 
'ks  Township,  Cass  County,  for  its  members 
have  been  identified  with  its  interests  from  an 
early  day,  and  have  ever  been  upright  and  honor- 
able citizens.     Wells  H.  Atwood,  the  grandfather 
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of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  which 
Slate  he  left  in  1836  to  come  to  Michigan.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Wayne  Township, 
and  located  on  section  20, "Oak  Opening,"  where  he 
made  a  permanent  settlement.  Later  in  life  he 
retired  to  Dowagiac,  and  there  received  his  final 
summons  in  1864.  Three  of  his  children  are  now 
living:  Lafayette;  James,  who  resides  in  Dowagiac; 
and  Roxanna,  who  makes  her  home  in  Wayne 
Township. 

Lafayette  Atwood,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York  in  1824,  and 
in  1836  came  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  with  his 
father.  Here  he  was  married  to  Miss  Adeline 
Allen,  who  was  also  born  in  the  Empire  State,  but 
who  came  with  her  parents  to  Cass  County,  Mich., 
at  an  early  date.  Her  father,  Gideon  Allen,  was  a 
farmer  and  a  very  successful  one.  Three  of  his 
children  are  now  living:  Henry,  who  resides  in 
Wayne  Township;  Ann  Eliza,  who  makes  her 
home  in  Dowagiac;  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Taylor,  of 
Wayne  Township.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
celebrated  their  union  in  Wayne  Township,  and 
later  settled  on  the  farm,  "Oak  Opening,''  at  a  time 
when  very  few  improvements  had  been  made.  Mrs. 
Atwood  died  in  1864,  but  Mr.  Atwood  still  sur- 
vives in  this  township.  He  was  married  the 
second  time,  but  no  children  were  born  to  this 
union.  By  the  first  marriage  three  children  were 
born,  but  our  subject  is  the  only  survivor.  The 
father  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  township 
affairs  and  is  one  of  the  foremost  and  most  sub- 
stantial farmers  of  his  section.  Formerly  a  Whig 
in  politics,  he  is  now  a  Republican  and  has  held  a 
number  of  township  offices.  He  has  been  High- 
way Commissioner  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Review. 

Many  of  the  most  active  and  enterprising  resi- 
dents of  Cass  County  are  natives  of  the  county  and 
have  here  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives.  In 
them  we  find  men  of  true  loyalty  to  the  interests 
of  this  part  of  the  State,  who  understand,  as  it  were 
b}^  instinct,  the  needs,  social  and  industrial,  of  this 
vicinity,  and  who  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
its  resources.  They  are  therefore  better  adapted 
to  succeed  here  than  a  stranger  could  be  and  are 
probably   without  exception   warmly  devoted  to 


the  prosperity  of  their  native  place.  Such  a  man 
we  find  in  the  person  of  Frank  Atwood,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Wayne  Townshi[), 
August  12,  1852,  and  was  early  trained  to  the 
duties  of  the  farm.  His  scholastic  training  was 
received  in  the  Union  School  at  Dowagiac  and  the 
district  school  in  Wayne  Township.  In  the  year 
1873  he  niarried  Miss  Belle  Ingling,  a  native 
of  Fenn  Townsliip,  this  county,  born  July  13, 
1857,  and  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Jane 
(Stanard)  Ingling,  natives  respectively  of  Ohio 
and  New  York.  Her  parents  reside  in  Dowagiac. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atwood  have  lived  on  their  present 
farm  ever  since  their  marriage  and  are  the  parents 
of  three  children:  Fred  O.,  Fay  and  Cora.  Our 
subject  is  interested  in  school  work,  has  been  a 
school  oHicer  since  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
has  given  his  children  good  educations.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen,  and  m  politics 
is  a  Democrat,  although  formerly  a  Republican.  He 
was  School  Inspector  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
also  served  as  Town  Clerk  for  several  years,  and 
is  now  serving  his  first  term  as  Supervisor  of  the 
Township.  The  furm  comprises  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres. 


^' 


C GEORGE  MORLEY,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
—  Berrien  County  and  a  successful  fruit-grower 
jl  of  Lincoln  Township,  residing  on  section 
16,  was  born  in  Pliiladelphia,  Pa.,  on  the  14th  of 
March,  1847.  His  father,  William  Morley,  was  a 
native  of  P^ngland,  and  there  engaged  in  business 
as  a  machinist;  he  also  gave  considerable  attention 
to  the  knitting  business.  After  his  marriage  to 
Miss  Susan  Timpson,  he  emigrated  to  America,  and 
for  a  time  sojourned  in  Massachusetts.  Later  he 
removed  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  followed  the 
machine  and  knitting  business  for  a  number  of 
years.  Some  time  since  he  retired  from  active 
business  and  now,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy- 
six  years,  is  living  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  His  good 
wife  is  now  (1893)  seventy-two.  The  aged  couple 
are  hale  and  vigorous,  notwithstanding  their  years. 
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Tlio  family  of  wbicli  our  subject  is  a  member 
consisted  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  nine  sur- 
vived to  mature  years,  and  eight  are  now  living. 
They  were  all  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Episcoi)al 
Church,  of  which  tlieir  mother  is  a  member.  The 
father,  w^hile  not  identified  with  any  denomination, 
has  always  contributed  with  liberality  to  church 
work.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  his  [)olitical  opinions, 
and  has  for  many  years  been  an  earnest  advocate 
of  free  trade.  In  the  city  of  his  birth  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  manhood.  In  youth 
he  learned  the  trade  of  a  machinist  and  was 
em[)loyed  in  a  knitting  factory.  As  a  child,  he 
studied  in  the  common  schools  of  Philadelphia, 
but  his  schooling  was  discontinued  at  the  age  of 
thirteen,  when  he  commenced  to  loarn  his  trade. 

When  a  youth  of  nineteen  Mr.  Morley  assumed 
the  management  of  the  Hall  &  Yezin  Knitting 
Works,  of  Philadelphia,  and  remained  in  that  po- 
sition until  1880.  At  that  time  the  firm  of  Cooper, 
Wells  &  Co.,  of  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  brought  him  to 
this  city  as  Superintendent  of  their  knitting  works, 
and  after  working  for  eight  years  in  that  capacity 
he  purchased  the  place  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  Here  he  has  thirty-five  acres,  of  which 
about  one-half  has  been  set  out  in  fruit  trees,  in- 
cluding the  best  varieties  of  ai)ples,  pears  and 
peaches.  He  also  raises  berries,  grapes,  etc.  The 
trees  have  been  set  out  quite  recently,  and  will 
soon  be  in  fine  bearing  condition. 

July  1,  1866,  Mr.  Morley  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  Grindrod,  who  was  one  of  sixteen 
children  born  to  the  union  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
(Smith)  Grindrod.  At  the  present  time  (1893) 
seven  of  the  number  are  living.  Her  father  was 
born  HI  England  Sei^tember  4,  1811,  and  on  the 
30th  of  March,  1834,  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Smith. 
In  1857  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  lo- 
cated in  Philadelphia,  where  he  followed  the  trade 
of  a  dyer.  The  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Morley 
was  a  Mason  and  mysteriously  disappeared  in 
England.  Her  maternal  great-grandmother  at- 
tained to  the  great  old  age  of  one  hundred  and 
four  years.  In  childhood  our  subject  and  Mary 
Grindrod  lived  in  the  same  city,  and  when  only 
eleven  years  old  they  worked  together  in  a  factory, 
wher^  they  continued  to  be  employed  until  their 


marriage.  They  are  highly  regarded  throughout 
the  community,  and  are  prominent  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Church. 

In  regard   to  social  connections,  Mr.  Morley  is 
identified    with   the    Independent   Order   of  Odd 
Fellows,  belonging  to  the  encampment,  and  is  also 
a  member  of- the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  American 
Mechanics*  Society  and  various  temperance  organi- 
zations.    Politically,  he  has  always  cast  his  ballot 
!    for  the  candidates  and  platform  of  the  Republican 
i    party.     He  has  attained  prominence  and  success  as 
I    the  result  of   patient   perseverance  and    energetic 
I    effort.     His    first   experience    of    business    was  in 
I   youth,  when  he  loaned  some  money  to  a  building 
I    and   loan  association,  and   the  result  was  so  satis- 
I    factory  tllat  he  has  always  spoken  very  highly  of 
I    these  societies  since  that  time.     While  residing  in 
I    German  town.  Pa.,  he  became  the  possessor  of  two 
I    cannon  balls  used  in   the   battle   of  Germantown, 
i    and  years  afterward  taken    from   the   walls   of  an 
old  house  in  the  village.     These  balls  are  made  out 
of  stone.     At  the  battle  of  Germantown   they  ran 
out  of  ammunition  and  made  use  of  stone  for  can- 
non balls. 


AVID  JUDSON,  for  many  years  one  of  the 
most  successful  instructors  in  the  West 
and  now  a  fruit-grower  residing  in  St. 
Joseph  Township,  Berrien  County,  was 
born  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  June  12,  1829. 
He  is  the  son  of  Henry  Lyman  Judson,  a  native  of 
Fairfield  County,  Conn.,  born  on  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1795,  and  reared  in  the  city  of  Danbury, 
Conn.,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  achairmaker. 
Later  removing  to  New  York,  he  located  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  where  he  resided  until  1836. 
From  New  York  he  removed  to  Michigan,  and 
purchased  a  tract  of  unimproved  land  in  Hillsdale 
County,  to  the  clearing  and  cultivation  of  which 
he  gave  his  attention  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
succeeded  in  bringing  the  place  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  it  reaching  a  foremost  rank  among  the 
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farms  of  tlie  county.  Upon  the  old  homestead  his 
eyes  closed  in  death,  September  9,  1840. 

Throughout  Hillsdale  County  Mr.  Judson  was 
known  and  esteemed.  By  his  untiring  labor  for 
the  welfare  of  the  community  and  the  good  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  he  left  an  influence  which  extended 
so  perce])tibly  beyond  the  home  circle  that  it 
called  forth  a  universal  benediction  of  honor 
upon  him  who  so  nobly  lived  and  labored.  His 
wife  was  Catherine,  daughter  of  John  Christie. 
She  was  born  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  on  the  3d  of  De- 
cember, 1785,  and  died  in  Branch  County,  Mich., 
February  12,  1857.  Her  childhood  years  were 
passed  in  the  city  of  Albany,  whence  she  moved  to 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  from  there  accom- 
panied her  husband  to  Michigan. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  four  children, 
of  whom  two  are  deceased,  Mary  Jane  and  Mar- 
gery. The  survivors  are  David,  of  this  sketch,  and 
Henry  Gilbert,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Hillsdale  County,  this  State.  David  was  a  child 
of  seven  years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents 
in  their  removal  from  the  Empire  State  to  Michi- 
gan. His  boyhood  years  were  spent  upon  the 
home  farm  in  Hillsdale  County,  where  he  aided 
his  father  in  the  usual  routine  of  agricultural 
work,  and  for  a  time  he  conducted  his  studies  in  a 
neighboring  school.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five  he 
entered  Hillsdale  College,  where  he  availed  him- 
self to  the  utmost  of  the  opportunities  offered 
him. 

Upon  leaving  College,  Mr.  Judson  went  to 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  where  for  two  years  he  engaged 
in  teaching  in  the  common  schools.  From  that 
cit}^  he  went  to  Lansing,  Iowa,  in  1864,  where  he 
accepted  the  position  of  Principal  of  the  graded 
schools.  During  the  same  year,  on  the  8th  of  Sep- 
tember, at  Racine,  Wis.,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Helen  E.,  daughter  of  Hon.  George  W. 
Selden,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Racine 
County,  Wis.,  and  a  member  of  the  State  Legis- 
ture  of  Wisconsin.  Returning  to  Lansing  ac- 
companied by  his  wife,  Mr.  Judson  resumed  his 
professional  labors,  and  for  four  years  filled  the 
position  of  Principal  of  schools,  while  his  wife  was 
assistant  Principal. 

In    the   autumn  of    1868   Mr.  Judson    came    to 


Berrien  County  and  purchased  the  place  where  he 
now  resides.  He  did  not,  however,  locate  here  at 
that  time,  but  for  two  years  engaged  in  teaching 
in  Berrien  County.  In  1871  he  and  his  wife  re- 
turned to  Lansing,  Iowa,  where  they  taught  in  the 
schools  for  three  years.  Thence  they  returned  to 
Berrien  County,  and  for  one  year  (1874-75)  after 
coming  back  to  Michigan  Mr.  Judson  was  Princi- 
pal of  the  St.  Joseph  schools. 

In  1875  Prof.  Judson  removed  to  Waukon,  Al- 
lamakee County,  Iowa,  where  he  was  Principal  of 
the  schools  for  five  years,  his  wife  being  one  of 
his  assistants.  Subsequently  he  had  charge  of  the 
schools  in  Yillisca,  Montgomery  County,  Iowa, 
for  one  year,  and  the  school  at  Red  Cloud,  Neb., 
for  two  years.  In  1884  he  discontinued  teaching 
and  has  since  resided  upon  section  36,  St.  Joseph 
Township.  The  farm  consists  of  ten  acres  and  is 
devoted  to  the  raising  of  pears,  apples,  strawberries, 
etc.  Both  as  a  teacher  and  a  fruit-grower,  Mr. 
Judson  has  been  successful.  During  the  period 
of  more  than  twenty  years  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged in  teaching,  he  was  the  instructor  of  many 
men  who  have  ^ince  gained  prominence  in  business 
and  political  circles,  and  who  attribute  their  suc- 
cess in  no  small  degree  to  his  painstaking  efforts 
and  cheerful  assistance. 

In  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community  and  the  best  interests  of  the  nation, 
Mr.  Judson  maintains  a  deep  sympathy,  and  all 
measures  having  for  their  object  the  promotion  of 
benevolent  projects  or  public-spirited  enterprises 
receive  his  hearty  co-operation.  In  his  political 
belief,  he  is  a  Republican.  He  has  held  the  ollice 
of  School  Inspector  of  the  township  and  Highway 
Commissioner,  and  has  also  served  as  Treasurer  of 
his  school  district  for  the  past  six  years. 

TEPHEN  COOK.  Na  more  highly  re- 
spected and  esteemed  citizen  lives  in  Hagar 
Township  than  the  one  of  whom  we  write, 
who  has  done  business  here  for  many  years, 
and  throughout  all  that  time  has  so  conducted 
himself  as  to  earn  the  Just  admiration  and  regard 
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of  his  neighbors.  lie  is  not  only  one  of  the  old 
settlers  of  the  county,  but  one  of  the  prominent 
fruit  and  berry  growers  of  the  same.  He  needs  no 
introduction  to  the  people  of  Herrien  Count\',  for 
a  long  residence  here  and,  above  all,  a  career  of 
usefulness  and  prominence  have  given  him  a  very 
extensive  acquaintance. 

He  is  a  son^of  the  Empire  State,  born  in  Cay- 
uga Count}^  in  1823,  and  is  one  of  twelve  children 
born  to  Henry  and  Maria  (Mumbrue)  Cook,  na- 
tives also  of  the  Stale  of  New  York.  At  an  earl}" 
date  the  parents  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Calhoun  County,  when  it  was  a  complete  wilder- 
ness, and  on  the  edge  of  what  w^as  known  as  Cook's 
Prairie.  Henry  Cook  was  a  man  possessed  of  more 
than  the  ordinary  attainments,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Legislature  when  the  State  was  a  Territory. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  son, 
William,  brother  of  our  subject,  served  two  terms 
in  the  State  Legislature,  and  the  same  length  of 
time  in  the  Senate.  He  was  a  prominent  man  of 
the  State,  but  is  now  deceased.  Our  subject  has 
three  brothers  in  Calhoun  and  one  in  this  county. 

The  original  of  this  notice  passed  his  boyhood 
and  youth  in  Calhoun  Count}^  and  in  addition  to 
his  primary  education  attended  the  academy  in 
Homer.  He  was  but  small  when  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  Michigan,  and  as  a  consequence  nearly 
all  his  recollections  are  of  tliis  State.  He  assisted 
his  father  in  clearing  the  home  place  of  the  heavy 
timber  with  which  it  was  covered,  and  he  grew  to 
sturdy  manhood  amid  these  wiUl  surroundings. 
June  15,  1868,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  H.  Sheldon,  daughter  of  M.  N.  Sheldon, 
and  tlicir  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four 
children:  Jennie  IL,  wife  of  Daniel  Bailiff,  of  St. 
Joseph;  Stephen  IL;  Jessie,  and  Minnie,  who  died 
in  infancy. 

Mr.  Cook  left  Calhoun  County  and  came  to  Ber- 
rien County  in  1858,  where  he  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county.  He  is 
a  pioneer  in  the  fruit-growing  industry.  For  the 
past  thirty  years  he  has  raised  fruit  for  the  Chi- 
cago markets,  and  as  his  fruit  is  always  fresh  and 
perfect,  he  gets  the  highest  market  price  for  his 
products.  He  owns  two  hundred  acres  of  very 
valuable  land,  having  over  one  mile  of  lake  front, 


and  although  heavily  timbered  when  he  first  set- 
tled on  it,  he  has  cleared  this  all  off  and  erected 
buildings  that  beautify  and  improve  it.  Industri- 
ous and  progressive,  he  has  worked  hard  to  bring 
his  farm  to  its  present  prosperous  condition,  and 
no  man  is  more  worthy  of  success  than  he.  All 
his  life  Mr.  Cook  has  affiliated  with  the  Republi- 
can party  and  has  held  a  number  of  local  offices, 
among  them  Supervisor,  which  position  lie  held 
one  year.  He  and  Mrs.  Cook  are  exemplary  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church. 


--M — ^ 


D~\\  OBERT  R.  ALLP^N  owns  and   resides   upon 
/      a  finely-improved   farm    in    Cass  County, 

and  is  numbered  among  the  most  prosper- 
^  ous  general  agriculturists  in  Howard  Town- 
ship, of  which  he  is  a  prominent  citizen.  He  was 
born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  October  28,  1829. 
His  father,  Asa  L.  Allen,  was  born  in  the  Green 
Mountain  State  on  the  30th  of  April,  1796,  and  in 
his  youth  learned  the  trade  of  a  harness-maker  and 
saddler,  which  he  followed  for  some  time  at  East 
Greenwich,  N.  Y.  The  lady  whom  he  married 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Diantha  Dean,  and  was 
born  in  New  York  on  the  19th  of  June,  1801. 

After  his  marriage  the  senior  Mr.  Allen  located 
in  East  Greenwich,  where  for  many  years  he  en- 
gaged in  the  business  of  a  harness  manufacturer. 
In  1840  he  came  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and 
located  in  Weesaw  Township,  where  he  [)urchased 
a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land  and  commenced 
the  improvement  of  a  farm.  In  the  little  log  cabin 
which  he  erected,  the  family  resided  for  some  time, 
and  the  home,  although  an  humbk^  one,  was  blessed 
with  happy  hearts  and  serene  contentment.  In 
their  advanced  years  they  removed  to  Nih^s,  where 
both  died,  the  father  on  the  4th  of  April,  1854, 
and  the  mother  November  5,  1860. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  eight  children, 

as    follows:  Adaline,  who    was  born   October    15, 

1821,  and  is  now  deceased;  John  L.,  whose  birth 

occurred  October  25,  1823,  now  residing  in  Niles; 

I    Charles    L.,   born   May   25,    1826,  now  of   Niles; 
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Robert  R.,  of  this  sketch;  Harriet  M.,  who  was 
born  November  2,  1832;  Albert,  July  16,  1834, 
and  now  deceased;  Harvey  S.,  born  August  18, 
1836,  also  deceased;  and  Minerva  T.,  whose  birth 
occurred  on  the  18th  of  August,  1838,  and  who 
is  now  deceased.  Of  this  family  our  subject  is 
the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  He  spent  his  early 
childhood  years  in  New  York,  and  after  coming  to 
Michigan  attended  school  for  about  three  years 
during  the  intervals  of  farm  labor. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen,  Mr.  Allen  began  to  be 
self-supporting,  and  for  a  time  worked  by  the 
month  on  a  farm.  After  coming  to  Michigan  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  work- 
ing for  three  years  in  the  employ  of  Alfred  John- 
son, in  Niles.  Altogether  he  spent  about  twelve 
years  at  his  trade,  and  assisted  in  the  erection  of 
houses  in  town  and  throughout  the  country.  Dur- 
ing a  portion  of  the  twelve  years  he  was  with  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  as  foreman  over  the 
carpenters  on  depots  and  bridges.  In  1858  he  ex- 
changed the  duties  of  his  trade  for  the  calling  of 
a  farmer,  and  at  that  time  came  to  the  farm  whereon 
he  has  since  resided.  During  the  same  year  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Emily  Abbe,  who  was  born 
in  Van  Buren  County,  Mich.,  in  1839.  They  are 
the  parents  of  two  daughters:  Grace,  who  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Niles  school;  and  May,  a  graduate  of 
the  Niles  school  and  of  the  Ypsilanti  State  Normal 
School  in  1888,  now  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of 
Benton  Harbor. 

When  Mr.  Allen  located  on  his  present  homestead, 
there  were  no  improvements  here,  but  through  in- 
dustry he  has  succeeded  in  bringing  it  up  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  The  property  consists  of 
one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  and  one-half  acres, 
and  is  embellished  with  modern  improvements, 
chief  among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  fine 
residence,  which  was  erected  in  1880  at  a  cost  otf 
$3,000.  There  are  also  substantial  barns  and  other 
outbuildings  to  be  found  on  all  first-class  farms. 
A  Republican  politically,  he  does  not  take  any  ac- 
tive part  in  public  affairs  other  than  to  cast  his 
ballot  for  the  candidates  of  his  party.  He  is  a 
strong  temperance  man,  and  has  never  used  to- 
bacco in  any  form.  He  is  identified  with  the  Tem- 
ple of  Honor,  being  a  prominent  member  in   that 


organization.  In  liis  religious  connections  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Niles,  in  which  he  has  served  as  Trustee  and 
Steward;  he  has  also  officiated  as  Trustee  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  District  Camp  Meeting  at 
Crystal  Springs. 


AVID  T.  TRUITT.  No  family  of  Milton 
Township  has  been  more  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  its  grow^th,  or  contributed 
more  largely  to  its  development,  than 
that  of  which  the  subject  of  our  sketch  is  an  hon- 
ored member.  His  father,  Peter  Truitt,  was  the 
"father''  of  the  township,  and  named  it  Milton  in 
honor  of  his  early  Delaware  home.  Further  men- 
tion is  made  of  this  worthy  pioneer  on  another 
page  of  this  volume,  in  the  biographical  sketch  of 
James  M.  Truitt. 

Peter  Truitt  was  four  times  married,  David  T. 
being  the  fourth  child  born  of  the  first  marriage. 
He  was  born  in  Sussex  County,  Del.,  June  19, 
1826,  and  was  a  child  of  five  years  when  he  ac- 
companied his  father  to  Michigan  in  1831,  settling 
on  a  farm  in  Cass  County.  In  that  early  day  edu- 
cational advantages  were  limited  to  such  schooling 
as  could  be  obtained  in  the  rude  log  houses,  where 
the  mode  of  instruction  was  scarcely  less  primitive 
than  the  building  itself.  While  Mr.  Truitt,  there- 
fore, had  few  opportunities  for  acquiring  an  edu- 
cation, he  nevertheless  became  well  informed,  as 
he  has  always  been  a  thoughtful  reader  ajid  close 
observer.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  entered 
Albion  College,  and  for  one  and  one-half  years 
prosecuted  his  studies  there  with  the  utmost  dili- 
gence. 

^  In  1852,  stirred  b}^  the  wonderful  gold  excite- 
ment in  California,  Mr.  Truitt  crossed  the  plains 
wish  a  team  and,  arriving  at  his  destination,  en- 
gaged in  mining  for  two  years.  He  then  pur- 
chased twenty  packing  mules  and  conveyed  freight 
from  Carson  City  to  Jacksonville,  Sterling  and 
Eureka.  In  addition  to  that  enterprise,  he  also 
traded  in  groceries  and    produce.     In  1858,  after 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


441 


six  successful  years,  he  returned  home  via  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama  to  New  York  City,  and  thence 
by  raih'oad  to  Michigan,  where  he  resumed  his 
farming  operations  in  Cass  County. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Truitt  occurred  in  Feb- 
luary,  1861,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Agnes  Lov- 
ett,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  New  York,  being 
the  daughter  of  James  and  Emeline  Lovett.  Af- 
ter his  marriage  Mr.  Truitt  located  on  his  present 
homestead,  where  he  has  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  as  good  land  as  is  to  be  found  in  that 
county.  For  man}^  years  he  engaged  in  teaching 
school  both  in  New  York  and  Michigan,  having 
taught  in  Cass  County  and  in  Adrian,  this  State. 
As  a  teacher  he  was  quite  successful,  and  intro- 
duced into  his  schools  many  of  the  methods  that 
are  now  in  general  use. 

In  political  belief,  Mr.  Truitt  voted  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  for  forty  years  or  more,  but  now  gives 
his  influence  and  ballot  to  the  cause  of  Prohibi- 
tion. He  is  a  strong  temperance  man,  and  has 
never  used  tobacco  in  au}^  form.  A  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  he  has 
served  as  Trustee,  and  aided  in  the  erection  of  the 
church  of  that  denomination  here.  His  wife  is 
also  a  member  of  that  church,  and  has  for  many 
years  been  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  Al- 
though not  opposed  to  secret  organizations,  he  is 
not  identified  with  any  at  the  present  time.  He  is 
a  man  of  decided  opinions  and  strong  convictions, 
and  when  resolved  upon  his  course  of  action  al- 
lows nothing  to  swerve  him  from  the  path  of 
duty. 


_^3^E_ 


(ip=^^ 


A1^S  HANSON.  No  State  in  the  Union 
gives  greater  encouragement  to  a  man  who 
desires  to  devote  himself  to  agricultural 
life  than  does  Michigan.  Its  resources  are  almost 
inexhaustible,  and  its  climate  is  adapted  to  the 
cultivation  of  varied  crops.  Among  the  most 
enterprising  and  pushing  of  Berrien  County's 
farmers  is  Lars  Hanson,  who  was  born  in  Den- 
mark April  6,  1834,  a  son  of  Hanson  and  Mary 
(Hanson)  Oleson,  whose  entire  lives  were  spent  in 


Denmark.  The  mother  was  called  from  life  when 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  about  thirteen  years 
of  age,  he  being  the   second  of  their  six  children. 

Lars  Hanson  resided  in  his  native  land  until  he 
was  about  twenty-three  years  old,  and,  owing  to  the 
poor  health  and  extreme  poverty  of  his  parents, 
in  early  childhood  he  was  compelled  to  beg  for 
them  in  order  to  keep  the  wolf  from  the  door. 
At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  began  earning  his  own 
livelihood,  although  he  was  alwaj^s  a  weakly  lad, 
and  when  about  seventeen  years  of  age  lie  hired 
out  to  a  prosperous  and  extensive  farmer  in  Den- 
mark, receiving  125  for  his  first  year's  services. 
After  remaining  in  the  employ  of  this  gentleman 
for  five  years,  he  decided  to  follow  his  step-mo- 
ther's advice  and  come  to  America,  and  upon 
landing  in  this  country  almost  immediately  went 
to  Wisconsin,  and  hired  out  on  a  farm  through 
harvest  time — a  period  of  six  weeks.  At  the 
end  of  this  time  he  went  to  Milwaukee,  and 
shortly  after  to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.  He  arrived  in 
the  latter  place  a  total  stranger,  with  little  of  this 
world's  goods,  and  with  characteristic  energy  at 
once  started  out  to  seek  employment.  After  a 
few  days  he  secured  a  place  as  a  farm  hand  with  a 
man  by  the  name  of  William  Tryon,  with  whom 
he  remained  two  3^ears  and  four  months.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  had  saved  sufficient  means  to 
enable  him  to  purchase  eighty  acres  of  land,  for 
which  he  paid  the  sum  of  $800.  This  land  was 
heavily  timbered,  and  he  at  once  set  to  work  to 
clear  it,  and  this  he  succeeded  in  doing,  and  has 
since  added  to  it  until  he  now  has  an  excellent 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  acres,  located 
about  seven  and  a-half  miles  south  of  St.  Joseph. 
He  has  been  unusually  successful  in  his  chosen 
calling,  and  his  good  fortune  is  due  to  his  integ- 
rity, honesty,  business  ability  and  the  push  which 
is  lacking  in  so  many  young  men. 

In  1869  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Louise 
Seal,  who,  although  American-born,  is  of  German 
descent,  and  by  her  became  the  father  of  five 
children:  John,  Delia,  William,  Charley  and  Ed- 
ward. Since  locating  on  his  present  faim  in  1859, 
Mr.  Hanson  has  exi)erienced  many  hardships,  and 
for  the  seven  years  piior  to  his  marriage  kept 
house  alone.     He   is   a    member  of   the    Farmers' 


442 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Mutual  Fire  Insurance,  has  been  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  of  his  district  twice,  and  filled  the 
position  of  Township  Assessor  for  two  terms.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hanson  are  members  of  the  Free  Meth- 
odisl  Church  at  Tryon's  Corner,  the  building  of 
which  was  due  to  Mr.  Hanson's  liberality  and 
push.  He  founded  the  first  church  of  the  kind  in 
that  section,  and  has  always  been  one  of  its  most 
honored  Trustees.  Schools,  churches,  and  all  things 
for  the  upbuilding  of  Royalton  Township  are  of 
interest  to  him,  and  he  is  a  useful,  influential 
and  highly  respected  citizen. 


^^^ 


^ 


J 


"if/ AMES  WALTON.  Nearly  eighty  years 
have  passed  over  the  head  of  the  venerable 
man  who  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  leav- 
ing their  impress  in  the  whitening  hair  and 
lined  features;  but  while  the  outward  garments  of 
the  soul  show  the  wear  and  tear  of  years,  the  man 
himself  is  richer  and  nobler  and  grander  for  the 
experience  that  each  successive  decade  has  brought 
him.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of 
Oronoko  Township,  and  has  a  comfortable  and 
attractive  home  within  its  borders.  Honorable 
and  upright  in  every  walk  of  life,  his  long  career 
has  been  without  a  blot  or  blemish  to  mar  its 
whiteness. 

Mr.  Walton  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  in 
18 14, and  his  parents,  John  and  Mary  (Sliackeleton) 
Walton,  were  natives  of  the  same  country.  The 
father  was  a  cutter  of  fustian,  corduroy,  velveteen, 
etc.,  but  was  also  interested  in  farming.  He  came 
to  America  in  1841,  settling  in  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
and  there  followed  farming  for  a  few  years.  From 
there  he  came  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  but  after 
a  residence  here  of  a  few  years  returned  to  Penn- 
sylvania, and  died  while  visiting  in  that  State. 
He  and  wife  were  the  parents  of  six  children: 
Hannah,  widow  of  James  Knight,  now  in  Dickson 
County,  Ten n.;  James,  our  subject;  John,  who  died 
in  this  county  in  1865;  Mary  Ann,  widow  of  John 
Lockey,  who  resides  in  this  county;  Priscilla,  de- 
ceased, who  was  the  wife  of    James    Knight,  of 


Pennsylvania;  and  Tamar,  deceased,  the  wife  of 
Gilbert  Jamison,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Walton 
died  in  this  State  some  time  previous  to  the  death 
of  her  husband. 

The  schools  of  Yorkshire,  England,  furnished 
our  subject  with  his  education,  and  he  remained 
in  his  native  country  until  1830,  when  lie  braved 
Neptune's  tender  mercies  and  came  to  America. 
For  about  a  3'ear  he  was  located  in  the  Emi)ire 
State,  and  as  he  came  here  with  limited  means  he 
labored  by  the  month  on  a  farm.  As  he  had 
learned  the  trade  of  his  father,  he  attempted  to 
get  employment  in  New  York  City,  but  was  not 
successful.  From  there  he  went  to  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
and  was  employed  by  a  wool  dealer,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  1850.  Previous  to  this,  in  1842 
and  1847,  he  had  made  trips  to  Michigan,  and 
in  the  latter  year  purchased  his  present  property, 
then  consisting  of  tour  hundred  acres,  of  which  a 
few  acres  were  cleared,  and  on  which  was  a  two- 
story  hewn-log  house.  This  house  was  not  fit  for 
occupancy,  and  Mr.  Walton's  father  and  brother 
erected  a  log  house,  with  the  roof  sloping  only  in 
one  direction. 

Our  subject  occupied  this  house  one  winter,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1851  he  returned  to  Pittsburg, 
where  he  remained  until  1854  or  1855.  At  that 
date  he  returned  and  located  permanently  on  his 
present  property.  He  paid  $i  per  acre  for  his 
farm,  and  he  now  has  one  hundred  and  twent}^- 
fi\e  acres  under  cultivation.  The  remainder  is 
covered  with  a  fine  growth  of  timber.  On  his 
farm  Mr.  Walton  raises  corn,  wheat,  oats,  grasses 
and  has  extensive  apple  and  peach  orchards.  In 
carrying  on  his  large  farm  he  does  not  lose  sight 
of  the  stock-raising  industry,  and  his  broad  acres 
are  covered  with  fine  cattle,  horses  and  sheep. 
His  farm  is  one  of  the  best  improved  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  county,  and  everything  about  it  indi- 
cates to  the  beholder  that  he  is  a  man  of  progress- 
ive ideas  and  advanced  tendencies. 

In  1846  this  worthy  citizen  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  A.  Ray,  an  Irish  lady,  and  the  daughter  of 
natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  Her  mother  in  maid- 
enhood was  Catherine  Hall.  Of  this  family  three 
came  to  America,  viz.:  Mary  A.,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject;  Bessie,  deceased,  who  was  the   wife  of  John 
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Wilson;  and  Jolni,  who  died  in  the  cit}^  of  St. 
Louis.  Mary  A.  and  Bessie  were  twins,  and  tlie 
latter  died  in  St.  Louis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walton's 
union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  nine  children, 
five  of  whom  lived  to  be  men  and  women.  These 
are:  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Edgar  Pennell,  of  this 
county;  Catherine,  wife  of  William  Pennell,  of 
this  county;  Priscilla,  wife  of  C.  E.  French,  also 
of  this  county;  Carrie,  wife  of  William  Flasher, 
of  this  county;  and  Thomas  C,  who  is  at  home. 
Three  children  were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  remainder  in  Michigan.  Those  deceased  were 
named:  Sarah,  elohn,  James  A.,  and  William  H. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Walton  is  independent, 
but  he  believes  in  Prohibition.  Mrs.  Walton  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


V|p^7}RANK  W.  LYLE.  Under  various  names 
ll-Hfe  the  City  Bank  of  Dowagiac  has  existed  for 
lk[  many  years,  and  enjoys  the  distinction  of 

being  the  oldest  established  bank  of  Cass  County. 
The  oflicersare:  John  Lyle,  President;  N.  F.  Choate, 
Vice-President;  Frank  W.  Lyle,  Cashier;  and  Ira 
B.  Gage,  Assistant  Cashier.  As  one  of  the  solid 
financial  institutions  of  Michigan,  the  bank  pos- 
sesses to  an  unusual  degree  the  confidence  of  the 
people  of  Cass  County  and  has  an  assured  position 
in  financial  circles.  A  gratifying  fact  as  revealed 
by  its  statements  is  the  increase  in  its  deposits  and 
a  corresponding  increase  in  resources,  loans  and 
sur[)lus,  showing  an  active  banking  business  and 
indicating  a  busy  employment  of  capital. 

The  Cashier  of  the  bank,  F.  W.  Lyle,  was  born 
in  the  city  of  Dowagiac,  Mich.,  December  8,  1861, 
being  the  son  of  the  late  Daniel  Lyle  (of  whom 
see  sketch  presented  on  another  page).  He  was 
reared  in  this  cit}^  and  was  graduated  from  the 
high  school  here.  After  taking  a  course  in  the 
Bryant  &  Stratton  Commercial  College  at  Chicago, 
he  entered  the  First  National  Bank  of  Dowagiac  as 
Assistant  Cashier,  his  father  at  that  time  being 
President  of  the  bank.     He  continued  to  fill  that 


position  until  1883,  when  he  became  an  active 
partner  in  the  banking  firm  of  D.  Lyle  (fe  Co., 
which  connection  continued  until  the  decease  of 
Daniel  Lylo  in  1887. 

Shortly  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Lyle,  Sr.,  the  City 
Bank  of  Dowagiac  was  organized,  on  the  Pith  of 
April,  1887,  and  our  subject  was  elected  Cashier, 
which  position  he  has  filled  ever  since.  He  is  also 
the  largest  individual  stockholder  in  the  bank,  and 
its  success  is  largely  due  to  his  efforts  and  ability. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  May  19,  1881,  with 
Miss  Jennie,  daughter  of  Henry  W.  Richards, 
a  prominent  and  extensive  farmer  of  Pokagon 
Township,  Cass  County.  One  child  has  blessed 
the  union,  Leon.  Mrs.  Lyle  is  a  highly  accom- 
plished lady  and  is  especially  talented  in  art.  Her 
paintings  have  received  the  first  premiums  at  a 
number  of  fairs  throughout  the  State,  and  their 
beautiful  home  is  adorned  with  specimens  of  her 
work.  She  is  also  identified  with  many  of  the 
local  ladies'  circles  and  is  a  leader  in  social  affairs. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Lyle  is  a  Democrat 
and  takes  an  active  part  in  local  politics,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Com- 
mittee. He  has  served  for  several  terms  as  Treas- 
urer of  the  Fair  Association  and  is  now  President 
of  the  Dowagiac  Electric  Light  Company.  One  of 
the  most  important  enterprises  in  which  he  is  in- 
terested is  the  Dowagiac  Manufacturing  Company, 
one  of  the  largest  establishments  of  the  kind  in 
the  West.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  men  are  given 
steady  employment  in  the  factory  and  there  are 
about  ten  travelino:  salesmen.  The  pay-roll 
amounts  to  $8,000  per  month,  and  as  this  amount 
is  distributed  among  the  people  of  Dowagiac  it  aids 
in  no  small  measure  the  progress  of  the  city  and 
the  welfare  of  the  people.  The  company  manu- 
factures grain-drills  and  has  an  extensive  trade 
among  the  farmers  in  the  Northwest.  For  many 
years  this  enterprise  did  comparatively  little  busi- 
ness, but  the  father  of  our  subject  became  inter- 
ested in  it  and  through  his  efforts  its  sales  were 
soon  increased  to  paying  proportions.  The  com- 
pany, has  a  fine  exhibit  at  the  World's  Fair  in 
charge  of  Prof.  Samuel  Johnson,  formerly  a  Pro- 
fessor of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College,  at 
Lansinsf. 
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Socially,  Mr.  Lyle  is  identified  with  tlie  Kniglits 
Templar,  the  Order  of  Elks,  the  Modern  Woodmen 
and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  In 
financial  circles,  he  possesses  great  influence  and 
his  ability  is  universally  conceded.  Notwithstand- 
ing his  wealth,  he  is  affable  and  geuial  with  all 
whom  business  or  social  intercourse  brings  him  in 
contact.  He  is  fond  of  travel  and  has  visi- 
ted Mexico,  California,  Colorado,  Yellowstone 
Park  and  the  Eastern  States  and  expects  in  the 
near  future  to  make  a  tour  of  Europe. 


.^I^f.^^. 


^  j^ILLIAM  D.  JEFFERIS,  whose  fruit  farm 
\/y//  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  most  extensive  in  Berrien 
^^^N^  County,  is  the  owner  of  a  large  and  val- 
uable tract  of  land  on  section  32,  Lincoln  Town- 
ship. The  famil}^  of  which  he  is  a  member  origi- 
nated in  P^ngland  and  has  been  represented  in  this 
country  for  several  generations.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject.  Job  Jefferis,  was  born 
June  9,  1766,  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  but  later 
went  to  Chester  County,  that  State.  In  1805  he 
removed  to  Ohio  and  settled  in  Chester  Town- 
ship, Clinton  County,  becoming  a  pioneer  of  that 
part  of  the  State.  He  died  January  2,  1846,  on 
the  farm  where  he  first  settled.  One  of  his  broth- 
ers was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Brandywine,  in  the 
struggle  with  England.  He  himself  was  a  man  of 
patriotic  impulses,  although  not  an  active  partici- 
pant in  the  war.  He  made  his  home  in  Clinton 
County  until  his  death.  Robert  Jefferis,  the  great- 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  emigrated  to  this 
country  from  England  about  1740.  He  had  a  son 
named  William,  who  became  the  father  of  Job 
Jefferis,  above  named. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Joab  N.  Jefferis,  was 
born  in  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  January  29,  1811. 
He  had  a  twin  brother.  Job  E.,  and  a  sister,  Han- 
nah S.;  also  two  half-sisters,  and  two  half-brothers 
by  his  father's  former  marringe.  Joab  Jefferis  mar- 
ried Miss  Angelina  W.,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Sarah 
(Pardee)  Osborn,  the  former  a  native  of  Newark, 
N.  J.,  and  the  latter  of  Guilford,  Conn.     Stephen 


Pardee,  an  uncle  of  Mrs.  Jefferis,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  followed  the  occupation  of 
a  farmer.  After  his  marriage,  J.  N.  Jefferis  farmed 
in  Ohio  until  1861,  when  he  removed  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Lincoln  Township,  Berrien  County. 
Purchasing  eighty  acres,  he  commenced  the  work 
of  clearing  the  land  and  succeeded  in  placing  the 
larger  part  of  the  property  under  cultivation. 
His  death  occurred  at  the  old  homestead  March 
23,  1874.  His  wife  died  May  12,  1885.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Lydia 
A.,  who  makes  her  home  with  our  subject;  Will- 
iam D.,  of  this  sketch;  Charles  O.,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  oil  business  at  Osage  City,  Kan.;  and  Oliver  A., 
who  resides  in  Lincoln  Township  on  the  old  home- 
stead. Politically,  the  father  was  first  an  Aboli- 
tionist and  later  a  Republican.  In  religion,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

In  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born  on  the  7th  of  May,  1841,  and 
there  he  resided  until  about  twenty  years  of  age. 
In  that  county  he  married  Miss  Rebecca,  daugh- 
ter of  Newton  McMillan,  and  to  their  union  six 
children  were  born,  five  of  the  number  now  liv- 
ing. They  are:  Etta  M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Trewin,  a  minister  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  now  preaching  at  the  Stevens- 
ville  charge;  William  Ulric,  who  resides  with  his 
father;  Angelina  W.,  Edith  N.  and  Shipley  M., 
who  are  at  home.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  in  1887,  and  two  years  afterward  Mr.  Jefferis 
married  Miss  Ellen,  daughter  of  George  Howard, 
a  prominent  fruit-grower  of  Lake  Township,  Ber- 
rien County.  Mrs.  Jefferis  was  born  in  Indiana 
and  has  received  excellent  educational  advanta- 
ges. She  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  Margaret 
E.  and  Arthur. 

After  his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Jefferis  located  upon 
his  present  farm  and  has  resided  here  ever  since 
that  time.  During  the  late  war  he  enlisted,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  as  a  member  of  Company  B,  Fortieth 
Ohio  Infantry,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge  and  all  the 
engagements  of  the  Atlanta  campaign.  Having 
won  an  honorable  record  as  a  soldier,  he  was  mus- 
tered out  at  the  close  of  the  war,  his  discharge 
papers    bearing    date    of    November  4,  1865.     He 
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has  always  adhered  to  the  platform  and  principles 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  filled  various 
local  positions,  including  that  of  Township  Treas- 
urer. Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the  A.  N. 
Chapman  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  St.  Joseph.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  religious  matters,  hav- 
ing served  as  Steward  and  Trustee  of  his  church 
and  in  other  important  positions. 

The  farm  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Jefferis 
includes  one  hundred  and  one  acres,  of  which  about 
sixty-five  are  improved.  Here  he  raises  all  kinds 
of  small  fruits,  peaches,  pears,  plums,  apples, 
quinces,  etc.  About  sixty  acres  of  the  place  were 
improved  by  his  own  personal  work,  and  the  im- 
provements now  noticeable  here  are  the  results  of 
his  efforts.  The  commodious  and  substantial  frame 
residence  was  erected  by  him  in  1884.  The  barns 
and  other  outbuildings  were  also  built  under  his 
supervision.  Surrounding  his  home  there  are 
many  beautiful  trees.  However,  some  of  the  tall- 
est have  been  cut  down  recently,  as  Mr.  Jefferis 
feared  the\^  might  fall  on  the  house.  Those  still 
standing  add  to  the  beauty  and  attractive  appear- 
*ance  of  the  homestead,  and  afford  a  cool  retreat 
during  sultrv  summer  days. 


-^^- 


1 


/OHN  BH.DERBACK.  In  giving  a  brief 
sketch  of  Mr.  Bilderback,  it  can  with  truth 
be  said  that  he  is  one  of  the  substantial  men 
^^  of  the  county  and  one  of  its  much  esteemed 
citizens.  All  his  property  has  been  accumulated 
by  honest  toil  and  good  management,  and  he  now 
has  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  his  section.  Like 
many  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  county,  he  is  a 
native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in  Preble  County 
in  1843,  and  the  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Nye) 
Bilderback. 

William  Bilderback  was  born  in  New  Jersey 
in  1816  and  at  an  early  age  w^ent  with  his  parents 
to  Ohio.  When  but  nine  years  of  age  he  was  left 
an  orphan  and  from  that  time  on  he  was  obliged 
to  fight  his  own  way  in  life.     Possessed  of  an   un- 


limited amount  of  perseverance  and  industry,  he 
went  bravely  to  work  and  for  some  time  was  a 
farm  hand  in  Ohio.  In  this  manner  he  managed 
to  accumulate  some  means,  and  in  1838  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  Nye.  For  about  eight 
years  he  remained  in  the  Buckeye  State,  and  hav- 
ing accumulated  sufficient  means  he  determined 
to  tiy  the  fertile  soil  of  Michigan.  About  1846 
he  brought  his  famil}^  to  this  State  and  located  in 
Berrien  County,  where  he  began  his  career  as  a 
renter.  In  18*50  he  located  in  Silver  Creek  Town- 
ship, Cass  County,  and  there  bought  eighty  acres 
of  Government  land. 

All  his  energies  were  bent  towards  the  improve- 
ment and  development  of  his  place,  and  in  this  he 
was  unusually  successful,  for  from  time  to  time  he 
added  to  the  original  tract  until  he  became  the 
owner  of  four  hundred  and  si xtj -seven  acres. 
Good  buildings  were  erected,  fences  put  up,  and 
everything  about  the  place  indicated  him  to  be  a 
man  of  determination  and  great  energy.  Socially, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
but  as  there  was  no  church  of  that  denomination 
in  the  neighborhood,  he  united  with  the  Disciples 
Church  and  continued  a  consistent  and  devout 
member  until  his  death,  in  1885.  Formerly  a  Whig 
in  politics,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  af- 
filiated with  the  Republican  partj^  and  was  an  ar- 
dent supporter  of  its  principles. 

He  held  a  number  of  local  offices,  such  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  Highway  Commissioner,  etc.,  and 
discharged  the  duties  of  all  in  a  very  creditable 
manner.  His  wife,  now  seventy-five  years  of  age, 
is  still  living  and  enjoys  comparatively  good 
health.  The  six  children  born  to  this  estimable 
couple  were  named  as  follows:  Peter  J.,  deceased; 
John,  our  subject;  William  W.,  deceased;  Mary, 
who  married  O.  F.  Momany,  and  after  his  death 
was  united  in  marriage  with  D.  W.  Sammons; 
Martha,  who  married  James  Momany;  and  Sarah 
Rosa,  who  married  Elias  Smith.  Peter  died  in 
the  hospital  at  Pittsburg  Landing  during  the  war; 
and  William  died  after  reaching  home  from  the 
army. 

The  youthful  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in 
the  district  schools  of  Michigan  and  on  the  farm, 
where  he  assisted  materially  in   clearing  it  of  the 
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timber  with  which  it  was  covered.  Filled  with  a 
patriotic  desire  to  assist  his  country,  he  enlisted 
in  the  army  and  was  in  active  duty  until  tlie  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities  Returning  to  Cass  County,  Mich., 
he  bought  eighty  acres  where  he  now  lives,  partly 
improved,  but  he  has  erected  all  the  substantial 
buildings  on  it,  and  now  has  one  of  the  pleasant 
rural  homes  of  the  township.  He  was  married  in 
1866  to  Miss  Cynthia  A.  Becraft,  daughter  of 
Isaiah  and  Caroline  Becraft,  and  four  children 
have  blessed  this  union.  Ella  Grace,  a  teacher  of 
Cass  and  Berrien  Counties,  graduated  from  the 
schools  of  Dowagiac;  Jesse  N.  married  Miss  Mary 
Taylor;  Vernie  C.  is  a  student  at  Dowagiac;  and 
William  R.  is  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bilderback  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  he  is  a  member  of  H.  C.  Gil- 
bert Post  No.  47,  G.  A.  R.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. Mr.  Bilderback  has  held  a  number  of 
the  township  offices — Supervisor,  Highway  Com- 
missioner and  Treasurer — and  is  a  popular  man.  He 
joined  the  army  in  1861,  in  the  Armj^  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  participated  in  the  following  battles: 
Winchester,  Cedar  Creek,  second  Bull  Run,  Slaugh- 
ter Mountain,  Fairfax  Court  House,  and  in  the 
battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Gettysburg,  Petersburg, 
etc.  He  was  never  wounded  or  taken  prisoner, 
but  a  few  days  after  enlisting  he  was  taken  down 
with  the  measles. 


P^ 


y.ll  RTHUR  E.  RUDOLPHI,  an  able  pharma- 
^£M  ceutist  employed  in  the  drug  store  of  R. 
Lewis,  Dowagiac,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is  a 
talented  musician  and  an  instructor  in 
music  of  a  high  order  of  ability,  and  is  also  the 
leader  of  the  Beckwith  Memorial  Theatre  orches- 
tra. Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Wisconsin  and 
was  born  at  Hartford,  near  Madison,  November  11, 
1869.  Arthur  E.  was  one  of  six  children  that 
blessed  the  home  of  Theophilus  and  Anna  (Kehl) 
Rudolphi.  The  other  children  are  four  sisters  and 
one  brother:  Louis;  Lizzie,  now  Mrs.  Eugene  Gil- 
bert;   Theophila,    Maleta  and   Aunie.      The    fa- 


ther, an  able  physician  and  a  native  of  Preizstar- 
gardt.  West  Prussia,  received  a  thorough  educa- 
tion in  Koenigsbergh  and  Stuttgart,  Germany. 
An  enterprising  man  of  broad  intelligence,  he 
subsequently  emigrated  to  America  and  resumed 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Hartford,  Wis. 
In  1877,  he  removed  to  Dowagiac,  Mich.,  and  here 
gained  a  large  practice,  and  also  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  with  success.  He  remained  actively 
in  business  and  professional  duties  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  February  19,  1888.  An  upright  man 
of  fine  attainments,  he  received  the  confidence  of 
the  citizens  of  Dowagiac,  and  for  two  terms  occu- 
pied with  fidelity  the  official  position  of  Coroner 
of  Cass  County. 

Dr.  Rudolphi  was  a  valued  member  of  the  Ninth 
International  Medical  Congress,  and  was  esteemed 
by  his  coadjutors  as  a  man  of  scientific  resoarcli. 
Politically,  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  an 
earnest  worker  for  the  party.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  also  a  man  of  note,  and 
for  years  was  Burgomaster  of  the  city  where  he 
resided.  Our  subject  attended  the  schools  of  Do- 
wagiac and  received  an  excellent  education.  He 
early  developed  the  genius  for  music  which  has 
distinguished  his  later  career.  To  gratify  this 
absorbing  talent,  Mr.  Rudolphi  studied  in  Chicago 
for  two  years  and  a-half  at  Central  Music  Col- 
lege. He  studied  in  violin  and  piano  practice  and 
orchestration,  and,  making  rapid  advancement  in 
music,  also  devoted  a  part  of  his  time  to  the  Na- 
tional Institute  of  Pharmacy,  and  fitted  himself  to 
compound  medicines.  After  nearly  three  years' 
absence  from  Dowagiac  he  returned  not  only  an 
accomplished  musician,  but  was  enabled  to  engage 
at  once  in  the  drug  business. 

Subsequent  to  the  death  of  his  father,  our  subject 
conducted  the  drug  store  for  two  years,  and  then 
sold  out  the  business  and  immediately  entered 
upon  the  clerkship,  whose  duties  he  yet  satisfactor- 
ily })er forms  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Lewis.  Mr. 
Rudolphi  has  taught  more  or  less  for  years,  and 
has  been  especially  successful  in  training  and 
rapidly  advancing  his  pupils.  Aside  from  his 
other  work  in  life,  our  subject  is  City  Clerk,  be- 
ing elected  to  the  position  when  but  twenty-one 
years  of  age.     He  is  deeply  interested  in  politics. 
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and  althouu^h  young  in  years  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  local  and  national  issues.  Mr.  Rudolpbi 
is  one  of  tlie  organizers  and  charter  members  of 
Lodge  No.  138,  K.  P.,  and  is  also  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  Woodmen  and  National  Union 
Societies.  Within  these  various  orders  and  by 
the  general  public  of  his  home  our  subject  is  held 
in  high  esteem  and  sincere  fraternal  regard. 


crJLr^ 


A.  TIIALDORF,  an  energetic  general  ag- 

^JU\     riculturist  of  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  has 

Ifi    been  one  of  the    leading    men  of   Three 

Oaks  Township  for  a  score  and  a-half  of 
years, and  as  a  School  Director  and  public-spirited 
citizen  has  materially  assisted  in  matters  pertain- 
ing to  local  progress  and  improvements.  Mr. 
Thaldorf  was  born  in  Ohio  January  11,  1842,  and 
is  a  native  of  Mt.  Gilead,  Washington  County. 
Mis  lather,  Frederick  Thaldorf,  was  born  in  Hano- 
ver, Germany,  and  received  an  excellent  education 
in  his  native  land;  but,  a  lover  of  books,  after  ar- 
living  in  the  United  States  perfected  himself  in 
the  English  language  and  studies  common  to  the 
schools  of  our  country.  The  paternal  grandpar- 
ents were  worthy  and  industrious  people,  and  the 
father  had  been  carefully  reared  to  thrifty  and 
self-reliant  habits  and  had  earned  liis  own  way 
some  years  before  he  left  the  Fatherland.  Freder- 
ick Thaldorf  was  twenty -six  years  of  age  when  he 
crossed  the  broad  ocean  to  the  world  of  promise 
beyond  the  sea.  Aside  from  his  moneyed  capital,  he 
was  possessed  of  youth,  enterprise  and  energy, and 
the  future  was  rich  in  hope. 

The  first  location  of  the  father  in  his  adopted 
country  was  Little  York,  Pa.,  but  later,  removing 
from  that  State,  he  made  his  home  in  ]3altimore, 
Md.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale  dry-goods 
business  and  was  a  successful  merchant  of  the  city. 
He  married  in  the  Quaker  State  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Cremer,  a  lad}^  belonging  to  an  old  Pennsylvania 
Dutch  family.  About  1841  Frederick  Thaldorf  left 
Maryland  and  located  in  Ohio,  where  he  wentinto 
the  fur  business,     He  finally  settled  in   Mansfield, 


Richland  County,  and  in  1852  passed  away,  re- 
gretted by  his  family  and  many  friends.  The 
mother  married  a  second  time  and  afterward  came 
to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  but  while  visiting  her 
childhood  home  in  Pennsylvania  suddenlj^  died, 
in  the  year  1881.  The  parents  were  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  six  children.  Charlotte  H.  is  the  wife 
of  Edwm  Smith.  Our  subject,  A.  A.,  is  the  sec- 
ond in  order  of  birth.  Then  follow  Frederick  L.; 
Agnes,  wife  of  Jolm  McKie,  deceased;  Theodore 
William,  deceased;  and  George  W.  Our  subject 
has  cared  for  himself  ever  since  he  was  ten  years 
of  age,  and  having  but  little  chance  to  gain  an 
education  is  literallj^a  self-made  and  self-educated 
man. 

Mr.  Thaldorf  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  was  employed  va- 
riously for  a  time,  accepting  any  work  which  his 
hands  could  find  to  do.  In  the  mean  time  he  at- 
tended school  as  he  could.  What  education  he 
received  in  schools  he  got  after  his  eighteenth 
year,  and  he  eagerly  embraced  every  opportunity 
to  increase  his  stock  of  knowledge.  When  a  boy 
he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  was,  as  well, 
a  wagon  manufacturer,  having  an  especial  aptitude 
for  tools.  Our  subject  was  married  December  14, 
1863,  to  Miss  Augusta  T.  Owen,  a  native  of  Indi- 
ana and  a  daughter  of  F^dwin  and  Maria  (Salsbury) 
Owen.  Mrs.  Owen  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York  and  passed  away  in  Berrien  County.  Edwin 
Owen,  born  in  Kentucky,  died  in  California.  He 
was  of  Welsh  descent,  his  father  having  been  born 
in  Wales. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Thaldorf 
embarked  in  the  carpenter's  business  and  also  be- 
came a  wagon-maker,  and,  combining  the  two 
trades,  was  financially  prospered,  for  some  time 
giving  his  entire  attention  to  those  lines  of  busi- 
ness. About  1866  he  devoted  himself  to  the  pur- 
suit of  agriculture,  and  he  now  owns  a  highly  cul- 
tivated homestead  of  seventy-one  acres,  well  im- 
proved with  a  commodious  residence,  substantial 
barns  and  other  buildings,  attractively  located  three 
miles  southwest  of  Three  Oaks. 

The  home  of  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife 
has  been  cheered  by  the  presence  of  four  children: 
William    A.,  Llewellyn,    Florence    M.  and    Anna 
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W.  Mr.  Thaldorf  has  been  a  member  of  the  Dis- 
ciples Church  for  twenty-five  years,  and  Mrs.  Thal- 
dorf has  been  a  communicant  of  that  religious  de- 
nomination from  her  early  girlhood.  They  have 
both  been  active  in  church  work  and  benevolent 
enterprises. 

Our  subject  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln and  is  in  political  affiliation  a  strong  Repub- 
lican. For  a  number  of  years  he  has  served  effi- 
ciently as  School  Director,  his  practical  advice 
and  appreciation  of  the  value  of  educational  ad- 
vancement making  him  earnest  and  energetic  in 
behalf  of  the  children  over  whose  interest  he  has 
kept  guard.  Our  subject  is  esteemed  by  his  old 
friends  and  neighbors  and  regarded  as  a  man  of 
sterling  integrity. 


^^^E 


:^^' 


^1  UGUST  VETTERLY,  an  efficient  Justice 
iLJI  of  the  Peace  and  an  extensive  and  suc- 
cessful agriculturist  of  New  Buffalo  Town- 
ship, Berrien  County,  Mich.,  owns  three 
hundred  and  thirty-three  and  one-half  acres  of 
valuable  land  a  short  distance  southwest  of  New 
Buffalo  village,  and,  although  not  an  old  resident 
of  his  immediate  neighborhood,  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  growth  and  progress  of  Berrien 
County  for  fully  two-score  years.  Justice  Vet- 
terly  is  a  native  of  Switzerland  and  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1838.  His  father,  Rudolph  Vetterly, 
descended  from  a  long  line  of  hardy  Swiss  ances- 
try, was  also  a  native  of  that  mountainous  coun- 
try, born  in  the  republic  bounded  by  Germany, 
Italy  and  France  March  13,  1802.  Educated  m 
the  excellent  schools  of  Switzerland,  the  father  at- 
tained to  a  self-reliant  manhood,  and  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Meyer,  also  a  native 
of  Switzerland  and  born  in  1797.  After  passing 
forty-nine  years  of  his  life  in  the  home  of  his 
youth,  the  father  finall}^  decided  to  remove  with 
his  family  to  America,  and  in  1851  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  and  located  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  where  he  remained  about  one  your.  In 
1852    the   family   settled   permanently  in   Three 


Oaks,  Mich.,  where  the  mother  died  seventeen 
years  later,  March  4,  1869.  The  father,  busy  and 
industrious  until   enfeebled   by  age,  survived   to 

I    reach  his  eighty-seventh  year,  and    passed    away 

I    February  3,  1889. 

!  Rudolph  Vetterly  was  by  trade  a  wagon-makei", 
but  after  arriving  in  the  United  States  gave  his 
entire  attention  to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  and 
became  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  his  vicin- 
ity. He  and  his  excellent  wife  were  prominent 
members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  and 
were  active  and  liberal  givers  in  the  extension  of 
religious  work  and  influence.  Eight  children  had 
gathered  about  the  fireside  of  the  home  beyond 
the  sea,  and  of  the  goodly  family  of  sons  and 
daughters  four  survived  to  adult  age.  Our  sul)- 
ject  was  the  second  child  in  order  of  birth  and  was 
about  fourteen  years  of  age  when  with  his  parents 
he  left  behind  him  familiar  scenes  and  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  enter  upon  a  life  anud  new  surround- 
ings and  untried  experiences.  He  had  received  a 
good  common  school  education  in  Switzerland, 
and  attended  one  winter  term  in  the  district 
school  of  Galena  Township,  La  Porte  County,  Ind. 
He  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  homestead  and 
grew  up  an  intelligent  and  industrious  young 
man,  well  fitted  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
life. 

Having  reached  his  majority  the  previous  Feb- 
ruary, August  Vetterly  was,  March  21,  1859, 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Christina  Brodha- 
gen,  born  October  30,1842.  Five  sons  and  four 
daughters  have  blessed  the  home  of  our  subject 
and  his  wife.  Henry  is  the  eldest-born.  The 
second  in  order  of  birth  is  August.  Anna  was 
married  to  Louis  Knott  October  27,  1886.  Alex- 
ander, John,  Jennie,' Minnie,  Willie  and  May  com- 
plete the  family  group.  Our  subject  made  his 
home  in  Three  Oaks  in  1852  and  began  work  on 
a  section  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  at 
Three  Oaks,  and  for  eight  years  occupied  the  po- 
sition of  foreman.  He  afterward  engaged  m  the 
jewelry  business  and  continued  profitably  in  this 
line  of  trade  for  fifteen  years.  In  October,  1889, 
Mr.  Vetterly  located  in  New  Buffalo  Township  and 
settled  upon  his  fine  farm,  which,  while  mainly- 
devoted  to  grain,  al«o  contains  fruit  and  a  gar- 
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den  of  choice  vegetables.  The  residence,  the 
barns  and  other  buildings  are  commodious  and 
substantial  and  attest  the  thrift  and  prosper- 
ity of  the  owner  of  the  homestead,  one  of  the 
best  in  this  part  of  Berrien  County.  In  April, 
1892,  our  subject  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  his  judicial  decisions 
since  rendered  have  been  fully  in  accord  with  law 
and  evidence.  Politically,  Justice  Vetterly  is  a 
strong  Republican  and  cast  liis  first  vote  for  Lin- 
coln. Widely  known  as  a  man  of  sterling  integrity 
and  earnest  ]  urpoee,  our  subject  ccnrmands  uni- 
versal res[)ect  and  confidence. 


L^^IMOTIIY  C.  SPAl  1 LDING.  The  occupation 
fff(^\  of  f aiming  is  one  that  has  received  atten- 
^^^'  tion  from  the  earliest  ages,  and  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  it  has  become  the  art  that  it 
is  at  the  present  time.  Among  those  who  have 
shown  a  satisfactory  knowledge  of  this  calling, 
and  whose  operations  are  conducted  in  a  very  pro- 
gressiv^e  manner,  may  be  mentioned  Timothy  C. 
S[)aulding,  who  is  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm  in 
Oronoko  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Francis- 
town,  N.  II.,  born  in  1821,  and  his  parents.  Tim- 
othy and  L^'dia  (Moore)  Spaulding,  were  natives 
of  the  Granite  State  also.  The  Spaulding  and 
Moore  families  were  among  the  tirst  settlers  of 
New  Hampshire. 

Timothj^  Spaulding,  Sr.,  followed  the  pursuit  of 
farming  all  his  life,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812.  From  his  native  State  he  removed  to  Maine 
and  there  remained  nntil  his  death.  He  and  his 
wife  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  maturity.  Lydia,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Walter  Spaulding,  of  Massachusetts;  Betsey, 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  William  Carter,  of  Massa- 
chusetts; Mary,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Litchfield;  Oliver  is  deceased;  Sarah,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Brackett,  and  was  twice  married, 
her  first  husband  being  Norton  Yates;  Nancy,  de- 
ceased, was    the    wife   of    Charles  Coolridge,   of 


Massachusetts;  Harriet,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Louis  Litchfield;  Edmond  is  deceased;  Orissa,  de- 
ceased, was  the  wife  of  Joseph  Patten;  Orenza, 
twin  sister  of  Orissa,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  B. 
Pullen,  of  Berrien  Springs;  Emily,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  Leonard  Townsend,  of  Michigan;  T.  C. 
is  our  subject;  and  Abel  W.  and  Harris  M.  are 
deceased. 

Timothy  C.  Spaulding,  our  subject,  received  his 
early  scholastic  training  in  the  common  schools  of 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  and  Maine.  At  the 
usual  age  of  twenty-one  he  started  out  for  himself 
as  a  farmer,  but  while  in  Maine  he  worked  a  while 
in  the  lumber  regions  of  that  State.  He  came  to 
Michigan  in  1863  and  settled  on  the  property 
where  he  now  resides,  which  then  consisted  of 
eighty  acres  of  unimproved  land.  For  this  he  paid 
$25  per  acre.  He  now  has  sixty-four  acres  well 
cultivated,  on  which  are  substantial  buildings,  and 
has  three  or  four  acres  in  an  orchard.  On  the  4th 
of  May,  1845,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Helena 
Wells,  a  native  of  the  Pino  Tree  State  and  the 
daughter  of  Ralph  and  Mercy  (Clark)  Wells,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Maine  and  old  settlers  of 
that  State.  There  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  passed  their 
entire  lives,  with  the  exception  of  about  six 
years  spent  in  this  State.  They  were  the  parents 
of  a  family  of  seven  daughters  and  four  sons: 
Eunice,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Luke  Hil- 
ton; Helena,  wife  of  our  subject;  Mercy,  widow  of 
N.  VVhitcome;  Robert  Y.;  Susan  C,  wife  of  Calvin 
Williams;  Statira,  wife  of  Joseph  Atkinson;  R.  S., 
deceased ;  Axie,  widow  of  Leander  Witham ;  Stilson ; 
Celinda,  deceased;  and  Mandel. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  six  children,  who  were  as  follows:  Lydia, 
deceased;  Timothy  A.,  residing  in  California; 
Elmore  C,  at  home;  Wilda  J.,  wife  of  Luther 
Tuttle,  of  this  township;  Sylvester  O.,  deceased; 
and  Ida  E,  Mr.  Spaulding  has  served  his  town- 
ship as  Treasurer  twice,  as  Commissioner  as  many 
terms  as  Treasurer,  and  has  filled  other  local  posi- 
tions. He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
Western  Star  Lodge  No.  39,  and,  politically,  he  has 
always  voted  with  the  Democratic  party.  His  son, 
Elmore  C,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  this  county  and  early  in  life   became  familiar 
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with  tUe  duties  of  the  farm.  He  now  has  a  nice 
farm  of  forty  acres  adjoining  liis  father's  land. 
He  was  married  in  1876  to  Miss  Harriet  L.  Shearer, 
of  this  county,  daughter  of  J.  B.  and  Sarah  (Shearer) 
Shearer,  pioneer  settlers  of  this  county  and  among 
its  most  respected  people.  (See  sketch  of  J.  B. 
Shearer.)  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spaulding  have  been 
born  three  children:  Clyde,  Arthur  O.  and  Lester. 
Mrs.  Spaulding  is  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  Like  his  father,  Mr.  Si)aulding  has  served 
for  two  years  as  Township  Treasurer,  and,  like  his 
father,  he  is  a  decided  Democrat  in  politics. 


-^^^^ 


III^INYON  BLY,  an  enterprising  general  farmer 
and  successful  stock-raiser  of  Marcel  I  us, 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  is  a  native  of  TS'ew 
York,  and  was  born  in  Chenango  County, 
in  the  year  1824.  His  parents,  Job  and  Frelove 
(Watson)  Bly,  resided  for  many  years  in  the  Em- 
pire State,  but  they  were  both  of  New  England 
nativity.  The  father  was  born  in  Rhode  Island. 
The  birthplace  of  the  mother  was  Connecticut. 
Nine  children  blessed  the  home  of  Job  and  Frelove 
Bh^  Their  son,  Henry  W.,  was  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  family.  He  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  arrived  at  mature  years  an  energetic 
and  enterprising  man.  In  1852  he  decided  to  try 
the  broader  opportunities  offered  young  men  in 
the  West.  Journeying  to  Michigan,  he  deter- 
mined to  locate  there  and  made  his  permanent 
home  in  Marcellus  Township.  A  man  of  superior 
business  attainments,  he  accumulated  a  fine  prop- 
erty, owning  a  valuable  and  highly  improved 
homestead  of  four  hundred  acres.  Henry  W.  Bly 
was  a  man  of  a  high  order  of  intelligence  and  well 
versed  in  law.  For  twenty-nine  consecutive  years 
he  held  the  position  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
by  his  judicious  decisions  and  uniform  rulings — 
always  in  full  accord  with  law  and  evidence — 
commanded  the  good-will  and  confidence  of  his  fel- 
low-townsmen. He  also  served  with  great  accep- 
tability as  Supervisor  of  the  township.  His  first 
wife  dying  in  1868,  his  second  marriage   occurred 


in  1871.  His  death  was  mourned  as  a  public  loss 
by  the  community  in  which  his  presence  had  so 
long  been  familiar.  His  wife  survived  him,  but 
some  time  after  his  demise  passed  away  in  Mar- 
cellus. 

Our  subject,  who  was  reared  and  educated  in 
the  home  of  his  parents,  remained  in  New  York 
until  middle  life.  In  1852,  in  the  Emi)ire  State, 
Kin  yon  Bly  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Louisa  Copeland.  Mrs.  Bly  was  of  Scotch  descent. 
Her  grandparents  were  born  in  Scotland.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Bl\^  was  of  immediate 
English  ancestry.  Our  subject  has  been  prospered 
financially,  and  is  accounted  one  of  the  most  thor- 
ough and  practical  farmers  in  Cass  County.  Aside 
from  his  farming  interests,  Mr.  Bly  is  the  owner  of 
valuable  property  in  Marcellus,  and  also  possesses 
real  estate  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y. 

Our  subject,  like  his  brother  Henry,  began  life 
at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  and  has  made  the  top 
round  of  success  only  by  energetic  and  persever- 
ing application.  Politically,  Mr.  Bly  is  a  strong 
Democrat  and  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  party, 
and  is  interested  in  both  local  and  national  issues. 
He  and  his  excellent  wife  are  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  are  ever  ready  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  in  all  good  work.  They  have  no 
children.  Arriving  within  the  borders  of  Michi- 
gan in  1876,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bly  have  for  seventeen 
years  been  actively  identified  with  the  growth  and 
development  of  Marcellus  Township,  and,  widely 
known,  enjoy  the  respect  and  esteem  of  a  large 
circle  of  old-time  friends  and  acquaintances. 


-^ 


HARLES  M.  SMITH.  The  oflficial  work  of 
this  gentleman  has  brought  him  before  the 
gaze  of  the  citizens  of  Lake  Township,  and 
in  him  his  constituents  have  found  a  man  of  abil- 
ity and  integrity,  and  one  whose  activities  have 
ever  been  for  the  good  of  the  community.  He  is 
at  present  Supervisor  of  that  township,  and  one 
of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  same.  Tliat  he  has 
inherited   many  of  the  most  worthy    qualities  of 


<^ 
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his  people  is  acknowledged,  and  his  numerous 
friends  testify  to  his  honesty,  kindheartedness  and 
energy,  lie  was  born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  in 
1842,  and  on  his  father's  farm  in  that  county 
learned  lessons  of  industry  and  honesty  which 
have  ever  remained  with  him. 

When  seven  years  of  age  our  subject  moved 
with  his  parents  to  l^errien  County,  Mich.,  and 
received  his  scholastic  training  in  the  common 
schools  of  this  county.  As  his  youthful  days  were 
spent  in  assisting  on  the  home  farm,  he  became 
familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits  in  ail  their 
branches,  and  when  starting  out  for  himself  it 
was  but  natural  that  he  should  choose  that  as  his 
calling.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  branched 
out  to  fight  life's  battles  for  himself;  first  as  a  la- 
borer, working  out  by  the  month,  and  thus  con- 
tinued until  twenty-eight  years  of  age.  For  three 
years  after  this  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising. 
When  thirty-one  years  of  age  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  his  present  farm,  unimproved,  and  paid 
$20  per  acre  for  it.  Since  then  he  has  added  to 
the  original  tract  eighty  acres,  making  one  hun- 
dred and  sixt^^  acres  in  all,  and  one  hundred  acres 
of  this  are  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Smith  makes  no  specialty  of  any  particular 
line  of  farming,  but  raises  all  kinds  of  farm  prod- 
ucts. His  property  has  been  obtained  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow,  and  he  has  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  it  has  not  been  obtained  at  the  ex- 
pense of  others.  The  architect  of  his  own  fortune, 
Mr.  Smith's  success  has  been  won  through  hard- 
shi[)s  and  severe  toil.  His  liberal  views,  unques- 
tioned honesty,  and  rugged  common-sense  have 
given  him  an  influence  far  beyond  that  possessed 
by  many  more  pretentious  and  prominent  men. 
His  father,  John  J.  Smith,  was  a  native  of  Lancas- 
ter County,  Pa.,  of  German  parentage,  and  inher- 
ited all  his  thrift  and  energy  from  that  source. 
His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Margaret  McLaughlin,  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  the  Keystone  State, and  of  Irish  parentage. 
John  J.  Smith  and  wife  were  reared  and  married 
in  Pennsylvania,  where  ^Ir.  Smith  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  for  some  time.  Later  they  re- 
moved to  Michigan, and  in  l>errien  County  passed 
the  closing  scenes  of  their  lives, 

22 


The  five  children  born  to  the  above  cou[ile  were 
in  the  order  of  their  births  as  follows:  George  M., 
who  resides  in  Buchanan,  Mich.;  Elizabeth,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  H.  C.  Lero}^;  Angeline,  who  mar- 
ried T.  C.  Hebb,  of  this  county;  Charles  M.,  our 
subject;  and  Julia  A.,  wife  of  J.  W.  Billings.  Our 
subject  was  married  in  1870  to  Miss  Minnie  M. 
Hubbard,  a  native  of  Wisconsin  and  the  daughter 
of  Julius  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Adams)  Hubbard,  na- 
tives of  New  York.  This  union  has  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  three  children:  Ethie  J.,  deceased; 
Laura  A.  and  Frank  J.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  and  is  a  much  es- 
teemed Christian  lady.  Socially,  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
member  of  Lake  Lodge  No.  143,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  men  in  Lake  Town- 
ship, and  as  an  official  is  veiy  popular. 


=^>-))^<^ 


EOKGE  LONGSDUFF.  There  is  no  more 
^__  prominent  or  reliable  insurance  and  real- 
estate  agent,  collector  and  money-lender 
than  (iieorge  LongsdufT.  Although  formerly  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  this  county,  he  has  given  that 
up  of  late  years,  and  directs  his  attention  chiefly 
to  the  above-mentioned  business.  He  was  born 
in  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  March  16,  1826.  His 
parents,  Martin  and  Matilda  (Quigly)  Longsduff, 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  re- 
spectively, the  former's  birth  occurring  in  Cum- 
berland Count}^  March  16,  1789,  and  the  latter's 
about  1799.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Mar- 
tin Longsduff,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
married  there.  During  the  Revolutionary  War  he 
came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  the  Key- 
stone State,  where  the  remainder  of  his  days  were 
spent.  He  died  at  an  advanced  age.  All  his  life 
was  spent  in  tilling  the  soil,  and  he  became  a  man 
of  means  and  influence. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  twice  married. 
About  1835  he  emigrated  to  Logan  County,  Ohio, 
and  after  a  residence  there  of  about  thirty  years 
moved  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred in  1872.  During  his  early  life  he  followed 
the   tra<^e  of  a  shoemaker,  but  afterward  became 
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a  farmer,  and  was  very  successful  in  that  occu- 
pation. He  served  all  through  the  War  of  1812, 
and  during  his  old  age  drew  a  pension.  He  was 
a  man  universally  respected  and  esteemed.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  the  father's  second  wife. 
She  died  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighth-five  years.  P'or  many  3  ears  she  was 
a  consistent  and  worthy  member  of  the  Disciples 
Church,  but  her  husband  held  membership  with 
the  Lutheran  Church.  Ten  children  were  born  to 
them,  live  sons  and  five  daughters,  two  sons  and 
three  daughters  now  living:  John;  George,  our 
subject;  Lydia  Ann,  Matilda  and  Adeline. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  received  a  limited 
education  in  the  old  log  schoolhouse,  never  at- 
tending school  after  his  seventeenth  birthday. 
Upon  attaining  his  majority  he  started  out  for 
himself  without  a  nickel,  but  being  industrious, 
enterprising  and  thorough-going,  it  was  not  hard 
for  him  to  find  employment.  As  the  years  passed 
by  these  traits  of  character  began  to  tell,  and  he 
is  now  one  of  the  substantial  and  esteemed  citi- 
zens of  the  county.  He  is  the  owner  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  acres  of  land  in  one  farm, 
one  hundred  and  six  acres  in  another,  and  two 
good  residences  in  Yandalia.  Besides  he  has  money 
on  interest. 

Mr.  Longsduff  still  owns  the  first  farm  he  pur- 
chased. He  and  his  wife  have  every  reason  to 
be  proud  of  the  progress  they  have  made,  for  their 
accumulations  are  the  result  of  their  united  en- 
ergy and  good  management.  On  the  9th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1851,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Rachel  8. 
Dodge,  who  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
near  Syracuse,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Ann  Dodge.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dodge  settled  in 
Cass  County,' Mich.,  about  1810,  and  the  father  is 
still  living.  Our  subject  has  held  the  office  of 
Supervisor  of  Penn  Township  for  two  terms,  and 
at  one  time  was  nominated  for  Representative  by 
the  Democratic  party,  lacking  only  twenty-four 
votes  of  being  elected  against  a  Republican  ma- 
jority of  three  hundred.  He  has  been  on  the 
School  Board  at  various  times  for  years,  and  was 
President  of  the  School  Board  at  Yandalia  several 
terms. 


Mr.  Longsduff's  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast 
for  Lewis  Cass.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Lodge 
No.  290,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  same,  and  has  been  Master  ot  the  lodge  thir- 
teen out  of  seventeen  years.  He  has  represented 
this  lodge  twelve  times  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
is  now  Treasuier.  He  is  also  President  of  the 
Pioneer  Society  of  Cass  County,  Mich.  In  his 
religious  viewi  our  subject  is  liberal,  while  his 
wife  is  a  worthy  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Disciples  Church.  They  are  influential  and  much 
esteemed  citizens. 


^   >  '  ^  I 


,x  H I  LI  P  D  A  LE  Y.  Pro m  i  n  e  n  t  among  t h  e 
Iris  h- American  residents  of  Berrien 
County  may  be  mentioned  Philip  Daley, 
who  owns  and  cultivates  a  farm  upon 
section  34,  of  St.  Joseph  Township.  He  was 
born  in  County  Meath,  Ireland,  about  twenty  miles 
from  the  city  of  Dublin,  February  17,  1836,  being 
the  son  of  Patrick  and  Elizabeth  Daley,  natives  of 
the  Emerald  Island,  the  fatherjiaving  been  a  farnu^r 
by  occupation.  The  parental  family  consisted  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  five  are  now  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  the 
county  of  his  nativity  and  received  a  limited  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools.  At  the  age  of  about 
fourteen  years,  accompanied  by  his  brother  Peter, 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  located  at  Newton, 
Mass.,  where  for  about  fifteen  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  gardening  business,  meeting  with  fair 
success  in  that  enterprise.  In  1854  he  made  his 
first  visit  to  Michigan,  and  returning  to  Massachu- 
setts, afterward  came  again  to  this  State,  where  he 
sojourned  temporarily  in  St.  Joseph  County,  re- 
turning once  more  to  his  home  in  the  old  Bay  State. 
In  1858,  during  the  great  gold  excitement,  Mr. 
Daley  proceeded  with  other  Argonauts  to  the  El 
Dorado  of  the  civilized  world — the  Golden  State. 
During  his  short  sojourn  in  California,  he  was  em- 
ployed in  an  orchard.  Going  back  to  Massachusetts, 
he  remained  for  a  time  in  Newton,  and  thence Ve- 
moved  to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  where  he  secured  em- 
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ployment  and  resided  for  a  brief  period.  He  pur- 
chased his  first  property  at  Benton  Harbor,  but 
shortly  afterward  disposed  of  it.  In  1873  he  pur- 
chased a  tract  situated  upon  section  34,  vSt.  Joseph 
Township,  and  in  1882  settled  upon  this  place,where 
he  has  since  resided.  He  owns  fifteen  acres  of  ex- 
cellent fruit  land,  which  he  devotes  to  the  culti- 
vation of  fruit,  making  a  specialty  of  blackberries, 
grapes,  pears,  and  peaches,  which  he  markets  in 
Chicago.  He  has  made  a  number  of  valuable  im- 
provements upon  the  farm,  including  the  commo- 
dious residence  and  substantial  barn. 

November  20,  1861,  Mr.  Daley  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Catherine,  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  O'Brien.  Mrs.  Daley  was  born  in  County 
Limerick,  Ireland,  March  17,  1841,  and  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  in  company  with  her  uncle, 
Michael  Hartegan,  when  she  was  fourteen  years  of 
age,  locating  at  Lawrence,  Mass.  There  she  resided 
for  eight  years  and  in  that  place  she  met  and  mar- 
ried our  subject.  Two  children  have  been  born  of 
this  union:  Thomas  Henry,  a  machinist  residing  in 
St.  Joseph;  and  Jennie  E.,  who  is  the  wife  of  John 
Shanahan,  a  resident  of  St.  Joseph.  Politically, 
Mr.  Daley  is  a  Democrat  and  aids  with  his  influence 
and  ballot  the  principles  of  his  chosen  party.  In 
his  religious  connections,  he  is  identified  with  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  be- 
longs. He  started  out  in  life  poor  and  friendless, 
a  poor  boy  in  a  strange  land,  but  he  was  industri- 
ous and  energetic,  and  prosperity  has  rewarded  his 
tireless  exertions. 


€-e^ 


•f#^^-f 


R.  J.  C.  COLE,  a  prominent  and  successful 
)j)  veterinary  surgeon  residing  in  Benton 
Harbor,  is  a  native  of  Canada,  having 
been  born  in  Kingston,  March  21,  1851. 
lie  is  the  son  of  Hiram  and  Fannie  (Spencer)  Cole, 
natives  of  Canada,  the  father  having  been  engaged 
by  the  Government.  Hiram  Cole  moved  to  Water- 
town,  N.  Y.,  in  18()1,  and  is  now  Intei'nal  Revenue 
Collector  there.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican 
War,  Florida  War  and  the  late    rebellion.      His 


childhood  years  were  passed  in  a  comparatively 
uneventful  manner  in  his  Canadian  home,  and  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  he  went  to  New  York  and  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Watertown,  that  State. 
He  availed  himself  to  the  utmost  of  the  excellent 
opportunities  given  him  for  acquiring  a  practical 
education,  and  through  diligence  in  his  studies 
gained  a  wide  range  of  information  and  l)road 
knowledge  of  men  and  historical  events. 

Returning  to  his  old  home  in  Canada  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  our  youthful  subject  com- 
menced the  study  of  veterinary  surgery,  and  be- 
came familiar  with  the  best  thoughts  of  acknowl- 
edged authorities  and  authors  in  that  profession. 
His  readings  were  conducted  under  the  preceptor- 
ship  of  Dr.  Edson  and  Dr.  Edward  Field,  the  latter 
being  a  man  of  note  in  the  profession  and  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Edinburgh  Veterinary  College,  Scot- 
land. After  conducting  his  studies  in  this  man- 
ner for  some  time,  our  subject  entered  the  Veter- 
inary School  of  Montreal,  where  he  remained  un- 
til completing  the  course  of  instruction  in  the  in- 
stitution, when  he  was  graduated.  He  was  also 
graduated  from  the  Veterinary  School,  established 
for  the  treatment  of  horses. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  Doctor  has  had 
every  advantage  in  the  way  of  getting  a  perfect 
theoretical  knowledge  of  veterinary  surgery,  and 
he  is  a  man  of  recognized  skill  and  efficiency  in 
the  profession.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  the 
treatment  of  horses,  and  in  fact  all  varieties  of 
stock.  His  practice  is  by  no  means  confined  to 
Benton  Harbor,  but  extends  throughout  the  sur- 
rounding country,  including  a  number  of  adjoin- 
ing counties.  The  Doctor  conducted  his  practice 
for  a  time  in  Canada,  whence  in  1883  he  came  to 
Benton  Harbor  and  has  since  made  his  home  in 
this  city,  devoting  his  attention  exclusively  to 
professional  duties. 

In  1886  the  Doctor  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Emma,  daughter  of  Myron  and  Mary  Hinkley, 
natives  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Cole  was  born,  reared 
and  educated  in  Benton  Harbor,  and  now,  in  ad- 
dition to  performing  her  household  duties  in  a 
most  capable  manner,  also  fills  the  position  of 
teacher  in  the  Benton  Harbor  High  School.  The 
home  is   blessed   by  the  presence  of  a  son,  Philip 
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H.,  a  manly  little  child,  in  whose  training  his  par- 
ents take  a  deep  interest  and  care.  Politically, 
Dr.  Cole  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  Republican  prin- 
ciples and  has  represented  the  First  Ward  as  Al- 
derman for  two  terms.  Socially,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 


^Tr^  LIAS  PARDEE,  long  a  prominent  business 
lU)  man  of  Dowagiac,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and 
llL^  now  a  highly  esteemed  and  leading  citizen 
of  the  city,  has  been  an  abiding  and  enterprising 
resident  of  his  i)resent  home  for  more  than  two- 
score  years,  but  is  now  retired  from  active  business. 
He  has  a  fine  collection  from  skilled  taxidermists 
of  the  State,  and  has  also  in  his  possession  some  of 
the  finest  trophies  of  the  field  and  stream.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a  native  of  Knox  County,  Ohio,  and  in  the 
thriving  town  of  Bloomfield  he  was  born  October 
7,  1826.  The  birthplace  of  his  father,  Isaac  Pardee, 
was  New  York  State,  where  in  the  old  homestead 
he  was  reared,  attending  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood.  Isaac  Pardee  removed  to  Ohio  in 
early  life  and  there  made  his  home  for  many  years. 
His  wife,  Lucy  (Dickerman)  Pardee,  was  born  in 
the  beautiful  city  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  which 
part  of  New  England  the  ancestors  of  Mrs.  Pardee 
had  lived  for  generation  after  generation. 

The  Pardees  are  of  French  extraction.  Grand- 
father Pardee  having  himself  been  a  native  of 
sunny  France.  He  came  to  this  country  in  his 
youth,  and  was  an  energetic  and  patriotic  Ameri- 
can citizen.  As  the  family  of  Isaac  Pardee  began 
to  cluster  about  the  fireside  of  the  Ohio  home,  he 
finally  determined  to  remove  with  his  family  to 
the  more  progressive  and  broadei*  fields  of  the 
farther  West,  and  in  1844  journeyed  to  Buchanan, 
Berrien  County,  Mich.  The  family  traveled  by 
team  and  spent  eleven  days  upon  the  way,  arriv- 
ing in  the  month  of  May.  Nearly  a  half-century 
has  passed  since  Elias  Pardee,  then  eighteen  years 
of  age,  came  to  the  State  destined  from  thence  to 
be  his  permanent  home.     A  constant  eye-witness 


of  the  rapid  development  of  the  country,  he  has 
actively  participated  in  its  advancement,  aiding  in 
all  enterprises  tending  to  local  growth  and  prog- 
ress, and  he  may  with  pride  recall  his  energetic 
and  public-spirited  efforts  of  other  and  early  days. 
In  1850,  our  subject  settled  in  the  village  of  Dow- 
agiac, and  two  years  later,  February  28,  1852,  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Central  Railroad  Company. 
He  continued  with  that  corporation  until  August 
1,  1861,  and  during  his  nine  years  of  faithful 
service  was  at  first  watchman  and  later  station 
agent  and  also  performed  the  duties  of  express 
agent.  An  excellent  financier,  he  invested  in 
farming  property,  but  after  a  time  disposed  of  his 
agricultural  interests,  selling  his  farm  in  1865.  He 
had  meantime,  in  1861,  erected  his  handsome  brick 
residence,  which  he  still  makes  his  city  home. 
Financially  prospeied,  Mr.  Pardee  long  ago  accu- 
mulated a  comfortable  competence.  In  1881,  he 
began  the  improvement  of  a  piece  of  land  lo- 
cated upon  Sisters'  Lake,  and  developed  the  once 
wilderness  into  a  beautiful  summer  resort.  On 
account  of  the  ill  health  of  his  estimable  wife,  our 
subject  finally  sold  out  his  interest  in  that  fine 
piece  of  real  estate.  Mr.  Pardee  entered  the  bonds 
of  matrimony  the  second  year  after  he  made  his 
home  in  Dowagiac,  being  married  June  10,  1853. 
In  1888,  our  subject,  who  has  long  been  a  noted 
hunter  and  fisherman,  established  a  camp  upon 
Magician  Lake,  where  he  spends  most  of  his  sum- 
mers. 


'^'UMES  L.  ROBINSON,  the  popular  Super- 
visor of  Calvin  Township,  Cass  County, 
x^\  I  was  born  in  Howard  Township,  this  county, 
^^  on  the  27th  of  January,  1848,  and  is  one  of 
three  sons  (one  being  older  and  one  younger  than 
himself)  born  to  Nathan  and  Margaret  (Hanson) 
Robinson.  His  father  was  born  in  New  York  State, 
November  15,  1820,  and  was  the  son  of  William 
Robinson,  the  latter  being  a  descendant  of  English 
ancestry  and  the  elder  of  two  sons,  though  the 
place  of  his  birth  is  beyond  our  research.  He  was 
a  soldier  in  the  W^r  of  1812, 
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Accompanied  by  his  family,  Grandfather  Robin- 
son came  West  in  1880,  and  settled  in  Erie  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. Politically,  he  was  a  Whig, and  in  his  religi- 
ous belief  he  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Pres- 
b3'terian  Church.  He  was  twice  married,  and  by 
his  first  union  had  two  sons,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject being  the  elder.  The  other  son  was  killed  by 
being  thrown  from  a  horse  when  a  young  man. 
William  also  came  to  an  untimely  end  by  an  ac- 
cidental death.  In  p]rie  County,  Ohio,  he  was 
caught  in  the  machinery  of  a  gristmill  and  in- 
stantly killed.  The  second  marriage  of  Grand- 
father Robinson  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  William,  Thomas,  Susan  and 
Alice. 

Nathan  Robinson  had  but  few  educational  ad- 
vantages, and  in  1840,  when  but  twenty  yeai'S  of 
age,  he  landed  in  Cass  County  with  but  seventy- 
five  cents  in  his  possession.  For  a  time  he  worked 
out  by  the  month,  and  finally  bought  forty  acres 
of  1  nd  in  Howard  Township,  running  in  debt  for 
the  greater  portion  of  the  purchase  price.  He  was 
a  man  of  determined  will  and  a  hard  worker,  and 
when  he  set  out  to  do  anything  he  saw  no  obstacles 
in  his  way,  and  even  though  he  had,  he  would 
have  overcome  every  hindrance  in  the  path  to 
success,  for  he  was  one  of  those  men  who  know  no 
such  word  as  ^'fail.^' 

March  27,  1845,  Nathan  Robinson  married  Miss 
Margaret  Hanson.  In  1852  he  left  his  wife  ajjd 
two  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  tlie  younger, 
on  the  home  farm  and  set  out  overland  for  the 
gold  fields  of  California,  where  for  two  years  he 
was  successful  as  a  gold  miner,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  returned  with  a  fair-sized  fortune.  Soon 
after  his  return  he  purchased  more  land  in  Howard 
Township  and  conducted  farming  operations  on  an 
extensive  scale.  A  Republican  in  politics,  he  was 
at  one  time  a  candidate  for  Supervisor  of  Howard 
Township,  but  as  that  township  was  overwhelm- 
ingly Democratic  he  failed  to  secure  the  election. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  September  3,  1879,  he 
was  the  owner  of  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
Cass  County  and  was  a  very  wealthy  man. 

Margaret,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (Sals bury)  Hanson. 


She  was  reared  in  New  York  State  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  an  eaily  day  with  her  parents.  She 
died  at  the  old  homestead  in  Jefferson  Township, 
June  If),  1891.  Of  the  brothers  of  James  L.,  Myron 
was  the  eldest  and  was  born  March  9,  1846;  he 
married  Miss  Annette  Krom,  and  the}^  have  two 
sons.  Freemont,  the  youngest,  was  born  May  14, 
1856;  he  married  Miss  Helen  Lowman,  the  sister 
of  our  subject's  wife,  and  they  live  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Jefferson  Township  that  fell  to  Mr. 
Robinson  on  the  death  of  his  mother.  They  have 
no  children. 

James  L.  Robinson  grew  to  manhood  on  his  fa- 
ther's farm,  receiving  but  the  ordinary  common- 
school  education  offered  by  the  schools  of  that  time 
and  place.  For  many  years  he  and  his  brother 
were  in  partnership  with  their  father  in  his  exten- 
sive farming  and  stock  interests.  On  the  12th  of 
February,  1871,  he  married  Miss  Mary  J.  Lowman, 
who  was  born  in  Clarke  County,  Ohio,  being  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Nancy  (Rench)  Lowman. 
She  was  six  years  of  age  wlien  her  parents  came  to 
Michigan  and  settled  in  Jefferson  Township,  Cass 
County,  where  her  father  now  lives,  being  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  the  community. 

Our  subject  removed  to  Jefferson  Township  in 
1867,  and  in  1872  he  and  his  wife  came  to  the 
place  where  they  now  live,  and  which  was  a  part  of 
his  father's  estate.  Their  interests  remained  iden- 
tical until  the  death  of  his  father  in  1879,  when 
the  property  fell  to  him  from  his  father's  estate. 
He  now  owns  and  operates  a  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  seventy  acres,  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  upon  which  he  conducts  successfully  general 
farming  and  stock-raising.  He  has  devoted  special 
attention  to  the  raising  of  fine  stock,  in  which  he 
has  met  with  more  than  ordinary  success.  Aside 
from  his  farming  and  stock-raising  interests,  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  owning  an 
interest  in  the  large  sawmills  at  Cassopolis  and  at 
Calvin  Centre,  being  in  partnership  with  C.  W. 
Bunn,  the  wealthy  colored  lumberman.  In  the 
spring  of  1892,  after  the  large  sawmill  at  Cassouoiis 
burned  down,  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  mill,  but 
still  retains  his  interest  in  the  stock  at  Calvin 
Centre. 

An  ardent  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Robinson 
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lias  served  in  many  local  offices,  to  which  he  has 
been  elected  on  the  ticket  of  that  party.  In  1889 
he  was  elected  Supervisor  of  his  township  and  has 
been  re-elected  every  year  since,  at  present  serv- 
ing his  fifth  term.  He  fills  the  office  with  great 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
his  constituency.  He  is  administrator  for  several 
estates  and  manages  them  with  marked  ability. 
He  is  considered  one  of  tlie  foremost  citizens  of 
his  county  and  township.  He  and  his  wife  have 
but  one  child,  Floyd  N.,  now  (1893)  twenty  years 
of  age.  He  was  educated  in  the  Notre  Dame  Uni- 
versity at  South  Bend,  Ind.,  and  resides  in  Grand 
Forks,  N.  Dak.,  being  engaged  in  the  transporta- 
tion business. 


C^  T.  LEE,  formerly  one  of  the  able  attor- 
neys-at-law  of  Cass  Count}^  Mich.,  but 
f)  now  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  his 
profession,  is  proprietor  of  the  widely-known  and 
valuable  Dowagiac  Stock  P^arm,  which  contains 
three  hundred  and  fifty  finely  cultivated  acres. 
It  is  noted  as  the  home  of  "  Sable  Guy  "  and  pos- 
sesses one  of  the  best  half-mile  tracks  in  the  State. 
Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Canandaigua  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  born  February  29,  1836.  The 
birthplace  of  his  father,  Mason  Lee,  was  Taunton, 
Mass.,  but  early  in  life  he  removed  to  New  York 
State,  where  he  established  a  home  for  himself  and 
family.  Determined  finally  to  see  and  judge  of 
the  broader  opportunities  offered  by  the  West,  the 
father,  leaving  behind  him  his  wife  and  family, 
visited  Michigan  on  a  prospecting  tour.  He  came 
to  the  town  of  Jefferson,  Cass  County,  in  1833, 
when  about  forty-two  years  of  age,  but  it  was  five 
years  before  his  family  rejoined  him  in  their  new 
home  m  Michigan.  Our  subject  received  his  pre- 
paratory education  in  Jefferson,  but  when  fourteen 
years  of  age  went  to  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  wliere  he 
entered  the  Baptist  Theological  College  and  took 
a  four-years  course  of  stuciy. 

Before  attaining  his    majority,  Mr.  Lee  entered 


into  the  bonds  of  matrimony,  in  1854  wedding 
Miss  Sarah  H.  Lockwood,  of  Cazenovia,  N.  Y.  Mrs. 
Lee  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Henr}-  Lockwood,  of 
Edwardsburgh,  Cass  County,  who  came  from  New 
I  York  State  in  1837,  and  settled  permanently  in 
I  the  township  of  Ontwa,  where,  after  thirty  years  of 
I  professional  usefulness,  he  passed  away,  mourned 
i  by  all  who  knew  him.  An  upright  man  and  skill- 
ful physician.  Dr.  Lockwood  was  honored  by  the 
community  to  whom  he  gave  valuable  service,  and 
his  memory  will  long  be  green  in  Cass  County. 
His  good  wife,  Sophia  Peck,  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, but  her  near  ancestors  were  of  English 
birth.  Five  children  have  blessed  the  home  of 
our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife.  The  sons  and 
daughters  are  in  the  order  of  their  birth:  Henry 
M.;  Fred  E.;  Elma  S.,  wife  of  Capt.  Leroy  Cahill, 
of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.;  Mabel  C.  and  Ray  E.  Each 
and  all  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  have  received 
excellent  educations  and  are  occup3Mng  influential 
positions  in  business  and  social  circles.  Mr.  Lee 
began  his  business  experience  as  clerk  in  the  first 
hardware  store  established  in  Dowagiac,  and.  en- 
terprising and  energetic,  soon  developed  a  talent 
for  winning  his  upward  way. 

In  1854,  our  subject  engaged  successfully  in 
business  for  himself  in  his  home  city.  He  subse- 
quently decided  to  adopt  a  profession  and  studied 
law  with  James  Sullivan;  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  1864,  being  received  into  partnership  with 
Mr.  Sullivan.  Mr.  Lee  was  an  excellent  attorney, 
thoroughl}^  versed  in  legal  lore,  and  acquired  a 
large  practice,  but  in  1875  he  devoted  himself  to 
the  banking  business.  June  1,  1885,  he  purchased 
the  magnificent  Dowagiac  Stock  Farm,  which,  aside 
from  the  celebrated  "  vSable  Guy,"  shelters  many 
promising  roadsters,  wiio  are  duly  exercised  u[)on 
the  fine  half-mile  track.  The  commodious  build- 
ings on  this  property  were  erected  by  the  Lee  fam- 
ily and  are  perfect  in  their  appointments.  Tiie 
Lees  also  own  an  extensive  farm  of  six  hundred 
acres,  lying  five  miles  north  of  Dowagiac,  and  sit- 
uated in  Wayne  Township.  Thirty  men  are  con- 
stantly employed  there,  cutting  on  an  average 
four  thousand  cords  of  wood  annually,  all  of  this 
large  product  finding  a  ready  market  in  the  works 
of  the  Round  Oak  Stove  Com  pan  3^  of  Dowagiac. 
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Our  subject  has  ever  been  numbered  among  the 
public-spirited  citizens  of  Cass  County,  and  iias 
materialh^  aided  in  the  promotion  and  develop- 
ment of  the  pn^gressive  interests  of  liis  Jjome  lo- 
cality. Me  enjoys  a  wide  acquaintance  throughout 
the  State  and  possesses  a  liost  of  friends.  Politi- 
cally, Mr.  Lee  is  and  always  has  been  a  stalwart 
Republican. 


@ 
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"^lOUN  A.  CORRKiAN.  In  enumerating  the 
prominent  business  est'^blishments  of  Ber- 
rien County,  mention  should  be  made  of  the 
^  general  mercantile  house  of  Parrish  tt  Cor- 
rigan,  of  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the 
junior  member.  The  firm  conducts  a  large  business 
at  Stevensville,  and  also  has  a  branch  store  at  Bar- 
roda,  this  county.  Both  in  these  villages  and 
throughout  the  surrounding  country  they  are  well 
and  favorably  known  as  business  men  of  large  re- 
sources, excellent  judgment  and  keen  discrimina- 
tion, and  their  genial  courtesy  and  fair  dealings 
have  commended  them  to  the  favor  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Corrigan  has  passed  his  entire  life  in  Berrien 
Count}^ — the  place  of  his  birth.  He  was  born  in 
Lincoln  Township,  January  23,  1863,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  Corrigan,  an  Irishman  by  birth,  who 
accompanied  his  father  to  America  when  a  mere 
lad  and  settled  in  Canada,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood. Upon  coming  to  Michigan,  he  located  in 
Lincoln  Township  and  purchased  forty  acres  of  un- 
improved land,  upon  which  no  attempt  at  cultiva- 
tion had  ever  been  made.  He  cleared  twenty  acres 
and  sold  the  other  twenty  acres  comprising  the 
place;  Upon  his  farm  he  embarked  in  the  business 
of  raising  fruit  and  continued  thus  engaged  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1881. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Zephia  Roberts  and  was  born  in  Ocrman}-,  emi- 
grating to  the  United  States  in  girlhood  and  set- 
tling in  Berrien  County,  Mich.  Of  her  union  six 
children  were  born,  four  of  whom  are  living,  as 
follows:  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  N.  Barnes,  a  far- 
mer residing  on  the    old    homestead    in    Lincoln 


Township;  Annie,  Mrs.  Alexander  Shearer,  also  a 
resident  of  Lincoln  Township;  Edward,  who  makes 
his  home  at  Riverside,  Mich.,  and  is  engaged  in 
faiining  pursuits;  and  John  A.,  of  this  sketch. 
Politically,  the  father  of  this  family  was  an  advo- 
cate of  free  trade  and  a  supporter  of  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  a  successful  fruit- 
grower, and  by  energy  and  good  management  ac- 
cumulated a  valuable  property. 

In  the  common  schools  of  Lincoln  Township  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  fair  education.  At 
the  age  of  about  eighteen  he  entered  the  store  of 
William  Parrish,  where  for  three  years  he  occupied 
a  clerical  position.  He  then  embarked  in  business 
for  himself,  and  after  conducting  the  enterprise 
alone  for  one  year  he  formed  a' partnership  with 
his  former  employer,  Mr.  Parrish,  and  purchased 
the  stock  owned  by  W.  G.  Milke,  entering  upon  a 
business  connection  which  still  continues.  Their 
store  is  the  largest  m  Stevensville,  and  the  branch 
establishment  opened  at  Barroda  in  May,  1891,  is 
also  proving  a  profitable  venture.  In  both  places 
the  firm  conducts  a  general  banking  business. 

A  Republican  in  his  political  preferences,  Mr. 
Corrigan  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  local  af- 
fairs and  for  three  years  has  served  as  Township 
Clerk.  He  was  present  and  assisted  in  conducting 
the  first  election  of  the  incorporated  village  of 
Stevensville,  and  has  been  in  other  ways  closely 
connected  with  the  growth  and  progress  of  the 
community.  Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the 
Royal  Arch  Masons  and  the  Commander}^  at  St. 
Joseph,  and  the  I  ndependent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
at  Bridgman. 


^1  ERRY  ROURKE.  This  gentleman,  who  re- 
sides on  section  21,  Silver  Creek  Township, 
where  he  owns  a  fine  farm,  is  one  of  the 
progressive  and  capable  farmers  of  the  lo- 
cality, his  farm  attesting  by  its  thrift  and_produc- 
tiveness  the  excellent  qualities  of  thoroughness  and 
system  which  mark  the  owner.     He    was   born   on 
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section  10,  this  township,  in  1853,  and  is  the  son 
of  Timothy  and  Margaret  (Hagerty)  Rourke,  and 
tlie  grandson  of  Timothy  Rourke,  Sr.  The  latter 
was  a  native  of  the  Green  Isle  of  p]rin,  born  on 
Castle  Island,  and  there  he  was  reared  to  mature 
years.  He  was  married  in  his  native  country,  reared 
a  good-sized  family,  and  became  quite  wealthy. 
All  his  life  was  passed  on  the  Emerald  Isle,  and 
there  his  wife  too  received  her  final  summons. 

Timothy  Rourke,  Jr.,  was  also  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, and  inherited  the  quick  wit  and  agreeable 
manners  of  those  of  his  nationality.  He  remained 
in  his  native  country  until  he  reached  manhood, 
and  then  a  great  desire  came  over  him  to  cross  to 
the  United  States  and  become  a  wealthy  and  prom- 
inent farmer.  Many  of  his  countrymen  were  set- 
tling in  the  New  World,  and  about  1838  he  braved 
Neptune's  tender  mercies  and  reached  the  Ameri- 
can coast.  He  first  made  a  settlement  in  the  grand 
old  State  of  Virginia,  and  as  his  means  were  limited 
at  first,  he  worked  out  for  other  people.  Later  he 
went  to  Canada,  but  after  a  residence  there  of  about 
three  years  he  decided  that  the  United  States  were 
good  enough  for  him,  and  so  returned,  settling  first 
in  Kalamazoo.  Later  he  came  to  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  and  with  his  brother-in-law  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 

While  residing  in  Canada  he  married  Miss  Mar- 
garet Hagerty,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Julia 
(Connell)  Hagerty,  and  five  children  were  born  of 
this  union:  Anna,  Julia  and  Timothy,  who  are 
deceased;  Jerry,  our  subject;  and  Maggie.  Mr. 
Rourke  and  family  were  members  of  tlie  Catholic 
Church  and  liberal  contributors  to  the  same.  In 
politics,  he  advocated  the  principles  and  policy  of 
the  Democratic  party.  He  was  a  man  possessed  of 
much  determination  and  energy,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1857,  had  accum- 
ulated a  fair  fortune.  His  widow  is  still  living 
and  has  now  passed  her  three-score  years  and  ten. 
She  has  been  an  invalid  for  some  time. 

Jerry  Rourke  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  and  like  the  average  farmer  boy  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools.  He  early 
became  familiar  with  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and 
assisted  his  father  in  improving  the  home  place  un- 
til a  young  man.     He  then  started  out  for  himself. 


and  it  was  but  natural  perhaps  that  he  should 
choose  agricultural  pursuits  as  his  occupation  in 
life.  By  industry  and  good  management  he  be- 
came the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  land  and  he  now 
has  a  comfortable  home.  All  his  farming  opera- 
tions are  conducted  in  a  manner  showing  him  to 
be  progressive  and  well  posted  on  all  agricultural 
matters. 

In  the  year  1886  he  was  chosen  Supervisor,  held 
that  position  four  years,  and  in  1893  was  again 
elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  was  the  first 
Democrat  elected  to  that  position  in  the  township, 
and  the  capable  and  efficient  manner  in  which  he 
has  discharged  the  duties  of  office  has  won  him  the 
admiration  and  respect  of  both  parties. 


LBION  SMITH,  an  honored  and  respected 
citizen  of  Watervliet,  Herrien  County,  is 
a  man  of  large  experience  in  the  commu- 
nity where  he  has  made  his  home  for  many 
years.  His  estate  is  the  result  of  hard  labor,  and 
his  landed  possessions  aggregate  two  hundred  and 
ninety  acres,  one  hundred  and  seven t}'  of  which 
have  been  cleared  and  improved  in  the  last  few 
years.  Mr.  Smith  has  retired  from  active  work, 
and  now,  surrounded  by  his  family  and  friends,  is 
paasing  the  declining  years  of  his  well-spent  life 
amid  the  comforts  which  money  can  provide. 

Mathias  Smith,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  is 
supposed  to  have  been  born  on  Martha's  Vineyard, 
on  the  Atlantic  Coast.  He  was  a  sea-captain  and 
took  an  active  part  in  the  French  and  Indians  Wart, 
using  his  strength  in  the  service  of  the  English. 
He  removed  to  Maine,  where  he  reared  a  family 
of  eight  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  died  in  the 
prime  of  life.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a 
merchant  by  occupation,  and,  like  his  father,  was 
of  a  patriotic  nature,  and  served  his  country  in  the 
War  of  1812,  after  which  he  went  into  business 
with  an  uncle,  John  Smith  by  name,  who  was  a 
sailor.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  White,  was  born  in  Redfield, 
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in  the  year  1792,  and  died  in  this  State.  Mr. 
Wliite  was  a  successful  farmer  in  his  time,  and 
died  in  Albion,  Me.  He  was  a  Universalist  in  his 
religious  belief,  as  was  also  his  daughter. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  village. 
Red  field,  Kennebec  County,  Me.,  where  he  was 
born  February  23,  1824,  to  George  and  Celia 
(White)  Smith.  Young  Albion  was  given  a  fair 
school  education,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he 
helped  his  father  some  in  the  hotel  business.  He 
continued  in  this  line  until  he  reached  mature 
years,  and  then  left  home  for  a  short  trip  through 
northern  Maine,  where  he  spent  some  time  in  hunt- 
ing and  lumbering.  Subsequently  he  returned 
home  and  resumed  the  proprietorship  of  his  fa- 
ther's hotel,  remaining  there  until  he  became 
twenty-seven  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  de- 
cided to  travel,  and  boarded  a  train  en  route  to 
Buffalo.  From  there  he  went  by  boat  to  Detroit, 
Mich.,  and  thence  to  Chicago,  being  four  days  on 
the  trip.  His  intended  wife  was  at  that  time  living 
in  Illinois,  and  after  spending  the  winter  of  1852 
in  a  pork-packing  establishment  in  the  city  of  Du- 
buque, in  the  early  spring  he  began  railroading,  by 
taking  charge  of  a  bridge  gang.  He  went  to  Buf- 
falo and  there  secured  the  lumber  to  build  the  first 
bridge  ever  erected  across  the  Mississippi,  which 
was  at  Rock  Island.  In  the  fall  of  1856  Mr.  Smith 
came  to  Watervliet  and  worked  in  the  mill  for  his 
brother,  and  a  year  later  located  on  the  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  which  he  now  makes  his 
home. 

Mr.  Smith  has  been  an  industrious  and  honest 
man  all  his  life,  and  by  good  management  has, 
from  time  to  time,  added  to  his  estate,  until  now 
he  is  well  deserving  of  the  praise  due  him  as  a 
successful  farmer.  His  land  is  all  in  a  good  state 
of  cultivation,  and  has  been  improved  with  the 
numerous  appliances  of  modern  times.  Twenty 
acres  of  his  farm  are  devoted  to  the  raising  of 
fruit,  and  the  fine  appearance  of  the  orchards  adds 
greatly  to  the  value  of  the  farm. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  to  Helen  F.  Nelson  No- 
vember 6,  1853.  She  was  born  February  26,  1834, 
in  Winthrop,  Me.,  to  Charles  and  Emil}-  (Billing- 
ton)  Nelson,  who  were  both  natives  of  the  Pine 
Tree    State,  having  been  born    in  Winthrop  and 


Wayne  respectively.  Charles  Nelson  was  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade,  and  went  to  Illinois  about 
the  year  1849,  where  he  lived  during  his  active 
life.  His  wife  passed  away  at  Richland  Centre, 
Wis.,  leaving  two  sons  and  four  daughters:  Ever- 
ett, of  Maine;  Charles  R.,  of  Wisconsin;  Helen  F.; 
Flora,  who  died  in  Wisconsin;  Addie,  of  Ashland, 
Wis.;  and  Josie.  Our  subject  has  been  the  father 
of  eight  children:  Ora,wifeof  Frank  Selter;  Cora, 
wife  of  L.  W.  Jeffery;  Frank,  who  died  when  in 
his  twenty-eighth  year,  leaving  one^on.  Ford,  who 
liv^es  with  his  grandparents;  Flora,  now  Mrs.  Cur- 
tiss,  of  Riverside;  Celia,  wife  of  Frank  Bardon; 
George  F.;  Josie,  Mrs.  Scherer;  and  Mabel. 


j^OLAND  MORRILL,  a  successful  general  ag- 
^  riculturist  and  prominent  fruit-grower  of 
\\  Benton  Township,  Berrien  County,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Michigan,  and  was  born  in  Coldwa- 
ter  in  1852.  The  Morrill  family  are  of  English 
descent,  various  branches  of  the  name  having  for 
many  generations  occupied  with  distinction  high 
social,  political  and  business  positions  throughout 
New  England.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Jeremiah  Morrill,was  a  native  of  Irasburgh, 
Vt.,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated,  removing 
in  mature  years  to  Michigan.  One  of  his  sons, 
Joseph  Morrill,  the  father  of  Roland,  was  a  boy  of 
enterprise  and  spirit,  and  early  resolved  to  try  his 
fortune  in  the  then  far  West  of  Michigan.  Unin- 
cumbered by  any  surplus  baggage,  he  left  Irasburgh 
wiien  a  lad  of  sixteen,  and,  with  determined  pur- 
pose and  untiring  energy,  walked  the  greater  part 
of  the  way  to  Coldwater,  Mich.,  near  which  place 
he  made  his  home  for  years.  The  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  which  he  perseveringly  cultivated  " 
were  located  ten  miles  from  the  village,  and  upon 
the  land,  surrounded  by  Indians,  the  young  pio- 
neer lived  alone  for  sixteen  years. 

In  1848,  Joseph  Morrill  was  united  in  marriage 
in  Coldwater  with  Miss  Mary  J.  Jones,  a  native  of 
Canada,   but   an    early    resident   of  Michigan,  to 
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which  State  she  emigrated  with  her  parents.  Mr. 
Morrill  had  found  much  time  for  study  in  his  se- 
cluded life,  and,  gaining  an  excellent  knowledge  of 
medicine,  became  a  skillful  and  well-known  pio- 
neer physician  of  Coldwater,  enjoying  a  large  prac- 
tice and  commanding  the  high  respect  of  his  fel- 
low-townsmen. The  pleasant  home  of  the  worthy 
physician  and  his  good  wife  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  three  sons,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
eldest.  Dana,  the  second-born,  is  a  prosperous 
business  man, of  Omaha,  Neb.;  and  Flavins,  the 
youngest,  is  a  resident  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
IS  connected  with  a  railroad  company.  While  the 
children  were  yet  in  their  early  years,  the  parents 
removed  to  Grand  Rapids,  and  in  that  city  the 
boys  attended  the  public  schools  and  received  the 
best  educational  advantages  their  surroundings 
afforded. 

Roland  Morrill  became  self-supporting  while  only 
a  lad,  and  soon  after  attaining  his  majority  settled 
in  Berrien  County,  since  1872  his  constant  resi- 
dence. Beginning  in  life  for  himself,  he  worked 
by  the  month  for  one  3^ear,  and  then  rented  a  farm. 
Industrious  and  a  good  manager,  he  was  prospered, 
and  later  purchased  land,  now  owning  a  fine  home- 
stead of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  substantially 
improved  with  excellent  buildings.  Aside  from 
his  other  occupations,  Mr.  Morrill  is  profitably  in- 
terested in  the  nursery  business,  and,  a  man  of  ac- 
knowledged executive  ability,  has  long,  been  a 
member  and  has  held  the  oflSce  of  Director  in  the 
State  Horticultural  Society,  and  is  also  a  valued 
member  of  the  World's  Fair  Commission  in  the 
horticultural  display  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Morrill  was  married  in  1873  to  Miss  Ella 
Pearl,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  H.  Pearl, 
old  and  esteemed  settlers  of  Berrien  County.  Two 
children,  a  son  and  daughter,  Warren  and  Mabel, 
have  been  born  unto  our  subject  and  his  excellent 
wife.  In  political  aflfiliation  Mr.  Morrill  is  a  stanch 
'  Republican,  taking  an  active  inteiest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  day.  He  has  been  an  important  factor  in 
local  progress  and  improvements,  and  with  two 
other  leading  citizens  has  ably  discharged  the  du- 
ties of  Superintendent  or  Supervisor  of  the  Poor 
of  the  county.  During  his  score  of  years  passed  in 
Berrien  County,  our  subject  has  aided  and  encour- 


aged educational  advancement,  i)romoted  business 
enterprise,  and  entirely  through  his  own  self- 
reliant  efforts  has  won  his  way  to  assured  success 
in  life. 


-^^>^^<^=^ 


x^ll  B.  GARDNER,  the  popular  and  efficient 
[@Ol  Cashier  in  the  office  of  the  Round  Oak 
Stove  Works,  Dowagiac,  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  was  born  in  the  city  where  he  now 
resides  August  2,  1870.  He  is  the  only  son  and 
only  child  of  Charles  and  Mary  D.  (Beck with) 
Gardner,  both  of  his  parents  being  widely  known 
in  the  State,  and  enjoying  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  a  large  circle  of  friends.  The  father  was 
born  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  reared  and 
educated  in  the  Empire  State.  He  attained  to 
manhood  in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  but  soon  af- 
ter arriving  at  mature  age  determined  to  try  his 
fortunes  in  the  farther  West.  When  twent3'-two 
years  old  he  settled  in  Dowagiac  and  began  life 
for  himself  in  the  grocery  business.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1869  to  Mary  D.  Beck  with,  daughter  of 
P.  D.  and  Catherine  Beck  with,  of  Dowagiac.  Mv. 
Beckwith  was  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
Dowagiac,  public-spirited  and  progressive,  and  was 
for  many  years  one  of  the  most  important  factors  in 
the  advancement  of  the  social  and  business  in- 
terests of  the  city.  The  mother  of  our  subject  en- 
joyed the  advantage  of  a  superior  education,  and 
is  a  lady  of  worth  and  fine  attainments. 

In  1877,  Charles  Gardner,  with  his  wife  and 
son,  removed  to  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  and  engaged 
successfully  in  the  dry-goods  trade,  and  continued 
to  profitably  handle  merchandise  until  1891,  when 
he  sold  out  and  retired  from  business.  Our  sub- 
ject attended  the  primary  and  grammar  schools  of 
Battle  Creek,  and  having  passed  through  the  high- 
est grade  of  the  latter  with  great  credit,  came  in 
1885  to  Dowagiac.  Residing  with  his  maternal 
grandfather,  Mr.  Beckwith,  he  entered  the  High 
School,  and  after  a  three-years  course  of  instruction, 
graduated  from  that  institution,  and  in  1888  re- 
turned home.     He  spent  one  year  in  the  dry-goods 
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business  in  Battle  Creek,  but  January  1,  1889, 
again  made  Dowagiac  his  residence.  He  received 
immediate  employment  in  the  Round  Oak  Stove 
Works,  and  for  several  months  worked  in  various 
parts  of  the  factory,  familiarizing  himself  with  the 
details  of  the  extensive  and  prosperous  business. 
Within  a  twelvemonth  Mr.  Gardner  was  appointed 
Cashier,  and  has  since  discharged  with  ability  the 
responsible  duties  of  the  position. 

October  23,  1889,  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Amanda  Stark,  daughter  of  Myron 
and  Sarah  (Harris)  Stark,  of  Dowagiac.  The  youth- 
ful couple  occupy  an  enviable  social  position,  and 
are  participants  in  the  leading  events  of  the  city. 
Mr.  Gardner  is  in  i)olitical  conviction  a  strong 
Democrat,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  local  and 
national  issues.  Earnest,  energetic  and  devoted 
to  his  daily  round  of  care,  he  is  also  enterprising, 
and  now  only  upon  the  threshold  of  manhood, 
has  already  entered  upon  the  beginning  of  a  career 
whose  future  outlook  is  bright  with  hope  and 
promise.  Our  subject  is  fraternally  connected 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  a  member  of 
Dowagiac  Lodge.  He  is  also  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Round  Oak  Society,  and,  liberal  spirited, 
IS  ever  foremost  in  any  work  tending  to  promote 
the  public  welfare. 


*m*'9m>y^ft  \r    im    p  fci 


NDREW    J.    MH.LARD,   an    enterprising 
citizen,  for  ten  years  a  Constable  of  New 
Buffalo  Township,  Berrien  Count}^  Mich., 
iQ^/  is  also  one  of  the  leading  general  farmers 

and  horticulturists  of  the  county,  and  is  widely 
known  as  a  man  of  high  business  ability  and  up- 
right character.  Mr.  Millard  has  been  a  dweller  in 
Berrien  County  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
but  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  was  born 
in  Allegany  County,  June  21,  1838.  His  parents 
were  William  C.  and  Polly  (Ripen bark)  Millard, 
life-time  residents  of  the  State  of  New  York,  where 
they  commanded  high  respect  as  useful  and  in- 
dustrious citizens  and  descendants  of  honored  an- 
cestry.    The  father  was  a  native  of  Berlin,  Rens- 


selaer County,  and  was  born  in  1798.  His  father, 
Elijah  Millard,  born  in  Rhode  Island,  was  of 
English  and  Welsh  descent.  The  paternal  great- 
grandfather, Elijah,  was  a  native  of  England,  and 
having  resided  for  some  time  in  the  United  States 
returned  to  his  native  land  to  dispose  of  his  prop- 
erty, seven  business  blocks,  which  he  owned  in  the 
city  of  London,  but  upon  the  tri[)  across  was  lost 
at  sea.  The  father,  William  Millard,  was  a  man  of 
resolution  and  unusual  strength  of  character,  and 
lived  to  a  good  old  age,  passing  to  his  rest  in  1874. 

The  excellent  mother,  likewise  a  native  of  Alle- 
gany County,  N.  Y.J  was  a  daughter  of  Adam 
and  Pluebe  (Sears)  Ripenbark,  and  was  reared,  ed- 
ucated and  married  in  her  native  county,  and 
there  passed  her  entire  life,  dying  in  the  home  of 
her  youth  in  1869.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
Mr.  Ripenbark,  and  the  maternal  great-grandfather, 
Mr.  Sears,  both  served  with  courage  in  the  War  of 
the  Revolution,  and  transmitted  to  their  descend- 
ants an  enviable  record  of  heroic  patriotism.  The 
father  and  mother  of  our  subject  were  the  parents 
of  three  children,  who  all  lived  to  adult  age.  An- 
drew J.  was  the  eldest-born  and  attained  to  man- 
hood in  the  old  Allegany  County  home.  He 
enjoyed  advantages  of  instruction  in  the  school 
of  the  neighborhood,  and  was  early  trained  into 
habits  of  self  reliance  and  industry.  In  1863,  our 
subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Huldah 
Younglove,  a  resident  of  the  Empire  State.  This 
estimable  lady  survived  her  marriage  about  eleven 
years  and  passed  away  in  1874.  She  was  the 
mother  of  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  now 
living.  Emma,  the  eldest-born,  is  the  wife  of  John 
Davis;  Lewis,  Mary  and  Warren  complete  the  sur- 
viving sons  and  daughters  who  once  gathered 
around  the  family  fireside. 

Mr.  Millard,  many  years  after  the  death  of  his 
first  companion,  again  entered  the  bonds  of  matri- 
mony, and  upon  June  25,  1888,  married  Mrs.  Car- 
rie (Hudson)  Whitford,  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Betsey  Hudson,  and  a  native  of  Trumbull  County, 
Ohio.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Millard  are  now  both 
deceased,  passing  to  their  rest  in  Ohio.  Our 
subject  emigrated  from  New  York  State  to  Michi- 
gan in  1867,  and  at  once  located  in  Berrien  County 
and  purchased  sixty  acres  of  the  land  he  now  owns. 
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To  this  tract  he  has  added  until  lie  has  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  a  fine  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirt3^-eight  acres,  which  he  has  himself 
cleared  from  heavy  timber  and  made  one  of  the 
best  and  most  productive  pieces  of  farming  prop- 
ert}^  in  this  locality.  The  homestead  is  likewise 
improved  with  excellent  buildings  and  an  attrac- 
tive residence,  and  presents  a  scene  of  thrift  and 
plenty.  Aside  from  grain  and  similar  products, 
quantities  of  berries  are  raised  upon  the  place, 
which  also  has  an  orchard  of  choice  fruit.  Polit- 
ically, Mr.  Millard  is  a  Republican,  and  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Lincoln. 

He  has  occupied  his  pre&ent  ofldcial  position  for 
a  half-score  of  years  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  his 
fellow-townsmen,  by  whom  he  is  esteemed  as  a 
man  of  ability  and  a  liberal-spirited  and  progress- 
ive citizen.  Our  subject  is  not  connected  by  mem- 
bership with  any  denomination,  but  his  good  father 
was  a  devout  Baptist,  and  the  mother  adhered  to 
the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Mr.  Millard  is  a  man  who  never  refuses  aid  to  any 
worthy  work,  religious  or  benevolent,  and  is  a 
sincere  friend  and  excellent  neighbor. 


^M-= 


y'^^LLIAM  R.  KIRBY.  Few  families  in  Vo- 
linia  Township  have  a  higher  standing  for 
,,  ^,  character,  ability  and  enterprise  than  the 
one  represented  by  the  name  at  the  head  of  this 
paragraph,  and  in  its  various  members  it  is  emi- 
nently worthy  of  the  respect  which  is  universally 
conceded  to  it.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  native 
of  the  grand  old  P^mpire  State,  born  in  Otsego 
County  December  31,  1845,  to  the  marriage  of 
Rev.  John  and  Mary  J.  (Rouse)  Kirby,  the  father 
a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  born  July  30, 
1817,  and  the  mother  of  Columbia  County, N.Y., 
born  April  23,  1818. 

The  paternal  grandfather,  William  Kirby,  was 
also  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer  and  shepherd.  He  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Bentley,  a  native  of  the  same  place, 
and  shortly  afterwards  took  passage  for  America. 


This  was  in  1820,  and  he  rented  a  farm  near  Al- 
bany, N.  Y.,  the  same  year.  In  1846  he  came  to 
Michigan,  settling  in  the  township  east  of  Marcel- 
lus,  and  on  wild  land  whicli  he  improved,  and 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His 
death  occurred  in  1869,  and  his  wife  followed  him 
to  the  grave  in  1877.  They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  four  of  whom  are  living:  John, 
James,  Thomas  B.  and  Peter.  The  mother  was  a 
member  of  the  Bai)tist  Church. 

Rev.  John  Kirby  was  but  a  child  when  brought 
to  America  by  his  parents,  and  he  grew  to  manhood 
in  New  York  State.  A  fair  education  was  received 
in  the  common  schools,  and  after  reaching  mature 
years  he  engaged  as  a  farmer  and  carpenter.  In 
October,  1839,  he  married  Miss  Rouse,  daughter  of 
Christopher  and  Jane  (Crippen)  Rouse,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Columbia  County,  N.  Y. 
Mr.  Rouse  was  a  farmer,  and  at  an  early  date  moved 
to  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.  He  passed  away  in  1863, 
and  she  in  1850.  Two  living  children  were  the 
only  fruits  of  their  union.  Mr.  Kirby  came  to 
Michigan  in  1846, settling  in  Flowerfield  Township, 
St.  Joseph  County,  where  he  followed  farming.  For 
some  time  he  was  troubled  with  the  ague,  but  re- 
mained there  for  eighteen  years  and  improved  a 
good  home.  He  moved  to  Cass  County  in  1865 
and  settled  on  his  present  property.  He  carries 
on  farming  and  is  enterprising  and  progressive. 
He  was  ordained  on  the  5th  of  March,  1843,  as  a 
Baptist  minister,  and  performed  the  work  of  a  mis- 
sionary throughout  southwestern  Michigan. 

P'or  fourteen  years  he  was  pastor  of  Newburg 
church,  thirteen  years  pastor  of  Volinia  church, 
and  ten  years  pastor  of  Flowerfield  church.  He  is 
now  retired  from  active  work.  To  his  marriage 
were  born  eleven  children,  seven  now  living: 
Mrs.  Jane  Chamberlain,  William  R.,  Belle  Ferris, 
Susan,  George  B..  Rachel  A.  Gard  and  Allan.  All 
these  children  are  well  educated.  A  stanch  Re- 
publican in  his  political  views,  Mr.  Kirby  was  Su- 
.  pervisor  of  Flowerfield  Township  seven  years,  and 
held  the  same  position  in  Volinia  Township  for 
four  years.     One  of  his  sons  has  taught  school. 

Our  subject,  who  is  the  eldest  son  born  to  his 
parents,  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm  in 
Michigan,  whither  the  parents  had  moved  in  1847, 
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and  attended  scliool  in  St.  Joseph  County.  When 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  started  out  to  fight 
life's  battles  for  himself,  and  first  bought  land  in 
Ottawa  County.  There  he  remained  a  few  years, 
when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Cass  County.  This 
was  in  1865  and  the  county  was  well  covered  with 
timber.  lie  purchased  eighty-four  acres  of  land, 
began  at  once  to  clear  and  make  improvements, 
and  now  has  eight}^  acres  under  a  fine  state  of  cul- 
tivation. He  built  a  fine  residence  in  1876,  at  a 
co^t  of  11,000, and  the  following  year  was  married 
to  Miss  May  Mack,  a  native  of  Tom])kins  County, 
N.  v.,  born  in  1843.  IJer  parents  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1863,  but  are  now  deceased.  JMr.  Kirby  is 
a  Master  INIason  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the 
progress  of  his  order.  He  served  several  times  as 
jNIaster  of  the  same.  In  i)olitics  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  has  frequently  been  a  delegate  to  conventions. 
He  has  been  Township  Treasurer  for  two  years,  is 
Director  of  School  District  No.  5,  and  is  serving  his 
twelfth  term  as  Township  Clerk. 


LHASA  NT  N.  ZANE,  a  successful  general 
agriculturist  and  leading  citizen  of  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  is  a  native  of  the  State, 
and  was  born  in  Jefferson  Township  No- 
vember 27,  1842.  His  parents.  Maxwell  and  Jane 
Norton  Zane,  were  well  known  in  the  county  and 
highly  respected  as  useful  And  upright  citizens. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Isaac  Zane,  was  by  birth 
a  Southerner,  and  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  after- 
ward becoming  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Ken- 
tucky. From  Kentucky  he  journeyed  to  Logan 
County,  Ohio,  and  thence  proceeded  after  a  time 
to  tiie  wilds  of  Michigan,  and  in  1832  came  to 
Cass  County,  where  he  died.  His  wife  survived 
him,  living  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four. 
The  children  who  gathered  in  the  pioneer  home 
were  Isaac,  Elbenezer,  William,  Squire,  John,  Max- 
well, Catherine  and  Lavina. 

Maxwell  Zane  was  born  in  Logan  County,  Ohio, 
in  1806,     Having  attained  to  manhood  and  mar- 


ried, he  in  1829,  with  his  wife,  made  their  home 
in  Michigan.  Their  property  was  transported  in 
a  wagon  drawn  by  a  yoke  of  cattle,  but  the  wife 
rode  the  entire  distance  on  a  pony.  They  located 
on  section  22,  Jefferson  Township,  and  were  eye- 
witnesses of  the  wonderful  changes  of  the  suc- 
ceeding years.  The  father  of  our  subject  served 
bravely  in  the  Sioux  War,  and  after  a  life  of  use- 
fulness died  in  January,  1843. 

Maxwell  Zane  was  an  energetic  man  and  had 
well  tilled  the  land  he  received  from  the  Govern- 
ment, a  greater  part  of  the  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  being  cleared  and  highly  improved.  He  was 
a  religious  man  and  active  in  the  church,  being 
a  member  of  the  "Hard-shell"  Baptists.  His  two 
children  are  Nancy  Monroe  and  l^leasant  N. 
Two  are  deceased.  Philander  R.  and  Rachel.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  yet  surviving,  is  a  native 
of  Logan  County,  Ohio,  and  was  born  December 
5,  1807.  She  married  Josiah  Lumpkin,  now  de- 
ceased. Although  advanced  in  years,  she  is  well 
and  hearty  and  keeps  house,  residing  by  herself. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Norton,  who  emi- 
grated from  North  Carolina  to  Ohio  about  1805. 
From  the  Buckej^e  State  the  Nortons  removed  to 
Michigan  in  1828.  Mr.  Norton  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  seventy-three,  but  his  wife  survived 
him  three  years  later.  He  left  three  sons  and 
two  daughters:  Pleasant,  Richard,  Levi,  Jane  and 
Mahala.  Reared  upon  a  farm,  our  subject  was 
early  trained  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture.  He 
attended  the  district  school  and  received  instruc- 
tion in  various  other  institutions  in  Hillsdale 
and  Kalamazoo,  but  was  not  fond  of  study,  pre- 
ferring work. 

When  twenty-one  years  of  age  Mr.  Zane  made 
the  overland  trip  to  California,  and  drove  through 
from  Brooklyn,  Iowa,  to  the  Golden  State,  be- 
ing four  months  and  sixteen  days  on  the  jour- 
ney. He  returned  home  in  about  nine  months, 
making  the  trip  eastward  by  water.  He  has  since 
farmed  continuously  upon  his  two  hundred  and 
sixteen  acres,  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  which 
comprise  a  part  of  his  father's  old  homestead. 
Politically,  our  subject  is  a  Democrat,  and  has 
etliciently  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  township. 
He  cast  his  first  vote  for   Seymour.     Fraternally, 
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Mr.  Zane  is  a  valued  mem  her  of  tlie  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  with  which  society  he  has 
long  atliliated.  Our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage in  December,  1866,  with  Miss  Addie  Tiet- 
sort,  born  in  Cassopolis  and  the  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Julia  (Fisher)  Tietsort,  early  residents  of  Cass 
County.  The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  and  Mr*. 
Zane  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  son, 
Frank,  a  promising  young  man,  a  telegraph  oper- 
ator. Our  subject  and  bis  estimable  wife  enjoy 
the  regard  of  a  large  acquaintance,  and  are  fore- 
most in  the  good  work  and  social  enterprise  of 
their  home  locality. 


3^'#@!^^ 


=^=^ 
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BURGET  DES  V0IGNE8.     The  career  of 
a   lawyer  is  a  succession    of  contests,   and 

■  - >   the   successes   made   in    the   legal   field  are 

probably  more  than  in  any  other  calling  in  life 
examples  of  the  "survival  of  the  fittest."  To 
become  distinguished  at  the  Bar  requires  not  only 
cai)acity,  but  also  sound  judgment  an<l  persevering 
industry,  and  these  qualities  are  admirably  com- 
bined in  L.  Burget  Des  Voignes.  This  gentleman 
was  born  at  Mt.  Eaton,  Wayne  County,  Ohio, 
October  14,  1857,  the  son  of  Louis  A.  Des  Voignes, 
and  the  grandson  of  Peter  Des  Voignes,  who  was 
a  native  of  Berne,  Switzerland.  The  latter  was  a 
dry-goods  merchant  in  his  native  city,  and  was  a 
man  of  excellent  judgment  and  good  business 
methods.  His  three  sons  were  named  Augustus, 
Jules  and  Louis.  Mr.  Des  Voignes,  with  his  wife 
and  three  sons,  came  to  America  in  1844,  and 
located  at  Mt.  Eaton,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  boot  and  shoe  business.  Upon  settling  in  this 
country  he  became  a  Whig  m  politics,  and  later  a 
Republican.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  died  in  1861,  in  full  communion  with 
that  church. 

Louis  A.  Des  Voignes,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Berne,  Switzerland,  and  was  eleven  years  of 
age  w^hen  he  crossed  the  ocean  to  the  "  land  of  tiie 
free."  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Mt.  Eaton,  but 
when  tw^elve  years  of  age  started  to  work  in  a 


store.  Later  in  life  he  and  his  two  brothers 
bought  the  building  and  stock,  and  in  1855  INIr. 
Des  Voignes  was  married  to  Miss  Sovilla  A.  Mess- 
ner,  who  was  the  daughter  of  John  Messner,  of 
Mt.  Eaton,  Ohio.  The  latter  was  a  farmer  of  that 
county,  but  in  addition  was  also  engaged  as  a  coal 
dealer.  Mr.  Des  Voignes  resided  at  Mt.  P^aton 
until  1862  or  1863,  when  he  was  burned  out  of 
house  and  home  by  the  rebels.  He  entered  the 
service  vvhen  Morgan  was  making  his  raid  through 
Ohio,  but  subsequently  moved  to  Mendon,  Mich., 
where  he  clerked  in  a  store  for  five  years.  After 
this  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business  for  some 
seven  years.  He  is  now  residing  at  Mendon, 
retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life,  and  has  been 
a  resident  of  that  city  for  many  years.  The 
mother  died  on  the  20tli  of  July,  1887. 

The  original  of  this  notice  received  his  early 
educational  training  in  the  schools  of  Mendon, 
Mich.,  graduating  from  the  High  School  in  1876. 
After  graduating  he  began  the  study  of  law  in 
the  office  of  Hon.  O.  J.  Fast,  a  noted  lawyer  of 
St.  Joseph  County  and  State  Senator.  In  1877 
iNIr.  Des  Voignes  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  St. 
Joseph  Countj' ,  but  the  same  year  he  entered  the  law 
school  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  from  which  he  gradu- 
ated in  1878.  After  finishing  he  came  to  Mar- 
cellus,  began  practicing  his  profession,  and  has 
been  located  here  ever  since.  He  is  a  most  capable 
member  of  his  profession,  and  is  a  highly  reputable 
citizen.  In  the  year  1880  he  was  married  to  Miss 
A  Hie  M.  Clapp,  a  native  of  St.  Joseph  County, 
Mich.,  and  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Clapp,  of  Mendon, 
that  county.  She  wals  reared  and  educated  in  that 
town,  and  is  a  lady  of  refinement  and  culture. 
One  child  has  been  born  to  our  subject  and  wife, 
Jules  Verne  Des  V^oignes.  Mr.  Des  Voignes  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Republican  party,  and  held 
the  office  of  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  from 
1888  to  1891.  From  the  latter  date  until  1893  he 
was  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  the  county.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  five 
years,  was  a  member  of  the  Village  Council  for 
three  years,  and  was  Town  Attorney  for  thirteen 
years. 

lie  is  deeply  interested  in  political  affairs,  and 
Stumped  tiie  county  for  th^  Republican  State  Ceu* 
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iral  Committee  in  1880.  IJis  reputation  as  an 
orator  is  well  known.  In  1880  he  was  a  delegate 
to  tlie  State  convention,  and  was  a  delegate  in 
1881,  1888  and  1892.  A  member  of  the  County 
Republican  Committee,  he  has  been  an  active 
worker  for  his  party,  and  is  one  of  the  first  men 
of  the  county.  He  has  shown  his  appreciation  of 
secret  organizations  by  becoming  a  Mason  (Royal 
Arch)  and  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
He  practices  in  all  the  State  and  Federal  courts  of 
the  county,  and  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  and 
l)opular  lawyers  in   western  Michigan. 


♦^♦^^ 


r^==^ 


.         ,_';  T.   LKCKIE,  an  enterprising  business  man 
\ fj/l    iiii^^  popular    resident    of    Dowagiac,  Cass 


County,  Mich.,  is  profitably  engaged  in 
the  jewelry  trade,  handling  in  his  store  a  full  line 
of  goods  suited  to  the  demands  of  his  locality. 
Mv.  Leckie  is  a  native,  of  the  city  of  Detroit  and 
was  born  October  4,  1867.  He  was  the  only  child 
of  I  lis  parents,  John  F.  and  Margaret  (Nevin) 
Leckie.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  but 
tlie  paternal  grandparents,  early  realizing  the 
broader  opportunities  offered  to  their  children 
in  the  land  of  promise  beyond  the  sea,  deter- 
mined to  emigrate  to  America,  and  came  with 
their  sons  and  daughters  to  this  country  when 
eJohn  Leckie  was  only  a  child.  The  Leckies  at 
first  located  in  Ontario,  Canada,  but  later  re- 
moved to  Detroit,  settling  in  that  part  of  the 
L^nited  States  in  about  the  year  1859.  By  pro- 
fession the  father  of  our  subject  was  a  mechanical 
engineer.  He  had  enjoyed  an  excellent  practical 
education  and  was  also  thoroughly  versed  in  all 
the  requirements  of  his  profession.  The  mother^s 
family,  the  Nevins,  were  long-time  residents  of 
the  Empire  State,  and  were  among  the  leading 
and  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  New  York. 
Our  subject  was  but  a  little  lad  of  five  years  of 
age  when  he  made  his  home  in  Jackson,  Mich., 
living  with  an  uncle,  and,  as  soon  as  old  enough, 
attending  the  excellent  public  schools  of  the  city. 


He  received  a  good  practical  education  and  was 
yet  in  early  youth  when  he  learned  the  jeweler's 
trade  with  G.  G.  Case,  a  leading  merchant  of  Jack- 
son. Mr.  Leckie  subsequently  worked  at  his  trade 
in  (ireenville,  Michigan  City  and  Jackson.  In 
May,  1892,  he  settled  permanently^  in  Dowagiac, 
and  opened  the  business  which  he  now  success- 
fully conducts.  During  the  comparatively  brief 
time  of  his  residence  in  his  present  locality,  Mr 
Leckie  has  identified  himself  with  the  social  and 
business  interests  of  the  city,  and  is  already  num- 
bered among  the  public-spirited  citizens  of  the 
county.  Politically,  he  is  a  sturdy  Democrat,  and, 
well  posted  in  local  and  national  affairs,  is  thor- 
oughly devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  party.  A 
young  man  of  earnest  purpose,  fully  alive  to  the 
needs  of  the  hour„  he  realizes  the  importance  of 
local  progress  and  improvement,  and  is  ever  ready 
to  assist  in  all  matters  of  mutual  welfare. 

Mr.  Leckie  is  fraternally  associated  with  various 
societies,  being  a  member  of  Masonic  l^odge  No. 
214,  at  Dowagiac,  and  the  National  Union,  of 
Dowagiac.  He  is  also  a  valued  member  of  Jackson 
Lodge,  K.  P.,  and  is  also  connected  with  the 
Uniformed  Rank  of  that  order  in  Jackson.  Our 
subject  IS  likewise  a  member  of  Camp  No.  1167, 
M.  W.  A.,  at  Dowagiac,  and  affiliates  with  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees  at  Dowagiac.  Well  and 
favorably  known  in  these  orders,  and  a  young 
man  of  excellent  business  attainment  and  high  so- 
cial position,  Mr.  Leckie,  already  occupying  with 
ability  a  position  of  usefulness  and  infiuence,  has 
a  bright  future  before  him,  and,  true  to  his  past 
record,  cannot  fail  to  win  the  battle  of  life. 


[^- 


l^-f^ 


t^- 


'i\  J^ILLIAM  BURRUS,  a.leading  general  agri- 
mA/jy  culturist  of  Buchanan  Township,  Berrien 
\^/s{/      County,    Mich.,    born  in   Preble    County, 


Ohio,  August  19,  1826,  has  spent  his  entire  life, 
with  the  exception  of  his  earliest  days  of  boyhood, 
among  the  changing  scenes  of  his  [)resent  locality, 
and  has  for  fift}^ -seven  years  been  intimatel}^  asso- 
ciated with  the  progressive  interests  of  the  State, 
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Our  subject  is  the  fifth  child  of  the  eight  sons  and 
daughters  born  unto  Kdwin  and  Sallie  (Wilson) 
Burrus,  both  natives  of  Virginia.  Reared,  edu- 
cated and  married  in  the  Old  Dominion,  the  par- 
ents resolved  to  try  their  fortunes  in  another  State, 
and  on  horseback  journeyed  to  Oiiio,  bringing 
with  tliem  in  their  saddle-bags  their  limited  pos- 
sessions. They  crossed  the  mountains  and  came 
to  Preble  County,  and,  arriving  safe  and  sound, 
made  their  home  in  that  fertile  district.  Jn  1836, 
they  again  changed  their  locality,  then  emigrating 
with  their  family  to  Michigan.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  the  two  eldest,  their  children  were  all  born 
in  Ohio,  tlie  Burrus  family  being  a  large  addition 
to  the  population  of  Bertrand  Township,  which 
they  selected  for  their  abiding-place. 

During  the  first  year  the  ^father  farmed  on 
rented  land  near  where  Dayton  now  stands.  He 
purchased  the  second  year  sixty  acres  of  wild  land, 
upon  which  he  built  a  hewn-log  house,  and,  hav- 
ing provided  a  shelter  for  wife  and  children,  next 
set  himself  resolutely  to  work  clearing  the  land 
and  cultivating  the  soil,  which  in  due  time  re- 
warded him  with  a  bounteous  harvest.  The  years 
passed  on,  and  in  1850  the  mother  sickened  and 
died,  and  within  the  same  year,  a  few  months  af- 
ter, the  father  rested  from  his  labors.  Harmonious 
in  life,  they  were  not  long  divided  by  death. 

Of  the  children  who  gathered  around  the  fire- 
side of  the  old  home,  but  three  now  survive. 
James  is  deceased;  Martha  is  the  widow  of  J.  P. 
Martin;  John  is  deceased;  Nancy, deceased,  married 
Benton  Phillips;  Julia  A.  is  the  wife  of  Nathaniel 
Hamilton;  William  is  our  subject;  and  Albert  and 
Dinah  are  deceased.  Reared  upon  a  farm,  our 
subject  shared  the  experiences  of  the  pioneer  days 
and  grew  up  to  manhood  a  self-reliant  and  indus- 
trious youth,  ready  to  begin  the  battle  of  life  and 
win  his  upward  way.  He  had  received  instruc- 
tion in  the  little  primitive  school  of  his  home  dis- 
trict and,  familiar  with  the  daily  round  of  farm- 
ing duties,  at  twenty-one  years  began  the  pursuit 
of  agriculture  upon  his  own  account.  When 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  William  Burrus  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Mclntire, 
daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Furson)  Mcln- 
tire,     The  father  and  mother  of  Mrs.  Burrus,  well- 


known  residents  of  Ohio,  had  emigrated  from  the 
Buckeye  State  to  Michigan  in  1835,  in  which  year 
Mr.  Mclntire  went  to  work  in  a  mill  beyond  Niles. 
The  country  was  at  that  time  sparsely  settled, 
homes  were  few  and  far  between,  and  no  goods 
for  household  use  could  be  gotten  nearer  than 
Niles,  then  a  small  village.  Mr.  Mclntire  pre- 
empted his  land  from  the  Government,  and  to  his 
deed  is  appended  the  signature  of  Gen.  Jackson, 
then  President  of  the  United  States.  The  land, 
one  hun-dred  and  sixty  acres,  cost  its  owner  $1.25 
per  acre.  Mrs.  Mclntire  was  the  first  woman  who 
made  butter  for  sale  in  her  locality,  a  fact  well  re- 
membered by  Mrs.  Burrus.  The  first  house  built 
upon  the  old  farm  was  made  of  round  logs,  and 
during  the  first  winter  it  had  neither  floor  nor 
chimne3%  but  nevertheless  the  pioneer  family  lived 
and  prospered.  Mrs.  Mclntire,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio  in  1809,  died  in  1850,  and  after  her  demise 
her  husband  sold  his  farm  and  located  west  of  Bu- 
chanan, and  later  settled  northwest  of  the  san)e 
place,  where  he  continued  to  reside  the  remainder 
of  his   days. 

Born  in  Pennsylvania,  this  upright  man  and  en- 
terprising pioneer  had  passed  twenty  years  of  his 
life  in  Berrien  County  when  he  died,  regretted  by 
all  who  knew  him,  October  25,  1856.  Of  the  nine 
childien  who  had  blessed  the  Mclntire  home,  one 
died  in  infancy;  Betheny  is  deceased;  Lansel  re- 
sides in  Denver,  Colo.;  Mary  A.  is  now^  Mrs.  Bur- 
rus; Joseph  N.  died  in  Kansas  in  1883;  John  D., 
one  of  the  first  volunteers  from  Iowa,  died  in  the 
service  of  the  Union  in  1863  or  1864;  Joel  F.  re- 
sides in  Maysville,  Colo.;  Wiiriam  S.  volunteered 
in  1862  in  a  Missouri  regiment,  and,  a  non-com- 
missioned ofiScer,  died  after  three  months'  faithful 
service;  Samuel  W.  isa  resident  of  Iowa;  and  Jen- 
nie is  the  wife  of  Frank  Howe,  of  Salem,  Ore. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife,  numbered 
among  the  descendants  of  the  oldest  settlers  of 
Berrien  County,  have  reared  their  children  to 
lives  of  usefulness:  John  is  a  prosperous  farm- 
er of  Buchanan  Township;  Orvilla  is  the  wife 
of  Merville  Alvord,  and  lives  in  Kansas;  Lin- 
coln is  a  well-known  resident  of  Bertrand  Town- 
ship; Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Bennett  Peters,  of 
Hammond,  Ind.;   Mary  is  tl^e  wife  of  Frank  Phil- 
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lips,  and  is  at  home  in  tlie  township.  Olive  kS. 
and  Frank  E.  co'nplete  the  list  of  brotheis  and 
sisters  who  have  brightened  the  home.  The 
year  succeeding  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bur- 
rus  spent  upon  the  old  Burrus  farm,  but  in  1852 
they  located  upon  a  tract  of  forty  ncies,  a  part  of 
the  present  homestead  of  two  hundred  and  five 
acres,  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  which  are  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with  a 
handsome  and  commodious  residence,  immense 
barns  and  other  substantial  buildings.  Beside 
this  magnificent  farm,  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of 
[jroperty  in  the  township,  Mr.  Burrus  has  other 
landed  possessions,  and  has  through  thrift  and  su- 
perior business  attainments  achieved  a  comfortable 
competence.  Our  subject,  aside  from  the  tilling  of 
the  soil,  devotes  much  of  his  attention  to  breeding 
Norman  horses  of  a  high  grade,  and  iiandles  some 
of  the  best  stock  in  Berrien  County. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Burrus  has  long  been  connected 
with  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons,  affilia- 
ting with  Lodge  No.  (58,  at  Buchanan,  and  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Orange,  as  is  likewise  Mrs.  Bur- 
rus. Our  subject  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
local  and  national  affairs,  and,  a  man  of  sound 
judgment,  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  matters  of  mutual  welfare,  and  has 
held  with  efficiency  many  important  public  posi- 
tions of  trust,,  occupying  and  faithfully  discharg- 
ing the  duties  of  various  township  offices. 


1^  ,^  ENRV  fin  eg  an,  a  farmer  and  fruit- 
^'  grower  residing  in  St.  Joseph,  was  born  on 
the  old  homestead  of  his  father  in  this  city, 
5^  March  16,  1842.  His  father,  Patrick,  was 
born  in  Dublin,  Iieland,  while  his  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Margaret  Sage,  was  a  native  of 
Kdinburgh,  Scotland.  Both  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  when  quite  young,  and,  coming  to  Michi- 
gan, were  united  in  marriage  at  St.  Joseph.  After- 
ward they  commenced  housekeeping  on  a  twenty- 
acre  tract  purciiased  by  Mr,  Finegan,     In  addition 

23 


to  his  farming  pursuits,  he  followed  the  trade  of 
a  wagon-maker,  doing  a  fair  business  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. He  built  the  first  i)ile-driver  used  on 
the  St.  Joseph  Docks,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river. 

From  the  time  he  came  to  Michigan  (1836) 
until  the  date  of  his  demise  (1889),  Mr.  Finegan, 
Sr.,  continued  actively  engaged  as  a  farmer,  fruit- 
grower and  wagon-maker.  He  was  a  man  of  positive 
convictions  and  was  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of 
the  principles  advocated  by  the  Democratic  party. 
In  his  religious  belief  he  adhered  to  the  faith  of 
his  forefathers  and  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  Industrious  and  energetic,  while 
he  never  gained  great  wealth,  he  acquired  a  com- 
petence and  surrounded  his  family  with  all  the 
comforts  of  life.  He  was  a  widower  for  many 
years  prior  to  his  demise,  his  wife  having  died  in 
1851. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  third  in  a 
family  of  four  children.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  scjhools  of  St.  Joseph,  and  in  his  youth 
assisted  his  father  both  in  the  wagon  shop  and  on 
the  farm.  Upon  attaining  his  majority,  he  became 
a  sailor  on  the  Lakes,  on  boats  running  between 
Chicago  and  Buffalo,  and  continued  his  seaftiring 
life  foi'  a  period  of  eight  years.  At  the  time  of 
the  great  tire  in  Chicago,  in  October,  1871,  he 
joined  the  Governor's  Guard  at  Springfield,  III. 
The  company  boarded  the  train  on  Monday  at 
S{)ringfield  and  made  a  fast  run  to  Chicago,  where 
the  company  was  placed  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Sheridan.  Mr.  Finegan  and  his  company 
were  stationed  on  the  North  Side,  and  remained 
on  duty  six  days.  He  then  returned  to  vSt.  Jo- 
seph, where  for  eight  years  he  followed  the  trade 
of  a  painter.  Being  of  an  economical  disposition, 
he  saved  his  earnings  and  invested  them  in  eight}^ 
acres  of  land,  located  seven  and  one-half  miles 
south  of  the  city  of  St.  Joseph,  in  Royal  ton 
Township.  It  is  choice  land  and  in  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  well  adapted  to  raising  fine  grades 
of  fruits.  He  still  owns  the  old  homestead  of 
twenty  acres,  a  part  of  which  he  platted  and  laid 
out  in  town  lots,  selling  at  a  fair  profit,  but  re- 
serving enough  to  make  a  comfortable  home- 
.  stead. 
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In  1889  Mr.  Finegan  married  Mrs.  Martha  J. 
Griffith,  the  widow  of  Henry  Griffith.  Siie  was  tlie 
daughter  of  James  and  Deborah  (Colwell)  Hall, 
natives  respectively  of  Connecticut  and  New 
York  State.  Her  parents  were  married  in  Otsego 
County,  and  later  removed  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled in  Hillsdale  County,  where  both  died,  the  fa- 
ther in  1843,  and  the  mother  in  1886.  Mrs.  Fin- 
egan  by  her  first  marriage  had  three  children: 
William,  Alma  and  Flora.  In  his  political  belief 
Ml'.  Finegan  is  a  Republican  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  local  elections,  always  working  with 
hearty  enthusiasm  on  behalf  of  the  candidates  of 
his  chosen  |)arty. 


g^.},^^.}.,. 

^^♦♦•{•♦F 


("4\  IMLLIAM  VAN  NESS.  One  of  the  pioneer 
\rJ//  families  of  Cass  County  is  that  of  which 
^^  our  subject  is  an  honored  member.  His 
entire  life  has  been  passed  in  Howard  Township, 
and  he  was  born  October  20,  1855,  upon  the 
farm  on  section  35,  where  he  now  makes  his  home. 
Having  chosen  for  his  business  in  life  the  occupa- 
tion of  agriculture,  he  has  bent  his  energies  toward 
securing  the  very  best  possible  results  from  the 
land  which  he  cultivates.  It  is  a  matter  of  gen- 
eral comment  that  his  farm  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  vicinity,  and  its  splendid  cultivation  is  largely 
due  to  his  keen  judgment  and  unwearied  industry. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Van  Ness, 
Sr.,  was  born  and  reared  in  Penn  Yan,  N.  Y.,  be- 
ing the  son  of  John  Van  Ness,  a  New  Yorker,  who 
traced  his  ancestry  to  Holland.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Arietta  Lee, 
and  was  born  and  reared  in  the  Empire  State,  be- 
ing the  daughter  of  Roderick  Lee.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  were  married  in  New  York,  and 
came  to  Michigan  in  1844,  locating  in  Howard 
Township,  Cass  County,  on  the  farm  where  Will- 
iam, Jr.,  now  lives.  There  were  no  improvements 
upon  the  place  at  that  time,  and  Mr.  Van  Ness  lost 
no  time  in  erecting  a  log  house  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  his  wife  and  children.  He  had  com- 
menced  the   work  of  improving  and  cultivating 


the    land,   and    had  reaped  a  measure  of  success 
when  his  useful  life   was  suddenly   terminated  at 
the  age  of  thirty-seven  years.    His  widow  survived 
him  for  many  years,  and  at  the  time  of  her  demise 
had  attained  to  the  advanced  age  of  sixt3^-three. 
In  a  family  consisting  of  three  sons  and    three 
daughters,   our  subject  is   the  fourth   in  order  of 
birth.     He    was    reared   on  the  home  farm,  and  in 
his  boyhood  attended  the  district  school,  where  he 
gained  a  knowledge  of  the  three  R's.  His  education, 
however,  may  be  mainly  attributed  to  self-culture, 
and  has  been  gained   principally  through    experi- 
ence and  observation.     He    remained   a  bachelor 
i    until  about  thirty-tw^o  years  of  age,  when  he  was 
i    united  in  marriage  with  IMiss  Martha  Gerberich, 
I    the  ceremony    being  performed    April    14,    1887. 
I    Mrs.  Van  Ness  was  born  in  Cass  County,  and  is  the 
i    daughter  of  David  and  Catherine  (Miller)  Gerbe- 
i    rich,  both  natives  of   I^ebanon  County,  Pa.     The 
I   only  child   of   Mr.  and   Mrs.  Van  Ness  is  Mary,  a 
I    bright  and  intelligent  child  three  years  of  age. 
j        Upon  the  old  family   homestead,  which  consists 
of  one  hundref^  and  sixt}^  acres,  Mr.  Van  Ness  con- 
ducts a  general  farming  and  stock-raising  business. 
A  Republican  in  his  party  proclivities,  he   has  oc- 
cupied one  of  the  school  offices  since  he  was  twen- 
ty-one.    He  was  nominated  on  the  party  ticket  in 
1893   for  the  i)osition  of  Supervisor  of   Howard 
Township,  but  was  defeated  by  a   small  majority. 
In  his  social  connections,  he  is  identified  with  Ed- 
wardsbuigh  Tent  No.   729,  K.  O.  T.  M.,   of   which 
he  is  a  charter   member,  and    now   occupies    the 
position  of  Chaplain. 


-^^^/^^^'^  •" 


'^s;^:^_^ 


[i^  ANSP]  MADISON.  The  great  common  car- 
rier, the  iron  horse,  has  placed  every  humnn 
J^^   creature  under  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  the 

v^^  incomparable  favor  of  distributing  the  gifts 
of  the  ground  all  over  the  country;  thus  permit- 
ting the  inhabitants  of  Michigan  and  surrounding- 
States  to  share  with  the  Michigander  in  the  early 
yield  of  fruit  and  vegetables.  The  fruit  industry 
in  the  State  abpye  mentioned  has  a  x\o\>Q(i  repre- 
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sentative  in  llanse  Madison,  whose  fertile  farm  of 
forty  acres  is  devoted  to  tlie  culture  of  sniall  fruits. 
So  intelligent  is  Ins  management  of  this  land,  so 
industrious  are  his  habits,  so  indefatigable  are  his 
efforts,  and  so  pushing  and  enterprising  is  he,  that 
he  lias  found  the  business  highly  prolltable  from  a 
monetary  point  of  view,  as  well  as  agreeable  to  his 
tastes. 

Mr.  Madison  owes  his  nativity  to  Denmark, 
where  he  was  born  on  the  16th  of  August,  1834, 
his  parents  being  Madison  and  Dora  (Johnson) 
Madison,  both  of  whom  were  born.  reare(^  and 
si)ent  their  lives  in  their  native  land  of  Denmark, 
in  which  sea-girt  land  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  brought  up.  He  was  given  good  advantages 
for  acquiring  an  education,  and  obtained  a  practi- 
cal knowledge  of  tlie  common  branches.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-four  years  he  decided  to  seek  his 
fortune  across  the  ocean,  and  thither  he  repaired 
in  1859.  Almost  immediately  after  landing  he 
came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Berrien  Count}'', 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  commenced 
life  on  a  foreign  soil  with  very  little  means,  but 
his  tastes  were  never  luxurious,  and  he  had  been 
brought  up  to  know  the  value  of  money  and  the 
virtue  of  earnest  and  persistent  effort,  so  he  labored 
patiently,  and  by  rigid  economy  soon  began  to  see 
an  improvement  in  his  circumstances.  He  has 
owned  and  cleared  a  number  of  farms,  besides  do- 
ing much  work  in  the  same  line  for  others,  and 
now  has  a  farm  of  forty  acres,  which,  though  small, 
is  amply  sufficient  to  keep  him  fully  occupied  dur- 
ing the  fruit  season.  Besides  this  tract  he  has  live 
acres  in  addition,  which  he  has  in  fruit.  This  land 
is  located  about  six  and  a-half  miles  from  St. 
Joseph.  In  addition  to  this  he  rents  another  tract 
ot  twenty-six  acres,  which  is  in  an  excellent  state 
of  cultivation,  and  together  they  yield  a  sutticient 
income  to  meet  all  his  modest  requirements. 

In  1869  he  wisely  concluded  that  it  was  not 
good  for  man  to  live  alone,  and  he  accordingly 
wooed  and  won  for  his  wife  Miss  Maiy  Johnson, 
a  native  of  Sweden,  who  lias  proven  to  him  a  help- 
mate indeed  in  his  struggles  to  gain  a  competency. 
They  have  an  interesting  family  of  five  children, 
who  are  as  follows:  Lewis  Alfred,  who  married 
Clam  Hf  Strubjng,  and  lives  in  Iowa;  Andrew; 


Minnie  L.,  wife  of  William  IL  Brunke;  Anna 
May  and  Hattie  L.  Mr.  Madison  is  much  inter- 
ested in  the  cnlling  which  he  follows,  is  well  posted 
on  the  subject,  and  therefore  is  successful.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Berrien  County  Farmers'  xMu- 
tual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  since  becon>ing 
a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  has  been 
a  Republican  in  his  political  views,  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  being  cast  for  U.  S.  (irant.  His  par- 
ents were  earnest  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 


^m>^<B 


CQJ^ 


!^^  ANLY  B.  COON.  In  the  spring  of  1864, 
among  those  who  came  to  Berrien  County 
^  with  the  intention  of  establishing  perma- 
^^  neiit  homes,  was  the  subject  of   this  bio- 

graphical notiQC.  Arriving  here,  he  located  on 
forty  acies  on  section  12,  Watervliet  Township, 
where  he  lias  sinc^e  resided,  devoting  his  attention 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  as  well  as  his  trade 
of  a  mason.  Mr.  Coon  was  born  in  Stafford,  Gen- 
esee County,  N.  Y.,  August  6,  1824,  his  parents 
being  Conrad  and  Charity  (Vrooman)  Coon. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John 
Coon,  was  born  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  one  of  those  valient  men  who  left  home  and 
loved  ones  to  fight  for  independence.  He  served 
with  distinguished  bravery  under  Gen.  Washing- 
ton, and  endured  the  terrible  hardships  of  the  win- 
ter at  Valley  Forge.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he 
returned  to  his  farm  in  Schoharie  County,  where 
he  remained  extensively  engaged  in  farming  pur- 
suits until  he  was  called  from  earth.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  Holland  and  had  emigrated  to 
America  at  a  period  quite  early  in  the  history  of 
the  Colonies. 

Conrad  Coon,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  in  January,  1794,  and 
was  there  reared  to  manhood,  his  educational  ad- 
vantages being  quite  limited.  In  February,  1813, 
he  married  Miss  Charity  Vrooman^  and  in  the  fall 
of  the  same  year  removed  to  Stafford,  Genesee 
County,  where  he  [)urchased  eighty  acres  and  de- 
voted hisattention  to  their  improvement.     He  par- 
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ticipated  in  the  War  of  1812  with  a  bravery  and 
loyalty  equal  to  that  characterizing  his  father. 
In  1833  he  sold  his  property  in  the  Empire  State 
and  removed  to  Painesville,  Ohio,  where  he  pur- 
chased one  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirt}^  acres 
and  another  of  one  hundred  acres.  His  death  oc- 
cur! ed  January  18,  1840.  His  wife  had  passed 
away  prior  to  his  demise,  Ma}^  3,  1836.  They 
were  devoted  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  was  a  Class-leader.  Politi- 
cally, he  was  a  Democrat,  and  socially  was  identi- 
fied with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  namely:  Maria, 
David,  Charles,  Manly  B.,  Susan,  Mary,  Lydia  and 
Louisa.  They  also  had  an  adopted  son,  William 
Perkins. 

On  his  mother's  side,  our  subject  traces  his  an- 
cestry to  John  Vrooman,  who  emigrated  from  Hol- 
land to  the  United  States  and  made  settlement  in 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  His  son,  Bartholomew 
Vrooman,  was  born  in  that  county  and  served  for 
seven  years  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  being  with 
Gen.  Washington  at  Princeton  and  Valley  Forge. 
He  afterward  settled  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  became  an  extensive  farmer,  and  for  a 
time  was  very  prosperous,  but  failed  through  en- 
dorsing the  notes  of  Albany  merchants  who  failed. 
In  1813  he  moved  ov^erland  to  Concord,  Lake 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  entered  and  improved  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres.  His  death  occurred 
about  1838,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  Unto  him 
and  his  wife,  wliose  maiden  name  was  Hannah 
Mattice,  were  born  the  following childien:  Charity, 
Polly,  Frederick,  Susan,  Bartholomew,  Daniel, 
David,  James,  Henry,  Fannie,  Nancy,  Climena  and 
Scriber.  The  mother  was  an  educated  and  refined 
lady  and  a  devoted  member  of  the  Christian 
Church.  The  children  all  reached  mature  years, 
married  and  reared  families.  The  eldest  of  the 
number  was  the  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  bulh 
occurred  in  Sharon,  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y. 

Passing  his  boyhood  in  an  uneventful  manner 
on  the  old  homestead,  our  subject  commenced  to 
learn  the  mason's  trade  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  This 
he  has  followed  ever  since,  and  has  gained  such 
proficiency  at  the  trade  tliat  he  is  considered  one 
of  the  most  skilled  workmen   in   the  county.     He 


resided  in  Lake  County,  Ohio,  until  1860,  when 
he  removed  to  Van  Buren  County,  and  there  op- 
erated as  a  renter  for  four  years,  engaging  in  the 
tilling  of  the  soil  during  that  time.  In  the  spring 
of  1864  he  located  on  forty  acres  on  section  12,' 
Watervliet  Townsliip,  and  here  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  He  is  one  of  the  influential  men  of  his 
community,  is  a  leader  in  the  Democratic  party 
and  lias  held  a  number  of  township  offices. 

April  24,  1849,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Coon  to  Miss  Almira  Chapin,  who  was  born  near 
Bellows  Falls,  Vt.,  being  the  daughter  of  Calvin 
and  Deborah  (Tenney)  Chapin,  natives  of  New 
Hampshire.  Mr.  Chapin  was  of  English  descent, 
and  followed  the  trade  of  a  stone-mason  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  Concord  Township,  Lake 
County,  Ohio.  In  his  religious  belief  he  was  a 
Universalist.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coon  have  been  the 
parents  of  six  children:  Charles  M.;  Emma,  Mrs. 
Julius  Stickney,  deceased;  George  IL;  Mary,  the 
wife  of  Orange  Hutchins;  Frank  C.  and  Coial   M. 


(^f^  ILAS  II.  THOMAS.     Personal  popularity, 
^^^    it  cannot  be  denied,  results  largely   from 
Iv^l^y   ^^*^  industry,  perseverance  and  close  atten- 
tion to  business   which  a  person  displays 
in  the  management  of  the  different  occupations  in 
which   he  engages.     In    the  case   of    Mr.  Thomas 
this  is  particularly  true,  for    he    has   adhered    so 
closel3^  to  farming  and  the  stock-raising   industry 
that  high  esteem  has  been   placed    upon   him.     He 
is  a  typical    Michigan    farmer,    enterprising    and 
progressive,  and  such  a  man  as  wields  no  small  in- 
fluence   in    the    communit}^    where   he   makes   his 
home. 

I\Ir.  Thomas  was  horn  in  Grant  County,  Ind., 
May  14,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
(Bogue)  Thomas,  natives  respectively  of  South  and 
North  Carolina.  The  grandfather,  Elijah  Thomas, 
was  born  in  the  Palmetto  State  and  was  of  Welsh 
descent.  At  an  early  date  he  moved  to  Wayne 
County,  Ind.,  and  after  a  residence  there  of  a  few 
years  located  in  Grant  County,  that  State,  where 
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he  made  his  home  until  1854.  He  then  moved  to 
8t.  Josepii  County,  IMich.,  and  died  near  Constan- 
tine.  He  was  a  farmer  and  lumber  dealer  in  earl}^ 
life,  but  was  following  the  trade  of  a  basket-maker 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he 
was  eighty-eight  years  of  age.  llis  wife's  maiden 
name  was  Susanah  Snead,  and  she  was  a  native  of 
one  of  the  Carolinas.  Her  death  occurred  in  Grant 
County,  Ind. 

Samuel  Thomas,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
but  a  boy  when  he  left  his  native  State  for  Indi- 
ana. He  was  married  to  Miss  Bogue,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Bogue, and  after  residing  in  Indiana  for 
some  time,  they  moved  to  St.  Joseph  County, 
Mich.,  and  there  both  received  theu'  final  sum- 
mons. They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
six  sons  and  one  daughter,  viz.:  Josiah,  Exom, 
Silas,  David,  Enos,  Benjamin  and  Abigail. 

When  nineteen  years  of  age  our  subject  started 
out  for  himself  b}^  working  by  the  day  and  month 
at  railroading  and  ditching.  He  helped  to  grade 
the  Lake  Shore  ct^  Michigan'  Southern  Railroad 
between  Goshen  and  Elkhart,  Ind.,  then  laid  the 
track  west  of  La  Porte,  Ind.  When  twenty-four 
years  of  age  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elvira 
Bogue,  who  was  born  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  Jan- 
uary 19,  1836,  and  who  is  a  sister  of  Stephen  A. 
Bogue.  (See  sketch.)  Since  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Thomas  has  turned  his  attention  principally  to 
farming,  and  everything  about  his  place  indicates 
to  the  beholder  that  he  has  made  a  success  of  the 
calling.  He  cleared  the  farm  he  now  owns  and  has 
resided  on  this  since  the  spring  of  1860.  He  has 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  good  land  lo- 
cated four  miles  east  of  the  county  seat,  and  has  it 
well  improved  and  well  cultivated. 

In  politics  Mr.  Tliomas  advocates  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party  and  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Col.  John  C.  Fremont.  To  his 
marriage  have  been  born  six  children:  James 
Arthur;  Edward  Foster,  deceased;  Mar}'  E.,  wife 
of  R.  W.  Gammon,  a  minister  of  the  Friends' 
Church,  now  in  Earlham  College;  Blanch,  wife  of 
Charles  INL  Ratcliff,  who  is  now  Prosecuting  At- 
torney at  Marion,  Ind.;  Florence,  wife  of  Frank 
Fox,  who  is  a  minister  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  resides  in  Big  Rock, III.;  and  Cora  A., 


who  died  January  22, 1890.  The  latter  was  a  young 
lady  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  was 
highly  respected  by  all.  She  and  all  her  sisters 
were  teachers  and  members  of  the  Friends'  Church. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  are  birthright  members  of 
that  church  and  were  married  in  the  same. 


^•••.— ==«^ 


IDNEY  B.  CODDING  is  successfully  con- 
ducting general  farming  and  stock-raising 
upon  section  18,  Howard  Township,  and  is 
well  known  as  one  of  the  successful  and 
prosperous  agriculturists  of  Cass  County.  He  was 
born  in  Lamoille  County,  Vt.,  on  the  24th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1845,  and  traces  his  ancestry  to  England. 
His  grandfather,  Abiah  Codding,  was,  it  is  sup- 
l)Osed,  born  in  Massachusetts  and  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  farmer  in  the  Green  Mountain  State. 
During  the  War  of  1812  he  enlisted  in  the  defense 
of  our  country  and  fought  with  valor  until  peace 
was  declared. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Russell  Codding,  was 
born  in  Vermont,  where  he  followed  agricultural 
pursuits.  In  that  State  he  married  Sophia  Enes, 
and  there  he  remained  until  his  career  was  termi- 
nated by  death,  at  the  age  of  si^ty-five  years.  His 
family  consisted  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters, 
all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  Our  subject  is  the 
youngest  and  the  only  member  of  the  family  now 
living.  He  was  reared  in  the  county  of  his  birth, 
where  he  enjoyed  such  educational  advantages  as 
were  to  be  obtained  in  the  schools  of  the  vicinit}'. 
In  1875  he  came  to  Michigan,  locating  on  a  farm 
in  Ingham  County.  Two  years  afterward  he  went 
to  Bertrand  Township,  Berrien  County,  where  he 
engaged  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  for  nine  years. 

Locating  on  his  present  home  in  1886,  Mr.  Cod- 
ding has  since  devoted  his  attention  exclusively 
to  farming  operations  and  at.  the  present  time 
supeiintends  three  hundred  and  five  acres  of  choice 
farming  land.  He  is  the  owner  of  ninety-five 
acres,  which  he  devotes  to  general  farming  and 
stock-raising  purposes,  and  as  he  uses  good  judg- 
ment and  sound  common-sense  in  his  investments 
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and  business  dealings,  he  has  gained  a  position 
among  the  prominent  farmers  of  the  commu- 
nit}'.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican  and  favors 
the  principles  of  protection  of  American  industries; 
however,  he  takes  no  active  part  in  public  afifairs 
and  has  held  no  political  position, although  he  has 
served  acceptablj^  in  the  school  offices.  Socially, 
he  affiliates  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a 
member  of  Niles  Lodge  No.  4,  also  of  the  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Niles,  and  Chapter  No.  628,  R.  A., 
of  Niles. 

December  31,  1873,  Mr.  Codding  married  Miss 
Lora  T.  Hull,  who  was  born  in  Fairfield,  P^ranklin 
County,  Vt,  January  23,  1849.  Her  father,  Mar- 
tin Hull,  was  a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  and  engaged  in  farming  there,  also  followed 
the  trade  of  a  cooper.  His  father,  Anson  Hull, 
was  originally  from  Connecticut  and  was  a  de- 
scendant of  English  ancestry.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
Godding  was  in  maidenhood  Miss  Lucia  Bessy 
and  was  born  in  Vermont,  being  of  English  de- 
scent. The  family  of  which  Mrs.  Oodding  is  a 
member  numbered  four  children,  she  being  the  sec- 
ond in  order  of  birth.  For  a  number  of  years  she 
engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Vermont  and  is  a 
lady  of  culture  and  refinement.  The  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Codding  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  one  daughter,  Jennie  G.,  who  was  born  in 
Ingham  County,  Mich.,  November  13,  1875,  and  is 
at  present  a  student  in  the  Niles  schools. 


IRAM  8C0VILL,  a  successful  business  man 
y  and  representative  citizen  of  Dowagiac, 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  occupied  the  Ma^^oral 
chair  of  the  city  for  several  terms,  and  by 
his  efficient  administration  of  public  affairs  ma- 
terially advanced  the  interests  of  his  home  local- 
ity. He  has  also  filled  with  ability  other  positions 
of  trust,  and  as  an  official  was  distinguished  for 
his  straightforward  course  and  upright  character. 
Our  subiect  is  a  practical  harness-maker,  and  has 
fo4-  several  years  prosperously  conducted  a  harness 


and  saddlery  business.  Mr.  Scovill  was  born  in 
the  university  town  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  Janu- 
ary 10,  1839,  and  was  the  youngest  of  seven, chil- 
dren who  gathered  about  the  fireside  of  Hiram 
and  Mary  (Berdan)  Scovill.  The  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  Empire  State  and  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  near  the  locality  of  his  birth.  He  re- 
mained in  New  York  until  he  had  attained  early 
manhood,  when  he  journeyed  to  the  then  far 
West  and  located  in  Michigan  in  the  pioneer  days. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Miss  Berdan,  a 
cousin  of  the  renowned  Col.  Berdan,  a  military 
man  of  note  among  the  sharp-shooters  of  the  late 
Civil  War.  Col.  Berdan  was  the  inventor  of  the 
famous  Berdan  rifle.  Mr.  Scovill  came  to  Do- 
wagiac when  a  young  man,  and  worked  at  his 
trade  as  a  journeyman  for  Daniel  Lyle  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  After  a  time  he  went  into  the  har- 
ness business  in  partnership  with  Arthur  Smith, 
and  about  1884  bought  out  Mr.  Smith,  and  has 
since  that  time  carried  on  the  business  by  himself. 
In  all  public  affairs  and  matters  of  mutual  welfare 
our  subject  is  liberal  and  enterprising,  and  can  be 
relied  upon  to  lend  a  helping  hand.  He  was  for 
many  years  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  town,  and 
since  Dowagiac  has  been  incorporated  as  a  city  has 
served  a  term  as  Alderman.  His  election  to  the 
office  of  Mayor,  and  his  subsequent  return  twice 
to  the  honored  and  influential  position,  clearly 
indicate  the  firm  hold  Mr.  Scovill  has  upon  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellow-townsmen. 

Fraternally,  our  subject  is  a  leading  member  of 
Peninsular  Lodge  No.  214,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is 
now  Master  of  the  lodge,  at  present  serving  his 
eighth  term  in  that  capacit}^  The  estimable  wife 
of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  mar- 
rsage  January  11,  1860,  w^as  Miss  p]lvira  Andrews, 
of  Water  ford,  Wayne  County,  Mich.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Perry  Andrews,  an  old  resident  of 
Wayne  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scovill  are  the 
parents  of  two  sons.  The  elder,  Hiram  Milton 
Scovill,  is  now  a  resident  of  Detroit,  and  is  en- 
gaged as  Yard  master  at  the  Detroit  Central  Yards. 
Harry  Perry  Scovill  is  connected  in  business  re- 
lations with  the  Chicago  cfe  Rock  Island  Railroad. 
Among  the  other  leading  enterprises  of  Cass  Coun- 
ty  is  the    Dowagiac   Union   Fair   Association,  of 
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which  Mr.  Scovill  has  been  President  three  terms. 
Aside  from  his  other  duties,  social  and  fraternal, 
our  subject  lias  been  actively  interested  in  all  mat- 
ters of  local  politics,  and,  a  stanch  l\e[)ublican, 
has  ably  represented  his  friends  and  neighbors  as 
a  delegate  to  State  and  county  conventions. 


^^^^l 


\1]AMF:S  IlEDDON,  editor  of  the  Dowagiac 
Times,  was  born  in  the  (Jenesee  A\alley, 
N.  Y.,  August  28,  1845.  He  has  been  a 
resident  of  Dowagiac  for  more  than  thirty- 
three  years,  and  during  that  time  has  followed 
vnrious  lines  of  business — telegraph  operator,  shoe- 
maker, dancing-teacher,  bee-keeper,  editor,  and 
has  also  served  as  Mayor  of  the  city.  Although 
an  agnostic  and  a  strong  admirer  of  Ingersoll, 
Ilaeckei  and  Herbert  Spencer,  he  has  held  the  po- 
sition of  Superintendent  of  the  Universalist  Sun- 
day-sciiool.  Throughout  America  and  the  Old 
World  he  is  well  known  as  a  successful  bee-keeper, 
apicultural  teacher  and  writer  for  bee  journals,  as 
well  as  an  inventor  of  apiarian  apparatus,  more 
of  his  inventions  being  now  in  use  than  those  of 
any  other  inventor  in  that  line. 

Throughout  his  entire  life  Mr.  lleddon  has  been 
characterized  by  an  intense  love  of  learning,  in 
boyhood  his  thirst  for  knowledge  being  very  no- 
ticeable. In  statui'e  he  is  below  the  average  height, 
while  his  form  is  slight.  He  is  of  an  extremely 
nervous  temperament,  and  mentally  is  exception- 
ally gifted.  When  speaking  on  his  favorite  sub- 
ject in  bee  conventions  he  is  uncommonly  vigor- 
ous; his  sentences  are  always  to  the  point,  and 
his  figures  and  illustrations  are  often  irresistible. 
He  has  the  power  of  holding  his  audiences  spell- 
bound by  his  eloquence  and  earnestness.  The 
same  forcible  style  characteristic  of  his  addresses 
pervades  his  writings, as  those  who  have  read  them 
can  testify. 

To  many  men  the  door  of  a  delightful  life  has 
been  opened  by  a  beautiful  girl,  and  such  has  cer- 
tainly been  the  experience  of  Mr.  Heddon,  who 
on   the    13th    of  February,    1869,  was   united    in 


marriage  with  Miss  P]va  Hastings.  Not  only  has 
she  provided  him  with  one  of  the  happiest  homes, 
I  but  she  also  led  him  into  apiculture.  For  one 
year  Mi*.  Heddon  was  under  the  instruction  of  her 
father,  Charles  Hastings,  and  it  was  during  that 
time  that  he  met  the  lady  who  afterward  became 
his  wife,  and  also  became  enthused  on  the  subject 
of  bee-culture.  In  former  years  Mr.  Heddon  made 
a  specialty  of  honey  production,  l)ut  lately  he  has 
devoted  more  of  his  personal  attention  to  pub- 
lishing the  Dowagiac  Times  and  to  electricity,  he 
being  one  of  the  owners  of  the  DovYagiac  Electric 
Plant.  He  has  accumulated  a  competency  from 
the  culture  of  bees,  and  his  present  capital  he 
credits  almost  entirely  to  the  production  of  hone}'. 
Through  his  invention  of  what  is  known  as  the 
''Heddon"  hive  he  has  gained  an  extended  repu- 
tation. 

Speaking  of  Mr.  Heddon 's  hive,  the  Rev.  L.  L. 
Langstoth,  the  most  famous  apiarist  and  apicul- 
tural inventor  in  the  world,  says:  ''  When  I 
saw  bees  handled  in  Heddon 's  hives,  and  could 
handle  them  myself,  all  my  favorable  preposses- 
sions were  confirmed,  and  I  thought,  in  justice  to 
Mr.  Heddon  and  the  public,  I  ought  to  put  this 
upon  record  by  writing  to  some  of  my  bee-kee[)- 
ing  friends.  I  did  so.  I  would  not  be  afraid  to 
risk  my  reputation  for  sound  judgment  in  de- 
claring the  great  value  of  the  forward  step  which 
he  has  taken,  even  if  I  did  not  know  that  my 
opinion  accorded  so  well  with  the  experience 
of  many  who  have  had  the  opportunity  to  put 
the  system  to  the  test  of  years  of  practical  use." 
Mr.  Heddon  has  always  practiced  the  principles 
of  breeding  bees  with  great  success;  has  crossed 
two  valuable  races,  and  by  selection  secured  a 
strain  with  the  excellencies  of  the  original  races 
without  their  undesirable  qualities. 

Since  1887  Mr.  Heddon  has  owned  and  edited 
the  Dowagiac  Times,  and  has  greatly  improved 
the  paper,  which  is  now  recognized  as  one  of  the 
prominent  Democratic  news[)apers  m  southern 
Michigan.  He  is  well  adapted  to  newspaper  work 
on  account  of  his  great  diversity  of  knowledge. 
During  his  administration  as  Mayor  of  the  city, 
the  waterworks  and  electric  light  plants  were  put 
in,  and  many  other  improvements   made.     He  has 
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always  been  foremost  in  every  enterprise  that 
pertains  to  the  growth  and  development  of  Do- 
wagiac.  He  is  one  of  the  enterprising  citizens  of 
Dowagiae,  whose  push  aided  in  making  it  one  of 
the  most  progressive  cities  of  Michigan.  A  great 
admirer  of  poetry,  Mr.  Heddon's  favorite  authors 
are  Tennyson  and  Ella  Wheeler  Wilcox.  Although 
he  started  poor  in  this  world's  goods  and  enjoyed 
limited  educational  advantages,  his  boundless  en- 
ergy, strict  integrity  and  generosity  have  contrib- 
uted to  his  success  and  secured  for  him  a  host  of 
acquaintances  and  friends. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heddon  have  three  children,  two 
sons  and  one  daughter.  The  eldest,  Will,  was 
married  to  Miss  Dollie  Barney  in  November,  1892, 
and  is  the  secretary  and  electrician  of  the  Do- 
wagiae Gas  and  Electric  Company.  He  has  also 
made  several  balloon  ascensions.  The  daughter  is 
nineteen  years  old  and  unmarried.  Charles,  the 
youngest,  is  pursuing  the  study  of  law. 


•^=:•^:=•^ 


5-^^ 


ETER  STREHLE,  Secretary  of  the  Three 
Oaks  Exchange  Company,  was  born  in 
Bavaria,  Germany,  March  5,  1841,  and  is 
the  son  of  Joseph  and  Theresa  (Deng) 
Strehle.  His  father  was  born  in  Bavaria  in  1802, 
and  in  his  youth  learned  the  trade  of  a  cooper, 
which  had  also  been  the  occupation  of  his  father, 
Peter.  He  married  the  daughter  of  Xavier  Deng, 
a  blacksmith  in  the  Old  Country,  and  in  1852,  ac- 
companied by  his  wife  and  three  children,  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States.  After  a  sojourn  of 
four  months  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  he  came  to  Berrien 
County  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Three  Oaks  Town- 
ship, on  section  3.  After  clearing  the  land,  he 
purchased  other  property  on  section  9,  and  gradu- 
ally acquired  the  ownership  of  an  extensive  and 
valuable  estate. 

Upon  the  old  homestead  Joseph  Strehle  resided 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  November  12,  1883, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  nine  months  and 
six  days.     His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Nesselwang, 


Bavaria,  Germany,  July  9,  1812,  died  at  her  home 
in  Three  Oaks,  December  22,  1889,  aged  seventy- 
seven  years.  This  worthy  couple  were  devoted 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  took  a  deep 
interest  in  the  progress  and  growth  of  that  denom- 
ination. They  were  the  parents  of  three  children: 
our  subject,  Alphonso  and  John  N.  As  pioneers  of 
Berrien  County,  they  labored  indefatigably  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  their  community  and  exper- 
ienced the  usual  hardships  incident  to  life  in  a 
newly-settled  country.  Politically,  Mr.  Strehle  was 
a  Democrat  duiing  the  early  years  of  his  residence 
in  America,  but  at  the  commencement  of  the  Civil 
War  he  became  a  Republican  and  ever  afterward 
voted  the  ticket  of  that  party.  His  land  was  lo- 
cated on  sections  3  and  9,  and  comprised  fifty-six 
acres. 

At  the  time  the  family  came  to  the  United  States, 
Peter  Strehle  was  a  lad  of  eleven  years,  and  he  af- 
terward devoted  his  attention  to  the  work  of  clear- 
ing the  home  farm.  He  had  received  some  educa- 
tional advantages  while  in  Germany,  but  coming 
to  Michigan  he  was  unable  to  attend  school  but  a 
few  months,  so  that  his  education  has  been  acquired 
principally  through  experience  and  observation. 
In  1864  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Adelia,  the  daughter  of  John  Alexander.  She  be- 
came the  mother  of  three  children  and  died  on  the 
24th  of  March,  1871.  The  children  are:  Alma,  the 
wife  of  Rolla  Tabei,  a  conductor  on  the  Interna- 
tional &:  Great  Northern  Railroad,  her  home  being 
in  Galveston,  Tex.;  Louise,  who  is  the  wife  of  W. 
S.  Whitehead,  a  druggist  of  Boise  City, Idaho;  and 
Joseph,  who  is  a  cooper  by  trade  and  lives  in  Gal- 
veston, Tex. 

After  his  marriage,  our  subject  located  on  sec- 
tion 33,  Three  Oaks  Township,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  for  two  years,  and  also  carried  on  an 
extensive  lumber  business.  In  1870  he  removed 
to  Chase  County,  Kan.,  and  located  in  Bazaar, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business 
for  about  ten  months.  From  that  State  he  returned 
to  Three  Oaks,  and  here  engaged  in  the  groceiy 
business  for  fourteen  years,  after  which  he  took  H. 
L.  Hess  into  the  firm  and  added  a  stock  of  dry 
goods  to  the  store.  In  1889  he  retired  from  the 
mercantile  business,  and  since  that  time  has  spent 
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his  time  principally  in  looking  after  liis  farming 
inteiests.  He  owns  on  section  24,  Clii(;kamuno 
Township,  Berrien  County,  a  fine  farm  consisting 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  has  about  one 
hundred  acres  cleared,  where  he  engages  in  the 
raising  of  grain  and  live  stock. 

The  lady  who  on  the  24th  of  March,  1873,  be- 
came the  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerlj'  Miss 
Rhoda  A.  Benson.  She  was  born  in  Hudson  Town- 
ship, La  Porte  County,  Ind.,  where  she  was  reared 
and  educated.  Her  father,  Roland  Benson,  was 
born  May  22,  1808,  and  became  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  La  Porte  County,  Ind.,  whither  he  re- 
moved from  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.  He  became 
a  prominent  farmer  of  LaPorte  County  and  resided 
there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  29th 
of  July,  1861.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Bessie  Co  wens,  was  born  October  20,  1820,  and 
died  July  3,  1848,  leaving  three  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Strehle  is  now  the  only  survivor.  Mr.  Benson 
was  afterward  again  married,  becoming  the  father 
of  three  children,  two  now  living.  One  of  Mrs. 
Strehle's  brothers,  Jesse  Benson,  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  late  war  and  died  at  West 
Point,  Ky.,  in  1861. 

The  Benson  family  was  originally  from  Vermont. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Strehle,  Roland 
Benson,  removed  from  the  (^Ireen  Mountain  State 
to  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  but  afterward  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  near  Niles,  becoming  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  part  of  the  State. 
Afterward  he  went  to  Indiana  and  from  there  to 
Illinois,  where  he  died  in  1850,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-five years,  having  been  born  May  18,  1775. 
He  possessed  the  sterling  traits  of  character  of  the 
Green  Mountain  boys,  as  did  also  his  son,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Strehle. 

Politically  a  Republican,  Mr.  Strehle  is  now  serv- 
ing as.Village  Assessor  and  as  member  of  the  Board 
of  Education.  He  was  President  of  the  Village 
Board  for  five  terms  and  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  also  a 
Supervisor  for  two  years,  and  has  been  Treasurer 
of  the  township  for  about  seven  years.  In  1880 
and  1890  he  took  the  census  for  Three  Oaks  Town- 
ship. Socially,  he  is  identified  with  Lodge  No.  44, 
I.  O.  O.   F.,  at  Three  Oaks,    of  which   he   is  Past 


Grand.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church 
until  1880,  when  he  united  with  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  has  since  been  one  of  the  most 
earnest  workers  in  that  denomination.  He  takes 
an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  church  and  Sun- 
day-school, being  a  teacher  in  the  latter.  The 
comfortable  residence  he  and  his  wife  now  occupy 
was  erected  under  his  personal  supervision  in  1874 
and  is  an  attractive  and  cozy  abode. 


^^^^m=-= 


HADDEUS  HAMPTON.  The  State  of  New 
:^^  York  has  contributed    to    Michigan    many 

^y  prominent  citizens,  who  have  done  much 
toward  the  development  of  the  State.  Among 
these  we  class  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  17,  1817, and  his  father,  An- 
drew Hampton,  was  born   in  Connecticut  in   1780. 

The  paternal  grandparents,  John  and  Martha 
Hampton,  were  born  in  1752  and  1751,  respectively, 
were  Quakers  in  religion,  and  of  Scotch  descent. 
Andrew  Hampton  was  married  October  1,  1807,  to 
Mary  Finch,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  Novem- 
ber 30,  1787,  daughter  of  Thaddeus  Finch.  The 
Finch  ancestors  originated  in  England,  and  a  belief 
has  been  current  that  a  fortune  was  left  to  the  de- 
scendants in  America,  but  the  scarcity  of  records 
rendered  futile  the  effort  to  trace  the  lineage  back  to 
the  fortune. 

♦Andrew  and  Mary  (Finch)ITampton  were  parents 
of  twelve  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy; 
ten  grew  to  maturity,  and  six  are  still  living.  The 
father,  when  a  you-ng  man,  was  bound  to  a  seven- 
years  apprenticeship  to  the  tailor's  trade,  and  his 
indenture  of  servitude  is  preserved  in  the  family 
as  a  memento.  This  trade  not  agreeing  with  him, 
he  soon  after  his  marriage  settled  in  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until 
1819,  when,  influenced  by  agents  of  the  Poultney 
estate,  which  embraced  a  large  tract  in  western 
New  York,  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  what  is  now 
Livingston  County,  where  he  purchased  a  piece  of 
wild  land,  built  a  log  cabin  and  began  to  improve 
his  possessions. 
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The  first  event  in  the  memory  of  young  Thad- 
deus  was  seeing  his  father  fitted  out  with  knapsack 
and  three  days'  provisions  for  a  journey  on  foot 
of  tliirty  miles  to  Geneva,  to  make  the  annual 
payment  on  homes  for  himself  and  neighbors.  But 
the  little  clearing  was  not  productive  of  a  surplus, 
and  in  time  the  payments  grew  less,  and  finally 
ceased.  Then  the  home  was  given  up,  with  but 
little  return  for  the ''betterments."  In  the  struggle 
for  a  living  which  followed,  it  became  necessary 
for  the  older  children  to  go  out  to  service,  and 
our  subject's  first  contribution  to  the  family  sup- 
jjort  was  a  York  shilling,  a  day's  wages  for  riding 
a  sharp-backed  horse,  with  the  accustomed  sheep- 
skin mounting,  cultivating  corn  on  stumpy  ground. 
It  was  a  painful  beginning. 

The  father  remained  poor  and  died  in  1845. 
The  faithful  mother  lived  to  see  her  ten  children 
grow  up  to  exemplify  the  spirit  of  her  teachings, 
and,  hale  and  active  at  eighty-five,  she  died  from 
the  effects  of  a  broken  hip  bone,  September  9,  1872. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen,  Thaddeus  learned  the  trade 
of  wool-carding  and  cloth-dressing  in  a  shop  tliat 
he  had  often  frequented,  being  surprised  by  an 
offer  of  $5  a  month  instead  of  the  usual  tedious 
apprenticeship.  This  trade  he  followed  until 
twenty  years  old,  and  then  gladly  accepted  an  offer 
of  $240  for  a  year  in  a  new  woolen  factory. 

During  this  engagement  he  lost  not  a  day's  time 
nor  collected  a  cent  of  pay  until  after  his  time  had 
expired.  At  twenty-one  he  rented,  for  a  year,  the 
shop  where  his  trade  was  learned,  which  was  success- 
ful, and  his  father  having  given  him  his  time  wli^n 
eighteen,  he  now  found  his  savings  amounted  to 
over  $500.  The  district  school  facilities  enjoj^ed 
did  not  meet  his  desires,  and  he  decided  to  devote 
his  savings  to  a  better  education.  He  accordingly 
became  a  student  in  the  Genesee  Wesleyan  Semi- 
nary at  Lima,  and  Temple  Hill  Aca(iemy  at  Gene- 
seo  for  nearly  five  years,  teaching  school  at  inter- 
vals to  help  defray  expenses. 

In  1844,  Mr.  Hampton  came  to  Michigan,  visiting 
relatives  in  Lenawee  County.  He  taught  through 
the  summer  at  Clinton,  and  the  next  winter  con- 
ducted the  higher  department  in  the  public  school 
in  Jonesville.  From  there  he  went  to  Ottawa,  III., 
in  1845,  and  taught   a    private   school   about  six 


3^ears.  In  1852,  with  the  avails  of  this  school, 
he  bought  the  Con stltuiiona list  newspaper  office, 
changed  the  name  to  Ottaiva  BQpuhlican^  which  he 
conducted  with  good  financial  success  until  1864, 
when  he  sold  out  and  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business  in  Chicago  and  afterwards  in  Michigan. 
This  business  was  successful  until  the  financial 
crisis  of  1873,  when,  through  placing  too  much 
confidence  in  others,  his  accumulations  vanished, 
and  he  was  confronted  with  depreciated  real  estate 
returned  on  his  hands,  with  unpaid  back  taxes  and 
many  debts  to  settle.  In  this  strait  he  did  not 
repudiate  nor  despair,but  procured  extensions,  and 
by  years  of  close  management  he  had  the  fortune 
to  see  every  debt  paid,  with  interest  sometimes 
amounting  to  as  much  as  the  principal.  By  i)er- 
severance  he  has  partially  recovered  from  his 
losses. 

In  1868  our  subject  came  to  Michigan,  and  in 
1870  settled  in  Dowagiac,  where  he  lived  about 
seven  years.  Next  he  went  to  Glenwood  to  care 
for  property  there,  and  is  now  (1893)  developing 
a  large  stock  farm,  a  part  of  it  wet  lands,  which  he 
hopes  by  tile  draining  to  make  highly  productive, 
more  for  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  change  th;ni 
the  prospect  of  profits. 

Mr.  Hampton  was  married  November  19,  185(5, 
to  Mary  L.  Phippen,  a  native  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  George  Phippen,  then  of  Canton, 
Conn.  She  was  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement  and 
an  exemplary  Christian  of  the  Baptist  persuasion. 
She  died  Februaiy  7,  1862,  leaving  to  tiie  father's 
care  two  little  boys:  Herbert  M.,  now  a  merchant 
at  Glenwood;  and  William  II.,  who  died  July  19, 
1890.  He  lived  single  until  October  20,  1873, 
when  he  married  Miss  Gertrude  R.  Reshore,  who 
was  born  in  New  Haven,  Ohio,  March  8,  1846, 
a  daughter  of  Louis  and  INIartha  (Lisle)  Reshore, 
the  father  a  native  of  Paris,  France,  the  mother  of 
Sandusky,  Ohio.  They  had  two  children,  of 
whom  only  IMrs.  Hampton  is  living.  She  was 
educated  mainly  in  the  Dowagiac  public  school,  and 
subsequently'  was  engaged  in  teaching  at  Albion, 
Ind.,  and  Dowagiac,  Mich.,  until  her  marriage. 
Of  this  union  were  born  four  children,  Robert 
Louis,  Charles  P'rancis,  Thaddeus  Lisle  and  Lucy 
Grace,    who   are    all  living.     In    religious   belief 
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Mrs.  Hampton  is  a  Baptist  and  is  widely  known  as 
an  intelligent  promoter  of  practical  Christianity. 
Mr.  Hampton's  belief  is,  "Prove  all  things;  hold 
fast  that  which  is  good."  They  are  both  advo- 
cates of  temperance.  Mr.  Hampton  never  drank 
a  glass  of  liquor  at  a  bar,  and  he  and  his  sons  ab- 
stain from  strong  drink  and  tobacco  in  any  form. 
Both  husband  and  wife  believe  in  the  enforcement 
of  industry  and  sobriety  as  a  preventive  of  crime 
and  dependence,  instead  of  punishment  afterward, 
which  does  not  prevent. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hampton  was  a  Whig  and  gave 
his  first  Presidential  vote  to  W.  H.  Harrison.  He 
is  strongly  in  favor  of  protection  to  American 
indu-stry.  He  was  in  at  the  beginning  of  the  Re- 
publican party  and  was  secietary  of  the  large 
mass-meeting  held  at  Ottawa  tliat  inaugurated  the 
[)arty  in  Illinois.  Though  not  desirous  of  holding 
oliice,  he  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  the  meas- 
ures he  deems  best  for  the  public  good. 

On  September  10,  1888,  while  walking  on  the 
railroad  track  in  Glen  wood,  he  was  struck  by  a 
freight  engine  and  was  so  terribly  injured  that  for 
weeks  recovery  seemed  impossible,  but  a  strong 
constitution,  skilled  physicians,  and  especially  the 
constant  watchfulness  of  his  devoted  wife,  finally 
prevailed,  and  now,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  he 
apparently  has  a  lease  of  several  years  more  of 
usefulness. 


^^ 


^^^l^ 


ip^"^  ICHARI)  V.  CLARK,  an  enterprising  early 
jji^  settler  and  successful  general  agriculturist 
(lli  \Vi  of  Buclianan  Township,  Berrien  County, 
^^^  Mich.,  and  a  prominent  member  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  Pioneers'  Association, 
>  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  May  25,  1841. 
Our  subject  was  the  second  in  a  family  of  seven 
children  born  unto  George  and  Jane  (Nairn)  Clark,* 
long-time  and  highly  respected  residents  of  Wayne 
County.  The  father  was  a  native  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  and  was  born  in  Columbiana  County  in  1811. 
The  mother's  birthplace  was    in    far-off    Scotland, 


and  the  year  of  her  nativity  1816.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  George  Clark,  was  born  in  Virginia, 
and,  a  man  of  spirit  and  courage,  served  with  gal- 
lantry in  the  War  of  1812.  The  Clarks  were  of 
the  F.  F.  Vs.,  having  emigrated  from  England  in 
an  early  day  in  Colonial  history  and  settled  in 
Virginia,  where  they  occupied  positions  of  useful- 
ness and  Influence.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
Alexander  Nairn,  and  his  good  wife  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  Scotland.  Two  of  their  sons,  Will- 
iam and  Duncan,  came  to  America  in  1832  and 
finally  located  in  Ohio.  Jane  Nairn  was  sixteen 
years  old  and  abonnie  lassie  from  the  Scotch  High- 
lands when  she  made  her  home  here,  a  stranger  in 
a  strange  land.  William  Nairn  never  mariiedand 
died  after  some  years  at  the  residence  of  his  sister 
and  brother-in-law,  George  Clark.  Duncan  mar- 
ried and  died  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  leaving  no 
children. 

The  father  of  our  subject  left  Columbiana  County 
in  1845  and  located  upon  one  hundred  and  sixt}*^ 
acres  of  land  in  Wayne  County  which  had  been 
given  him  by  his  father,  and  which  he  cultivated 
until  his  death,  in  1876.  The  old  Columbiana 
County  home  sheltered  ten  happy  children.  The 
brothers  and  sisters  who  once  clustered  about  the 
family  hearth  of  the  paternal  grandfather  were: 
Alexander,  who  died  in  Ohio;  Stephen,  who  en- 
gaged in  the  milling  business,  and  passed  awa}'  in 
Ohio;  Eleanor,  who  married  Abner  Fisher, and  died 
in  Ohio;  Lydia,  wlio  married  Levi  Brothers,  and 
also  died  some  years  ago  in  Ohio.  Elizabeth,  de- 
ceased; George,  father  of  our  subject;  Diana,  wife 
of  James  Hannams,  a  resident  of  Iowa,  in  which 
State  she  died;  Fannie,  wife  of  James  Gilson,  de- 
ceased; Richard  V.,  a  citizen  of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa; 
and  Perry,  who  makes  his  home  upon  the  old  home- 
stead in  Columbiana  County.  George  and  Jane 
(Nairn)  Clark  reared  three  children:  Richard  V.; 
Hannah,  Mrs.  James  H.  Garnett,  residing  in  Mc- 
Minnville,Tenn.;  and  Jane  L.,  wife  of  J.  B.  Stratton, 
living  in  Kansas  City.  Having  walked  tranquilly 
together  side  by  side  many  years,  the  parents  were 
not  long  divided  by  death.  The  mother  passed 
away  February  4,  1876,  sixty-one  years  of  age, 
and  the  father  died  the  same  year,  aged  sixty-fiv6 
years.     Honored  and    beloved    by    all  who  knew 
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tliem,  they  entered  into  rest  in  the  early  evening 
of  their  a^e. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  common  scliools  i 
of  his  native  county,  and  also  enjoyed  instruction  | 
in  Canaan  Academy  for  two  years,  and  for  one 
year  pursued  the  higher  studies  at  Mt.  Unibn  Col- 
lege, Ohio,  finally  receiving  a  six-months  course  in 
Oberlin.  In  1867,  Mr.  Clark  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss.  Louisa  Helmick,  daughter  of  a 
well-known  and  prominent  resident  of  Michigan. 
In  1868  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  located 
on  a  ninety-acre  farm  given  Mrs.  Clark  by  her 
father.  Mr.  Clark  had  arrived  in  Michigan  in 
1864,  and  for  two  years  prior  to,  and  one  year 
subsequent  to,  his  marriage  had  successfully  taught 
school,  a  portion  of  the  time  in  Tro},  and  from 
1868  for  thirteen  consecutive  years  profitably  com- 
bined the  duties  of  an  instructor  and  farmer.  The 
originally  unimproved  acreage  has  been  increased, 
and  since  1881,  devoting  his  time  and  attention 
entirely  to  its  culture,  our  subject  has  achieved 
most  satisfactory  results,  having  brought  up  to  a  j 
high  state  of  productiveness  one  hundred  acres  of  | 
valuable  land.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  have  welcomed 
to  their  hearts  and  home  eleven  children,  but  three 
of  whom  now  survive.  Elmer  is  with  his  parents; 
P^dith  E.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Shell,  of  Sodus 
Township;  Richard  D.  is  the  youngest  living  child. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Clark  was  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Berrien 
Springs,  and  the  mother  was  the  thirteenth  mem- 
ber enrolled.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Helmick  joined  that 
religious  organization  at  the  same  time,  and  were 
ever  faithful  and  consistent  Christians  and  work- 
ers in  the  cause  of  religion.  Mrs.  Clark  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Oronoko  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Mt.  Tabor,  Grange  Hall.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  are  likewise  members  of  the  Grange, 
and  participate  in  all  the  social  and  business  gath- 
erings of  that  fraternal  association.  From  his 
earliest  residence  in  Berrien  County  Mr.  Clark  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  progressive 
interests  and  rapid  advancement  of  his  locality, 
and,  ever  ready  to  assist  in  all  matters  of  mutual 
welfare,  is  esteemed  a  liberal-spirited  citizen,  and 
together  with  his  wife  enjoys  the  confidence  of  a 
host   of  friends.     As  Highway   Commissioner  he 


has  given  excellent  service  to  the  township,  and 
for  two  terms  efficiently  discharged  the  duties  of 
the  position  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  entire  com- 
munity by  whom  he  is  suriounded. 


y...  ARON  JOHNSON.  Among  the  fruit  farms 
'@IlM  of  Berrien  County  prominent  mention 
d)  belongs  to  that  owned  and  cultivated  by 
Mr.  Johnson  and  located  on  section  34, 
St.  Joseph  Township.  It  consists  of  twenty-four 
acres,  upon  which  the  owner  has  set  out  fruit 
trees  of  every  variety.  He  engages  in  raising 
peaches,  pears,  apples,  etc.,  and  also  finds  the  berr^^ 
industry  a  profitable  one  and  pays  special  atten- 
tion to  strawberries  and  raspberries. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Nelson  and  Sarah 
Johnson,  were  natives  of  Sweden,  where  their  son 
Aaron  was  born  in  September,  1841.  He  was 
reared  in  his  native  land  and  there  married  Miss 
Charlotte  Gustafson,  whose  father  was  a  farmer  of 
Sweden.  Seven  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
namely:  Charles  T.,  of  whom  further  mention  is 
made  in  the  lines  below;  John  A.,  of  Chicago; 
Fred,  who  resides  in  Minnesota;  Ida,  who  lives  in 
St.  Joseph;  Johanna,  Emma  and  Amanda,  who  are 
at  home  with  their  father. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  1880,  accompanied  by  his 
family,  Mr.  Johnson  emigrated  to  the  United 
vStates,  and  after  landing  proceeded  directly  to 
Berrien  County  and  located  in  St.  Joseph  Town- 
ship. Two  years  later  he  purchased  the  place 
where  he  now  resides.  In  his  political  views  he 
has  afifiliated  with  the  Republican  party  ever  since 
becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  He  is  a 
strong  advocate  of  temperance  and  gives  to  that 
cause  his  stanch  support.  He  and  his  wife  belong 
to  the  Baptist  Church  and  are  people  of  true  no-* 
bility  of  character  and  piety. 

Charles  T.  Johnson,  the  eldest  son  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Sweden  March  31,  1866.  He  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm  in  the  Old  Country, 
whence  in  1880  he  accompanied  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  to  America.     Settling  in  Berrien 


PORTRAIT  AND   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


491 


County,  lie  embarked  in  farming  pursuits,  starting 
out  in  life  on  his  own  account  at  the  early  age  of 
(ifteen.  lie  was  industrious  and  energetic,  and  his 
efforts  have  been  crowned  with  considerable  suc- 
cess. When  ready  to  establish  a  home  of  his  own  | 
he  was  married,  on  the  18th  of  April,  1890,  to 
Miss  Vilamina,  daughter  of  Alfred  Stark,  and  a  na-  i 
tive  of  Sweden,  having  been  brought  to  this  coun- 
try at  the  age  of  tiiree  years.  | 

After   his  marriaoe   Charles  T.  Johnson  located    ' 

i 

on    the  place  where  he  now  resides  and  which  he   I 
purchased   in    1887.     Here  he   owns    ten  acres  of   | 
fruit  land, of  which  eight  acres  are  set  out  in  pears   ' 
and  the  remainder   in    grapes   and    peaches.     He   ; 
finds   the    pear  industry  a  lemunerative  one,  and   ! 
during  the  year  1891  raised  fifteen  hundred  bushels 
of  peaisfrom  his  eight  acres,  which  averaged  about 
11.50  per  bushel.     It  will  thus  be  seen  that  he  has 
made  of  his  business  a  success,  and  as  as  he  is  still 
on  the  sunny  side  of  life  it  is  probable  that  in  the 
future  even  greater  prosperity  will  reward  his  la- 
bors.    He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren, Harry  and  Clarence.     In  his  religious  views 
he  IS  a  member  of  the  First  Congregational  Church 
at  St.  Joseph.     Politically,  he    affiliates  with    the 
Republican  party. 


r^/\\  ORITZ  SEIDELL,  a  prosperous  resident 
of  Berrien  County,  and  the  owner  of  a 
1^  fruit  farm  on  section  10,  St.  Joseph  Town- 
ship, was  born  in  Potsdam,  Prussia,  Ger- 
many, on  the  loth  of  August,  1840.  He  is  of 
German  parentage,  and  belongs  to  a  family  whose 
members  through  many  generations  have  been 
identified  with  the  growth  and  development  of 
the  Fatherland.  Frederick  William  Seydell,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  an  officer  in  the  engineer 
corps  of  the  Prussian  Army  and  was  killed  in  the 
Revolution  of  1848,  his  widow  dying  of  grief  six 
months  afterward. 

A  lad  of  nine  years  when  orphaned  by  his 
mother's  death,  Moritz  Seydell  was  afterward  sent 
to  the   military  school  in  Potsdam,  Prussia,  wiiero 


he  remained  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  meanwhile 
availing  himself  of  the  excellent  opportunities  for 
acquiring  a  practical  German  education.  From 
Prussia  he  went  to  Sweden,  thence  to  England, 
and  later  to  (ierman}^  In  1860  he  emigrated  to 
America,  and  coming  West  to  Chicago,  located  in 
that  city,  where  he  secured  a  position  as  teacher 
of  gymnastics  in  a  German  school.  In  1868  he 
resigned  that  position  in  order  to  accept  the  place 
of  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  Chicago  Re- 
form School.  Ten  years  later  he  opened  a  dry- 
goods  store  and  conducted  a  successful  mercantile 
business,  gaining  special  note  as  a  designer  of  pat- 
terns for  fine  silks,  curtains,  linens,  etc. 

In  Chicago,  in  1867,  Mr.  Seydell  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Matilda  Probsthan,  a  native  of 
Germany,  who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  3'ears,  and  settled  in  Chicago 
about  1856.  Her  father,  Adelbert  Probsthan,  is 
deceased.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Margaret  Gill,  makes  her  home  with  Mrs.  Seydell. 
Our  sul)ject  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  viz.:  Adelbert, 
Ernest  and  William,  all  of  whom  are  at  home. 
The  others  died  in  infancy. 

Removing  from  Chicago  in  the  fall  of  1892,  Mr. 
Seydell  came  to  Beriien  County  and  settled  on 
section  10,  St.  Joseph  Township.  In  addition  to 
this  property,  which  consists  of  twenty  acres,  he  is 
the  owner  of  five  acres  in  another  part  of  the 
same  township.  Ten  acres  have  been  planted  to 
fruits,  and  although  he  has  not  realized  a  crop, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  farm  will  prove  a 
very  profitable  investment.  Since  coming  here, 
he  has  erected  a  number  of  substantial  buildings, 
suitable  to  their  various  purposes,  and  the  place  is 
one  of  the  most  attractive  rural  abodes  in  the  vi- 
cinit}'. 

Although  of  foreign  birth,  no  native-born  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  is  more  patriotic  than  Mr. 
Seydell.  He  maintains  an  intelligent  interest  in 
all  matters  perUiining  to  the  welfare  of  the  people 
of  this  community,  and  is  a  firm  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party.  For  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  centur^^  he  was  identified 
with  Keystone  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Chicago,* 
and  has  always  taken  an  interest  in  the  fraternity. 
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(^P^HOMAS  T.  HIGGJN8,  a  representative  agri- 
fm^^  cultuiist  of  Jefferson  Township,  Cass  County, 
"^^^y  Mich.,  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  was  born 
in  Randolph  Count}^  February  10,  1844.  Our 
subject  is  the  son  of  James  T.  and  Mary  A.  (Mig- 
gins)  Higgins,  pioneer  settlers  of  the  West.  The 
patemal  grandfather  was  born  in  Burlington 
County,  N.  J.,  and  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Hig- 
gins, a  native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  in  Colonial  days  and  bravely  served  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution.  He  long  made  his  home 
in  New  Jersey  and  died  within  the  borders  of  that 
State.  He  became  an  extensive  land-owner,  pos- 
sessing seven  hundred  valuable  acres  on  the  Am- 
boy  River.  This  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
reared  a  family  of  five  sons  and  three  daughters. 
The  paternal  grandfather  also  served  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution,  giving  his  lime  as  a  teamster. 
While  yet  a  young  man  he  located  in  Delaware, 
and  there  died  at  the  age  of  four-score  and  seven 
years.  His  good  wife,  Margaret  Wright,  emigrated 
from  England  with  her  parents,  who  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Quaker  sect,  and  settled  in  New  Jersey, 
where  the  father.  Dr.  Wright,  enjoyed  a  large  and 
successful  practice. 

James  T.  Higgins,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Wilmington,  Del.,  August  22,1807.  At 
twenty-two  years  of  age  he  began  carrying  the 
mail  from  Newcastle  to  Ft.  Delaware,  lie  con- 
tinued in  his  duties  as  official  carrier  until  1830, 
when  he  was  employed  by  Joseph  Canon  in  build- 
ing the  Newcastle  &  Chesapeake  Railway.  In  1850 
lie  journeyed  to  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  and  farmed 
upon  rented  land  for  one  year.  At  the  end  of  the 
twelvemonth  he  located  in  Randolph  County, 
wliere  he  entered  and  cleared  eighty  acres  of  Gov- 
ernment land.  He  afterward  added  eight}^  acres 
more  to  the  homestead,  and  was  a  hard-working 
and  upright  man.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat, and  after  the  Jackson  administration  a  Whig,  : 
until  toward  the  close  of  his  life  he  became  a  Re-  ; 
publican  in  sentiment.  He  was,  however,  broad  i 
and  liberal  in  his  ideas  and  gave  his  vote  usually  \ 
for  the  best  man  regardless  of  party.  During 
his  youth  he  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
^le  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  the 
mother  of  Thomas  T.    ^he  w(is  born  in  Burling-  ! 


ton  County,  N.  J.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Higgins,  a  cousin  of  our  subject. 

James  T.  and  Mary  A.  Higgins  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children.  Their  three  sons  were  Thomas, 
the  eldest-l>orn;  Amos,  who  died  in  prison  at  Ma- 
con, Ga.,  having  been  captured  at  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing; and  George,  the  youngest.  The  daughters  in 
their  order  of  birth  were  Sarah  Rockhill, deceased; 
Mary  Ilass;  Elizabeth  Hess,  deceased;  Emily  Hess, 
who  died  in  Missouri;  and  Catherine  Westfall.  The 
mother  died  in  June,  1872,  aged  fifty-nine  years. 
She  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  had  been  a  resident  of  La  Grange  Townshi[), 
Cass  County,  since  1853.  Thomas  T.  Higgins, 
born  and  reared  on  the  homestead  of  his  parents, 
attended  the  schools  of  the  district  and  gained  a 
common-school  education,  and  by  careful  study 
and  reading  has  become  well  posted  in  the  leading 
toi)ics  of  the  day.  At  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
started  out  in  life  for  himself,  working  on  his  own 
account  upon  his  father's  farm.  At  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  married,  and  afterward  at  first  farmed 
upon  rented  land,  but  soon  bought  a  forty-acre 
farm,  which  he  brought  up  to  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation. Prospering,  he  has  added  to  his  original 
homestead  and  now  owns  two  hundred  acres  of 
valuable  land,  a  portion  of  which  is  yet  unim- 
proved. 

Mr.  Higgins  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Caroline  Rathbun  July  4,  1867.  Mrs.  Higgins  is 
a  daughter  of  Lucius  and  Sarah  (Glick)  Rathbun. 
The  father  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  and  the 
mother  in  Clarke  County,  Ohio.  In  very  early 
days  Mr.  Rathbun  resided  in  New  York,  but  in 
1820  settled  in  Ohio.  In  1842  they  permanently 
located  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  journeying  hither 
slowly  by  wagon.  Mr.  Rathbun  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land  and  lived  upon  the 
homestead  until  his  death,  in  1875,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years.  In  early  manhood  he  was  a 
Whig,  but  later  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Republican 
party.  Fie  was  connected  with  the  Christian  Church, 
and  was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity.  Twice  mar- 
ried, he  was  first  united  with  Miss  Rhoda  Gillette, 
who  bore  him  eleven  children,  eight  sons  and  three 
daughters.  His  second  wife  became  the  mother  of 
seven  children,  five  3on§  and  two  daughters,   Five 
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of  the  family  lived  to  mature  3'enrs.  Lucius  Rath- 
bun  was  a  sou  of  Jonathan  Rathbun.born  in  Rhode 
Island  in  1800,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
(Jrandfather  Glick  served  in  the  War  of  1812  and 
died  at  an  advanced  age.  He  was  of  German  an- 
cestry. Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children:  J.  P., 
Florence  May,  Claud  II.,  Leila  Ada  and  Maud 
Elsie.  Mr.  Iliggins  is  well  known  in  Cass  County, 
and  is  highly  esteemed  as  a  friend  and  citizen. 
He  has  with  able  fidelity  occupied  positions  of 
trust,  and  was  Deputy  State  hispector  of  Oils,  serv- 
ing for  two  years  under  Gov.  Luce.  In  political 
affiliation,  our  subject  is  a  Republican,  deeply  in- 
terested in  both  local  and  national  affairs. 


^>^^<i 


riy^ 


ON.  WILLIAM  A.  BAKEIL  M.  D.     It  is  a 

jl)  well-establislied  fact  that  a  man  of  natural 
^  ability,  if  possessed  of  integrity  and  en- 
v>^  crgy,  can  accomplish  almost  any  given  pur- 
pose in  life.  Every  day  furnishes  examples  of 
men  who  commence  a  business  career  empty- 
handed,  and  in  a  brief  period  of  time  accumulate 
considerable  fortune. 

Dr.  Baker  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  at 
New   Pittsburgh,  March    17,    1845,  and  is  the  son 
of  James  F.  Baker,  w^ho  was   born    in   Grafton,  W. 
Va.,  in  1801).     James  Baker  was  a  tailor  by  occu-    j 
l)ation,  and  when  twentj-one  years  of  age  went  to   ' 
Wayne  County,  Ohio,  on  horseback.     He  was  a  Cap-   j 
tain   of    State   militia  and   an    Abolitionist.      He    \ 
died   in   Ohio   in    1850,  leaving  a  widow  and  five   j 
children,  namely:  Elizabeth  Nicely,  now  deceased; 
Rebecca  J.  Warner,  of  Kansas;  Martha  J.Welcher,   ; 
of   Pittsford,   Mich.;   Willianj  A.;  and  Marietta  V.    ' 
Stevic,  of  Pittsford.     The    mother  of   this  family    ! 
of  children  was  born  near  Canton,  Ohio,  in    1810,   : 
to    the   Hon.  John    Hull,  a   pioneer  of  Ohio,  and 
a  prominent  man  in  the  vicinity  where  he  resided. 
He  erected   the  first  hotel  in  Ashland,  Ohio,  and 
did    much    toward  the  progress  of  that  town.     He 
died   in   Sandusky   County,   Ohio,  since  the  Civil 
War,  at  th^  gi  e^t  age  of  ninety  years.     The  mother 


of  our  subject,  who  later  married  Daniel  Kiplinger, 
a  farmer,  bore  him  one  daughter,  Mrs.  A.  L. 
Swartz,  and  died  in  the  summer  of  1888.  During 
her  life  time  she  worked  faith fullj'  in  the  interests 
of  the  Methodist  Church. 

When  ten  years  of  age.  Dr.  Baker  was  bound 
out  for  eleven  years,  but  when  the  war  broke  out 
he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and 
Second  Ohio  Infantry,  as  a  private.  After  reach- 
ing Kentucky  he  was  rejected  by  theLInited  States 
mustering  officer  on  account  of  his  size,  but  he  re- 
enlisted  August  10,  1864,  in  Company  K,  One 
Hundred  and  Seventy-eighth  Ohio  Infantry.  This 
time  he  was  more  successful,  and  w^as  immediately 
made  Corporal,  distinguishing  himself  in  the  battles 
of  Murfreesboro,  and  Kingston  (N.  C),  and  par- 
ticipating in  twenty-three  other  engagements.  He 
was  discharged  at  Charlotte,  N.  C,  July  11,  1865, 
and  returned  to  Ohio,  where  he  attended  school  at 
Canaan,  after  which  he  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine under  Dr.  James  H.  Wallace.  Not  being  en- 
tirely satisfied,  the  young  doctor  took  a  course  of 
lectures  at  Ann  Arbor  in  1867-68,  and  graduated 
in  the  Class  of  '70.  After  leaving  college  he 
located  at  Coloma,  Mich.,  where  he  has  practiced 
ever  since.  In  1882  he  graduated  from  Rush 
Medical  College,  and  has  also  finished  the  courses 
of  a  number  of  other  medical  societies  of  minor 
importance. 

Our  subject  has  served  in  various  townshi)) 
offices,  filling  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
very  creditably  for  two  years  and  serving  one 
term  as  Supervisor.  In  the  fall  of  1886,  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  in  1888  was 
re-elected.  His  services  became  so  well  and  favor- 
ably known,  that  in  1889  he  was  a  candidate  for 
Speaker,  and  also  acted  as  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ways  and  Means.  The  Doctor  was  Medi- 
cal Director  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
in  1890,  and  at  the  present  time  is  filling  a  like 
position  in  the  V.  V.  U.  of  the  State. 

The  honorable  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Alice  M.  Clark,  who  was 
born  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  to  Daniel  and 
Martha  (Zuver)  Clark.  The  first-named  parent 
was  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Berrien  County,  and  en- 
listed in  Company  I,  Twelfth   Michigan   Infantry, 
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as  Fife-Major  of  his  regiment.  Soon  after  the 
battle  of  Shiloh,  which  is  so  well  known  in  history 
as  one  of  the  bloodiest  conflicts  of  the  war,  he 
took  sick  from  exposure  and  died. 

Our  subject  has  four  children.  Jessie  L.  is 
a  teacher  in  the  Benton  Harbor  School,  and  a 
graduate  of  the  college  of  that  cit}.  Allen  W., 
who  has  been  attending  college  and  is  now  a  uni- 
formed guide  at  the  World's  Exposition,  is  a 
young  man  of  prominence  and  served  as  page  in 
the  State  Legislature  of  1889.  The  other  two 
children  bear  the  names  of  Inez  W.  and  Dot,  their 
names  having  been  given  them  by  the  Woman's  Re- 
lief Corps  of  the  State.  Mrs.  Baker  is  a  delegate  to 
Indft-napolis,  and  isa  valuable  and  influential  mem- 
ber of  the  society  to  which  she  belongs.  The  Doc- 
tor is  an  honored  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  (^ 
Accepted  Masons  and  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  He  also  has  full  membership  with  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  Dv.  Baker  not  onl\' 
meets  all  his  obligations  as  a  physician,  but  is  an 
extensive  dealer  in  real  estate  and  owns  a  valua- 
ble farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  acres 
(wMiich  is  devoted  particularly  to  the  breeding  of 
fast  horses)  and  twenty-two  acres  platted  in  vil- 
lage lots  in  Coloma.  As  a  successful  physician, 
Dr.  Baker  has  won  an  enviable  reputation,  and  is 
accorded  high  esteem  and  confidence  in  this  com- 
munity. 


-   t  I    t  I   y  >i 


'■'»"'     H    '      • 


!^IIOMAS  A.  BUNBURY.  Li  the  ages  past 
///?^\  little  or  no  attention  was  given  to  the 
V>i^^  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  animals,  but 
with  the  ever-advancing  civilization  a  wonderful 
change  has  been  wrought  in  this  department  of  ac- 
tivity, and  at  the  present  time  stock-raisers  invar- 
iably secure  the  best  medical  attention  for  their 
horses  and  cattle.  Among  the  people  of  south- 
wc.tcrn  Michigan  there  is  no  veterinary  surgeon 
whose  reputation  for  skill  and  success  is  more 
firmly  established  than  that  of  Dr.  Bunbury.  His 
inflrmary  and  oltice  ar<?  located  at  Nos,  129,  131 


and  133  South  Second  Street,  NiU^s,  in  one  of  the 
most  picturesque  and  attractive  parts  of  the  city. 

In  Cass  County,  Mich.,  near  the  Berrien  Coun- 
ty line,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  on  the 
9th  of  December,  1845.  He  is  of  Irish  parentage, 
his  father,  Edward  Bunbury,  having  been  born  in 
the  Emerald  Isle,  while  his  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Kelly,  was  born  in  Quebec,  Canada, 
of  Irish  parentage.  She  accompanied  her  parents 
to  Berrien  County  when  a  small  child  and  grew^  to 
womanhood  here.  The  father  of  our  subject  ac- 
companied his  brothers,  Matthew  and  James,  to 
America.  He  located  first  in  Kalamazoo,  iMich.,  and 
removed  thence  to  Berrien  County,  securing  em- 
ployment here  on  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad. 
In  1852  he  embarked  in  the  livery  business  and 
conducted  a  profitable  trade  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  February  10,  1876,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
nine  years.  His  widow  is  still  living  and  makes 
her  home  with  one  of  her  daughters,  Mrs.  Maggie 
Blain,  residing  near  Osage  City,  Kan. 

Thomas  A.  Bunbury  received  his  education  in 
the  union  school  of  Niles,  and  the  knowledge 
there  gained  was  afterward  supi)lemented  by  a 
thorough  course  of  study  in  Notre  Dame  Univer- 
sity, at  Notre  Dame,  Ind.  Upon  leaving  college 
he  entered  his  father's  employ,  his  s{)ecial  work 
being  the  care  of  sick  horses,  not  onl}^  those 
belonging  to  the  stables  but  also  to  the  people 
living  in  Niles.  From  necessity  he  was  obliged  to 
begin  the  study  of  medicine  and  the  anatomy  of 
the  horse,  and  soon  acquired  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  profession.  After  his  father's  death 
he  commenced  in  business  for  himself,  fitting  up  a 
barn  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  all  kinds  of 
diseases  and  ailments  of  horses,  and  his  business 
grew  so  that  he  acquired  a  widespread  reputation 
for  skill  and  proficiency.  He  is  often  called  to 
other  parts  of  the  State  in  consultation  and  for 
the  purpose  of  treating  difficult  cases,  so  that  he 
has  quite  a  large  circuit  in  his  profession.  In  al- 
most every  case  he  has  met  with  success.  His 
ready  practice  in  handling  horses  secures  to  him 
superior  advantages  as  a  veterinary  surgeon. 

In  1872  Dr.  Bunl^ury  married  Miss  Anna  Machin, 
of  P>ertrand,  Niles  Township,  Berrien  County,  and 
the   daughter   of  John   and  Elizabeth  (Anslow) 
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Macliin,  early  settlers  of  this  township.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Runbury  have  four  cliildren:  Mary,  vSarah, 
Edward  and  Florence.  In  his  political  opinions,  our 
subject  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  always  gives  his 
influence  to  the  candidates  of  his  chosen  party. 
Twice  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  Treasurer 
of  Niles,  and  his  service  in  that  important  office 
was  perfectly  satisfactory,  lie  is  a  member  of  St. 
Joseph  Lodge  No.  281,  A.F.  ik  A.  M.,  of  which  he 
is  one  of  the  charter  members,  and  a  charter 
member  of  the  Maccabees'   Lodge,  Niles  Tent. 


f^ 


-^;  EORGE  W.  KING.  If  there  is  any  one  class 
Ij  (—-.  of  men  which  more  than  any  other  is  en- 
^^^Jj  titled  to  the  consideration  and  respect  of  all 
true  citizens,  it  is  that  class  of  brave,  persevering 
men  whom  we  call  pioneers.  To  them  we  owe  the 
luxuries  which  surround  us.  They  endured  the 
hardships  and  labored  unweariedly  in  order  that 
their  descendants  might  have  the  comforts  which 
to  them  were  denied.  Such  a  one  is  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  now  an  aged  man,  who  is  passing 
his  declining  years  tranquilly.  He  is  a  familiar 
and  prominent  figure  in  the  city  by  the  lake,  re- 
spected and  trusted  by  the  business  men  of  St. 
Joseph,  and  reverenced  by  young  and  old. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Henry  A.  and  Cynthia 
(Nichols)  King,  natives  of  New  York.  He  was 
born  in  Onondaga  County,  that  State,  January 
12,  1816,  and  one  year  later  his  parents  removed 
to  Jefferson. County.  He  spent  the  early  years  of 
his  life  in  the  p]mpire  State,  where  he  gained  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  aided  his 
father  in  the  farm  work.  In  1844  he  came  West 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Benton  Township,  Ber- 
rien County,  where  he  cleared  two  hundred  acres 
of  timbered  land,  and  devoted  the  entire  tract  to 
general  farming  purposes.  As  a  farmer  he  was 
skillful  and  enterprising,  and  by  the  proper  fertili- 
zation of  the  soil  and  rotation  of  crops  secured 
the  most  satisfactory  results  from  his  land.  The 
farm  was  {)laced  under  high  cultivation  as  the 
years  passed  by^  until  it  took  front  rank  among  the 

24 


estates  of  Berrien  County.  A  residence  suitable  to 
the  needs  of  the  family  and  containing  the  com- 
forts of  existence  embellished  the  place,  as  well 
as  other  structures,  roomy  and  substantial. 

The  life  of  a  farmer  is  usually  uneventful.  Each 
3  ear  the  seed  is  sown,  the  waving  grain  tosses  to 
and  fro  with  every  breeze,  the  harvest  time  comes 
and  the  grain  is  stored  away  in  the  granaries  for 
winter  use.  In  a  general  way,  this  was  the  life  of 
Mr.  King  for  more  than  thirty  years.  He  gained 
a  reputation  for  miles  around  as  an  honorable  man 
and  public-spirited  citizen,  as  well  as  successful 
farmer.  In  1877  he  retired  from  farming  pur- 
suits and  moved  to  St.  Joseph,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  He  still  owns  the  old  homestead  in  Ben- 
ton Township  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
good  land,  most  of  which  is  under  cultivation. 
In  addition  to  the  farm,  he  is  the  owner  of  consid- 
erable real  estate  in   St.  Josei)h. 

On  September  7,  1837,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  King  to  Miss  Susan  Williams,  of  New  York. 
Six  children  were  born  of  the  union:  Eunice, 
Henry,  George,  Delos,  De  Golierand  De  Witt.  All 
are  living  except  the  daughter, Eunice.  The  pres- 
ent wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  married 
in  1884,  was  Miss  Diantha  E.,  daughter  of  Sylves- 
ter and  Emily  (Lloyd)  Totman.  She  is  a  lady  of 
rare  worth  of  character  and  is  highly  regarded  in 
St.  Joseph,  where  she  has  many  warm  personal 
friends.  While  Mr.  King  is  not  actively  interested 
in  politics,  he  nevertheless  is  a  pronounced  cham- 
pion of  the  Republican  party,  and  votes  that  ticket 
at  every  election. 


EWLS  C.  LYBROOK.  Of  the  younger  ele- 
.^  ment  of  our  prominent,  energetic  and  in- 
^  fluential  citizens,  none  are  better  known 
than  Lewis  C.  Ly brook,  one  of  the  practical  and 
successful  farmers  of  Cass  County.  During  the 
years  he  has  followed  his  chosen  occupation  here, 
he  has  shown  himself  endowed  with  superior  ability, 
and  his  comprehensive  knowledge  of  everything 
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pertaining  to  his  calling  and  soundness  of  judgment 
have  placed  him  among  the  substantial  farmers  of 
his  locality.  He  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
lives,  section  28,  Silver  Creek  Township,  in  1856, 
and  from  an  early  age  has  displayed  much  apti- 
tude for  his  calling. 

His  grandfather,  Isaac  L.  J^y brook,  was  a  native 
of  the  grand  old  State  of  Virginia,  and  was  there 
reared  to  manhood  and  married,  selecting  his  wife 
in  the  person  of  Miss  Nancy  Burk.  He  was  a 
man  of  education  and  learning,  and  in  connection 
with  farming  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  till- 
ing the  soil.  At  an  early  date  he  moved  to  Giles 
County,  that  State,  and  there  his  son  Baltzer, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  borri  in  1824.  Uke 
most  of  the  farmer  boys  of  that  day,  the  latter  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  district  schools,  and 
his  early  experience  as  a  farmer  was  most  benefi- 
cial to  him  in  later  years.  When  but  a  child  he 
emigrated  with  his  mother  to  the  Buckeye  State 
but  a  few  years  later  he  came  with  her  to  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  where  he  made  his  home  up  to  the  * 
time  of  his  death.  They  were  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  their  tow^nship,  having  settled  there  about 
1828  or  1829,  and  were  classed  among  its  repre- 
sentative citizens. 

There  Baltzer  grew  to  manhood,  but  later  he 
went  with  his  mother  to  Berrien  County,  where 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Miller.  Follow- 
ing his  marriage  he  entered  a  piece  of  land  in  that 
county  and  there  remained  for  some  time.  Latei, 
he  entered  the  land  where  our  subject  now  lives, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  lived  to  see 
this  all  well  improved.  He  was  a  stanch  advocate 
of  the  Democratic  party  and  was  called  on  at  dif- 
ferent times  to  hold  township  offices.  He  was 
Treasurer  and  Highway  Commissioner  and  was  an 
able  and  careful  official.  His  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1886,  was  the  occasion  of  great  sorrow, 
for  all  felt  the  loss  to  be  sustained  by  the  depart- 
ure of  such  a  man. 

Our  subject,  the  eldest  of  the  four  children  born 
to  his  parents,  has  always  been  a  resident  of  Cass 
County,  and  is  one  of  the  young  but  representa- 
tive citizens.  His  brother  and  sisters  were  named 
as  follows:  Andrew,  at  home;  Eliza,  wife  of  James 
Snyder;  and   Anna  B.,  wife  of  Edward  Moore, 


Lewis  C.  supplemented  a  common-school  education 
by  attending  the  Dowagiac  High  School,  and  has 
always  remained  under  the  parental  roof.  He  is 
well  informed  and  well  educated,  and  for  some 
time  taught  school,  where  he  made  quite  a  reputa- 
tion as  an  educator.  Since  his  father's  death  he 
has  taken  charge  of  the  farm,  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  brother  has  carried  it  on  successfully. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  Democrat  and  has  held  the  of- 
fice of  Supervisor  and  Clerk  of  the  township. 


K{ 
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J^l  LANSON  J.  FOX.     One  of  the  most  nota- 
vW^jl     bie  examples  of  success  furnished  by  the 
///  li    history  of  Niles'  mercantile  enterprises  is 
^  that  of  the  firm  of  A.  J.  Fox  ctSon,  which 

has  enjoyed  a  steady  expansion  of  its  trade  and 
increase  in  its  facilities  from  its  original  establish- 
ment in  1870  to  the  present  time.  The  store  is  a 
substantial  building,  22x80  feet  in  dimensions,  two 
stories  being  utilized  for  the  stock,  which  consists 
of  a  full  line  of  dry  goods,  carpets,  oil-coth,  cur- 
tains, etc. 

The  senior  member  of  the  firm,  Alanson  J.  Fox, 
was  born  in  the  city  of  Jackson,  Mich.,  January 
31,  1837.  His  father,  Alanson  Fox,  was  a  native 
of  New  York  State,  and  was  born  thirty  miles 
south  of  Buffalo.  He  followed  the  trade  of  a  ship- 
carpenter  and  wheelwright,  and  erected  tlie  first 
flouring-mill  in  Jackson,  this  State.  He  had  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  this  city  in  1836,  and 
died  eight  years  afterward.  His  wife  was  Caro- 
line J.,  daughter  of  Gilbert  L.  Harrison,  and  a  na- 
tive of  New  York.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Fox, 
she  married  again  and  died  in  Michigan,  in  1880, 
The  youngest  in  order  of  birth  of  four  children, 
our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  Jackson 
until  the  age  of  twelve  years.  Being  a  ste[>son, 
matters  became  very  unpleasant  at  home,  and  ac- 
cordingly at  that  age  he  started  out  among  stran- 
gers and  commenced  the  battle  of  life  for  himself. 
His  entire  possessions  consisted  of  an  ordinary 
suit  of  clothes  and  seventy-five  cents  in  money, 
with  which,  and  a  CQnsiderj^ble  an^04Qt  of  (leter- 
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inination  and  courage,  he  started  on  foot  to  the 
home  of  his  married  sister,  Mrs.  Howe,  wlio  then 
resided  in  Berrien  County.  He  had  not  gone  very 
far  wiien  it  commenced  to-  rain,  and  his  clothes 
were  soon  drenched.  He  traveled  along  until  late 
in  the  evening,  when  he  stop[)ed  at  a  house*  and 
asked  if  he  could  stay  all  night.  Supposing  him 
to  be  a  runaway  boy,  the  man  refused  to  keep  him 
and  advised  him  to  go  home. 

With  this  rebuff,  the  weary  lad  once  more  faced 
the  elements.  The  road  along  which  he  traveled 
was  skirted  on  both  sides  by  timber,  and,  being 
wet,  hungry  and  tired,  he  sat  down  on  a  log  and 
meditated  upon  how  to  pass  the  night.  He  soon 
regained  his  usual  courage  and  resumed  his  jour- 
ney. At  the  next  house  he  was  met  at  the  door 
by  a  lady  who  invited  him  in,  placed  before  him 
an  appetizing  supper  and  gave  him  dry  clothes, 
putting  his  suit  before  the  fire  to  dry.  The  next 
morning  after  breakfast  she  had  him  tell  his  story, 
and  in  sympathy  with  him  offered  him  $2  to  aid 
him  in  reaching  his  sister's.  At  the  same  time, 
with  tears  in  her  eyes,  she  gave  him  some  good 
advice,  for  which  he  has  always  held  her  in  the 
highest  esteem. 

Arriving  at  his  sister's  house,  our  subject  at- 
tended school  in  that  vicinitj^  the  following  win- 
ter, and  then  returned  to  Jackson  and  spent  the 
summer.  He  then  joined  his  sister  and  brother- 
in-law  at  Buchanan,  this  county,  where  he  attended 
the  schools  for  one  winter.  Later  he  secured  em- 
ployment on  the  Rock  Island  Railroad,  near  Gen- 
eseo,  111.,  and  did  carpenter  work  and  was  vari- 
ously engaged  until  he  reached  his  twentieth  year. 
At  that  age  he  entered  the  emplo\^  of  Samuel 
(Triltin,  of  Niles,  Mich.,  and  occupied  a  clerical  po- 
sition in  his  store  for  three  years.  Later  he  pur- 
chased fifty-three  acres  near  Buchanan,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  for  three  years,  and  then,  re- 
turning to  Niles,  engaged  as  clerk  for  H.  p]astman 
for  five  years.  He  then  embarked  in  the  dry-goods 
business.  Sixteen  months  afterward  he  sold  the 
stock  and  became  a  traveling  salesman,  his  route 
including  the  States  of  Michigan,  Indiana  and 
Ohio. 

In  1873  Mr.  Kox  formed  a  i)artnership  witli 
George  W,  I)ouganj  uuder  the  firm  name  of  Fox 


(fe  Dougan,  and  they  conducted  a  large  trade  in 
dry  goods  for  five  years,  after  which  they  divided 
the  stock.  Our  subject  continued  merchandising 
alone  until  1885,  when  he  took  into  partnership 
his  son,  Carl  J.,  the  title  of  the  firm  being  changed 
to  A.  J.  Fox  &  Son.  Subsequently  another  son, 
Harry  L.,  was  taken  into  the  firm,  the  title  remain- 
ing the  same  as  before.  These  two  sons  are  the 
only  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fox.  The  latter 
was  Miss  Salina  A.  Diewett,  and  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage followed  the  profession  of  a  teacher  in  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y.,  and  Michigan.  The  religious  home 
of  the  family  is  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  they  are  active  workers  and  liberal  con- 
tributors. In  politics,  Mr.  Fox  is  a  Republican,  but 
IS  not  a  partisan  in  his  preferences.  Socially,  he 
is  a  member  of  St.  Joseph  Valley  Lodge  No.  4, 
A.  F.  ik  A.  M. 


^Y^  REDE  RICK  C.  SCHMIDT.  Prominent 
— ^^  among  the  business  men  of  Niles  who 
i  through   the  exercise  of  sound  judgment 

and  energy  have  attained  to  a  position  of  influ- 
ence in  the  community,  may  be  mentioned  the 
name  of  Mr.  Schmidt,  who  is  a  well-known  whole- 
sale and  retail  dealer  in  meats  at  this  place.  He 
is  a  native  of  Germany  and  was  born  on  the  5th 
of  April,  1858.  He  was  a  child  of  three  years 
when  his  parents,  Frederick  A.  and  Anna  C. 
(Kenniffhoft)  Schmidt,  emigrated  to  America,  and 
after  landing  in  New  York  City  proceeded  thence 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Niles.  Here  Mr. 
Schmidt,  Sr.,  opened  a  meat-market  in  1869  and 
remained  in  business  for  many  \'ears.  The  mother 
and  wife  passed  from  earth  in  1890. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  Niles,  where  he  was  the  re- 
cipient of  good  educational  advantages  in  the 
common  schools.  After  taking  a  course  of  study 
in  book-keeping,  he  entered  his  father's  establish- 
ment and  became  book-keeper  for  the  meat  market. 
Upon   rei^ching  his  majority  he  opened  a  meat' 


500 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


market  on  Main  Street  and  has  remained  tliere 
since,  meanwhile  buiidino^  up  an  extensive  and 
profitable  trade  and  handling  both  fresh  and  salt 
meats.  The  wholesale  and  retail  business  amounts 
to  about  $40,000  per  annum,  and  the  success 
which  has  rewarded  the  enterprise  proves  better 
than  mere  words  could  do  the  sagacity  and  good 
judgment  of  the  proprietor. 

A  very  important  event  in  the  life  of  Mr. 
Schmidt  was  his  marriage,  which  took  place  De- 
cember 13,  1881,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Carrie 
B.  Ives,  an  accomplished  young  lady,  residing  in 
Tsiles,  and  the  daughter  of  E.  B.  Ives,  a  prominent 
citizen  of  the  place.  The  union  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  four  children,  namely:  Harry  B., 
Carl  B.,  Norma  and  a  baby.  The  family  residence 
is  a  commodious  and  conveniently  arranged  house 
and  is  situated  on  Third  Street.  Here  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Schmidt  welcome  their  hosts  of  friends  with 
that  cordial  hospitality  for  which  they  are  well 
known,  and  here  Mr.  Schmidt  finds  relaxation 
from  the  cares  of  business. 

While  not  an  oflfice-seeker,  Mr.  Schmidt  takes  an 
intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs  and  advocates 
with  warmth  and  fidelity  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party.  In  his  social  affiliations  he  is 
actively  associated  with  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  St. 
Joseph  Valley  Lodge  No.  4,  A.F.  &  A.  M.,  Niles 
Chapter  and  Commandery,and  the  Knights  Tem- 
plar. In  every  respect  he  is  a  worthy  representative 
of  the  German-American  citizenship  which  has 
contributed  so  effectively  to  the  progress  of  the 
United  States. 


:.I^ 
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ROF.  GEORGE  J.  EDGCUMBE,  A.  M.,  Pii. 
D.,  Principal  of  Benton  Harbor  College,  was 
born  near  Plymouth,  England,  November 
17,  1844,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and 
Eliza  (Jayne)  Edgcumbe.  His  childhood  years 
were  passed  in  his  native  place,  and  he  enjoyed 
exceptional  educational  advantages,  his  studies 
being  carried  on  under  the  preceptorship  of  some 


of  the  most  noted  teachers  of  England.  It  may 
with  justice  be  said  of  him  that  he  availed  himself 
to  the  utmost  of  his  opportunities,  and  through 
diligence  in  study  and  a  systematic  course  in  read- 
ing, he  gained  in  his  youth  a  broad  knowledge  of 
historical  subjects  on  general  topics  of  interest. 
He  was  graduated  from  Victoria  University  in 
1875  and  later  from  Wesleyan  University,  receiv- 
ing the  degree  of  Ph.  D. 

After  filling  some  of  the  best  positions  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  country,  and  gaining  the  rep- 
utation of  being  one  of  the  most  successful  dis- 
ciplinarians and  instructors,  in  1883  he  came  to 
Benton  Harbor,  where  he  became  Superintendent 
of  the  city  schools  and  continued  in  that  capacit}' 
for  a  period  of  three  years.  While  occupying 
that  position,  he  effected  many  improvements  in 
the  character  of  the  branches  taught,  as  well  as  the 
mode  of  teaching,  and  succeeded  in  placing  the 
schools  here  upon  a  substantial  footing. 

In  1886  he  founded  the  Benton  Harbor  Normal 
and  Collegiate  Institute,  which  he  conducted  with 
a  continually  increasing  attendance  until  1892. 
During  that  year  the  school  was  incorporated  and 
the  name  of  the  institution  changed  to  the  Benton 
Harbor  College  and  Normal,  under  which  title  it 
is  now  conducted.  Here  students  are  piepared 
for  the  higher  universities  and  colleges,  and  many 
go  directly  from  this  institution  to  Wellesley 
(Mass.)  College,  the  State  Universit\'  of  Michigan 
at  Ann  Arbor,  Northwestern  College,  and  other 
prominent  universities. 

The  building  is  a  fine  frame  structure,  four 
stories  in  height,  and  most  beautifully  located  on 
the  Morton  Bluff,  overlooking  the  lake  and  the 
city.  It  has  an  attendance  in  the  academic  de- 
partment of  two  hundred  and  forty,  and  for  the 
summer  session  an  attendance  of  sixty -seven.  The 
music  conservatory  has  an  attendance  of  fifty- 
two,  while  in  all  the  departments  there  is  an 
average  of  four  hundred  and  sixty  students. 
Eighteen  teachers  constitute  the  working  force  cf 
the  institution,  under  whose  careful  and  intelli- 
gent guidance  the  students  make  rapid  advance- 
ment in  then-  chosen  studies.  There  are  two 
good  dormitories  occupied  by  teachers  and  stu- 
dents, and  in  these  board  ma^'  be  secured  at  |2,25 
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or  $2.50  per  week,  while  good  accommodations 
are  also  furnished  by  private  families  near  the 
college.  The  institution,  both  in  point  of  atten- 
dance and  grade  of  sc'iolarshi[),  ranks  among  the 
best  in  the  State,  and  great  credit  is  due  the  gen- 
tleman to  whose  intelligent  labors  and  well-directed 
efforts  these  results  may  be  attributed. 


\|f  OHN  DRAPER,  one  of  the  wealthy  farmers 
I  of  Porter  Township,  Cass  County,  was  born 
1  at  83'racuse,  N.  Y.,  July  17,  1836.  His  fa- 
ther, whose  name  was  also  John,  was  born 
in  l^ennington,  A't.,in  1799.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, of  whom  we  know  little  save  that  he  was 
born  in  A'ermont  and  was  of  English  extraction, 
went  to  New  York  and  died  there.  The  senior 
John  Draper  became  a  large  salt  manufacturer 
on  the  banks  of  the  Erie  Canal  in  Salina,  N.  Y. 
He  married  Almira  Parish,  who  was  born  in  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.  Of  her  family  we  know  but  little  more 
than  the  mere  fact  that  it  was  a  large  and  some- 
what prominent  old  New  York  family.  In  1837 
John  Draper,  Sr.,came  to  Michigan  from  the  State 
of  New  Y^ork.  At  that  time  his  family  consisted 
of  his  wife  and  two  children.  Of  these,  John,  Jr., 
was  the  youngest  and  only  one  year  old.  His  fa- 
ther had  made  a  small  fortune  in  the  salt  manu- 
facturing business  and  came  here  with  rather  more 
money  than  the  aveiage  pioneei*.  He  purchased  a 
large  tract  of  land  in  the  northeast  (X)rner  of  Por- 
ter Township,  Cass  Count}^,  and  later  sold  his  first 
purchase  and  bought  the  land  where  our  subject 
lives.  He  hei'e  accumulated  valuable  property  and 
at  his  death  left  a  fortune  of  140,000.  A  man  of 
excellent  business  attainments,  in  all  his  dealings 
he  displnyed  shrewd  sagacity  and  the  highest  prin- 
ciples of  honor.  He  contributed  liberally  to  the 
sui)port  of  religious  enterprises,  but  never  united 
with  any  church. 

Of  the  biothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject,  Har- 
riett was  tiie  eldest;  she  married  Levi  Rifenberg 
and   died   in   1869.     William  was  a  soldier  in   the 


late  war, serving  for  three  years  in  the  Kalamazoo 
Battery,  and  died  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war. 
Sarah  married  Samuel  Shivels,  a  retired  farmer  re- 
siding in  Constantine,  Mich.,  and  they  have  three 
children.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  three 
years  after  the  family  came  to  Michigan,  and  the 
father  married  again,  choosing  as  his  wife  Esther 
Ann  Babcock.  Of  this  marriage  three  daughters 
were  born,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 

In  a  manner  similar  to  other  farmer  bo3^s,  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  passed  his 
youthful  days,  receiving  the  limited  education  of 
the  district  schools  and  aiding  his  father  in  clear- 
ing four  hundred  acres  of  land.  In  the  spring  of 
1861  he  married  Miss  Wealthy  O'Dell.  In  August 
of  the  following  year,  when  the  country  was  in 
peril,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  D, 
Nineteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  was  sent  with 
his  regiment  into  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  With 
about  one  hundred  other  Union  soldiers,  he  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  rebel  Cien.  Forest  and  thrown 
into  Libby  Prison,  where  for  months  he  suffered 
the  tortures  of  that  hell  of  the  Southern  Confeder- 
acy. For  three  weeks  he  was  delirious  and  wlien  he 
was  finally  paroled  it  was  not  thought  that  he  could 
live,  but  fortunately  he  recovered  and  again  took 
his  place  in  the  ranks.  He  was  in  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign and  fought  in  the  battles  of  Resaca,  Peach 
Tree  Creek,  Atlanta  and  all  the  engagements  from 
Atlanta  to  the  sea.  During  his  entire  service,  cover- 
ing a  period  of  three  years,  he  was  never  off  duty  ex- 
cept while  in  prison.  He  participated  in  the  Grand 
Review  at  Washington,  and  thus  closed  a  military 
career  of  which  he  and  his  friends  may  well  be 
proud. 

During  the  absence  of  Mr.  Draper  in  the  arm}^ 
his  wife  died,  in  1863.     On  the  8th  of   November 
1867,  he  married  Mrs.  Christina  Vanncr,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  one  child,  Ilattie  Belle, 
an  accomplished  young  lady,  who  is  at  home  with 
her  parents.     In  1877  Mr.  Diaper  went  to  Kansas 
and    became  extensively   interested   in    the    stock 
business   and   engaged  as  a  stock-trader  through- 
out Kansas,  Texas  and  Indian  Territory.     In  1883 
he  sold  out  his  interests  there,  having  at  the  time 
a  half-interest  in  seventeen   hundred  head  of  cat- 
tle worth  $16,000.     On  his  return  to  Michigan    he 
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came  into  possession  of  the  old  home  place,  where 
he  has  since  lived.  Here  he  has  been  largely  en- 
gaged in  the  stock  business  and  at  tlie  present  time 
has  one  horse  for  which  he  paid  $1,000,  a  full- 
blooded  English  Shire.  Formerly  he  owned  nearly 
six  hundred  acres  of  land,  but  has  disposed  of 
some  of  his  property  through  trade.  '  His  farm  is 
conceded  to  be  one  of  the  finest  in  Porter  Town- 
ship and  is  embellished  with  improvements  of  the 
most  modern  kind.  For  several  years  he  has  done 
very  little  manual  work  himself,  as  he  is  suffering 
from  the  effects  of  his  army  service;  however,  he 
gives  his.  personal  attention  to  the  management  of 
his  estate.  A  radical  Republican  in  politics,  he  has 
never  aspired  to  office  and  has  never  accepted  any. 
Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 


RANK  G.  BROWN  is  one  of  Berrien 
County's  most  enterprising  fruit-growers 
and  has  passed  almost  his  entire  life  upon 
the  farm  where  he  now  resides.  On  section  12, 
township  4,  range  19  west,  in  what  is  now  known 
as  Benton  Township,  he  owns  and  cultivates 
thirty-two  acres.  Himself  a  native  of  Ohio,  he  is 
the  descendant  of  a  long  line  of  New  England 
ancestors,  whose  characters  and  lives  were  most 
honorable,  and  whose  efforts  were~  contributed  to 
assist  in  the  progress  of  their  various  communities. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  George  Brown,  was 
born  in  Kent,  Conn.,  and  was  one  of  four  children 
in  the  family  of  William  Brown.  He  removed  to 
Ohio  in  1816  and  settled  in  Lorain  County,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming.  There  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Delia  Richards,  and  they  be- 
came the-  parents  of  three  children,  two  of  whom 
are  now  living:  Charles,  who  is  an  attorney  in 
Marquette,  Mich.;  and  William,  who  is  in  the 
furniture  business  in  the  same  place.  The  second 
marriage  of  George  Brown  united  him  with  Miss 
Flora  Gillet,  and  the  only  child  born  of  this  union 
is  the  subject  of  our  sketch. 

In   1858  Mr.  Brown,  Sr.,  came  to  Michigan  and 


identified  himself  with  the  growing  interests  of 
Berrien  Count}'.  On  section  12  of  Benton  Town- 
ship, he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  heavily  timbered 
land  and  at  once  began  the  work  of  cutting  down 
the  trees  and  clearing  the  place.  As  the  years 
passed  by  the  results  of  his  efforts  became  appar- 
ent in  an  ever-increasing  degree,  and  his  place 
took  rank  among  the  best-improved  estates  in  the 
county.  Here  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  use- 
ful existence  was  terminated  by  death.  He  passed 
away  in  1884,  and  his  widow  survived  him  for 
eight  years,  dying  in  1892.  They  were  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  were 
among  the  most  prominent  of  the  early  settlers  of 
the  county. 

Born  in  Berea,  Ohio,  July  28,  1857,  our  subject 
was  about  one  year  old  when  he  was  brought  by 
his  parents  to  Michigan.  Here  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  received  a  good  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  In  December,  1878,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Levitt 
Camfield,  and  the  third  in  order  of  birth  among 
four  children.  She  was  born  in  Canada  and  came 
to  the  States  when  four  years  of  age.  Four  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  bless  this  union:  Ma))el, 
Leonard,  Levitt  and  Flora.  Mr.  Brown  is  an  en- 
ergetic, industrious  man,  possessing  sound  judg- 
ment and  capabilities  of  a  high  order.  In  his  re- 
ligious opinions  he  is  strong  in  his  allegiance  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  his 
wife  is  also  identified.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. 


li'^-i^M^#i 


^^  HARLES  A.  JOHNSON.  To  a  greater  ex- 
jl(  ^^  tent  than  any  other  country,  American 
^^y  biography  has  furnished  illustrious  exam- 
ples of  the  power  of  steadfast  purpose  and  in- 
domitable energy.  Many  who  have  achieved  suc- 
cess in  life  have  risen  from  positions  of  poverty 
to  prominent  and  influential  posts  of  honor  in 
their  various  communities.  Among  those  who  by 
energetic  application  have  gained  a  solid  reputa- 
tion as  substantial  business  men  may  be  mentioned 
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the  name  of  C.  A.  Johnson,  Cashier  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Niles,  and  one  of  the  best  finan- 
ciers of  southwestern  Michigan.  Though  youno- 
in  years,  he  has  gained  a  practical  knowledge  of 
men  and  things  which  others  have  labored  long 
years  to  secure. 

A' resident  of  Michigan  tliroughout  his  entire 
life,  Mr.  Johnson  was  born  in  Ikrrien  County  on 
the  8th  of  February,  1856.  He  is  the  son  of 
Alfred  W.  and  Desire  (Howe)  Johnson,  natives  re- 
spectively of  Vermont  and  New  York,  the  latter 
being  a  daughter  of  Frederick  W.  Howe,  of  A^er- 
mont.  In  1882  Alfred  W.  Johnson  removed  with 
his  family  to  Michigan.  He  was  a  contractor  and 
builder.  His  death  occurred  in  1890.  At  the 
time  of  his  demise  he  was  eighty  years  of  age, 
having  been  born  in  1810.  He  was  a  man  of 
strong  personality,  decisive  in  character  and  a 
stanch  Democrat  politically.  He  was  a  member  of 
tiie  lirst  Board  of  Supervisors  in  the  village  of 
Niles,  and  was  in  many  ways  identified  with  the 
progress  of  this  section  of  the  State. 

The  youngest  in  a  family  of  eight,  Charles  A. 
Johnson  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Niles,  where 
he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  later  became  a  student  in  the 
High  School.  In  1874  he  entered  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Niles  as  messenger  boy  and  from  that 
position  was  promoted  to  Paying  Teller  and  in  1878 
became  Cashier,  which  position  he  still  holds.  Me  is 
a  member  of  the  Building  and  Loan  Association 
and  is  at  present  serving  as  its  Treasurer.  He  is 
also  Treasurer  of  the  Niles  Electric  Light  Com- 
pany. Realizing  the  importance  and  value  of  a 
good  education  as  the  foundation  for  all  success  in 
the  business  world,  he  gives  his  aid  to  all  enter- 
prises for  the  promotion  of  educational  interests, 
and  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board  has  been  en- 
abled to  render  practical  assistance  along  that  line. 

In  1883  occurred  the  marriage   of   Mr.  Johnson 
to  Miss   Bertie   Hopkins,  of  Marshall,  Mich.     Mr. 
and    Mis.    Johnson  are    the    parents    of  one  son, 
Alfred    Hopkins.     In    his  fraternal  relations   iMr.    I 
tlohnson   is  identified  with   the  St.  Joseph   Valley    \ 
Lodge  No.  4,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and   the  Niles  chapter    \ 
and  commandery.     Politically,  he  is  a  pronounced 
Democrat,  but  is  liberal  in   his  views  and  numhers 


many  friends  in  both  parties.  In  addition  to  the 
responsible  position  of  Cashier  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Niles,  he  is  also  president  of  the 
i>ank  of  Plankinton,  S.  Dak. 


•^-^^>^^<m^—^' 


'l^-^  I  RAM  LULL,  an  influential  resident  of  Ber- 
rien County,  and  a  successful  farmer  of 
WatervlietTownship,  was  born  in  the  town 
■^^  of  Scijno,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  Decem- 
ber 18,  1820,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Lucin- 
da  (Colton)  Lull.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Ben- 
jamin Lull,  was  born  in  Delaware  and  served  in 
the  war  for  independence,  rendering  gallant  service 
in  the  cause  of  the  Colonies.  He  and  his  good  wife 
reared  twelve  children,  six  sons  and  six  daughters, 
and  of  the  former,  Jacob,  Benjamin  and  Joseph  all 
attained  to  advanced  ages. 

About  1790  Grandfather  Lull  came  West  as  far 
as  New  York,  where  he  made  settlement  in  Otsego 
County,  purchasing  a  farm,  which  he  cleared  and 
improved.  There  he  resided  until,  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  ninety-six  years,  he  passed  to  his  final  re- 
ward about  1842.  His  wife  survived  him  for  a 
short  time,  her  death  occurring  when  she  was 
about  ninety-six.  He  had  served  in  many  ofticial 
capacities  and  was  well  and  prominently  connected 
with  the  best  interests  of  his  community.  In  his 
religious  views  he  was  a  Baptist,  and  jjeld  the 
office  of  Deacon  in  that  denomination  for  many  . 
years. 

Joseph  Lull  was  born  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y., 
in  February,  1792,  and  in  an  early  day  removed 
to  Cayuga  County,  where  he  cleared  and  improved 
two  hundred  acres.  In  1842  he  moved  to  Clay- 
ton County,  Iowa,  where  he  entered  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  and  remained  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  April,  1851.  His  wife  passed 
from  earth  in  February,  1878,  aged  eighty-five. 
They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  and 
reared  eleven  of  the  numl)er  to  maturity,  as  fol- 
lows: Ora,  Polly,  Clarissa,  Clarinda,  Juliana,  Riz- 
pah,  Abner,  AValter,  IMelvin,  George  and  Hiram. 
The  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.     In 
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politics,  he  was  a  Whig  and  served  in  various  of- 
ficial capacities,  including  the  position  of  Justice. 
Religiously,  he  was  a  Baptist  and  was  a  prominent 
member  of  that  denomination.  His  wife,  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  of  Scotch  descent. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen,  our  subject  began  to 
earn  his  living  on  the  farm,  and  three  years  later 
he  commenced  to  work  at  painting,  which  occupa- 
tion he  followed  for  four  years.  He  then  pur- 
chased a  small  farm,  consisting  of  fifty  acres,  and 
engaged  in  farming  in  Erie  Count}^  N.  Y.,  whither 
he  had  removed  in  1844  from  Chautauqua  County, 
his  father  having  settled  in  the  county  last  named 
in  1822.  In  May,  1855,  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
settled  near  Big  Rapids,  where  he  entered  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  from  the  Government. 
He  cleared  and  improved  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  this  tract,  and  at  the  same  time  conducted 
an  extensive  lumbering  business.  At  different 
times  he  purchased  land  aggregating  three  thou- 
sand acres.  He  now  owns  two  farms  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  each,  both  well  improved, 
and  he  also  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
timbered  land  in  Muskegon  County. 

April  5,  1886,  Mr.  Lull  removed  to  Van  Buren 
County,  where  he  commenced  the  cultivation  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-four  acres.  In  November, 
1860,  he  located  where  he  now  resides  on  section 
12,  Watervliet  Township.  His  first  purchase  was 
eighty  acres,  but  he  has  added  to  his  property  un- 
til he  now  owns  two  hundred  and  twenty-four 
acres,  comprising  two  farms  in  two  counties.  He 
also  owns  a  two  hundred  acre  farm  in  northwest 
Missouri.  In  1886  he  lost  his  right  foot,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  unable  to  perform  the  hard  la- 
bor to  which  he  was  accustomed  in  former  yeara. 
However,  he  is  still  active  and  energetic  and  sup- 
erintends the  entire  management  of  his  property. 

In  regard  to  social  relations  Mr.  Lull  is  a  Mason. 
He  is  an  earnest  Christian  and  has  been  a  church 
member  for  more  than  forty  years.  Formerly  he 
was  a  Baptist,  but  is  now  identified  with  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  In  politics  a  Republican,  he 
has  been  elected  on  the  ticket  of  that  party  to  var- 
ious official  positions.  He  has  served  as  Supervi- 
sor for  two  terms  and  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 


one  term.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  has  lost 
over  $40,000  in  cash,  and  has  given  his  sons  more 
than  $30,000,  he  still  retains  a  sufficient  amount  of 
this  world's  goods  to  enable  him  to  surround  him- 
self and  family  with  every  comfort,  as  well  as 
many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

September  5,  1842,  Mr.  Lull  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Lucinda  Packard,  who  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Yorkshire,  Cattaraugus  County, 
N.  Y.  Her  father,  Benjamin  Packard,  was  a  mer- 
chant in  that  village;  he  also  followed  farming 
pursuits  and  was  engaged  in  business  as  an  hotel- 
keeper.  He  was  of  Dutch  descent,  and  in  religion 
was  a  IJniversalist,  and  in  politics  a  Republican. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lull  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
as  follows:  Alphonso,  a  physician  residing  in  Ft. 
Angeles,  Wash.;  Lorenzo,  a  lumberman  of  Wash- 
ington; and  Ozro,  whose  home  is  in  Ottawa  Coun- 
ty, Mich.  Politically,  Mr.  J^ull  was  in  former 
years  a  Whig,  and  is  now  strong  in  his  adherence 
to  the  princij)les  of  the  Republican  i)arty. 


<|\  J^ILLIAM  F.  PETERS.  The  excellence  of 
\r\j//  the  soil  of  Berrien  County  for  the  pur- 
^^  pose  of  fruit-growing  has  been  demon- 
strated, and  the  cities  have  been  surrounded  with 
an  industrious  population,  through  whose  efforts 
the  land  gives  forth  the  elements  of  wealth  in 
the  results  of  labor,  and  who  are  supplying  to  the 
towns  a  large  proportion  of  their  business  strength. 
Prominent  among  the  successful  fruit-growers  of 
St.  Joseph  Township  stands  the  name  of  William 
F.  Peters,  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm  located  on 
section  2. 

The  first  representative  of  the  Peters  family 
in  America  was  Jacob,  our  subject's  grandfather, 
who  was  born  in  Germany  and  emigrated  thence 
to  the  United  States  in  an  early  day,  settling  in 
Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  and  following  farming  pur- 
suits there  until  his  death.  During  the  War  of 
1812  he  rendered  valiant  service  to  our  country 
and  was  afterward  a  pensioner  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    He  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
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Nancy  Bell,  were  the  parents  of  one  daughter 
and  seven  sons.  Henry  Peters,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Yates  County/  N.  Y.,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood.  At  Naples,  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  he  married  Miss  Rachael  Watkins,  and,  re- 
turning to  Yates  County,  resided  there  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  at  the  early  age  of  thirty- 
three. 

There  were  seven  children  in  the  parental  fam- 
ily, of  whom  the  survivors  are:  Charles  W.,  a  res- 
ident of  Bangor,  Mich.;  Henry  B.,  a  grocer  of 
Citra,  Fla.;  Georgia,  who  is  the  wife  of  Edward 
Brain,  of  Chicago;  and  William  F.  The  father 
of  these  children  was  quite  successful  in  his  agri- 
cultural operations  and  became  the  owner  of 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  New  York 
State.  He  also  served  as  a  Captain  in  the  State 
militia.  Removed  by  death  when  his  children 
were  small,  they  were  deprived  of  his  helpful 
counsel  and  active  assistance,  and  were  early 
obliged  to  earn  their  own  livelihood. 

In  Middlesex,    Yates    County,  N.    Y.,  the   sub- 
ject of  this  notice  was  born  January  31,  1843,  and 
upon  the  home   place   he    spent  the  years    of   his 
boyhood  and  youth.    After  completing  the  studies 
of  the  common  schools,  he  entered    the  academy 
at  Naples,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  for  one  year. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  left  home  and  came 
to  Michigan,  where  he  located  in  Branch  County 
upon   a   farm  near  Leonidas.     One  year    later  he 
came  to  Berrien  County,  and,  in  connection  with 
his  brother  Charles,  purchased  a   peach  farm  con- 
sisting of  thirty  acres.     This  they  carried  on  suc- 
cessfully until  the  blight  ruined  the  peaches,  after 
which    they    devoted   their   attention   to    raising 
berries.     Mr.  Peters  now    has  thirty-seven    acres, 
of  which  twenty-five  have  been    set  out  in  fruit. 
While  he  devotes  his  attention  principally  to  ber- 
ries, he  also  has    a    peach  and  pear  orchard,  and 
finds  the  business  a  profitable  one.     The  improve- 
ments upon  the  place  are  the  result  of  his  labors, 
and  the  farm  is  now  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
The  lady  who  in   1868  became  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Peters  was  formerly  Mrs.  Ella  Hammond  and  is  a 
native  of  New  York    State,  being  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  Yund.     They  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren: Roy  S.,  who  is    at   home;  and  Jessie   M.,  a 


teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  St.  Joseph.  Po- 
litically, Mr.  Peters  is  a  Ripublican,  and  has  held 
the  office  of  Treasurer  of  Lincoln  Township  for 
four  years. 


«^^ 


4.^ 


"tfj  ACOB  N.  BURRIDGE,  a  well-known  citizen 
I  and  property-owner  residing  in  Benton 
;  Harbor,  was  born  in  Braintree,  Orange 
>  County,  Yt.,  November  30,  1820.  He  traces 
his  lineage  through  a  long  line  of  worthy  fore- 
fathers to  England,  whence  during  the  Colonial 
days  members  of  the  family  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  and  located  in  Vermont,  becoming 
closely  identified  with  the  history  of  that  State. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  John  Burridge,  was 
born  in  the  Green  Mountain  State,  and  in  1837 
removed  to  P:ikhart  County,  Ind.,  near  Goshen. 
In  1860,  he  came  to  Berrien  County,  where  his 
death  occurred  during  the  year  1866.  He  had 
married  Miss  Ruth,  daughter  of  Isaac  Pratt,  a  na- 
tive of  Vermont. 

During  the  early  part  of  this  century  educa- 
tional advantages  in  Vermont  were  very  meagre. 
The  schoolhouses  were  primitive  structures,  and 
the  method  of  instruction  was  scarcely  less  prim- 
itive than  ''  the  temple  of  learning  ''  itself.  The 
opportunities  for  acquiring  knowledge  enjoyed  by 
Jacob  N.  Burridge  were  limited  to  the  common 
schools  of  his  neighborhood,  but,  such  as  they 
were,  he  availed  himself  of  them  to  the  utmost. 
However,  his  education  has  been  gained  princi- 
pally in  the  school  of  experience,  that  vast  school 
where  all  mankind  are  pupils. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen,  Mr.  Burridge  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Indiana,  where  he  aided  his 
father  in  the  work  of  clearing  and  improving  a 
farm  in  Elkhart  County.  When  eighteen  years 
old  he  accompanied  a  parly  of  sixteen  to  the 
Manitou  Islands,  where  he  chopped  wood  during 
the  winter,  in  that  way  earning  his  first  $100. 
In  the  spring  of  the  ensuing  year  he  returned 
to  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  where  he  bought  one 
hundred   and  sixty  acres  and  devoted  his  atten- 
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tion  to  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  In 
1867,  he  removed  to  Benton  Harbor,  where  he  en- 
gaged extensively-  in  fruit-raising  until  1872,  and 
since  that  time  he  has  been  dealing  in  real  estate 
and  residence  propert3^  He  owns  a  number  of 
lots  and  houses  in  the  city,  including  his  residence 
on  Pipestone  Street. 

A  pronounced  Republican  politically,  Mr.  Bur- 
ridge  is  interested  in  all  questions  of  public  im- 
port, but  is  not  a  partisan  in  his  preferences.  Fra- 
ternally, he  is  connected  with  Benton  Harbor 
Lodge  No.  132,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  is  an  in- 
fluential member.  Almost  a  half-century  has 
passed  since,  in  1845,  he  married  Miss  Polly  J. 
Foster,  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  a  most  esti- 
mable lady,  who  during  their  long  wedded  life  has 
proved  a  devoted  helpmate  to  her  husband.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  Bur- 
ridge  is  the  daughter  of  David  S.  and  Charlotte 
Foster,  natives  of  Connecticut,  who  passed  the 
closing  years  of  their  lives  in  Indiana. 


^/ILLARD  B.  FRF]NCH,  an  experienced  ag- 
riculturist and  successful  stock-raiser  of 
Bertrand  Township,  BerrienCounty,  Mich., 
is  a  prominent  citizen  and  for  forty  years  has 
been  intimately  associated  with  the  growth  and 
progress  of  his  home  locality.  The  birthplace  of 
Mr,  French  was  upon  a  farm  of  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  April  6,  1847.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Titus  French,  was  of  P^nglish 
descent.  Born  in  the  Empire  State,  he  made  his 
lifetime  home  within  its  borders  and  married  and 
roared  a  family,  his  son,  Samuel  French,  being 
the  father  of  our  subject.  Tlie  mother,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Bliss  French,  was  of  English  ancestry,  but  was 
born  in  New  York,  where  she  married,  and  with  her 
husband  located  upon  a  farm  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  the  familiar  scenes  of  childhood.  In  1853 
the  parents  emigrated  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Bertrand  Township,  from  that  time  then*  continu- 


ous residence  until  their  death.  Energetic,  indus- 
trious and  upright  in  chai'acter,  they  were  esteemed 
by  all  who  knew  them. 

Into  their  pleasant  home  had  come  seven  chil- 
dren, three  daughters  and  four  sons.  Willard  B. 
was  the  third  child  and  third  son,  and  was  six 
3^ears  of  age  when  he  accompanied  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  to  the  West.  He  attended  the 
school  of  the  home  district  at  tirst,  but  later  en- 
joyed the  benefit  of  instruction  in  the  schools  of 
Buchanan.  Until  twenty-one  years  of  age  he 
remained  with  his  parents  and  then  began  life  for 
himself,  at  first  engaging  for  eight  months  in  the 
hardware  business  in  Buchanan,  in  company  with 
his  brother  Henry  C.  In  September,  1869,  Mi*. 
French  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  Davenport, 
daughter  of  William  R.  and  Laura  Davenport.  Mrs. 
French  was  a  native  of  New  England  and  was  born 
in  Vermont.  With  her  husband  she  located  upon 
section  1,  Bertrand  Township,  where,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  year  spent  in  Buchanan  Township, 
they  have  since  continued  to  reside.  Our  subject 
and  his  estimable  wife  have  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  two  daughters  and  three  sons.  P'annie  is 
the  wife  of  a  prosperous  farmer,  Isaac  Wills,  of 
Bertrand  Township;  Fred  E.,  Grace,  George  W. 
and  Robert  W.  are  all  at  home. 

Mr.  French  has  a  valuable  and  productive  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  and  a-half  acres 
and  also  owns  six  acres  of  timber  in  Buchanan 
Township.  Aside  from  the  duties  of  general  farm- 
ing he  profitably  handles,  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  a  high  grade  of  horses,  principally  Perch- 
erons,  and  also  makes  a  specialty  of  choice  cattle. 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican  and  has  ably  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  local  office,  having  been 
Treasurer  of  the  township.  Treasurer  of  the  school 
fund  and  Assessor.  Our  subject  has  for  ten  years 
been  an  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Buchanan  and  has  been  active  in  church  work  and 
the  extension  of  religious  influence.  He  has 
shared  in  the  labors  of  the  Sunday-school,  and 
as  Chairman  of  the  Church  Building  Committee 
did  invaluable  service  in  the  erection  of  the  new 
house  of  worship  completed  in  1892  in  Bu- 
chanan. The  edifice  cost  $8,000,  to  which  sum 
Mr.  French   was   a    liberal  contributor  as   well  as 
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devoting  much  time  to  its  building.  The  beauti- 
ful home  of  our  subject  and  his  family  is  the 
abode  of  hospitality,  and  upon  the  old  farm  a 
Inrge  circle  of  friends  finds  ready  welcome. 


i:h/ 


m^ 


1.^ 


EDWARD  F.  WOODCOCl 
Citizens'  National  Bank 
'  near  the   village    of    Ge 


f^DWARD  F.  WOODCOCK,  Cashier  of    the 

of  Niles,  was  born 
ieneva,  N.  Y.  His 
parents,  David  F.  and  Ann  Eliza  Woodcock,  were 
natives  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  father  after  his 
marriage  removed  to  Michigan,  where  he  became 
prominent  in  the  business  circles  of  Ingham  Coun- 
ty. Edward  F.  spent  his  boyhood  years  in  this 
State,  where  he  acquired  a  practical  knowledge  of 
the ''three  R's"  in  the  common  schools  of  the  home 
neighborhood.  After  completing  the  course  of 
study  at  the  public  schools,  he  entered  the  agri- 
cultural college  at  Lansing,  Mich.,  where  he  avail- 
ed himself  to  the  utmost  of  the  excellent  oppor- 
tunities there  0[)en  to  him.  Since  completing  his 
schooling,  he  has  constantly  added  to  his  store  of 
information  and  broadened  his  knowledge  by 
observation  and  reading. 

Upon  commencing  in  business  for  himself,  Mr. 
Woodcock  entered  the  employ  of  the  firm  of  Robson 
Bros., at  Lansing,  where  he  remained  for  a  brief 
period  as  book-keeper.  In  1877,  he  became  con- 
nected with  extensive  banking  interests  in  that 
city,  and  accepted  the  position  of  book-keeper  for 
the  Central  Michigan  Savings  Bank,  from  which 
position  he  was  promoted  to  that  of  Assistant 
Cashier  and  acted  in  that  capacity  until  1882. 
His  services  in  that  prominent  financial  institution 
were  satisfactory,  both  to  the  Directors  of  the 
bank  and  the  officers,  and  during  his  residence  in 
the  capital  city  he  made  a  host  of  warm  friends, 
who  regretted  his  departure  from  the  city  in  order 
to  accept  another  position. 

In  1882  Mr.  Woodcock  accepted  the  position  of 
Assistant  Cashier  of  the  Niles  bank,  and  held  that 
place  until  1885,  when  he  was  chosen  Cashier  of 
the  Citizens'  National  Bank.  Here  he  has  since 
done  efiicient  service,  meantime  gaining  a  widely 


extended  reputation  for  the  ability  and  efficient 
manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of 
the  place.  When  at  leisure  from  his  banking  busi- 
ness, he  finds  rest  and  pleasure  in  his  beautiful 
home  and  in  the  companionship  of  his  wife,  whom 
he  married  in  1879  and  who  was  formerly  Miss 
Ida  B.  Ingersoll. 

Devoted  as  he  is  to  his  business,  Mr.  Woodcock 
finds  time  for  public  affairs,  in  which  he  maintains 
an  unceasing  and  warm  interest.  In  his  political 
preference  he  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  has  serv- 
ed as  Chairman  of  the  City  Republican  Committee, 
at  all  times  taking  an  active  and  intelligent  interest 
in  local  politics.  He  has  never  solicited  nor 
desired  official  honors,  but  upon  the  request  of  his 
fellow-citizens  he  accepted  the  position  of  Alder- 
man and  served  for  two  terms  in  that  capacity. 
He  is  a  Thirty-second  Degree  Mason,  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  also 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is 
the  Treasurer  of  various  other  orders,  of  the  local 
board  of  the  National  Loan  and  Investment  Com 
pany  of  Detroit,  and  Secretary  of  the  Niles  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce.  He  is  one  of  the  Directors  in 
the  first  State  Savings  Bank  of  Niles,  and  is  Treas- 
urer of  the  Niles  School  Board. 


♦^^•^^^ 


ylLLIAM  J.  ABBOTT.  Throughout  Cass 
County  the  subject  of  this  notice  has 
gained  the  reputation  of  being  an  enter- 
prising citizen,  genial  companion  and  successful 
farmer.  On  section  3,  Milton  Township,  he  owns 
and  operates  a  large  tract  of  land,  on  which  he 
raises  the  various  cereals  and  also  engages  in 
stock-raising.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  comprising  the  farm,  one  hundred  have  been 
placed  under  cultivation,  and  the  entire  estate  is 
embellished  with  first-class  improvements.  Since 
Mr.  Abbott  located  here  in  1877  he  has  been  in- 
strumental in  securing  many  improvements  and 
has  erected  a  number  of  substantial  buildings  suit- 
able to  their  various  purposes. 
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Born  in  Kent  County,  Del.,  near  the  city  of 
Milford,  May  19,  1838,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
tiie  son  of  George  and  Mary  (Jones)  Abbott,  na- 
tives of  Delaware,  who  were  there  married  and  re- 
sided for  many  years.  The  father,  who  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  a  painter  by  trade,  mi- 
grated to  Michigan  in  an  early  day  and  located  in 
Milton  Township,  Cass  County,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy.  The  mother  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight,  and  their  mortal  remains 
are  buried  side  by  side  in  the  Smith  Chapel  Ceme- 
tery. Both  were  honorable,  upright,  and  kind- 
hearted  in  disposition,  and  the  mother  was  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

In  the  parental  family  were  the  following  chil- 
dren; Mary  P.,  deceased;  Elizabeth  H.,  widow 
of  J.  A.  Coverdale,  of  Milton  Township;  George 
P.,  a  resident  of  Howard  Township,  Cass  County; 
William  J.,  of  this  sketch;  Hiram,  who  was  killed 
in  August,  1892,  by  falling  from  a  horse,  which 
dragged  him  a  considerable  distance  in  the  stirrup; 
James  H.,  who  makes  his  home  in  Milton  Town- 
ship, Cass  County;  Alice  A.,  the  wife  of  John  W. 
Webb,  of  Nebraska;  Lydia  J.,  wife  of  A.  J.  Dun- 
ning; and  Louisa,  who  died  in  infancy.  William 
J.  is  the  fifth  child  and  the  second  son  of  this  fam- 
ily. He  was  about  five  years  old  when  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Cass  County  and  located  in 
Milton  Township,  where  the  rudiments  of  his  ed- 
ucation were  secured  in  the  log  school  ho  use  near 
his  home. 

March  28,  1860,  Mr.  Abbott  married  Sarah  J. 
Wilson,  who  was  born  in  Sussex  County,  Del., 
June  2,  1835,  being  the  daughter  of  David  and 
Sarah  (Davis)  Wilson,  natives  of  Delaware.  Mrs. 
Abbott,  the  eldest  of  three  children  in  the  family, 
was  reared  in  Delaware,  where  she  remained  until 
twenty-two  years  of  age.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Abbott  resided  for  one  year  on  a  farm  in  Jefferson 
Township,  Cass  County,  and  thence  removed  to 
Milton  Township,  locating  on  section  3.  For 
twelve  years  he  resided  in  that  place,  and  thence 
in  1877  he  removed  to  his  present  farm  on  the 
same  section,  where  he  now  owns  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abbott  have  been  born  two 
daughters:  Zada,  who  is  at  home;    and  Zella,  the 


wife  of  Alvin  Leet,  of  Milton  Township.  In  his 
political  connections  Mr.  Abbott  gives  his  hearty 
support  to  the  princi{)les  of  the  Democratic  f)arty 
and  is  prominent  in  the  ranks  of  that  organiza- 
tion. For  two  3^ears  he  served  as  Treasurer  of  the 
township  and  has  also  filled  the  school  offices  ac- 
ceptabl}^  In  whatever  position  he  has  served,  he 
has  proved  the  possession  of  energy,  good  judg- 
ment and  sound  common  sense,  and  is  justly 
prominent  in  local  affairs. 


C^L 


^+^ 


W  OHN  WILLIAMS.  It  is  doubtless  entirely 
owing  to  the  industrious  and  persevering 
manner  with  which  Mr.  Williams  has  ad- 
hered to  the  pursuits  of  agriculture  that  he 
has  risen  to  such  a  substantial  position  in  farm 
affairs  in  his  county.  The  greater  part  of  his  life  has 
been  spent  within  the  confines  of  Berrien  County, 
and  as  a  natural  result  he  is  much  interested  in 
the  progress  and  development  of  the  section  and 
has  done  his  full  share  in  making  it  the  magnificent 
farming  region  that  it  now  is.  He  was  born  in 
Indiana  on  the  17th  of  December,  1838,  the  third 
child  of  Daniel  and  Malinda  (Millage)  Williams, 
a  short  notice  of  whom  is  given  in  the  sketch  of 
Charles  M.  Williams. 

John  Williams  was  reared  in  Berrien  County. 
Mich.,  and  obtained  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home,  but  owing  to 
the  fact  that  his  services  were  required  on  his 
father's  farm,  he  attended  school  only  a  short 
time  each  year,  and  thus  acquired  but  a  rudimen- 
tary knowledge  of  the  common  branches.  This 
deficiency  he  remedied  in  later  years  by  contact 
with  the  business  world,  by  reading  and  observa- 
tion, and  he  is  now  regarded  as  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence.  What  Mr.  Williams 
has  acconjplished  in  this  way  as  well  as  in  the 
accumulation  of  worldly  goods  has  been  at  the 
expense  of  many  days  of  hard  labor,  but  the 
result  has  been  in  every  way  satisfactory.  His 
devotion  to  business  has  been  great  and  his  energy 
unflagging,  and  to  this  all  his  success  is  due. 
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III    1867   lie    led   to    Hymen's   altar  Miss    Mary 
INIurray,  who  was  born    in   Ohio,    a    daughter    of 
Thomas    Murray,  and    to    tlieir  union,  which  has 
pi'ovcd    to  be  a  happy  one,  one  daughter  has  been 
given,  Laura  K.,  who  is  still  at  home  with  her  par-    ; 
ents.   Mr.  Williams,  who  has  always  supported  Re-    i 
publican  princi[)les,  and  cast  his    first  Presidential    \ 
vote  for  James  Buchanan,  is  devoted  to  the   wel-    I 
fare  of  liis  section  and  so  far  as  his  means   will    I 
permit  is  ready  to  support  all  laudable  enterprises. 
Upon  the  opening  of  tlie  Civil  War,  all  his  sympa- 
tliies  were  enlisted  on  the  side  of  the  l^nion  cause,   ' 
and  in  September,  1862,  he  enlisted    in    Compan}^    I 
C,  Twenty-fifth    Michigan   Infantry.     He  was  dis- 
charged   in  Sei)tember,  1865.     In  December,  1862, 
he  was   taken  with   measles  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and 
was  taken  to  Hospital  No.  15   in  that  city,  where 
he   remained  about  three  months.      He    then    re- 
joined his  regiment  but  was  afterwards  transferred 
to  a  reserve  corps  and  was  later  sent  to  the  hos- 
pital in  Chicago, where  he  remained  about  eighteen 
months.     He  was  tlien  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service  and  returned  to  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
where  he  has  since  lived. 

He  has  l)een  the  proprietor  of  his  present  farm 
since  about  1879,  which  ])lace  consists  of  twenty 
acres,  situated  nbout  seven  and  one-half  miles 
south  of  St.  Joseph.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  also 
of  the  Chapman  Post  No.  21,  G.  A.  K.,  at  St. 
Joseph.  His  parents  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  this  county,  but  were  married  in    Elkhart,  Ind. 


,EORGE    W.    WILLIAMS.     Many    of    the 

^-^  most  successful  farmers  of  Cass  County 
ijlj  have  spent  their  entire  lives  within  its 
limits,  and  have  from  youth  been  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  the  development  of  its  resources.  In 
this  class  we  may  mention  the  name  of  Mr.  Will- 
iams, who  was  born  in  INIilton  Township,  this 
county,  on  the  16th  of  March,  1837,  and  who  now 
owns  and  cultivates   a   finely-improved  farm    on 


section  14,  of  this  towushij).  His  father,  Spencer 
Williams,  was  born  in  Sussex  County,  Del.,  in  1807, 
and  in  his  youth  spent  about  three  years  in  Ohio. 
Returning  to  Delaware,  he  spent  only  a  short  time 
in  that  State,  and  removed  thence  to  Michigan,  in 
1831,  making  the  journe^^  in  company  with  Peter 
Truitt  and  other  well-known  pioneers  of  Cass 
County. 

Locating  on  a  rented  farm  in  Milton  Township, 
the  senior  Mr.  Williams  devoted  his  attention  to 
improving  the  place,  and  was  ver\^  successful  in  his 
efforts,  taking  rank  among  the  foremost  agricul- 
turists of  his  vicinity.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years,  in  1877,  mourned  not  alone  by  his 
immediate  relatives,  but  also  by  his  large  circle  of 
acquaintances.  At  the  age  of  tvvent} -seven  yeais 
he  married  Miss  Sarah  vSmitli,  a  native  of  Dela- 
ware, born  April  4,  1812;  she  died  May  9,  1881, 
after  a  life  of  usefulness,  devoted  to  the  welfare  of 
her  husband  and  children,  to  whom  she  was  most 
tenderly  attached.  Her  father,  George  vSmith,  was 
a  native  of  Delaware,  while  the  paternal  grand- 
father, Spencer  Williams,  was  of  Scotch  descent. 

Our  subject  is  the  second  child  of  his  father's 
family,  which  numbered  thirteen,  nine  of  whom 
grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  They  are: 
John  II.,  George  W.,  Mary  M.,  Emma  A.,  Eliza  A. 
(deceased),  Lovina,  Samuel  ().,  and  Spencer  (de- 
ceased). Wesley  died  at  the  age  of  five  years; 
Tamson  A.  passed  aw\ay  when  two  years  old,  and 
two  others  died  in  infancy.  In  1861  George  W. 
enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  K.,  Sixth  Mich- 
igan Infantry,  becoming  a  private.  Later  he  was 
transferred  to  the  heavy  artillery,  and  participated 
in  many  engagements  of  the  Army  of  the  Gulf. 
He  was  wounded  at  Port  Hudson  with  a  minie- 
ball,  but  otherwise  escaped  uninjured.  At  the  close 
of  his  period  of  enlistment  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  service,  at  Kalamazoo,  and,  le- 
turning  to  his  home,  resumed  farming  operations. 

December  28,  1864,  Mr.  Williams  married  JNHss 
Mar}^  A.  McMichael,  who  was  born  in  Harris  Town- 
ship, St.  Joseph  Count3%  Ind.,  on  the  8th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1839.  Her  father,  Alexander  McMichael, 
was  born  in  Erie,  Pa.,  January  20,  1807,  and  died 
July  7,  1870.  Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Jane  Coverdale,  wa§  born  in  Delaware,  June 
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11,  1818,  and  is  still  living,  being  now  (1893) 
seventy-five  years  old.  Mrs.  Williams  was  the 
eldest  of  three  daughters,  the  others  being  Martha 
A.,  born  July  1,  1844,  and  Fannie,  born  Novem- 
ber 1,  1848.  All  are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Will- 
iams passed  away  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  1891, 
leaving  one  son,  Guy  M.,  whose  birth  occurred 
September  14,  1869,  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
resides.  He  is  an  intelligent,  well-informed  ^oung 
man,  and  a  graduate  of  the  South  Bend  Commer- 
cial College. 

In  1868  Mr.  Williams  located  on  his  present 
farm,  and  has  devoted  his  attention  to  his  farming 
pursuits,  working  with  so  much  energy  and  ability 
that  he  has  acquired  the  ownership  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty-nine  acres  of  well-improved  land,  em- 
bellished with  suitable  buildings  and  machinery 
adapted  to  agricultural  purposes.  Politically,  he  is 
a  Republican,  but  never  takes  an  active  interest  in 
political  matters,  and  has  never  consented  to  hold 
official  positions.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Disciples 
Church,  on  Harris  Prairie,  and  is  one  of  the 
Deacons  in  that  religious  organization.  Guy  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  socially 
alfiliates  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
at  Edwardsburgh. 


^^^jENJAMIN  8.  CARPENTER,  a  leading  citi- 
iii*c\  zen  and  successful  general  agriculturist  of 
-^/M)!]  Benton  Township, Berrien  County,  Mich., 
^"^^^^^  prosperously  cultivates  his  fine  homestead 
located  on  section  34,  and  has  for  a  long  period  of 
time  been  associated  with  the  upward  progress  of 
his  present  locality.  Mr.  Carpenter  was  born  in 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  February  18,  1821.  His 
father,  Stephen  Carpenter,  is  also  a  native  of  the 
P^mpire  State,  his  birthplace  being  in  Wayne 
County.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John  E.  Car- 
penter, was  born  in  Massachusetts  and,  a  courage- 
ous man,  bravely  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  The 
father,  Stephen,  also  participated  in  the  troublous 
scenes  of  that  war,  and  his  widow  drew  a  pension 
long  after  his  death,     rhe  mother  of  our  subject 


was  in  maidenhood  Miss  Hannah  Scovill,  daughter 
of  Henry  Scovill.  The  father  cultivated  farms  in 
Onondaga  and  Cattaraugus  Counties  of  New  York 
State,  and  later  made  his  home  in  Warren  County, 
Ohio.  Finally, in  1860,  he  removed  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  continued  to  re- 
side in  Sod  us  Township  until  his  death  in  1861. 

Of  the  ten  brothers  and  sisters  who  gathered 
about  the  old  New  York  State  fireside  many  years 
ago,  eight  survived  to  years  of  maturity,  and  five 
are  yet  living.  Our  subject  was  the  eldest-born; 
Stephen  resides  in  Huron  County,  Ohio;  Hannah 
is  the  wife  of  Rodman  Ellis,  an  able  agriculturist 
of  Huron  County,  Ohio;  Mary  is  a  widow  and  is 
at  home  in  Huron  County,  Ohio;  and  John  Car- 
penter has  a  residence  on  the  lake  shore  in  Berrien 
County.  The  second  son  surviving,  Benjamin  S., 
our  subject,  was  born  and  reared  in  Cattaraugus 
County,  and  is  a  practical  farmer,  thoroughly  un- 
derstanding the  tilling  of  the  soil.  Fie  was  reared 
in  his  early  home,  but  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Ohio,  in  which  State  he  was  married  to  Miss  Amy 
Amanda  Foote,  a  daughter  of  John  S.  Foote,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Huron  County,  Ohio,  the 
birthplace  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Carpenter.  The 
newly-married  couple  remained  for  a  time  in  Hu- 
ron County,  Ohio,  and  then  journeyed  to  Michigan, 
settling  in  the  spring  of  1845  in  Berrien  Springs, 
Berrien  County.  Here  the  husband  at  first  fol- 
lowed his  trade,  until  he  bought  a  farm  and  de- 
voted himself  to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  in  So- 
dus  Township.  At  the  expiration  of  five  years  he 
removed  to  Hagar  Township. 

Benjamin  S.  Carpenter  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  and  an  efficient  aid  in  the  good 
work  of  that  religious  denomination.  He  is  in 
political  alfiliation  a  Democrat,  and  was  the  first 
Supervisor  of  Sodus  Township.  He  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Hagar  Township,  and  lived  there 
for  sixteen  years.  In  1880  he  located  where  he 
now  resides.  He  has  nine  children,  all  living. 
His  first  wife  did  not  long  survive  her  marriage, 
and  left  no  children.  vSome  time  after  her  death 
he  was  married  to  jNIiss  Malvina  Nixon,  daughter 
of  John  and  Sarah  Nixon.  The  second  wife  be- 
came the  mother  of  three  children,  of  wliom  two 
are  yei  living:  Arthur,  whose  home  is  in  Coloma; 
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and  Ella,  wife  of  Nelson  Gibney.  A  third  time 
entering  the  bonds  of  matrimony,  with  Sarah 
Sly,  Benjamin  S.  Carpenter  had  his  family  in- 
creased by  the  birth  of  five  children.  Minnie  is  the 
wife  of  Nelson  Mowell,  a  teamster  of  Chicago:  Car- 
rie married  Chauncey  Curtis;  Tena  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Stump,  a  farmer  of  Nebraska;  Benjamin  A. 
I'esides  in  the  township;  and  Alma,  at  home.  Our 
subject  has  a  farm  of  twenty  acres,  all  under  high 
cultivation  and  devoted  to  fruit.  He  raises  straw- 
berries principally,  but  has  a  fine  peach  and  apple 
orchard,  and  has  made  a  success  of  horticulture. 
Mv.  Carpenter  is  a  member  of  the  linited  Brethren 
Church,  and  has  held  in  that  religious  denomina- 
tion the  olMcial  positions  of  Deacon  of  the  church 
and  Stewaid.  A  man  of  upright  character  and 
sterling  integrity,  his  influence  is  cast  on  the  side 
of  right.  In  i)olitical  afJiliation  he  is  a  sturdy 
Democrat,  and  in  all  matters  of  public  welfare  is 
ever  pre[)ared  to  do  his  part  as  a  true  and  liberal- 
spirited  American  citizen.  Widely  known,  our 
subject  has  a  host  of  friends  in  the  community  of 
the  county,  for  so  many  years  his  constant  abiding 
})lace. 
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^^^  AMES  H.  HALE,  a  farmer  in  Cass  County, 
the  Treasurer  of  Calvin  Township,  and  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  was  born  in 
Jefferson  County,  near  Richmond,  Ohio, 
February  20,  1840.  He  was  next  to  the  eldest  in 
a  family  of  eleven  children,  there  being  four  boys 
and  seven  girls.  His  father,  Stephen  Hale,  was 
also  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Ohio,  the  date  of 
his  birth  being  March  15,  1814.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Henry  Hale,  was  born  in  Maryland, 
being  of  English  descent.  A  brother  of  his  was 
at  one  time  overseer  of  slaves  for  a  Southern 
planter,  but  none  of  this  family  was  known  to 
have  owned  slaves. 

Early  in  1800  the  family  migrated   to   the  wilds 

of  Ohio,  from  which  State  it  is  said  the   father  of 

Henry  wns   drafted    into   the   army  in   tlie  War  of 

,1812,  and  sold  Uis  household  goods  in  order  to 


secure  the  money  necessary  for  hiring  a  substitute; 
whether  on  account  of  his  dislike  to  going  to  the 
war,  or  because  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  remain 
at  home  to  provide  for  his  family,  who  were  in 
poor  circumstances,  we  have  not  been  able  to 
learn.  The  grandfather,  Henry,  died  in  Ohio 
I  about  1859  or  1860.  Stephen  was  the  eldest  of 
I  three  sons,  and  had  five  sisters,  one  of  whom  was 
older  than  himself.  i\\\  of  this  family  remained 
in  Ohio  with  the  exception  of  Stephen,  who  went 
to  Wells  County,  Ind.,  in  October,  1850.  In  1864 
he  removed  from  that  State  to  Michigan,  where  he 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Calvin  Township,  Cass  County, 
and  there  died,  July  6,  1881.  In  early  life  he  was 
a  Whig,  and  cast  his  lot  with  the  Republican  party 
upon  its  organization,  remaining  faithful  to  it 
until  the  day  of  his  death.  Religiously,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  and  lived 
an  upright,  Christian  life. 

Nancy  (Reed)  Hale,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Centre  County,  Pa.,  February  6,  1813, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Arthur  Reed,  an  Irish- 
man, but  whether  born  on  the  p]merald  Isle  or  in 
this  country  we  do  not  know.  The  family  moved 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  in 
1817,  when  Nancy  was  about  four  years  of  age. 
There  she  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Stephen 
Hale,  whom  she  married.  Eleven  children  were 
born  of  the  marriage,  three  of  the  daughters  dying 
in  infancy.  The  eldest  of  the  family,  Elizabeth, 
married  John  W.  Aker,  a  pump  manufacturer  and 
farmer  in  Stark  County,  Ind.  Maiy  Jane  became 
the  wife  of  I.  M.  Harris,  who  died,  leaving  two 
sons  and  three  daughters;  the  widow  now  lives  in 
Brownsville,  this  county.  Sarah  Matilda  married 
John  Hilt(m,  and  they  and  their  daughter  occupy 
a  pleasant  residence  in  Cassopolis.  Eliza  Ann, 
Mrs.  Robert  Kerr,  is  the  mother  of  one  son  and 
one  daughter,  and  resides  at  Dailejs  this  county 
William  H.  C,  a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Vpsilanti,  has  for  fifteen  years  followed 
the  profession  of  a  teacher.  Quaron  Z.  married 
Phoebe  Gorman,  and  they  reside  near  Spokane 
Wash.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming  pur- 
suits. Madison  enlisted  as  a  member  of  the  Forty- 
seventh  Indiana  hifantry  in  September,  1861,  and 
participated    in    the   battles   of  New  Madrid,  Ft 
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Pillow,  and  maii}^  of  the  less  important  engage- 
ments, and  died  while  in  the  service  at  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  on  March  19,  1863. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood 
upon  his  father's  farm,  and  received  but  a  limited 
education.  August  10,  1859,  he  married  Catherine 
Elizabeth  Aker,  and  afterward  continued  to  operate 
a  farm  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War. 
On  the  1st  of  November,  1862,  his  name  was  en- 
rolled as  a  member  of  Company  A,  Forty-seventh 
Indiana  Infantry.  After  taking  part  in  the  battle 
of  Duval's  Bluff,  he  went  on  the  White  River  ex- 
pedition, and  w^as  in  the  rear  of  Vicksburg.  Fol- 
lowing the  siege  of  Ft.  Pemberton,  he  returned  to 
Helena,  Ark.,  and  soon  afterward  stalled  down  the 
Mississippi  River  for  Vicksburg,  landing  at  Milli- 
ken's  Bend,  and  proceeding  thence  to  Grand  Gulf 
and  Point  Gibson.  He  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Champion  Hills,  May  16,  1863,  and  in  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg,  remaining  in  the  rifle  pits  until  the 
surrender,  July  4.  On  the  following  day  he  started 
for  Jackson,  but  soon  returned  to  Vicksburg,  where 
he  went  into  camp. 

After  a  short  furlough  at  home,  Mr.  Hale  re- 
joined his  regiment  at  Charleston,  III.,  where  they 
were  ordered  to  quell  the  attack  of  the  Knights  of 
the  Golden  Circle  at  that  place.  He  was  one  of 
the  participants  in  the  Red  River  expedition,  and, 
crossing  the  Gulf  at  Dolphin's  Island,  he  landed 
at  Ft.  Morgan,  and  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Spanish 
Fort  and  Ft.  Blakeley,  and  also  in  the  charge  of 
Mobile,  Ala.  On  the  7th  of  October,  1865,  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  he  was  mustered  out  at  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  after  a  service  of  three  years.  During 
that  period  he  was  never  wounded,  taken  prisoner 
or  was  in  the  hospital. 

While  in  the  army,  our  subject's  father  sold  the 
Indiana  farm  and  came  to  Cass  Count}^  Mich., 
bringing  the  family  of  our  subject  with  him.  Upon 
his  enlistment  in  the  service  he  left  his  family, 
consisting  of  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  in  the 
Indiana  home,  but  during  his  absence  the  little  girl 
died.  His  wife  was  called  hence  on  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember, 1879,  leaving  at  the  time  of  her  demise 
five  children.  AVilliam  L.  is  unmarried, and  resides 
in  Spokane  County,  Wash.;  James  M.  reside^^  in 
Ransom  County,  Nr  J)ak.,  and  he  and  his  wife, 


whose  maiden  name  was  Eva  Wert,  are  the  parents 
of  three  children;  Fred  N.  married  Dora  L.Elliot; 
p]lias  Edgar  resides  in  Ransom  County,  N.  Dak.; 
and  Violeta  Belle  is  living  at  home. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly 
Mrs.  Agnes  (Wise)  Leonard,  the  widow  of  Henr}- 
Leonard.  She  was  born  in  Wayne  Count}^  Ohio, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Margery 
(Kamer)  Wise,  natives  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa. 
Her  father  died  when  she  was  a  child  of  three 
3^ears.  Her  brother  Samuel  served  for  three  years 
in  the  late  war,  being  a  member  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Thirteenth  Illinois  Infantry.  A  brother- 
in-law,  Elisha  Johns,  was  a  Sergeant  in  the  same 
regiment,  and  served  for  three  years.  By  her  mar- 
riage to  Henry  Leonard  she  had  seven  children,  all 
of  wMiom  are  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hale  have  one 
child,  Zora  Alice,  a  bright  girl  of  eight  summers. 

Ever  since  settling  in  Michigan,  Mr.  Hale  has 
engaged  in  farming  in  Calvin  Township,  Cass 
County,  and  has  been  quite  successful  in  his  chosen 
work.  In  local  politics  he  has  been  prominent  in 
the  Republican  party,  and  has  served  for  several 
years  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  He  has 
been  Treasurer  of  the  township  several  times,  and 
occupied  other  local  offices.  He  is  an  active  worker 
in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  being  at 
present  identified  with  Post  No.  9  of  Union,  of 
which  he  was  at  one  time  Junior  Vice  Commander, 
and  he  is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  post. 


^-—-^^ 


HARLES  GREEN.  Nowhere  within  the 
limits  of  Cass  County  can  there  be  found 
a  man  who  takes  greater  interest  in  its  ag- 
ricultural and  stock  affairs  than  Mr.  Green,  or  who 
strives  continually  to  promote  and  advance  these 
interests  to  a  higher  plane.  He  has  a  native  pride 
in  this  State,  for  he  was  born  in  Berrien  County, 
and  has  spent  most  of  his  days  in  Cass  County, 
where  he  is  well  and  favorably  known.  His  birth 
occurred  in  March,  1 853,  and  he  is  the  son  of 
Hnrvey  and  Eunice  (Judd)  Green. 

Patrick  Green,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
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was  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  where  he  at- 
tained his  growth  and  received  his  education. 
When  a  young  man,  or  after  the  Revolutionary 
War,  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  located  in 
the  Empire  State,  where  for  several  years  he  en- 
gaged in  peddling.  He  was  married  in  that  State, 
and  shortly  afterwards  emigrated  to  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  where  he  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers.  He  bought  land,  engaged  in  improving 
it,  and  on  this  reared  his  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren. They  were  named  as  follows:  William, 
Harve3%  John,  Rhoda  (first  wife  of  R.  Greenman), 
Nancy  (wife  of  Rinaldo  Reed),  Abbie  (wife  of 
Abner  Buckman),  and  Mary,  wife  of  Ransom 
Greenman. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Harvey  Green,  was 
born  in  New  York  State,  and  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Michigan  when  a  child.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  branched  out  for  himself,  and  as 
he  had  early  been  trained  to  the  arduous  duties  of 
the  farm,  he  selected  agricultural  pursuits  as  his 
occupation  in  life.  He  began  tilling  the  soil  on 
a  new  farm,  and  subsequently  was  married  in 
Berrien  County  to  Miss  Eunice  Judd,  the  daughter 
of  William  and  Abigail  (Beardslej^)  Judd.  The 
Judd  family  was  one  of  the  early  ones  of  Cass 
County,  settling  here  as  early  as  1843. 

In  1861,  during  the  Civil  War,  he  enlisted,  and 
was  never  heard  of  after  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  His 
brother  John  was  killed  in  that  desperate  battle. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Disciples  Church,  and  in 
politics  at  one  time  a  Whig,  and  later  a  Repub- 
lican. His  widow  married  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Jackson  Day,  and  became  the  mother  of  three 
children  by  this  union:  May,  who  died  when 
young;  Nora,  wife  of  Frank  Essig;  and  Silvia. 
Mrs.  Green  is  still  living,  and  enjoys  compara- 
tively good  health. 

The  early  days  of  our  subject  were  passed  in  as- 
sisting his  father  on  the  farm  and  in  attending 
the  district  school,  where  he  secured  a  fair  educa- 
tion. When  but  thirteen  years  of  age  he  began 
working  for  himself  in  a  sawmill,  and  continued 
this  until  about  twentj^-two  j^earsof  age,  in  Mont- 
calm County,  Mich.  He  then  came  to  his  Grand- 
father Judd's  farm,  and  on  this  he  resides  at  the 
present  time.    He  was  married  in  this  county  when 
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twenty-four  years  of  age  to  Miss  Mary  Fraze, 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Anna  (Martin)  Fraze.  Mrs. 
Green  is  a  member  of  the  Disciples  Church,  and 
they  give  freely  of  their  means  to  its  support.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Green  is  a  Republican.  He  and  wife 
have  taken  a  nephew,  Fred  Day,  to  rear,  and  this 
boy  has  been  with  them  since  an  infant.  Mr. 
Green  first  took  charge  of  his  grandfather's  farm, 
but  since  then  he  has  purchased  it.  This  consists 
of  eighty  acres,  and  is  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation. 


^^EORGE  L.  BAILEY,  M.  D.,  a  prominent 
(II  (—,  physician  of  Buchanan,  is  a  native  of  New 
^^Jl  York,  having  been  born  in  the  village  of 
Somerset,  Niagara  Count}^,  on  the  5th  of  May, 
1850.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Dr.  Isaac  Dodge 
Bailey,  was  born  in  Vermont,  presumably  of  Irish 
and  English  descent,  and  when  a  young  man  re- 
moved to  New  York,  and  there  spent  the  most  of 
his  active  life.  Leonidas  P.  Bailey,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  and, 
having  been  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  conducted  an  active  practice  there. 

Coming  to  Michigan  in  1854,  Mr.  Bailey,  Sr., 
located  in  Midland  City,  Midland  County,  an^ 
opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  soon  gained  considerable  prominence  through- 
out the  State  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
most  successful  attorneys  of  the  county.  For  his 
wife  he  chose  Miss  Prudence  Bugbee,  a  native  of 
New  York,  her  father  having  been  a  farmer  in 
that  State.  The  marriage  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  the  following  children:  Zilpha  R.,  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Joel  S.  Wheelock,  both  of  them  being 
successful  physicians  of  Bancroft,  Shiawassee  Coun- 
ty, Mich.;  and  Aldon  O.,  a  lumberman  residing  in 
the  northern  part  of  Michigan. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Midland  City  our  sub- 
ject acquired  the  rudiments  of  his  education;  later 
he  carried  on  his  studies  for  one  year  at  Ypsilanti. 
Having  decided  upon  the  medical  profession  as  his 
occupation  for  life,  he  entered  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  State  University,  at  Ann  Arbor,  and 


518 


yORTRAIlT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


continued  in  that  institution  until  his  gradua- 
tion in  1887.  Immediately  after  completing  his 
studies,  he  located  in  Buchanan,  and  has  since  re- 
sided in  this  place.  Through  the  exercise  of  good 
judgment  in  the  application  of  remedies,  quick 
perception  in  the  diagnosis  of  cases,  and  habits  of 
industry,  he  has  gained  the  name  of  a  successful, 
conscientious  and  painstaking  doctor.  Although 
his  medical  studies  long  ago  ceased  to  be  con- 
ducted in  an}^  school  or  university,  yet  he  is  a 
diligent  student  and  through  the  medium  of  med- 
ical journals  keeps  in  touch  with  the  latest  dis- 
coveries in  therapeutics. 

In  1871  Dr.  Bailey  married  Miss  Florence  Wise, 
who  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  and  re- 
ceived a  thorough  education  at  Delaware  College. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  have  three  children.  The  eld- 
est, Harry  P.,  is  a  printer  by  trade,  and  follows  that 
occupation  in  Buchanan.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  at  Flint,  Mich.,  and,  al- 
though thus  sadly  afflicted,  he  is  a  young  man  of 
ability  and  intelligence.  The  other  children,  Bert  F. 
and  Jennie  R.,  attend  the  public  schools  of  Bu- 
chanan and  are  the  recipients  of  every  opportunity 
for  attaining  splendid  educations.  Socially,  Dr. 
Bailey  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  belonging  to  the  lodge  at  Buchanan. 
He  is  at  present  the  Examining  Physician  for  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  is  an  active 
member  of  that  orgajiization  in  Buchanan.  His 
political  opinions  bring  him  in  sympathy  with 
the  Republicans,  and  he  is  a  warm  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  that  party. 


Sf^jDWARD  LA    RUE  HAMILTON.     Of   the 

eminent  men  of  Michigan,  many  have 
found  the  legal  profession  the  stepping- 
stone  on  which  they  have  risen  to  prominence. 
There  are  now  a  number  of  young  men  possessing 
keen  discrimination, acute  perception, sound  judg- 
ment and  shrewd  insight,  of  whose  future  their 
friends  hold  great  expectations.  Among  this 
number  is  the  subject  of  this  biographical  noU(je, 


who  is  a  prominent  attorney-at-law  and  counselor 
residing  in  Niles.  Notwithstanding  the  adverse 
circumstances  under  which  he  labored  in  his  youth, 
he  has  risen  to  a  position  of  influence  in  Berrien 
County,  and  conducts  an  extensive  practice  in  all 
the  courts. 

A  native  of  the  county  in  which  he  now  makes 
his  home,  Edward  La  Rue  Hamilton  was  born  on 
the  9th  of  Decembei',  1857.  His  father,  Edward 
L.,  and  his  grandfather,  John  J.  Hamilton,  were 
both  natives  of  New  York,  and  the  former  was 
born  in  Oneida  County  in  1834.  He  was  only  one 
year  old  when  he  was  brought  to  Michigan,  and  in 
Berrien  County  he  grew  to  a  vigorous  manhood. 
A  farmer  by  occupation,  he  engaged  in  general  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  until  his  death  in  1876.  His 
wife  was  Margaret  Ann,  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Margaret  (Goodenough)  Jameson,  and  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts.  She  was  of  direct  Scotch 
descent,  her  grandfather,  James  Jameson,  having 
been  born  in  the  ''land  of  thistles.'' 

Upon  the  farm  and  in  the  schoolroom,  tlie  boy- 
hood of  Edvvard  La  Rue  Hamilton  was  un- 
eventfully passed.  After  conducting  his  studies  in 
the  Niles  schools  for  four  years,  he  entered  the 
State  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arboi*, 
where  he  remained  for  a  short  time.  The  death 
of  his  father  caused  him  to  leave  school  and  return 
to  the  homestead,  where,  aided  by  his  mother,  he 
succeeded  in  clearing  the  farm  of  a  heavy  incum- 
brance left  upon  it  by  his  father.  When  the 
place  was  again  unincumbered,  he  entered  the  law 
office  of  Judge  H.  H.  Coolidge,  of  Niles,  where  he 
conducted  his  legal  studies  for  some  time.  Being 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1884,  he  at  once  opened  an 
office  in  Niles,  where  he  is  now  well  established  in 
his  profession. 

The  lady  who,  on  the  18th  of  October,  1883,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  was  Miss  Cora  V., 
daughter  of  Dr.  Alfred  Eddy,  formerly  of  Chicago, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  have  an  attractive  and  cozy 
home  in  Niles,  and  in  addition  to  this  property  he 
owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well-improved 
land,  which  he  values  the  more  highly  on  account 
of  it  having  been  the  home  of  his  parents  during 
their  long  residence  in  Berrien  County.  An  active 
Republican,  h?  \m  rendered  effecUy^  SQivice  ia 
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behalf  of  his  party  and  durinof  the  campaigns  fre- 
quently "stumps"  the  county  and  district.  Fra- 
ternally, he  is  a  member  of  St.  Joseph  Valley 
Lodge  No.  4,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  St.  Joseph  Chapter,  R. 
A.  M.;  and  Niles  Commandery  No.  12,  K.  T. 


-^^ 


z^^^ 


ANIEL  WILLIAMS  SWEM,  an  artist  by 
profession,  now  prosperously  following 
the  occupation  of  general  agriculture,  is 
also  a  highly  successful  stock-raiser,  hand- 
ling some  of  the  finest  horses  bred  in  the  State  of 
Michigan.  Residing  uf)on  a  fine  homestead  located 
in  Weesaw  Township,  Berrien  County,  he  has  held 
with  able  fidelity  the  official  position  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  the  home 
community.  Mr.  Swem  was  born  in  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio,  April  14,  1843.  Ilis  parents,  John 
and  Sarah  (Glass)  Swem,  made  their  home  for  some 
length  of  time  in  the  Buckeye  State,  but  the  father 
was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  born  in  1810.  He 
however  removed  with  his  parents  to  Ohio  in  an 
early  day,  and  was  there  reared,  educated  and  mar- 
ried, and  finally  emigrated  from  near  Lima  to  Ber- 
rien County,  Mich.,  settling  in  Galien  Township 
in  1862,  and  making  this  part  of  the  State  his  res- 
idence until  1868,  when  he  removed  to  Shelby 
County,  Mo.,  and  lived  in  that  locality  ten  years. 
The  father  then  returned  to  Berrien  County,  where 
he  later  died  in  about  1887.  He  was  of  German 
and  Scotch  descent,  and  devoted  the  labor  of  his  life 
to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture.  The  mother  was  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  Berrien  County, 
in  1888.  The  parents  were  in  early  life  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church  and  afterward  joined  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  They  were  both  active  in  good  work 
and  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  them.  Ten 
children  had  blessed  the  home,  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters. 

Daniel  W.,  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth,  was  reared 
near  Lima,  Ohio,  and  attended  the  district  schools, 
receivingagood  common  education.  In  July,  1861, 
when  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  J,  Tvyent^'-seyen til  Ohio  Jnf^ntry,  ^s  a 


private  and,  afterward  promoted,  became  Corporal 
and  later  First  Sergeant.  Our  subject  had  a  brother, 
John,  in  the  same  company.     Until  his  discharge, 
July  31,  1865,  Mr.  Swem  constantly  participated 
in    scenes   of    danger    and    privation,  but,  never 
wounded  or   taken    prisoner,  actively  engaged  in 
twenty-two  of  the  fiercest  battles  of  the  rebellion. 
He  was  present  at  the   fights  of  Black  water,  JNIo., 
New  Madrid,  Mo.,  Tipton ville,  Ky.,  Island  No.  10, 
siege  of  Corinth,  luka,  second   battle  of  Corinth, 
and  Hatchee  Bridge.    He  took  part  in  the  campaign 
and  march  through  Georgia,  and  was  in  the  battle 
of  New  Berne,  N.  C,  the   last  battle  in   which  he 
engaged.     His  brother  John,  the  color-bearer,  also 
marvelously  escaped  capture  or    wounds,  having 
only  received  a   wound  sufficient  to  draw  blood. 
Another    brother,    William    Swem,   courageously 
fought  in  the  Fifth-fourth  Ohio  Infantry.     After 
the  discharge  of    our    subject    from   the  army  in 
which  he  had  so  faithfully  served  every  day  for  four 
years,  he  went  to  Jacksonville,  III.,  and  studied  his 
profession  under  the  teaching  of  T.  T.  Delzell,  an 
able  instructor.     Becoming  thoroughly  versed  in 
his  art,  he  was  known  as   Prof.  Swem,  for  fifteen 
years  devoting  his  time  and  labor   to  his  chosen 
avocation.     For   two  3^ears   he  traveled  and  suc- 
cessfully gave  lessons  in  his  art,  but  finally  deter- 
mined  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  the  till- 
ing of  the  soil  and  stock-raising,  in  which  branch  of 
farming   Mr.    Swem    has   acquired    a    reputation, 
especially  as  a  breeder  of  fine  horses,  not  long  since 
selling  a  span  for  $900. 

In  1867,  Daniel  Williams  Swem  and  Miss  Cor- 
inth ia  Paddock,  a  native  of  Weesaw  Township, 
were  united  in  marriage.**  Unto  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife  have  been  born  four  sons  and 
two  daughters.  Olefa  is  the  wife  of  George  W. 
Painter;  P^lmo  is  at  home;  T.  Guy,  C.  Clyde,  Dale 
and  T.  Dot  complete  the  group  who  yet  gather  in 
the  parents'  home.  Mr.  Swem  is  not  connected 
with  any  church,  but  is  known  as  a  liberal-minded 
man  of  sterling  integrity.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  Custer  Post  No.  208,  G.  A.  R.,  at 
Galien  and  was  a  charter  member  and  held  the 
office  of  Commander  two  terms  and  was  the  second 
Representative  to  the  State  Encampment.  He  is 
likewise  a  mev[\l)^vof  the  F^irmers'  Mutual  Fire  In- 
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surance  Company  of  Berrien.  He  is  a  member  of 
Galien  Lodge  No.  347,  L  O.  O.  F.,and  has  filled  all 
the  chairs  and  represented  his  lodge  at  the  Grand 
Lodge  at  Lansing.  Mrs.  Swem  is  a  Rebecca  degree 
member  and  will  represent  her  lodge  at  Lansing 
this  fall.  Our  subject  is  now  Vice-President  and 
has  been  President  of  the  Anti-Horse  Thief  Asso- 
ciation, and  is  connected  with  all  township  en- 
terprises conducing  to  mutual  welfare.  Politically, 
he  has  with  one  exception  identified  himself  with 
the  Republican  party,  the  exception  being  when  he 
voted  for  Weaver  as  the  candidate  of  the  Green- 
back party.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  has  closely  adhered  to  the 
principles  of  the  "Party  of  Reform.'*  Mr.  Swem 
has  with  ability  discharged  the  duties  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace  of  Weesaw  Township  and,  a  man  of 
earnest  purpose,  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance, 
and  ever  to  be  found  upon  the  side  of  right  and 
justice,  commands  the  esteem  of  all  his  fellow- 
townsmen. 


.-^.^^<^^ 


ARED  HOADLEY.  Located  in  the  midst 
one  of  the  finest  agricultural  centres  of 
rrien  County,  the  farm  which  Mr.  Iload- 
1^^^  ley  owns  and  occupies  is  conceded  to  be 
among  the  best  in  the  vicinity,  and  this  is  saying 
not  a  little,  for  on  every  hand  may  be  seen  superior 
places,  whose  ownership  indicates  thrift  and  pros- 
perity. His  farming  operations  are  conducted  in 
a  manner  indicative  of  -a  progressive,  thorough 
agriculturist,  and  the  same  systematic  condition  of 
affairs  about  his  home  is  apparent  in  his  course  as 
a  man.  Thorough  in  all  that  he  does,  he  allows  no 
worthy  movement  to  drag  for  want  of  support  if 
in  his  power  to  help  it. 

Mr.  Hoadley  was  originally  from  the  Empire 
State,  born  in  Manlius,  Onondaga  County,  Sep- 
tember 11,  1817,  to  the  union  of  J.  and  Lucy 
(Williams)  Hoadley,  natives  of  Bennington  Coun- 
ty, Vt.,  and  Massachusetts  respectively.  His  grand- 
father, J.  Hoadley,  Sr.,  was  of  English  descent,  as 
was  also  the   maternal  grandfather.     The  parents 


of  our  subject  were  married  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  there  in  connection  with  farming  the 
father  followed  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade. 
The  mother  died  in  that  State  and  the  father  after- 
wards moved  to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  there 
followed  farming.  They  were  the  parents  of 
three  children,  two  daughters  and  a  son,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood. 

From  about  the  age  of  ten  years  our  subject  had 
to  fight  life's  battles  for  himself,  and  although  he 
never  attended  school  more  than  a  year  in  his  life, 
he  was  studious  and  observing  and  taught  school 
many  years,  lie  is  truly  a  self-made  man,  and 
what  he  has  accumulated  in  the  way  of  this 
world's  goods  is  the  result  of  great  energy  and  in- 
dustry on  his  part.  When  seventeen  years  of  age 
he  took  charge  of  a  mercantile  establishment  and 
remained  with  this  concern  for  three  years,  or 
until  the  owner  sold  out.  In  1838  he  came  West 
to  Michigan  and  stopped  in  Niles,  where  he 
expected  to  find  employment.  Later  he  look  a 
school  and  taught  in  the  county  for  some  time, 
but  subsequently  embarked  in  the  grain  business, 
which  he  continued  in  Niles  for  three  years. 
After  this  he  clerked  in  a  store  for  five  ^ears,  and 
was  then  in  the  Farmers'  (fe  Merchants'  Bank  for 
some  time. 

He  was  engaged  in  business  in  Elkhart,  Ind.,  for 
a  few  years,  but  sold  out  and  in  1853  came 
to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  located  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides  and  which  he  had  purchased 
in  1851.  Mis  first  marriage  was  to  Miss  Zeviah 
WiUard,  the  daughter  of  Rufus  Willard,  who  was 
an  early  settler  of  Berrien  County,  Mich.  She 
died  leaving  one  child,  but  the  child  died  shortly 
afterwards.  Mr.  Hoadley 's  second  marriage  was 
to  Miss  Anna  Hoagland,  and  by  this  union  he  be- 
came the  father  of  three  children.  Rodney  Paine, 
a  natural  musician  and  a  genius  in  many  ways, 
followed  teaching  for  some  time  but  is  now  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  is  married  and  has  two 
children.  Katta,  wife  of  Chris  Brandes,  who  is 
cashier  of  a  bank  in  Wisconsin,  taught  school  when 
she  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  is  a  lady  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability.  Anna,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  Mr.  Cooper,  a  lawyer  of  Niles. 

Our  subject's  thivfl  marriage  weis  to  Miss  Susan 
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Ashcraft,  who  bore  him  three  children,  two  daugh- 
ters and  a  son.  The  son,  whose  name  is  Willard, 
is  at  home  and  is  a  good  business  man;  Mary  will 
graduate  from  the  Niles  schools  soon;  and  Clara  L. 
is  attending  the  schools  in  Niles.  Mr.  Hoadley 
has  a  good  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-three 
acres  on  section  28,  Niles  Township,  and  most  of 
the  improvements  on  the  same  have  been  made  by 
him.  Although  he  came  to  Michigan  without 
money,  he  has  been  a  successful  man  in  all  the  oc- 
cupations in  which  he  engaged,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  substantial  men  of  this  vicinity.  In  politics, 
he  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  but  has  never  cared  to  hold  office.  His  son 
Willard  is  Treasurer  of  Niles  Township,  and 
Rodney  holds  the  same  position  in  Chikaming 
Township,  Berrien  County.  Mr.  Hoadley  was  at 
one  time  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  but  is  not  now. 


UjES  DAVIS,  a  retired  agriculturist  and 
highly   respected   pioneer  citizen  of  Eau 
111  Claire,   Berrien  County,  Mich.,  began    in 
^  1851  the  cultivation  of   his  homestead,  lo- 

cated upon  the  west  half  of  the  northwest  quarter 
of  section  34,  and  for  nearly  two-score  years  a  con- 
stant resident  of  his  homestead,  has  been  intimately 
associated  with  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
county.  Mr.  Davis  was  born  September  12,  1830, 
in  Cambria  County,  Pa.  His  father,  Benjamin 
Davis,  born  in  1796,  was  a  native  of  Wales  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  The  mother,  also  a  native 
of  Wales,  was  born  in  1790.  The  I3avis  family 
emigrated  to  America  in  1800,  and  made  their 
home  in  Pennsylvania.  The  Williamses,  crossing 
the  broad  Atlantic,  became  citizens  of  the  United 
States  in  1802.  They  likewise  located  in  the  Quaker 
State,  where  in  due  course  of  time  the  parents  of 
our  subject  were  married.  They  remained  in  Penn- 
sylvania until  1844,  when  they  removed  to  Ohio, 
and  settled  in  the  woods  of  Ashland  Count3^,  upon 
the  Western  Reserve.     For   four  years  Benjamin 


Davis  industriously  cleared  land  and  tilled  the  soil 
of  the  Buckeye  State,  and  then  journeyed  with  his 
family  farther  West,  settling  in  1848  in  Pipestone 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  upon  the  farm 
now  owned   by  R.  J.  Tuttle. 

The  mother  died  in  1848,  the  father  surviving 
until  1879.  Energetic  and  industrious,  they  were 
highly  regarded  by  all  who  knew  them,  and  were 
devout  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  in 
Pennsylvania  the  father  had  been  an  "exhorter.'' 
The  children  who  clustered  about  the  pioneer 
hearth  were  Timothy,  Hannah  and  John,  deceased; 
Rachael,  Mrs.  Fisher;  William  and  Benjamin,  de- 
ceased; Miles,  our  subject;  Mary  DeLong;  and  Mar- 
garet. Miles  Davis,  the  seven  th  child,  attended  the 
school  of  the  district,  but  at  fourteen  years  of  age 
steadily  devoted  himself  to  the  daily  round  of  ag- 
ricultural labor  upon  his  father's  farm.  At  twentj^- 
ojie  years  of  age  he  began  life  for  himself  and,  a 
thoroughly  practical  farmer,  entered  with  resolu- 
tion into  the  clearing  and  cultivating  of  the  land, 
now  under  a  high  state  of  productiveness.  His 
first  house  was  a  modest  log  habitation,  but  in  1871 
he  erected  his  attractive  and  commodious  residence 
at  a  cost  of  $2,000,  and  from  time  to  time  has  added 
other  substantial  improvemcHts.  Mr.  Davis  owns 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  valuable  land  in 
Pipestone  Township,  and  also  has  a  house  and  lot 
in  Eau  Claire,  having  accumulated  a  comfortable 
competence,  gained  in  the  pursuit  of  farming. 

In  1856,  Miles  Davis  and  Miss  Phcebe  Fisher 
were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Davis  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Ambrose  and  Maria  (McDaniel)  Fisher,  who 
removed  from  Ohio  to  Michigan  in  1846,  and  set- 
tled in  Berrien  Township,  where  they  both  died. 
Mr.  F'isher  was  an  honored  pioneer  farmer  and  a 
man  of  sterling  integrity.  Mrs.  Davis  is  a  native 
of  Ohio,  and  was  born  in  Portage  County  in  1838. 
Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  were  the  parents 
of  three  children.  Efiie  A.,  wife  of  Thomas  Ferry, 
is  the  mother  of  three  children,  and  resides  in 
Pipestone  Township;  William  B.,  married  to  Mary 
Peterbaugh,  is  the  father  of  one  child  and  is 
living  in  the  township;  the  eldest  child  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  are  valued  members  of  the 
Christian  Church  at  Eau  Claire,  of    which  church 
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our  subject  is  an  Elder  and  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  work  of  the  Sunday-school.  The 
daughter  and  sons  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a 
good  common-school  education,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  Mr.  Davis  was  an  efficient  member  of  the 
School  Board  of  the  county.  Politically,  our  sub- 
ject has  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  local  and 
national  issues.  He  is  a  strong  Democrat  and  has 
been  a  delegate  to  numerous  conventions.  He  has 
likewise  occupied  with  able  fidelity  various  oilices 
of  trust,  and  has  discharged  the  duties  of  Clerk  of 
Pipestone  Township,  Treasurer  of  the  township, 
and  Supervisor  of  the  township  to  the  universal 
satisfaction  of  the  community,  whose  interests  he 
so  materially  advanced  by  his  enterprise  and  busi- 
ness methods.  Now  retired  from  the  daily  routine 
of  agricultural  life,  he  enjoys  a  well-earned  rest, 
but,  as  yet  in  the  vigor  of  manhood,  is  one  of  the 
substantial  and  liberal-spirited  citizens,  ever  ready 
to  aid  in  all  matters  of  mutual  welfare,  and,  widely 
known  in  Berrien  County,  enjoys  the  best  wishes 
and  thorough  confidence  of  a  large  circle  of  old 
friends  and  acquaintances. 


-^ 


IL^  ENRY  VAN  TILBURG,  who  has  served 
with  ability  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Treasurer  of  the  township  of  Ontwa,  Cass 
^  County,  Mich.,  is  a  leading  agriculturist 
and  a  highly  esteemed  citizen.  He  was  born 
in  Union  County,  Pa.,  upon  the  15th  of  May, 
1836.  His  parents  were  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Wikle)  Van  Tilburg.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
William  Van  Tilburg,  was  a  son  of  Henry  Van 
Tilburg,  of  Dutch  origin,  who  was  a  pioneer 
farmer  of  Jefferson  County,  where  he  passed  away 
at  ninety-five  years  of  age.  His  good  wife  was  a 
Shaker.  Grandfather  Van  Tilburg  was  born  in 
Bucks  County,  Pa.,  and  served  with  brave  fidelity 
in  the  War  of  1812.  While  in  New  Orleans  he 
became  very  sick,  and,  tenderly  cared  for,  he  after- 
ward married  his  nurse.  She  was  a  Frenchwoman 
named  Williams.  The  four  sons  of  the  union 
were    Samuel,  John,  William  and    Benjamin,  all 


born  in  Bucks  County,  Pa.  The  father  died  in 
Lycoming  County.  Grandfather  Van  Tilburg  was 
in  religious  belief  a  Lutheran.  He  lived  for  a 
brief  time  in  Ohio,  but  spent  the  most  of  his  life 
in  Pennsylvania. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  the 
Quaker  State  June  2,  1806.  He  was  a  carding 
manufacturer  by  trade,  but  after  removing  to 
Summit  County,  Ohio,  in  1845,  followed  the 
peaceful  avocation  of  a  farmer.  In  1854  he 
journeyed  by  team  to  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  and 
in  1859  located  in  Jefferson  Township,  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  where  he  died  September  2,  1862. 
He  had  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Twelfth  Michigan 
Regiment,  but  was  mustered  out  before  leaving 
the  State.  Enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
munities in  which  he  resided,  he  officiated  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  in  Ohio,  and  was  a  Township 
Trustee  in  Indiana.  He  was  an  earnest  and  reso- 
lute man  of  integrity  and  perseverance.  Politic- 
ally, he  was  a  Democrat,  and  a  member  of  the 
Evangelical  Church.  His  widow  died  in  Elkhart, 
April  24,  1874.  She  was  born  in  Northumberland 
County,  Pa.,  December  31,  1803,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Peter  Wikle,  a  native  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, although  his  parents  were  of  German  na- 
tivity, the  father  and  mother  emigrating  from  the 
Old  Country  to  America,  where  they  died  at  an 
advanced  age.  Peter  Wikle  fought  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  reared  four  sons  and  five  daughters. 
His  wife  also  died  in  the  Quaker  State.  Tlie  family 
were  of  Evangelical  faith,  and  in  political  prefer- 
ence Mr.  Wikle  was  a  Whig.  He  was  a  shoemaker 
by  trade,  and  was  an  industrious  and  upright 
man. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  the  four  children  who 
clustered  about  the  family  hearth  of  the  old  home. 
John  died  at  nineteen  years  of  age;  Henrj^  was 
the  second-born;  Mary  Moore,  the  only  daughter, 
resides  in  Mecosta  County,  Mich.;  Jacob  is  the 
youngest  of  the  family.  Henry  Van  Tilburg  began 
the  labor  of  life  in  a  woolen  factorjsand  continued 
to  work  in  the  same  until  he  removed  with  his 
father  to  Ohio.  In  1860  he  settled  in  Jefferson 
Township,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  in  1863  lo- 
cated where  he  now  resides,  on  the  Red  field 
estate.     In  1881   he  purchased  forty-two  acres  of 
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land  on  section  24,  Ontwa  Township.  In  his 
official  duties  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Treas- 
urer of  the  township,  he  has  given  great  satisfac- 
tion to  the  community  by  whom  he  is  surrounded. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  interested  in  local 
and  national  issues.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons. 

Upon  August  16,  1857,  our  subject  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Lavina  Danner,  daughter  of 
Michael  and  Catherine  (Whetmire)  Danner,  and 
born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  her  parents  being 
farmers  of  the  Buckeye  State,  but  natives  of  Lan- 
caster County,  Pa.  Mrs.  Catherine  Danner  lias 
been  twice  married.  By  lier  first  husband  she  be- 
came the  mother  oi  four  daughters  and  one  son. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Danner  she  married  Jo- 
seph Flickinger,  and  has  borne  him  one  son  and  a 
daughter.  They  are  living  with  our  subject.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Van  Tilburg  was 
Philip  Downer,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  died  in  Stark  County,  Ohio.  His  wife  was 
born  in  Germany.  The  one  child  who  has  blessed 
the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Tilburg  is  a  son, 
William  Henry.  Mr.  Van  Tilburg  was  formerly 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  is  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  and  a  true 
American  citizen. 


~^^~ 


._j^^-» 
~^^^ 


kYCURGUS  JEFFRIES,  an  energetic  busi- 
ness man  and  representative  farmer,  now 
located  upon  section  19,  Galien  Township, 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  is  a  native  of  the  West, 
and  was  born  in  Dearborn  County,  Ind.,  January 
1,  1838.  Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Thomas  E.  and 
Margaret  (Foster)  Jeffries.  Father  Jeffries  was 
born  near  Wheeling,  Va.,  in  1815.  Apprenticed 
early  in  youth  to  the  trade  of  a  brick-layer  and 
plasterer,  he  followed  the  business  all  his  life.  He 
was  also  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  was  hard- 
working and  enterprising.  Married  in  Virginia  to 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Permelia  Foster,  he 
soon  after  located  in  Indiana,  settling  in  Law- 
renceville.  Dearborn  County,  which  was  his  home 


until  his  death  of  cholera,  in  1850.  He  was  never 
a  politician,  but  took  an  interest  in  the  conduct 
of  public  affairs  and  cast  his  vote  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  The  father  and  mother  were  the 
parents  of  six  children:  Thaddeus  H.,  deceased; 
Lycurgus,  our  subject;  Martha  J.,  wife  of  Isaac 
Martin;  Napoleon  B.;  Permelia  C,  married  to 
Reuben  Cooley;  and  Missouri,  deceased.  The 
mother  after  the  death  of  her  husband  married 
Thomas  Spradling,  and  unto  them  was  born  one 
son,  Albert.  In  1877,  after  surviving  her  first 
husband   twenty-seven  years,  she  too  passed  away. 

Our  subject  was  but  eleven  years  of  age  when 
the  death  of  his  father  obliged  him  to  begin  the 
battle  of  life  for  himself.  The  orphan  boy  worked 
faithfully  on  a  farm  seven  years,  receiving  the 
privilege  of  three  months'  schooling,  a  suit  of 
clothes  and  $15.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  old 
and  managed  with  perseverance  and  self-denial  to 
fit  himself  for  a' teacher,  and  taught  one  year.  He 
next  engaged  in  farming  on  the  home  place,  and 
when  the  Civil  War  broke  out  entered  the  Army. 
It  was  in  1862  that  Mr.  Jeffries  joined  the  Arm3'  of 
the  Cumberland,  having  enlisted  in  Company  H, 
Sixty-eighth  Indiana  Regiment.  He  actively  par- 
ticipated in  many  of  the  principal  engagements 
and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Hoover's  Gap,  Mis- 
sion Ridge  and  Chickamauga,  in  the  latter  fight 
liaving  his  gun  shot  out  of  his  hand.  Our  subject 
was  on  detached  duty  with  the  Chief  Commissary 
of  the  Military  Division  of  Mississippi.  Taken 
prisoner  at  Mumfordsville,  Ky.,  he  was  held  in 
durance  three  months  and  then  paroled.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Jeffries  located  in  Mich- 
gan,  and  in  1867  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Julia,  daughter  of  William  and  Samantha  (Taylor) 
Valentine. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1850  emigrated  with  her 
parents  to  La  Porte  County,  Ind.,  and  tiie  same 
year  removed  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Berrien 
County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jeffries  have  one  son, 
Ernest,  now  married  to  Miss  Daisy  Mayes.  This 
son  received  a  liberal  education  in  the  Buchanan 
School  in  Three  Oaks,  and  is  now  on  the  home 
farm.  Aside  from  his  agricultural  interests,  Mr. 
Jeffries  was  for  several  3^ear8  engaged  in  the  gro- 
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eery  and  drug  business  in  Three  Oaks.  For  two 
summers  he  sold  trees  in  both  Michigan  and  Indi- 
ana. Politically,  our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and 
for  one  term  ably  discharged  the  duties  of  Town- 
ship Trustee  of  Three  Oaks  Township.  At  one 
time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  <fe  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  but  is  not  now  actively  connected 
with  that  fraternal  society.  He  is  a  member  of 
Deacon  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  Carlisle  Hill,  Ind.  He  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  valued  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  generously  aid 
in  its  support  and  the  extension  of  the  good 
cause.  Mr.  Jeffries  is  well  known  throughout  his 
section  of  the  IState  and  is  respected  as  a  citizen  of 
sterling  integrity. 


:«s*«isiei 


IRAM  S.  HELMICK.  Nowhere  within  the 
limits  of  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  can  there 
be  found  a  man  who  takes  greater  interest 
^  in  its  agricultural  affairs  than  Hiram  S. 
Helmick,  or  who  strives  more  continually  to  pro- 
mote and  advance  these  interests.  Every  life  has 
a  history  of  its  own,  and  although  in  appearance 
it  may  possess  little  to  distinguish  it  from  others, 
yet  the  connection  of  Mr.  Helmick  with  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  this  region  Jias  contributed  to 
give  him  a  wide  and  popular  acquaintance  with 
nearly  every  citizen  of  the  county — if  not  person- 
ally, then  by  name. 

Mr.  Helmick  is  a  product  of  Ohio  soil,  born  in 
Warren  County  in  1830,  and  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth  of  eleven  children  born  to  the  marriage 
of  Jesse  and  Elizabeth  (Simmington)  Helmick,  the 
father  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  the  mother  of 
Ohio.  Jesse  Helmick  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade, 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  183^,  when  Michigan 
was  a  Territory.  He  purchased  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  for  which  he  paid  $7  per  acre,  more 
than  most  of  the  land  was  selling  for  at  that  time. 
This  land  was  covered  with  very  heavy  timber, 
Indians  were  numerous  but  friendl3\  and  wild 
game  abounded.  Mr.  Helmick  passed  the  remain- 
der of  his  days  on  this  farm,  his  death   occurring 


in  1881,  when  eighty-two  years  of  age.  His  aged 
wife  survived  him  until  1887,  and  was  eighty-four 
at  that  time.  Both  were  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church. 

Jesse  Helmick  was  a  public-spirited  man,  and 
held  a  number  of  local  offices.  He  filled  the  office 
of  Probate  Judge  for  some  time;  was  Township 
Supervisor,  and  was  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was 
a  great  lover  of  frontier  life,  and  was  born  on  the 
frontier  of  Virginia.  From  there  he  removed  to 
the  frontier  of  Kentucky,  thence  to  the  frontier  of 
Ohio,  and  finally  brought  his  family  to  Michigan, 
when  it  was  still  a  wilderness.  The  children  born 
to  this  worthy  couple  were  as  follows:  John  S.,  a 
resident  of  this  county;  Samuel  and  Mary,  de- 
ceased; H.  S.,  our  subject;  Jacob,  who  resides  in 
Kansas;  Sarah  J.,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of 
D.  Sylvester;  Eli,  of  Buchanan;  Rachel  A.,  de- 
ceased; Burnes,  of  Chicago;  Alice,  wife  of  R.  B. 
Clark,  of  Buchanan;  and  Eliza,  now  Mrs.  Alva 
Green,  of  Iowa. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  educa- 
tion for  the  most  part  in  Berrien  County,  attend- 
ing the  common  schools,  which  were  few  and  far 
between  in  those  days.  At  the  usual  age  of  twen- 
ty-one, he  began  life's  battle  for  himself,  and  first 
engaged  in  farming  on  rented  land,  continuing  on 
the  same  for  two  j-ears.  His  father  then  gave  him 
eighty  acres,  and  to  this  he  added  by  purchase  un- 
til he  owned  an  extensive  tract.  For  fourteen 
years  he  resided  on  this  farm,  and  then  went  to 
Idaho  and  Montana,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years  and  a-half.  For  some  time  previous  to  this, 
he  was  engaged  in  business  in  Berrien  Springs,  but 
after  he  sold  his  farm  he  purchased  three  hundred 
and  eight  acres,  with  only  nine  acres  cleared,  and 
no  buildings.  Mr.  Helmick  still  retains  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  acres,  the  most  of  which  is  in 
wild  meadow  land,  there  being  but  sixty-five  acres 
under  cultivation. 

Mr.  Helmick  selected  his  wife  in  the  person  of 
Miss  Lydia  A.  Scott,  and  their  nuptials  were  cele- 
brated in  the  year  1852.  She  was  a  native  of 
New  York  State,  and  the  daughter  of  Ambrose  and 
Mary  (Denmark)  Scott.  Mrs.  Helmick  was  a 
teacher  by  profession,  and  came  to  Michigan  for 
the  purpose  of  teaching.     She  was  one  of  eleven 
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children  born  to  her  parents,  both  of  whom  are 
now  deceased.  Five  children  have  blessed  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Helmick,  as  follows:  Am- 
brose M.;  Jesse  M.,  deceased;  Alice,  wife  of  James 
Fulton,  of  this  county;  Mary,  wife  of  George  O. 
Bartholomew,  of  this  township;  and  Winnie,  at 
home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Helmick  hold  membership  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  former  has 
held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  some 
time,  and,  in  politics,  has  mostly  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party.  Of  late  years  he  has  been  an 
active  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Prohibition 
party. 


\|?  EVI  SPRINGSTEEN.  Such  as  Michigan  is, 
I  (@,  she  has  been  made  through  the  energetic 
JIL^  efforts  and  patient  perseverance  of  the 
sturdy  race  of  pioneers  who,  during  the  early  half 
of  this  century,  penetrated  its  dense  forests  and 
cleared  the  land  which  forms  the  present  sites  of 
flourishing  cities.  The  family  of  which  our  subject 
is  a  member  has  for  more  than  a  half-century  been 
identified  with  the  development  of  this  section  of 
Michigan  and  the  name  is  one  well  known  through- 
out Cass  County,  especially  in  La  Grange  Town- 
ship, where  our  subject  makes  his  home. 

Henry  Springsteen,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Rockland  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  de- 
scended from  ancestors  who  emigrated  from  Hol- 
land in  an  early  day  and  became  closely  associated 
with  the  progress  of  the  United  States.  Henry 
Springsteen,  who  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  in  his 
youth  was  bound  out  to  an  elder  brother  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  after  completing  his 
term  of  apprenticeship  followed  that  trade  for 
many  years.  In  his  native  county  he  married 
Eleanor  Clark,  and  soon  afterward  removed  to 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  They  became  the  parents 
of  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  three  now  living, 
as  follows:  Eliza,  Catharine  and  our  subject.  When 
our  subject  was  a  mere  infant  the  family  removed 
to  Niagara  County,  where  the  father  purchased 
one  hundred  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land.  He 
cleared  the  place  and  added  to  it  until  his  aggre- 
gate possessions  amounted  to  three  hundred  acres. 


In  1837,  Henry  Springsteen  came  to  Michigan, 
making  the  long  journey  in  wagons  and  occupy- 
ing considerable  time  in  the  removal.  Reaching 
Cass  County  he  rented  land  on  Kinnie's  Prairie, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years.  Later,  he  bought 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  near  Dowagiac,  but 
died  two  years  after  coming  to  this  place,  before 
he  had  effected  the  improvements  which  he  had 
planned.  In  his  religious  belief,  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  served  as 
Class-leader  in  that  religious  organization.  His 
wife  was  also  a  devoted  member  of  that  denomina- 
tion. Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  was  a 
man  of  great  loyalty  to  his  country,  serving  with 
valor  in  the  War  of  1812,  although  he  never  re- 
ceived any  compensation  for  his  services. 

Born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  March  10,  1815, 
our  subject  was  taken  in  his  infancy  to  Niagara 
County,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.     When  about 
twenty-three  years  old  he  married  Miss  Ariminda, 
daughter    of   Thomas   and    Rebecca   Yanderhoof. 
This  lady  died  in  1844,  leaving  one  daughter,  who 
passed    away    when  twenty-one   years   old.     The 
second  marriage  of  Mr.    Springsteen    united  him 
with  Mrs,  May  Hunter,  nee  Stillwell,  an  estimable 
lady,  who  departed  this  life  in  1890.     Beginning 
farming  operations  soon  after   his  first  marriage, 
Mr.  Springsteen  cleared  large  tracts  and  increased 
the  value  of  his  property  by  erecting  suitable  and 
subst,antial  buildings.     He    is  now  the   owner  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  the  most  of  which  is 
improved.     In  his  political  opinions,  he  believes 
that  free  trade  will  subserve  the  best  interests  of 
the  nation,  and  accordingly  casts  his  influence  on 
the  side  of  the  Democratic  party. 


^ 


El^ 


EBASTIAN  SMITH.  The  career  of  this 
gentleman  has  been  marked  by  enter- 
prise, industry  and  the  well-directed  efforts 
that  have  been  rewarded  by  the  accumula- 
tion of  a  considerable  amount  of  land  and  the 
machinery  and  stock  necessary  for  carrying  on  a 
first-class  farm.     The   early   years   of  Mr.    Smith 
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were  spent  in  bis  native  village,  Rodfield,  Kenne- 
bec County,  Me.,  where  he  was  born  May  11, 
1826. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  whose  given 
name  was  Mathias,  was  one  of  the  settlers  of  the 
Plymouth  Colony  of  historical  fame,  and  he 
located  on  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the 
Plymouth  County  tract,  along  the  Kennebec  River. 
There  he  toiled  laboriously  in  making  a  home  for 
himself  and  family,  and  died  in  the  very  prime 
of  life.  To  himself  and  wife  were  born  four 
sons:  Mathias,  John,  Cyril  and  Comfort.  John 
and  Comfort  lived  to  the  great  age  of  ninety 
years.  Grandfather  Smith  was  born  and  reared  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  and  there  he  wooed  and  mar- 
ried his  wife,  who  was  known  in  her  maiden  days 
as  Miss  Stockton.  This  lady  bore  her  husband 
eight  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  reached 
mature  years  with  the  exception  of  one  son.  The 
others  are:  Samuel,  George,  Benjamin,  Oliver, 
Ansel,  James,  John  and  Harriet.  James  died  in 
New  Hampshire,  Oliver  in  New  Brunswick,  Ansel 
in  Massachusetts,  and  John  passed  away  when 
twenty  years  of  age  at  his  home. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Redfield, 
Me.,  January  2,  1792,  and  although  a  mere  lad 
when  the  War  of  1812  broke  out,  he  enlisted  and 
served  the  entire  time,  being  in  the  battle  of  Ft. 
Prebble  and  other  engagements.  During  active 
life,  George  Smith  was  a  merchant,  in  which  occu- 
pation he  was  very  successful,  but  when  old  age 
began  to  show  itself  he  retired  from  business  and 
went  to  live  with  his  son,  our  subject.  He  was  a 
man  of  strong  intellect,  retaining  his  mental 
faculties  to  the  last.  He  learned  the  Greek  alpha- 
bet after  he  was  eighty  years  of  age,  and  was  ex- 
cellent in  mathematics  all  his  life,  having  taught 
in  early  years.  He  served  in  numerous  township 
offices,  and  was  a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  died 
at  the  ripe  age  of  ni net} -one  years,  his  wife 
having  passed  from  this  life  in  1865,  at  the  age  of 
seventy. 

Mr.  Smith's  mother  was  also  a  native  of  Red- 
field,  and  a  daughter  of  Jeremiah  White,  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade.  She  was  the  mother  of  five 
children:  Glorvinia,  Albion,  Sebastian,  Wallace, 
and  George  W.     The  two  last-named  were  soldiers, 


the  former  enlisting  in  the  Second  Wisconsin 
Cavalry  as  Lieutenant.  The  latter  enrolled  his 
name  with  those  who  formed  the  Nineteenth 
Maine  Infantry  as  a  private,  but  was  soon  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  Captain.  He  was  killed  in 
the  memorable  battle  of  Gettysburg,  July  2,  and 
buried  on  the  field.  At  the  time  of  the  dispute 
about  the  boundary  line,  in  1830,  George  had 
charge  of  the  troops,  and  discharged  his  duty 
there  in  a  trustworthy  manner. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon district  schools  of  Maine  and  New  Brunswick, 
and  at  the  age  of  nine  years  he  entered  his  father's 
store,  where  he  remained  for  about  four  years, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  went  with  his  Uncle 
Oliver  to  New  Brunswick.  There  he  spent  two 
years  in  the  town  of  Frederickton,and  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  began  to  receive  a  salary  of  $200  a  }  ear. 
After  the  demise  of  his  uncle,  Sebastian  settled 
up  the  business,  and  in  1854  returned  to  Maine, 
where  he  stayed  a  few  days  with  his  parents,  and 
then  made  his  way  to  Chicago.  At  the  expiration 
of  two  years,  during  which  time  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  a  lumber  company,  he  erected  a  mill  in 
partnership  with  Henry  R.  Holland,  but  in  the 
panic  of  1857  they  lost  everything  they  had. 
Mr.  Smith  and  his  partner  then  purchased  a 
quarter-section  of  land,  which  is  now  the  home  of 
the  former,  and  although  at  the  time  of  purchase 
the  land  was  in  a  very  rude  state,  our  subject  has 
so  skillfully  managed  and  worked  so  industriously 
as  to  convert  it  into  a  first-class  farm.  In  the 
spring  of  1858  Mr.  Smith  began  clearing  this  land, 
upon  which  he  built  a  house  a  year  later.  He 
now  owns  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  the 
home  farm,  which  is  located  on  section  14,  at  the 
east  end  of  Paw  Paw  Lake,  Watervliet  Township, 
Berrien  County.  Besides  the  homestead,  there  are 
farms  elsewhere  aggregating  five  hundred  acres, 
sixty  of  which  arc  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of 
fruit,  and  forty  of  which,  situated  on  the  lake, 
are  used  for  the  purpose  of  renting.  On  these 
forty  acres  are  built  neat  and  attractive  cottages, 
that  nestle  among  the  groves  and  constitute  the 
most  comfortable  homes. 

IMr.  Smith  has  always  been  active  in  political 
affairs,  and  has  cast  his  ballot  both  for  the  Demo- 
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cratic  and  Prohibition  parties.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  of  which  he  was  made  a 
constituent  in  New  Brunswick,  and  is  also  identi- 
fied with  the  Congregational  Church.  The  mar- 
riage of  our  subject  and  Miss  Harriett  M.  Barker 
was  celebrated  July  9,  1850,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  John  and  Rebecca  (Burpe)  Barker. 
Mrs.  Smith  was  born  in  New  Brunswick,  and  after 
her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  five  children, 
three  of  whom  are  still  living:  John  W.,  Carrie  B. 
and  Ella  G.  The  others  died  in  infancy.  John 
Barker  was  a  farmer  and  shoemaker  b^' occupation, 
and  reared  one  son  and  three  daughters. 

The  worthy  wife  of  our  subject  has  been  a  zeal- 
ous worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  is  a  lady  who  is  beloved 
by  all  with  whom  she  forms  acquaintanceship. 
Mr.  Smith  has  long  been  known  as  an  honorable 
and  hard-working  farmer,  who  possesses  good 
qualities  as  a  man  and  is  loyal  and  true  as  a 
citizen. 


R.  T.  G.  RIX,  a  successful  dentist  and  promi- 
nent citizen  of  Cass  County,  Mich.,  has  been 
continuously  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his 
profession  in  Dowagiac  for  over  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  but,  a  native  of  New  England,  was  born 
in  Danville,  Vt.,  July  28,  1834.  The  birthplace 
of  his  father,  Guy  C.  Rix,  was  Littleton,  N.  H.,  in 
which  part  of  the  Old  Granite  State  the  paternal 
grandfather,  Nathaniel  Rix,  was  numbered  among 
the  very  earliest  settlers  and,  owning  four  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  land,  was  esteemed  a  man  of 
substance.  Energetic  and  intelligent.  Grandfather 
Rix  was  one  of  the  representative  agriculturists  of 
New  Hampshire  and  took  an  active  and  leading 
part  in  public  affairs,  serving  with  great  accepta- 
bility to  his  constituents  for  twenty-eight  years  as 
one  of  the  able  legislators  of  the  State.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  descended  from  noble 
and  patriotic  ancestry,  Gen.  Gates,  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame,  being  one  of  her  forefathers. 

Dr.  Rix  received  instructions  in  the  schools  of 


St.  Johnsbury  and  Littleton,  and  completed  a 
course  of  study  in  the  Yates  Academy  in  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.  In  1851,  our  subject,  then  only 
about  seventeen  years  of  age,  made  his  home  in 
Michigan.  Having  decided  to  adopt  a  profession, 
he  began  the  study  of  dentistry  at  Manchester,  and 
later  continued  the  same  in  Buffalo,  finally  taking  a 
course  in  the  American  College  of  Dental  Surgery, 
from  which  well-known  institution  he  graduated 
with  an  honorary  degree.  Dr.  Rix  was  for  five 
years  Professor  of  Clinical  Dentistry  in  his  Alma 
Mater  and  also  occupied  the  chairs  of  Metallurgy 
and  Prosthetic  Denistry.  Our  subject  was  among 
the  earliest  to  enlist  in  the  service  of  the  Union, 
and  was  Lieutenant  of  Company  D,  First  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  which  participated  in  the  first  fight 
of  Bull  Run.  In  1864  Dr.  Rix  located  perma- 
nently in  Dowagiac,  and  entered  into  a  profitable 
and  extensive  practice  as  a  dentist.  The  marriage 
of  our  subject  and  Miss  Harriet  Page,  daughter  of 
James  Page,  of  New  York  State,  was  celebrated  in 
the  year  1858. 

Three  children  have  blessed  the  pleasant  home  of 
Dr.  Rix  and  his  estimable  wife.  Dr.  John  Rix  is  a 
prosperous  dental  surgeon  at  Thorp,  Wis.  Ada- 
laide  F.,  now  Mrs.  Frank  F.  Fish,  of  Chicago,  is 
also  a  graduate  of  the  American  College  of  Den- 
tal Surgery,  and  took  her  degree  in  the  year 
1892;  and  Gertrude  is  at  home.  In  the  spring 
of  1892  our  subject  was  in  charge  of  the  Amer- 
ican College  of  Dental  Surgery  as  Superinten- 
dent of  the  College  and  Clinics,  where  there  were 
at  the  time  one  hundred  and  sixty  students 
and  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred 
patients  per  day.  He  was  forced  on  account  of 
ill-health  to  resign  his  arduous  position  and  recu- 
perate. Dr.  Rix  is  a  liberal  and  progressive  citi- 
zen, deeply  interested  in  local  and  National  affairs, 
and  has  several  times  been  the  nominee  of  his 
party  for  positions  of  trust.  He  has  for  two  terms 
discharged  eflficiently  the  duties  of  Village  Trustee, 
and  is  now  President  of  the  Dowagiac  Union 
Fair  Association,  one  of  the  important  enterprises 
located  at  Dowagiac,  Cass  County.  He  is  also  Pres- 
ident of  the  Mutual  City  and  Village  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company  of  the  counties  of  Berrien,  Cass  and 
Van  Buren.     Fraternally,  our  subject  is  a  valued 
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member  of  the  Ancient  Free  cfe  Accepted  Masons, 
and  affiliates  with  Lodge  No.  114;  Keystone 
Chapter  No.  36,  of  Dowagiac;  American  Legion 
of  Honor,  Knights  of  Honor,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  B.  P.  O.  E.,  the  last  order  at  Battle  Creek, 
Mich. 


-m- 
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e  EUGENE  LYLE,  Vice-President  of  the 
Dowagiac  Drill  Company,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing enterprises  of  Cass  County,  and  also  a 
Director  of  the  City  Bank,  engaged  profitably  in 
the  dry-goods  business  for  himself  when  onl}^  sev- 
enteen years  of  age,  and  still  continues  to  devote 
a  large  portion  of  his  valuable  time  to  mercan- 
tile pursuits.  Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Dowagiac, 
and  was  born  in  this  thriving  city  January  9, 
1855.  He  was  the  son  of  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  the  town,  D.  Lyle,  well  known  in  Cass 
County,  and  highly  esteemed  as  an  early  settler 
and  representative  business  man  of  Dowagiac. 
The  home  of  the  father  and  mother  was  blessed 
by  the  presence  of  two  sons,  C.  Eugene  and 
Frank  W.  Lyle,  Cashier  of  the  City  Bank.  Mr. 
Lyle  throughout  his  childhood  and  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  regularly  attended  the  excellent  schools 
of  his  native  town,  and  received  a  practical  educa- 
tion which  well  fitted  him  to  discharge  the  various 
and  complex  duties  which  have  since  devolved 
upon  him. 

Entering  upon  the  responsibilities  of  business 
life  four  years  prior  to  attaining  his  majority,  our 
subject  has  for  over  a  score  of  years  given  his 
close  and  unwearied  attention  to  the  details  which 
insure  the  successful  handling  of  dry-goods,  and 
has  built  up  a  trade  covering  a  large  territory  and 
second  to  none  in  this  section  of  the  country.  In 
company  with  his  brother  he  also  engaged  in  man- 
ufacturing drills,  the  enterprise  from  the  first  re- 
ceiving unusual  encouragement  and  immense  cus- 
tom. The  extensive  factory  now  regularly  em- 
ploys from  two  hundred  to  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  men,  its  products  comparing  most 
favorably  with  the  old  establishments  of  this 
country  and  Europe.     Financially  prospered,  Mr. 


Lyle  is  active  in  all  matters  of  public  interest, 
and  is  a  large  stockliolder  in  the  City  Bank,  of 
which  he  has  for  some  time  been  one  of  the  valued 
Directors.  In  this  official  position,  as  in  his  entire 
business  career,  he  is  especially  distinguished  for 
his  executive  ability  and  clear  judgment. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  September,  1878,  his 
wife  being  Miss  Ida  A.  Holmes,  a  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Mary  Holmes,  of  Dowagiac,  the  father 
and  mother  being  long-time  residents  of  this 
city,  having  emigrated  to  Michigan  from  the  State 
of  New  York,  their  early  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lyle  have  one  child.  Miss  Clara  H.  Lyle,  to  whom 
life  promises  a  bright  and  happy  future.  Mr. 
Lyle  is  in  no  sense  of  the  word  a  politician,  but  is 
well  posted  on  local  and  National  issues.  In  both 
social  and  business  circles  he  has  a  large  acquaint- 
ance, and,  passing  his  entire  life  among  the  asso- 
ciations of  youth,  enjoys  the  confidence  of  a  host 
of  life-time  friends. 


JAMES  H.  GRAHAM.  A  pioneer  of  Mason 
Township  and  a  gentleman  who  has  had 
more  to  do  with  the  public  affairs  of  the 
^jj^^^^  same  than  any  other  man  in  the  township, 
is  James  H.  Graham,  who  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  November  18,  1832.  He  was  sixth 
in  order  of  birth  of  nine  children  born  to  J.  R.  and 
Mary  A.  (Kidd)  Graham.  J.  R.  Graham  was  born 
in  Belfast,  Ireland,  January  28,  1796,  and  was  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent.  He  was  a  weaver  b3^  trade, 
as  was  his  father  before  him,  and  the  youngest  of 
a  large  family  of  children.  When  a  young  man 
he  crossed  the  ocean  to  America,  landing  in  Can- 
ada, but  went  from  there  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  as  a  weaver  for  some  time, 
and  then  went  to  Wilmington,  Del.  At  the  latter 
place  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Mary 
A.  Kidd,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia  and  who 
was  of  genuine  Highland  Scotch  ancestry.  Her 
father  was  a  wealthy  and  prominent  powder  man- 
ufacturer. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham's  nuptials  were  celebrated 
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March  9,  1822,  and  he  continued  to  follow  his 
trade  in  Wilmington  and  Philadelphia  for  many 
years,  being  a  resident  of  the  latter  place  when 
La  Fa}  ette  made  a  visit  there.  Later  he  went  to 
Wayne  County,  Ohio,  and  continued  in  the  manu- 
facture of  linen  and  woolen  goods  until  the  win- 
ter of  1846,  when  he  came  to  Michigan.  He  located 
in  Mottville,  and  two  years  later  came  to  Cass 
County,  locating  on  land  in  Mason  Township 
whereour  subject  now  lives.  He  came  here  with  a 
moderate  fortune  made  in  his  business  as  a  weaver, 
and  died  here  four  years  later,  in  January,  1852. 
He  was  a  Whig  in  his  political  views  and  a  strong 
Protectionist.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Ten  years  after  his  death  and  on 
the  same  farm  occurred  the  death  of  the  wife  and 
mother.  This  was  on  October  22,  1862,  and  she 
was  sixty-two  years  of  age,  her  birth  having  oc- 
curred in   1800. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  were 
named  as  follows:  John,  born  January  21,  1823, 
died  in  infancy;  Mary  Ann,  born  September  24, 
1824,  married  Marshal  Moon,  who  is  farming  in 
this  State;  Eleanor,  born  August  14,  1826,  married 
George  W.  San  ford,  a  steamboat  engineer  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  where  she  died  May  15,  1854;  Marga- 
ret, born  September  13,  1828,  married  Jonas  Mill- 
er, a  farmer,  and  now  resides  at  Hicksville,  Ohio; 
Victorine,  born  November  13,  1830,  died  Septem- 
ber 14,  1846;  Eveline,  born  January  8,  1835,  mar- 
ried Alonzo  Fields,  who  is  now  deceased,  and  she 
is  living  in  Porter  Township,  this  county;  Jane 
born  April  7,  1837,  died  August  28,  of  the  same 
year;  and  Isah,  born  July  19,  1838,  died  Septem- 
ber 17,  1847. 

A  limited  education  was  received  by  James  H. 
Graham,  for  when  but  a  small  child  he  went  into 
the  woolen-mill  with  his  father.  Later,  or  when 
thirteen  years  of  age,  he  took  charge  of  a  carding- 
*  machine,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  came 
with  his  parents  to  Michigan.  When  twent}'^  years 
old  he  was  left  fatherless  and  he  continued  on  the 
home  place,  clearing  it  of  the  heavy  timber  with 
which  it  was  covered.  With  his  own  hands  he 
cleared  one  hundred  acres  and  after  the  death  of 
his  mother  the  land  came  into  his  possession.  Since 
1843  it  has  been  his  home,     Unlike  his  father,  our 


subject  became  converted  to  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party  long  before  he  was  old  enough 
to  vote,  and  his  arguments  with  his  father  on  this 
subject  while  he  was  yet  a  boy,  especially  on  the 
subject  of  free  trade  and  protection,  showed  him 
to  be  well  posted  for  his  3'ears.  When  he  would 
come  out  ahead  in  his  arguments  his  father  would 
say:  *^Well,  you're  nothing  but  a  boy  and  can  do 
no  harm;  you  will  know  more  when  you  get  to  be 
a  man.''  This  was  probably  true,  but  Mr.  Graham 
is  still  the  same  free-trade  Democrat,  pure  and 
simple,  with  no  side  issue.  His  motto  has  ever 
been,  '*Sink  or  swim,  live  or  die,  it  shall  be  on 
the  old  ship  Democracy." 

Mr.  Graham  has  always  been  a  prominent  factor 
in  the  politics  of  his  locality  and  the  first  office  he 
ever  held  was  that  of  Constable.  This  was  the 
first  election  held  after  he  became  of  age,  and  was 
in  1853.  He  held  the  position  for  four  years,  and 
in  1854  was  elected  one  of  the  County  Commis- 
sioners, serving  in  that  capacity  until  the  spring 
of  1857.  At  that  date  he  was  elected  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  has  discharged  the  duties  incumbent 
upon  this  position  continuously  ever  since.  In 
the  spring  of  1865  he  became  Township  Supervisor 
and  that  office  has  been  in  his  keeping  altogether 
twenty -one  3^ears.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  for  five  years  and  retired  from  the 
office  in  the  spring  of  1893.  In  1886  he  repre- 
sented his  county  before  the  State  Board  of  Equal- 
ization and  obtained  concessions  favorable  to  the 
county.  Since  1855  he  has  been  a  prominent 
JMason  and  is  now  a  member  of  a  lodge  at  Con- 
stantine. 

December  7,  1854,  he  wedded  Miss  Adelade  Ar- 
nold, a  native  of  Mason  Township,  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  born  August  20,  1837,  and  the  daughter  of 
George  Arnold,  who  was  born  in  the  old  Bay  State 
December  2,  1812.  Her  grandfather,  Elijah  Ar- 
nold, was  born  either  in  Massachusets  or  Connecti- 
cut, and  his  father,  an  Englishman,  served  in  the 
War  for  Independence  and  lived  to  be  ninety-two 
years  of  age.  George  Arnold  was  a  hatter  early 
in  life  but  later  a  carpenter  and  builder.  When 
sixteen  years  of  age  he  came  West  to  the  Buck- 
eye State,  and  in  1835  made  his  way  to  Michigan, 
locating  land  on  section  12,  Mason  Township,  Cass 
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County.  He  married  Miss  Harriet  Barber,  who  was 
born  at  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  in  1814.  Of  her  family 
but  little  can  be  learned.  Mr.  Arnold  served  as 
Township  Supervisor  of  Mason  Township  at  an 
early  day  and  died  on  the  land  where  he  first  set- 
tled and  where  Mrs.  Graham  was  born,  in  1867. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham  are  the  parents  of  three 
children.  The  eldest,  Hattie  T.,  was  educated  at 
Hillsdale  and  at  the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsi- 
lanti.  For  many  years  she  was  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  but  is  now,  and  has  been  for  ^^cars, 
one  of  the  members  of  the  school  examining  board 
of  Cass  County  and  is  considered  one  of  the  most 
able  members  of  the  same.  Rena  G.  was  edu- 
cated at  Hillsdale  and  Ypsilanti  and  is  now  a  sten- 
ographer and  typewriter  in  Chicago.  Their  other 
child,  and  only  son,Herbert  A.,  married  Miss  Lucy 
Hitchcox,  of  Union,  this  county,  and  for  years  has 
been  a  salesman  in  Chicago.  At  present  (1893), 
he  is  connected  with  the  World's  Fair  manage- 
ment. He  is  the  father  of  three  childien:  Donald 
H.,  Marguerite  and  Una  Arline. 


f]  SAAC  MARTIN,  an  energetic  citizen,  a  stone- 
I  mason  by  trade,  and  an  excellent  workman, 
/ii  having  for  many  years  devoted  himself  to  that 
occupation,  has  of  late  given  his  attention  to  the 
tilling  of  the  soil,  and  resides  upon  a  valuable  farm 
of  one  hundred  acres,  located  about  two  and  a- 
half  miles  south  of  Three  Oaks,  Berrien  County, 
Mich.  Our  subject,  born  January  30,  1825,  is  a 
native  of  New  Jersey.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Isaac  W.  Martin,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and 
was  born  June  14,  1771.  Reared  in  his  birthplace, 
the  grandfather  attained  to  manhood  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Alice  Adams,  and  with  his  wife  removed 
to  Oxford,  Ohio,  some  yesLVS  later,  settling  in  the 
Buckeye  State  in  1838.  He  died  in  Ohio  the  fol- 
lowing year,  October  3,  1839.  By  trade  a  shoe- 
maker, Isaac  Martin  did  not  amass  a  competence, 
but,  a  thoroughly  honest  and  sincere  man,  be  en- 
joyed the  confidence  of  many  friends.  His  good 
wife,  wliQ  was  ^Iso  ^  native  of  N?w  Jer^^ey,  sqr- 


vived  his  death  many  years  and  passed  to  her  rest 
in  Berrien  County,  October  8,  1871,  aged  ninety- 
one  years.  This  venerable  lady  was  a  daughter  of 
Matthew  Adams,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
the  Revolution.  Early  in  life  Grandmother  and 
Grandfather  Martin  were  both  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  but  later  the  grandfather 
joined  the  Baptist  Church  and  his  excellent  wife 
became  a  Methodist. 

Isaac  and  Alice  (Adams)  Martin  were  the  par- 
ents of  eleven  children,  eight  sons  and  three 
daughters:  Abraham,  Matthew,  Isaac  W.,  Phcebe, 
Mary,  Paul  A.,  Sophia,  William,  Jacob,  Sherwood 
and  John.  Abraham,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  the  eldest  son  and  combined  the  occupations 
of  a  farmer  and  a  shoemaker.  He  was  born  in  the 
old  New  Jersey  home  October  24,  1800.  At- 
taining to  manhood,  he  married  Miss  Lydia  Cum- 
back,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  born  in  1802,  the 
daughter  of  Peter  Cumback,  and  an  aunt  of  the 
celebrated  lecturer.  Will  Cumback,  of  Indiana. 
After  many  years  of  usefulness  the  father  died  on 
the  farm  adjoining  where  our  subject  now  resides, 
November  4,  1860.  He  had  emigrated  from  the 
East  to  Indiana  in  a  very  early  day,  and  from  Ind- 
iana journeying  to  Michigan,  settled  in  Berrien 
County  in  1847.  The  mother  survived  until  Oc- 
tober 20,  1862.  Unto  the  parents  were  born  ten 
children,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Isaac,  the 
eldest,  IS  our  subject;  Elsie  is  the  wife  of  John 
Smith  and  resides  in  Oregon;  John  S.  is  the  third; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Calita  Preston;  Martha  is  the 
widow  of  David  Pen  well;  and  Eliza  is  the  young- 
est. 

Until  thirteen  years  of  age  our  subject  remained 
in  his  early  home,  but  at  that  period  of  his  life 
his  parents  removed  from  New  Jerse}'  to  Franklin 
County,  Ind.,  where  lie  received  the  most  of  his 
education.  He  was  trained  up  to  industrious 
habits,  and  decided  to  learn  a  trade,  finally  choos- 
ing that  of  a  stone-mason.  At  twenty-one  years 
of  age  he  began  the  struggle  of  daily  labor  upon 
his  own  account,  and  has  followed  his  trade  most 
of  the  time  since.  In  1845  Mr.  Martin  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy  Gavin,  who  was  born 
in  Indiana  and  departed  this  life  in  1854.  The 
ttuiou    was    blessed   by   the  birth  of    two    sjons, 
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James  and  John.  Our  subject  entered  into  a  sec- 
ond marriage  April  29,  1860,  and  was  then  wed- 
ded to  Miss  Martha  Jane  Jeffries,  of  Indiana, 
who  has  had  four  children:  Nellie  (deceased)? 
Edith,  Clarence  and  Clifford.  Our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  valued  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  were  the  parents 
of  Mr.  Martin.  Politically,  our  subject  is  a  strong 
Democrat  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Lewis  Cass. 
He  takes  an  active  interest  in  local  and  national 
issues  and  has  held  with  efficiency  the  office  of 
Highway  Commissioner.  During  forty-six  years 
of  intimate  association  with  the  community  where 
he  now  resides.  Mr.  Martin  has  been  an  important 
factor  in  the  growth  of  local  enterprise  and  im- 
provements, and  fully  possesses  the  esteem  of  a 
wide  circle  of  old  friends  and  fellow-townsmen. 


=^ 


y  [  AMES  8.  O'DELL.  The  agricultural  part  of 
I  the  community  is  its  bone  and  sinew,  from 
^^  which  comes  the  strength  and  vigor  neces- 
(^^^  sary  to  carry  on  the  affairs  of  manufacture, 
commerce  and  the  State.  When  the  farming  peo- 
ple are  composed  of  men  and  women  of  courage, 
enterprise,  intelligence  and  integrity,  prosperity 
will  attend  all  dei)artments  of  activity,  and  this 
is  pre-eminently  the  casein  Cass  County. 

The  prominent  farmer  of  whom  we  now  write 
has  ever  been  a  resident  of  Porter  Township,  and 
was  the  first  male  white  child  born  in  this  town- 
ship, his  birth  occurring  January  10,  1830.  His 
father,  Nathan  G.  O'Dell,  was  a  native  Virginian, 
born  October  1,  1803,  and  the  grandfather,  also 
Nathan  G.  O^Dell,  was  born  in  the  same  State  No- 
vember 4,  1772.  The  progenitors  of  this  family 
came  originally  from  England,  but  for  many  gen- 
erations the  ancestors  resided  in  the  grand  old 
State  of  Virginia.  Although  they  lived  in  a  slave 
State,  not  a  member  of  this  family  ever  owned 
slaves,  and,  so  far  as  known,  all  were  opposed  to 
slavery, 

Nathan  G.  0*Dell,  Sr.,  married  Miss  Rebecca 
Kite,  a  nf^tiye  aiao  of  Virginia,  born  July  3,  1780, 


and  they  had  nine  children.  Thomas,  the  eldest, 
was  born  January  22,  1796,  and  was  for  more  than 
forty  years  a  Methodist  preacher.  He  went  to 
Iowa,  and  there  died  in  1861.  James,  born  Sep- 
tember 13,  1798,  married  Miss  Nancy  Carr,  and 
came  to  Michigan  at  a  very  early  day.  He  died 
in  St.  Joseph  County  September  24,  1835.  John, 
born  March  24,  1801,  died  in  Ohio  August  19, 
1826.  Nathan  G.  was  next  younger;  Elizabeth, 
born  on  the  21st  of  May,  1806,  was  married 
in  Ohio  on  the  19th  of  May,  1835.  P^nos  P., 
born  August  7,  1808,  went  to  Illinois,  where  he 
followed  farming  until  his  death,  February  22, 
1852.  Lorenzo  D.,  born  October  29,  1810,  was  a 
member  of  the  Ohio  Congress,  and  died  in  that 
State  about  1883.  Rebecca,  born  May  17,1812, 
married  Thomas  Burns,  and  they  came  to  Michi- 
gan, where  she  died  in  September,  1846;  and 
Silas  P.,  born  September  15,  1817,  died  when  but 
two  years  of  age. 

The  father  of  the  above-mentioned  children  was 
a  miller  by  trade,  and  owned  a  mill  in  Virginia. 
In  connection  with  milling  he  also  carried  on 
farming.  Pearly  in  1800  he  went  with  his  family 
to  Ohio,  settled  in  Wayne  County,  and  there  took 
land.  He  also  owned  and  operated  a  gristmill. 
In  1828  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  the 
eastern  part  of  what  is  now  Porter  Township, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  October,  1835.  His 
wife  followed  him  to  the  grave  two  months  later. 
His  son,  Nathan  G.,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
married  in  Ohio  in  1828  to  Miss  Sarah  Drake, and 
directly  after  marriage  left  the  Buckeye  State  with 
several  other  families  and  came  to  Cass  County, 
Mich.  Mr.  O'Dell  settled  in  what  is  now  Porter 
Township,  and  there  he  and  his  father  took  up 
Government  land.  To  his  marriage  were  born 
five  children. 

Of  these  children  James  S.  was  the  eldest.  Thomas, 
the  next  in  order  of  birth,  was  born  January  30, 
1831,  and  married  Miss  Luvina  Travers.  He  was 
a  farmer  by  occuijation  and  a  leading  man  in  local 
politics.  P'or  a  year  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
for  eight  years  Supervisor,  and  a  member  of  the 
Michigan  State  Legislature.  He  died  January  30, 
1892,  leaving  a  family  of  six  children.  The  third 
iw  ord^r  of  birth  of  M\\  O^Dell's  childreu  w^ 
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David,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  27th  of  March, 
1833.  He  went  to  Iowa,  and  subsequently  enlisted 
in  the  Civil  War.  After  being  discharged  he  re- 
turned to  that  State  and  there  died  soon  after. 
Marguerite,  born  November  9,  1834,  married  Henry 
J.  Brown,  who  died  in  1884.  She  is  still  living 
and  makes  her  home  in  Porter  Township;  John, 
born  October  30,  1836,  married  Miss  Jane  Smith, 
and  is  now  farming  in  Porter  Township. 

The  mother  of  the  above-mentioned  children 
died  in  October,  1836,  soon  after  the  last-named 
child  was  born.  Her  husband's  second  marriage 
was  to  Miss  Eliza  Shivel,  who  bore  him  two  chil- 
dren. Sarah,  whose  birth  occurred  December  25, 
1842,  married  John  Draper,  and  died  while  he  was 
in  the  army;  and  Eben,  born  December  27,  1843, 
went  into  the  army  when  but  sixteen  years  of  age 
and  remained  in  the  service  until  the  cessation  of 
liostilities.  He  married  Miss  Nettie  Motley,  and 
they  have  three  living  children. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  but  thirteen 
years  of  age  when  his  father  died,  and  as  he  started 
out  soon  after  to  make  his  own  way  in  life,  his 
education  was  necessarily  very  limited.  Being 
industrious  and  economical,  he  bought  the  land 
where  he  now  lives  in  the  fall  of  1856,  and  one 
year  later  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Travers,  a 
daughter  of  Robert  Travers,  who  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Cass  County,  Mich.  She  was  born 
March  27,  1858,  and  died  leaving  a  little  girl  baby 
but  ten  days  old.  This  child,  wlio  was  named 
Sarah  Jane,  was  born  March  17,  1858,  and  died 
July  13,  1869.  February  27,  1859,  Mr.  O'Dell 
married  his  present  wife,  Caroline  Louppee,  who 
was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  November  8, 
1837,  and  who  was  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Wilmina  (Stiner)  Louppee,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Germany.  They  came  to  this  country 
shortly  after  their  marriage,  settled  in  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  and  in  the  spring  of  1843  moved 
to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  where  the  father  died  the 
following  August.  Her  mother  was  three  times 
married,  the  last  time  to  Jacob  Rinehart.  She 
died  in  1876. 

Mrs.  O'Dell  had  six  brothers  and  one  sister. 
George,  her  eldest  brother,  went  to  Iowa,  married 
and  has  a  family  of  children.     Lewis  also  went  to 


that  State,  but  later  entered  the  army.  After  the 
war  he  settled  in  Kansas.  He  is  a  blacksmith  by 
trade.  Fredrick  went  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  now 
lives  and  where  he  follows  the  trade  of  black- 
smith. He  is  married,  but  has  no  children.  Will- 
iam is  a  baker  at  Constantine,  Mich.,  and  is  mar- 
ried and  has  children.  John  is  a  prominent  far- 
mer of  Porter  Township,  is  married  and  has  a 
family  of  children.  Sarah  married  Seth  Talbert, 
a  farmer,  and  they  live  in  Porter  Township.  They 
have  a  family  of  children.  Oscar,  a  merchant  and 
Postmaster  at  Union,  is  married  and  has  children. 
The  half-sister  of  Mrs.  O'Dell,  Eveline,  married 
Martin  Stanard  and  went  with  him  to  Nebraska. 
She  is  residing  there  now,  but  is  a  widow.  Mrs. 
O'DelTs  half-brother,  Henry  Wright,  is  a  farmer 
of  Porter  Township. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Dell  have  been  born  four 
children.  Nathan,  born  April  23,  1860,  married 
Addie  Hutchings,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Vida  and  Ruble.  He  is  a  merchant  at  Jones,  Cass 
County,  Mich.  Carrie  M.,  born  Ma}^  18,  1865,  mar- 
ried Fred  Sheldon  and  has  two  childern,  Clarence 
and  Nida.  Ida,  born  December  11,  1870,  resides 
at  home;  and  Ross,  born  February  24,  1875,  is 
also  at  home.  Mr.  O'Dell  has  been  a  life-long 
Democrat,  but  has  never  aspired  to  office  of  any 
kind.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  is  public-spirited  and  enterprising. 
He  has  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county,  all 
the  result  of  his  own  exertions.  He  has  done 
much  to  develop  the  country  and  bring  it  from 
its  primitive  condition  to  its  present  wonderful 
state  of  development. 


YnJ^  H.  MORLEY,  a  prosperous  miller  of  New 
T!^  Troy  and  a  life-long  resident  of  Berrien 
/il  County,  Mich.,  was  born  in  Weesaw  Town- 
ship, Berrien  County,  June  28,  1853.  His  par- 
ents, Ambrose  A.  and  Cordelia  (Carroll)  Morley, 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  this  part  of 
Berrien  County  and  were  intimately  associated 
with  the  progressive  interests  of  the  township  from 
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its  earliest  infancy.  The  father,  yet  surviving 
and  residing  with  our  subject,  was  throughout  his 
long  years  of  active  usefulness  an  energetic  and 
enterprising  man  of  superior  business  ability  and 
excellent  judgment.  He  was  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State  and,  there  reared,  educated  and  mar- 
ried, became  ambitious  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
West,  toward  which  the  tide  of  emigration  was 
steadily  tending.  In  1852,  with  his  wife  and 
family,  he  journeyed  to  Michigan,  and,  a  miller  by 
occupation,  erected  at  various  times  three  sawmills, 
two  of  which  were  propelled  by  steam,  and  one  by 
water  power.  His  presence  was  a  welcome  one  in 
the  new  country,  where  mills  were  at  first  scarce, 
and  aside  from  his  business  he  participated  with 
interest  in  all  the  progressive  movements  of  the 
township  and  was  ever  a  ready  aid  in  all  matters 
of  mutual  welfare. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  passed  away, 
deeply  mourned,  March  6,  1875,  was  a  woman  of 
sterling  character  and,  devoting  herself  to  the  in- 
terests of  her  family,  reared  with  tender  care  four 
sons  and  one  daughter,  all  surviving.  She  was  a 
devout  Christian  woman  and  a  valued  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  William  Morley,  a  direct  descendant 
of  English  ancestry,  was,  as  was  also  his  good 
wife,  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
the  Morleys,  father  and  grandfather,  being  liberal 
and  active  in  the  extension  of  religious  work  and 
influence.  The  Hve  children  who  gathered  about 
the  fireside  of  their  parents'  home  are:  Albert,  a 
skilled  machinist,  employed  in  Chicago;  F.  H.,  our 
subject;  Thomas,  a  resident  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  a 
cutter  by  trade  and  engaged  in  a  tailor's  shop; 
Alliston,  associated  with  his  brother  in  operating  a 
gristmill;  and  Frank,  the  wife  of  Frank  D.  Noggle. 
Mr.  Morley,  reared  in  Weesaw  Township,  attended 
the  district  school  of  his  birthplace  and  early  in 
life  assisted  his  father, learning  from  him  the  trade 
of  a  miller.  When  twenty-two  years  of  age  he  be- 
gan life  for  himself,  engaging  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness and  running  a  gristmill  in  New  Troy,  and 
since,  continuing  in  this  line  of  work,  has  industri- 
ously accumulated  a  handsome  property. 

The    gristmill    operated     by    our    subject    was 
erected  by  his  father  in  1868  and  was  then  a  burr- 
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mill,  but,  remodeled  in  1891,  became  a  roller-mill, 
having  a  capacity  of  forty  barrels  per  day.  Beside 
its  regular  custom  work  the  mill  furnishes  a  large 
product  of  a  superior  grade,  and  has  acquired  an 
enviable  reputation  for  the  quality  of  its  goods. 
Seventy  acres  of  valuable  land  surrounding  the 
mill  are  owned  by  Mr.  Morley,  who  has  brought 
this  farm  up  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  im- 
proved the  homestead  with  excellent  and  substan- 
tial buildings.  In  1876  F.  H.  Morley  and  Miss 
Emily  S.  Smith  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs. 
Morley,  a  daughter  of  Peter  Smith,  is  a  native  of 
Indiana.  Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  sons,  Lin  wood  C. 
and  Floyd  H.,  bright  and  intelligent  lads.  Mr. 
Morley  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  S.  J. 
Tilden  and  remains  a  strong  Democrat.  He  has 
with  able  fidelity  discharged  the  duties  of  Town- 
ship Clerk  for  many  years  and,  widely  known  and 
universally  esteemed,  is  an  important  factor  in  the 
social,  business  and  public  life  of  his  home  local- 
ity. 


OT  BONINE.  Among  the  well-known  res- 
idents of  Penn  Township  there  is  not  one 
more  warmly  beloved  or  more  truly  hon- 
ored by  his  neighbors  than  he  whose  name  has 
just  been  given,  and  whose  success  in  life  has  been 
due  almost  wholly  to  his  industry  and  persever- 
ance. His  long  life  of  usefulness  and  his  record 
for  integrity  and  true-hearted  faithfulness  in  all 
the  relations  of  life  have  given  him  a  hold  upon 
the  community  which  all  might  well  desire  to 
share. 

Isaac  Bonine,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Tennessee,  in  which  State  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Sarah  Talbert,  also  a  Tennesseean.  They 
emigrated  to  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  shortly  after 
their  marriage,  and  were  among  the  first  settlers 
there.  Mr.  Bonine  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer,  but  in  connection  was  interested  in  a  grist, 
saw  and  oil  mill.  About  1843  he  and  his  wife 
emigrated  to  Ca^s  County,  Mich.,  and  there  passed 
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the  closing  scenes  of  their  lives.  Both  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Friends'  Church  and  active  workers 
in  the  same. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  Ind.,  July  18,  1825,  and  was  the  sixth 
in  order  of  birth  of  eleven  children,  eight  sons 
and  three  daughters.  He  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  native  township,  and  when 
about  eighteen  years  of  age  came  with  his  parents- 
to  Cass  County,  Mich.  He  was  first  married  in 
Punn  Township  April  9,  1846,  to  Miss  Susan  Don- 
nell,  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  who  died 
April  4,  1862.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  chil- 
dren: Jonathan  D.;  John  N.;  Emma  p]stella,  de- 
ceased; James  M.;  Sarah  L.,  wife  of  Charles  F. 
Wright;  and  Rose  E.,  wife  of  Claude  L.  Pem- 
berton. 

On  the  30th  of  December,  1870,  Mr.  Bonine 
was  married  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  to  Miss 
Amanda  J.  Price,  who  was  born  in  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  in  1842,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Rosalind  (Emoiy)  Price.  The  father 
was  born  near  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  the  mother  is 
a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York.  In  1842  they 
removed  to  Iowa,  where  they  now  reside.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom 
died  in  infancy,  and  Mrs.  Bonine  was  the  third 
in  order  of  birth.  She  was  educated  in  Marion 
County,  Iowa,  but  came  to  Cass  County,  Mich., 
with  the  Lamb  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bonine's 
marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children:  I^ffie, 
who  was  born  January  17,  1872,  and  died  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1879;  and  Arley  I.,  born  October  17, 
1883. 

Mr.  Bonine  began  for  himself  when  about 
twenty  years  of  age,  and,  as  he  had  been  reared 
to  farming,  it  seemed  but  natural  that  he  should 
select  that  as  his  chosen  calling.  When  twenty- 
four  years  of  age  his  father  gave  him  a  piece  of 
land,  and  in  a  few  years  he  had  traded  it  for 
eighty  acres  of  the  land  he  now  owns.  During 
his  youthful  days  he  spent  considerable  time  trap- 
ping and  hunting,  and  in  the  winter  season  often 
made  as  high  as  $600.  Stricken  at  last  with  the 
"gold  fever,"  he  went  to  California  in  1851,  and 
worked  on  the  Yuba  River  for  $10  a  day  for 
some  time.     Later  he  discovered  a  gold  mine,  and 


worked  that  until  the  cholera  broke  out  in  camp, 
when  he  left  the  State  and  returned  home.  He 
took  passage  on  a  sailing-vessel  and  was  on  the 
water  sixty -six  days,  thirty  days  of  that  time 
being  out  of  sight  of  land.  He  reached  home  in 
1852,  and  has  since  resided  in  Cass  County.  Mr. 
Bonine  has  killed  a  great  many  animals  in  his 
day,  and  got  his  start  in  life  by  selling  furs.  His 
farm  was  all  a  wilderness  when  he  became  its 
owner,  but  he  has  now  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  fine  tillable  land,  located  five  miles  east  of 
the  county  seat,  and  is  one  of  the  representative 
men  and  farmers  of  the  township.  His  first  Presi- 
dential vote  was  oast  for  President  Taylor. 


•Ui^W^ 


[jU^ENRY  C.  HARMON,  a  prominent  citizen, 
1^  is  the  efficient  Justice  of  the  Peace,  now 
serving  an  extended  term  of  judicial  office 
^  in  the  city  of  Cassopolis,  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  and  is  regarded  as  a  man  of  excellent  busi- 
ness attainments.  Our  subject  was  one  of  the 
seven  children  who  clustered  about  the  hearth  of 
Harvey  and  Eunice  (White)  Harmon,  whose  pleas- 
ant home  was  in  the  Empire  State.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Hartford,  which  was  also  the  birthplace  of 
the  paternal  grandfather.  The  mother's  ancestors 
were  likewise  of  New  England  birth,  the  Whites 
for  many  generations  having  been  born,  reared 
and  educated  among  the  old  granite  hills  of  New 
Hampshire.  Henry  C.  Harmon  was  born  in  Man- 
chester Centre,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  April  24, 
1840,  and  with  his  brothers  and  si&ters  passed  the 
days  of  early  youth  among  the  scenes  of  his  child- 
hood. 

Our  subject  received  primary  instruction  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood,  and 
completed  his  education  in  the  Canandaigua  Ac- 
ademy, then  under  the  management  of  Profes- 
sor Noah  T.  Clark.  Mr.  Harmon  was  from  his 
youthful  days  accustomed  to  the  round  of  agri- 
cultural duties,  and  having  attained  to  a  matuie 
age  began  life  for  himself  upou  a  f^rm*     For  years 
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he  successfull>'  devoted  his  time  to  the  tilling  of 
the  soil,  and  later  shared  with  the  cares  of  the  home- 
stead the  official  perplexities  incidental  to  the  office 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  For  twelve  consecutive 
years  Mr.  Harmon  administered  law  in  the  near 
locality  of  his  home,  and  in  the  performance  of 
his  duties  gave  full  satisfaction  to  the  community 
by  whom  he  was  surrounded.  Deciding  finally  to 
make  a  change  of  residence,  our  subject  and  his 
family  removed  to  Michigan,  locating  in  the  West 
in  1881.  Since  this  latter  date  Mr.  Harmon  has 
been  one  of  the  enterprising  citizens  of  Cassopolis, 
and  here,  as  in  the  East,  has  served  most  acceptably 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

April  24,  1872,  Henry  C.  Harmon  and  Miss  Mary 
L.  Caldwell,  of  Clifton  Springs,  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Harmon  was 
the  daughter  of  Murray  Caldwell,  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative men  of  theP^mpire  State.  The  mother 
was  a  daughter  of  William  Rockfeller,  of  Dutchess 
Count}^  N.  Y.  Grandfather  Caldwell  was  a  noted 
physician  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and,  possess- 
ing a  wonderful  physique  and  magnificent  consti- 
tution, survived  to  one  hundred  years,  and  com- 
pleted a  century  vivid  in  the  rapid  development 
of  the  United  States.  Our  subject  is  in  political 
affiliation  a  pronounced  Democrat,  and  was  de- 
feated as  Representative  to  the  Legislature  in  the 
Tilden  campaign  by  a  majority  reduced  from  four 
hundied  to  forty-two.  In  all  matters  of  public 
welfare  Mr.  Harmon  is  liberal  and  progressive  in 
his  ideas.  Financially  prospered,  he  has  accumu- 
lated a  comfortable  competence, and,  together  with 
his  excellent  wife,  enjoys  the  esteem  of  a  large 
circle  of  acquaintances. 


.^mm^^^^^ 
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^^EORGE  W.  ROUGH,  an  able  general  agri- 


G 


culturist  and  successful  fruit-grower 
^V^lj  Bertrand  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
is  numbered  among  the  representative  citizens  of 
his  part  of  the  State,  and,  commanding  the  confi- 
dence of  his  home  community,  has  lately  been 
elected  to  the   official    position    of  Supervisor   of 


the  township.  Prospered  financially,  our  subject 
is  a  stockholder  and  Vice-President  of  the  First 
State  Savings  Bank  of  Niles  and  has  long  been 
foremost  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  public 
welfare.  Mr.  Rough  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  born  in  Juniata  County  July  4,  1843. 
He  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Nancy  (Imhoff)  Rough. 
The  father,  also  a  native  Pennsylvanian,  was  born 
in  Juniata  County.  The  home  of  the  parents  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  i\\e  children,  four  daugh- 
ters and  one  son,  all  of  whom  lived  to  years  of 
maturity.  Our  subject,  the  only  son  and  \'Oungest 
child,  was  but  a  little  lad  when  his  father  and 
mother  resolved  to  move  with  their  famify  to  the 
farther  West. 

George  W.  was  about  five  years  of  age  when,  in 
1849,  he  came  to  Bertrand  Township,  and  received 
his  entire  schooling  in  the  district  of  his  home. 
His  parents  located  at  first  upon  the  farm  where 
our  subject  now  resides,  and  which  he  has  contin- 
ued throughout  all  the  changing  seasons  of  more 
than  two-score  years  to  make  his  constant  resi- 
dence. In  1866,  May  1,  our  subject  entered  into 
the  bonds  of  wedlock  and  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Malinda  Broceus,  a  native  of  Michigan. 
Immediately  following  his  marriage,  Mr.  Rough 
took  his  wife  to  the  old  homestead,  which  has 
since  been  brightened  by  the  presence  of  six  merry 
and  intelligent  children,  four  daughters  and  two 
sons.  The  eldest-born  was  Nettie,  who  grew  up  a 
winsome  young  girl  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Arney,  a  prosperous  citizen  of  Pleasant,  Ind.; 
Fannie  A.,  the  second  daughter,  is  yet  at  home;  Ida 
E.  is  also  with  her  parents;  Emory  J.,  Elmer  E. 
(twins)  and  Mertie  M.  complete  the  list  of  sisters 
and  brothers  who  will  each  and  all  have  ample 
opportunity  to  fit  themselves  well  for  the  battle 
of  life. 

In  political  affiliation  Mr.  Rough  is  a  stalwart 
Republican  and  an  able  advocate  of  the  principles 
and  platform  of  the  party.  In  1879,  he  was 
elected  County  Treasurer,  and  for  four  years 
efficiently  discharged  the  duties  of  the  responsible 
office.  Our  subject  was  the  candidate  of  his  party 
for  Representative  in  1890,  but  was  defeated.  He 
was  elected  Township  Supervisor  in  1893,  and  was 
the  second  Republican  ever  elected  in  the  town- 
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sliip,  there  being  a  majority  of  forty-five  Demo- 
crats within  its  limits.  Mr.  Rough  is  fraternall}^  a 
valued  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted 
Masons  and  belongs  to  Niles  Commandery  No. 
12.  He  is  also  prominently  connected  with  Berrien 
County  Lodge  No.  6,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  having 
many  friends  in  these  societies.  The  fine  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  eighteen  acres  owned  by  our  sub- 
ject is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  hand- 
somely improved  with  an  attractive  residence, 
commodious  barns  and  other  buildings.  A  vine- 
yard of  six  acres  and  an  orchard  with  a  choice 
variety  of  fruit  are  also  special  features  of  the  pro- 
ductive homestead.  Our  subject,  his  estimable 
wife  and  their  family  occupy  a  high  social  position 
and  are  important  factors  in  the  benevolent  en- 
terprises of  their  locality. 


=^> 


^  OHN  D.  GREENAMYER,  M.  D.,  a  resident 
of  Niles  since  1876,  the  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphical review,  has  gained  a  position 
among  the  foremost  practitioners  of  the 
city.  Throughout  the  entire  county  of  Berrien 
he  is  regarded  as  a  physician  unsurpassed  in  the 
diagnosis  of  cases  and  knowledge  of  specific  rem- 
edies to  be  applied  in  the  treatment  of  diseases. 
Not  only  is  he  thorough  in  examination  and  ac- 
curate in  judgment,  but  in  addition  thereto  he  is 
a  genial  companion,  pleasant  conversationalist 
and  considerate  friend,  so  that  he  enjoys  the  con- 
fidence of  his  patients  to  an  unusual  degree. 

The  early  home  of  the  Doctor  was  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Berlin  Centre,  Mahoning  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  born  on  the  16th  of  October, 
1846.  He  is  descended  from  sturdy  and  worthy 
ancestors,  who  emigrated  from  Hanover,  Germany, 
to  the  United  States  in  1701,  and  thenceforth 
were  identified  with  the  growth  of  this  country. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jacob  Greena- 
myer,  was  born  in  Gettj^sburg,  Pa.,  and  removed 
thence  to  Ohio,  where  the  closing  years  of  his  life 
were  passed.     In   Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  on 


the  3d  of  April,  1816,  was  born  Benjamin  Greena- 
myer,  the  father  of  our  subject.  Early  in  life  he 
became  familiar  with  the  duties  of  an  agricultur- 
ist, and  upon  starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  he 
chose  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  which  he  follows 
at  the  present  time. 

Tracing  the  Doctor's  ancestry  on  the  maternal 
side,  we  find  that  he  is  of  German  descent.  His 
mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Eliza  Snook,  and 
was  born  in  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  August  10, 
1824.  Her  father,  John  Snook,  was  born  in 
Frederick  County,  Md.,  m  1798,  and  her  grand- 
father, whose  name  was  also  John  Snook,  was 
born  in  1761.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  the 
Buckeye  State,  and  after  completing  a  common- 
school  education  in  his  native  village,  he  entered 
the  academy  at  Salem,  Ohio,  froni  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1868.  He  then  taught  school  for  a 
short  time,  after  which  he  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine  under  Dr.  William  Lyon,  a  resident 
physician  of  vSalem,  Ohio.  Subsequently,  he  en- 
tered the  medical  department  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1871. 

Opening  an  office  for  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Three  Oaks,  Mich.,  the  Doctor  soon 
found  himself  in  possession  of  a  good  practice, 
which  increased  steadily  during  the  five  years  he 
remained  at  that  place.  Thence  he  removed  to 
Mansfield,  Ohio,  and  there  filled  the  position  of 
surgeon  for  the  Pittsburg,  Ft.  Wayne  &  Chicago 
Railway  Company  for  two  years.  Later  he  re- 
turned to  Salem,  Ohio,  and  took  charge  of  the 
practice  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Firestone,  during  that  gen- 
tleman's absence  in  Europe.  In  1876  he  came  to 
Niles,  where  he  has  since  conducted  a  profitable 
practice,  and  was  also  for  a  time  engaged  in  the 
drug  business. 

The  Doctor  first  married  Miss  Mary  Moore,  of 
Three  Oaks,  Mich.,  who  died  three  months  after 
marriage.  Afterward  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Alice  A.  Powers,  an  estimable  lady,  who 
is  highly  regarded  in  the  social  circles  of  Niles, 
Dr.  Greenamyer  is  identified  with  St.  Joseph  Val- 
ley Lodge  No.  4,  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.,  and  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen.  In  his  religious 
belief    he    worships,    witl^    the    Methodists,   hj^s 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIGGKAPIIICAL  RECORD. 


541 


served  as  Superintendent  of  the  Sundaj^-school  for 
the  past  twelve  years,  and  has  also  filled  the  posi- 
tions of  Steward  and  Trustee  of  the  church.  His 
wife  is  also  identified  with  that  denomination, 
and  is  an  earnest  worker  in  behalf  of  all  religious 
enterprises.  The  Doctor  has  served  as  Supervisor 
of  Three  Oaks,  and  was  for  seven  years  a  member 
of  the  School  Board,  being  its  President  for  one 
year,  and  Director  four  years. 


EVI  SHETTERLY,  a  successful  farmer  and 
extensive  stock-raiser,  for  thirty-seven  con- 
/J^X;  tinuous  years  a  constant  resident  of  his 
valuable  homestead  located  on  section  16,  Ber- 
trand  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  has  re- 
cently rented  his  farm  and  has  for  a  time  released 
himself  from  the  daily  round  he  has  unweariedly 
pursued  throughout  the  changing  seasons  since  his 
early  j^outh.  Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  spent  only  a  few  brief  years  in  Juniata 
County,  where  he  was  born  July  15,  1849.  His 
parents,  Benjamin  and  Catherine  (Frain)  Shetter- 
ly,  were  both  reared  within  the  Quaker  State.  The 
father  was  a  man  of  substance,  and  owned  a  saw- 
mill and  eleven  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  he 
disposed  of  for  $12,000,  and  with  this  money  came 
to  Michigan  in  1856.  He  located  in  Bertrand 
Township,  and  purchased  three  hundred  acres  of 
land  where  our  subject  now  resides.  The  ancestry 
of  tlie  father  and  mother  was  -German.  The 
mother,  like  her  husband,  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  there  began  her  married  life.  In  1856 
she  came  to  the  new  home  in  the  West,  and  passed 
away  at  fifty-nine  years  of  age,  in  Berrien  County. 
The  father  was  sixty-four  years  old  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  was  well  known  in  the  county, 
and  was  an  honest  and  thoroughl}^  upright  and  in- 
dustrious man.  Benjamin  and  Catherine  Shetter- 
ly  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  seven 
daughters  and  four  sons,  all  of  whom  lived  to 
adult  age.  Our  subject,  the  3'oungest  son  and 
tenth  child,  was  six  years  of  age  when  he  came  to 
Berrien  County,  Mich.     He  attended   the  district 


schools  of  the  home  neighborhood  during  his 
childhood  and  early  youth,  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  their  death.  April  19,  1881,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  C.  Reum,  a  na- 
tive of  Cass  County,  Mich.  Mrs.  Shetterly  sur- 
vived her  marriage  but  a  few  years,  and  passed 
away  deeply  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  life-time 
friends,  July  9,  1886.  She  had  no  children.  Mr. 
Shetterly  has  a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  all  of  it,  with  the  exception  of  thirty 
acres  of  woodland,  being  under  cultivation.  The 
homestead  is  improved  with  commodious  and  sub- 
stantial buildings,  a  convenient  dwelling,  good 
barns  and  outbuildings. 

Growing  up  from  childhood  among  the  scenes 
incidental  to  a  new  and  rapidly  advancing  coun- 
try, Mr.  Shetterly  has  been  associated  with  the 
grow^th  and  local  improvement  of  Berrien  County, 
and,  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  of  character,  ex- 
cellent judgment  and  withal  a  liberal-spirited  citi- 
zen, enjoys  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  en- 
tire community  among  whom  he  has  passed  so 
many  busy  years.  Our  subject  is  in  no  sense  of 
the  word  a  politician,  but  he  has  ever  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  the  management  of  both  local  and 
national  affairs.  He  atliliates  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  principles  and 
platform  advocated  by  Thomas  Jefferson.  Lead- 
ing a  life  free  from  ostentation,  Mr.  Shetterly  has 
faithfully  done  his  duty  as  a  bread-winner  and 
true  American  citizen. 


ODERICK  L.  VAN  NESS,  late  of  Howard 
Township,  Cass  County,  but  now  deceased, 
was  born  in  this  township  and  county  on 
^^)  the  4th  of  August,  1845.  His  parents  were 
William  and  Anietta  (Lee)  Van  Ness,  the  former 
a  native  of  New  York.  Roderick  was  the  eldest 
of  six  children  and  was  reared  in  his  native  town- 
ship, where  he  obtained  the  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
tion  in  a  neighboring  ''temple  of  learning,"  which 
was  none  other  than    a    log   schoolhouse.     Upon 
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cboosing  an  occupation,  he  selected  that  to  which 
he  had  been  reared,  and  throughout  his  entire  life 
following  farming  pursuits. 

Prominent  in  the  Republican  party,  Mr.  Van 
Ness  was  in  1879  elected  Treasurer  of  Cass  County 
on  that  ticket,  and  soon  afterward  removed  to 
Cassopolis.  In  1883,  at  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  office,  he  returned  to  his  farm,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death.  In  1876  he  married  Miss  Julia 
E.  Gard,  who  was  born  in  Volinia  Township,  Cass 
County,  on  the  18th  of  September,  1852.  For 
further  particulars  in  regard  to  her  family  history 
the  reader  is  referred  to  the  sketch  of  her  father, 
I.  N.  Gard,  which  appears  on  another  page  of  this 
volume.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  Jonathan  Gard, 
was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1799,  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  1828,  locating,  in  Cass  County.  His 
father,  Joshua  Gard,  was  born  in  Morris  County, 
N.  J.,  on  the  24th  of  August,  1774.  The  mother 
of  Mrs.  Van  Ness  was  in  maidenhood  Nancy  Shaw, 
and  was  born  in  Ohio,  whence  in  her  childhood 
she  removed  to  Michigan  in  company  with  her 
father,  Richard  Shaw,  the  latter  being  an  early  set- 
tler of  Cass  County. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Van  Ness  were  married  in 
Cass  County,  and  of  the  union  there  wore  born 
three  daughters  and  one  son,  Julia  E.  being  the 
eldest  in  the  number.  She  was  reared  in  Volinia 
Township,  and  after  completing  her  education, 
engaged  in  teaching  school  for  a  period  of  five 
years.  Of  her  marriage  there  were  born  two  chil- 
dren: Newton  G.  and  Arietta.  She  is  a  lady  of 
culture,  possessing  an  amiable  disposition  and  gen- 
ial manners.  She  has  also  traveled  through  vari- 
ous States  of  the  country,  and  on  her  wedding 
tour  went  to  the  Philadelphia  Centennial.  Her 
business  abilities  are  above  the  average,  and  she 
manages  the  estate  left  by  her  husband  with  good 
judgment  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prove  re- 
munerative. Her  residence  is  comfortable,  and  all 
the  home  surroundings  prove  that  the  inmates  are 
people  of  refined  tastes.  The  farm  consists  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  from  the  rental  of 
which  Mrs.  Van  Ness  derives  a  good  income. 

In  his  social  connections,  Mr.  Van  Ness  was 
identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 


men, and  was  also  a  member  of  the  Grange,  with 
which  he  was  closely  connected  from  the  date  of 
its  organization  until  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  influential  members  of  the 
Encampment  and  was  a  charter  member  of  Cassop- 
olis Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  was  known  and  hon- 
ored throughout  the  county,  and  no  one  in  the 
entire  county  stood  higher  in  the  estimation  of  his 
fellow-citizens  than  did  Roderick  Van  Ness.  When 
he  died,  November  12,  1889,  it  was  felt  that  the 
community  as  well  as  the  immediate  relatives  had 
sustained  an  irreparable  loss,  and  the  family  re- 
ceived many  tokens  of  sympathy  from  neighbors 
and  friends. 


e^+^! 


i^~ 


ON.  JOHN  M.  GLAVIN,  a  prominent  horti- 
culturist and  able  civil  engineer,  located 
upon  his  valuable  homestead  adjacent  to 
^  New  Buffalo,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  built 
the  first  division  of  the  Chicago  &  West  Michi- 
gan Railroad  and  the  narrow  gauge  to  Berrien 
Springs.  Our  subject  has  held  many  important  posi- 
tions of  official  trust  and  is  widely  known  as  a  man 
of  business  ability  and  extended  experience.  Mr. 
Glavin  was  born  in  the  County  of  Limerick,  Ire- 
land, March  25,  1833.  His  parents  were  natives 
of  the  Emerald  Isle  and  descended  from  a  long 
line  of  honest,  hard-working  ancestry.  The  father 
and  mother,  Edmund  and  Hanora  (O'Keefe) 
Glavin,  spent  their  entire  lives  in  the  countrj^  of 
their  nativity.  The  father,  by  occupation  a  farmer, 
died  when  John  M.  was  but  seven  years  of  age. 
The  mother  survived  many  years,  living  to  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-seven.  Our  subject,  the 
seventh  in  a  large  family  of  twelve  children,  re- 
mained in  Ireland  until  he  was  nineteen  years  old. 
Educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  land, 
he  grew  up  a  manly,  ambitious  lad,  full  of  energ}^ 
and  hope  for  the  future.  His  mother  was  a  woman 
of  strong  character  and  realized  the  necessity  of 
fitting  her  children  well  for  the  battle  of  life.  She 
therefore  gaye  to  each  of  her  sons  and  daughters 
every  possible  advantage  for  instruction. 
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When  our  subject  was  about  sixteen  years  of 
age  he  went  to  Dublin,  and  for  three  years  and 
a-half  devoted  his  time  entirely  to  the  study  of 
mathematics  and  civil  engineering,  and  liaving 
with  honor  completed  a  thorough  course  of  in- 
struction, with  the  approval  of  his  mother  decided 
to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  United  States.  Bidding 
adieu  to  his  family  and  friends  of  childhood,  Mr. 
Glavin  embarked  for  America  and,  safely  landing 
upon  our  hospitable  shores,  soon  found  his  way  to 
the  Western  metropolis,  Chicago.  In  this  latter 
city  he  remained  one  year  and  was  during  the 
twelve  months  connected  with  the  Western  Tablet^ 
a  Catholic  paper  edited  by  James  and  John  F.Val- 
entine. His  next  employment  was  as  Assistant 
Civil  Engineer  for  the  Lake  Shore  <fe  Michigan 
Southern  Railroad  Company  on  the  Air  Line  from 
Goshen,  Ind.,  to  Ligonier.  He  worked  for  the  cor- 
poration during  1852,  and  later  filled  the  same 
position  with  the  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  Railroad, 
now  the  Detroit,  Grand  Haven  <fe  Milwaukee.  In 
the  year  1856,  Mr.  Glavin  purchased  land  in 
Chikaming  Township,  and  began  farming  in  Ber- 
rien County,  from  the  first  achieving  success  in  the 
pursuit  of  agricultural  duties. 

In  1864,  our  subject  removed  to  his  present  lo- 
cality, where  he  bought  the  one  hundred  acre 
homestead  he  now  owns,  and  which  is  pleasantlj^ 
located  three  miles  northeast  of  New  Buffalo. 
Twenty  acres  of  the  highly  improved  and  valuable 
farm  are  devoted  to  the  exclusive  culture  of  ber- 
ries, and  aside  from  fruit  the  broad  acres  yield  an- 
nually an  abundant  harvest  of  golden  grain.  In 
1856,  John  M.  Glavin  and  Miss  Ellen  Scanlon 
were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Glavin,  a  native  of 
Scotland,  came  to  the  United  States  with  her  par- 
ents when  about  three  years  of  age.  Her  father 
was  a  railroad  contractor  and  a  man  of  position 
and  influence.  A  goodly  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren blecsed  the  home  of  our  subject  and  his  esti- 
mable wife.  Mary,  the  eldest,  married  E.  H.  Mc- 
Carten;  Clara,  Lillie  and  Alice  are  deceased;  Ella, 
the  wife  of  J.  G.  Strachan,  resides  near  Chicago; 
Emma  is  the  widow  of  E!  T.  Jacobus;  Eva  is  a 
school  teacher;  John,  Grace,  Thomas,  Morris  (de- 
ceased), and  Frederick  complete  the  list.  Mrs. 
Glavin  is  a  devout  member  of  the  Catholic  ChuVch. 


The  sons  and  daughters,  enjoying  excellent  educa- 
tional opportunities,  are  all  occupying  positions  of 
usefulness  and  are  worthy  and  influential  young 
men  and  women. 

Our  subject  is  politically  a  Republican  and  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Fremont  many  years  ago.  Mr. 
Glavin  has  always  been  active  in  politics,  and, 
highly  esteemed  while  in  Cliikaming  Township, 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  Supervisor.  In  1867, 
after  making  his  home  in  New  Buffalo  Township, 
he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  as  Repre- 
sentative by  the  largest  vote  ever  given  a  candi- 
date in  said  district.  In  1876,  he  was  elected  Coun- 
ty Surveyor,  holding  the  position  for  six  con- 
secutive years.  Our  subject  was  also  Constructing 
Engineer  on  the  Chicago  &  West  Michigan  Railroad 
in  the  years  1867  and  1868.  Continuously  occu- 
pying public,  oflRcial  and  business  positions,  the 
career  of  Mr.  Glavin  as  an  executive  oflicer  and 
business  man  has  been  distinguished  by  thorough 
efficiency  in  the  manner  and  methods  of  work,  sup- 
plemented by  good  judgment  and  integrity  of 
character.  As  a  legislator  he  was  a  member  of 
important  committees,  and  ever  did  full  justice  to 
the  wishes  of  his  constituents.  In  the  township 
offices  he  materially  aided  in  the  advancement  of 
local  interests,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  no  other  citizen 
of  I^rrien  County  can  show  a  more  faithful  record 
of  work  accomplished  in  thirty-five  years  of  citi- 
zenship^ 


^^  HARLES  A.  THATCHER,  residing  on  sec- 
Ill  ^_,  tion  35,  Jefferson  Township,  Cass  County, 
^^Jy  Mich.,  is  an  energetic  and  enterprising  agri- 
culturist and  essentially  self  made,  having  from 
his  early  boyhood  engaged  in  the  labor  of  life  and 
unaided  won  his  way  upward  to  a  position  of  use- 
fulness and  influence.  Mr.  Thatcher  was  born  in 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  August  22,  1853.  He 
was  the  son  of  Alex  and  Margaret  (Blythe)  That- 
cher. The  paternal  grandfather,  Enoch  Thatcher, 
was  a  native  of  Delaware,  but  became  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  New  York.  He  was  a  courageous 
man  and  bravely  served  in  the  War  of  1812.     His 
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wife  was  Sarah  Mullen,  wJio  bore  bim  one  child. 
Grandfather  Thatcher  was  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  He  was  a  man  of  ability 
and  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  passing  away  in  New 
York.  The  Thatchers  were  of  German  ancestr3\ 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Tompkins  County  and  was  trained 
in  agricultural  duties  in  tiie  Empire  State.  Politi- 
cally, he  was  a  Whig.  He  died  before  the  Civil- 
War.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and,  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  was 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  survived  until  1863. 
She  reared  seven  children:  Ann;  Ebenezer,  of 
-  New  York  City;  George,  who  enlisted  in  Company 
A,  One  Hundred  and  Ninth  New  York  Infantry, 
and  received  a  wound  at  Spottsylvania,  from  the 
effects  of  which  he  afterward  died;  Ezra  G.,  who 
also  served  in  Company  A,  One  Hundred  and 
Ninth  New  York  Infantry, and  now  resides  in  Au- 
rora, 111.;  Susan  Gress,  of  Ithaca;  Enoch,  of  New 
York;  John,  of  Wayne  County, N.  Y.;  and  Charles 
A.,  our  subject.  The  mother  of  these  sons  and 
daughters  was  a  native  of  Tompkins  County,  N. 
Y.,  but  the  maternal  grandparents  were  of  Irish 
birth.  Both  of  the  parents  of  our  subject  were 
active  in  church  matters.  Mr.  Thatcher  passed 
the  very  earlj^  days  of  boyhood  upon  his  father's 
farm,  but  had  only  very  limited  opportunities  for 
an  education.  At  thirteen  years  of  age  he  began 
the  struggle  for  daily  existence  and  self  support. 
He  worked  by  the  day  and  month  at  farming,  and 
with  the  exception  of  two  years  has  devoted  his 
entire  life  to  agricultural  toil.  In  the  winter,  in 
January,  1877,  he  came  to  Cass  County,  and  in 
April,  1885,  located  on  the  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  which  have  since  been  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  by  his  patient  and  industrious 
care. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  mariiage  February 
21,  1884,  with  Miss  Lydia  A.  Hanson,  a  native 
of  Jefferson  Township  and  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Crawford)  Hanson,  widely  known 
and  highly  respected  residents  of  Cass  County. 
Four  children  have  blessed  the  pleasant  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thatcher,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters: William  C,  George  B.,Mary  E.  and  Margaret 


B.  Financially,  our  subject  has  achieved  success. 
In  1891  he  purchased  his  valuable  homestead, 
which  annually  yields  an  excellent  harvest,  and 
through  his  own  efforts  has  gained  an  enviable 
position  in  life.  In  political  affiliation  a  strong 
Democrat,  he  is  deeply  interested  in  local  and  na- 
tional issues,  and,  a  public-spirited  citizen,  is  ever 
ready  to  aid  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  mu- 
tual welfare  of  the  community. 


i>-^<( 


'(Q>^ 


HILIP  LYNCH.  The  following  is  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  career  of  Mr.  Lynch,  a  man 
whose  present  substantial  position  in  life 
has  been  reached  entirely  through  his  own 
perseverance,  and  the  facts  connected  with  his 
operations  and  their  results  only  show  what  a 
person  with  courage  and  enlightened  views  can 
accomplish.  He  ranks  among  the  well-known  men 
of  foreign  birth  in  Berrien  County,  and,  gifted  alike 
with  energy,  enterprise  and  uprightness,  he  crossed 
the  ocean  to  make  for  himself  a  home  in  the  "land 
of  the  free."  For  the  success  which  has  attended 
his  efforts  he  deserves  much  commendation. 

Mr.  Lynch  was  born  in  County  Meath,  Ireland, 
in  1829,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  The  prom- 
ises held  out  by  the  New  World  were  enticing  in 
the  extreme,  and  in  1849  Mr.  Lynch,  with  his  sis- 
ter Annie,  crossed  the  ocean  to  this  continent. 
They  landed  in  New  York,  but  took  passage  from 
there,  via  the  Lakes,  to  Chicago,  where  they  re- 
mained but  a  short  time,  and  in  the  same  year  lo- 
cated in  Berrien  County.  Our  subject  engaged 
to  work  with  James  Caldwell,  Sr.,  later  with  John 
D.  Bury,  Sr.,  and  with  the  monej-  thus  earned 
bought  land  from  the  Government.  This  was  the 
same  year  he  located  in  the  county,  and  from  that 
time  on  he  was  actively  engaged  in  clearing  and 
improving  his  farm.  Although  it  took  many  years 
of  hard  labor  to  clear  the  farm  of  the  heavy  tim- 
ber with  which  it  was  covered,  Mr.  Lynch  never 
became  discouraged  and  managed  his  place  with 
excellent  judgment  and  ability. 

In   the  year   1857,  when   twenty-eight  years  of 
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age,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Carroll,  wlio  was 
also  a  native  of  the  green  isle  of  Elrin,  and  a  lady 
of  culture  and  refinement.  After  marriage  they 
located  on  the  farm  opposite  their  present  resi- 
dence and  there  remained  for  some  time.  To  the 
original  tract  land  has  been  added  from  time  to 
time,  until  Mr.  Lynch  is  now  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He  is  quite  extensively 
engaged  in  fruit-growing  and  annually  ships  ber- 
ries of  every  description.  In  connection  he  is  also 
engaged  in  farming,  and  is  considered  one  of  the 
prominent  agriculturists  of  that  section,  all  his 
farming  operations  being  conducted  in  a  manner 
showing  his  good  judgment  and  sense. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  L3-nch  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  nine  children,  as  follows:  Ellen,  wife  of  John 
Hoar;  Annie,  wife  of  John  D.  Bur}^,  Benton  Town- 
sliip;  Mary,  wife  of  Samuel  King,  of  this  county; 
Rosa,  a  resident  of  Chicago;  Philip,  James,  Katie, 
Margaret  and  Thomas.  The  last  five  make  their 
home  with  their  parents.  All  have  had  good  edu- 
cational advantages  in  the  common  schools  and  are 
bright  and  intelligent  young  people.  The  Demo- 
cratic party  has  ever  received  Mr.  Lynch 's  vote, 
and  he  has  ever  been  interested  in  political  mat- 
ters. He  and  his  family  hold  membership  with  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  Mrs.  Lynch  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Owen  Carroll,  and  came  to  America  with 
her  brother  James,  who  is  now  residing  in  Hagar 
Township.  Mr.  Lynch  has  ever  been  a  public- 
spirited  citizen,  and  lie  and  his  wife  support  all 
worthy  enterprises. 


"^ 


ULLIVAN  H.  MORSE,  a  prominent  farmer 
of  Cass  County,  and  an  early  settler  of 
Calvin  Township,  was  born  near  Reading^ 
Yt.,  January  19,  1814,  and  was  next  to  the 
youngest  in  a  family  of  eleven  children  born  to 
Asa  and  Anna  (Bowman)  Morse.  His  father  was 
the  third  in  order  of  birth  among  six  children 
comprising  the  family  of  Samuel  Morse,  and  was 
born  at  Holden,  Vt.,  October  19, 1772.     The  Morse 


family  was  first  represented  in  America  by  three 
brothers,  who  emigrated  from  England  in  Colonial 
times,  one  of  whom  settled  in  Rhode  Island,  one 
in  Connecticut  and  the  third  m  Massachusetts. 
From  these  brothers  sprang  the  innumerable  rep- 
resentatives of  the  family  now  in  the  United 
States.  Aside  from  these  brief  facts,  however,  the 
writer  has  but  little  information  upon  which  to 
base  the  early  family  history. 

Asa  Morse,  father  of  our  subject,  married  when 
he  was  scarcely  eighteen  years  of  age,  his  bride 
being  Miss  Anna  Bowman,  who  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont (presumably  near  Holden)  December  16, 
1774,  and  was  but  little  more  than  sixteen  when 
she  married.  The  information  relative  to  her 
family  is  very  limited.  They  were  of  English 
extraction  and  an  old  New  England  family.  In 
the  early  part  of  1816  Asa  Morse,  with  his  family, 
which  then  consisted  of  his  wife  and  ten  children, 
left  Vermont  and  settled  near  Ft.  Ann,  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  The  father  was  a  man  of 
very  limited  means  and  of  a  roving  disposition. 
At  one  time  we  find  him  with  his  family  at  Ft. 
Edwards,  later  near  Saratoga  Springs,  and  after- 
ward in  central  New  York,  where  he  died  in  1832 
His  wife,  who  died  January  18,  1866,  was  a  noble 
Christian  woman  and  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  One  of  the  brothers  of  Asa 
above  mentioned,  tradition  tells  us,  was  possessed 
with  witchcraft  and  for  years  was  the  terror  of 
the  part  of  the  country  in  which  he  lived. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  were  as 
follows:  Asa,  Jr.,  was  born  November  23,  1792, 
married  there,  became  the  father  of  two  children 
(one  of  whom  is  living  in  Vermont  and  the  other 
in  Wisconsin),  and  after  passing  his  entire  life  in 
the  Green  Mountain  State,  there  died.  Nathan, 
who  was  born  May  5,  1794,  came  West,  settling  in 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  where  he  died  about  1873. 
He  had  a  family  of  four  daughters  and  one  son. 
Betsy  L.,  who  was  born  June  10,  1796,  died  when 
a  young  lady.  Enos  B.,  who  was  born  August  22, 
1798,  came  to  Michigan,  where  he  died,  leaving 
three  children.  Nancy  A.,  who  was  born  February 
7,  1801,  married  a  man  named  Jackson  and  died 
leaving  one  daughter.  Arathusa,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred   May    21,  1804,    married    Almon    Carr,  of 


548 


PORTRAIT  AKB  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


Massachusetts,  and  was  tlic  motlicr  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living.  Her  eldest  son, 
E.  T.  Carr,  is  a  prominent  architect  at  Topeka, 
Kan.,  and  made  the  plans  for  the  State  Capitol  at 
that  place.  Emeline  R.,  who  was  born  May  5, 
1806,  married  Dr.  Thompson,  son  of  the  founder 
of  the  Thompsonian  Institute.  She  died  leaving 
two  children.  Erastus  Z.,  who  was  born  July  27, 
1809,  came  to  Michigan  and  died  in  Union,  leav- 
ing two  children.  Sidney  L.,  whose  birth  occurred 
May  9,  1812,  was  of  a  roving  disposition,  and  at 
his  death  left  one  child.  Sullivan  H.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  January  19,1814.  Hor- 
ace H.,  born  May  17,  1816,  was  a  prominent  mer- 
chant in  New  York  State,  and  died  there,  leaving 
one  child. 

Of  this  large  family  all  have  gone  to  their  final 
reward  except  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  his 
sister  Arathusa.  He  had  but  limited  advantages 
for  acquiring  an  education  in  his  boyhood  days. 
His  father,  as  stated  above,  was  a  man  of  roving 
disposition,  who  had  but  small  means,  and  in  fact 
thought  that  an  education  was  of  but  little  account. 
Sullivan,  however,  thought  differently  and  he  ran 
away  from  home,  barefoot,  to  go  to  school,  and  by 
making  good  use  of  his  time  obtained  a  good  edu- 
cation and  was  said  to  be  one  of  the  best  spellers 
in  his  part  of  the  country.  After  he  was  twenty- 
one,  having  saved  up  a  little  money,  he  hired  a 
private  teacher  to  instruct  him,  and  thus  his  edu- 
cation was  completed.  He  started  out  in  life  as  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and  followed  that  occupa- 
tion most  of  the  time  for  forty  years 

November  10,  1839,  Mr.  Morse  married  Mary 
Ann  Steves,  the  eldest  of  four  daughters  of  Enoch 
and  Christina  (Pulver)  Steves,  who  were  of  Ger- 
man extraction.  By  this  marriage  was  born  a 
large  family  of  children:  Phoebe  Ann,  died  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1841.  Albert  Maning  married  Emma, 
daughter  of  J.  V.  Shepard,  and  they  have  three 
children;  he  makes  his  home  on  a  farm  in  Mason 
Township.  William  Evert  married  Flora  Woods, 
by  whom  he  is  the  father  of  four  children;  he  is  a 
farmer  in  Jefferson  Township.  Charles  Henry 
married  Minerva  Strong  and  they  with  their  four 
sons  reside  on  a  farm  in  Cass  County.  Rollin  Eu- 
gene married  Louisa  Amsden  and   is  a  merchant 


at  Dowagiac.  Alvina  P'lorence  is  deceased.  Wat- 
son Wilford  died  March  2,  1858.  Harriet  Melina 
married  Perry  Reams  and  lives  in  Wayne  Town- 
ship, Cass  County. 

In  1860  Mr.  Morse  came  to  Michigan  and  bought 
a  part  of  the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  He  has 
cleared  more  than  one  hundred  acres  with  his  own 
hands  and  now  has  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Calvin 
Township.  April  18,  1875,  his  wife  and  the 
mother  of  jiis  children  died.  For  his  second 
wife  he  married  Marietta  Steveson,  on  the  10th  of 
October,  1877.  She  died  October  25,  1888,  leav- 
ing no  children.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Morse  has 
lived  practically  retired,  doing  little  more  than 
look  after  his  extensive  interests.  He  has  spent 
considerable  time  in  travel  and  has  taken  several 
trips  East.  In  politics,  he  has  been  a  lifelong 
Democrat  and  has  held  some  of  the  offices  in  the 
township,  yet  has  never  aspired  to  office.  He  is 
now  (1893)  nearly  four-score  years  of  age,  hale 
and  hearty,  and  is  spending  his  declining  years  in 
a  quiet  way  in  his  pleasant  home  surrounded  by 
the  comforts  of  life. 


f(_^^^ARRY  H.  SHEDD,  a  prominent  general  ag- 
ff^  riculturist  and  successful  stock-raiser  of 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  is  pleasantly  lo- 
P)  cated  upon  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-one  acres,  situated  about  three  miles  south- 
east of  the  thriving  village  of  Three  Oaks.  Ar- 
riving in  his  present  locality  a  bright,  ambitious 
boy  of  fourteen,  he  is  identified  with  the  early 
history  of  the  State,  and,  sharing  in  the  privations 
and  experiences  of  the  pioneer  days,  has  for  about 
fifty-seven  years  been  an  important  factor  in  the 
upbuilding  and  progressive  interests  of  Berrien 
County.  Our  subject  is  a  native  of  New  York 
State  and  was  born  in  Onondaga  County  Janu- 
ary 1,  1822.  His  father,  Sylvester  Shedd,  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  emigrated  from  the  old 
Bay  State  to  New  York,  where  with  his  wife,  Sally 
(Smith  )  Shedd,  he  made  his  home  for  some  time. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Samuel  Shedd,  was  of 
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direct  English  descent  and  a  man  of  position  in 
New  England.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  like 
licr  husband,  was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  was  a 
most  excellent  woman,  beloved  by  all  who  knew 
her.  After  a  time  the  father  removed  with  his 
family  to  Ohio,  and  later  came,  in  1836,  to  Berrien 
County,  Mich. 

Entering  forty  acres  of  land  Sylvester  Shedd 
with  energy  began  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, and 
within  a  brief  period  purchased  sixty  additional 
acres,  thus  owning  in  the  old  homestead  one  hun- 
dred acres,  which  when  cleared  became  a  highly 
productive  tract  of  land.  After  a  thirty-years 
residence  the  father  died  August  13,  1866.  A  far- 
mer by  occupation,  he  served  with  fidelity  and 
courage  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  a  man  of 
upright  character,  earnest  and  straightforward  in 
his  dealings.  The  mother  passed  away  in  Berrien 
County  November  14,  1875.  Both  parents  were 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  active 
in  the  extension  of  religious  influence.  The  home 
of  the  father  and  mother  was  blessed  with  the 
presence  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  four  of 
whom  are  yet  surviving.  Harry  H.  was  the  fifth 
in  order  of  birth  and  spent  his  early  days  of  boy- 
hood in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  there  receiving 
a  limited  education.  During  the  two  years  of  his 
residence  in  Ohio  he  attended  school  ten  weeks, 
and  after  he  came  to  Berrien  County  enjoyed  but 
fourteen  days  of  instruction.  Toiling  industri- 
ously until  he  was  nineteen  years  old,  he  remained 
with  his  parents  and  then  bought  his  time. 

At  first  our  subject  worked  out  by  the  month  on 
a  farm  during  the  summer  and  in  winter  received 
employment  in  a  sawmill  and  hauled  lumber.  At 
the  end  of  a  twelvemonth  Harry  H.  and  a  brother 
bought  a  threshing-machine  and  ran  that  during 
the  threshing  season,  the  remainder  of  the  time  de- 
voting themselves  to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture. 
Until  he  cleared  and  partially  improved  his  home- 
stead Mr.  Shedd  continued  to  operate  with  the 
thresher,  after  which  his  land  required  his  con- 
stant attention. 

In  1850  Harry  H.  Shedd  and  Miss  Mariett 
Thompson  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Shedd, 
like  her  husband,  was  a  native  of  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Charles  *T. 


and  Millison  (Betts)  Thompson.  The  estimable 
wife  of  our  subject  passed  to  her  rest  in  Berrien 
County,  March  9,  1888.  She  was  the  mother  of 
two  children,  Sylvester  and  Jennie,  and  gave  to 
her  family  devoted  care.  Mr.  Shedd  has  never 
been  troubled  with  political  aspirations,  but  he  is 
intelligently  interested  in  local  and  National  issues 
and  cast  his  first  vote  for  William  Henry  Harrison. 
His  fine  farm,  well  adapted  to  grain  and  stock- 
raising,  is  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the  county  and 
is  a  monument  to  the  self-reliant  efforts  of  a  man 
who  has  unaided  won  his  upward  way  to  a  position 
of  usefulness  and  influence, and  who  to-day  com- 
mands the  high  esteem  of  all  his  fellow-towns- 
men. 


1)  RVING  PADDOCK,  a  representative  general 
I  agriculturist  and  a  leading  citizen  of  New 
_i  Buffalo  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  is  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State  and  was  born  March 
25,  1830,  in  Onondaga  County.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  were  James  and  Charlotte  (Tappen) 
Paddock,  well-known  and  influential  people  of 
that  locality.  The  father  was  born  in  Orange 
County,  April  18,  1806,  and  was  the  son  of  James 
Paddock,  Sr.,  whose  birthplace  was  also  in  New 
York,  and  who  served  bravely  as  a  militiaman  in 
the  War  of  1812.  The  paternal  great-grandfather 
was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was 
of  English  descent  and  bore  the  name  of  David. 
The  father  of  our  subject  emigrated  from  New 
Y^'ork  to  the  West  in  1836,  and  located  in  what  is 
now  Galena  Township,  then  Hudson,  La  Porte 
County,  Ind.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
survived  to  witness  the  changes  of  a  half-century 
in  the  settlement  of  Indiana.  The  mother,  also  a 
native  of  New  York,  was  born  in  1808.  She  died 
in  La  Porte  County,  Ind.,  in  1872,  and  had  borne 
unto  her  husband  a  family  of  twelve  sons  and 
daughters,  of  whom  Irving  was  the  eldest.  He  was 
only  six  years  of  age  when  with  his  parents  he 
journeyed  to  La  Porte  County. 

Reared  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Hudson  Township,  Mr.  Paddock  arrived  at  man- 
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hood,  and  when  the  Civil  War  broke  out  he  soon 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Government  and  pa- 
triotically joined  Compan3^F,  Twenty-fifth  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  as  a  private.  Promoted  for  his  gal- 
lant bearing  and  general  efficiency,  our  subject 
was  made  Sergeant,  Second  Lieutenant,  First 
Lieutenant,  and  finally  became  Captain.  He 
served  until  June  24,  1865,  and  then  was  honor- 
ably discharged.  During  the  fight  at  Tebbs  Bend, 
between  Morgan  and  the  Twenty- fifth  Michigan, 
Mr.  Paddock  was  shot  through  the  hips.  He  was 
twice  wounded  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  was  shot 
through  the  right  arm,  between  the  wrist  and 
elbow.  Our  subject  actively  participated  in  the 
Loudon  fight,  Kingston,  Tenn.,  and  took  part  in 
the  battles  of  Kenesaw  Mountain  and  Buzzard's 
Roost.  He  was  engaged  in  the  raid  from  Rock}^ 
Face,  Ga.,  to  Atlanta,  and  was  under  fire  most  of 
the  time,  being  three  months  making  the  one  hun- 
dred miles.  When  Mr.  Paddock  was  first  wounded 
he  was  taken  to  the  field-hospital,  from  there 
to  the  prisoners'  hospital  at  Louisville,  and  was 
then  removed  to  Hospital  No.  12.  The  second 
time  he  was  wounded  he  was  carried  to  Hospital 
No.  3,  at  Nashville.  Our  subject  was  mustered 
out  of  service  at  Salisburj^,  N.  C,  June  24,  1865, 
and  was  sent  to  the  barracks  in  Jackson,  Mich.,  in 
July,  and  soon  returned  to  his  home  in  Berrien 
County,  to  which  he  had  removed  in  1860,  at  that 
time  locating  upon  the  farm  where  he  now  resides. 

The  homestead  originally  contained  but  eighty 
acres,  five  of  which  had  been  cleared  of  timber, 
upon  which  clearing  was  the  sole  improvement — 
an  old  log  house.  Since  then  the  tract,  increased  to 
one  hundred  acres  and  highly  cultivated,  has  been 
further  improved  by  an  attractive  dwelling  and 
substantial  barns.  The  farm,  pleasantly  located,  is 
midway  between  the  villages  of  Three  Oaks  and 
New  Buffalo,  and  is  three  and  a-half  miles  from 
each. 

Irving  Paddock  and  Miss  Esther  Ann  Ware 
were  united  m  marriage  in  New  Buffalo,  December 
25,  1859,  and  received  the  hearty  best  wishes  of 
many  friends.  Mrs.  Paddock  was  born  in  Mexico, 
Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  September  19,  1838.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Esther  (Goit)  Ware, 
who  were  natives  of   Vermont  and  accompanied 


their  respective  parents  to  New  York  in  a  very 
early  day.  Spending  their  last  years  in  Amboy, 
they  both  passed  away  in  the  Empire  State.  Our 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  three  children,  but  one  of  whom 
now  survives:  Clarence,  residing  near  Springfield, 
Mo.;  Lottie  and  Albert  are  both  deceased.  Mr. 
Paddock  is  politically  a  Republican  and  has  held 
by  able  service  the  official  position  of  Township 
Treasurer,  and  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  in- 
volved has  given  satisfaction  to  his  fellow-towns- 
men. Our  subject  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Winfield  Scott  and  is  ever  interested  in  both 
local  and  national  issues.  His  excellent  wife  is  a 
valued  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  and 
is  active  in  good  work.  Mr.  Paddock,  while  not  a 
professor  of  religion,  is  mindful  of  those  less  for- 
tunate than  himself  and  is  known  as  a  liberal- 
spirited  and  enterprising  citizen. 


1^  I^ASHINGTON  I.  GRIFFITH.  As  a  lepre- 
\/\//i  tentative  of  the  prosperous  and  enterpris- 
^^  ing  farmers  of  Cass  County  who  have 
contributed  to  the  growth  and  development  of 
this  section  of  the  State,  mention  should  be  made 
of  Mr.  Griffith,  who  conducts  farming  operations 
on  section  21,  of  Milton  Township.  A  native  of 
Indiana,  he  was  born  in  St.  Joseph  County,  De- 
cember 22,  1845,  and  is  the  son  of  Caleb  B.  and 
Matilda  (Smith)  Griffith,  natives  of  Delaware.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Joshua  Griffith,  was  proba- 
bly born  in  Delaware  and  was  of  English  descent. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  George  Smith,  was  like- 
wise born  in  Delaware  and  traced  his  ancestry  to 
PvUgland. 

After  the  marriage  of  the  parents  of  our  subject, 
which  occurred  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.,  they 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Harris  Township,  but  soon 
afterward  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Milton 
Township.  Here  they  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suils,  becoming  well  and  favorably  known  for 
their  integrit}^  and  kind,  noble  dispositions.  The 
father  died   in    1869;  the  mother  still  makes  her 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


551 


home  in  this  townshi[).  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  sons:  Charles  H.,  Wasliington  I.,  Addison 
II.  and  Geoige,  the  latter  dying  at  the  age  of  two 
years,  the  otiiers  dying  in  infancy.  Tlie  second  son 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  a  small  child 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Cass  County. 
Here  he  gained  his  education  and  grew  to  man- 
hood on  his  father's  farm. 

October  1,  1868,  Mr.  Griffith  married  Josephine 
M.  Rogers,  who  was  born  in  Cass  County,  June 
13,  1847,  being  the  daughter  of  Hiram  Rogers,  a 
native  of  New  Jersey.  When  about  two  years  of 
age  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  New  York, 
and  in  an  early  day  came  to  Michigan,  being  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Cass  County.  He  is  still 
living  in  Milton  Township  upon  the  farm  he  en- 
tered from  the  Government  many  years  ago.  He 
has  attained  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two 
years,  and  as  one  of  the  oldest  of  the  few  surviv- 
ing pioneers  of  this  county  is  entitled  to  the  con- 
sideration and  esteem  of  all  the  people.  His  fa- 
ther, Jabez  Rogers,  was  descended  from  P^nglish 
ancestors  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Mrs.  Griffith  is  one  of  thirteen  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers,  being  the  next  to  the  young- 
est of  the  family.  At  the  present  time  (1893)  two 
of  the  number  are  living.  The  mother  of  these 
children,  Lora  (Worden)  Rogers,  was  born  in  New 
York  and  was  of  English  descent.  Mrs.  Griffith 
was  reared  in  Milton  Township  and  attended  the 
district  schools  as  well  as  the  Cassopolis  school. 
Four  children  were  born  of  her  marriage,  three 
of  whom  are  deceased,  namely:  Maud  M.,  who 
died  when  twenty-one  years  of  age;  Caleb  C, 
who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  five  months,  and 
Lucy  E.,  who  was  called  hence  when  an  interest- 
ing child  of  fourteen  years.  The  only  surviving 
child  is  Florence  R. 

In  1869  Mr.  Griffith  settled  on  his  present  farm, 
where  he  conducts  a  general  agricultural  and  stock- 
raising  business.  In  addition  to  this  property  he 
owns  an  interest  of  one  hundred  acres  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Ind.  In  his  political  belief  he  was  for 
many  years  a  stanch  adherent  of  Republican  prin- 
ciples, but  for  several  years  he  has  adopted  the 
policy  of  voting  for  the  man  whom  he  deems  best 
qualified   for  the  position  desired.     He  has  served 


as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  at  the  present  time  is 
a  member  of  the  School  Board.  He  has  been  promi- 
nently connected  with  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  of 
which  he  was  the  first  Secretary  and  second  Presi- 
dent, and  is  now  their  agent.  Upright  in  charac- 
ter and  zealous  in  religious  matters,  he  is  one  of 
the  most  active  and  influential  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  now  Steward. 


TEPHEN  A.  BOGUE.  All  his  life  Mr. 
Bogue  has  followed  with  substantial  results 
the  occupation  to  which  he  was  reared,  and 
in  which  he  is  now  engaged,  farming.  He 
is  justly  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  agricul- 
turists and  stock-raisers,  and  as  a  man,  no  less  than 
a  citizen,  he  is  highly  esteemed.  All  his  life  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  best  interests  of  Cass 
County,  and  his  intelligence,  enterprise  and  man}' 
other  estimable  qualities  have  acquired  for  him  a 
popularity  not  derived  from  an}^  factitious  cir- 
cumstances, but  a  spontaneous  and  permanent  trib- 
ute to  his  merit. 

Born  in  Penn  Township,  Cass  County,  this  State, 
May  7,  1845,  Mr.  Bogue  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  county  all  his  life  and  is  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  its  length  and  breadth.  His 
parents,  Stephen  and  Hannah  (East)  Bogue,  were 
prominent  people  and  early  settlers  of  this  county. 
The  father  was  born  in  Perquimans  ('ounty,  N.  C, 
October  17,  1790,  and  died  on  the  farm  he  entered 
in  Cass  County,  October  10,  1868.  Hefirstmoved 
from  his  native  State  to  Preble  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  purchased  land  and  cleared  a  farm,  re- 
maining on  the  same  until  1829,  when  he  came  to 
Cass  County,  Mich.  His  first  marriage  occurred 
in  Ohio.  He  came  North  because  he  did  not  be- 
lieve in  slavery,  and  while  living  in  Michigan  he 
assisted  many  negroes  to  escape  to  Canada.  Out- 
spoken and  candid  in  his  views,  Mr.  Bogue  was  a 
man  who  ever  dared  to  do  right.  At  one  time  he 
was  sued  by  owners  of  slaves  for  assisting  the 
fugitive  slaves  in  obtaining  their  freedom,  but  he 
came  out  ahead, 
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His  second  marriage  was  to  Mrs.  Hannah  (East) 
Bonine  and  occurred  in  Richmond,  Ind.  After 
settling  in  Cass  Count}^  Mich.,  he  laid  out  the 
site  for  the  town  of  Vandalia,  and  built  one  of  the 
first  gristmills  in  the  county.  This  he  operated 
for  about  twenty  years,  but  in  addition  was  also 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  second  wife 
was  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion,  born  in  Graj^- 
son  County  in  1798,  and  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Rachel  (Talbert)  East,  the  former  a  native 
of  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  East  came  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  about 
1835,  and  here  passed  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
Mrs.  Bogue  passed  away  on  the  19th  of  December, 
1891.  Mr.  Bogue  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Bogue, 
who  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  where  he 
died.  He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  but  was  also 
interested  in  agricultural  pursuits,  owning  at  one 
time  over  two  thousand  acres  of  land. 

Stephen  A.  Bogue,  the  youngest  child  born  to 
his  father's  second  marriage,  received  his  early  ed- 
ucation in  the  common  district  schools,  after 
which  he  attended  the  academy  at  Adrian,  Mich. 
On  the  20th  of  November,  1867,  he  married  Miss 
Dora  E.  Dalton,  of  Adrian,  Mich.  She  was  born 
August  9,  1846,  and  is  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Mary  (Lewis)  Dalton.  After  marriage  Mr.  Bogue 
began  farming,  and  continued  this  occupation  un- 
til 1877,  when  he  moved  to  Florida  and  embarked 
in  the  orange  and  vegetable  business  for  about 
five  years.  Returning  to  Michigan,  he  resided  in 
Vandalia  for  two  years,  and  then  moved  on  his 
present  farm,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

Our  subject  has  filled  a  number  of  the  local  of- 
fices— Township  Supervisor,  Road  Commissioner^ 
etc. — and  was  an  able  and  eflScient  oflScer.  Socially, 
he  is  a  Good  T'emplar  and  is  Worthy  Master  of 
the  lodge,  and  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  local 
Grange,  of  which  he  was  Master  several  terms.  A 
Republican  in  his  political  views,  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  was  cast  for  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant.  Both  he 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Friends*  Church  and 
his  ancestors  were  members  of  that  church  for 
many  years.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  a  com- 
fortable and  pleasant  rural  home  three  miles  east 
of  Cassopolis,  with  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
of  excellent  farming  land.    Three  children  were 


born  to  their  marriage;  Walter  Marion,  Mary 
Belle, and  Hannah  S.,  who  was  born  in  Florida.  All 
are  slill  under  the  parental  roof  and  the  two  eldest 
graduated  from  the  High  School  of  Cassopolis. 
The  daughter  Belle  has  taken  a  thorough  course  of 
vocal  and  instrumental  music  at  Earlham  College 
at  Richmond,  Ind. 


-4^^4»^ 
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W;ILLIA 


;ILLIAM  GREEN.  The  Buckeye  State  has 
lished  to  this  county  many  represen- 
tative citizens,  and  among  them  might 
be  mentioned  William  Green,  who  has  resided 
here  for  many  years.  In  everything  connected 
with  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  county  he 
has  taken  an  active  interest,  and  as  a  merchant  he 
has  had  a  very  successful  career.  Born  in  Prebl(3 
County,  Ohio,  April  20,  1830,  he  is  the  son  of 
Jesse  and  Charity  (Cook)  Green.  Jesse  Green  was 
born  in  Georgia  in  1790,  and  when  fifteen  years 
of  age  moved  to  Ohio  with  his  mother,  who  wished 
to  live  in  an  anti-slave  State.  He  was  the  son  of 
Jesse  Green,  Sr.,  who  was  a  native  of  Philadelphia. 
Jesse  Green,  Jr.,  was  married  in  his  native  State, 
and  emigrated  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  in  1836,  dy- 
ing there  about  1850.  He  was  at  one  time  a  mer- 
chant, but  after  settling  in  the  Stale  of  Michigan 
he  engaged  as  an  agriculturist. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  South 
Carolina,  thirt3^  miles  from  Charleston,  and  died 
in  Cass  Count}^,  Mich.,  about  1859.  Seven  sons 
and  five  daughters  were  born  of  her  marriage,  the 
subject  of  this  notice  being  the  sixth  in  order  of 
birth.  The  latter,  since  six  years  of  age,  has  been 
a  resident  of  Cass  County,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  On  the  30th  of  April, 
1853,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Almira  Wright,  a  na- 
tive of  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  one  child,  Frank 
Leslie,  has  blessed  this  union. 

Agricultural  pursuits  occupied  the  attention  of 
our  subject  for  the  most  part  until  1871,  when  he 
moved  to  Vandalia,  and  engaged  in  merchandising. 
The  energy  he  has  displayed  in  the  management 
of  this  business,  and  the  prosperous  appearance  of 
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his  establishment,  show  that  he  has  made  money. 
The  fact  tliat  he  enjoys  such  an  extensive  trade,  a 
trade  which  he  holds  and  which  increases  year  af- 
ter year,  is  all  the  evidence  needed  tliat  he  has 
made  it  honestly,  for  it  takes  the  average  cus- 
tomer but  a  short  time  to  discover  crookedness 
of  any  kind  in  his  merchant.  Mr.  Green  does  an 
annual  business  of  $15,000,  and  his  stock  of  goods 
is  always  fresh  and  new. 

A  prominent  Mason,  Mr.  Green  is  a  member  of 
Vandalia  Lodge  No.  290,  in  which  he  has  held 
membership  for  twenty-three  years.  He  has  held 
many  of  the  township  offices,  and  is  a  school  officer 
most  of  the  time.  He  takes  a  deep  interest  in  ed- 
ucational affairs,  and  is  active  in  all  matters  of 
moment  or  in  any  movement  for  the  advancement 
of  the  county.  He  is  an  influential  citizen  and 
one  highly  esteemed  by  all.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  his  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast 
for  Gen.  Scott. 


/^  HESTKR  P.  PHELPS,  whose  beautiful  home 
(■(  is  situated  on  the  lake   shore,  is   an   enter- 

^^  prising  and  successful  fruit-grower  of  St. 
Joseph  Township,  Berrien  County.  His  farm,  con- 
sisting of  twenty  acres,  has  been  embellished  with 
all  the  modern  improvements,  including  a  com- 
modious residence  and  substantial  outbuildings. 
Here  he  engages  in  the  raising  of  peaches,  pears 
and  other  small  fruits,  and  ships  extensively  to  the 
principal  Western  markets.  Through  the  exercise 
of  excellent  judgment  in  the  details  of  his  busi- 
ness affairs  he  has  gained  ample  means  and  is 
numbered  among  the  successful  men  of  the  com- 
munity. 

The  ancestors  of  Mr.  Phelps  were  for  many 
years  identified  with  the  history  of  New  England. 
His  father,  Chester,  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
whence  he  removed  to  New  York  and  made  set- 
tlement in  Fulton  County.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Sally  Powell,  was  a  native  of 
Fulton  County  and  a  lady  possessing  many  amia- 


ble qualities  of  heart  and  mind.  They  became  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood,  and  six  are  still  living. 
The  father  engaged  in  farming  operations,  and  at 
the  same  time  conducted  a  good  business  as  a 
tinner.  After  a  long  and  honorable  life,  he  passed 
away  at  the  old  home  in  Fulton  County,  leaving 
to  his  descendants  considerable  property  and,  what 
is  far  better,  the  heritage  of  an  upright  life  and 
stainless  name.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  it  was  his  con- 
stant endeavor  to  exemplify  in  his  life  the  princi- 
ples of  the  religion  he  professed. 

In  the  village  of  Johnstown,  Fulton  County, 
N.  Y.,  the  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was 
born  December  16,  1832.  There  he  was  reared  to 
manhood  upon  his  father's  farm,  receiving  a  lim- 
ited education  in  the  neighboring  schools.  When 
nearly  twenty-five  years  of  age,  he  established  do- 
mestic ties  and  a  home  of  his  own.  On  the  8th  of 
October,  1857,  occurred  his  marriage  to  Miss  Alice 
E.,  the  daughter  of  David  Brown,  and  a  native  of 
Fulton  County,  N.  Y.  After  his  marriage  he  re- 
mained on  the  old  homestead  in  New  York  until 
1861,  when  he  came  to  Michigan  and  purchased 
his  present  property  in  St.  Joseph  Township,  Ber- 
rien County.  The  farm  had  been  the  property  of 
his  father-in-law,  who  bought  it  in  1860,  when  it  . 
remained  in  nature's  primeval  condition.  A  con- 
siderable amount  of  "grubbing"  was  necessary, 
and  many  improvements  had  to  be  made  before 
the  place  was  in  first-class  cultivation. 

August  19,  1888,  Mrs.  Alice  E.  Phelps  died, 
leaving  two  children,  David  R.  and  Arthur  H. 
The  first-named  married  Miss  Cora  A.  Smith  and 
they  are  the  parents' of  two  children,  Orla  L.  and 
Alice  L.  Mrs.  Cora  Phelps  is  the  daughter  of 
William  Smith,  formerly  a  prominent  farmer  and 
fruit-grower  of  St.  Joseph.  The  young  couple 
make  their  home  with  our  subject,  and  through 
their  kind  attentions  and  thoughtful  ministraticms 
enhance  his  comfort  and  brighten  the  declining 
years  of  his  life.  The  younger  son,  Arthur  H.,  a 
promising  young  man,  also  makes  his  home  with 
Mr.  Phelps. 

A  Republican  in  his  political  sympathies,  Mr. 
Phelps  takes  an  active   interest  in   local  and  Nt\- 
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tional  politics,  and  has  firm  convictions  of  his  own 
upon  every  subject  of  general  importance  and  in- 
terest. For  three  years  he  filled  the  position  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  he  has  also  occupied 
other  positions  of  trust.  Socially,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Grange  and  is  Master  of  Lake  Grange 
Lodge  No.  93.  In  the  work  of  the  Patrons  of 
Husbandry  he  takes  a  prominent  and  influential 
part,  and  is  justly  numbered  among  the  public- 
spirited  citizens  of  the  county.  In  former  years 
he  engaged  extensively  in  the  business  of  catch- 
ing pigeons  in  different  portions  of  this  State,  his 
plan  of  operating  being  to  decoy  pigeons  in  nets. 
Not  infrequently  he  would  secure  at  one  time 
from  twenty  to  thirty  dozen  wild  pigeons,  for 
which  he  found  a  ready  sale  in  the  markets  at 
New  York  City,  Chicago  and  other  places. 


_^3 


^+^ 


-S] 


^^,,  NDREW  J.  PENLAND  is  a  prominent  cit- 
^I(M  izen  of  the  county  and  one  of  nature's 
noblemen.  Abounding  in  affection  for  his 
fellow-kind,  and  being  supplied  with  a  fair 
share  of  this  world's  goods,  he  is  well  content, 
and  tries  to  make  others  so.  He  is  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  but  is  also  engaged  in  blacksmith- 
ing  and  is  making  a  success  of  both  occupations. 
In  the  year  1889  he  was  elected  Highway  Com- 
missioner and  has  held  that  position  ever  since, 
discharging  the  duties  in  a  very  effi(;ient  manner. 
He  was  born  in  Elkhart  County,Ind.,to  the  union 
of  William  and  Catherine  (Boswell)  Penland. 

William  Penland  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1814,  and 
is  living  in  this  county,  in  the  enjoyment  of  com- 
paratively good  health.  At  an  early  date,  and 
while  still  single,  he  emigrated  to  P^lkhart,  Ind., 
and  there  married  Miss  Boswell,  a  native  of  Ohio. 
In  1849  he  removed  to  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
settled  on  a  wild  tract  of  land,  and  immediately  be- 
gan making  improvements.  He  has  seen  the  coun- 
try grow  from  its  wild  and  undeveloped  state  to  its 
present  prosperous  condition  and  has  done  his  share 
toward  its  improvement.  With  the  exception  of 
two  years  he  has  resided  on  that  farm  ever  3ince^ 


and  is  classed  among  the  foremost  farmers  of  Ber- 
rien County,  and  among  the  worthy  old  settlers 
of  this  region.  In  connection  with  farming  he 
was  also  engaged  in  the  blacksmith  business,  and 
for  thirty-five  years  was  a  Methodist  preacher, 
following  his  ministerial  duties  for  two  years  in 
Van  Buren  County.  He  is  of  Scotch  descent.  His 
wife  is  now  deceased.  They  were  the  parents  of 
fourteen  children,  four  sons  and  ten  daughters. 
Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812. 

Andrew  J.  Penland  was  third  in  order  of  birth 
of  the  above-mentioned  children.  He  remained 
in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  until  ten*years  of  age, 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Berrien  County 
and  there  received  the  principal  part  of  his  educn- 
ation.  Our  subject  has  known  the  demands  of 
poverty,  for  his  parents  were  poor,  and  as  he  had 
to  assist  in  making  a  living  his  educational  ad- 
vantages were  limited.  After  remaining  under 
the  parental  roof  until  about  sixteen  years  of  age, 
he  hired  out  to  work  by  the  month  on  a  farm, and 
during  that  time  was  also  engaged  in  the  sawmill 
business.  He  learned  the  blacksmith  trade  of  his 
father,  and  in  1861  was  married  to  Miss  Matilda 
Shearer,  a  native  of  Berrien  County.  Immediately 
afterward  he  built  a  shop  at  Royalton,  began 
working  for  himself,  and  followed  this  for  about 
five  years.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  his 
union:  Elsie;  Catherine  E.,  wife  of  A.  Courtville; 
Sarah  A.,  wife  of  Calvin  Stoops;  Rosie  E.,  Ida  May 
and  William. 

Mr.  Penland  has  held  the  office  of  Drain  Com- 
misioner  for  two  years,  and  when  elected  to  the 
office  of  Highway  Commissioner  he  received  the 
largest  majority  ever  received  in  the  township. 
He  is  a  strong  advocate  of  Democratic  principles, 
and  his  vote  is  ever  cast  with  that  party.  His  first 
Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  McClellan.  He  is 
now  a  member  of  the  County  Central  Committee 
of  his  township  and  has  held  other  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility. 

Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Royalton  Lodge  No. 
373,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  held  membership  in  the 
same  since  1882.  He  has  represented  that  lodge 
in  the  Grand  Lodge  at  Grand  Rapids.  Mr.  Pen- 
land's  farm,  consisting  of  fifty  acres  and  located 
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eight  miles  south  of  St.  Joseph,  is  well  improved 
and  well  cultivated,  although  when  he  first  settled 
upon  it  it  was  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of 
timber.  The  day  he  moved  on  this  place  he  cut 
the  date  on  a  beech  tree,  and  it  is  now  plainly  vis- 
ible (May  1,  1865).  Although  not  an  educated 
man  in  the  technical  sense  of  the  word,  Mr.  Pen- 
land  harmonizes  cause  and  effect  so  logically  that 
he  is  recognized  as  one  whose  opinion  is  of  much 
weight. 


IrJ^OCK  S.EDWARDS,  an  energetic  and  sue- 
\^^  cessf  ul  general  agriculturist  and  for  several 
terms  an  efficient  Highway  Commissioner 
^^)  of  Sodus  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
was  born  July  3,  1829,  in  Shropshire,  England. 
His  father,  Edward  Edwards,  a  native  of  AVales 
and  an  energetic  and  hard-working  man,  was  born 
in  1794.  The  mother,  also  of  Welsh  nativity  and 
born  in  1797,  attained  to  womanhood  well  fitted 
to  assume  the  cares  of  a  household  of  her  own. 
While  yet  a  young  and  single  woman  she  removed 
to  P]ngland.  The  father,  finding  that  wages  were 
higher  in  other  parts  of  the  Queen's  dominions, 
also  went  to  England,  where  he  obtained  employ- 
ment, met  his  future  wife  and  was  married.  The 
three  children  born  unto  the  marriage  survived  the 
perils  of  infancy  and  are  now  living.  The  parents 
were  in  very  humble  circumstances  and  our  sub- 
ject, having  a  thirst  for  knowledge,  was  obliged  to 
earn  the  money  to  pay  for  the  instruction  he  re- 
ceived. Many  days  he  passed  in  study,  his  only 
lunch  at  noon  a  bit  of  dry  bread,  which  he  had 
brought  with  him  from  his  home.  Ambitiously 
he  persevered  and  acquired  a  good  common  edu- 
cation, his  sole  capital  in  life. 

When  fifteen  years  old  Mr.  Edwards  began  the 
struggle  of  life  upon  his  own  account  and  for  a 
period  of  one  year  toiled  for  the  munificent  sum 
of  $15.  At  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  crossed 
the  broad  Atlantic  and,  lan(iing  safely  in  America, 
at  first  located  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
received  employment  on  a  farm  and  remained  two 

27 


months.  Learning  that  he  had  relatives  in  Port- 
age County,  he  then  journeyed  thither  and  worked 
upon  a  farm  in  that  locality  for  one  and  a-half 
years.  A  heavy  frost  June  7,  1859,  destroying 
the  crop  of  wheat,  potatoes,  and  all  growing  veg- 
etables, our  subject,  certain  that  the  climate  would 
not  suit  him,  departed  at  once  for  Michigan.  In 
this  latter  State  he  engaged  in  agricultural  toil 
upon  various  farms,  never  receiving  more  than 
114  per  month,  frequently  less.  He  continued  in 
Berrien  County  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  War,  in  1862;  then,  enlisting  in  Company  B, 
Seventeenth  Michigan  Infantry,  he  was  mustered 
into  the  service  at  Detroit  under  Col.  Withington. 
Upon  the  29th  of  August,  leaving  Detroit,  the  reg- 
iment was  hurried  to  the  field  of  battle,  and  on 
the  14th  of  September  our  subject  actively  partici- 
pated in  the  fight  at  South  Mountain. 

Upon  the  17th  of  September  Mr.  Edwards  was 
engaged  in  the  battle  of  Antietam  and  a  few  days 
after,  feeling  ill,  was  attended  by  the  surgeon,  who 
prescribed  a  dose  of  quinine,  which,  having  been 
taken  by  our  subject,  rendered  him  unconscious, 
and,  the  troops  being  ordered  to  march  and  un- 
able to  care  for  him,  he  was  left  lying  upon  the 
ground,  insensible  to  his  surroundings  and  deser- 
tion. When  he  recovered  it  was  in  December, 
and  he  then  learned  that  he  had  been  tenderly 
cared  for  by  both  men  and  women  of  the  oppos- 
ing army  and  from  October,  in  the  early  part  of 
the  month,  had  been  watched  over  and  nursed 
slowly  back  to  strength  and  reason.  When  fully 
recuperated,  Mr.  Edwards  joined  his  regiment, 
March  4,  1863.  During  his  term  of  service  he  was 
in  Kentucky,  southern  Illinois  and  Mississippi,  and 
shared  the  perils  of  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and 
Jackson  and  came  north  to  Camp  Nicholsville, 
Ky.  Crossing  from  the  latter  point  into  East 
Tennessee,  our  subject  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
Camden  Station.  The  regiment  was  cut  off  at  the 
siege  of  Knoxville  for  twenty-one  days  and  dur- 
ing its  entire  period  of  service  suffered  almost  in- 
credible hardship. 

Constantly  exposed  to  death  and  capture,  the 
soldiers  of  the  Seventeenth  Michigan  also  fought 
courageously  upon  the  fields  of  Spottsj^lvania,  in 
the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  North  and  South  Anna, 
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Pommuka,  Cold  Harbor  and  the  siege  of  Peters- 
burgh.  In  all  these  engagements  our  subject  act- 
ively participated  and  was  wounded  in  the  fight 
at  Spottsylvania,  being  obliged  to  remain  in  the 
hospital  two  weeks,  when  he  rejoined  his  regiment, 
ready  for  active  duty.  At  the  battle  of  Spott- 
sylvania, engaged  with  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  men  on  the  right  centre,  he  was  surrounded  by 
the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  of  the  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  men  who  went  into  battle  twenty-five 
were  killed  outright,  twenty-three  were  wounded, 
and  ninety-eight  were  missing. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  honorably  discharged, 
Mr.  Edwards  returned  to  Sodus  Township,  Berrien 
County,  where,  in  1860,  he  had  purchased  the 
farm  upon  which  he  now  resides.  He  has  brought 
the  land  up  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  making  a 
specialty  of  fruit,  which  he  grows  with  excellent 
success.  Upon  August  14,  1865,  Rock  S.  Edwards 
and  Miss  Lydia  E.  Fox  were  united  in  marriage. 
Mrs.  P^d wards  is  of  German  descent,  her  father, 
William  Fox,  having  been  born  in  the  country  of 
the  Rhine.  Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife 
have  no  children.  Mr.  Edwards  is  a  valued  mem- 
ber of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  with  his 
wife  is  an  active  aid  in  good  work.  Fraternally, 
our  subject  is  a  member  of  George  H.  Thomas 
Post  No.  14,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Benton  Harbor.'  Polit- 
ically, he  is  a  Republican  and  has  with  true  and 
loyal  service  given  his  best  efforts  in  behalf  of  the 
advancements  of  the  best  interests  of  his  adopted 
country,  where  he  has  won  a  prosperous  home  and 
been  a  true  and  faithful  citizen. 


^=^>^^<! 


Cci>=^ 


fj  OSEPH  LEUTE,  a  well-known  farmer  and 
fruit-grower  of  Berrien  County,  resides  upon 
section  35,  St.  Joseph  Township.  Mr.  Leute 
fJ  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  on  the  17th  of 
January,  1835,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Martha 
(Zily)  Leute,  natives  of  Baden,  Germany,  the  fa- 
ther having  been  a  farmer  during  the  entire  period 
of  his  active  life,  with  the  exception  of  two  years 
when  he  was  in  the  military  service.     He  was  an 


industrious  and  energetic  man,  and,  although  he 
never  accumulated  a  competency,  he  nevertheless 
was  enabled  to  give  his  children    fair  advantages. 

In  a  comparatively  uneventful  manner  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  passed  the  days  of  his  childhood 
and  youth  upon  his  father's  farm  in  Germany.  In 
his  boyhood  he  enjoyed  the  advantages  offered  by 
the  excellent  public  schools  of  Germany  and  ac- 
quired a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  language  of 
his  countrymen.  Having  heard  of  the  wonderful 
opportunities  offered  to  those  who  settled  in  the 
United  States,  he  resolved  upon  crossing  the  broad 
Atlantic  and  seeking  his  fortune  in  the  unknown 
world.  Accordingly,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years, 
he  emigrated  to  America  and  first  located  in  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  for  a  time  in  a  lime- 
quarry,  and  afterward  secured  employment  in  a 
salt  mine. 

After  having  resided  in  Syracuse  for  about  three 
years,  Mr.  Leute  came  West  to  Wisconsin,  where 
he  located  in  Clarke  County,  and  for  five  months 
was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  the  pineries. 
Thence  he  went  to  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  where  he 
worked  at  logging,  and  from  there  proceeded  to 
Illinois  and  settled  in  St.  Clair  County.  During 
his  residence  in  St.  Clair  County  he  was  married, 
in  1865,  to  Miss  Catherine  Herzog,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  Germany  and  emigrated  to  America 
in  company  with  her  parents,  locating  in  St.  Clair 
County,  111.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Leute  engaged 
in  farming  in  that  county  until  1867,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Berrien  County  and  purchased  land  in 
Bain  bridge  Township,  engaging  in  farming  pur- 
suits for  one  year.  He  removed  thence  to  St. 
Joseph  and  engaged  in  business  in  that  city  for 
one  year.  In  1875  his  wife  purchased  the  t)lace 
in  St.  Joseph  Township  where  they  have  since  re- 
sided. 

Ten  children  have  been  born  of  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leute,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living, 
namely:  Joseph,  who  went  West  in  1890  and  has 
not  been  heard  from  since,  although  it  is  thought 
that  he  is  in  the  United  States  army;  Catherine, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Snyder  and  a  resident  of 
St.  Joseph;  Caroline,  Louis  and  Rosa,  who  reside 
in  Chicago,  Louis  being  in  the  hardware  business 
there;  Mary,  Sophia  and  Martha,,  who  ar^  at  home 
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with  their  parents.  Where  he  now  lives  Mr.  Leute 
has  nine  acres,  and  this  he  devotes  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  fruits,  in  which  he  has  met  with  success. 
He  has  found  fruit-growing  a  profitable  business, 
and  raises  fruit  of  every  variety  on  his  place.  In 
his  political  preferences  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  is 
stanch  in  his  allegiance  to  his  chosen  party.  Re- 
ligiously, he  is  identified  with  the  Catholic  Church. 


♦==--:♦=♦ 
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^  EORGE  GRIFFIN,  a  prominent  agricultur- 
ist and  successful  stock- raiser,  a  lonir-time 


^W4I  I'esident  of  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is  a  native 
of  Berkshire,  England,  and  was  born  in  1829.  Me 
passed  the  days  of  boyliood  in  his  native  land  and 
was  twenty  years  of  age  when,  in  company  with  a 
brother,  he  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  to  the  New 
World  beyond  the  sea.  Upon  their  arrival  in 
America,  the  brothers  located  in  Michigan.  Our 
subject  settled  in  Oakland  County,  but  his  com- 
panion made  his  home  in  Berrien  County.  Three 
years  after  Mr.  Griftin  came  to  the  United  States, 
his  parents,  Thomas  and  Sarah  Griflfin,  also  emi- 
grated with  their  three  other  children  to  America. 
Of  these  younger  children,  two  were  daughters. 
The  son  who  accompanied  the  father  and  mother 
to  this  country  now  resides  near  Nashville,  Mich. 
Immediately  after  George  Griffin  came  to  Michi- 
gan he  sought  employment  and  worked  by  the 
day  for  about  four  years.  With  prudent  manage- 
ment he  had  amassed  a  small  capital,  which  he 
then  invested  in  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  located  in 
Kalamazoo  Count3^ 

Three  years  afterward  our  subject  disposed  of 
his  farm,  and  together  with  his  parents  removed 
to  Cass  County,  but  the  father  and  mother  only 
remained  there  a  few  years.  Since  then  the  par- 
ents have  both  died,  as  have  also  the  sisters,  one 
of  whom  left  a  child,  the  son  of  Allen  Owen,  of 
Kalamazoo.  Mr.  Griffin  located  permanently  in 
Cass  County  in  1856,  and  now  owns  and  cultivates 
a  fine  farm  of  over  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 
In  1860  our  subject  was  married   to  Miss  lantha 


MacOmber,  of  Marcellus  Townsliip.  The  union 
was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Mary  was  the  eldest  of  the  family;  Lot- 
tie is  the  wife  of  Z.  P.  Neidigh;  Phinney  was  the 
third  in  order  of  birth;  Lina  is  the  wife  of  C. 
Fox;  and  Mark  and  Burt  complete  the  circle  of 
intelligent  brothers  and  sisters.  Politically,  Mr. 
Griffin  is  now  an  advocate  of  the  People's  party, 
but  for  thirty  years  he  affiliated  with  the  Re- 
publicans. He  is  progressive  in  his  ideas  and 
arguments,  and  is  thoroughly  posted  on  the  local 
and  national  questions  of  the  day. 

Mrs.  Gritfin  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  is  active  in  good  work. 
Our  subject  and  his  family  take  an  interest  in  the 
social  and  benevolent  enterprises  of  their  home 
locality,  and  are  ever  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  those  less  fortunate  than  themselves.  Having 
literally  fought  his  upward  way  in  life,  Mr.  Griffin 
is  practically  a  self-made  man.  While  making 
general  agriculture  remunerative,  he  has  also  prof- 
itably engaged  in  raising  sheep  ever  since  he  set- 
tled in  Cass  County.  Financially  prospered  and 
surrounded  by  a  happy  family,  our  subject  also 
possesses  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  friends  and 
neighbors,  his  useful  life  being  crowned  in  the 
evening  of  his  days  with  many  blessings. 


-^^[ 


m^ 


H 


1^^- 


f(_  IRAM  HARWOOD,  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Cass  County,  Mich.,  was  born 
in  Vermont,  in  1792.  He  grew  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  State,  and  was  there 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sylvia  Reed,  of  Ben- 
nington. For  some  time  the  husband  and  wife 
made  their  home  in  western  New  York,  and  unto 
them  were  born  six  children,  who  survived  to  adult 
age,  and  with  their  parents  were  numbered  among 
the  first  settlers  of  Cass  County.  In  1831  the 
Harwoods  came  with  teams  via  the  Erie  Canal  and 
Detroit  and  across  the  southern  part  of  Michigan 
to  Three  Rivers,  St.  Joseph  County,  where  they  re- 
mained for  six  years.  During  the  first  winter  the 
family   was  quartered  in  a  trader's  bark  shanty, 
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their  table  being  an  old  chest,  and  their  scanty 
meals  frequently  consisting  of  nothing  but  pota- 
toes and  salt.  In  1837,  our  su])ject,  with  his  wife, 
sons  and  daughters,  removed  to  Cass  County,  Mr. 
Harwood  entering  land  in  Newburg  Township^ 
and  locating  upon  section  24,  where  he  erected  a 
log  cabin  on  the  north  bank  of  what  is  now  known 
as  Corey  Lake.  The  eldest  daughter  married  James 
Churchill,  in  Cass  County;  she  and  her  husband 
died  in  Iowa.  Nathan  and  Daniel,  the  two  elder 
sons,  served  in  the  Civil  War,  enlisting  in  1861 
and  1864;  Sarah  died  single;  Silas  was  the  next 
in  Older  of  birth;  and  Betsey  died  soon  after  her 
marriage  with  Pei*ry  Red  way. 

The  second  son,  Daniel  R.,  entered  the  service 
of  the  Government  in  1861  and  joined  the  ranks 
of  the  Eleventh  Michigan  Infantry.  He  remained 
in  active  military  duty  until  1864,  when  he  re- 
turned home.  He  is  now  a  resident  of  Lincoln, 
Neb.  In  that  same  year  Nathan  enlisted  in  the 
Fourteenth  Michigan  Light  Artillery  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  Nathan  Harwood  was 
born  in  Vermont,  in  1821,  and  was  but  a  young 
lad  when  he  emigrated  to  the  West.  He  worked 
on  his  father's  farm  until  he  had  passed  his  ma- 
jority. In  1846  he  was  married  to  Miss  Diantha 
Brown,  who  became  the  mother  of  four  children: 
Phineas,  Irving,  Silas  and  Linus  H.,  all  now  resi- 
dents of  Oceana  County,  Mich.  Nathan  Harwood 
has  three  times  entered  the  bonds  of  matrimon\\ 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Reed,  and  he  made  Miss  Sarah  A.  Decker  his 
third  wife.  One  son  and  six  daughters  were  born 
of  this  union.  Two  of  the  daughters  are  de- 
ceased. Nathan  Harwood  owns  and  manages  a  fine 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen  acres.  Politi- 
cally, he  is  a  Republican,  and  takes  a  deep  inter- 
est in  the  local  and  national  affairs  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, to  which  he  gave  faithful  service  in  its 
hour  of  need.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  are  active 
workers  in  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  that  de- 
nomination. He  has  never  been  a  member  of  any 
secret  society,  but,  a  public-spirited  citizen,  has 
filled  official  positions  of  trust,  and  commands  the 
high  regard  of  all  his  fellow-townsmen. 

Silas  Harwood,  the  youngest  son  of  our  subject, 


was  born  in  1828,  and  since  1837  has  been  a  con- 
stant resident  of  Cass  County,  living  all  these 
years  on  the  farm  which  he  yet  makes  his  home. 
He  received  a  limited  education  in  the  nearest  dis- 
trict schools,  but  most  frequently  pursued  his 
studies  by  the  fireplace  at  night,  after  working 
hard  all  day  on  the  farm.  He  was  married  in  1856 
to  Miss  Nancy  L.  Denio.  Four  children  blessed 
the  home.  Fred,  the  eldest,  is  an  operator  at  How- 
ard City;  Milo  D.  was  the  second  child;  Edward 
E.  is  a  prosperous  lawyer  at  Three  Rivers;  Ida  M. 
is  the  wife  of  Mark  Rockwell,  M.  D.,  Benton  Har- 
bor. Dr.  Rockwell  is  a  graduate  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Ann  Arbor,  and  completed  his  studies  in 
the  medical  department.  Politically,  Silas  Har- 
wood is  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  has  occupied 
with  abilitj^  various  offices,  and  has  long  been  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Newburg  Township.  He 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years  and 
has  also  been  Supervisor  for  a  number  of  terms. 
He  held  the  position  of  Town  Trustee  three  years, 
and  in  the  discharge  of  the  various  duties  assigned 
to  him  gave  universal  satisfaction  to  his  friends 
and  constituents.  Fraternally,  he  is  connected 
with  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons,  and  is 
a  valued  member  of  the  chapter  at  Three  Rivers. 
When  our  subject  first  located  in  Cass  County 
the  family  had  but  very  few  neighbors,  and  there 
were  only  eight  voters  at  the  first  political  meet- 
ing held  in  the  townsliip.  Hiram  Harwood  held 
the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  the  greater  por- 
tion of  his  life.  He  was  appointed  to  the  position 
while  the  State  was  3^et  a  Territory,  and  continued 
in  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  almost  in- 
cessantly up  to  the  day  of  his  death.  He  was  also 
for  many  years  one  of  the  most  efficient  Super- 
visors of  the  township,  and  to  his  efforts  local 
progress  and  improvements  were  mainly  due.  A 
man  of  noble  and  generous  nature,  yet  practical, 
energetic  and  enterprising,  our  subject  was  es- 
pecially adapted  to  meet  and  overcome  the  trials 
and  privations  incidental  to  the  settlement  of  a 
new  country.  From  the  day  of  his  arrival  he  was 
a  leader  in  Newburg  Township.  The  patriotism 
which  led  him,  a  mere  lad,  to  enlist  in  the  War  of 
1812  distinguished  him  throughout  his  life,  and 
when    he    passed   to  his  rest  in  1874,  he  was  sin- 
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cerely  mourned  by  all  the  residents  of  the  county 
in  which  he  liad  lived  thirty -seven  useful  years. 
The  father  of  Hiram  was  Zachariah  Harwood,  who 
was  probably  a  native  of  Vermont.  He  was  a  di- 
rect descendant  of  EngJish  ancestry,  and  his  fore- 
fathers are  supposed  to  have  l)een  among  the  Pil- 
grim Fathers  of  the  "Mayflower." 


^'-^■■^■^■■^— "H^l^m-U^ 


j^  ETER  WOMER,  a  leading  citizen  and  en- 
j)  terprising  agriculturist,  of  fine  executive 
ability,  now  residing  ui)on  his  valuable 
homestead,  located  upon  section  7,  Bertrand 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  has  with 
efficiency  discharged  the  duties  of  various  town 
offices,  and  is  widely  known  as  an  energetic  and 
public-spirited  man,  ably  assisting  in  the  pro- 
gressive interests  and  rapid  advancement  of  his 
home  locality.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Union 
County,  Pa.,  February  28,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of 
Michael  and  Elizabeth  (Frain)  Womer.  His  father 
was  also  a  native  of  the  Quaker  State,  and  was 
likewise  born  in  Union  County,  where  he  spent 
the  days  of  boyhood,  and,  arriving  at  mature  age, 
began  life  for  himself,  was  married  and  settled 
down  to  the  dail}^  cares  of  a  family.  He  liad  been 
trained  into  agricultural  pursuits,  and  was  a  farmer, 
patiently  cultivating  the  soil  of  the  old  homestead, 
when  he  finally  determined  to  try  his  fortunes  in 
the  broader  West,  and  came  to  l^errien  County, 
Mich.  Here  he  located  on  i*ange  17,  section  7, 
Bertrand  Township,  and  lived  on  this  homestead 
many  seasons,  but,  arrived  at  four-score  years, 
passed  the  evening  of  his  days  in  Pennsylvania, 
among  the  scenes  of  early  youth,  dying  June  16, 
1893. 

The  paternal  grandfather,  Daniel  Womer,  was 
born  in  Pennsyiv^ania,  in  1777,  his  parents  having 
emigrated  from  Germany  to  the  United  States. 
The  mother  and  the  maternal  grandfather  Frain 
weie  both  native  Pennsjlvanians,  but  their  im- 
mediate ancestors  were  of  German  birth.  The 
mother  died  in  February,  1891,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.     Nine  children,  seven  sons  arid 


two  daughters,  blessed  the  home.  The  brothers 
and  sisters  are  oil  living,  all  married,  and  all  have 
families.  The  sons  are,  in  the  order  of  their  birth: 
Peter;  Michael  L.,  a  resident  of  Penns^dvania; 
John,  also  a  citizen  of  Pennsylvania;  Dr.  Henry 
Womer,  of  Johnstown,  Pa.;  Lewis,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; Wilson,  of  Bertrand  Township;  and 
Davis,  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Womer  was  the 
eldest  of  the  famil}-,  and  was  educated  in  his  birth- 
place. He  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpen- 
ter's trade,  and  at  twent^^-one  years  of  age  began 
work  in  Mansfield,  Ohio.  For  ten  years  he  was  a 
carpenter  and  builder,  in  both  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio,  and  depended  principally  upon  job  work. 

In  1862,  in  Pennsylvania,  Peter  Womer  and 
Miss  Mary  Ellen  Lease  were  united  in  marriage. 
The  estimable  bride  was  the  daughter  of  Pennsyl- 
vania people,  who  were  of  p]nglish  descent.  She 
survived  her  marriage  but  three  years,  passing 
away  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  April,  1865.  She  was  the 
mother  of  one  child,  who  died  before  her.  After 
her  death  our  subject  returned  to  his  native  State, 
and  readily  found  employment.  In  the  spring  of 
1866  he  came  West,  settled  in  Elkhart,  Ind.,  and 
followed  his  trade  there  for  the  summer.  March 
10,  1867,  Mr.  Womer  for  a  second  time  wedded, 
then  manning  Miss  Sarah  Rough,  a  daughter  of 
David  and  Anna  Rough.  Mrs.  Womer  was  but 
eight  years  of  age  when  her  father  located  in 
Berrien  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 
Immediately  following  this  marriage,  our  subject 
made  his  permanent  home  on  section  7,  Bertrand 
Township,  and  devoted  himself  to  general  farming 
with  most  profitable  results.  Financially  pros- 
pered, he  erected  in  1885,  at  a  cost  of  $6,000, 
one  of  the  handsomest  and  most  commodious 
residences  in  this  part  of  the  State.  A  finely 
finished  and  capacious  barn  was  soon  after  com- 
pleted at  a  cost  of  12,000,  making  the  attractive 
homestead  a  valuable  country  estate,  second  to  none 
in  Benien  County.  Mr.  Womer,  however,  in  1884 
retired  from  the  active  superintendence  of  agri- 
cultural duties,  the  supervision  of  his  large  landed 
interests  now  occupying  much  of  his  time. 

He  is  the  owner  of  about  twelve  hundred  and 
thirty-two  acres  of  land,  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  acres  of  which,  located   in   Bertrand  Town- 
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ship,  are  divided  into  four  farms.  A  hundred  and 
twenty-five  acre  tract  is  in  Gaiien  Township.  Two 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  are  in  St.  Joseph  County, 
Ind.  The  various  farms  are  rented,  and  mostly 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Our  subject  is 
a  large  stockholder  in  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Niles.  and  is  numbered  among  the  moneyed  men 
of  Berrien  Count}'.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Womer  are  the 
parents  of  one  son,  William  A.  Womer,  born  June 
13,  1869.  The  son  has  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  an 
excellent  education,  and  is  engaged  upon  the 
home  farm.  Politically,  Peter  Womer  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  platform  of  true 
Democracy.  Reserved  as  Supervisor  in  1877, and 
in  1889,  1890  and  1891,  elected  and  re-elected  to 
the  same  oflQce,  has  proven  an  important  factor  in 
local  progress,  ever  discharging  the  trusts  devolv- 
ing upon  him  with  able  and  faithful  fidelity  to  the 
public  welfare.  During  his  many  years'  residence 
in  Berrien  County,  our  subject  has  been  promi- 
nently associated  with  the  growth  of  social,  religi- 
ous and  business  enterprise,  and,  an  active  member 
of  Zion  Church,  has  aided  liberally  in  the  support 
and  rapid  advancement  of  its  good  work.  Mr. 
Womer,  well  known  throughout  Berrien  County 
and  esteemed  as  a  neighbor,  friend  and  citizen, 
commands  the  confidence  of  the  general  public. 


-^=^#^il-^H^«^^ 


^  RTHUR  O.  ULLREY,  M.  D.,  of  Niles,  is  a 
LA  native  of  Berrien  County  and  was  born  in 
li  Pipestone  Township  July  24,  1862.  He 
is  the  son  of  David  H.  and  Angeline 
(Schnorf)  Ullrey,  and  his  father  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Michigan,  having  emigrated  hither  in 
an  early  day  from  his  native  State,  Ohio.  Grand- 
father John  Ullrey,  likewise  a  native  of  the  Buck- 
eye State,  removed  with  his  family  to  Michigan, 
and,  purchasing  some  land  in  Berrien  County, 
devoted  his  attention  to  the  clearing  and  improv- 
ing of  the  place,  which  through  his  efforts  was 
developed  into  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  this 
section  of  the  country.  Some  years  prior  to  his 
death  he  moved  to  Niles,  and  there  he  closed  his 


eyes  to  the  busy  scenes  of  earth  during  the  year 
1892.  At  the  time  of  his  demise  he  had  attained 
to  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 

At  the  time  the  family  removed  to  Michigan, 
David  H.  Ullrey  was  a  young  man  and  he  engaged 
in  farming  pursuits  in  the  new  home.  After  his 
marriage  he  located  on  a  farm  in  Berrien  County, 
but  after  a  time  returned  to  the  old  homestead  in 
Berrien  Township,  where  he  and  his  wife  now  re- 
side. They  are  a  worthy  couple,  kind  and  oblig- 
ing, and  are  held  in  high  esteem  throughout  this 
community  where  they  have  lived  for  so  many 
years.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
Arthur  being  the  eldest  of  the  number.  He  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm  and  was  early  trained  to 
habits  of  industry  and  usefulness.  His  boyhood 
was  passed  alternately  in  tiie  schoolroom  and  upon 
the  farm,  and  through  attendance  at  school  and 
practical  experience  he  gained  a  broad  and  liberal 
education. 

When  about  nineteen  years  of  age,  our  subject 
began  to  teach,  and  after  following  that  profes- 
sion for  a  short  time  entered  the  school  at  Niles, 
where  he  carried  on  his  studies  for  one  year.  La- 
ter he  became  a  student  in  the  State  University  of 
Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  completed  the 
literar^^  course.  He  then  went  to  Chicago,  where 
he  entered  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  and 
remained  a  student  there  until  his  graduation  on 
the  25th  of  February,  1886.  Opening  an  office  at 
Three  Oaks,  Mich.,  he  remained  in  practice  in  that 
city  for  a  period  of  two  and  one-half  years,  after 
which  he  practiced  his  profession  at  South  Bend, 
Ind.,  for  nine  months.  The  year  1889  witnessed 
his  arrival  in  Niles,  where  he  opened  an  office  and 
has  since  conducted  a  large  and  profitable  practice. 
As  a  practitioner  he  has  established  an  enviable 
reputation  for  skill  and  proficiency,  and  is  highly 
regarded  in  professional  circles.  He  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy, 
and  keeps  abreast  with  ever}^  improvement  and 
development  in  the  science  of  therapeutics. 

In  the  spring  of  1888  Dr.  Ullrey  married  Miss 
Adda  Wilcox,  who  at  that  time  resided  in  Three 
Oaks,  Mich.  She  died  on  the  4th  of  February, 
1890,  leaving  a  large  circle  of  friends,  who 
mourned    her    loss   and    s^^mpathized    with    the 
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Doctor  in  his  bereavement.  Socially,  Dr.  Ullrey 
is  .a  prominent  and  influential  member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  the  Order  of  Maccabees,  and  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  being  Medical 
Examiner  for  the  latter  order.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber and  Medical  Examiner  for  the  Degree  of 
Honor  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
and  Medical  Examiner  for  the  Ladies  of  Macca- 
bees. 


-g^ 


AMES  F.  HASKINS,  a  prosperous  and  ex- 
tensive general  agriculturist  of  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  is  one  of  the  two  oldest  and 
^  earliest  pioneer  settlers  of  Pipestone  Town- 
ship, now  surviving.  Mr.  ILiskins  was  born  Sep- 
tember 11,  1820,  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.  His  fa- 
ther, William  Haskins,  was  likewise  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State  and  was  an  energetic  farmer.  The 
mother,  Annie  (Anson)  Haskins,  born,  reared  and 
educated  in  New  York,  was  united  in  marriage  in 
her  early  home,  the  parents  soon  after  their  union 
removing  to  Erie  County,  their  residence  for  many 
years.  Finally  journeying  to  the  West,  thej^  re- 
mained for  a  brief  time,  but  later  returned  to  New 
York,  where  the  father  died  in  1879,  the  mother 
having  i)assed  away  a  score  of  3'ears  before,  in  1859. 
William  and  Annie  (Anson)  Haskins  were  the  par- 
ents of  six  children,  two  of  whom  are  living. 
James  F.,  reared  in  a  Quaker  family  upon  a  farm, 
attended  school  in  very  early  boyhood,  but  soon 
began  the  struggle  of  daily  toil.  He,  however,  en- 
joyed the  additional  advantage  of  two  terms  of 
instruction  in  an  academy  and  well  profited  by 
the  olTercd  opportunities.  At  seventeen  years  of 
age  he  began  for  himself,  but  had  really  been  self- 
supporting  from  his  tenth  3 ear,  and  before  he  had 
attained  his  majority  had  acquired  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter. 

In  the  fall  of  1843,  our  subject  determined  to 
avail  himself  of  the  broader  advantages  of  the 
West,  and  with  his  wife  and  one  child  drove  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  twenty-one  days  to 
Peoria  County,  HI.,  where  he  remained  with  his 
family  until  1844,  at  which  time  he   rode   a  horse 


to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  a  distance  of  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles,  in  five  days.  He  later  brought 
his  family  to  Michigan  by  wagon  and  settled  in 
Pipestone  Township,  upon  eighty  acres  of  wild 
timber-land.  Building  a  house  and  clearing  the 
farm,  he  remained  in  that  locality  until  1851, 
when  he  settled  in  Berrien  Township,  in  1858  re- 
turning again  to  Pipestone  Township  and  entering 
upon  the  cultivation  of  a  second  farm  of  wild  land 
upon  section  19.  As  before,  he  built  a  frame  house 
and  cleared  land  with  energetic  enterprise,  and 
made  this  place  a  permanent  home  until  1872, 
when  he  settled  in  Shanghai  Corners.  In  1877  our 
subject  finally  located  upon  his  present  farm  on 
section  18,  and  erected  a  substantial  residence  and 
barns  and  made  other  improvements.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  in  1841  with  Miss  Lydia  Stancliflf,  a 
native  of  New  York.  She  died  October  24,  1850, 
and  was  the  mother  of  five  chihlren,  two  of  whom 
are  surviving,  Albert  W.  and  Charles  AY.,  both  of 
whom  served  with  courage  in  the  Sixth  Michigan 
Infantry  during  the  Civil  War,  and  were  under 
the  command  of  Gen.  Butler.  The  3^oungest  of 
the  brothers  was  severely  wounded  at  Ft.  Hudson. 
Some  time  after  the  death  of  the  estimable  wife, 
Mr.  Haskins  a  second  time  entered  the  bonds  of 
wedlock  and  married  Miss  Marilla  Kyther,  a  na- 
tive of  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  who  passed  to  her  rest 
in  1871.  She  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  three  lived  to  maturity  and  now  sur- 
vive: Mary  M.,  wife  of  C.  I).  Jennings;  Lizzie  L., 
wife  of  Albert  M.  Chase;  and  Sarah,  wife  of  Joses 
T.  Reams.  Our  subject  married  his  present  wife, 
Charlotte  (Clark)  Sabin,  a  native  of  New  York,  in 
1871.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haskins  have  no  children. 
Mrs.  Haskins  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Free 
Methodist  Church  and  is  active  in  good  work. 
The  sons  and  daughters  of  our  subject  have  en- 
joyed the  best  educational  advantages  of  their 
home  locality  and  have  attained  to  positions  of 
useful  influence,  and  some  of  them  have  taught 
school.  Mr.  Haskins  has  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  public  affairs  from  his  early  manhood. 
Formerly  a  Democrat,  he  is  now  a  Prohibitionist. 
In  1850  he  served  as  Clerk  of  Pipestone  Township 
and  in  1852  was  elected  Highway  Commissioner.  In 
1853  he  served  as  Supervisor  of  Berrien  Township 
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and  in  1858  became  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  for 
twenty  eight  years  has  discharged  the  duties  of 
the  judicial  position  with  unvarying  and  able 
fidelity  to  the  interests  of  his  fellow-townsmen. 
In  1861  Mr.  Haskins  was  elected  Treasurer  of  Pipe- 
stone Township,  and  was  re-elected  to  the  office 
in  1867.  From  1868  until  1873  he  gave  to  the 
cares  of  Supervisor  close  attention,  and  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Berrien 
County  during  1871,  1872  and  1873  materially 
assisted  in  the  upward  growth  and  rapid  advance- 
ment of  local  progress.  He  was  again,  in  1881,  elec- 
ted Supervisor,  re-elected  in  1882,  and  once  more 
became  Chairman  of  the  County  Board.  Since 
1870  our  subject  has  been  a  Notary  Public,  and  for 
nearly  thirty  years  has  devoted  much  of  his  time 
to  official  work,  giving  universal  satisfaction  to  the 
home  community.  After  the  war  he  became  a  Re- 
publican, but  since  1885  has  thrown  his  influence 
with  the  party  fighting  against  the  liquor  traffic. 
An  admirer  of  Jefferson,  Mr.  Haskins  has  been  a 
liberal-spirited  citizen  and  a  leader  in  local  poli- 
tics, excelling  in  debate  and  persuasive  arguments, 
as  well  as  in  practical  work.  He  is  well  known  in 
the  halls  of  conventions  and  as  a  delegate  has  ac- 
quitted himself  with  honor.  For  thirty-five  years 
he  has  been  an  administrator  of  estates  ranging  in 
value  from  $5,000  to  $17,000.  There  is  but  one 
settler  now  in  Pipestone  Township  who  had  ar- 
rived at  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  1844,  and  he  is 
our  subject.  For  nearly  a  half-century  the  name 
of  James  F.  Haskins  has  been  known  and  regarded 
with  high  esteem  in  Berrien  County. 


JOHN  CURRAN,  an  energetic  and  enterpris- 
ing citizen  and  thoroughly  practical  gen- 
eral agriculturist,  owns  a  fine  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  forty-four  acres,  pleasantly 
located  upon  section  15,  Bertrand  Township,  Ber- 
rien County,  Mich.  The  fertile  land,  well  tilled, 
annually  yields  an  abundant  harvest,  and  the  in- 
dustry, thrift  and  excellent  management  of  the 
owner  of  the  homestead  are  evidenced  by  the  sub- 


stantial improvements,  the  attractive  and  commo- 
dious residence,  the  good  barns  and  outbuildings. 
For  many  years  our  subject  has  been  intimately 
connected  with  the  local  enterprises  and  swift  ad- 
vancement of  the  best  interests  of  Berrien  County. 
He  is  well  known  and  commands  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  his  old-time  friends  and  fellow- 
townsmen.  John  Curran  was  born  July  29,  1844, 
in  Oswego,  N.  Y.  His  father,  Patrick  Curran,  was 
a  native  of  Ireland  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  when  a  young  man.  He  settled  in  Oswego 
County  on  a  farm.  He  had  previousl}^  been  mar- 
ried in  Ireland,  where  the  three  eldest  children 
were  born. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Ellen  (Allen)  Cur- 
ran, was,  like  her  husband,  a  native  of  the  Emer- 
ald Isle.  The  father  and  mother  made  their  home 
in  Oswego  County  until  they  removed  to  the 
farther  West,  and  in  1846  journeyed  to  Bertrand 
Township,  Berrien  County.  Here  the  father  en- 
tered with  renewed  energy  into  the  tilling  of  the 
soil  and  cultivated  a  farm  for  some  years.  He 
finally  settled  in  Notre  Dame,  Ind.,  where  he  died 
in  his  seventy-eighth  year.  His  wife  remained  on 
the  old  homestead  after  his  demise.  She  was  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  now 
living.  Our  subject  is  the  fifth  child  and  third 
son  and  was  but  two  years  of  age  when  he  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Michigan.  He  attended 
the  schools  of  Bertrand  Township,  and  also  enjoyed 
the  benefit  of  instruction  at  Notre  Dame.  Mr. 
Curran  remained  with  his  father  until  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority,  and  two  years  later,  January 
8,  1865,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucinda 
Blake,  a  native  of  Indiana  and  born  in  Jasper 
County. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  settled  in  Ber- 
trand Township  on  section  16,  and  made  their  home 
there  for  two  years,  then  removed  to  their  present 
locality.  Mr.  Curran  in  1868  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm,  which  had  at  that  time  but  few  improve- 
ments and  none  of  any  special  value.  The  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curran  has  been  blessed  b}'  the 
presence  of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  James  Welsh,  and 
resides  in  South  Bend,  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind. 
Emma  A.,  Thomas  E.,  Laura,  James  and  Frank  are 
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all  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curran  and  their  fam- 
ily are  leading  factors  in  the  social  and  benevo- 
lent enterprises  of  their  locality.  They  are  known 
as  liberal  givers  in  all  matters  tending  to  promote 
the  public  good,  and  are  ever  ready  to  extend  a 
helping  hand  to  others  less  fortunate  than  them- 
selves. Politically,  Mr.  Curran  is  a  Democrat  and 
votes  that  ticket  at  National  elections,  but  in  lo- 
cal offices  votes  for  the  best  man  for  the  position, 
regardless  of  party  considerations. 


p^nOMAS  SPIERS.  The  prosperity  of  Berrien 
County,  and  its  high  standing  in  the  galaxy 
of  Michigan  counties,  are  due  in  no  small 
measure  to  the  people  of  P^nglish  birth  or  parent- 
age who  are  residents  here.  Among  those  who 
have  crossed  the  ocean  and  exchanged  a  home  in 
the  Queen's  dominion  for  one  in  the  Republic  of 
the  United  States,  mention  should  be  made  of  Mr. 
Spiers.  For  man}^  years  in  business  at  Benton 
Harbor,  he  now  lives  retired,  and  as  he  possesses  a 
competency  he  has  surrounded  himself  with  all  the 
comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

The  son  of  George  and  Mary  Spiers,  our  subject' 
was  born  in  Gravesend,  England,  December  21, 
1820,  and  acquired  a  good  practical  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  village.  In  1838,  when 
a  youth  of  eighteen,  he  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  Canada,  where  he  served  for  ten  years 
in  the  British  regular  army  in  Quebec.  In  1848 
he  removed  from  Canada  to  Three  Mile  Bay, 
Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  worked  at  the 
trade  of  a  tailor,  which  he  had  learned  prior  to 
his  emigration  to  America. 

Although  not  an  American  by  birth,  Mr.  Spiers 
possessed  the  truest  patriotic  spirit  and  was  roused 
to  action  by  the  attack  on  Ft.  Sumter.  October 
14,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  H, 
Thirty-fifth  New  York  Infantry,  and  served  for 
twenty-two  months,  when  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged, his  term  of  enlistment  having  expired. 
In  January,  1864,  he    re-enlisted  as  a   member  of 


the  Second  New  York  Artillery,  and  participated 
in  all  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness  and  the  numer- 
ous engagements  of  Grant's  army.  In  September, 
1865,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  mustered 
out  of  service  at  Crosby,  N.  Y. 

Coming  to  Michigan  in  1867,  Mr.  Spiers  settled 
in  Benton  Harbor  and  commenced  to  work  at  his 
trade,  being  the  first  merchant  tailor  in  the  vil- 
lage. He  soon  gained  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
and  both  in  business  and  social  circles  has  always 
been  quite  popular.  Politically,  he  afliliates  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  both  in  local  and  na- 
tional elections  casts  his  ballot  for  the  candidates 
of  that  political  organization.  The  lady  who,  in 
1851,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mr.  Spiers  was 
Miss  Eliza  Dike,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  the 
daughter  of  Charles  Dike,  also  a  native  of  that  State. 
The  first  representatives  of  the  Dike  family  in  the 
United  States  crossed  in  the  -'Mayflower''  and 
thenceforth  they  and  their  descendants  were  close- 
ly connected  with  the  progress  of  their  various 
communities.  Grandfather  Nathan  Dike  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Spiers  are  the  parents  of  two  children: 
Mary,  wife  of  Sylvester  Warner,  residing  in  Ben- 
ton Harbor;  and  Charles  D.,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.  The  religious  home 
of  the  family  is  in  the  Methodist  P]piscopal  Church, 
of  which  they  are  active  members. 


e^+^i 


^^IDEON  STERNER  was  for  many  years  a 
//[  prominent  citizen  of  Cass  County,  but  is 

%3(  "^^  deceased.  He  was  connected  with  the 
farming  interests  of  Howard  Township  and  owned 
a  fine  farm  on  sections  17  and  18,  where  he 
engaged  in  general  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is  of 
direct  German  descent,  his  paternal  grandfather 
having  emigrated  from  the  Fatherland  prior  to 
the  War  of  the  Revolution,  in  which  he  took  an 
active  part  as  a  Major.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
Henry  Sterner,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
there  married  Miss  Susan  Kline,  whose  father  was 
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a  man  of  prominence  and  surveyed  the  country 
from  Philadelphia  to  Allen  town,  in  Lehigh  Coun- 
ty. 

Unto  Henry  and  Susan  Sterner  thirteen  sons 
were  born  in  succession,  after  which  three  daugh- 
ters were  added  to  the  family.  All  grew  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood  with  the  exception  of  one 
son,  who  died  in  childhood.  Our  subject  was  the 
fourth  in  order  of  birth  and  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  in  Lehigh  County,  Pa.,  his  birth  occur- 
ring in  November,  1816.  His  youth  was  passed 
somewhat  uneventfully  in  his  native  land,  where 
he  acquired  a  meagre  education.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-five,  he  removed  to  New  York,  where  he 
carried  on  a  general  blacksmith  business  for  about 
four  years  in  Dansviile.  There  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Rebecca  De  Forest. 

In  1852  Mr.  Sterner  came  to  Michigan  and  in 
Cass  County  purchased  the  Richard  Meeks  farm  in 
Howard  Township,  where  he  remained  for  ten 
years.  He  located  on  section  18  during  the  year 
1869,  and  died  here  on  the  20th  of  August,  189K 
mourned  by  a  host  of  warm  personal  friends. 
Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  in  his  social 
connections  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  at  Niles.  A  man  of  Christian  life 
and  religious  belief,  he  was  for  a  number  of  years 
identified  with  the  Lutheran  Church,  having  been 
reared  in  the  faith  of  that  denomination. 

Some  mention  of  the  life  and  parentage  of  Mrs. 
Sterner  will  not  be  amiss  in  this  connection. 
Triphena  Lamberton  was  born  in  Howard  Town- 
ship, Cass  County,  Mich.,  on  the  farm  where  she 
now  resides,  October  21,  1843.  Her  father,  Henry 
Lamberton,  was  a  native  of  Canada,  and  through- 
out his  entire  life  followed  farming  pursuits.  He 
came  to  Michigan  prior  to  its  admission  into  the 
Union,  and  for  a  time  resided  near  Grand  Rapids, 
in  Kent  County,  where  he  entered  two  hundred 
acres  from  the  Government.  After  residing  there 
a  short  time,  he  came  to  Cass  County,  where  he 
lived  until  1883.  He  then  disposed  of  his  prop- 
erty and  removed  to  South  Dakota,  where  he  still 
resides.  His  wife  was  Luama,  daughter  of  William 
Kirk,  a  native  of  Virginia,  who  came  to  Michigan 
during  the  Territorial  days  and  was  among  the 
first  to  settle  in   Cass  County.     He   entered   the 


land  now  constituting  the  farm  belonging  to  Mr. 
Chapin  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Codding.  The 
maternal  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Sterner  was 
James  Kirk,  a  native  of  Scotland,  who  after  emi- 
grating to  the  United  States  participated  in  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

Henr}^  and  Luama  Lamberton  were  the  parents 
of  two  daughters  and  four  sons,  and  five  of  the 
family  grew  to  maturity.  Their  daughter  Triphena 
was  reared  in  the  township  where  she  now  resides, 
and  in  1859,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  married 
the  subject  of  our  sketch.  Three  daughters  and 
three  sons  blessed  the  union,  of  whom  we  note  the 
following:  Emma  Luella  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Rogers,  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Freight  Department  on 
the  West  Michigan  Railroad  at  Muskegon;  George 
A.  is  a  successful  farmer  of  Howard  Township; 
Arthur  resides  in  St.  John's,  Mich;  Bertha,  Grace 
and  Carl  remain  with  their  mother. 

Mrs.  Sterner  is  the  owner  of  two  valuable  farms 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  each,  one  located 
where  she  now  lives,  and  the  other  in  the  same 
township.  Some  of  her  property  she  rents  to  her 
sons,  while  the  home  place  is  conducted  under  lier 
direct  personal  supervision  and  management.  For 
eighteen  years  prior  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Sterner, 
she  had  the  entire  charge  of  the  homestead,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  his  ill  health  prevented  him  from 
taking  any  active  part  in  its  supervision. 


ROSPER  O.  BO  WE,  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres,  compris- 
ing one  of  Berrien  County's  best  farms, 
was  born  .near  the  village  of  Clayton, 
Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  March  26,  1842,  and  is 
the  son  of  Horace  and  Susan  (Clark)  Bowe.  He  is 
of  French  descent,  and  his  ancestors  were  for  a 
number  of  generations  residents  of  Connecticut. 
Grandfather  Bowe  removed  from  Connecticut  af- 
ter the  War  of  1812,  and  settled  at  Clayton,  N.  Y., 
where  he  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years. 
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His  sons  were  Seth,  Henry,  Elijali,  Prosper,  Will- 
iam and  Horace.  One  of  his  daughters  was  Eliza, 
but  the  biographer  has  been  unable  to  learn  the 
names  of  the  other  two.  All  lived  to  a  ripe  old 
age  and  all  reared  families  with  the  exception  of 
Seth. 

The  fatlier  of  our  subject,  Horace  Bowe,  was 
born  in  Connecticut  in  November,  1802,  and  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  New  York,  where  for  a 
time  he  was  employed  by  the  day.  In  1848  he  re- 
moved to  Watertown,  and  there  resided  until  the 
spring  of  1855,  when  he  moved  to  Michigan,  mak- 
ing the  journey  via  water  from  Cape  Vincent  to 
Detroit,  thence  by  rail  to  Bainbridge  Township, 
Berrien  County.  He  embarked  in  farming  pur- 
suits and  did  considerable  pioneer  work  in  connec- 
tion with  developing  his  place.  In  1862  he 
bought  thirty  acres  in  Bangor,  Van  Buren  County, 
this  State,  and  there  remained  until  1880.  In  the 
early  part  of  tliat  year  he  came  to  make  his  home 
with  our  subject,  and  died  here  in  the  following 
November.  His  wife,  who  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, died  in  November,  1882,  aged  seventy- 
six  years. 

The  following-named  children  were  born  to 
Horace  and  Susan  Bowe:  Harriet,  Mrs.  Hamlin, 
who  died  in  Benton  Harbor;  Mrs.  Asenath  Taft, 
of  Nebraska;  Mrs.  Julia  Minnie,  who  died  in 
Bangor,  Mich.;  Seth,  now  of  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  who 
served  during  the  late  war  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany D,  Sixty-sixth  Illinois  Sharpshooters,  and 
was  discharged  as  Sergeant;  Mrs.  Dorcas  Boyer, 
of  Bangor;  Prosper  O.,  of  this  sketch;  and  Gilbert, 
who  was  a  member  of  Company  D,  Sixty-sixth 
Illinois  Sharpshooters,  and  is  now  a  resident  of 
New  Mexico.  The  mother  of  this  family  was  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  father  was  identified  with  the  Whig 
party  and  later  in  life  affiliated  with  the  Republi- 
cans. The  maternal  grandfa4;her  of  our  subject, 
wSeth  Clark,  served  in  the  war  for  independence, 
and  died  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.  He  and  his 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Asenath  Corbin, 
reared  two  sons.  Chandler  and  Lemuel,  and  four 
daughters,  Dorcas,  Betsy,  Abbie  and  Susan. 

A  lad  of  about  eight  years  when  he  accompanied 
liis  parents  to  Michigan,  our  subject  was  reared  to 


manhood  in  Berrien  County.  October  17,  1861, 
he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  D,  Sixty- 
sixth  Illinois  Sharpshooters,  and  with  his  regiment 
participated  in  many  of  the  most  important  en- 
gagements of  the  war,  including  the  battles  of  Ft. 
Donclson,  Pittsburg  Landing,  siege  and  battle  of 
Corinth,  and  the  desperate  engagement  at  luka. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment  he  re- 
enlisted  at  Pulaski,  Mich.,  and  afterward  took  part 
in  all  the  battles  of  the  Atlanta  campaign,  the  last 
engagement  being  that  at  Bentonville,  N.  C.  He 
served  as  one  of  Sherman's  bodyguard  to  the 
headquarters  of  Gen.  Johnson. 

During  his  long  service  Mr.  Bowe  was  fortunate, 
in  that  he  escaped  without  receiving  a  serious 
wound.  He  was  captured  at  Danville,  Miss.,  in 
January,  1863,  and  was  in  prison  for  two  months 
at  Jackson,  Miss.  He  was  one  of  four  hundred 
captured,  of  whom  three  hundred  and  twenty  sur- 
vived their  sixty  days'  confinement.  After  parti- 
cipating in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
he  was  discharged  at  Springfield,  III.,  July  16,  . 
1865.  It  is  now  his  custom  to  hold  an  annual  re- 
union of  his  company  at  his  place,  and  in  August 
of  this  year  (1893)  there  will  be  a  reunion  of  the 
regiment,  Mr.  Bowe  being  President  of  the  organ- 
ization. 

Returning  from  the  front,  Mr.  Bowe  located  in 
Coloma,  Berrien  County,  where  he  worked  in  a 
sawmill  for  five  years.  In  1867  he  purchased  six- 
ty-four acres  on  section  14,  on  Lake  Paw  Paw,  and 
there  he  resided  during  the  summer  of  1867.  In 
1870  he  located  permanently  upon  his  present 
farm,  where  he  now  owns  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-eight acres.  Of  this  tract,  ten  acres  are  set  out 
in  apple  trees,  and  six  acres  in  pear,  peach  and 
cherry  trees.  The  farm  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  best  in  the  county,  and  through  the  exertions 
of  the  owner  is  kept  in  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. 

Politically  a  Republican,  Mr.  Bowe  served  as 
Township  Treasurer  for  tw^o  years  and  was  elected 
Supervisor,  but  refused  to  serve  in  that  capacity. 
Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Honor  and 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  was  married 
February  7,  1864,  to  Miss  Jane  Boyer,  who  was 
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born  in  Bainbridge  Township,  Berrien  County, 
Mich.  Her  parents,  Austin  and  Adelia  (Wetmore) 
Boyer,  were  natives  respectively  of  Sullivan  County 
and  Clayton,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.  Her  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Peter  Boyer,  was  born  in  Con- 
stantinople, Turkey,  his  father  being  a  Frenchman 
and  his  mother  of  English  birth.  They  emigrated 
to  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  where  the  mother  died. 
Afterward  Peter,  who  was  the  only  child  in  the 
famil3%  came  to  Boston  with  his  father,  and  the 
latter  died  in  that  city  of  cholera.  Subsequently, 
Peter  resided  with  his  uncle,  a  Mr.  Starkweather, 
until  his  aunt  died,  when  he  was  bound  out  to 
William  Williams,  a  Massachusetts  farmer. 

After  his  marriage  to  Lydia  Fuller,  Peter  Boyer 
removed  to  Sullivan  County,  N.  Y.,  thence  to 
Jefferson  Count^^,  the  same  State,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1844  he  came  to  Michigan  and  lived  with  his 
children  in  Berrien  County  until  his  death  in  1844, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  His  widow  survived  him 
for  eight  years.  They  reared  four  sons  and  three 
'  daughters,  all  of  whom  married.  The  only  one 
now  living  is  Austin.  Mr.  Boyer  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  he  was  a  Whig  in  politics. 

In  1844  Austin  Boyer  settled  in  Bainbridge 
Township,  where  he  owned  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
acres,  and  in  addition  to  that  property  he  owned 
eighty  acres  in  Van  Buren  County,  both  tracts 
having  been  secured  by  exchange  of  land.  A  Re- 
publican in  politics,  he  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  while  residing  here.  In  1852  he  removed 
to  California  and  spent  four  years  engaged  in 
mining  in  the  Golden  State,  meeting  with  good 
success  in  this  line  of  work.  He  returned  to 
Michigan,  but  did  not  reside  here  permanently. 
In  1859  he  went  to  Lyon  County,  Kan.,  and  re- 
mained there  for  one  summer.  Upon  his  return 
to  Michigan  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  for 
a  time,  and  in  1879  removed  to  California,  where 
he  pursued  mining  occupations  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  now  lives  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Bowe. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowe  are  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Anna  E.,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Frank  Hunt;  Harriet,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Spreen;  Mary, 
who  married  Byron  Pierce;  Lizzie,  Myrtie,  Nellie, 
Julia  and  Lucy,  who  are  at  home  and  are  accom- 


plished and  popular  young  ladies.  With  his  wife 
and  four  daughters,  Mr.  Bowe  holds  membership 
in  the  Congregational  Church,  and  is  always  in- 
terested in  religious  enterprises,  which  he  aids  to 
the  extent  of  his  ability. 


-^=m>^^<m=^- ^ 


J/OHN  JOHNSON.  Throughout  Berrien 
County  there  are  few  names  so  well  known 
as  that  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  recent  incum- 
^^^  bent  of  one  of  the  most  important  olficial 
positions  within  the  gift  of  the  people.  As  Sheriff 
he  displayed  the  possession  of  great  decision  and 
firmness  of  character,  keenness  of  perception  and 
shrewd  discrimination.  In  private  life  his  char- 
acter is  above  reproach.  Through  his  business  en- 
terprises he  has  achieved  success.  He  owns  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well-improved  land, 
the  management  of  which  he  personally  superin- 
tends.    This  is  located  in  Berrien  Township. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  passed  his  entire  life  in  the 
county  where  he  now  makes  his  home.  His  father, 
John  Johnson,  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1803,  being 
the  son  of  John  Johnson,  a  Virginian  by  birth  and 
of  Irish  descent.  In  1828,  accompanied  by  his 
family,  he  came  to  Michigan  and,  purchasing  a  farm 
in  Berrien  Township,  Berrien  County,  commenced 
the  work  of  clearing  and  improving  the  place.  As 
the  years  passed  by,  he  had  the  gratification  of 
witnessing  the  results  of  his  unceasing  toil,  and  his 
estate  was  among  the  best  in  the  county.  Honest 
and  upright,  irreproachable  in  conduct  and  un- 
wavering in  principle,  he  occupied  a  high  place  in 
the  community,  and  his  demise,  which  occurred  in 
1884,  was  deeply  mourned  as  a  public  loss.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Anna  Lybrook,  and 
who  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1803,  passed  from 
the  scenes  of  earth  in  1876. 

The  youngest  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  four 
daughters  and  four  sons,  the  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphical notice  was  born  in  Berrien  Township, 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1845. 
His  early  life  was  passed  amid  the  pioneer  scenes 
of  the  count}',  and  his  education  was  limited  to  the 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


571 


pioneer  schools  of  that  day.  Early  trained  to 
habits  of  usefulness,  lie  aided  his  father  on  the 
farm  and  followed  a<2tricultural  operations  on  the 
old  homestead.  In  1890,  having  been  elected  to 
the  position  of  Sheriff  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
he  removed  to  Berrien  Springs,  where  he  resided 
until  the  exi)iration  of  his  term  of  ofTlce,  when  he 
purchased  the  furniture  establishment  owned  by 
John  llelderbrand,and  in  partnership  with  his  son, 
Henry  B.,  has  since  conducted  a  prosperous  busi- 
ness, the  firm  name  being  J.  Johnson  &  Son. 

October  28,  1868,  occui-red  the  marriage  of  John 
Johnson  and  Miss  Marie  Bartholomew,  tlie  young- 
est daughter  of  Dr.  S.  C.  Bartholomew,  a  promi- 
nent ])hysician  of  Berrien  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Johnson  became  the  parents  of  five  children,  but 
four  died  in  infanc}',  and  the  only  survivor  is 
Henry  B.,  a  young  man  of  great  promise  and  now 
associated  in  business  with  his  father.  In  his 
fraternal  relations  our  subject  is  an  active  member 
of  Western  Star  Lodge  No.  39,  A.  E.  <fe  A.  M.,  at 
Berrien  Springs,  and  St.  Joseph  Valley  Chapter, 
R.  A.  M. 


♦^E=:^=^^ 


ENRY  S  RUNKLE,  a  prominent  citizen  and 
enterprising  general  agriculturist,  owning 
a  handsome  acreage  of  valuable  farming 
^  property  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  was  born 
on  section  19,  Milton  Township  March  13,  1857. 
Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Cool  and  Margaret  (Wil- 
son) Runkle,  early  settlers  of  Cass  County.  The 
Runkles  are  of  German  descent,  and  Adam  Run- 
kle, the  paternal  grandfather,  was  born,  reared  and 
educated  in  the  Fatherland.  An  earnest  and  in- 
telligent man,  he  appreciated  the  advantages  of- 
fered by  American  citizenship  and  emigrated  to 
America,  locating  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  The 
paternal  grandparents  later  made  their  home  in 
the  Quaker  State,  and  finally  settled  near  Morris- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  where  they  died.  Six  children  blessed 
their  home.  The  sons,  four  in  number,  were  Cool 
B.,  Henry,  John  and  Richard,     The  daughters  were 


Sarah,  Matilda,  Euphemia  and  Anna.  The  father 
of  our  subject,  the  eldest  of  the  brothers,  was  born 
in  New  York  in  1817. 

Cool  B.  Runkle,  attaining  to  manhood,  entered 
into  the  bonds  of  matrimony  and  was  thrice  mar- 
ried. His  second  wife  was  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject. She  was  the  daughter  of  James  Wilson,  who 
was  a  Pennsylvania  farmer  and  of  direct  Scotch 
ancestry.  The  maternal  grandmother  of  Mr.  Run- 
kle, Mrs.  Margaret  (Haslett)  Wilson,  survived  her 
husband  and  married  again.  After  the  death  of 
her  second  companion  she  removed  to  Michigan 
and  made  the  long  journey  by  wagon.  A  woman 
of  courageous  endurance  and  fine  character,  she 
yet  survives  and  is  hale  and  hearty.  Of  her  three 
daughters,  Margaret,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
was  the  eldest.  Mrs.  Margaret  (Wilson)  Runkle 
was  the  mother  of  five  children.  The  four  who 
lived  to  adult  age  were  Margaret  Kingsley,  Will- 
iam A.,  Henry  S.,  and  Ida  S.  (deceased).  The 
mother  of  these  sons  and  daughters  passed  away 
in  1882,  beloved  and  mourned  by  all  who  knew 
her.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  throughout  her  life  was  interested  in  the  so- 
cial and  benevolent  enterprises  of  her  home  lo- 
cality. 

The  father  of  Henry  Runkle  removed  with  his 
family  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  in  the  winter  of 
1844,  and  has  been  greatly  prospered,  now  being 
numbered  among  the  substantial  and  moneyed  men 
of  Milton  Township,  and  estimated  by  many  to 
possess  the  largest  share  of  worldly  goods  of  any 
citizen  in  his  locality.  In  common  with  other 
members  of  his  father's  family  our  subject  received 
his  schooling  in  his  home  district.  He  was  early 
trained  into  the  routine  of  farming  work,  and  at 
twenty-one  years  of  age  began  life  for  himsielf  by 
tilling  a  portion  of  his  father's  homestead.  In  the 
spring  of  1883,  Mr.  Runkle  located  upon  sixty 
acres  on  section  18,  Ontwa  Township,  where  he 
now  resides.  He  also  purchased  at  the  same  time 
forty  acres.  He  has  since  bought  four  other  farms 
of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Cass  Count^^ 
making  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  he  has 
accumulated.  Henry  S.  Runkle  and  Miss  Addie 
Smith  were  united  in  marriage  March  25,  1880. 
Mrs.  Runkle  is  a  native  of  Milton  Township,  and 
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is  the  daughter  of  Canon  and  Sarah  (Dunning) 
Smith.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  pioneer  farmer  of  the  town- 
ship, and  originally  came  from  Delaware.  The 
home  of  our  subject  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  three  children:  Ida  A.,  Henry  L.  and  William 
C.  Ambitious  and  energetic,  Mr.  Runkle  has 
steadily  won  his  upward  way,  and,  tinancially  i)ros- 
pered,  occupies  an  enviable  position  in  the  social 
and  business  circles  of  his  home  locality  and  en- 
joys the  best  wishes  and  high  esteem  of  many  life- 
time friends. 


ir@)^©i^^ 


^v^^  MANUEL  G.  EBY,  a  successful  business 
1^  man  of  Three  Oaks,  was  born  in  Charles- 
/IL^  ton,  Va.,  March  12,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of 
William  Eb3^  His  father  was  born  and  reared  in 
the  Old  Dominion,  and  there  married  Miss  Jane, 
daughter  of  Adam  Grubb,  both  natives  of  Vir- 
ginia. About  1832  they  moved  West  to  Ohio  and 
located  in  Springfield,  where  Mr.  Eb}^  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer  and  also  engaged  in  the 
grocery  and  other  business.  He  remained  a  resi- 
dent of  Springfield  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1872.  His  wife  passed  from  earth  two  years 
after  his  demise. 

There  were  born  of  the  union  of  William  and 
Jane  Eby  eight  children,  of  whom  six  grew  to 
manhood  and  womanhood,  and  are  now  living. 
They  are:  William,  who  is  book-keeper  for  a  cof- 
fee house  in  Columbus,  Ohio;  Catherine,  the  wife 
of  James  Johnson,  a  carpenter  of  Springfield,  Ohio; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Daniel  Smith,  pastor  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  at  Mansfield,  Ohio;  E.  G.; 
William  and  Maria.  Louis,  a  saddler  by  trade, 
died  at  Springfield,  Ohio;  and  Maria,  Mrs.  John 
M.  Newkirk,  died  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  The  father 
of  this  family  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and 
held  a  number  of  local  positions,  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  City  Council  and  also  as  Overseer 
of  the  Poor.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Spring- 
field and  w^as  prominently  connected  with  its  best 
interests. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  in  Spring- 


field, and  acquired  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
that  city.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  commenced  to 
learn  the  trade  of  a  harness-maker  under  Peter 
Moody,  and  was  employed  at  his  trade  in  Spring- 
field until  1868.  At  that  time,  accompanied  b}^ 
his  family,  he  removed  to  Michigan  and,  locating 
in  Three  Oaks,  embarked  in  the  harness  business. 
He  has  since  been  engaged  in  this  line  and  has 
met  with  success,  being  a  man  of  good  judgment, 
excellent  capabilities  and  sound  common-sense. 
He  carries  a  complete  stock  of  harness,  whips,  etc., 
and  has  a  large  trade  from  the  people  of  Three 
Oaks  and  the  surrounding  country. 

At  Elgin,  111.,  in  1854,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Eby  to  Miss  Sophia  M.,  the  daughter  of  Jasper 
Peet,  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  a 
prominent  stove  dealer  in  Springfield,  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Eby  was  also  born  in  New  York,  and  was  there 
reared  to  womanhood,  removing  to  Springfield, 
Ohio,  with  her  parents  in  1849.  Mr.  Eby  has  a 
family  of  two  children:  Flora  L.,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Sidney  A.  Munger,  a  jeweler  residing  in  Sturgis, 
Mich.;  and  P^dward  K.,  who  is  in  the  employ  of 
the  Mackinaw  Railroad,  being  agent  at  Gaylord, 
Mich.  A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Eby  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council  for  sev- 
eral years  and  is  still  officiating  in  that  capacity. 
He  has  rendered  efficient  service  as  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  and  has  been  Treasurer  of 
the  town  for  a  number  of  years.  Socially,  he  is 
identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  has 
held  several  offices  in  the  lodge.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church  and 
are  liberal  contributors  to  religious  enterprises. 


?-<— rw- 


DAMS  YUND,  the  owner  of  one  of  St.  Jo- 
seph Township's  fine  fruit  farms,  and  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Berrien  County,  was 
born  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  19lii 
of  December,  1847.  He  is  the  son  of  Samuel  Yund, 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  removed  to  New 
York  State  in  his  childhood,  and  grew  to  man- 
hood in  Yates  County,  his  youth  being  devoted 
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mainly  to  farm  work.  In  the  Empire  State  he 
mnrried  Miss  Deborah,  the  daughter  of  Aaron  Put- 
ney, and  the  young  couple,  locating  in  Yates 
County,  made  it  their  home  until  1853.  During 
that  year  they  removed  to  Michigan  and  made 
settlement  in  Bainbridge  Township,  Berrien  Coun- 
ty, where  Mr.  Yund  purchased  a  tract  of  land. 
This  lie  cleared  and  improved  and  devoted  to 
agricultural  purposes,  and  at  the  present  time 
(1893)  he  still  makes  it  his  home,  having  now  at- 
tained to  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-six   years. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  four  children: 
Adams;  Eleanor  J.,  the  wife  of  W.  Peters,  a  resi- 
dent of  St.  Joseph  Township;  Philip  James,  who 
is  a  farmer  of  Bainbridge  Township;  and  Charles 
Aaron,  .who  is  a  railroad  employe.  At  the  age  of 
six  years,  our  subject  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Michigan,  and  grew  to  manhood  upon  his  father's 
farm  in  Bainbridge  Township.  In  his  youth  he 
was  the  reci[)ient  of  common-school  advantages, 
and  the  ktiowledge  acquired  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  his  instructors  has  been  supplemented  by 
a  general  course  of  reading  and  close  observation, 
so  that  he  is  now  a  well-informed  man. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Yund  occurred  October  7, 
1868,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Clara,  daughter 
of  Harvey  Austin,  a  prominent  resident  of  Cal- 
houn County,  Mich.  Mrs.  Yund  was  born  in  the 
same  county,  where,  with  the  aid  of  fair  educa- 
tional advantages  and  wise  training  on  the  part  of 
her  parents,  she  grew  to  a  noble  womanhood,  well 
fitted  to  become  the  etficient  helpmate  of  her  hus- 
band. For  five  years  following  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Yund  resided  in  Kecler  Township,  Van  Buren 
County,  where  he  operated  land  which  he  had 
purchased.  Upon  coming  to  Berrien  County,  he 
bought  his  present  property,  in  1873,  and  through 
the  improvements  which  he  has  added,  has  ma- 
terially increased  the  value  of  the  place. 

The  deepest  bereavement  of  Mr.  Yund's  mar- 
ried life  was  the  loss  of  his  son,  Irving  H.,  his 
only  child,  a  bright  and  promising  young  man 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  who  was  killed  at  Minn- 
eapolis, Minn.,  on  the  5th  of  September,  1892. 
Just  prior  to  his  death  he  had  been  appointed  con- 
ductor on  the  Great  Northern  Railroad,  and  while 
bis  car  was  passing  through  a  covered  bridge  he 


was  struck  by  the  bridge  and  almost  instanta- 
neously killed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yund  occupy  a  high 
position  socially,  and  are  held  in  the  highest  re- 
gard by  their  neighbors  and  acquaintances.  They 
are  people  possessing  genuine  worth  of  character 
and  high  nobility. 

The  farm  belonging  to  Mr.  Yund  consists  of 
ten  acres  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  de- 
voted to  the  raising  of  all  varieties  of  small  fruits. 
A  Republican  politically,  he  has  served  as  High- 
way Commissioner,  and  filled  other  local  positions 
of  trust.  He,  however,  is  not  solicitous  of  public 
office,  preferring  to  devote  his  attention  exclu- 
sively to  his  business.  In  his  social  relations,  he 
is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  belonging  to  Bennett  Lodge  at  St.  Joseph, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  encampment. 


UGENE  W.  CRIBBS,  an  influential  citizen 
J^  of  Benton  Township  and  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  southwestern  Michigan, 
was  born  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  June  7,  1845, 
and  is  of  German  descent  on  his  father's  side.  His 
father,  Jacob,  was  the  son  of  George  Cribbs  and 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Berrien  County, 
coming  hither  in  the  pioneer  days  and  becoming 
closely  associated  with  the  development  of  the  re- 
sources of  this  part  of  the  State.  His  occupation 
was  that  of  a  farmer,  and  although  he  never  gained 
great  wealth  through  his  agricultural  operations, 
yet  he  secured  a  competency  and  was  enabled  to 
surround  his  family  with  the  comforts  of  life.  His 
wife  was  Janett  B.  McKeyes,  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  McKeyes,  who  lo- 
cated in  Berrien  County  in  1830. 

In  the  schools  of  Berrien  County  our  subject 
gained  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  "three  R's,'' 
and  by  subsequent  reading  and  the  exercise  of 
close  observation  he  acquired  a  broad  and  liberal 
knowledge  of  men  and  things.  Upon  reaching  his 
majority,  he  engaged  in  the  buying  and  shipping 
of  stock,  and  continued  in  that  business  until  1880. 
During  that  year  he  removed  to  Van  Buren  County 
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and,  locating  upon  a  farm  there,  commenced  to  till 
the  soil,  and  in  addition  to  general  farming  opera- 
tions he  also  was  extensively  occupied  as  a  stock- 
raiser.  For  ten  years  he  resided  in  that  county, 
where  he  became  well  known  as  a  successful  farmer 
and  enterprising  citizen.  In  1890  he  came  to  the 
place  he  now  occupies,  just  outside  of  the  city 
limits  of  Benton  Harbor,  and  has  since  made  his 
liome  in  this  place,  being  now  engaged  in  business 
as  a  breeder  of  trotting-horses.  He  owns  a  num- 
ber of  fine  horses,  which  he  has  raised  and  trained. 

When  less  than  twenty  years  of  age  Mr.  Cribbs 
enlisted  in  1864  as  a  member  of  the  United  States 
army,  belonging  to  the  Sixteenth  Michigan  Infan- 
try, which  was  assigned  to  the  Fifth  Army  Crops. 
lie  rendered  faithful  and  efficient  service  in  defense 
of  the  Union  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he 
was  mustered  out  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Politically, 
he  makes  it  his  constant  aim  to  promote  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Republican  party,  of  which  he  is  an  in- 
fluential member.  An  enterprising  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  he  may  always  be  relied  upon  to 
give  his  support  toward  the  measures  calculated  to 
advance  the  welfare  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Cribbs  has  a  comfortable  home  on  the  corner 
of  Brittain  and  Fair  Avenues  and  is  also  the  owner 
of  other  real  estate.  He  was  married  October  16, 
1866,  to  Miss  Nettie,  daughter  of  James  and  Ann 
(Putney)  Peters,  natives  of  New  York.  Mrs. 
Cribbs  is  also  a  native  of  the  same  State.  Three 
children  have  been  born  of  this  union:  Jennie  B., 
wife  of  Irving  Evans  and  a  resident  of  Athens, 
111.;  Ernest  E.  and  Willard  C. 


JOHN  J.  BROOKS,  a  prosperous  farmer  re- 
siding in  Watervliet  Township,  Berrien 
County,  was  born  in  Burlington,  Vt.,  June 
24,  1829,  and  is  the  son  of  Christopher  and 
Eliza  (Nobles)  Brooks.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Brooks,  was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
whence  about  1826  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  in  Ontario,  Canada,  locating  with 
his  son  John  upon  a  farm,  where  he  remained  until 


his  death.  In  religion,  he  was  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  was 
a  man  of  earnest  life  and  character. 

Christopher  Brooks  was  born  in  Ireland  and  ac^ 
companied  his  father  to  America,  where  he  settled 
in  Burlington,  Vt.  Later  he  removed  to  Richmond, 
and  thence  to  Jericho,  Vt.,  where  his  death  occurred 
in  1885,  at  the  age  of  four-score  years  and  two. 
He  was  three  times  married.  Of  his  first  union  ten 
children  were  born,  of  whom  the  following  were 
reared  to  manhood  and  womanhood:  Mary,  Mar- 
garet, Noble,  James,  Christopher,  John  and  Thomas. 
William  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  The  second 
wife  of  Christopher  Brooks  was  a  Mrs.  Stockwell, 
who  bore  him  one  child,  Eliza.  Afterward  he  was 
united  with  Mrs.  Mary  Morehead,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  three  children,  Isaac,  Henry, 
and  Columbia,  who  died  in  childhood. 

The  first  wife  of  Christopher  Brooks  was  the 
mother  of  our  subject.  She  was  born  in  Ireland, 
and  died  in  Vermont  in  1839.  In  her  religious 
affiliations,  she  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  with  which  Mr.  Brooks  was  also  iden- 
tified. At  the  age  of  eleven  years  our  subject  left 
home  and  has  earned  his  support  since  that  early 
age.  Until  he  was  fourteen  he  made  his  home  with 
William  Williams,  for  whom  he  worked  for  his 
board  and  clothes.  Afterward  he  worked  for  wages 
until  he  was  twenty-seven,  when  he  commenced  to 
work  at  his  trade  of  a  carpenter.  He  followed 
that  occupation  until  1865,  and  since  that  time  has 
devoted  his  attention  to  agriculture. 

In  1854,  Mr.  Brooks  moved  to  Massachusetts  and 
three  years  later  he  sought  a  home  in  the  far  West,  as 
Michigan  was  then  considered.  He  went  first  to  Paw 
Paw,  and  from  there  moved  to  Watervliet  Town- 
ship in  1856.  He  has  been  prominently  connected 
with  public  matters  of  interest  and  importance  in 
this  township,  and  is  one  of  its  enterprising  and 
popular  citizens.  Formerly  he  voted  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  but  since  1884  he  has  been  identified 
with  the  Prohibitionists.  He  has  filled  a  number 
of  township  offices  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Brooks  united  him 
with  Miss  E valine  Redding,  who  was  born  in  St. 
Joseph  County,  Ind.,  being  the  daughter  of  Rev, 
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James  Redding,  a  minister  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
co[)al  Church.  One  child  was  born  of  the  union, 
Minnie  E.,  wife  of  James  Herron.  Mrs.  Evaline 
Hrooks  died  in  June,  1864.  Mr.  Brooks  was  after- 
ward again  married,  choosing  as  his  wife  Mrs.  Mary 
Lincohi,  a  native  of  Morgan  County,  Ohio.  Her 
first  husband,  Charles  Lincoln,  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  the  Union  during  the  late  war,  becom- 
ing a  member  of  the  Fourth  Michigan  Infantry, 
and  died  while  in  active  service  on  New  Year's 
Day.  1863.  Mrs.  Lincoln  is  the  daughter  of  Uriah 
and  Phebe  B.  (Wilks)  Harris,  her  father  being  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  who  came  to  Watervliet 
Township)  in  1850  and  here  died.  Mr.  Brooks  and 
his  accomplished  wife  are  people  of  high  standing 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  throughout 
the  entire  community. 


\fp^  DWIN  S.  ANTJSDALE,  B.  S.,  M.  D.  This 
lU]  well-known  physician  and  surgeon,  residing 
/I' — ^!  at  Benton  Harbor,  is  a  successful  general 
practitioner  and  makes  a  specialty  of  diseases  of 
the  ear,  eye,  nose  and  throat,  in  the  treatment  of 
which  he  has  won  eminence  and  well-earned  suc- 
cess. He  is  now  in  the  prime  of  life,  having  been 
born  on  the  17th  of  May,  1861.  The  Antisdale 
family  originated  in  Scotland,  whence  in  an  early 
day  members  of  it  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  in  New  York.  The  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  Perez  Antisdale,  was  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State  and  there  spent  his  entire  life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  re- 
ceiving good  educational  advantages.  He  was  an 
accomplished  educator  and  held  State  life  certifi- 
cates from  both  New  York  and  Michigan.  In 
1862  he  removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Branch  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
most  of  the  time.  However,  he  was  employed  as 
Principal  of  the  High  School  and  County  Super- 
intendent. He  married  Miss  Lucy  M.,  daughter 
of  Sylvester  Southworth,  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  a  descendant  of  a  long  line  of   worthy  fore- 

28 


fathers.  His  ancestors  were  English  people  and 
the  family  was  represented  among  those  who  came 
to  America  in  the ''Mayflower.'' 

In  the  place  of  his  birth,  Manchester,  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  our  subject  passed  the  first  year  of 
his  life.  Thence  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Michigan,  residing  for  a  time  in  Branch  County 
and  removing  thence  to  St.  Joseph  County.  He 
carried  on  his  studies  at  the  Union  School  of 
Centre ville  and  later  spent  one  year  at  the  Hud- 
son River  Listitute,  located  at  Claverack,  N.  Y. 
From  that  school  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  for 
four  years  he  was  a  student  in  the  Agricultural 
College  at  Lansing.  During  his  spare  moments, 
he  was  employed  in  reading  medicine,  for  he  had 
determined  upon  following  the  medical  profession. 
In  1885  he  was  graduated  from  the  Agricultural 
College  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science. 

At  the  close  of  his  collegiate  course.  Dr.  Antis- 
dale entered  the  medical  department  of  the  State 
University  at  Ann  Arbor  and  was  graduated  from 
that  institution  in  1890.  Immediately  afterward 
he  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Berrien  Centre,  where  he  remained  one  year. 
From  that  place  he  removed  to  Berrien  Springs 
and  conducted  an  extensive  practice  there  until  in 
January,  1893,  when,  realizing  that  he  should  seek 
a  broader  field  for  practice,  he  came  to  Benton 
Harbor  and  has  since  made  this  city  his  home.  Al- 
though he  has  removed  from  Berrien  Springs,  his 
patients  there  have  been  so  loth  to  resign  his  ser- 
vices that  he  has  decided  to  devote  one  or  two 
days  of  every  week  to  his  practice  in  that  village. 
He  is  identified  with  the  Kalamazoo  Academy  of 
Medicine  and  keeps  abreast  with  every  advance- 
ment in  therapeutics. 

The  marriage  of  the  Doctor,  June  21,  1888, 
united  him  with  Miss  Helen  R.,  daughter  of  J.  H. 
Gardner,  a  resident  of  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich. 
Mrs.  Antisdale  was  endowed  with  high  capabili- 
ties and  withal  possessed  a  wonderful  wealth  of 
good  common-sense.  She  possessed  a  keen  sense  of 
justice,  with  courage  at  all  times  to  defend  it,  and 
a  natural  refinement  of  manners  that  was  notice- 
able at  all  times.  She  was  a  graduate  of  the  State 
Normal  at  Ypsilanti,  and  subsequently  graduated 
from  Ingham  University  at  LeRoy,  N.  Y.,in  which 
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latter  college  she  for  four  3^ears  filled  the  chair  of 
Professor  of  Mathematics.  Her  death  in  1891 
was  a  source  of  most  sincere  sorrow  to  her  ac- 
quaintances, but  fell  most  heavily  upon  the  be- 
reaved husband  and  daughter  Helen.  Dr.  Antis- 
dale  takes  a  commendable  interest  in  all  public 
matters  and  is  a  stalwart  Republican  in  his  polit- 
ical belief.  He  holds  fraternal  relations  with 
Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  298,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  chapter  and  commandery 
at  Niles. 


V  '  OSEPH  R.  FERRY,  a  man  of  native  ability 
and  energy,  and  a  prominent  general  agri- 
culturist of  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  has 
^7  been  a  resident  of  Pipestone  Township  his 
entire  life,  and  since  his  birth,  June  6,  1852,  has 
been  intimately  associated  with  the  progress  and 
history  of  this  part  of  the  State.  His  present 
home  upon  section  27  is  within  easy  distance  of 
his  birthplace,  the  old  Ferry  homestead,  one  of 
the  landmarks  of  pioneer  days.  Our  subject  is  a 
son  of  Robert  Ferry,  deceased,  a  man  of  indomi- 
table will,  persevering  industry  and  high  business 
ability,  who  met  the  trials  of  life  and  overcame 
difficulties  with  earnest,  purpose  and  attained  to 
financial  success.  The  father,  entirely  self-edu- 
cated and  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  self-made 
man,  was  a  leading  factor  in  the  upbuilding  and 
rapid  advancement  of  the  township  of  Pipestone, 
which  he  helped  to  organize  and  develop.  Born 
upon  the  old  farm,  Joseph  R.  Ferry  was  trained 
to  careful  habits  of  thrift  and  intelligent  in- 
dustry, and  throughout  his  childhood  attended 
the  Ferry  schoolhouse,  and  there  laid  the  broad 
foundation  of  an  education  he  afterward  com- 
pleted by  a  course  of  study  (commercial)  in  the 
college  at  Notre  Dame,  Ind. 

After  two  years  well  spent  in  that  celebrated 
institution,  Mr.  Ferry  returned  home  and  at  once 
engaged  in  the  daily  routine  of  farming  duties. 
In  1879,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
PuSther  O.  Jenkins,  a  daughter  of  Calvin  Jenkins, 


an  old  and  highly  respected  resident  of  Berrien 
Count}^,  Berrien  Township.  Mrs.  Ferry  was  born 
in  1863,  in  Berrien  Springs.  Our  subject  and  his 
accomplished  wife  located  upon  the  farm  where 
they  now  live  in  1880.  One  hundred  and  ten 
acres  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  were  then 
under  cultivation,  and  since  the  entire  acreage, 
now  brought  into  a  high  state  of  productiveness, 
annually  yields  a  bounteous  harvest.  In  1888 
Mr.  Ferry  built  his  fine  residence,  at  a  cost  of 
$2,300.  The  other  improvements  of  the  farm  cor- 
respond in  value,  the  barns  being  substantial  and 
commodious.  The  original  acreage  has  been  in- 
creased to  two  hundred  and  ten,  and  the  home- 
stead, with  its  well-tilled  fields  and  handsome 
grounds,  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  Pipe- 
stone Township. 

Mrs.  Esther  Ferry,  now  deceased,  was  the 
mother  of  two  children,  who  survive  her  death: 
India  J.,  eleven  years  of  age,  and  Mary  E.,  ten 
years  old.  Our  subject,  again  entering  wedlock, 
married  November  30,  1889,  Mrs.  Fredenca  S. 
(Lovell)  Wood,  a  daughter  of  Nathan  V.  and 
Delia  S.  (Keeler)  Lovell,  both  natives  of  New 
York.  The  i)arentsof  Mrs.  Ferry  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  a  very  early  day,  and  settled  in  Silver 
Creek  Townshii)  with  their  respective  families, 
and  w«re  later  married  in  Portage,  Wis.,  and  then 
located  in  Columbia  County,  of  the  Badger  State, 
but  returned  to  Michigan  in  1870,  and  lived  in 
Van  Buren,  Cass  County,  and  in  Berrien  County, 
Mr.  Lovell  now  being  engaged  in  business  in  Eau^ 
Claire,  running  a  sawmill.  Of  their  three  chil- 
dren, two  survive:  Mrs.  Ferr\^  and  General  U.  S.  G. 
Mrs.  Ferry,  who  was  born  May  7,  1867,  in  Co- 
lumbia County,  Wis.,  was  educated  in  various 
schools,  and  is  a  lady  of  abilit}^  and  worth.  She 
was  early  married  to  Mr.  Wood,  and  bore  him  on.e 
child,  J.  F.  11.  Wood.  No  children  have  been 
born  unto  this  second  union. 

Fraternally,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber and  was  Junior  Deacon  of  the  lodge  at  Berrien 
Springs.  He  was  elected  Junior  Warden,  and  also 
affiliates  with  the  chapter  at  Dowagiac.  He  is 
likewise  connected  with  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  lodge  s^t  Boston   Harbor.     Pon 
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litically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  but,  while  a  public- 
spirited  citizen,  has  never  aspired  to  office.  Our 
subject  is,  however,  a  strong  friend  to  educa- 
tional advancement,  and  has  given  faithful  and 
efficient  service  as  School  Inspector,  and  as 
Director  of  the  School  District  for  six  years  did 
much  to  improve  and  stimulate  to  higher  excell- 
ence the  methods  of  instruction  and  grades  of 
scholarship.  The  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Ferry  ex- 
tends over  a  large  part  of  his  native  State,  but  es- 
pecially is  he  known  and  esteemed  by  a  large  cir- 
cle of  friends  throughout  Berrien  County,  Avhere 
he  is  appreciated  as  a  substantial  citizen,  ever 
read}^  to  assist  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  local 
growth  and  enterprise. 


-^]. 
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n^ 


//A\  ^'  COPLP^Y.  In  order  to  perpetuate  for 
(@yLJ||  coming  generations  the  record  of  one  who 
was  very  prominently  connected  with  the 
early  days  of  Cass  County,  a  brief  account 
of  the  life  of  Ebenezer  Copley,  father  of  our 
subject,  is  placed  on  the  pages  of  this  Record.  He 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  part  of  the 
State  and  for  many  years  was  closely  identified 
with  its  development  and  progress.  Grandfather 
Copley  was  a  native  of  England,  and  came  to 
America  over  one  hundred  years  ago.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  American  army  during  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  while  trying  to  escape  from  capture  by 
the  British  army,  crossed  the  Connecticut  River  in 
a  small  boat,  which  was  capsized  and  he  drowned. 
Ebenezer  Copley  was  born  in  the  Nutmeg 
State,  but  after  reaching  mature  years  went  to 
Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Annis  Albart,  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State  and  of  Welsh  descent.  For  many 
years  lie  followed  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  but  in 
connection  was  also  engaged  in  farming.  He  was 
drafted  in  the  War  of  1812.  About  1835  became 
to  Michigan,  and  settled  on  section  13,  where  he 
entered  eighty  acres  of  Government  land.  This 
land  was  wild  and  settlers  few  and  far  between,  but 
with  perseverance  and   energy    he  worked  away 


and  soon  had  a  comfortable  home.  He  built  a 
frame  house  shortly  after  settling  on  his  farm,  and 
this  was  considered  something  at  that  time,  for  log 
houses  were  the  rule.  This  worthy  pioneer 
passed  away  in  1842,  and  his  wife  in  1848.  Ten 
children  were  born  to  them,  only  four  of  whom 
are  now  living,  three  besides  our  subject.  Thonjas 
N.  resides  in  Decatur,  Mich.;  Ebenezer  makes  his 
home  in  Wayne  Township;  and  John  J.  in  Wex- 
ford County. 

On  the  10th  of  August,  1815,  in  Otsego  County, 
N.  Y.,  occurred  the  birth  of  our  subject.  He  grew 
to  sturdy  manhood  on  the  farm  in  his  native 
State  and  during  his  youthful  days  attended  the 
common  schools  of  his  county.  As  soon  as  he 
could  earn  a  shilling  a  day  he  began  working  out, 
and  for  some  time  received  but  13  a  month,  and 
never  more  than  $7.  He  also  assisted  his  father  in 
making  a  living  until  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
when  he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  life. 
The  fertile  soil  in  Michigan  tempted  him  to  wan- 
der in  that  direction,  and  in  1834,  alone  and  on 
foot,  he  reached  that  State.  For  some  time  he 
made  his  home  with  his  uncle,  the  father  of  Hon. 
A.  B.  Cople}^  of  Decatur,  Mich.,  working  out  by 
the  year,  but  in  1835  he  went  to  Big  Prairie 
Ronde,  in  Kalamazoo  County,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  harvesting. 

Returning  to  Cass  County  in  company  with 
David  Baldwin  and  Stephen  and  Jonathan  Bunker, 
he  broke  two  hundred  acres  of  bottom  land  at 
Lyonstown,  at  the  mouth  of  Maple  River.  After 
this  he  worked  out  and  rented  farms.  In  the  year 
1844  he  was  wedded  to  Miss  Mary  Beebe,  a 
daughter  of  Martin  Beebe,  who  was  an  early  settler 
here  from  the  Empire  State.  Following  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Copley  settled  on  land  belonging  to  his 
uncle,  remained  on  it  for  some  time,  and  after  the 
death  of  his  mother  he  bought  out  tlie  heirs  and 
settled  on  his  present  farm.  In  the  year  1852  his 
wife  died,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years.  Of  the 
four  children  born  to  them  only  one  is  now  living, 
Gilbert  C,  who  married  Miss  Melva  Hammond, 
and  now  resides  in  Nebraska.  In  the  year  1858 
Mr.  Copley  married  Miss  Eliza  Foglesong,  a  native 
of  Springfield,  Ohio,  born  July  19,  1842. 

Her  parents,  John  and  Ann  Eliza  (Ren ton)  Fog- 
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lesong,  were  natives  of  Ohio  and  New  Jersey 
respectively.  They  were  married  in  Xenia,  Ohio, 
but  afterwards  settled  in  Greene  County,  that 
State,  where  in  connection  with  other  occupations 
he  was  engaged  in  farming.  In  the  year  1857  he 
came  to  Michigan,  settled  on  section  14,  Volinia 
Township,  and  remained  there  nine  years.  From 
there  he  moved  to  Scott  County,  111.,  but  after  a 
residence  there  of  one  year  moved  to  Bangor, 
Mich.  Selling  out  at  that  place  a  few  years  later, 
he  bought  forty  acres  in  Van  Buren  County,  and 
died  there  in  1879.  Mrs.  Foglesong  still  suivives 
and  resides  at  Portland,  Ore.  Ten  children  were 
born  to  them,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Katie,  Mrs. 
Coi)ley,  Mary,  Prudence,  Margaret  and  George. 
Both  parents  were  Methodists  in  their  religious 
views. 

Mr.  Copley's  estate  now  includes  one  hundred 
acres  of  land,  ninety  acres  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  he  is  classed  among  the  successful 
and  prominent  tillers  of  the  soil  in  his  section.  lie 
takes  much  interest  in  all  public  affairs,  has  been 
Road  Overseer  and  has  also  been  a  member  of  the 
School  Board.  In  his  religious  views  he  is  a 
Sweden  borgian. 


J  11  H.  WARNER.  The  growth  and  prosperity 
II  of  Cass  County,  Mich.,  have  been  upon  a 
li  scale  commensurate  with  the  emigration  to 
^^5^^  this  region  in  past  years,  and  this  prosper- 
ity is  largely  due  to  the  members  of  the  agricul- 
tural profession,  prominent  among  whom  stands 
the  name  of  J.  H.  Warner.  He  is  a  fair  sample  of 
what  can  be  accomplished  by  industry  and  perse- 
verance, for  all  his  life  has  been  passed  in  the 
arduous  duties  of  the  farm,  and  he  is  now  one  of 
the  substantial  men  of  his  section. 

Mr.  Warner  was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y., 
March  23,  1832,  and  was  but  five  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents.  Hub- 
bell  and  Catherine  (Hughes)  Warner,  both  now 
deceased,      lie   remembers  the  Journey   well  and 


many  of  the  incidents  that  happened  at  that  time. 
He  attended  school  in  the  old-fashioned  log  school- 
house,  with  slab  seats,  and  in  the  Newton  district 
school, on  Card's  Prairie,  but  went  only  afew  weeks 
in  each  term,  for  much  of  his  time  was  required  to 
help  clear  the  farm.  He  remained  under  shelter  of 
the  home  roof  until  his  marriage  to  Miss  RachelJ. 
Rich  on  the  23d  of  November,  1854. 

This  estimable  lady  was  born  in  Volinia  Town- 
ship, this  county,  December  5,  1831,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Charity  (Gard)  Rich,  the 
father  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  born  in  1802. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rich  were  married  on  the  23d  of 
November,  1827,  and  their  son,  John  IL,  was  the 
first  white  child  born  in  Volinia  Township.  Mr. 
Rich  passed  away  on  the  20th  of  February,  1873, 
and  his  widow  in  1891.  Only  two  of  their  chil- 
dren are  now  living. 

After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner  settled  on 
their  present  farm  in  the  woods  and  began  house- 
keeping in  a  frame  house  built  by  Grandfather 
Gard.  It  was  not  long  before  they  gathered 
around  them  many  comforts,  and  although  they 
worked  hard  and  struggled  early  and  late  to 
get  a  start,  they  were  finally  successful.  On  this 
farm  they  have  remained  ever  since,  and  although 
the  original  tract  was  but  forty  acres,  it  has  been 
increased  to  eighty  acres  and  is  in  a  fine  state  of 
cultivation.  Mr.  Warner  is  also  the  owner  of 
eighty  acres  one  mile  north  and  has  sixty-five 
acres  of  this  cleared.  He  has  made  all  the  im- 
provements, and  a  glance  over  his  broad  acres 
shows  him  to  be  a  man  of  industry  and  good  judg- 
ment. 

Our  subject  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  his  wife  on  the  5th  of  September,  1892.  They 
were  the  parents  of  three  children.  Flora  E.,  wife 
of  Edgar  Gard,  is  the  mother  of  one  child;  Clara 
M.,  wife  of  William  Wright,  is  also  the  mother  of 
one  child;  and  Erie  J.  resides  at  home.  His  chil- 
dren have  all  received  good  common-school  edu- 
cations. He  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  for  many  years,  and  socially  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Farmers'  Club.  In  politics  he  has  been  a 
Democrat  all  his  life  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  his  party,  and  has  been  a  delegate 
to  conventions,     He  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of 
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the  State  and  lias  seen  this  county  grow  from  a 
wilderness  to  its  present  prosperous  condition. 
In  his  possession  is  a  table  whicii  he  made  himself 
when  he  and  his  wife  began  housekeeping. 


^,-  -=^^^^^.^^ 


>— 


"^(OSEFII  KRISE,  deceased,  an  early  settler 
and  prominent  farmer  of  Cass  County,  Mich., 
was  a  native  of  Lebanon  County,  Pa. 
J  Born  in  180G,  our  subject  remained  in  the 
home  of  his  youth  until  the  fall  of  1846,  when  he 
journeyed  to  the  far-off  State  which  he  afterward 
made  liis  constant  home.  Our  subject  was  married 
in  Pennsylvania  to  Miss  Catherine  Twitmire,  of 
York  County.  The  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  eight  children,  five  of  whom  survived  to  adult 
age.  Elizabeth  became  tlie  wife  of  Milton  Car- 
penter and  is  yet  living.  Sarah  married  Daniel 
Brown  and  resides  in  Marcel lus  Township.  Har- 
riet was  the  wife  of  Gideon  P>eebe;  she  and  her 
husband  are  both  deceased.  Margaret  became  the 
wife  of  Simeon  Brown,  also  of  MarccUus  Town- 
ship. Phillip  A.  is  the  youngest  of  the  children, 
all  born  in  Centre  County,  Pa.  Phillip  Krise,  the 
paternal  grandfather  of  these  four  sisters  and  bro- 
ther, was  born  near  Philadelphia.  Mis  father 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  but  was  never 
heard  from  after  reaching  the  field  of  battle,  and 
no  news  as  t(>  his  fate  ever  came  to  his  family. 
He  or  his  parents  were  natives  of  England. 

Phillip  Krise,  the  son  of  our  subject,  was  but 
one  and  a-half  years  old  when  his  parents  located 
in  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich.  He  was  a  lad  eleven 
years  of  age  when  his  father  and  mother  came  with 
their  family  to  Cass  County,  in  1855,  and  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  forty-nine  acres  of  land. 
The  son  attended  the  district  school  near  his  new 
home  and  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  Ar- 
riving at  man's  estate,  he  was,  in  1872,  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Malinda  Vleet,  daughter  of 
George  Yleet,  who  emigrated  from  Pennsylvania 
to  Michigan  in  1857.  Mr.  Vleet  located  at  first 
in  St.  Joseph  County,  but  later  settled  in  Cass 
County.     Mr.   and   Mrs.  Phillip   Krise    have    four 


'  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters:  Ora,  Rol- 
land,  Wilbur  and  Mildred.  These  brothers  and 
sisters,  together  with  their  parents,  reside  upon  the 
old  homestead  one  mile  east  of  Marcellus.  The 
finely-cultivated  acres,  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty,  are  now  the  property  of  Phillip  A.  Krise,  the 
only  son  of  our  subject. 

Joseph  Krise  and  his  wife  were  both  identified 
with  the  Evangelical  Church  and  were  foremost  in 
the  extension  of  its  good  work  and  influence. 
Our  subject  was  a  public-spirited  man  and  was 
ever  ready  to  assist  in  all  matters  of  mutual  good. 
Politically,  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat  and  often 
recalled  with  pride  the  fact  that  he  cast  his  first 
vote  for  Jackson.  Phillip  Krise  and  iiis  family, 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  revered  father 
and  mother,  are  all  connected  with  the  Evangelical 
Church  and  ably  aid  in  the  social  and  benevolent 
enterprises  of  that  religious  organization.  Indus- 
trious, intelligent  and  enjoying  educational  oppor- 
tunities for  advancement,  the  grandchildren  of 
our  subject  are  preparing  themselves  to  worthilv 
fill  positions  of  usefulness  and  influence.  Like 
his  father,  Phillip  Krise  is  a  self-made  man,  prac- 
tical in  his  methods  and  upright  in  character,  and 
has  by  persistent  effort  won  the  deserved  reward 
of  success. 


^=-^'^^=;z'i» 
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RICHARD  Y.  HICKS.  England  has  furnished 
to  the  United  States  men  of  enterprise  and 
\V  ability  in  every  walk  of  life.  Her  sons  have 
acquired  distinction  and  wealth  in  the  pro- 
fessions, in  commercial  circles  and  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  while  gaining  material  prosperity 
have  also  secured  an  enviable  reputation  for  mor- 
ality and  the  highest  principles  of  honor.  One  of 
this  class  may  be  found  in  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
who  is  an  influential  citizen  of  Cass  County  and  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Milton  Township,  owning 
and  occupying  a  fertile  farm  on  section  12.  His 
agricultural  operations  have  been  crowned  witli 
success,  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  four  hundred 


582 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


and  eighty  acres  in  Cass  County,  besides  three 
hundred  acres  in  Niles  Township,  Berrien  County. 

In  the  village  of  St.  Columb  Major,  Cornwall, 
England,  the  eyes  of  our  subject  first  opened  to 
the  light,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  November  17, 
1819.  His  father,  John  Hicks,  a  native  of  the  same 
place  as  himself,  was  for  many  years  an  officer  in 
the  British  army  and  was  a  large  property-holder 
and  influential  man  in  England.  Twice  he  crossed 
the  ocean  to  America  in  order  to  visit  his  son  here, 
but  while  he  was  favorably  impressed  with  Amer- 
ica, his  preferences  were  all  on  the  side  of  the  coun- 
try of  his  birth.  At  the  age  of  four-score  years, 
he  closed  his  eyes  upon  the  scenes  of  earth,  and  his 
remains  now  lie  buried  near  his  life-time  home. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Caroline  E. 
(Perry)  Hicks,  a  native  of  Middlesex,  near  Lon- 
don. Her  father,  Dr.  Perry,  accompanied  Capt. 
Cook  on  his  first  voyage  around  the  world,  and 
was  a  man  of  great  prominence  in  his  day.  Mrs. 
Hicks  died  when  about  forty-one  years  of  age, 
after  having  become  the  mother  of  six  sons,  who 
grew  to  manhood.  Only  two  are  now  surviving, 
Richard  and  Edward.  The  former  is  the  fifth  in 
order  of  birth  of  his  father's  family.  He  was  sev- 
enteen years  of  age  when,  in  1837,  he  came  to 
America  and  located  in  what  is  now  Milton  Town- 
ship, where  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  acres  and  commenced  active  agricultuwl 
operations. 

May  4,  1843,  Mr.  Hicks  married  Miss  Catharine 
Ullery  White,  during  a* visit  to  Ohio.  This  lady 
was  born  in  Montgomery  Countj-,  Pa.,  and  was  of 
German  descent,  her  father  having  been  born  at 
sea  and  her  mother  in  this  country.  She  was  reared 
in  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  where  her  marriage  was 
solemnized.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hicks  are  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  John  P.,  Henry  B., 
Richard  J.,  Caroline  E.,  Sarah  J.,  William  S.,  Cath- 
arine M.,  Mary  A.  and  Orran  V.,  all  of  whom  were 
born  in  Milton  Township,  and  with  one  excep- 
tion are  now  living  in  Cass  County. 

After  coming  to  Michigan,  Mr.  Hicks  for  a  time 
worked  for  John  Dodge  &  Co.,  in  Niles.  He  pur- 
chased his  present  home  in  1849,  and  two  years 
later  erected,  at  a  cost  of  $4,000,  the  attractive 
and  comfortable  residence  he  now  occupies.     Po- 


litically, he  is  a  Democrat,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
Supervisors  of  the  township,  serving  in  that  posi- 
tion for  many  years.  He  has  also  served  in  the 
school  offices  and  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Re- 
view. Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the  Majsonic 
fraternity,  and  holds  membership  in  On twa  Lodge 
No.  6.  July  1,  1893,  Mr.  Hicks  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  lose  the  wife  who  had  shared  his  joys  and 
divided  his  sorrows  for  fifty  years. 


m 


eHARLES  A.  CLARK,  junior  member  of  the 
well-known  firm  of  G.  A.  Blakeslee  &  Co., 
and  President  of  the  village  of  Galien,  was 
born  in  Huntsburgh,  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  on  the 
23d  of  August,  1849.  He  is  a  worthy  representa- 
tive of  a  family  which  for  several  generations  was 
identified  with  the  development  of  New  England, 
having  been  established  in  Connecticut  in  an  early 
day.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Abner  Clark,  a  native  of  the  Nutmeg  State,  where 
he  was  reared  to  manhood.  In  Northampton, 
Mass.,  he  made  his  home  for  man^^  years  and  there 
he  married  Miss  Olive  Strong. 

As  early  as  1810  Grandfather  Clark,  accom- 
panied  by  his  family,  removed  Westward  and  set- 
tled in  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  establishing  his 
home  in  the  midst  of  the  dense  forests.  The  resi- 
due of  his  life  was  there  passed,  and  his  attention 
was  devoted  to  the  clearing  of  the  land  and  im- 
proving the  farm.  He  and  his  wife  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  the  only  one  now  sur- 
viving being  Harriet,  who  resides  in  Michigan.  In 
their  religious  convictions  they  were  active  and 
consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church; 
their  honorable  and  useful  lives  furnished  a  con- 
stant exemplification  of  their  faith,  and  dying,  they 
left  to  their  descendants  the  priceless  heritage  of  a 
good  name. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Albert  Clark,  was  born 
in  Northampton,  Mass.,  wiience  he  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood.  On  the  10th  of  February, 
1845,  he  married  Miss  Eliza  Howell,  a  native  of 
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Geauga  County,  and  the  daugliter  of  Jolin  Howell, 
a  prominent  man  of  that  section  of  the  State.  In 
1857  he  removed  to  Lake  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased land  and  resided  for  six  years.  The  year 
1863  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Galien  Township,  Ber- 
rien Count}',  where  he  continued  to  make  his  Iiome 
until  death  terminated  his  useful  existence,  on  the 
12th  of  April,  1893.  His  last  days  were  spent  on 
the  old  homestead,  located  two  and  one-half  miles 
south  of  Galien. 

As  a  neighbor,  Albert  Clark  was  just  and  true; 
as  a  citizen  he  was  always  on  the  side  of  what  he 
deemed  calculated  to  enhance  the  best  interests  of 
the  i)eople.  Throughout  his  entire  life  he  adhered 
to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party  and  was 
counted  one  of  the  foremost  members  of  that  or- 
ganization in  his  community.  He  served  as  Super- 
visor of  Galien  Township  and  held  the  same  posi- 
tion while  a  resident  of  Ohio.  He  united  with  the 
Christian  Church  in  his  3'Outli  and  was  ever  after- 
ward a  faithful  student  of  the  Bible  and  an  eai'nest 
advocate  of  the  principles  of  Christianit3%  always 
ready  to  defend  the  truths  of  God's  Word,  which 
he  held  in  the  greatest  reverence.  For  many 
years  he  officiated  as  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
church. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  four  children, 
one  of  whom,  Everett,  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years;  Emily  S.  died  at  the  early  age  of  thirt}'- 
three.  The  two  survivors  are  Charles  A.  and  Al- 
bert E.  The  mother  of  this  family  was  called 
hence  on  the  24th  of  February,  1890.  She,  too, 
had  been  long  identified  with  the  Christian  Church 
and  was  a  woman  of  great  piety  and  nobility  of 
character.  As  was  stated  above,  our  subject's 
birthplace  was  in  Geauga  County,  Ohio.  He  was 
about  thirteen  3^enrs  of  age  when  he  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  here  his 
education  was  gained  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  district.  Upon  completing  his  studies,  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  at  Dayton,  Mich.,  later 
in  Galien  Township,  and  in  the  Reform  School  at 
Lansing,  being  Principal  of  the  last-named  insti- 
tution. 

The  business  career  of  Mr.  Clark  commenced  in 
1877,  at  which  time  he  entered  the  firm  of  G.  A. 
Blakeslee  &  Co.  as  a  clerk,  remaining  in  that  posi- 


tion for  a  time,  and  in  1881  purchased  an  interest 
in  the  business,  becoming  a  partner.  He  is  also 
the  agent  for  the  American  Express  Company  at 
Galien.  The  firm  does  a  large  business,  steadily 
employing  three  clerks  and  carrying  a  large  and 
complete  assortment  of  goods.  In  addition  to 
conducting  the  most  extensive  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  Galien,  they  have  a  large  trade  in  lumber, 
salt,  shingles,  grain  and  wool,  and  also  do  a  gen- 
eral banking  business. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Ciark  took  place  March  8, 
1874,  at  which  time  he  was  united  with  Miss  Lydia, 
daughter  of  George  A.  and  Lydia  (Alcott)  Blake- 
slee. Mrs.  Clark  was  born  in  Batavia,  111.,  and  re- 
ceived a  good  education  in  the  schools  of  Galien. 
Two  children,  Stanley  and  Leslie,  have  blessed 
the  union.  A  Republican  in  his  political  opinions, 
Mr.  Clark  has  held  the  office  of  Township  Treas- 
urer for  two  years  and  has  also  served  as  Village 
Clerk  for  eleven  years.  At  present  he  is  serving 
as  President  of  Galien,  having  been  an  incumbent 
of  that  office  for  three  terms.  His  interest  in  edu- 
cational matters  has  been  unceasing,  and  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board  he  has  been  efficient  in 
promoting  the  grade  of  scholarship  in  the  village 
school.  He  is  Notary  Public,  to  which  office  he 
has  been  appointed  by  Governors  Alger,  Luce  and 
Rich. 


Vfl  AMES  P.  VERSA W,  an  energetic  farmer  and 
prosperous  horticulturist,  making  a  spec- 
ialty  of  small  fruits,  is  a  native  of  Sodus 
l^g^  Township,  Berrien  ('ounty,  Mich.,  and  has 
resided  within  the  near  vicinity  of  his  present 
homestead,  located  upon  section  15,  his  entire  life. 
Our  subject  was  born  October  17,  1847.  His 
father,  Francis  Versaw,  was  a  native  of  Canada, 
and,  born  near  Montreal  in  1 8 1 2,  left  his  home  when 
a  boy  and  became  self-supporting  at  a  very  early 
age.  He  tinally  located  in  the  States,  making  his 
home  in  Wisconsin,  where  for  a  time  he  traveled 
for  the  American  Fur  Company.  He  remained  in 
that  State  until  1835,  when  he  removed  to  Mich- 
igan  and  located  in  Berrien  County.     For  some 
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time  he  followed  the  occupation  of  boating, 
and  then  purchased  a  farm  in  Sodus  Township, 
in  1840,  and  for  fifty-three  changing  years  has  re- 
mained continuously  upon  the  homestead  where 
he  yet  resides.  He  enjoys  the  comforts  of  life  and 
possesses  a  competence  and  excellent  health.  His 
days  have  been  passed  in  unvarying  industry  and 
he  is  universally  respected.  The  family  name  is 
undoubtedl}^  Versailles,  and  the  ancestry  French. 
The  pronum^iation,  corrupted  to  Versaw  in  the 
early  days,  has  clung  to  the  descendants,  but  is 
beyond  all  doubt  incorrect. 

The  father  was  married  in  1843  to  Rebecca  Ann 
McDougal,  daughter  of  James  McDougal,  a  pio- 
neer of  8t.  Joseph.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  Versaw 
have  spent  together  a  half-century  and  have  wel- 
comed to  their  hearts  and  homes  eleven  sons  and 
daughters.  Of  this  large  family  eight  children 
yet  survive,  four  daughters  and  four  sons.  James 
P.  was  the  third  child  of  this  venerable  father  and 
mother.  He  worked  upon  the  farm  in  boyhood 
and  also  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  instruction  in  the 
district  school.  Upon  October  7,  1864,  his  sev- 
enteenth birthday,  our  subject  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army,  joining  Company  K,  Twenty-eighth 
Michigan  Infanlrj^,  and  served  with  courage  and 
distinguished  service  for  two  years.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  engagements  at  Nashville,  Ten n.,  also 
at  Wissel  Forks,  N.  C,  and  was  likewise  in  numer- 
ous skirmishes.  Mustered  out  at  the  close  of  the 
Civil  War,  he  returned  to  his  home  and  engaged  in 
traveling  upon  business  through  Missouri,  Kan- 
sas, Iowa  and  Minnesota.  Mr.  Versaw  returned 
home  in  1867,  and  for  a  time  devoted  himelf  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  but  a  second  time  journeyed 
through  the  farther  West  and  was  away  from  his 
early  home  a  twelvemonth.  A  second  time  re- 
visiting Sodus  Township,  our  subject  bought  a 
farm  and  again  settled  down  to  the  tilling  of  the 
soil. 

For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Versaw  uninterrupt- 
edly gave  his  attention  to  the  work  of  the  home- 
stead, but  finally  and  for  the  third  time  went  West 
and  spent  two  3^ears  in  Nebraska.  Since  then  he 
has  continued  to  reside  upon  and  cultivate  his 
fine  farm  of  seventy  acres,  all  brought  up  to  a  high 
state  of  productiveness  and  improved  with  attract- 


ive and  commodious  buildings.  Our  subject  gives 
the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention  to  grow- 
ing small  fruits  and  berries,  and  has  been  especially 
successful  in  this  department  of  agriculture.  In 
August,  1871,  James  P.  Versaw  and  Miss  Emma 
Proctor  were  united  in  marriage.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Versaw,  Ibbitson  and  Mary  Proctor,  were 
among  the  early  and  highly  respected  pioneers  of 
Sodus  Township.  The  union  of  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  seven  children:  William  E.,  Harry  E.,  Ernest 
M.,  Otis  C,  Pearl  C,  Clarence  P.  and  Susie  E.,  all 
living  and  all  at  home  with  the  exception  of  Wil- 
liam E.,  the  eldest-born,  a  citizen  of  Nebraska.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Versaw  are  valued  nembersof  the  United 
Brethren  Church  and  are  active  aids  in  religious 
work.  Fraternally,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  belongs  to  the 
Veterans'  Union.  He  has  been  politically  a  stal- 
wart Republican  ever  since  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority. He  is  interested  in  both  local  and  national 
issues  and  is  to-day,  as  so  many  years  ago  upon  the 
field  of  battle,  a  true  and  loyal  citizen,  highly 
esteemed  by  all  his  fellow-townsmen. 


~o^: 


^  SAAC  HARFF,  a  practical  general  agricultur- 
I  ist  and  well-known  citizen,  cultivates  a  fine 
lis  farm,  located  on  section  15,  Galien  Town- 
ship, Berrien  County,  Mich.  He  is  a  native  of 
Darke  County,  Ohio,  and  was  born  in  1844.  His 
father,  William  Flarff,  was  born  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm.  Having 
attained  manhood,  he  learned  the  weaver's  trade, 
and  throughout  his  life  continued  in  that  em- 
ployment. He  located  in  Ohio  while  a  single 
man,  and  was  married  to  Esther  Emory  in  the 
Buckeye  State.  Upright  and  industrious,  he  reared 
with  care  a  family  of  eight  children.  His  wife 
died  in  1860,  the  husband  surviving  until  1875, 
when  he  passed  away,  at  about  sixty-five  years 
of  age.  Politically,  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
a  sturdy  Democrat  and  an  admirer  of  Thomas 
Jefferson.     He    was  a    member    of    the    Lutheran 
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Chiiicli   and    a    consistent    Christian,    highly   re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him. 

Our  subject  was  self-supporting  from  early 
youth,  but  remained  dutifully  with  his  parents 
until  he  had  reached  his  majority.  Working  by 
the  month  on  an  adjacent  farm,  he  received  but 
little  or  no  advantages  for  an  education,  and  is 
literally  a  self-made  man.  lie  enlisted  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Government  during  the  late  Civil 
War,  and  in  1864  joined  Company  B,  Second 
Oliio  Infantry,  but  was  afterward  transferred  to 
Company  E,  One  Hundred  and  Eightieth  Infan- 
try, under  Gen.  Thomas'  corps.  Mr.  Harff  par- 
ticipated in  numerousskirmishes,  but  was  engaged 
in  only  one  of  the  principal  battles  of  the  cam- 
paign— Resaca.  He  remained  in  active  military 
duty  until  the  close  of  the  war,  was  discharged  in 
Columbus,  Ohio,  and  was  mustered  out  in  Augusta, 
Ga.,  in  September,  1865.  Soon  after  peace  had 
resumed  its  sway,  our  subject  made  his  home  in 
Noble  County,  Ind.,  and  was  married  there.  Rent- 
ing land,  he  entered  into  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  later  located  in  Kankakee  County.  After  a 
few  years'  residence  in  that  part  of  Indiana,  he 
decided  to  remove  to  Michigan,  and  settled  in 
Berrien  County. 

Mr.  Harff  has  since  1891  occupied  his  present 
homestead,  and  has  thirty-six  acres  in  Buchanan 
Township.  He  is  a  thorough  farmer  and  success- 
fully tills  the  soil.  Unaided  he  has  won  his  way 
and  commands  the  respect  and  confidence  due  to 
his  energy  and  sterling  character.  He  has  been 
twice  married.  The  first  wife  of  our  subject  was 
Miss  Betsey  Keener,  who  bore  him  two  children, 
Phrebe  and  Merriam.  Mrs.  Betsey  Harff  died,  and 
was  buried  in  Indiana.  In  Michigan  Mr.  Harff 
was  united  in  marriage  to  his  second  wife.  Miss 
Barbara  Keener,  a  sister  of  the  first  wife.  Eight 
children  blessed  the  second  union:  Sherman,  Lovey, 
William,  Jacob,  Amos,  Charles,  Clarence  and  Pearl, 
all  of  whom  will  receive  the  opportunity  for 
schooling  which  was  denied  their  father. 

Fraternally,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  Post 
No.  208,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Galien.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  local 
improvement  and  progress  is  a  public-spirited  and 
liberal  citizen.     Without  being  in    any    sense  of 


the  word  a  politician,  he  keeps  himself  intelli- 
gently posted  in  the  affairs  of  the  day,  and,  hav- 
ing given  faithful  service  on  the  battle-field  in 
behalf  of  the  Union,  is  deeply  interested  in  all 
national  issues. 


€^ 


IO*«*^ 


j)i::^^ ... ;  m^  ■  ^p  > 


^5^E0RGE  L.  AND  JACOB  D.ELSON.  Among 
/[  the    prominent   old    settlers   of    the   Lake 

\^2il  State  are  the  two  brothers,  George  L.  and 
Jacob  D.  F^son,  both  of  whom  were  identified 
with  the  State  in  the  days  of  its  earlier  and  simpler 
style  of  living.  Their  parents,  Abraham  and  Maria 
(Onderkirk)  Elson,  were  natives  of  New  York 
State,  but  at  an  early  period  came  to  Michigan, 
where  they  were  among  the  first  settlers.  The 
good  old  fathers  and  mothers  of  those  days  were 
educated,  not  as  books  count,  perhaps,  but  in  all 
that  makes  noble  men  and  noble  women.  Their 
memory  is  revered  and  their  early  struggles  ap- 
preciated. They  have  given  their  descendants  a 
goodly  heritage,  a  land  veritably  flowing  with  milk 
and  honey;  and,  better  still,  sons  and  daughters 
possessed  of  attributes  to  make  good  and  noble  citi- 
zens. The  father  of  Abraham  Elson,  Jacob  Elson, 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

George  L.  Elson,  the  elder  of  our  subjects,  was 
born  in  the  p]mpire  State,  on  the  26th  of  June, 
1823,  and  there  made  his  home  until  twenty-four 
years  of  age.  He  then  came  to  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan and  located  about  five  miles  from  Benton 
Harbor.  Here  he  met  Miss  Harriet  Jane  Gordon, 
with  whom  he  was  united  in  marriage,  and  who 
bore  him  eight  children:  Emma  Jane,  Mary  (de- 
ceased), Delia,  Susan,  John,  Hattie,  George  and 
Matthias.  Those  of  the  children  married  are: 
Delia,  Emma  Jane,  Susie,  Hattie  and  John.  The 
others  are  living  at  home.  On  coming  to  Berrien 
County  Mr.  Prison  purchased  forty  acres  of  land, 
all  of  which  was  timber-land,  and  by  energy 
and  perseverance  he  cleared  all  but  ten  acres,  and 
has  it  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  His  principal 
productions  are  grain  and  fruit,  and  he  has  accu- 
mulated a  comfortable  competence  for  his  declin- 
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ing  years.  He  is  a  man  of  pronounced  opinions, 
firm  in  his  convictions  of  right  and  wrong,  and 
is  well  worthy  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held. 
His  political  inclinations  are  Democratic. 

Jacob  D.  Elson  was  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth 
of  ten  children  born  to  his  parents,  and  is  a  native 
of  this  State,  born  in  Wayne  County  in  1838,  his 
parents  having  settled  there  when  the  country  was 
covered  with  a  dense  forest.  After  remaining  in 
his  native  county  until  about  1850,  and  receiving 
a  limited  education  in  the  common  schools,  he 
came  to  Berrien  County  and  here  has  resided  ever 
since.  Farming  and  fruit-growing  have  been  his 
principal  occupations,  and  the  eighty  acres  that  he 
owns  are  for  the  most  part  cultivated  and  improved. 
He  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  the  home  place 
of  the  timber  with  which  it  was  covered,  and  at 
an  early  age  became  familiar  with  hard  labor.  Al- 
though his  educational  advantages  were  not  of 
the  best,  he  has  become  a  well-informed  man  and 
is  noted  for  his  sound,  practical  and  shrewd  views 
on  all  matters  of  public  interest. 

Jacob  Elson  was  married  in  1865  to  Miss  Helen 
E.  Gordon  and  ten  children  were  born  to  this 
union,  five  sons  and  five  daughters:  T.  Edwin, 
Carrie,  Lydia  (Mrs.  M.  Eikes),Cora,  Mary,  Arthur, 
Susie,  Claud,  Wilbur  and  Ralph.  Politically,  Mr. 
Elson  adheres  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party  and  is  a  representative  citizen  of  the  county. 


»^  ENRY  M.  DEAN.  One  of  the  prominent 
business  establishments  of  the  city  of  Niles 
is  the  drug  store  of  H.  M.  Dean  &  Son, 
where  may  be  found  a  complete  stock  of 
drugs,  paints,  oils,  etc.  The  senior  member  of 
this  firm,  and  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  enjoys 
the  distinction  of  having  been  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  for  a  longer  period  than  any  other 
man  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  He  is  a 
skillful  and  educated  pharmacist,  and  brings  to 
the  prosecution  of  the  business  an  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  its  details,  and  a  careful  supervision  of  its 
transactions,  which  have  secured  for  the  estab- 
lishment a  first-class  reputation. 


The  early  home  of  Mr.  Dean  was  in  New  Jersey, 
in  sight  of  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  was 
born  on  the  28th  of  December,  1831.  His  parents, 
Daniel  and  Cornelia  (Green)  Dean,  were  both  na- 
tives of  New  Jersey,  and  ^  the  former  was  a  shoe 
manufacturer,  jobbing  principally  for  the  South- 
ern trade.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, John  Dean,  was  born  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  was  the  son  of  Capt.  Alexander  Dean, 
of  the  British  navy.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Green,  whose  ances- 
tors settled  in  Connecticut  in  1660,  and  were  of 
English  descent. 

Heni'y  M.  Dean  represents  the  seventh  genera- 
tion of  the  Green  family  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  third  generation  on  the  Dean  side.  His 
school  days  were  passed  in  his  native  New  Jersey, 
and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  came  to  Michigan, 
locating  at  Niles  in  1848.  Soon  after  coming 
here  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Postmaster  at 
Niles,  and  served  in  that  position  for  one  year, 
rendering  satisfactory  service  in  that  office.  His 
next  position  was  that  of  clerk  in  the  drug 
store  of  J.  C.  Larimore,  where  he  remained  until 
1860.  In  that  year  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
J.  C.  Larimore,  and  embarked  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness under  the  firm  name  ol  Larimore  &  Dean, 
continuing  in  that  connection  until  1888,  when 
Mr„Dean  purchased  his  partner's  interest.  Taking 
his  son,  Frederick  C,  into  the  firm,  the  title  was 
changed  to  H.  M.  Dean  &  Son.  In  1890,  Fred  C. 
retired,  and  Henry  M.,  Jr.,  entered  the  firm,  the 
title  remaining  unchanged. 

In  1861  Mr.  Dean  married  Miss  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Ezra  Coan,  of  Albion,  N.  Y.  They  are  the  par- 
ents of  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely: 
Frederick  C,  William  M.,  Henry  M.,  Jr.,  and 
Fanny  M.  In  politics,  Mr.  Dean  is  a  Republican. 
He  has  been  elected  to  many  posts  of  honor,  in 
all  of  which  he  has  labored  unselfishly  for  the 
good  of  the  community  and  the  promotion  of  the 
interests  of  the  city.  He  served  for  one  term  as 
Mayor  of  Niles,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education  for  twelve  years,  being  its 
President  a  portion  of  the  time.  He  is  a  stock- 
holder and  Director  of  the  Citizens'  National  Bank 
of  Niles.     In  his  social  affiliations,  he  is  identified 
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with  St.  Joseph  Valley  Lodge  No.  4,  A.  F.  cfe  A.M. 
A  devoted  and  earnest  Christian,  he  holds  mem- 
bership with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which 
he  has  served  as  Trustee  for  thirty  years,  Treasurer 
for  two  years,  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  for  three  terms.  For  one  year  he  served 
as  President  of  the  Berrien  County  Pioneer  Asso- 
ciation, of  which  lie  is  an  honored  member. 


ellARLES  HANSON,  a  successful  agricul- 
turist of  Jefferson  Township,  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  has  passed  Iiis  entire  life  in  his 
present  locality,  and  was  born  in  the  township 
June  23,  1855.  His  parents,  old-time  residents  of 
Cass  County,  were  William  and  Elizabeth  (Craw- 
ford) Hanson.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Hanson,  was  a  native  of  Johnstown,  Fulton 
County,  N.  Y.  Emigrating  to  Michigan  in  1835, 
this  worthy  pioneer  settled  upon  section  31,  Jeff- 
erson Township,  wheie,  after  improving  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  he  passed  away 
while  making  a  trip  to  mill.  He  was  found  on 
the  ice  of  Pleasant  Lake,  near  P^dwardsburgh,  and 
was  dead  when  discovered.  His  wife  survived 
until  1871.  In  political  opinions,  he  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat. His  wife  was  a  Presbyterian,  and  a  sincere 
Christian.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  sons: 
Ralph,  engaged  in  mining  in  Colorado;  Benjamin, 
who  died  while  in  the  army;  John,  William, 
James  and  Victor.  The  two  daughters  were  Ann 
and  Rebecca.  By  his  first  marriage,  the  grand- 
father had  two  daughters,  Margaret  and  Eliza. 

William  Hanson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Fulton  County,  N.  Y.,  November  14, 
1824.  He  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Michigan 
in  1835,  and,  having  reached  maturity,  began  life 
for  himself  upon  a  farm  of  eighty  acres.  He  in- 
creased his  estate  to  seven  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  nearly  all  located  in  Jefferson  Township, 
and  mostly  under  high  cultivation.  Our  subject 
owns  the  old  homestead  on  which  he  settled  in 
1857.     The  father  retired  from  active  farming  du- 


ties in  1881,  and  made  his  home  in  Edwardsburgh, 
when  he  gave  each  of  his  five  children  eighty  acres 
apiece.  He  was  twice  married;  first  to  Elizabeth 
Crawford,  who  bore  him  five  children:  Mary 
Head,  of  San  Angelo,  Tex.;  Henry  A.;  Charles; 
Ann  Thatcher;  and  Lizzie,  who  died  at  two  years 
of  age.  The  first  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
died  in  September,  1875.  Miss  Matilda  Kownover 
became  the  second  wife  of  the  father,  and  was  the 
mother  of  one  child,  Minnie  Harris.  William 
Hanson  was  a  Democrat,  and  actively  interested 
in  local  and  national  politics. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Robert  Crawford,  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Jefferson 
Township,  who  prosperously  worked  a  small  farm 
of  seventy  acres.  He  was  a  man  of  liberal  views, 
and  was  of  Irish  ancestry.  He  reared  a  family  of 
four  daughters:  Mary,  Hannah,  Margaret  and 
Elizabeth,  the  latter  of  whom,  the  mother  of 
Charles  Hanson,  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Our  subject  spent  the  days  of 
boyhood  on  the  old  farm,  and  gained  his  educa- 
tion in  the  school  of  the  district.  At  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  became  his  own  master,  and  dili- 
gentlj'  continued  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
married  at  twenty-six,  and  now  owns  one  hundred 
and  thirty  acres  of  the  homestead.  Upon  Decem- 
ber 28,  1881,  he  entered  into  wedlock  with  Miss 
Carrie  A.  Truitt,  a  native  of  Milton  Township, 
Cass  County,  Mich.  Mrs.  Hanson  is  the  daughter 
of  Henry  P.  and  Letitia  (flicks)  Truitt,  who  were 
born  respectively  in  Delaware  and  Erie  County, 
Ohio.  Upon  their  homestead  of  eighty  acres  two 
daughters,  Carrie  A.  and  Bessie,  shared  the  labors 
of  the  mother,  and  grew  up  to  intelligent  woman- 
hood. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Hanson,  Peter 
Truitt,  was  born  in  Slatter  Neck,  Sussex  County, 
Del.,  February  7,  1801.  He  emigrated  to  Michi- 
gan by  team  in  1831,  and  was  forty-four  days 
upon  the  way.  He  entered  fifteen  hundred  acres 
of  land,  which  he  afterward  divided  among  his 
children.  He  passed  away  December  29,  1881, 
having  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  an  active  and  liberal  supporter 
of  his  denomination,  assisting  in  organizing  the 
first  church  of   that  persuasion  in    the  township. 
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Politically,  he  was  in  early  life  a  Whig,  but  af- 
terward became  a  stanch  Republican.  He  was 
the  first  and  only  Postmaster  in  Milton  Township, 
and,  ever  anxious  to  assist  in  public  improve- 
ments, helped  to  build  the  road  between  the  city 
of  Niles  and  his  home.  He  entered  matrimonial 
bonds  four  times.  His  first  wife,  Mary  Simpler, 
was  the  mother  of  John  M.,  Elizabeth  C.  Tittle, 
Henry  P.  and  David  T.;  one  child  died  in  infancy. 
By  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth,  he  had  two  chil- 
dren, Mary  J.  Butts  and  Esther  Griflfith.  The  third 
wife,  Deborah  McKnitt,  was  the  sister  of  the  sec- 
ond wife,  and  had  but  one  child,  James  M.  The 
fourth  wife,  Sarah  Lane,  nee  McKnitt,  had  no 
issue.  Peter  Truitt  was  the  son  of  Langford  and 
Esther  A.  (Shockley)  Truitt,  whose  home  was  on 
a  Delaware  farm.  The  first  wife  of  Peter  Truitt 
was  a  daughter  of  Milby  Simpler,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier  of  patriotic  stock. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are  the  par- 
ents of  one  child,  a  son,  Frank  L.,  at  home,  born 
June  22,  1888.  Reared  and  educated  in  the  lo- 
cality of  their  present  home,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanson 
enjoy  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  many  friends. 


^^+^1 


mOMAS  RODGERS.  Agricultural  life  af- 
fords abundant  illustration  of  the  power  of 
perseverance,  and  perhaps  nocareer  is  more 
instructive,  viewed  in  this  light,  than  that  of  Mr. 
Rodgers,  a  properous  farmer  of  Cass  County  resid- 
ing on  section  31,  Pokagon  Township.  He  is  of 
direct  Scotch  descent,  his  grandfather.  Dr.  John 
Rodgers,  having  been  born  in  Scotland,  whence  he 
emigrated  to  America  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
one  son.  He  was  a  skilled  physician,  having  grad- 
uated from  a  medical  school  in  his  native  land, 
and  after  coming  to  the  United  States  he  conducted 
a  general  practice  in  Rockbridge  County,  Va.,  un- 
til his  death.  He  was  a  well-in  formed  man,  pos- 
sessing enlarged  views,  enlightened  mind  and 
broad  professional  knowledge. 

In  Grandfather  Rodgers'  famil}^  there  were   the 
following  children:  Thomas,  John,  William,  Aide, 


Aniel,  Samuel,  Andrew,  Alexander  and  two  daugh- 
ters. He  and  all  his  children  with  the  exception 
of  Alexander  were  members  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church  and  active  workers  in  that 
denomination.  Alexander,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  1792,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Rockbridge  County,  Va.  His  school  education 
was  of  the  slenderest  kind,  scarcely  even  perfect- 
ing him  in  the  "three  R's;"  but  by  self-culture 
he  became  a  well-informed  man,  an  accurate  ac- 
countant and  a  good  penman. 

When  twenty  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1808, 
Alexander  Rodgers  married  Margaret  Culton,  and 
soon  afterward,  with  all  his  earthly  effects  packed 
on  two  horses,  he  moved  to  Ohio  and  entered  of 
the  Government  a  tract  of  land  in  Preble  County, 
Ohio.  On  arriving  at  the  place  he  camped  the  first 
night  and  cooked  his  first  meal  on  the  farm  by  a 
large  log.  It  was  no  easy  task  to  clear  the  farm 
and  subdue  the  forest  growth,  but  his  industry  and 
perseverance  accomplished  the  desired  results. 
Selling  that  place  in  1828,  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  nine  children  he  came  to  Michigan,  mak- 
ing the  trip  with  three  wagons,  and  driving  his 
sheep,  hogs,  cattle,  one  span  of  horses  and  three 
yoke  of  oxen  in  front  of  the  wagons  during  the 
entire  trip. 

Arriving  in  Cass  County,  Mr.  Rodgers  entered  six- 
teen hundred  acres  of  Government  land,  to  which 
he  soon  added  several  hundred  acres.  A  portion 
of  the  property  was  located  in  Berrien  County, 
though  the  larger  part  was  in  Cass  County.  While 
in  Ohio  he  operated  a  mill  and  distillery,  but 
throughout  life  made  agriculture  his  principal  busi- 
ness. In  his  politics,  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  later 
a  Republican.  Interested  in  all  local  affairs,  he 
served  in  several  minor  offices,  including  that  of 
Township  Assessor.  He  passed  away  in  1867,  hav- 
ing survived  his  wife  twenty  years.  Their  nine 
children  were  as  follows:  Rebecca,  deceased;  Samuel, 
who  served  in  the  Black  Hawk  War  and  is  now  de- 
ceased; Alexander;  John;  Margaret,  Mrs.  Andrew 
L.  Burk;  Isabella,  Mrs.  E.  Jackson;  Alery,  de- 
ceased; Thomas  and  William  A. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Preble 
County,  Ohio,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1825.  His 
education  was  gained  in  the  log  schoolhouses  of 
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Pokngon  Townsliip  and  lie  remained  with  liis  par- 
ents until  lie  established  his  own  home.  At  the 
time  of  his  marriage  his  father  gave  him  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven  acres  of  unimproved  land, 
which  he  cleared  through  his  own  exertions.  He 
and  his  relatives  have  probably  cleared  more  land 
in  Pokagon  Township  than  any  other  family  re- 
siding here.  In  1852,  Mr.  Rodgers  began  to  clear 
seventeen  acres  in  the  woods,  on  the  28th  of  May, 
and  in  fourteen  days  he  had  the  entire  tract  cleared 
and  the  trees  cut  down,  while  one-half  had  been 
logged  and  burned. 

The  first  marriage  of  IMr.  Rodgers  occurred  in 
1818  and  united  him  with  Miss  Sarah  J.,  daughter 
of  Casper  Ellis.  Unto  them  were  born  three  chil- 
dren: T.  Corvvin;  Mary,  the  wife  of  George  Mc- 
Cormick,  and  Rosabelle,  Mrs.  Arthur  Hudson.  Af- 
ter the  death  of  IMrs.  Sarah  Rodgers,  which  occurred 
in  1871,  our  subject  married  Miss  Mattie  Mont- 
gomery, an  estimable  lady,  who  is  highly  regarded 
in  this  community.  In  his  social  connections,  Mr. 
Rodgeis  is  identified  witli  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
being  a  member  of  Pokagon  Lodge  No.  136.  Po- 
litically, he  is  a  Republican  and  is  interested  in 
local  politics,  believing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every 
citizen  to  aid  in  securing  the  best  officials  for  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  responsibility. 


W WASHINGTON  A.  SMITH,  a  successful  and 
representative  horticulturist  of  Benton 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  has 
been  a  constant  resident  of  his  present  locality  for 
thirty  years,  and  during  this  period  of  time  has 
actively  participated  in  all  matters  of  local  prog- 
ress and  enterprise  in  his  home  neighborhood.  A 
thoroughly  practical  fruit-grower,  he  is  consid- 
ered an  authority  on  the  culture  of  peaches  and  has 
charge  of  the  Town  Board  of  "  Yellow  ''  Commis- 
sioners of  Benton  Township.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  Bedford,  Pa.,  in  1824,  and  passed  the 
days  of  early  childhood  in  his  birthplace.  His 
father  and  mother,  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Putnam) 


Smith,  were  born  and  reared  in  the  sunny  South, 
Maryland  being  their  native  State.  Residing  the 
first  part  of  their  married  life  in  the  Quaker  State, 
they  later  removed  to  Ohio,  and  when  their  son 
Washington  was  but  nine  3^ears  old  settled  in  Co- 
lumbiana County.  In  the  Buckeye  State,  Mr.  Smith 
was  mainly  reared,  and,  attending  the  log  cabin 
district  schools  of  his  home  neighborhood,  re- 
ceived such  training  as  those  schools  afforded. 
When  grown  to  manhood  he  attended  a  High 
School,  read  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
the  old  Indian  Council  House  at  Upper  Sandusky, 
Ohio. 

Married  at  a  comparatively  early  age  to  the 
present  companion  of  his  life,  Mr.  Smith  finally 
decided  to  settle  permanently  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  and  emigrated  from  Williams  County, 
Ohio,  to  Benton  Township,  Berrien  County,  in 
1862.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  the  oldest  settlers 
of  their  location  along  the  lake  shore  where 
they  now  reside.  Four  children,  two  sons  and 
two  daughters,  have  cheered  the  home  by  their 
merry  presence.  Edwin  A.,  the  eldest-born,  is  now 
a  prominent  resident  of  South  Dakota;  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  Frank  Burdick,  a  leading  citizen  of 
Sod  us,  Mich.;  Fanny  B.  and  Karl  A.  are  yet  with  the 
father  and  mother  and  are  social  favorites  in  the 
township.  The  homestead  is  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive pieces  of  outside  property  in  the  vicinity, 
and  is  an  abode  of  hospitality,  a  large  circle  of 
old-time  friends  and  acquaintances  meeting  with  a 
ready  welcome  within  the  spacious  and  substantial 
residence. 

In  the  spring  of  1862,  immediately  after  our 
subject  settled  on  the  farm,  he  planted  out  an  or- 
chard of  peach  trees,  covering  several  acres,  and 
from  his  earliest  arrival  in  the  State  he  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  horticultural  interests  of  Berrien 
County.  Mr.  Smith  owns  fifty  acres  of  highly 
productive  land,  all  devoted  to  the  culture  of 
fruit,  which  crop  he  has  handled  most  profitably 
during  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  The 
improvements,  residence  and  barns,  have  been 
erected  by  our  subject,  who  has  steadily  prospered 
in  his  present  department  of  agricultural  labor, 
and  has  demonstrated  the  value  of  practical  ex- 
perience and  real  adaptability  to  the  business  of 
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horticulture.  Politically,  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Democrat 
and  gives  due  attention  to  the  conduct  of  local 
and  national  affairs,  and,  a  man  of  intelligence,  is 
well  posted  in  the  current  events  of  the  day.  He 
is  an  ardent  advocate  of  local  improvements  and 
educational  advancement,  and  is  ever  ready  to 
lend  a  helping  hand  in  behalf  of  mutual  welfare 
and  \Aie  best  interests  of  the  community  by  whom 
he  is  surrounded.  A  man  of  superior  business 
ability  and  a  liberal-spirited  citizen,  Washington 
A.  Smith  justly  enjoys  the  conrtdence  of  .all  his 
fellow-townsmen. 


^      w^1 


>^^<m^ 


TEPHEN  H.  MARTIN  is  the  owner  and 
proprietor  of  one  of  Three  Oaks'  most  suc- 
cessful business  enterprises,  the  general 
mercantile  establishment,  well  known  in 
the  county  as  a  prominent  emporium  of  trade. 
Mr.  Martin  was  born  in  southern  Indiana  on  New 
Year's  Day  of  1844.  His  ancestors  for  several 
generations  were  residents  of  New  Jersey,  and  his 
paternal  great-grandfather  was  a  hero  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary War.  Grandfather  Isaac  Martin  was 
born  in  New  Jersey,  as  was  also  the  father  of  our 
subject,  P].  S.  Martin,  the  latter  having  been 
reared  in  the  State  of  his  nativity.  He  was  mar- 
ried there  to  Miss  Rachel,  the  daughter  of  Stephen 
Harlan d,  and  after  that  important  event  he  re- 
moved to  Indiana,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of 
a  shoemaker.  Later  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
mason,  which  he  followed  in  connection  with 
farming. 

In  1845  or  1846,  E.  S.Martin  came  to  Michigan, 
and,  locating  in  Berrien  County,  purchased  a  farm 
on  section  22,  Three  Oaks  Township.  The  land 
had  been  partially  cleared  by  its  former  owner,  a 
Mr.  Paddock,  and  consisted  of  about  one  hundred 
acres.  The  active  manual  labor  connected  with 
improving  the  property  was  done  by  the  sons, 
while  the  father  was  engaged  at  his  trade.  There 
were  six  children  in  the  family,  of  whom  five  are 
still  living.  They  are:  Isaac  W.,  a  fruit  farmer 
residing  in  Riverside,  Cal.;  our  subject;  William 


A.,  formerly  Treasurer  of  La  I'orte  County,  Ind., 
and  now  in  business  in  the  city  of  La  Porte;  Ab- 
raham F.,  who  has  a  large  furniture  establishment 
at  La  Porte,  the  business  being  conducted  under 
the  firm  name  of  Martin  Bros.;  John  E.,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business  at  La  Porte. 
Elizabeth  married  Marion  Love,  a  farmer  residing 
in  Three  Oaks. 

In  1891  Mr.  Martin,  Sr.,  removed  to  the  city  of 
La  Porte,  where  he  and  his  estimable  wife  make 
their  home.  They  are  active  workers  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  are  people  whose  up- 
right characters  and  nobility  of  disposition  have 
endeared  them  to  a  host  of  acquaintances.  While 
not  a  partisan  in  his  political  opinions,  and  pre- 
ferring the  quiet  happiness  of  domestic  life,  undis- 
turbed by  the  cares  incident  to  public  life,  Mr. 
Martin,  nevertheless,  takes  considerable  interest  in 
all  matters  of  local  and  general  importance  and 
invariably  casts  his  ballot  and  gives  his  influence 
on  behalf  of  the  Democratic  party.  An  industri- 
ous, energetic  man,  he  is  passing  the  declining 
days  of  his  useful  existence  amid  the  comforts  ac- 
cumulated through  years  of  toil. 

At  the  age  of  two  years  our  subject  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Berrien  County,  and  grew  to  man- 
hood in  Three  Oaks  Township,  where  he  com- 
menced his  studies  in  the  district  schools.  For  a 
short  time  he  attended  the  New  Carlisle  Normal, 
at  New  Carlisle,  Ind.,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  first  engaging 
in  the  sawmill  business  in  Three  Oaks  Township 
for  one  year.  Then,  with  his  eldest  brother,  he 
came  to  the  village  of  Three  Oaks,  where  for  three 
years  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business.  Dis- 
posing of  his  interest  to  his  brother,  he  went  to 
New  Carlisle,  Ind.,  and  embarked  in  the  hardware 
business.  Thence  he  removed  to  South  Haven, 
and  for  seven  years  conducted  an  extensive  and 
profitable  trade  in  his  mercantile  establishment. 
In  1879  he  came  to  Three  Oaks  and  opened  a  gen- 
eral store,  wliere  he  has  a  complete  assortment  of 
dry  goods, clothing,  groceries,  general  merchandise 
and  hardware.  He  also  conducts  a  first-class  liv- 
ery stable  and  caters  to  the  best  trade  in  the  city. 
May  20,  1869,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Martin  to  Miss  Irene,  daughter  of  William  IL  Mc- 
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Daniel,  a  traveling  salesman  of  New  Carlisle,  Ind. 
Mrs.  Martin  was  born  in  Ohio,  but  was  quite 
youn<2:  when  she  removed  to  New  Carlisle  and  her 
education  was  received  in  that  city.  They  are  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Clyde,  Estella,  Sherwood 
and  Paul.  In  politics,  Mr.  Martin  is  a  stanch 
Democrat  and  invariably  gives  his  support  to  liis 
chosen  party.  At  the  present  time  he  is  serving 
as  Supervisor  of  Tiiree  Oaks  Township,  of  which 
position  he  has  been  the  incumbent  for  three  years, 
lie  also  served  as  Township  Treasurer  for  two 
years,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Common  Council 
of  Three  Oaks.  In  his  social  connection  he  is 
identified  with  the  Order  of  Maccabees. 


♦^♦^* 


•  ♦=i«$»^=^ 


(^  IVILLIAM  II.  BULLARD,  a  successful  busi- 
\/\///  "^ss  man  residing  in  Niles,  and  promi- 
^ly^  nently  identified  with  the  interests  of  this 
city,  is  a  native  of  New  York  and  was  born  in 
Auburn,  Cayuga  County,  April  23,  1842.  His 
parents,  Ambrose  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Ilibaid)  Bul- 
lard,  were  natives  of  Paris,  France,  and  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  in  1825,  locating  in  Auburn, 
N.  Y.,  where  the  father  remained  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  in  1856  went  to  Paw  Paw, Mich.,  where 
he  remained  until  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1858, 
in  that  place.  In  1859  he  returned  to  Auburn, 
N.  Y^.,  where  he  remained  until  his  death. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  five  daughters 
and  seven  sons,  William  H.  being  the  seventh  in 
order  of  birth.  He  passed  his  boyhood  days  in 
Auburn,  where  he  acquired  the  rudiments  of  his 
education.  In  1856,  when  fourteen  years  of  age, 
he  came  to  Michigan  and  located  at  Paw  Paw, 
Van  Buren  County.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
he  enlisted,  on  the  23d  of  April,  1861,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  C,  Seventieth  New  York  Infan- 
try, which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, Col.  Sickles  commanding  the  regiment. 
Our  subject  participated  in  many  of  the  hard- 
fought  engagements  of  the  war,  including  the  bat- 
tles of  the  Wilderness  and  the  terrible  conflict  at 


Gettysburg.  After  having  served  for  three  years, 
three  months  and  ten  days,  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged in  July,  1864. 

At  the  close  of  his  military  service,  Mr.  Bullard 
settled  in  Mishawaka,  Ind.,  and  in  October,  1864, 
came  to  Niles,  where  he  has  since  resided.  By 
trade  a  wood-turner,  he  followed  that  occupation 
here  until  he  was  chosen  clerk  in  the  postoflfice  at 
Niles.  He  served  efficiently  for  four  years  and 
then  resigned  on  account  of  his  health.  His  next 
position  was  that  of  messenger  between  Cleveland 
and  Chicago,  in  the  employ  of  the  Lake  Shore 
Railway  Company.  Afterward  he  embarked  in 
the  grocery  business,  and  from  a  small  beginning 
in  that  line  has  gradually  increased  his  stock  un- 
til it  is  now  the  most  complete  in  the  city.  He 
conducts  a  large  and  profitable  business  and  is  re- 
garded as  a  reliable  and  honorable  man. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  1868,  William  H.  Bullard 
and  Miss  Carrie  G.,  daughter  of  Ihff  Fisher,  of 
Berrien  Centre,  were  united  in  marriage,  and  the 
union  has  proved  one  of  great  happiness  and 
mutual  helpfulness.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bullard  have  a 
neat  and  comfortable  home  in  Niles,  and  are  promi- 
nent in  the  society  of  this  place.  In  politics  a 
Republican,  fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
Berrien  County  Lodge  No.  6,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  was  instrumental  in 
the  organization  and  was  a  prominent  member  of 
Frank  Graves  Post  No.  64,  G.  A.  R.,  being  a  leader 
among  the  veterans  of  the  war.  His  brother, 
James  P\,  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  war  and  assisted 
in  the  capture  of  the  famous  Confederate  Presi- 
dent, Jefferson  Davis,  as  well  as  in  his  removal  to 
Washington,  D.  C. 


^^^1®^^^.^^ 


^ETER   YC 

Jl)  practical 

?^    on   sectio 


YOAR,  an  enterprising  citizen  and 
general  agriculturist  now  residing 
section  34,  Benton  Township,  Berrien 
)  [  Count}^,  Mich.,  is  a  native  of  County  Clare, 
Ireland,  and  was  born  May  14,  1823.  His  parents, 
William  and  Mary  (Bradley)  Yoar,  were  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  in  the  Old  Counti\y,  and 
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were  among  the  prosperous  farmers  of  their  native 
land.  The  mother  having  in  the  mean  time  died, 
the  father  came  in  1852  to  America,  but  after  so- 
journing for  three  years  in  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  re- 
turned to  Ireland.  The  children  were  seven  in 
number,  five  sons  and  two  dauo^hters.  John,  the  eld- 
est, is  a  store-keeper  in  St.  Joseph.  Patrick  lives  in 
Benton  Harbor;  Matt  is  a  successful  agriculturist; 
Michael  is  a  farmer  of  the  county.  Peter,  our  sub- 
ject, had  just  attained  his  majority  when  he  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  St.  Jo- 
seph, his  home  for  sixteen  years.  October  1, 1846, 
Peter  Yoar  and  Miss  Margaret  Daley  were  united 
in  marriage.  Mrs.  Yoar  was  the  daughter  of  Pat- 
rick Daley,  a  native  of  Ireland,  in  which  countr}' 
the  estimable  wife  of  our  subject  was  born,  reared 
and  educated,  later  coming  to  the  United  States. 

For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Yoar  profitably  ran 
a  sawmill,  and,  a  long-time  resident  of  St.  Jo- 
seph, during  the  early  days  was  numbered  among 
the  leading  citizens  and  substantial  business  men 
of  Berrien  County.  For  a  time  our  subject  lived 
in  Chicago,  but  for  the  past  thirty  years  has  con- 
tinued to  occupy  the  valuable  homestead,  which 
he  has  brought  up  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  improved  with  an  attractive  residence  and 
commodious  barns.  When  with  his  family  Mr.  Yoar 
first  made  his  home  upon  section  34,  the  humble 
dwelling  which  sheltered  the  parents,  sons  and 
daughters  was  in  the  dense  woods,  which  have  by 
the  labor  of  years  been  cleared,  the  rich  soil  since 
having  yielded  a  bounteous  harvest.  The  hearts 
of  the  parents  were  gladdened  by  the  birth  of 
twelve  children,  six  of  whom  yet  survive.  Peter 
is  in  the  employ  of  P.  D.  Armour,  of  Chicago; 
Thomas  is  working  for  the  Armour  Company 
of  Kansas  City;  Matthew  is  living  in  Chicago; 
Margaret  married  Jones  Hyner,  Captain  of  the 
Life  Saving  Station  at  Ludington,  Mich.,  who, 
in  courageously  going  to  the  rescue  of  a  crew 
whose  vessel  was  in  distress,  lost  his  life,  his  boat 
being  suddenly  capsized  in  a  sea  in  which  no  swim- 
mer could  reach  the  shore;  and  Jennie  and  Cath- 
erine are  both  residing  in  Chicago. 

At  one  time  our  subject,  who  has  been  finan- 
cially prospered,  owned  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  excellent  land,  but  gave  to  his  sons  one 


hundred  and  sixty  acres,  reserving  for  his  own 
use  an  eighty-acre  tract,  upon  which  stand  the 
improvements  he  has  from  time  to  time  ambi- 
tiously added  to  the  fine  homestead.  Mr.  Yoar 
opened  a  road  from  the  public  highway  to  his 
home,  nnd  is  a  believer  in  the  value  of  local  prog- 
ress. Politically,  our  subject  is  a  Democrat  and  a 
firm  supporter  of  the  '•  Party  of  the  People."  He  is 
interested  in  local  and  national  issues,  and  in  all 
things  pertaining  to  public  matters  is  a  true  and 
loyal  citizen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yoar  were  bred  in  the 
tenets  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  have  brought  up 
their  family  to  a  due  observance  of  religion.  The 
father  and  mother  are  regular  attendants  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Benton  Harbor,  and  are 
liberal  contributors  to  the  good  work  of  their 
parish. 


-^^ 


4- 


^^^  RRIN  BROWN,  a  successful  and  extensive 
I  )l'  ^^oi'^iculturist  of  Sod  us  Township,  Berrien 
^^^'  County,  Mich.,  is  a  man  of  fine  executive 
ability  and  business  enterprise  and  has  during  his 
entire  lifetime  been  associated  with  the  growth 
and  history  of  the  State.  Mr.  Brown  was  born  in 
Wayne  Count}^  Mich.,  in  September,  1836.  His 
father,  Orrin  Brown,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  where  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Rlioda  Weaver  and  with  her  soon  after 
emigrated  to  the  then  wilds  of  Michigan.  The 
3^oung  couple,  making  their  home  in  the  West  in 
that  early  day,  faced  many  privations,  but  with 
cheerful  industry  won  their  upward  way,  and  had 
apparently  a  bright  future  before  them  when,  prior 
to  the  birth  of  our  subject,  his  father  died.  Orrin 
was  only  six  months  old  when  the  bereaved  widow 
with  her  three  little  sons  and  father  removed,  in 
1837,  to  Will  County,  III.  About  six  months  after 
the  family  had  located  in  their  new  home  the 
young  mother  sickened  and  died,  leaving  her  or- 
phaned children  to  the  care  of  relatives.  Norman 
E.  Brown,  the  eldest  of  the  brothers,  is  now  sur- 
viving and  resides  in  St.  Joseph,  Mich. 

Orrin,  reared  in  Will  County,  111.,  attended  the 
public  schools  and  received  a  good  common  edu- 
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cation.  As  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  he  worked 
at  the  carpenter's  trade  with  his  brothers  until 
1863,  when  he  came  to  Sodus  Township  and  set- 
tled in  his  present  locality.  He  at  once  engaged 
in  the  lumber  trade  and  milling  business,  and  re- 
mained in  this  line  of  occupation  for  five  years. 
He  then  bought  land  and  went  into  the  culture  of 
fruit  and,  being  prospered,  has  since  continued  in 
the  same  branch  of  agriculture.  Mr.  Brown  has 
forty-five  acres  in  cultivation,  four  acres  in  straw- 
berries and  raspberries,  and  he  also  raises  enough 
grain  for  home  consumption.  Answering  to  the 
final  call  of  the  Government  during  the  Civil  War, 
our  subject  for  a  time  forsook  his  peaceful  occupa- 
tion and  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
entering  Company  E,  P'ourteenth  Michigan  In- 
fantry, in  1864,  and  remaining  in  constant  mili- 
tary duty  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Mr.  Brown 
took  part  in  the  famous  march  of  Sherman  to  the 
sea  and  was  mustered  out  at  New  York  City,  in 
June  1865. 

In  1858,  Orrin  Brown  and  Frances  Hamilton 
were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Brown  was  the 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Maggie  Hamilton, old-time 
residents  of  Kankakee  County,  111.  Unto  our 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  been  born  the 
following  children:  Elroy  O.,  the  eldest-born,  mar- 
ried Miss  Lottie  E.  Dick  and  is  making  his  home 
in  Cass  County,  Mich.  Rhoda  E.  is  the  wife  of 
Perry  G.  Pugh,  and  resides  in  Bainbridge  Town- 
ship, Mich.  Mr.  Brown  was  a  second  time  united 
in  marriage,  wedding  Miss  F.  Maria  Butler,  a  lady 
of  worth  and  intelligence.  Mr.  Brown  is  a  prom- 
inent member  and  oflficer  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  He  is  a  Class-leader  and  Trustee  and 
has  been  Steward.  With  his  wife  he  is  active  in  the 
good  work  of  that  religious  organization  and  liber- 
ally assists  in  the  promotion  and  extension  of  its  in- 
fluence. Fraternally,  our  subject  is  a  member  of 
George  H.  Thomas  Post  No.  14,  G.  A.  R.,  and  much 
enjoys  there-unions  of  the  order.  Politically, he  is 
a  stalwart  Republican  and  has  always  voted  that 
ticket.  A  true  and  loyal  citizen  and  an  excellent 
friend  and  neighbor,  he  commands  the  esteem  and 
high  regard  of  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances.  He 
has  won  his  way  unaided  in  life  and  may  with 
pleasure  reflect  upon  an    industrious  and   useful 

29 


career,  guided  by  principle.  Left  an  orphan  in 
infancy,  he  attained  to  a  self-respecting  and  self- 
reliant  manhood  and  is  in  the  highest  sense  of  the 
word  a  representative  American  citizen. 


'\f/OHN  W.  DEMPSEY,  a  prominent  pioneer 
settler  and  successful  general  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Bertrand  Township,  Berrien 
County,  came  with  his  parents  to  this  State 
m  very  early  days,  and  in  1838  settled  in  the 
woods,  living  in  the  log  cabin  built  by  his  father. 
A  sturdy,  resolute  boy  of  ten,  he  soon  adapted 
himself  to  the  privations  and  experiences  of  pio- 
neer life,  and  as  he  attained  to  manhood  became 
an  important  factor  in  local  progress  and  advance- 
ment. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Allen  Township,  Alle- 
gany County,  N.  Y.,  July  30,  1827.  His  father, 
John  Dempsey,  was  also  a  native  of  the  E^mpire 
State,  and  was  born  in  Schoharie  County,  July  16, 
1800,  and  was  reared  in  his  birthplace,  and  early 
trained  to  assist  in  the  duties  of  his  father's  farm. 
He  continued  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  all  his 
life.  Married  in  his  early  home,  he  located  on  a 
farm  in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  and  remained 
there  a  number  of  years.  Finally,  following  the 
stream  of  emigration  headed  Westward,  he,  with 
his  family,  journeyed  to  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
and  settled  in  the  then  wilderness,  building  the 
humble  cabin  of  logs  which  safely  sheltered  him- 
self, wife  and  children. 

Arriving  in  the  State  of  Michigan  in  1838,  John 
Dempsey  survived  fourteen  years,  and  was  an  ac- 
tive participant  in  the  wonderful  changes  wrought 
in  that  time.  He  passed  away  m  1852,  mourned 
as  a  public  loss  by  the  community  among  whom 
he  was  well  known  and  highly  regarded.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Mark  Dempsey,  born  in  New 
York,  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Three  broth- 
ers, who  emigrated  from  the  Old  Country  and 
were  soon  separated  after  reaching  the  United 
States,  were  the  founders  of  this  branch  of  the 
Dempsey  family   in  America,  the  original  Demp^ 
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seys  having  been  among  the  early  Colonists.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  Betsey  (White)  Dempsey, 
was  born  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  July  30, 
1793.  She  lived  to  be  seventy-three  years  of  age, 
and  was  of  Scoteh-Irish-German  descent.  The 
parents  of  John  W,  Dempsey  were  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  ten  children,  three  daughters  and  seven 
sons.  Three  sons  and  two  daughters  survived  to 
maturity.  The  three  sons  are  now  living,  our 
subject  being  the  eldest-born.  James  E.  resides  in 
Dayton,  Berrien  County,  Mich.;  he  lives  with  a 
son.  Joseph  M.  is  a  well-known  citizen  of  Benton 
Harbor. 

Mr.  Dempsey  was  but  ten  years  of  age  when, 
with  his  sisters  and  brothers,  he  located  in  Michi- 
gan. He  had  enjoyed  instruction  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  State,  but  afterward  attended  the 
primitive  schoolhouse  of  his  home  district,  walk- 
ing through  storms  and  sunshine,  a  mile  or  more 
each  way.  He  assisted  upon  the  farm  until  the 
death  of  his  father,  and  then  took  full  charge  of 
the  work  of  the  homestead,  but  as  others  were 
able  to  cultivate  the  family  acres,  he  found  em- 
ployment by  the  month  on  adjoining  farms,  and 
aided  his  father  long  before  his  death  with  his 
hard-earned  dollars.  Money  was  not  plentiful 
with  the  Dempseys  then,  and  year  after  year  they 
continued  to  make  their  home  in  the  log  cabin. 

July  4,  1866,  John  W.  Dempsey  and  Libbie  K. 
Dakin  were  married.  Mrs.  Dempsey  was  a  native  of 
Ingham  Township,  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  and  was 
born  in  1848.  Her  father,  John  Dakin,  was  born 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  found  his  way  to 
Michigan  in  an  early  day.  Her  mother,  Amaryllis 
(Southworth)  Dakin,  was,  like  her  husband,  a  na- 
tive of  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dakin  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  four  daughters  and  five 
sons,  Mrs.  Dempsey  being  the  eighth  child.  She 
was  educated  in  the  State  of  her  nativity. 

Our  subject  located  where  he  now  resides,  upon 
section  3,  immediately  following  his  wedding,  and 
there,  upon  the  old  home  farm  endeared  by  many 
memories,  Mr.  Dempsey  and  his  estimable  wife 
have  reared  their  family  of  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Charles  H.  makes  his  home  in  the 
State  of  Washington;  Nora  is  the  wife  of  Arthur 
Mile.^,  of  South  Dakota;  ajid  Zelma  and  John  Will- 


iam are  at  home  with  their  parents.  The  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  acres  is  nearly  all  under 
productive  and  profitable  cultivation,  and  is  de- 
voted to  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 

Mr.  Dempsey  and  his  family  are  members  and 
attendants  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Buchanan  Township,  and  are  active  in  the  good 
work  and  social  enterprises  of  that  denomination. 
Mr.  Dempsey  afliliates  with  the  Ancient  Free  & 
Accepted  Masons,  and  is  a  member  of  the  lodge 
at  Buchanan.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Eastern  Star, 
and  his  daughter  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
same  order.  Politically,  our  subject  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  is  interested  in  local  and  national  affairs. 
By  his  own  efforts  he  has  overcome  the  dilliculties 
of  early  days,  and  now,  financially  prospered,  may 
enjoy  the  success  he  has  so  worthil}^  won  by  per- 
sistent and  intelligent  industry. 


'■    "   ^- 


F.  IRELAND.  The  occupation  which 
this  gentleman  now  follows  has  received 
his  attention  for  many  years,  and  it  is 
but  the  truth  to  say  that  in  it  he  is 
thoroughly  posted  and  well  informed,  and  his 
labors  in  this  direction  have  contributed  very  ma- 
terially to  the  reputation  Cass  County  enjoys  as  a 
rich  farming  region.  In  connection  with  this,  he 
has  also  been  engaged  in  other  occupations,  but 
no  matter  what  he  has  attempted,  success  has  in- 
variably follow^ed.  Like  many  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  this  locality,  he  is  a  native  of 
the  State,  and  was  born  in  Berrien  County  in  1846, 
the  son  of  Silas  and  Matilda  (Michaels)  Ireland. 

Stephen  Ireland,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  the  son  of  John  Ireland,  who  was  probably  a 
native  of  Maryland,  and  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated from  Scotland  at  a  period  antedating  the 
Revolutionary  War.  These  ancestors  settled  in 
Maryland,  and  there  Stephen  first  saw  the  light 
of  day.  He  probably  grew  to  manhood  in  that 
State,  and  became  a  farmer  by  occupation,  but  in 
connection  was  also  engaged  as  a  drover.  When 
he  had  attained  his  majority  he  vyent  to  Ohio  with 
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Lis  parents,  and  settled  in  Ross  County,  where  be 
entered  Government  land.  They  cut  the  road  to 
their  farms  and  built  a  log  cabin  near  a  large 
spring,  where  they  had  an  abundance  of  clear,  cold 
water.  He  married  in  Ohio,  and  ten  children 
were  the  fruits  of  this  union,  the  falber  of  our 
subject  being  the  eldest  in  order  of  birth.  In  pol- 
itics, Mr.  Ireland  was  probably  a  Democrat. 

Silas  Ireland,  son  of  the  above,  was  born  in  Ross 
County,  Ohio,  in  1818,  and  there  his  boyhood  and 
youth  were  passed.  The  principal  part  of  his  ed- 
ucation was  received  by  observation  and  self- 
study,  for  schools  at  that  time  were  few  and  far 
between.  He  made  surveying  a  special  study,  and 
became  quite  proficient  in  that.  Up  to  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  remained  with  his  parents,  and  at 
that  age  his  father  gave  him  a  horse  and  saddle 
and  1 100  in  money.  About  1832  he  made  his 
way  to  Michigan,  and  settled  in  Berrien  County, 
where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  of  P^lias 
Jewell,  paying  $200  for  the  same.  In  order  to 
make  payments  on  the  place,  he  grubbed  at  fifty 
cents  per  day. 

That  county  was  the  scene  of  his  union  with 
Miss  Matilda  Michaels,  their  nuptials  being  cele- 
brated in  the  year  1833.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Adam  and  Mary  Michaels.  Immediately  after 
his  marriage,  Mr.  Ireland  turned  his  attention 
strictly  to  his  farm,  and  cleared  it  of  the  heavy 
timber  with  which  it  was  covered.  To  the  original 
tract  he  has  added  forty  acres,  and  since  then  he 
has  been  a  dealer  in  real  estate  in  Berrien  and 
Cass  Counties,  and  in  Iowa  and  Missouri,  owning 
at  one  time  over  eighteen  hundred  acres.  He  was 
also  engaged  in  the  milling  and  lumber  business 
to  son  e  extent,  and  had  a  controlling  interest  in 
the  Benton  Harbor  Plow  Company,  which  lost 
heavily  by  fire. 

His  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  twelve 
children.  E.  M.  married  Miss  McGill;  A.  F.  is 
our  subject;  Almeda  died  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen; Carrie  is  deceased;  AUce,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Zeph  Shaffer;  Charles  married  Miss  Nancy 
File;  Libbie  married  L.  H.  Perry;  P'rank  married 
Miss  Maggie  Flewellen;  Milo  is  next  in  order; 
Hattie  was  mairied  to  E.  S.  Cameron;  Roscoe  died 
at  the  age  of  nineteen;  and  George  is  next.     In 


politics,  the  father  was  a  Democrat.  He  is  a 
prominent  man  in  his  county,  and  was  sent  to  the 
State  Legislature  in  the  year  1876.  He  has  held 
the  office  of  County  Surveyor  of  Berrien  Countj^ 
for  many  years,  as  well  as  other  positions  of 
note.  A  director  in  the  Citizens'  Bank  of  Niles, 
and  a  stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  Dowagiac,  he  is 
well  and  favorably  known  throughout  the  county. 
He  makes  his  home  on  the  farm  he  first  bought  on 
coming  to  this  State. 

Until  twenty-one  years  of  age  our  subject  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  and  in  the 
schools  at  Niles  and  Dowagiac.  Upon  attaining 
his  majority  he  went  to  Missouri,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  selling  wagons  for  a  year.  After  this  he 
came  North  again,  and  later  went  to  Wisconsin, 
where  he  worked  at  the  carpenter  trade,  having 
learned  the  latter  in  his  native  State.  A  year 
later  he  went  to  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  has  made 
his  home  there  the  greater  part  of  the  time  since, 
following  his  trade  for  the  most  part.  He  worked 
two  seasons  on  the  depot  building  for  the  Great 
Northern  Railroad,  and  then,  in  1884,  came  to 
Cass  County,  where  he  remained  four  years.  Re- 
turning to  Minneapolis,  he  remained  there  three 
years,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  county.  He  is  engaged  in  farming,  and  has 
a  fine  place  on  section  22,  Silver  Creek  Township. 
He  was  married  in  Berrien  County  to  Miss  Louisa 
Abell,  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Charlotte  (Bortle) 
Abell.  Three  children  have  blessed  this  union: 
Max,  Birdie  and  Zoe.  Socially,  Mr.  Ireland  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  politically 
he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


-^I=- 


ENRY  AUGUST  WILLIAM  HELMHOLZ 
is  one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  of  the 
village  of  Three  Oaks,  having  come  hither 
at  a  period  so  early  in  the  history  of  the 
place  that  there  were  but  sixteen  families  located 
here.  Many  years  have  come  and  gone  since  then; 
there  have  been  remarkable  changes  and  wonder- 
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ful  improvements,  and  the  village  is  now  one  of 
the  most  thriving  in  southwestern  Michigan. 
These  happy  results  have  been  secured  through 
the  exertions  of  a  number  of  public-spirited  men, 
of  whom  Mr.  Ilelmholz  is  one.  His  is  one  of  the 
familiar  faces  of  Three  Oaks,  and  in  his  little  shop 
he  has  industriously  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  shoe- 
maker for  thirty-five  years. 

A  native  of  Hanover,  German}^,  the  subject  of 
tliis  sketch  was  born  on  the  9th  of  June,  1832. 
His  parents,  Henry  and  Louisa  Helmholz,  were  na- 
tives of  Germany,  and  died,  the  former  when  our 
subject  was  quite  young,  and  the  latter  in  1883. 
They  w_ere  the  parents  of  a  large  family  of 
children,  four  of  whom  survive,  namely:  Charles, 
who  makes  his  home  in  Hamburg,  Germany;  Char- 
lotte, a  resident  of  Luneburg,  Germany;  William, 
of  Cincinnati;  and  Henry  A.  W.,  of  this  sketch. 
The  father  followed  his  trade  of  a  cooper,  and  was 
an  industrious,  honorable  man,  whose  early  death 
was  deepl}^  mourned. 

In  the  schools  of  Dahlenburg,  Hanover,  Ger- 
many, the  subject  of  this  sketch  received  an  excel- 
lent education,  fitting  him  for  life's  active  duties. 
He  served  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years  at  the 
shoemaker's  trade,  after  which  he  worked  as  a 
"jour"  for  six  years,  traveling  from  place  to  place 
and  engaging  in  mending  shoes.  On  the  16th  of 
November,  1857,  he  left  his  native  land  and  took 
passage  on  a  vessel  bound  for  America.  Arriving 
in  this  country,  he  proceeded  directly  to  Chicago. 
Thence  he  went  to  Michigan  City,  Ind.,  and  from 
that  place,  after  a  sojourn  of  two  months,  he  came 
to  Three  Oaks,  and  for  two  years  traveled  through 
the  surrounding  country,  following  his  trade.  In 
1858  he  opened  a  shop,  where  he  has  since  engaged 
in  business. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  1862,  Mr.  Helmholz 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Frederica, 
daughter  of  Tobias  Henzler.  Mrs.  Helmholz  was 
born  in  Wittenberg,  Germany,  and  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  about  1852.  She  became  the 
mother  of  six  children,  of  whom  five  are  now 
living,  viz.:  Lottie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Mathew 
Hauser,  a  farmer  residing  in  Three  Oaks;  Lena, 
the  wife  of  William  Waltz,  a  harness-maker  resid- 
ing in  Three  Oaks;  Amelia,  a  clerk  in  the  post-of- 


fice at  Three  Oaks;  William,  a  book-keeper,  who 
resides  with  his  parents;  and  Charles,  a  clerk  in 
the  store  of  James  L.  McKee. 

p]ver  since  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Helmholz  has  cast  his  ballot  in  favor  of 
the  candidates  and  principles  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  i<lentified  with  the  German  Work- 
ingmcn's  Society.  Himself  and  wife,  with  all 
their  children,  are  active  members  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church,  toward  the  support  of  which 
the}^  contribute  regularly  and  generously.  At 
the  time  of  emigrating  to  this  country,  Mr. 
Helmholz  was  very  poor,  with  scarcely  any  of  this 
world's  goods  to  call  his  own,  and  all  that  he  now 
has   lie  acquired  through  industry  and  economy. 


,OBERT  H.  WILEY, 

7      residing  on  section  30,  La  Grange  Town- 


a    successful    farmer 


ship,  Cass  County,  was  born  in  Cassopolis, 
this  county,  in  1840,  and  is  the  son  of 
William  G.  and  Harriet  A.  (Sifert)  Wiley.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John  B.  Wiley, 
was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  and  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  ran  away  from  home,  in  company  with 
liis  brother  Robert.  Emigrating  to  America,  he 
located  in  New  York  City,  and  for  a  short  time 
followed  a  seafaring  life.  In  New  York  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Hannah  Prior,  who  was  born  in  that  city 
and  was  of  Dutch  descent. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Grandfather  Wiley  re- 
moved to  New  Jersey,  and  from  there  proceeded 
to  Erie,  Pa.,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a 
cooper.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Ohio,  and 
from  that  State  came  to  Michigan,  settling  in 
Cassopolis  about  1835.  Here  he  followed  his  trade 
until  his  death.  Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat, 
firm  in  his  adherence  to  the  party  of  his  choice. 
He  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  participated  in 
the  capture  of  Black  Rock.  His  family  included 
the  following-named  children:  James,  Robert, 
William  (father  of  our  subject),  Joanna  M.,  Char- 
lotte,  Hannah    and  Sarah.     His   wife,    and    the 
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mother  of  these  children,  survived  for  many  years, 
passing  away  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four. 

William  G.  Wiley  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
in  1816,  and  became  self-supporting  upon  reaching 
his  majority.  He  learned  the  cooper's  trade,  which 
he  followed  prior  to  his  removal  to  Michigan.  He 
married,  in  Cass  Count^',  Harriet  A.,  daughter  of 
Lemuel  and  Elizabeth  (Gambol)  Sifert,  the  father 
born  in  1794.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Peter 
Sifert,  was  born  in  Ireland,  in  1758,  and  emigrated 
to  America  when  a  young  man,  participating  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.  After  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Wiley,  Sr.,  followed  his  trade  a  number  of  years 
in  Wayne  Township,  and  in  1854  came  to  the 
farm  now  owned  by  our  subject.  Here  he  purchased 
two  hundred  acres,  and  upon  the  home  there 
established  remained  until  his  demise,  at  the  age 
of  forty-nine,  in  1865.  His  wife  is  still  living,  and 
has  reached  the  advanced  age  of  seventy  j^ears. 
They  were  both  devoted  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  were  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who 
knew  them.  Politicall3%  he  was  a  Democrat,  and 
in  his  social  connections  was  identified  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Cassopolis, 
and  the  Masonic  fraternity  at  the  same  place.  A 
man  of  prominence  in  the  community,  he  was  often 
called  to  positions  of  trust,  and  occupied  a  num- 
ber of  local  townsliip  ofhces. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  five  children, 
one  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  The  others  are: 
Robert  H.,  of  this  sketch;  EmWy,  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam H.  Hain;  Mary  E.,  Mrs.  Marcus  I).  Mealoy;  and 
John,  who  resides  in  Wexford  County,  Mich.  Mary 
is  deceased.  The  subject  of  tliis  sketch  remained 
at  home  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old,  mean- 
whrie  receiving  a  common-school  education  in  the 
home  neighborhood  and  at  Niles.  For  a  time  he 
followed  farming  pursuits  on  a  portion  of  his 
father's  farm,  but  in  1864  went  to  California,  where 
for  eighteen  months  he  was  variously  occupied. 
Upon  the  death  of  liis  father,  he  returned  home  to 
assume  the  management  of  the  estate. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Wiley  took  place  in  1867, 
and  united  him  with  Bina  C,  daughter  of  Brigg 
W.  and  Paulina  (Norton)  Hill.  Mrs.  Wiley  was 
born  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  in  1844,  and  by  her  mar- 
riage has  had  three  children,  two  of  whom  died  in 


infancy.  The  only  surviving  child  is  Ilattie. 
While  a  Democrat  in  his  political  opinions,  Mr. 
Wiley  is  veiy  liberal  in  his  views.  For  eleven 
years  he  served  as  Supervisor  of  his  township,  and 
he  has  occupied  other  responsible  positions.  He  is 
a  man  who  maintains  a  deep  interest  in  all  matters 
of  public  interest  and  importance,  and  as  a  citizen 
is  public-spirited  and  enterprising.  As  the  result 
of  his  energy  and  perseverance,  he  has  increased 
the  value  of  his  father's  estate,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  of 
which  one  hundred  and  sixty  are  tillable.  His 
farm  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  township,  and  con- 
tains all  the  improvements  to  be  found  upon  a 
first-class  place. 


<|  jfelLLIAM  HASLETT,  deceased,  who  was 
\/jJ//  for  over  two-score  years  a  prosperous 
\y^  representative  general  agriculturist  and 
successful  stock-raiser  of  Bertrand  Township, 
Berrien  Count}^  Mich.,  during  his  long  career  of 
usefulness  held  many  important  positions  of  trust, 
and  was  mourned  as  a  public  loss  when,  June  11, 
1889,  he  passed  to  his  rest.  For  years  he  had  served 
acceptably  as  Supervisor  of  the  township,  and  as 
Secretary  of  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany discharged  iiis  duties  with  fidelit},  and  estab- 
lished a  large  acquaintance  throughout  the  county. 
Honored  for  his  sterling  integrity  of  character,  his 
memory  will  long  be  preserved  in  the  hearts  of 
many  old  friends  tried  and  true.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  March  22,  1820. 
His  father,  John  Ilaslett,  was  of  English  descent,  as 
was  likewise  the  mother,  Letitia  Dunlap,  and  both 
the  parents  were  Pennsylvanians  by  birth.  Mr. 
Ilaslett  went  to  Indiana  with  his  parents  in  1837, 
and  was  among  the  pioneers  of  St.  Joseph  County. 
He  gained  his  education  in  his  native  State,  and 
soon  after  arriving  in  his  new  home  began  life  for 
himself.  He  was  married  in  St.  Joseph  County, 
July  21,  1847,  to  Miss  Maiy  E.  Best,  and  in  the 
following  November  located  on  the  farm  where 
Mrs.  Haslett  now  resides. 
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Mr.  Haslett  was  in  political  affiliation  a  Demo- 
crat and  wfis  elected  by  that  party  to  the  office  of 
Supervisor,  which  he  held  with  marked  efficiency 
so  many  terms.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of 
the  lodge  of  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons  in 
Buchanan  Township.  Our  subject  was  interred  by 
the  Masons  at  the  Howe  Cemetery,  a  large  circle  of 
acquaintances  following  his  remains  to  their  last 
resting-place.  A  kind  friend  and  public-spirited 
citizen,  his  helping  hand  was  ever  extended  to 
assist  others  in  their  hour  of  need.  Mrs.  Mary 
Ellen  (Best)  Haslett  was  born  in  White  Deer 
Township,  Union  County,  Pa.,  September  8,  1828. 
Her  father,  William  Best,  was  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  and  was  born  in  Sussex  County,  in  March 
1800.  Immediately  after  his  marriage  he  removed 
with  his  wife  to  Union  County,  Pa.,  and  several 
years  later  emigrated  to  Indiana,  settling  in  St. 
Joseph  County  in  1841  He  located  near  Granger, 
Ind.,  on  a  farm,  and  died  there  October  12,  1844. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Haslett,  Rachel  McAfee,  was 
born  in  the  Quaker  State  August  22,  180.5,  and 
died  in  Pennsylvania  in  early  womanhood,  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1831.  The  maternal  grandfather,  James 
McAfee,  was  of  Irish  descent,  and  is  supposed  to 
have  been  born  in  the  Old  Country.  The  father 
and  mother  of  Mrs.  Haslett  were  the  parents  of 
three  children,  two  daughters  and  one  son.  The 
father,  twice  married,  had  by  his  second  wife  two 
daughters  and  two  sons.  Mrs.  Haslett,  who  was 
the  eldest  child,  is  now  the  only  survivor  of  the 
sons  and  daughters  who  gathered  in  the  home  of 
her  father.  She  removed  with  her  father  and 
step-mother  to  Indiana  in  1841,  and  there  com- 
pleted her  education. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  widow  were 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven  sons,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  The  five  surviving  are  manly  and 
intelligent  young  men,  worthily  performing  their 
allotted  duties  in  life,  and  occupy  social  and  busi- 
ness positions  of  usefulness.  James  D.  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Chikaming  Township,  Berrien  County, 
Mich,  Robert  N.  assists  his  mother  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  productive  home  farm.  John  A. 
also  assists  at  home.  William  B.  makes  his  home 
in  Bertrand  Township  on  a  farm  of  his  own. 
Charles  L.  lives  in  Chesterton,  Porter  County, Ind. 


Andrew  D.  died  when  six  months  old.  An  infant 
died  unnamed;  those  deceased  were  the  second  and 
third  sons.  The  children  were  all  born  on  the  old 
homestead,  which  contains  two  hundred  and  two 
finely  cultivated  acres,  forty  acres  situated  in 
Chikaming  Township.  Mrs.  Haslett  is  a  member 
of  the  Eastern  Star.  A  woman  of  resolution  and 
excellent  judgment,  she  conducts  her  various  busi- 
ness interests  with  ability,  and  is  highly  regarded 
by  her  many  friends  and  numerous  acquaintances 
of  the  county  of  Berrien. 


-^^ 


^..  BUAM  YATES.  For  more  than  thirty 
Ol  years  this  gentleman  has  conducted  agri- 
cultural pursuits  upon  his  farm  in  Berrien 
County,  and  has  a  host  of  warm  personal 
friends  among  the  people  of  his  community.  His 
farm  consists  of  three  hundred  and  ten  acre§  and 
is  pleasantly  located  on  sections  1,  2,  11  and  12 
Water vliet  Township.  At  the  time  of  locating 
here,  in  1859,  he  purchased  only  seventy  acres, 
but  as  time  passed  by  and  as  his  exertions  were  re- 
warded with  success,  he  was  enabled  to  add  to  his 
landed  possessions  until  they  aggregate  the  amount 
above  named.  He  has  cleared  and  cultivated 
about  seventy  acres  of  the  property,  and  has  erected 
a  number  of  first-class  farm  buildings,  adapted  to 
their  various  purposes  and  considerably  enhancing 
the  value  of  the  place. 

The  son  of  Abram  and  Elizabeth  (Devoe)  Yates, 
the  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  the  village 
of  Schaghticoke,  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  October 
3,  1825.  He  traces  his  ancestry  to  Holland,  whence 
members  of  tlie  family  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  an  early  day.  Great-grandfather  Peter 
Yates  was  a  Colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and 
afterward  settled  where  the  grandfather,  father  of 
our  subject  and  our  subject  himself  were  all  born. 
Jacob  Yates  was  born  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y., 
and  married  there,  becoming  the  father  of  six  chil- 
dren: Peter,  Cornelius,  Christopher,  Abram,  Maria 
and  Sarah. 

The  father  of  our  subject  spent  his   entire  life 
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upon  the  farm  wliere  be  was  born.  He  died  in 
1837,  at  tiie  early  age  of  thirty-nine,  leaving  his 
widow  and  eight  children:  Maria;  John;  Jacob, 
deceased;  William,  who  died  in  Montcalm  County, 
Mich.;  Abram;  Henry,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.;  Au- 
gustus, who  also  resides  in  Rochester;  and  Charles. 
Our  subject's  mother  was  a  second  time  married, 
becoming  the  wife  of  Christopher  Yates,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Sarah,  a  resi- 
dent of  New  Jersey. 

After  completing  his  schooling,  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen our  subject  began  to  make  his  own  way  in 
the  world,  and  for  ten  years  worked  in  the  employ 
of  others.  Later  he  resided  for  five  years  in  Mon- 
roe County,  N.  Y.  In  April,  1854,  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  located  near  Hartford,  where  he 
purchased  eighty  acres,  and  resided  there  a  number 
of  years,  engaging  in  its  improvement  and  culti- 
vation. As  above  stated,  he  came  to  his  present 
farm  in  1859  and  has  since  made  his  home  here. 
He  has  accumulated  a  large  amount  of  this  world's 
goods  through  his  industrious  efforts  and  excel- 
lent management,  and  is  entitled  to  a  foremost  po- 
sition among  the  agriculturists  of  the  county.  In 
former  years  he  affiliated  with  the  Whigs,  and  now 
gives  his  support  to  the  Democratic  |)arty.  So- 
cially, he  takes  considerable  interest  in  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  of   which  he  is  an  active  member. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  on 
the  16th  of  February,  1854,  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  P^liza  M.  Wooden,  and  was  born  in  Chili, 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  on  Christmas  Day,  1834. 
Her  father,  James  Wooden,  was  born  in  Geneva 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  December,  1801;  and  her  mother, 
Sophia  (Beaman)  Wooden,  was  born  in  Windsor 
County,  Vt.,  being  the  daughter  of  Joshua  Beaman, 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  who  died  in  Franklin 
County,  N.  Y.  James  Wooden  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
his  death  occurred  on  the  12th  of  November,  1890. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  first  union  being  with 
Eliza  Gates.  Of  his  second  marriage  ten  children, 
eight  living,  were  born:  Eliza,  Julia,  Emily,  Lod- 
awick,  Matilda,  Laura,  Charles  and  Loretta.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  March  29,  1880. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Yates  was 
William  Wooden,  who  was  born  in  Newburg,  N.Y., 


April  1,  1780.  His  wife,  Sarah  Widner,  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  came  to  Senaca,  Ontario  Count3^,  N.  Y. 
They  settled  in  Chili,  N.  Y.,  where  Grandfather 
Wooden  passed  away.  They  were  the  parents  of 
four  sons  and  nine  daughters.  The  paternal  great- 
grandfather, James  Wooden,  was  a  native  of  Eng- 
land and  the  first  representative  of  the  family  in 
the  United  States.  One  of  Mrs.  Yates'  brothers, 
Fernando  C.  Wooden,  enlisted  in  the  Union  army, 
becoming  a  member  of  Company  B,  Thirty-fiftli 
Iowa  Infantry,  and  died  at  Cairo,  111.,  while  in 
active  service.  Lodawick,  another  brother,  enlisted 
from  Rochester,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  sharpshooter  and 
lost  his  legs  in  the  service.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Yates  were  born  five  children,  of  whom  three  are 
living:  PMson  A.,  Charles  D.  and  Edith  M.  The 
others  died  in  infancy. 


ylLLIAM  CONLEY.  Ohio  has  contributed 
to  Michigan  many  estimable  citizens,  but 
^^^  she  has  contributed  none  more  worthy  of 
respect  and  esteem  than  William  Conley,  who  is 
classed  among  the  prominent  and  wealthy  agri- 
culturists of  Cass  County.  He  was  born  in  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  in  the  part  that  is  now  Summit 
County,  March  3,  1822,  and  was  next  to  the  eld- 
est of  a  family  of  nine  children,  four  sons  and 
live  daughters,  born  to  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Williams)  Conley. 

William  Conley,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  the  Old 
Dominion,  born  near  Ilagerstown,  and  was  the  son 
of  Eli  Conley,  who  was  born  in  London,  England, 
but  who  came  to  America  when  quite  young.  The 
latter  settled  in  Virginia  and  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  farmer  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  a  man  of  moderate  means.  William  Con- 
ley, Sr.,  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade  in  early  life, 
and  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  After 
moving  to  Stark  County,  Ohio,  he  entered  a  small 
tract  of  land,  on  which  he  lived  until  his  death  in 
1836.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
State  and  was  the  daughter  of  George  Williams, 
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who  was  a  Pennsylvania  Dutchman.  Early  in  life, 
Mrs.  Conley  was  taken  by  her  parents  to  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  and  there  her  fatlier  took  up  land 
from  the  Government.  There  both  her  parents 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  days. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  Elkhart 
County,  Ind.,  in  the  year  1887.  She  had  re- 
moved there  in  the  year  1850  to  live  with  one  of 
her  sons.  Of  her  children,  James  died  when  small; 
Delila  married  D.  H.  Norton,  a  prominent  phy- 
sician of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  and  died  there  in 
March,  1891,  leaving  two  children,  a  boy  and  a 
girl;  George  is  a  farmer  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.; 
Eliza  Jane  married  Samuel  Williams,  a  farmer,  and 
they  went  to  Illinois,  where  she  now  resides,  her 
husband  having  died  there;  Eli  resides  in  Elkhart, 
Ind.,  and  has  made  a  fortune  in  the  real-estate 
business;  Caroline  married  Fred  Shaffer,  who  re- 
sides at  Elkhart,  and  who  has  been  in  the  employ 
of  the  railroad  company  for  thirty  years;  Jeremiah 
married  Anna  Miller,  and  died  at  Elkhart  about 
1873,  leaving  two  children,  a  boy  and  a  girl. 

Owing  to  the  death  of  his  father  when  our  sub- 
ject was  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  the  latter  re- 
ceived very  little  schooling,  for  the  support  of  the 
family  fell  upon  his  shoulders.  Even  at  that  early 
age  he  showed  much  good  sense  and  judgment  in 
his  manner  of  doing  work,  and  has  ever  been  con- 
sidered a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability.  He 
took  up  his  father's  trade,  that  of  shoemaker,  and 
for  years  afterwards  he  contributed  out  of  his 
small  earnings  to  the  support  of  the  family. 

In  1844,  he  married  Miss  Caroline  Menser,  who 
was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  August  9, 
1821,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Conrad  Menser.  The 
latter  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and 
early  in  life  emigrated  to  Stark  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  became  a  prominent  farmer,  accumulat- 
ing quite  a  fortune.  He  died  there  in  1883.  Mrs. 
Conley  received  a  fair  education  in  the  German 
language,  and  from  her  Mr.  Conley  learned  to 
read,  write  and  speak  that  language.  He  contin- 
ued to  work  at  the  shoemaker's  trade  for  eleven 
years,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in  other  busi- 
ness enterprises  for  some  time.  In  1856,  he  went 
to  Indiana,  and  with  1450  which  he  had  managed 
to  save  from   the   time   of   his  father's  death,  he 


bought  a  team  and  other  necessary  things,  and 
went  to  work  on  forty  acres  of  land  that  he  had 
gone  in  debt  for. 

This  proved  to  be  the  turning-point  in  his  life, 
for  he  soon  paid  for  his  land,  sold  it  later  at  a 
good  price,  and  in  1865  came  to  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  where  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Mason  Township.  He  ran  in  debt 
for  this  farm,  but  later  paid  this  off,  erected  good 
buildings  on  it,  and  made  many  other  improve- 
ments. Since  then  he  has  purchased  two  other 
farms,  paid  for  them,  and  is  now  considered  one 
of  the  wealthiest  farmers  in  Mason  Township. 
The  greater  part  of  his  property  is  the  result  of 
great  industry  and  perseverance  on  his  part,  and 
he  has  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  his  success. 

Nine  children  have  been  the  result  of  the  mar- 
riage of  our  subject,  two  of  whom  died  young. 
Susan  married  Isaac  Moser,  one  of  the  wealthy 
men  of  Mason  Township;  William  H.  is  a  resident 
of  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.;  Uriace  resides  on  one  of 
his  father's  farms;  Rohanna  married  Peter  Hunt, 
a  farmer  of  Adams  County,  Neb.;  P^liza  Jane  mar- 
ried A.  P.  Boyer,  a  prominent  inventor;  Frances 
resides  with  her  parents;  and  Elizabeth  married 
Frank  Butler,  and  resides  on  one  of  Mr.  Conley's 
farms.  In  politics,  Mr.  Conley  has  ever  been  a 
stanch  Republican,  but  came  from  an  old-line  Dem- 
ocratic family.  In  fact,  he  is  the  only  Republican 
in  the  family.  He  has  never  aspired  to  ofhce  and 
has  never  accepted  one. 


^ 


=^ 


^^Tr^OBERT  SPINK,  proprietor  of  one  of  the 
\l^  popular  summer  resorts  of  Berrien  County 
iii\\\  and  owner  of  a  fine  fruit  farm  on  section 
©)  25,  St.  Joseph  Township,  was  born  in  Jef- 
ferson County,  N.  Y.,  February  2,  1832.  His  fa- 
ther, Samuel  Spink,  was  born  in  Jefferson  County, 
and  there  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ada 
Consaul,  whose  father  was  a  hero  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  aiid  lost  a  limb  in  that  memor- 
able struggle,  being  afterward  a  pensioner  of  the 
Government.     In  1844  the  parents  of  our  subject 
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removed  Westward  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Lucas 
County,  and  after  a  residence  of  two  years  there 
came  to  Michigan,  in  1846. 

Purchasing  lajid  in  Bain  bridge  Township,  Ber- 
rien County,  the  senior  Mr.  Spink  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  clearing  the  place  and  developing  a 
fertile  farm.  After  having  resided  there  for  three 
years,  he  sold  the  property  and  purchased  the  farm 
in  St.  Joseph  Township  which  is  the  present  home 
of  our  subject.  At  the  time  of  its  purchase  the 
farm  contained  few  improvements,  and  Mr.  Spink 
devoted  his  attention  unweariedly  and  closely  to 
its  cultivation  until  his  death.  He  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  The  surviv- 
ors at  the  present  time  (1893)  are:  Elijah,  a  vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  War  and  a  resident  of  Benton 
Township;  John,  who  also  makes  his  home  in 
Benton  Township;  and  Robert,  of  this  sketch. 
The  father  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  a  man  of  indomitable  en- 
ergy and  force  of  character. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  Robert  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Michigan,  but  remained  here 
only  three  years,  when,  his  youthful  ardor  being 
inflamed  by  stories  of  the  wonderful  discovery  of 
gold  in  the  far  West,  he  made  the  overland  trip 
across  the  country  with  an  ox- team,  and  in  1849 
reached  his  destination,  the  Golden  State.  He  re- 
mained on  the  Pacidc  Coast  for  nine  years  and 
two  months,  meantime  engaging  in  mining,  team- 
ing and  the  mercantile  business  with  varying  suc- 
cess. Upon  his  return  to  Berrien  County  he  pur- 
chased a  portion  of  the  old  homestead  in  St.  Joseph 
Township,  and  here  he  has  made  his  home  ever 
since. 

In  1861  occurred  the  marriage  of  Robert  Spink 
to  Miss  Miranda,  daughter  of  Elnathan  Phelps,  a 
native  of  Canada.  Mr.  Phelps  was  a  fine  mill- 
wright and  mechanic.  He  resided  in  Chicago 
thirteen  years,  and  while  there  placed  the  ma- 
chinery in  a  number  of  the  best  flouring-mills. 
Mr.  Spink  and  his  estimable  wife  have  had  a  fam- 
ily of  six  children,  of  whom  four  are  now  living, 
namely:  Netta,  the  wife  of  Patrick  McGill,  and  a 
resident  of  Florida;  Edna,  who  married  Rufus 
Lass,   a   printer    residing  in    Chicago;  Hattie  and 


Flora,  who  reside  with  their  parents.  The  other 
children  died  in  infancy.  In  his  political  belief, 
Mr.  Spink  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  has  served  as 
Highway  Commissioner  of  St.  Joseph  Township. 

On  section  25,  Mr.  Spink  is  the  owner  of  sixty- 
eight  acres,  including  Spink's  Island,  and  of  that 
tract  thirty-one  acres  are  set  out  in  fruit,  a  spec- 
ialty being  made  of  plums  and  peaches.  The  fam- 
ily residence  is  an  attractive  abode,  occupying  a 
fine  location  on  Spring  Bluff  Avenue  and  fitted 
up  as  a  summer  resort.  Here  may  be  lound  all 
the  modern  conveniences  and  everything  that 
will  enhance  the  happiness  of  those  who,  unable 
to  endure  the  heat  of  the  cities,  seek  this  cool  and 
lovely  retreat  near  the  lake  shore.  The  residence 
is  a  commodious  one,  having  accommodations  for 
eighty  guests  at  one  time.  Near  the  house  fine 
bathing-places  have  been  fitted  up,  and  boats  are 
kept  on  the  river  for  tiie  convenience  of  the  visi- 
tors, while  the  toboggan  slide  furnishes  amuse- 
ment for  both  old  and  young. 


ylLLIAM  H.  MILLER,  a  practical  agricul- 
turist, extensive  stock-raiser  and  promi- 
nent citizen  of  Beirien  County,  Mich.,  is 
pleasantly  located  upon  an  extensive  and  valu- 
able homestead,  a  part  of  section  29,  Berrien 
Township.  Born  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  No- 
vember 21,  1837,  our  subject  was  the  son  of  Henry 
and  Nancy  (Simpson)  Miller.  The  father,  like  his 
son,  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  but  the  grandfather, 
David  Miller,  was  born  in  Kentucky  and  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  mother,  a 
native  of  Maryland,  was  the  daughter  of  Walter 
Simpson.  Married  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
the  parents  subsequently  removed  to  Preble  Coun- 
ty, where  the  father  died  in  1849;  the  mother,  sur- 
viving her  husband's  death  thirty-nine  j^ears, 
passed  away  in  1888.  Eight  children  blessed  the 
old  Ohio  home,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Eli- 
zabeth Lybrook  resides  in  Cass  County,  Mich.;  E. 
D.  lives  in  Chicago;  James  M.  is  a  citizen  of  Law- 
rence, Kan.;    and  our  subject,   William   H.,  com- 
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pletes  the  list.  The  parents  were  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  Churcli,  and  the  father  was  es- 
pecially active  in  religious  work.  Politicalljs 
Henry  Miller  was  an  old-line  Whig.  Until  he  was 
eleven  years  of  age,  our  subject  remained  in  Win- 
chester. Ohio,  where  he  attended  the  district 
school,  receiving  primary  instruction. 

In  1849,  William  H.,  with  his  mother  and  fam- 
ily, removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  upon  a  par- 
tially improved  farm,  where  our  subject  worked 
steadily  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War. 
In  the  fall  of  1861,  Mr.  Miller  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I,  Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  at  the  or- 
ganization of  the  company  was  elected  Sergeant. 
Immediately  forwarded  to  the  front,  the  regiment 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing 
and  was  under  Gen.  Prentiss  in  both  days  at  Shi- 
loh.  Although  so  many  of  the  troops  and  Gen. 
Prentiss  were  captured,  our  subject  was  among 
the  fortunate  few  who  escaped,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing, when  the  troops  were  re-organized,  he  re- 
mained there  on  duty  under  Gen.  Logan.  During 
the  months  of  June  and  July,  he  took  an  active 
part  in  the  battles  at  Jackson,  Tenn.,  and  in  Au- 
gust was  at  the  engagement  in  Bolivar,  Tenn. 
Upon  September  2,  Mr.  Miller  served  on  picket 
duty  near  the  battlefield  of  luka,  and  upon  Oc- 
tober 5  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Metamora.  In 
the  mean  time  our  subject  was  promoted  to  the  po- 
sition of  Orderly-Sergeant.  May  31,  1863,  he  was 
among  others  detailed  to  guard  the  Mississippi 
Central  Railroad  from  Hickory  Valley  to  near 
Bolivar,  the  command  afterward  engaging  in  the 
battle  of  Middleburg,  Tenn.,  with  Van  Dorm's 
rebel  cavalry.  Mr.  Miller  was  later  with  Grant 
at  Vicksburg,  where  the  forces  opposed  Gen.  Joe 
Johnston,  and  was  in  the  fight  at  Helena,  and 
assisted  in  the  capture  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.  Con- 
stantly surrounded  by  danger,  he  escaped  as  if  by 
a  miracle  both  wounds  and  capture. 

During  the  winter  of  1863-64,  our  subject  re- 
enlisted  as  a  veteran  at  little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  Jan- 
uary 14  left  home  on  a  thirty-days  furlough. 
February  20,  returning  to  the  front,  he  took 
part  under  Gen.  Steele  in  the  battle  of  Pine  Bluff, 
and  with  the  command  was  on  his  way  to  the  re- 
lief of  Gen.  Banks  at  Red  River,  but  the  troops 


were  ordered  back.  March  23,  1864,  Mr.  Miller 
was  promoted  to  be  First  Lieutenant  of  Company 
I.  vSeptember  4,  he  accompanied  the.  raid  up  the 
White  River  and  participated  in  the  fight  of  Greg- 
ory's Landing,  and  also  took  part  in  the  battle 
of  McDowell's  Bluff,  and  upon  August  26  was  in 
a  fight  at  Clarendon.  He  was  in  command  of  his 
camp  at  Buttermilk  Station,  guarding  the  railroad, 
and  constantly  engaged  in  skirmishes  and  sorties 
until  May,  1865,  when  he  resigned  and  was  mus- 
tered out  after  an  active  service  of  three  years 
and  seven  months.  After  receiving  his  commis- 
sion, our  subject,  being  in  command  of  the  camp, 
was  constantly  on  duty,  and,  as  before  stated,  was 
never  wounded  or  captured,  but  his  cartridge 
box  was  once  struck  with  grape  shot.  After  his 
military  service  ended,  Mr.  Miller  returned  to  the 
farm. 

Upon  June  25,  1865,  William  H.  Miller  and 
Miss  P^va  Johnson  were  united  in  marriage  and 
received  the  hearty  best  wishes  of  many  friends. 
Mrs.  Miller  is  the  daughter  of  John  Johnson,  Sr., 
of  Berrien  Township,  and,  born  October  21,  1840, 
within  the  limits  of  the  township,  she  has  spent 
her  entire  life  in  the  near  locality  of  her  present 
home,  where  she  enjoys  the  esteem  of  a  host  of 
friends.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  were  the  par- 
ents of  two  children.  Josephine,  married  to  Royal 
Morris,  resides  in  Niles  Township,  and  has  one 
child,  a  daughter,  Eva;  Fred  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Miller  occupy  the  old  homestead  of  one 
hundred  and  twelve  acres,  of  which  onu  hundred 
and  five  are  highly  cultivated  and  improved  with 
an  attractive  residence  and  commodious  barns. 
Mr.  Miller  devotes  himself  exclusively  and  profit- 
ably to  mixed  farming,  raising  grain  and  live 
stock,  and  for  the  past  number  of  years  breeding 
Shropshire  sheep  of  a  high  grade.  In  religious  af- 
filiation, our  subject  is  a  member  and  Class-leader 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  educational  advancement  and 
has  been  a  School  Director  of  this  district  and  a 
school  officer  for  many  years.  His  daughter  re- 
ceived excellent  advantages  for  instruction  and  is 
qualified  to  teach.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Miller  is  con- 
nected with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men at  Berrien  Springs,  and  has  held  all  the  offices 
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of  tlie  Older.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Post  No.  39, 
G.  A.  R.,  Berrien  Springs,  of  which  he  is  Presiding 
Adjutant;  he  has  been  Commander  and  has  received 
all  the  offices.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  select 
Knights  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Woodmen 
at  Niles,  and  has  been  Lieutenant-Commander  of 
the  order.  He  is  connected  with  the  Grange,  of 
which  he  has  been  Master,  and  has  likewise  affiliated 
with  the  Agricultural  Society  at  Niles,  and  is  also 
connected  with  one  at  Berrien  Springs,  of  which 
he  was* Secretary.  Politically,  our  subject  is  a 
stalwart  Republican,  and  has  with  ability  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  Township  Treasurer.  Tak- 
ing a  deep  interest  in  matters  of  local  enterprise 
and  progress,  Mr.  Miller  is  actively  in  accord 
with  efforts  tending  to  advance  the  public  wel- 
fare, and  is  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him  as  a 
liberal-spirited  citizen. 


(OHN  W.  BEDFORD,  a  representative  gen - 
eial  agriculturist  and  an  influential  citizen 
of  Pipestone  Township,  section  24,  Ber- 
rien County,  Mich.,  is  a  native  of  the  State, 
and  was  born  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Silver 
Creek  Township,  Cass  County,  May  24,  1846.  His 
father,  George  Bedford,  was  one  of  the  early  pio- 
neers of  the  county,  but  was  a  native  of  Lincoln- 
shire, E)ngland.  The  mother,  Ann  (Smith)  Bed- 
ford, also  of  Lincolnshire,  was  educated  and  mar- 
ried in  her  native  land,  and  together  the  husband 
and  wife  came  to  America  in  1835.  Mr.  Bedford 
farmed  at  first  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  remaining  there 
six  years.  In  1841,  with  his  wife  and  family,  he 
removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  October  in 
Silver  Creek  Township,  Cass  County,  and  entered 
wild  land  from  the  Government,  cultivating  forty 
acres,  and  making  his  permanent  home  thereon. 
Prospering,  he  added  to  his  original  homestead 
until  he  owned  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
valuable  land,  two  hundred  and  sixty  of  which  are 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  finely  im- 
proved with  excellent  buildings.     The  father  was 


a  well-read  man,  and,  a  Democrat  in  politics,  gave 
earnest  attention  to  the  issues  of  the  da3%  but 
never  was  an  oflfice-seeker.  He  was  interested  in 
educational  matters,  was  an  active  member  of 
the  School  Board,  and  gave  his  children  the  best 
possible  opportunities  for  an  education.  Essen- 
tially a  self-made  man,  he  was  liberal-spirited,  and 
deeply  mourned  when  he  passed  to  his  rest.  For 
many  years  he  was  an  active  and  valued  member 
of  the  Methodist  F]piscopal  Churcli. 

The  following  obituary  discourse  was  delivered 
by  the  Rev.  G.  C.  Elliott:  "George  Bedford  was 
born  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  December  14, 1813. 
He  emigrated  to  this  country  in  1835,  and  came 
to  Michigan  when  all  was  new,  wild  and  strange, 
settling  in  the  place  which  he  so  thoroughly  cleared 
and  cultivated  and  made  his  home.  He  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  the  State,  and  was  contemporary 
with  its  development  and  its  later  grovvth.  While 
industriously  making  his  farm  and  home,  he  was 
unconsciously  making  for  himself  a  name  and 
character  that  are  to-dsiy  known  and  read  of  all 
men.  He  was  a  man  of  great  industry  and  strict 
economy,  consequently  he  succeeded  admirably  in 
the  affairs  of  this  life.  He  was  a  man  of  un- 
doubted integrity  and  more  than  ordinary  busi- 
ness capacity,  and  commanded  the  esteem  of  all 
who  knew  him.  He  was  of  a  strong  and  comely 
nature,and  it  was  his  aim  and  delight,  while  he  was 
thorough  and  practical  in  all  his  improvements, 
buildings  and  surroundings,  to  make  them  harmon- 
ize with  his  own  taste  and  that  of  his  family.  In 
doing  this  he  stamped  his  individuality  on  every- 
thing about  him,  so  that  in  the  years  to  come  the 
passer-by  will  instinctively  exclaim,  'This  is  the  old 
Bedford  estate,  and  no  other  owner  can  for  years 
change  the  title.' 

"On  the  eve  of  George  Bedford's  departure  from 
the  Old  Country,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ann 
Smith,  December  15,  1835.  Here  they  made  their 
home;  here  their  children  were  born  and  family 
reared,  and  those  that  have  gone  before  died  here, 
and  it  is  proper  and  right  that  here  they  should 
be  buried.  Brother  Bedford  was  a  true,  faithful 
husband,  a  kind,  devoted  father,  respected,  hon- 
ored and  beloved,  and  has  left  a  name  and  char- 
acter for  which  his  children  will  revere  his  mem- 
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ory.  At  the  age  of  about  thirty  years,  our  friend 
and  brother  embraced  religion  and  bec.ime  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church,  and  in  his  long  life  he  never 
faltered  in  his  loyalty  to  Christ,  and  died  in  the 
faith  of  the  Gospel.  As  we  knew  him,  he  was  thor- 
oughly domestic  in  his  tastes  and  habits,'  loving 
his  family,  and  choosing  to  spend  his  time  in  their 
society,  respecting  his  neighbors,  and  above  all 
revering  God.  And  thus  we  bid  farewell  to  one 
who  was  known  for  sterling  integrity,  kindly  be- 
nevolence, and  all  those  attributes  that  make  a 
noble  manhood.*' 

Plight  children  blessed  the  parents'  home,  seven 
now  surviving.  George  E.  lives  in  the  old  home 
in  Silver  Creek  Township,  and  is  single;  Harriet 
L.,  wife  of  J.  B.  Williams,  resides  in  southern  Mis- 
souri, and  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  George 
and  Reuben;  Maria  A.,  wife  of  Gilbert  Conklin, 
is  a  resident  of  Silver  Creek  Township,  and  has 
three  children,  William  G.  B.,  Linda  and  Alice; 
John  W.,  our  subject,  was  the  fourth  child;  Martha 
A.,  wife  of  George  W.  Hawks,  makes  her  home  in 
Iowa,  and  is  the  mother  of  three  children ,  Vena, 
Verna  and  Alice;  Alice  I.,  wife  of  Charles  Conk- 
lin, resides  at  Big  Indian  Lake,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Ethel  and  Paul;  p]dith,  wife  of  Michael  S. 
Garrett  lives  at  Dowagiac,  and  is  the  mother  of 
two  little  ones,  Grace  and  a  baby;  and  Jane  H,  de- 
ceased, was  the  wife  of  John  N.  Hawks,  and  left 
two  children,  Guy  W.  and  Earl  B.  John  W.  Bed- 
ford grew  up  to  manhood  on  the  farm  of  his  fa- 
ther, and  first,  having  attended  the  district  school 
of  the  neighborhood,  afterward  enjoyed  the  bene- 
fit of  a  course  of  instruction  in  the  High  School  of 
Dowagiac,  and  later  completed  his  studies  in  Al- 
bion College.  Returning  home,  he  remained  with 
his  parents  until  twenty-three  years  of  age.  En- 
ergetic and  self-reliant  by  nature,  he  successfully 
taught  school  in  Cass  County. 

In  October,  1869,  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Rozilla  Walter,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Rebecca  (Dewey)  Walter,  who  were 
ainong  the  early  residents  of  Cass  County.  Grand- 
father Dewey  was  a  settler  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Pokagon  Township,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  1836.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Bedford  were  mar- 
ried in    Cass    County,   and    settled  in    Pipestone 


Township,  where  they  made  their  permanent 
home.  The  father  is  now  deceased.  The  mother 
still  survives.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren: Mrs.  Bedford;  and  Alice,  wife  of  Lucien  E. 
Wood,  who  lives  in  Summerville,  and  has  two 
children,  Walter  and  Floyd.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Bedford,  Peter  Walter,  served  with 
courage  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  parents,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Joseph  Walter,  were  members  of  the 
church,  and  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
them.  The  estimable  wife  of  our  subject  was  edu- 
cated in  the  home  schools  of  Cass  County,  and  is 
a  lady  of  bright  intelligence.  Immediately  fol- 
lowing their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bedford  made 
their  home  where  they  now  reside.  Mr.  Bedford 
owns  four  hundred  acres  of  fine  land,  all  in  one 
body,  with  the  exception  of  forty  acres.  Two 
hundred  and  fifteen  acres  are  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  A  general  agriculturist,  our  sub- 
ject also  owns  some  very  good  stock,  handling 
only  the  best,  which  he  raises  exclusively  for  the 
market. 

The  attractive  residence,  remodeled,  is  comfort- 
able and  commodious,  and  the  large  barn,  built 
eighteen  years  ago,  is  one  hundred  feet  front,  and 
from  thirty-six  to  forty-two  feet  deep.  There  are 
also  excellent  sheds  and  other  farm  buildings. 
There  is  upon  the  extensive  acreage  a  fine  orch- 
ard of  a  variety  of  fruit.  Five  acres  are  devoted  to 
apples;  two  to  pears,  and  seven  or  eight  to  ])eaches 
and  small  fruit.  Mr.  Bedford  conducts  the  affairs 
of  the  farm,  and  has  other  valuable  property  in- 
terests. Without  children  of  their  own,  our  sub- 
ject and  his  estimable  wife  adopted  and  reaied 
Earl  B.,  now  grown  to  manhood  and  self-reliantiy 
caring  for  himself. 

Mr.  Bedford  attends  the  Christian  Church,  of 
which  his  wife  is  a  member.  He  is  Moderator  of 
District  4,  and  has  been  an  officer  of  the  School 
Board  almost  the  entire  time  he  has  resided  in  this 
locality.  He  is  also  a  Director  of  the  Mutual 
Farmers'  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Cass  Coun- 
ty, and  has  been  a  Director  of  the  Union  Fair  As- 
sociation at  Dowagiac.  Our  subject  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  although  deeply  inter- 
ested iii  local  and  national  issues  has  repeatedly 
refused  offered  local  ofiBces.     A  man  of  enterprise. 
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liberal-spirited,  he  is  ever  ready  to  extend  a  help- 
ing hand  in  all  matters  of  mutual  welfare  and 
progress,  and  possesses  a  host  of  friends  and  old 
acquaintance,  whose  respect  and  high  regard  he 
has  long  enjoyed. 


-^-^-^^i<^^?^-^^^ 


,EV.  CHARLES  ACER.  For  a  period  of 
thirty  years  or  more  this  gentleman  was  a 
(Ai\V  faithful  and  eloquent  minister  of  the 
\^  Gospel,  and  in  the  Baptist  Church  occupied 
a  position  among  the  most  prominent  ])reachers  of 
the  denomination.  lie  has  now  retired  from  active 
ministerial  duties,  although  he  occasionally  preaches 
and  displays  in  his  discourses  the  fervor  and  zeal 
of  }Ounger  years.  The  spirit  of  piety  and  ear- 
nestness in  the  cause  of  religion  has  ever  been 
among  his  prominent  characteristics,  and  has  been 
an  important  factor  in  his  success  as  a  pastor. 

At  Alban3%  N.  Y.,  Charles  Ager  was  born  to 
C.  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Bradshaw)  Ager,  natives, 
respectively,  of  Windsor,  Vt.,  and  New  York  State. 
His  early  years  were  spent  upon  his  father's  farm, 
and  he  was  a  student  in  the  schools  of  Albany  and 
tlie  academy  at  Schoharie  C.  11.;  subsequently  he 
entered  Colgate  University,  from  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  with  the  Class  of  '56.  After 
having  completed  his  studies,  he  accepted  the 
position  of  teacher  in  the  Union  schools  of  Cass- 
opolis,  Mich.,  which  he  held  during  1858  and  1859. 
In  tlie  year  last  named  he  went  to  Goshen,  Ind., 
and  there  engaged  in  preaching  as  pastor  of  the 
Goshen  Baptist  Church. 

The  year  1860  witnessed  the  ordination  of  Rev. 
Charles  Ager  as  a  minister  in  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  his  first  pastorate  was  in  Goshen,  where  he 
remained  for  three  and  one-half  years.  From 
that  city  he  removed  to  South  Bend,  Ind.,  where 
he  officiated  as  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church  for 
a  period  of  three  years.  Thence  he  went  to  Aurora, 
Ind.,  and  for  thirteen  years  was  the  pastor  of  the 
Baptist  Church  at  that  city.  He  resigned  the 
charge  there  in  order  to  accept  the  pastorate  of 
the  church  in  Goshen,  to  which  he  had  ministered 


in  former  years.  Three  3^ears  were  spent  in  that 
city,  and  thence  in  1882  he  came  to  Niles,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  From  September,  1883,  un- 
til February,  1889,  he  supplied  the  pulpit  of  the 
Baptist  Church  in  Cassopolis  while  living  in  Niles, 
it  proving  to  be  exceedingly  pleasant  work  to 
minister  to  those  who  had  in  years  before  been 
his  pupils  in  the  High  School  of  Cassopolis. 

The  marriage  of  Rev.  Mr.  Ager  occurred  on  the 
18th  of  November,  1858,  and  united  him  with 
Miss  Mary  A.  Sherrill,the  daughter  of  Marcus  and 
Amanda  M.  Sherrill.  Mrs.  Ager  was  born  in  New 
York  State,  but  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  was 
residing  in  Niles.  She  is  themotherof  one  child, 
Katharyne.  The  domestic  life  of  this  family  is  one 
of  unusual  felicity  and  happiness,  and  their  posi- 
tion in  the  community  is  one  of  influence.  While 
Mr.  Ager  has  never  mingled  in  politics,  yet  he  has 
decided  opinions  of  his  own  on  all  matters  of  pub- 
lic importance,  and  gives  the  influence  of  his  ballot 
to  the  Republican  party. 


+— -^^ 


^iJOSEPH  LYBROOK.  Among  the  prominent 
I  citizens  of  Cass  County  who  have  passed 
^-^  ,  their  entire  lives  upon  the  places  where 
\^fJ  they  now  reside  may  be  mentioned  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  who  owns  and  occupies  a  finely 
improved  farm  on  section  22,  La  Grange  Town- 
ship. Here  he  has  passed  his  entire  life,  and  here 
he  was  born  November  22,  1845.  The  family  was 
first  represented  in  this  country  by  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  who  was  born  in  Prus- 
sia and  emigrated  to  America  in  the  old  Colonial 
days,  settling  in  Giles  County,  Va.,  where  he  reared 
his  family.  The  family  name  at  the  time  of  the 
early  history  of  its  representatives  in  this  country 
was  spelled  Leybroch. 

Henry  Lybrook,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Giles  County,  Va.,  and  served  for  seven 
years  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  being  for  part  of 
the  time  in  Washington's  army,  but  serving  prin^ 
cipally  on  the  frontier  with  the  Indians.  He  was 
an  officer  in  the  army,  and  during  hia  service  waij 
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accidentally  injured  by  having  his  ankle  put  out 
of  place.  Farming  pursuits  occupied  his  atten- 
tion during  his  entire  active  life,  and  he  followed 
that  occupation  first  in  Virginia  and  later  in  Preble 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  made  settlement  in  1810. 
In  1827  he  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Ber- 
rien County,  but  soon  thereafter  removed  to  Cass 
County,  where  he  bought  a  large  tract  of  land, 
twent}'  acres  of  the  property  being  now  included 
in  our  subject's  farm.  The  journey  hither  was 
made  in  wagons,  and  during  much  of  the  time  they 
were  compelled  to  open  roads.  Their  entire  house- 
hold effects  the}^  brought  with  them,  and  with  no 
capital  or  friends  commenced  life  in  the  remote 
West. 

Grandfather  Lybrook  and  his  good  wife  had  a 
large  family,  whose  names  were:  Sarah,  Cathe 
rine,  John  (father  of  oursubject),  Anna,  Mary,  Re- 
becca (now  the  only  survivor),  Clara  and  P^liza- 
beth.  In  his  religious  belief,  the  father  of  this 
'family  was  a  German  Baptist,  and  politically  he 
affiliated  with  the  Whigs.  His  death  occurred  in 
Cass  County  ere  he  could  witness  the  results  of 
his  arduous  labors.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
John  Lybrook,  was  born  in  Giles  County,  Va.,  in 
1798,  and  accompanied  his  parents  to  Ohio.  Later 
he  came  to  Michigan,  in  1822,  and  from  this  State 
returned  to  Ohio  on  foot.  During  the  following 
year  he  came  again  to  Michigan,  and  not  long  af- 
terward purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
the  present  location  of  our  subject's  home. 

In  Cass  County  Mr.  Lybrook  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Re- 
becca Hurd,  who  were  pioneers  of  Cass  County, 
having  come  hither  in  1836.  Three  children  were 
born  to  bless  the  union:  Henry,  Joseph  and  Ar- 
minda,  Mrs.  E.  G.  Stewart,  deceased.  The  father 
was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and  served 
in  the  Black  Hawk  War  against  the  Indians.  His 
death  occurred  in  1881,  and  was  mourned  not  only 
by  his  immediate  circle  of  relatives,  but  by  all 
with  whom  business  or  social  relations  had  brought 
him  in  contact.  His  widow  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  with  our  subject. 

In  the  parental  home  Joseph  Lybrook  passed 
his  boyhood  years,  and  his  entire  life  has  been 
passed  on  the  old  homestead,    To  the  property 


accumulated  by  his  father  he  has  added  from  time 
to  time  and  is  now^  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  highly  cultivated  land.  Politi- 
cally, he  is  a  Democrat,  although  lie  is  not  actively 
interested  in  politics. 


MMET  DUNNING   has   been   a  resident  of 
Cass   County  since  a  child   of   three  years 

/  and  has  been   prominently   connected    with 

its  development,  having  witnessed  and  contributed 
to  its  progress  materially  and  socially.  As  a 
farmer,  he  is  energetic  and  industrious,  and  in  his 
relations  with  his  fellow-men  genial  and  com- 
panionable. Since  1865  he  has  resided  on  section 
1  of  Howard  Township,  where  he  owns  and  oper- 
ates one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  acres  of  fertile 
land.  He  has  attained  a  flattering  success,  although 
the  path  to  prosperity  has  ofttirnes  been  a  rugged 
one;  in  the  face  of  every  discouragement  he  has 
persevered,  never  relaxing  his  energy,  and  he  has 
lived  to  see  his  efforts  rewarded. 

Born  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  on  the  16th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1833,  our  subject  is  the  son  of  Allen  and 
Minerva  (Reynolds)  Dunning.  The  father,  who  was 
a  native  of  either  Pennsylvania  or  New  York,  came 
to  Michigan  in  1836,  and  located  in  Cass  County, 
purchasing  property  in  Milton  Township  and  de- 
voting his  attention  to  clearing  and  improving  his 
property.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- three. 
His  wife,  who  was  a  native  of  New  York,  passed 
away  after  a  long  and  noble  life  of  ninety  years. 
Their  family  consisted  of  twelve  children,  seven 
sons  and  five  daughters,  ten  of  whom  grew  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood  and  nine  are  still  living. 
The  surviving  members  of  that  once  united  family 
are  now  scattered,  and  the  associations  of  the  old 
home  have  been  forever  severed.  But  the  chil- 
dren of  til  is  worthy  couple,  though  now  advanced 
in  years  and  past  life's  prime,  have  never  forgetten 
the  precepts  instilled  in  their  minds  by  the  ex- 
ample and  training  received  from  their  parents. 

The  eldest  son  of  the  familj^  is  the  subject  of 
this  notice,  who  was  a  child  of  three  years  when 
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lie  accompanied  his  parents  to  Michigan.  He  grew 
to  manhood  in  Cass  County  and  received  such 
educational  advantages  as  were  offered  by  the 
schools  of  Milton  Township,  after  which  he  con- 
ducted his  studies  for  a  time  in  Mishawaka,  Ind. 
He  remained  on  the  liome  farm  until  1861,  during 
which  year  he  married  Miss  Carrie  Hicks,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  and  a  lady  possessing  great  nobility  of 
character  and  culture.  They  have  these  children: 
Ella,  wife  of  Charles  Kimmerley;  Ora  May,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years  and  nine  months; 
INIargaret,  wife  of  George  Kathbun,  a  resident  of 
Kansas;  Grace,  who  married  Perry  Gifford  and 
makes  her  home  in  Cass  County;  Flora,  Lena, 
Charlotte  and  Raymond,  who  are  with  their  par- 
ents. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  located  on  a 
rented  farm  in  Volinia  Township,  Cass  County, 
but  later  purchased  a  farm  in  Van  Buren  County, 
Mich.,  where  he  I'emained  for  two  years.  Thence, 
in  the  spring  of  1865,  he  removed  to  his  present 
home.  Politically,  he  has  been  a  Republican,  but 
is  now  a  Prohibitionist.  He  is  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Grange,  and  active  in  all  measures  and 
projects  originated  for  the  jn-omotion  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  community.  He  is  a  Trustee  in  the 
Union  Church,  which  he  aided  in  building,  and 
has  always  been  a  generous  contributor  to  religious 
enterprises,  as  was  his  father  in  years  gone  l)y. 


^=^^ 


E^^ 


^|,  BRAM  THORNTON.  The  hotel  in  Amer- 
iOi  ica  has  attained  to  a  state  of  development 
which,  in  many  of  its  phases,  is  unknown 
in  other  countries.  The  rapid  growth  of 
business  of  all  kinds  throughout  the  United  States, 
during  the  years  that  have  intervened  since  the 
Civil  War,  has  brought  into  existence  trade  con- 
ditions which  demand  the  constant  employment  of 
what  cannot  be  called  anything  less  than  a  mag- 
nificent army  of  commercial  tourists,  who  are  to- 
day the  principal  support  of  hotels  in  large  and 
small  towns,  and  to  whose  taste  and  comfort  hotel- 
keepers  of  high  and  low  degree  must  cater,  if  they 


would  make  their  houses  popular  and  profitable. 
Bridgman,  Mich.,  is  not  without  a  first-class  hotel, 
and  a  most  attractive  and  homelike  one  is  Hotel 
Thornton,  of  which  Abram  Thornton  is  owner 
and  proprietor.  This  gentleman  is  also  engaged 
as  a  real-estate  and  loan  agent,  and  is  one  of  the 
largest  land-owners  in  Lake  Tow^nship. 

Mr.  Thornton  is  a  product  of  the  Empire  State, 
born  November  17, 1827,  to  the  union  of  Ebonezer 
and  Abigail  (Wood)  Thornton,  natives  of  New 
York.  The  father  was  a  carpenter  and  house- 
joiner  by  trade.  At  an  early  date  he  moved 
to  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  there  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  days.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a  family  of 
six  children,  four  boys  and  two  girls:  William,  Al- 
bert, John,  Abram;  Lucinda,  deceased,  who  was  the 
wife  of  Davis  Glass;  and  Harriet,  wife  of  Charles 
Cooley.  Abram  Thornton  was  educated  in  Mon- 
roe County,  Mich.,  and  from  there  he  commenced 
life  for  himself  by  going  to  Michigan  City,  where 
he  built  a  lumber-yard.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  on  this  portion  of  the  lake  for 
eighteen  years,  when  he  sold  out  and  went  to  the 
lower  portion  of  the  lake,  where  he  engaged  in 
steamboating.  Before  going  on  the  Lower  Lakes 
he  was  extensively  engaged  in  trading  in  land  in 
Muskingum  County,  Mich. 

Finally,  in  1880,  Mr.  Thornton  quit  the  lake, 
brought  a  steam-mill  to  this  section,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness. He  is  now  the  owner  of  a  steam  sawmill, 
and  also  owns  seven  hundred  acres,  on  which  the 
mill  is  located.  This  is  a  fine  fruit  farm  and  two 
hundred  acres  are  under  cultivation.  On  this  is  a 
fine  cranberry  marsh  and  a, line  orchard  of  peach 
and  apple  trees,  etc.  He  also  raises  strawberries,  red 
and  black  raspberries,  gooseberries,  etc.  Aside 
from  this  farm  Mr.  Thornton  is  the  owner  of  eight 
hundred  acres  in  Muskingum  County,  which  is 
mostly  timber-land,  and  besides  his  beautiful 
hotel  several  private  residences  in  the  village  of 
Bridgman.  He  is  quite  actively  engaged  in  the  " 
real-estate  business  and  in  loaning  money. 

In  the  year  1848,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Richardson,  a  native  of  Lambertsville, 
Mich.,  and  seven  children  have  blessed  this  union, 
five  of  whom  ^re  now   living:  Theodore  A.,  of 
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Chattanooga,  Tenn.;  Savannah,  wife  of  Charles 
Vance;  John,  of  Chicago;  Thomas,  of  this  county, 
now  residing  in  Thornton's  Valle}^;  and  Peter,  of 
Lambertsville,  Mich.  Politically,  Mr.  Thornton 
votes  with  the  Republican  party.  lie  is  a  man  of 
social  instincts,  hospitable  and  entertaining,  and 
nothing  delights  him  so  much  as  to  have  guests 
about  him  in  comfort,  enjojnng  themselves.  His 
acquaintance,  as  one  would  naturally  suppose,  is  a 
wide  one,  and  his  friends  are  legion. 


Vt^  RASTUS  MURPHY,  a  practical  general  ag- 
1^  riculturist  and  leading  citizen,  now  residing 
ll_ — ^'  upon  section  16,  Berrien  Township,  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  pres- 
ent locality,  and  was  born  upon  the  well-known 
Murphy  farm  July  18,  1842.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  Isaac  Murphy,  was  a  native  Virginian, 
born  in  1811.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  a 
Mary  lander  and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The 
family  came  originally  from  Wales  to  America,  a 
direct  ancestor  settling  in  Maryland  some  time 
prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  mother  of 
Mr.  Murphy  was  in  girltiood  Miss  Eliza  Jenkins, 
and,  born  in  Ohio  in  1815,  was  a  daughter  of  the 
Hon.  Baldwin  Jenkins,  a  Pennsylvanian  by  birth 
but  of  Welsh  descent.  He  was  an  early  settler  of 
Greene  County,  Ohio,  and,  a  man  of  enterprise, 
journeyed  to  Michigan  in  1822.  Settling  in  Po- 
kagon  Tow^nship,  Cass  County,  he  became  one  of 
the  very  early  pioneers  of  the  wilderness,  passing 
his  first  winter  in  an  Indian  wigwam.  He  re- 
mained permanently  in  Pokagon,  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature,  and  assisted  in  framing  the 
constitution  of  Michigan.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  politics,  and  passed  away  honored  by  all  who 
knew  him.  His  wife  was  Mary  Hackney,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania.  The  maternal  grandfather  and 
grandmother  were  the  parents  of  five  sons  and 
three  daughters,  three  of  whom  survive,  John, 
Nirarod  and  Silas, 


The  paternal  grandfather  died  in  Virginia,  and 
his  widow,  who  afterward  married  in  Ross  County, 
Ohio,  William  Michael,  removed  with  her  family 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  the  southeastern  part 
of  section  16,  Berrien  Springs.  The  children  of 
Grandfather  Murphy,  four  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, are  now  all  deceased.  B}^  the  second  mar- 
riage the  grandmother  had  two  sons,  B.  H.  and 
Noah.  The  parents  of  our  subject  married  in 
Pokagon  Township  and  settled  on  section  15, 
Berrien  Township,  all  then  wild  land.  The  father 
cultivated  eighty  acres  of  the  homestead  and  also 
improved  another  large  farm.  He  died  January 
21,  1893,  and  the  mother  passed  away  five  days 
later,  January  26,  1893.  They  were  the  beloved 
parents  of  thirteen  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
yet  surviving:  John  J.,  P>astus,  Lydia  Williams, 
Albert,  Almeda  Suavely,  Eliza  Becker  and  Isaac. 
The  father  was  a  prominent  man  of  the  township 
and  took  an  active  part  in  all  public  matters.  He 
was  a  liberal  giver  to  all  religious  and  educational 
enterprises.  He  was  a  man  of  courage,  and  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Sac  Indian  War  in  Michigan. 

Politically,  Mr.  Murphy  was  in  early  life  a  Whig, 
but  later  became  a  Republican.  His  brother  George 
was  Township  Clerk  for  some  length  of  time,  and 
also  ably  occupied  the  oflice  of  Supervisor.  For 
many  years  the  father  served  most  acceptably  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  also  for  some  length  of 
time  dii-x-harged  with  fidelity  the  duties  of  Con- 
stable. As  delegate,  he  represented  his  constitu- 
ents at  various  conventions.  Isaac  Murphy  was  a 
thoroughly  honest  and  upright  man,  opposed  to 
wrong  and  a  lover  of  peace.  He  had  many  true 
friends,  and  his  death  was  mourned  by  all  who 
knew  him.  His  good  wife,  a  devout  member  of 
the  Dunkard  Church,  was  a  sincere  Christian 
woman. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  Murphy  farm  and 
was  educated  in  the  excellent  schools  of  the  dis- 
trict. He  began  the  work  of  a  farmer  boy  at  a 
very  early  age,  and  arriving  at  maturity  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Johnson,  April 
19,  1866.  Mrs.  Murph}^  was  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Annie  (Lybrook)  Johnson,  and  a  sister  of  ex- 
Sheriff  John  Johnson  and  Mrs.  W.  H,  Miller,     She 


LB.  Lawrence. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


617 


was  born  January  23,  1842,  in  Berrien  Township, 
and  is  a  lady  of  wortli  and  culture.  Immediately 
after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy  settled 
upon  the  north  half  of  the  old  Murphy  homestead, 
and  remained  there  until  1874,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  years,  when  they  resided  in  Galien 
Township.  From  1874  our  subject  has  made  his 
permanent  home  upon  his  present  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  ninet}^  acres  of  which  he 
has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In 
1884  he  erected  the  handsome  residence  which  cost 
$1,200,  aside  from  the  labor  involved  and  a  quan- 
tity of  material  Mr.  Murphy  had  on  hand.  The 
commodious  barn  caused  another  outlay  of  $700. 
The  comfort  and  happiness  of  his  family  have  ever 
been  matters  of  paramount  importance  to  Mr. 
Murphy,  who,  in  1865,  built  an  attractive  resi- 
dence on  the  old  home  farm,  costing  a  large 
amount  of  money,  as  he  had  to  pay  eleven  cents 
per  pound  for  nails.  Aside  from  the  pursuit  of 
agriculture,  our  subject  finds  employment  as  ad- 
ministrator, and  as  guardian  for  various  minors 
has  proved  himself  possessed  of  superior  executive 
ability  and  judgment.  He  has  successfully  man- 
aged several  estates  intrusted  to  his  care,  and  given 
to  the  work  the  able  fidelity  which  has  character- 
ized the  entire  labor  of  his  life. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy  are  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren: Ada  A.,  Henry  C,  Lena  Alice,  Myron  E., 
Sylvia  M.  and  Cordelia  E.  The  sons  and  daughters 
received  a  good  education,  and  Henry  C.  is  a  book- 
keeper at  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Our  subject  has  been 
active  in  the  conduct  of  agricultural  societies  and 
is  now  Secretary  of  an  association  at  Berrien 
Springs.  He  is  a  Patron  of  Husbandry  at  Berrien 
Centre  and  has  held  with  efficiency  all  the  offices, 
and  was  Lecturer  for  four  or  five  years.  Politically, 
Mr.  Murphy  is  a  Republican,  and,  prominently  con- 
nected with  local  politics,  has  given  excellent  ser- 
vice as  Township  Clerk,  Township  Constable, 
Treasurer,  School  Inspector,  and  for  seventeen 
years  occupied  the  judicial  position  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  discharging  the  duties  of  office  to  the 
great  satisfaction  of  his  fellow-townsmen.  Our 
subject  has  also  frequently  represented  his  part}^ 
at  conventions,  and  possesses  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  a  host  of  sincere  friends. 

30 


EVI  B.  LAWRENCE.  Almost  seventy-four 
years  have  passed  over  the  head  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
leaving  their  impress  in  the  whitening  hair  and 
lined  features,  but,  while  the  outer  garment  of  the 
soul  shows  the  wear  and  tear  of  years,  the  man 
himself  is  richer,  nobler  and  grander  for  the  ex- 
perience that  each  successive  decade  has  brought 
him.  He  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Cass  Coun- 
ty, and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  pleasant  home  on 
section  11,  Volinia  Township.  He  is  a  native  of 
New  York,  born  on  the  banks  of  Chautauqua 
Lake  June  12,  1819,  and  the  son  of  Levi  L.  and 
Mary  (Fales)  Lawrence,  both  natives  of  Hamp- 
shire County,  Mass.  The  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, John  L.  Lawrence,  was  a  native  of  England, 
but  of  Welsh  descent. 

Levi  L.  Lawrence  was  born  on  the  1st  of  No- 
vember, 1783,  and  his  wife  on  the  22d  of  Octo- 
ber of  the  same  year.  He  was  a  mechanic,  black- 
smith and  edge-tool  maker,  and  worked  ten  years 
in  the  United  States  Armory,  at  Springfield,  Mass., 
making  muskets,  etc.  He  was  one  of  the  few  men 
at  that  time  who  could  make  tools  for  gun-locks. 
He  married  Miss  Fales  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1806,  and  made  his  home  in  his  native  State  until 
the  spring  of  1821,  when  he  removed  to  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio.  For  seven  or  eight  years  he  followed 
his  trade  in  a  large  shop  in  that  city,  but  still 
owned  a  farm  on  the  banks  of  a  lake  in  New 
York.  This  he  sold,  converted  the  proceeds  into 
lumber,  and  rafted  it  to  Cincinnati.  From  there 
he  removed  to  southern  Indiana,  and  identified 
himself  with  the  Owen  Society,  but  at  the  end  of 
one  year  returned  to  Cincinnati.  Later  he  went 
to  Butler  County,  Ohio,  and  thence  came  to  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  in  1831,  entering  land  on  section 
12,  Volina  Township,  removing  here  September 
4,  1832.  In  1839  he  went  to  Missouri,  thence  a 
couple  of  months  later  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
finally  came  back  to  Michigan,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred October  19,  1857.  His  wife  had  passed 
away  on  the  18th  of  October,  1839.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  of  this  union,  two  of  whom,  be- 
sides our  subject,  are  now  living,  Maria  Jacobs 
and  Jane  Terwilliger.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence 
were  reared  Presbyterians,  but  later  he  became  a 
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believer  in  the  Swedenborgian  doctrine,  and  was 
ver}^  active  in  religious  matters.  He  took  very 
little  interest  in  politics.  Honest  and  upright  in 
every  walk  of  life,  no  man  was  more  highly  es- 
teemed. 

When  fourteen  years  of  age.  the  original  of  this 
notice  came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan,  and  he 
attended  the  first  school  ever  held  in  Yiolinia 
Township,  a  subscription  school.  The  claim  his 
father  entered  was  timber,  and  he  was  one  of  two 
who  cleared  and  improved  one  hundred  acres 
here.  Indeed,  there  is  little  of  pioneer  work  that 
he  has  not  experienced,  in  its  hardships,  disad- 
vantages or  pleasures.  When  twenty-one  years 
of  age  he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  life 
without  a  dollar,  and  first  went  in  debt  for  six- 
ty-two acres  of  his  present  farm.  On  the  4th  of 
February,  1849,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eveline 
E.  Copley,  a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
born  March  26,  1824,  and  a  sister  of  the  Hon. 
A.  B.  Copley,  of  Decatur,  Mich. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Lawrence  went  actively 
to  work  to  clear  and  improve  his  farm  and  to  pay 
off  the  indebtedness  upon  it.  His  success  has  de- 
pended in  a  measure  on  the  large  crops  of  wheat 
that  he  raises  each  year,  for  he  makes  that  a 
specialty.  As  the  years  passed  by  he  added  to  the 
original  tract  until  he  became  the  owner  of  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-six  acres,  over  six  hundred 
acres  being  under  cultivation.  He  is  the  largest 
and  most  thorough-going  farmer  in  the  township. 
He  raises  grain  and  clover  seed,  but  very  little 
stock,  other  than  cows  and  work  horses,  and 
has  ever  been  a  hard  worker.  Possessed  of  a 
wonderful  constitution,  there  has  hardly  been  a 
day  in  thirty  years  when  he  could  not  get  out 
to  superintend  his  work.  He  erected  a  fine  brick 
residence  in  1874,  and  his  broad  acres  and  beauti- 
ful rural  home  are  one  of  the  most  pleasing  fea- 
tures of  Violin ia  Township.  His  residence  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  $10,000,  has  sixteen  rooms, 
and  is  elegantly  furnished. 

Mr.  Lawrence  is  also  the  owner  of  two  other 
residences,  or  tenant  houses,  besides  other  prop- 
erty. Farming,  though,  has  been  his  principal  oc- 
cupation. Three  children  were  b(A-n  to  his  mar- 
riage.   Linneus  L.,  born    May    13,  1853,  married 


Miss  Amanda  Wheaten  and  now  resides  in  New 
York;  they  have  one  child.  Archie  L.,  the  sec- 
ond child,  was  born  February  11,  1855.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Matilda  Van  Riper,  and  they  reside  in 
this  township.  Austin  E.,  born  November  13, 
1858,  married  Miss  Eva  Olcott,  and  also  resides 
in  this  township.  He  is  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lnwrence  are  members  of  the 
Swedenborgian  Church,  and  are  both  highly  es- 
teemed in  the  community.  He  has  held  most  of 
the  township  offices,  and  is  a  stanch  Republican 
in  his  political  views.  This  worthy  man  never 
had  a  lawsuit  and  never  collected  but  one  debt. 


_±^^ii^_ 


4m 


y'^^ILLlAM  COOKE,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Ireland,  a  country  that  our  people  have 
,,  ,,  heard  or  read  more  or  less  of,  the  father- 
land of  the  brain,  the  energy  and  muscle  that 
move  the  rest  of  the  world.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Enniskilleu,  County  Fermanagh,  North  Ireland, 
]\Iarch  9,  1831,  and  he  was  the  son  of  Edward  and 
Ann  (Irving)  Cooke,  both  natives  of  the  Green 
Isle  of  Erin. 

Edward  Cook  was  born  in  the  same  part  of  Ire- 
land as  his  son,  and  was  a  wealthy  citizen,  owning 
large  tracts  of  land  in  his  native  country.  He 
was  a  man  of  education  and  belonged  to  the 
higher  class,  being  known  as  the  count}^  "squire.'' 
He  selected  his  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Ann 
Irving,  a  native  also  of  Ireland,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Mary  (Ball)  Irving.  In  the 
3^ear  1839  Edward  Cooke  brought  his  family  to 
the  United  States,  after  an  ocean  voyage  of  nine 
weeks,  and  landed  at  Baltimore,  Md.  His  mother- 
in-law  came  with  the  family  and  died  in  Knox 
County,  Ohio,  at  a  good  old  age. 

About  1840,  Mr.  Cooke  moved  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  having  spent  the  previous  winter  in  Pitts- 
burg, and  subsequently  to  Knox  County,  that 
State,  where  he  purchased  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land.  He  possessed  good  sound  sense,  in- 
domitable will  and  no  lack  of  energy,  and  has 
made  them  all  tell  in  his  career,  for  he  was  one  of 
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the  substantial  and  influential  men  of  his  section. 
This  farm  he  improved  in  every  way,  and  on  it  re- 
ceived his  final  summons  June  2,  1847.  His  chil- 
dren, eleven  in  number,  were  as  follows:  Mary 
A.,  who  married  George  Little;  John,  Eliza, 
Ellen,  Rebecca  (deceased),  William,  Jane,  Fannie, 
George  E.,  one  who  died  in  infancy  and  Edward. 
The  mother  of  these  children  passed  away  in  the 
year  1862. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  the  mother  made 
her  home  with  our  subject  until  he  was  thirt3^-five 
years  of  age,  or  until  his  marriage  to  Miss  Mattie 
Sefton.  This  lady  was  a  product  of  Wayne  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary 
(Beatty)  Sefton,  both  natives  of  the  Keystone 
State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooke's  union  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  one  child,  a  son,  Edward  P.,  who  is 
a  graduate  of  the  Dowagiac  High  School.  For  some 
time  the  latter  has  been  a  school  teacher  in  Berrien 
County  and  has  also  taught  in  Colorado.  He  is  a 
prominent  educator,  and  is  well  known  as  a  young 
man  of  unusual  ability  and  prominence. 

Following  his  marriage,  our  subject  went  to 
Iowa,  and  after  a  short  residence  there,  in  the 
year  1868,  moved  to  the  State  of  Michigan.  He 
immediately  engaged  in  the  sawmill  business  in 
Big  Rapids,  remaining  there  and  meeting  with 
fair  success  until  1874.  He  then  came  to  his  pres- 
ent farm  and  bought  ninety  acres  of  partly  im- 
proved land.  He  is  an  intelligent  gentleman,  of 
superior  mental  attainments,  who  seeks  to  devel- 
op himself  as  well  as  his  agricultural  interests 
in  the  best  and  broadest  directions.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Democrat. 


/^^  PETER  MERRIFIELD.  Among  the  suc- 
J^^^     cessful  agriculturists  of  Berrien  County, 

(\1#^  and  popular  citizens  of  Watervliet,  is 
numbei*^^  this  gentleman,  who  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Catherine  (Simmons)  Merrifield.  The  first- 
named  parent  was  born  in  Columbia  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  was  put 
to  wpvte  on  tlie  favm  of  lus  father,    In  1825,  h^ 


moved  to  Yates  County,  the  same  State,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming,  and  finally  purchased  a  tract 
in  Potter,  Yates  County,  on  w^hich  he  remained 
until  1844.  At  this  period  he  moved  by  wagon 
to  Michigan,  being  three  weeks  on  the  way.  In 
June  of  that  same  year,  he  bought  eighty  acres 
in  Watervliet  Township,  which  he  improved  and 
made  his  home  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  wife 
was  born  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  and  became 
the  mother  of  twelve  children,  eleven  of  whom 
reached  their  majority.  They  are  as  follows:  John, 
Robert,  George,  Charlotte,  Jacob,  William,  Bet- 
sey, Sarah,  S.  Peter,  Cornelia  IL,  and  Thomas  J.,  of 
Valparaiso,  Ind.  The  father  of  this  family  died 
in  October,  1851,  aged  sixty-six  years,  and  the 
mother  passed  away  in  September,  1873. 

Peter  Merrifield  was  born  in  Benton,  Yates 
County,  N.  Y.,  September  12,  1827,  and  spent  the 
first,  twenty-two  years  of  his  life  on  his  father's 
farm,  where  he  helped  somewhat  with  the  work  and 
attended  the  district  schools.  When  he  became  a 
man  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  by  teaching 
the  district  and  select  schools  of  his  native  State. 
After  the  first  two  years  of  his  experience  in  this 
line,  he  went  to  Ohio  and  attended  the  schools 
there  for  three  years,  teaching  a  part  of  the  time 
in  order  to  pa}^  his  expenses.  He  was  a  class- 
mate of  James  A.  Garfield  at  one  time,  and  also 
took  a  year's  course  at  Oberlin  College,  afterward 
supplementing  this  with  a  course  at  the  Eclectic 
Institute,  which  is  now  known  as  the  P^clectic  Col- 
lege. Mr.  Merrifield  was  a  very  successful  in- 
structor, and  met  with  encouragement  wherever 
he  went,  teaching  in  the  schools  of  New  York, 
Ohio,  Michigan  and  Iowa.  In  1871  he  came  to 
Berrien  County,  and  located  on  the  five  acres  of 
land  where  he  now  resides,  and  to  which  have  been 
added  forty  acres,  thirty  of  which  are  well  im- 
proved land.  Mr.  Merrifield  is  an  industrious 
man,  and  by  his  good  management  and  economi- 
cal living  has  made  his  farm  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive in  the  county. 

Our  subject  is  quite  active  in  all  political  mat- 
ters. Up  to  the  year  1876  he  was  a  true-blood  Re- 
publican, having  since  that  time  been  a  Green- 
backer.  He  has  served  six  terms  as  Supervisor, 
discharging  his  duties  as  such  to  the  satisfaction 
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of  all  concerned,  and  he  has  also  been  recently 
re-elected  Treasurer  of  the  township,  which  makes 
his  fourth  year's  service  in  that  capacity.  An 
important  event  took  place  in  the  life  of  our  sub- 
ject on  September  80,  1857,  when  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  the  lady  of  his  choice,  Miss  Sarah 
Dayton,  daughter  of  John  and  Ph(ijbe  (Fowler) 
Dayton,  natives  of  New  York  and  Connecticut 
respectively.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dayton  moved  to 
Ohio,  where  they  both  died,  leaving  five  boys  and 
one  girl. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been  born  one 
child,  Adin,  who  is  in  Columbia,  Tenn.,  where  he 
is  employed  on  the  railroad.  A  peaceable,  law- 
abiding  citizen,  just  to  his  neighbor,  and  of 
friendly  spirit,  Mr.  Merrifield  of  this  sketch  is 
well  respected  by  those  who  know  him,  and 
pointed  out  as  a  self-made  man. 


^ILLIAM  W.  EASTON,  M.  D.,  a  practicing 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Dowagiac,  was 
born  four  miles  from  this  city,  in  Silver 
Creek  Township,  October  3,  1853.  His  father  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  section  of  Michi- 
gan, while  his  paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Easton, 
was  a  native  of  Kentucky.  His  great-grandfather, 
also  named  Thomas  Easton,  served  with  valor 
during  the  entire  period  of  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  shortly  after  the  close  of  the  conflict 
came  to  Kentucky,  having  formerly  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Virginia.  Grandfather  Easton  was  a  child 
of  about  ten  years  when  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Michigan,  and  with  them  settled  in 
Berrien  Township,  Berrien  County,  remaining 
there  until  his  death,  in  1867. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Thomas  Easton,  was 
born  near  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  on  the  26th  of 
November,  1826,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Berrien 
County.  In  1850  he  chose  as  the  site  of  his  future 
home  an  unimproved  tract  of  land  in  Silver 
Creek  Township,  in  the  midst  of  the  woods  and 
far  removed  from  other  pioneer  settlers.  In  that 
township  he  married  Miss  Emily,  daughter  of  John 


K.  Hinchman,  a  native  of  West  Virginia,  who 
came  from  Logan  Court  House  to  Michigan  about 
1850.  The  young  couple  commenced  housekeep- 
ing upon  the  eighty-acre  farm  which  Mr.  Easton 
had  purchased,  and  by  their  industry  and  energy 
they  added  to  their  property  from  time  to  time 
until  their  landed  possessions  aggregated  two 
hundred  acres  in  Silver  Creek  Township.  Of  this 
tract  Mr.  Easton  improved  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  through  his  own  unaided  efforts.  In  1888 
he  removed  thence  to  Dowagiac,  where  he  and  his 
wife  have  since  made  their  home. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  have  had  a  family  of 
four  children:  Dr.  W.  W.,  of  this  sketch;  Mrs. 
Jennie  M.  Allen,  who  resides  in  Dowagiac;  J.  M., 
who  is  in  Chicago;  and  E.  W.,  a  resident  of  Do- 
wagiac. Politically,  the  father  was  a  Democrat 
until  the  second  term  of  President  Lincoln,  when 
his  opinions  underwent  a  radical  change,  and  he 
has  since  that  time  atliliated  with  the  Republicans. 
Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  parental  home  and 
enjoyed  exceptional  educational  advantages.  After 
having  attended  a  course  of  study  in  the  schools 
of  Niles,  he  entered  the  University  of  Notre 
Dame,  at  South  l*end,  Ind.,  and  prosecuted  his 
studies  there  with  diligence  and  success. 

His  literary  studies  concluded,  our  subject  en- 
tered the  ollice  of  Clendenin  &  Whitehall, at  Niles, 
and  commenced  the  stud^^  of  medicine  under  their 
preceptorshii).  Later  he  entered  the  Bennett 
Medical  College  at  Chicago,  and  was  graduated 
from  that  institution  on  the  24tli  of  June,  1877. 
He  remained  in  Chicago  for  two  and  one-half  years 
after  graduating,  and  then  returned  to  Dowagiac, 
where  he  has  since  conducted  a  general  practice. 
In  November,  1879,  he  married  Miss  Alma  A. 
Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Gotten  burg,  Sweden, 
and  came  to  this  country  in  1872  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  ^ears.  Her  parents  had  died  in  Sweden, 
and  she  accompanied  an  uncle  and  aunt  to  America, 
settling  with  them  in  Chicago.  The  union  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Easton  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
two  children,  William  T.  and  Mabel. 

As  every  public-spirited  citizen  should  do,  the 
Doctor  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics,  and  is 
an  outspoken  Republican,  advocating  the  views  of 
that  party  with  all   the  enthusi^sni  of  his  nature 
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In  1888  he  was  clioson  delegate  to  tlie  State  con- 
vention, and  he  has  served  in  other  positions  of 
honor  and  trust.  Sociall}',  he  is  identified  with  the 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees, 
the  Knights  of  P^'thias  and  the  Legion  of  Honor, 
and  is  examining  physician  for  the  Order  of  Mac- 
cabees and  Legion  of  Honor,  also  for  the  Masonic 
Mutual  of  Grand  Rapids.  He  is  a  successful  gen- 
eral practitioner  of  the  eclectic  system  of  medicine, 
and  has  an  extensive  practice  both  in  Dowagiac 
and  throughout  the  surrounding  country.  His 
home  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the  city, 
being  the  residence  formerly  occupied  by  the  late 
P.  D.  Beck  with. 


=-^>-)i^<^ 


GEORGE  W.  DOUGAN.  Berrien  County 
_^   has   in  the   past  offered   many  instances  of 

):;^  the  fact  that  industry,  enterprise  and  en- 
ergy, combined  with  the  exercise  of  sound  business 
judgment,  find  here  a  fitting  arena  for  their  devel- 
opment, and  bring  compensation  in  prosperity, 
and  ofttimes  wealth.  Examples  of  success  in  mer- 
cantile enteri)rises  are  not  wanting  here.  Among 
the  dry-goods  houses  which  have  attained  a  prom- 
inent ])lace  in  the  confidence  of  the  general  i)ublic 
may  be  mentioned  the  establishment  at  Niles  of 
which  G.  W.  Dougan  (fe  Co.  are  the  owners  and 
proprietors. 

The  location  of  George  W.  Dougan  ^  Co.'s  store 
is  convenient  for  all  pur[)Oses  of  trade.  The 
building  is  24x120  feet  in  dimensions,  and  is  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
utiliztd.  The  house  has  held  a  high  place  in  the 
confidence  and  ap|)robation  of  the  ])ublic  through- 
out its  long  business  history  by  a  steady  adherence 
to  correct  business  ))rinciples,  and  by  being  reliable 
in  ever}^  particular.  Its  standing  in  the  trade  is 
of  the  highest  character,  and  its  large  business  is 
conducted  upon  a  perfect  system.  The  store  is  well 
stocked  vvith  a  complete  and  varied  assortment  of 
dry  goods,  notions,  carpets,  etc. 

The  success  which  has  crowned  this  business 
venture    is    wholly    due    to    the   exercise  of    the 


wise  judgment  of  Mr.  Dougan.  Having  passed 
his  entire  life  in  the  city  of  Niles,  he  is  well 
known  by  all  the  citizens,  and  enjoys  their  con- 
fidence to  the  fullest  extent.  He  was  born  in 
this  city  August  15,  1841,  and  is  of  direct  Scotch- 
Irish  descent,  his  father,  George  W.  Dougan,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  the  Emerald  Isle,  whence  he  emi- 
grated to  America  at  an  early  age.  He  located  in 
Niles  in  1835,  and  was  married  in  Ireland  to  Miss 
Eliza,  daughter  of  Capt.  Thomas  Earr,  who  was  of 
Irish  birth,  but  of  Scotch  parentage.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  fol- 
lowed his  chosen  occupation  during  the  entire 
period  of  his  active  life.  His  death  occurred  on 
the  3d  of  March,  1890,  when  he  had  attained  to 
four-score  and  seven  years. 

The  third  in  a  family  of  four  children,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  passed  his  boyhood  in  the  pa- 
rental home,  and  attended  the  common  schools  of 
Niies.  When  a  mere  lad,  he  entered  the  mercan- 
tile establishment  of  C.  E.  Bentley,  with  whom  he 
remained,  occupying  a  clerical  position  for  eight 
years.  In  1873,  in  partnership  with  A.  J.  Eox,  he 
embarked  in  the  dry-goods  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Eox  tfe  Dougan,  continuing  in  that  con- 
nection for  five  years.  Afterward  the  stock  was 
divided  between  the  members  of  the  firm,  and  Mr. 
Dougan  has  actively  conducted  the  business  to  the 
present  time.  Of  pleasing  ap{)earance,  affable 
manners  and  honorable  business  methods,  he  has 
gained  the  regard  and  confidence  of  the  people  of 
Berrien  County. 

December  5,  1872,  Mr.  Dougan  married  Miss 
Anna  M.  Smith,  of  Richmond,  Ind.,  and  the 
daughter  of  Hon.  J.  P.  Smith,  a  prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dougan  are 
the  parents  of  four  children:  Richard  N.,  May, 
George  W.,  Jr.,  and  Ardel.  In  his  political  opin- 
ions Mr.  Dougan  is  a  Democrat,  and  wjiile  he  has 
never  sought  political  preferment,  he  has  been  the 
recipient  of  numerous  positions  of  trust  and  honor. 
He  witnessed  with  great  pleasure  the  inaugural 
ceremonies  attending  the  installation  of  GrOver 
Cleveland  into  the  Presidential  chair  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1893.  He  served  one  term  as  Mayor  of 
the  city,  and  two  terms  as  Alderman  of  the  Sec- 
ond Ward,  and  was  a  member  of  the  School  Board 
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for  three  years,  serving  as  its  Treasurer.  In  1884 
he  was  appointed  Indian  trader  for  the  Black  Feet 
Indians,  with  headquarters  in  tlie  northwestern 
part  of  Montana,  at  the  old  Indian  agency  known 
as  the  Black  Feet  Agency,  north  of  Sun  River,  but 
resigned  that  position  on  account  of  Indian  trou- 
bles. 

Socially,  Mr.  Dougan  is  connected  with  St.  Jo- 
seph Valley  Lodge  No.  4,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Begin- 
ning in  business  with  limited  capital,  he  is  now 
the  owner  of  considerable  realty,  and  is  financially 
well-to-do.  Among  his  landed  possessions  is  a 
farm  lying  near  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city, 
the  value  of  which  will  undoubtedly  be  enhanced 
during  the  coming  years.  He  is  also  the  owner  of 
valuable  real  estate  in  the  city.  He  is  now  a 
stockholder  and  Director  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Niles.  His  name  is  frequently  mentioned 
by  his  friends  as  a  candidate  for  Postmaster  at 
Niles,  and  should  the  expectations  of  his  hosts  of 
acquaintances  be  realized,  Niles  will  have  a  Post- 
master who  will  be  popular  with  everyone,  irre- 
spective of  political  opinions.  The  partner  of  Mr. 
Dougan  was  the  late  Capt.  H.  B.  Quimby,  of  tlie 
United  States  Army,  whose  family  retain  his  in- 
terest in  the  firm. 


^r^REDERICK  F.  KING,  for  thirteen  years 
l-Wg^.  an  able  Supervisor  of  Sodus  Township, 
/Iv)  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  is  a  prosperous  gen- 
eral farmer  and  successful  horticulturist,  and 
resides  upon  a  fine  farm,  pleasantly  located  on 
section  22.  Mr.  King  is  a  native  of  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  October  15,  1829. 
The  paternal  grandparents  were  earlj^  settlers  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  in  that  State  the  father  of  our 
subject,  Job  King,  was  born  in  1802.  The  education 
of  the  father  was  limited  to  a  few  months  of 
schooling,  but  he  was  a  man  of  great  natural 
ability  and  sagacity  and  readily  won  his  upward 
way.  The  business  of  his  life  was  farming,  but 
he  was  also  a  devout  minister  of  the  Baptist  per- 
suasion, and  for  more  than  a   half-century  gave 


earnest  and  persistent  work  for  the  salvation  of 
perishing  humanity.  Between  his  daily  toil  upon 
the  farm  and  his  labors  in  the  pulpit,  he  led  a  life 
of  busy  usefulness,  and  was  honored  for  his  unself- 
ishness and  sterling  integrity  of  character.  He 
married  Miss  Phoebe  M.  Freeman,  daughter  of 
Frederick  Freeman,  a  highly  jespected  settler  of 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y. 

Unto  the  father  and  mother  were  born  thirteen 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  second,  and 
named  Frederick  in  remembrance  of  his  maternal 
grandfather.  The  paternal  grandfather.  Job  King, 
gallantly  participated  in  the  battle  of  Sackett's 
Harbor  and  also  took  part  in  many  other  impor- 
tant engagements  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 
When  young  Frederick  King  was  seven  years  of 
age  he  journeyed  with  his  parents  by  wagon  to  a 
new  home  in  Ohio,  and,  settling  in  Abliland 
County,  there  received  a  good  common -sch.ool 
education.  Aside  from  the  lessons  of  the  little 
district  school,  he  received  private  instruction,  and 
was  soon  enabled  to  begin  the  self-reliant  work  of 
life  as  a  teacher.  Our  subject  taught  in  the 
district  schools  of  Medina  and  Ashland  Counties, 
Ohio,  and  in  1863  emigrated  to  the  State  of 
Michigan,  and,  settling  upon  rented  land,  entered 
with  energy  into  the  pursuits  of  agriculture  in 
Berrien  County,  from  that  time  his  permanent 
home.  Aside  from  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  he  soon 
engaged  in  running  a  sawmill,  which  he  profitably 
conducted  for  twenty-nine  years.  Accumulating 
property  and  financially  successful,  Mr.  King  after 
a  time  bought  the  attractive  homestead  where  he 
now  resides,  and,  aside  from  other  duties,  makes  a 
specialty  of  cultivating  choice  fruit  for  the  Chi- 
cago market. 

March  16,  1845,  Frederick  F.  King  and  Miss 
Susan  F.  Freeman  were  united  in  marriage. 
Mrs.  King  was  a  daughter  of  PVederick  Freeman, 
a  well-known  and  prosperous  resident  of  Jackson 
County,  Mich.  Our  subject  and  his  estimable 
wife  have  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eleven 
children,  nine  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Six  are 
married,  and  three  are  still  at  home  with  their 
parents.  Fraternally,  Mr.  King  is  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  King  are  both  valuerl  members  of  the  Church 
of  Christ,  with  which  denomination  our  subject 
has  been  connected  ever  since  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age.  Politically,  Mr.  King  is  a  stalwart 
Republican  and  from  its  first  organization  has 
been  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  party.  There  has 
scarcely  been  an  olfice  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen  he  has  not  received,  and,  a  man  of  ex- 
ecutive abilit}^,  has  well  discharged  the  duties  of 
Drainage  Commissioner,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
School  Inspector,  Townsiiip  Treasurer,  Township 
Clerk,  and  as  Supervisor  has  been  a  prominent 
factor  in  the  promotion  and  development  of  the 
progressive  interests  of  his  locality.  Widely  known, 
lie  possesses  the  confidence  of  the  community 
among  whom  lie  has  spent  the  last  thirty  years, 
and  is  numbered  among  the  substantial  citizens  of 
Berrien   County. 


<^ 


\r^REDERICK  FIRST,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
11— !/(;\^  most  ])rominent  settlers  of  Pipestone  Town- 
(i\  ship,  Berrien   County,  Mich.,  has  won   his 

way  in  life  unaided,  and,  an  energetic  and  indus- 
trious man  of  a  high  order  of  practical  ability,  has 
accumulated  a  large  and  valuable  property  and  is 
numbered  among  the  substantial  men  and  leading- 
citizens  of  the  county.  A  friend  to  educational 
advancement,  lie  has,  as  an  officer  of  the  School 
Board,  material  13^  assisted  to  improve  the  grade  of 
instruction  and  scholarship  in  the  district  schools. 
Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Germany,  and  was  born 
February  2,  1828,  in  Westphalia.  His  parents, 
Frederick  and  Angeline  (Shearman)  First,  were 
both  born  in  Westphalia,  the  father  in  1793,  and 
the  mother  in  1798.  Reared,  educated  and  mar- 
ried in  the  Old  Country,  they  passed  many  years 
of  their  life  in  Germany  before  they  finally  de- 
cided to  emigrate  to  the  land  of  promise  beyond 
the  sea.  In  1849,  they  emigrated  with  their  fam- 
ily to  America,  and,  locating  in  Ohio,  spent  seven 
years  in  Hamilton  County.  They  then  removed 
to  Michigan  and  made  their  home  with  our  subject 
until  their  death. 


The  parents  trained  to  habits  of  industrious 
thrift  four  children:  Frederick,  our  subject;  Henri- 
etta nuklehan,a  resident  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.;  Mrs. 
Krohne;  and  Mrs.  Horsman,  the  latter  well  known 
in  Berrien  County.  The  father  and  mother  were 
valued  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  ac- 
tively assisted  in  religious  work.  Our  subject  re- 
ceived an  excellent  education  in  Germany,  and 
crossing  the  broad  Atlantic  in  1847  passed  ten 
years  as  a  gardener  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Mr.  First 
is,  however,  a  life-time  general  farmer  and  thor- 
oughly veised  in  every  department  of  agriculture. 
In  1853  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Louisa,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Annie  (Kukle- 
han)  Kuklehan,  both  natives  of  Westphalia,  Ger- 
many. Mr.  Kuklehan,  a  farmer,  had  been  a  soldier 
and  served  in  the  wars  of  the  Fatherland.  He 
emigrated  to  America  in  1841  and  made  his  home 
in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  where  lie  and  his 
estimable  wife  both  died.  They  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living; 
one  brother,  Lewis,  is  in  business  in  New  York 
City.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kuklehan  were  devout  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  were  highly 
respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 

Mrs.  First  was  born  in  Westphalia,  Germany, 
August  4,  1833.  The  pleasant  home  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  ten  sons  and  daughters, 
five  of  the  children  yet  surviving.  liizzie  S.,  the 
wife  of  Charles  Fuelling  and  the  mother  of  one 
child,  resides  in  Indiana;  Sophia  married  Herman 
Grabamayer,  and  with  her  husband  and  one  child 
makes  her  home  in  Pipestone  Township;  Henry, 
who  married  Miss  Annie  Varnan,  lives  in  Silver 
Creek  Township,  and  is  the  father  of  four  cliil- 
dren;  Lewis  and  Frank  complete  the  list.  Finan- 
cially prospered,  Mr.  First  at  one  time  owned  over 
eight  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  has 
himself  cleared,  cultivated  and  improved  over  four 
hundred  acres,  reclaiming  the  soil  from  its  wild 
state.  As  his  children  married  he  gave  each  a 
farm,  and  now  retains  three  hundred  and  twen'ty 
acres,  nearly  all  under  high  cultivation  and  finely 
improved.  There  were  originally  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  more  in  the  homestead,  which  our  sub- 
ject gave  to  his  children.  Among  the  costly  im- 
provements of  the  extensive  farm  are  good  roads. 
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which  cross  it,  and  a  fine  residence,  erected  at  a 
cost  of  $4,000,  one  of  the  best  and  most  attractive 
homes  in  the  township.  Mr.  First  has  been  for 
niany  years  a  prominent  member  and  an  officer  in 
the  Lutheran  Church.  He  was  long  connected 
with  the  School  Board  and  liberally  aided  his  chil- 
dren to  receive  a  good  education.  Politically,  he 
is  a  Republican,  and  has  ever  taken  a  deep  inter- 
est in  local  and  national  affairs,  without  aspiring 
to  hold  oflSce.  Energetic  and  enterprising,  he  has 
in  all  the  various  duties  of  life  been  true  to  him- 
self, his  friends  ai)d  family,  and  is  known  as  a  man 
of  unswerving  integrity  and  steadfast  purpose. 


"A 


^^RED  McOMBER,  M.  D.,  editor  and  pro- 
Li^  prietor  of  the  Berrien  Springs  Era,  was 
1^  born  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
23d  of  January,  1846.  He  traces  his  lineage  to 
Scotland,  and  the  family  of  which  he  is  a  mem- 
ber was  one  of  the  first  represented  in  America. 
His  grandfather  on  the  paternal  side.  Pardon  Mc- 
Omber,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  as  was  also  his 
father,  Asa.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Ma- 
rilla,  daughter  of  John  Gray  and  a  native  of 
New  York  State. 

One  in  a  family  of  eight,  the  subject  of  this 
biographical  notice  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Or- 
leans County,  N.  Y.,  receiving  a  common-school 
education.  A  mere  lad  when  the  war  broke  out, 
he  was  fired  with  the  spirit  of  patriotism  and  de- 
sire to  serve  his  country,  and,  accordingly,  en- 
listed as  a  member  of  Company  C,  Eighth  New 
York  Heavy  Artillery,  Col.  Peter  A.  Porter,  of 
Niagara  Ealls,  commanding.  The  regiment  was 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Second  Di- 
vision, Second  Brigade,  Second  Army  Corps.  Dr. 
McOmber  participated  in  nearly  all  the  battles  of 
the  Wilderness.  During  the  battle  of  Cold  Har- 
bor, on  the  4th  of  June,  1864,  a  shell  struck  a 
tree  about  eight  feet  above  his  head  and  some- 
what shocked  Dr.  McOmber,  who,  however,  re- 
ceived no  serious  injury  therefrom  except  a  small 


wound  on  his  arm.  He  remained  with  his  regi- 
ment, taking  part  in  all  its  engagements  and 
marches  until  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service 
at  the  close  of  the  war. 

After  having  been  honorably  discharged  in 
May,  1865,  Dr.  McOmber  returned  to  his  old  home 
in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  short  time  after- 
ward went  to  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1867,  learning  the  trade  of  a  jeweler. 
In  1868  he  made  a  tour  of  Iowa  for  the  purpose 
of  selecting  a  suitable  location,  but  finding  nothing 
satisfactory  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  was  in 
business  and  studying  medicine  for  eighteen 
months.  Later,  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  re- 
mained in  Benton  Harbor  for  three  months.  In 
January,  1869,  he  located  in  Berrien  Springs, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  For  several  years  he 
engaged  in  merchandising.  In  1870  he  estab- 
lished the  Berrien  Springs  Dispensary  for  the  treat- 
ment of  chronic  diseases  and  the  opium  habit,  as 
well  as  the  liquor  and  tobacco  habits,  and  has  met 
with  much  success  in  this  line.  He  is  also  the  com- 
pounder of  some  very  valuable  remedies,  in  the 
sale  of  which  he  has  built  up  a  large  trade,  and 
also  has  several  inventions  for  the  treatment  of 
chronic  diseases,  especiallj^  of  the  lungs,  by  medi- 
cated vapor,  compressed  air,  etc. 

In  1873  Dr.  McOmber  was  appointed  Postmas- 
ter of  Berrien  Springs,  and  served  with  efficiency 
for  ten  years.  His  journalistic  career  comhienced 
in  1873,  at  which  time  he  established  a  monthly 
paper,  which  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first 
paper  published  in  Berrien  Springs.  This  paper 
was  called  Gold  and  Silver.  In  1874  it  was  merged 
into  a  weekly  and  the  title  changed  to  the  Bei^- 
rien  County  Journal,  which,  after  editing  and  pub- 
lishing for  several  months,  he  sold.  In  1876  he 
established  a  weekly  paper,  an  eight-column  fo- 
lio, Republican  in  politics  and  neat  in  its  typo- 
graphical appearance,  which  he  called  the  Berrien 
Springs  Era,  the  only  paper  now  published  in  the 
place.  The  publication  of  this  he  still  conducts 
in  connection  with  his  medical  industry. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  McOmber  occurred  in  1872, 
and  united  him  with  Miss  Minnie  M.,  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  Hon.  James  Graham,  an  early  settler  of 
Berrien  County,  who  served  as  Sheriff  and  also  as 
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a  member  of  the  Legislature.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mc- 
Omber  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Graham  O. 
Socially,  Dr.  McOmber  is  identified  with  Kilpatrick 
Post  No.  39,  G.  A.  R.;  Western  Star  Lodge  No. 
39,  A.  F.  (k  A.  M.,  and  other  fraternal  organiza- 
tions. He  was  largely  interested  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  St.  Joseph  Valley  Railroad  in 
1889,  and  served  as  its  General  Manager  for  some 
time.  He  owns  a  half-interest  in  the  Hotel  Oron- 
oko,  erected  as  a  sanitarium  and  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  summer  visitors,  and  it  is  already  quite 
popular  thoughout  this  section  of  country.  Al- 
ways interested  in  educational  matters.  Dr.  Mc- 
Omber has  rendered  efficient  service  as  a  member 
of  the  School  Board,  and  has  done  all  in  his  power 
toward  advancing  the  standard  of  education  in 
his  vicinity,  and  as  a  public-spirited  citizen  he 
has  done  a  great  deal  to  build  up  and  advance 
the  interests  of  Berrien  Springs. 
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ENRY  H.  PORTER  is  the  Secretary  of  the 
Mutual  City  and  Village  Fire  Insurance 
Company,  engineer  and  manager  of  the 
i^j  Dowagiac  Construction  Company,  and  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer  of  the  Dowagiac  Gas  and 
Electric  Company.  He  was  born  in  Jordan,  Onon- 
daga County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  12th  of  October,  1847. 
On  the  maternal  side  he  is  descended  from  Hugue- 
not ancestry,  his  grandfather  Blanchard  having 
been  a  refugee  from  France  and  an  early  settler  of 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, William  Porter,  was  born  in  Ireland,  whence 
he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  located  in 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.  He  served  as  Associate 
Judge  of  the  county  and  was  a  prominent  attorney 
and  counselor-at-law. 

William  Porter,  Jr.,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Hebron,  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
in  his  youth  attended  the  Union  College,  at  Schen- 
ectady, graduating  from  that  institution.  Thence 
he  went  to  Camillus,  where  he  studied  law,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Syracuse.  He  com- 
menced  the  practice  of  his   profession  at  Jordan, 


and  also  had  offices  in  both  Syracuse  and  Auburn. 
At  Salem,  Washington  County,  he  married  Helen 
Jane  Blanchard,  daughter  of  Judge  Anthony  Blan- 
chard. Six  children  were  born  of  this  union,  four 
of  whom  are  still  living:  Anthony  B.,  of  New 
York  City;  William  H.,  of  Auburn,  N.  Y.;  Jennie  B. 
Leet,  of  Scran  ton.  Pa.;  and  our  subject. 

Politically,  Mr.  Porter  was  a  Democrat.  He  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  Postmaster  at  Jordan, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature. 
He  was  nominated  for  Congress  and  made  a  splen- 
did canvass,  but  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority 
by  his  opponent,  Dennis  McCarthy.  Afterward 
he  was  again  nominated  for  Congress,  his  opponent 
being  Senator  Hiscock,  and  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  he  was  seventy-two  years  old,  he  spoke 
ever}^  night  for  four  weeks  in  the  campaign.  He 
died  in  his  eighty-first  \^ear,  March  27,  1887,  at  his 
home  in  Jordan,  N.  Y.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
died    December  9,  1892,  in   her  eighty-fifth  year. 

An  untiring  worker,  a  logical  thinker,  and  a  man 
of  unusuall}'^  sound  judgment,  Mr.  Porter  won 
considerable  fame  in  professional  circles  and  was 
conceded  to  be  one  of  the  most  eminent  men  of 
the  Bar  of  New  York.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
left  seven  cases  in  the  Court  of  Appeals.  His  was 
a  career  illustrating  the  fact  that  industry  and  en- 
ergy will  almost  invariably  bring  to  their  possessor 
well-merited  success.  Gentlemanly  in  demeanor 
and  cordial  in  manner,  he  numbered  his  friends  by 
the  hundreds  and  enjoyed  great  popularity.  In 
his  religious  views  he  was  very  liberal.  He  was 
General-in-Chief  of  the  State  Militia  of  New  York, 
and  at  the  opening  of  the  Rebellion  was  urged  to 
accept  the  Colonelcy  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-second  New  York  Infantry,  but  could  not 
be  prevailed  upon  to  do  so.  His  sympathies  were 
on  the  side  of  the  Union. 

In  the  Jordan  Academy  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  received  a  good  education.  When  seven- 
teen years  old  he  enlisted,  in  1865,  as  a  member 
of  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Ninety-third 
New  York  Infantry,  having  run  away  from  home 
in  order  to  join  the  army.  However,  his  martial 
impulses  were  indefinitely  postponed  by  the  arrival 
of  his  father  on  the  scene,  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  return  home.     A  short  time  after- 
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ward  he  went  to  El  bridge,  N.  Y.,  where  he  clerked 
in  a  general  store  for  three  and  one-half  3^ears. 
Then,  purchasing  a  stock  of  drugs,  he  embarked  in 
business  as  a  druggist  and  continued  thus  occupied 
until  his  store  was  burned  out. 

October  25,  1870,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Porter  to  Miss  Georgiana,  daughter  of  Israel  K. 
Perry,  a  farmer  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  Mrs. 
Porter  was  born  and  reared  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  receiving  a  good  education  in  the  Monroe 
Collegiate  Institute.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Porter 
located  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  confectionery  and  fruit  business.  Later 
he  settled  on  a  farm  in  Onondaga  County  and 
labored  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  until  1877,  when  he 
came  to  Michigan.  While  faiming  in  New  York, 
and  while  filling  the  position  of  Superintendent  of 
Implements  at  the  State  Fair,  he  became  acquainted 
with  Seth  Green,  the  "father  of  fish  culture.'*  This 
gentleman  gave  him  considerable  instruction  in 
tlie  business  and  advised  him  to  go  into  it.  He  fol- 
lowed the  advice  and  built  one  of  the  finest  hatch- 
ing establishments  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Mr. 
Porter  hybridized  the  first  crosses  that  were  ever 
made  between  the  salmon  trout  and  the  brook  trout. 
After  writing  to  many  of  the  prominent  fihhery 
men  concerning  the  matter,  he  published  an  article 
in  the  Forest  and  Stream  explaining  it  in  full. 
They  are  now  on  exhibition  at  the  Smithsonian 
Institute.  He  was  the  first  to  cross  the  California 
salmon  with  the  brook  trout,  and  also  the  first  to 
hatch  and  raise  the  celebrated  Michigan  grayling, 
specimens  of  which  are  on  exhibition  at  the  Smith- 
sonian Institute.  For  two  years  he  furnished  eggs 
on  contract  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  while 
thus  engaged  was  urged  by  Gov.  Bagley,  of  Mich- 
igan, and  George  H.  Jerome,  who  was  at  the  head 
of  the  fish  commission,  to  come  to  this  State  and 
investigate  their  work,  as  what  had  been  done 
prior  to  that  time  had  proved  a  failure. 

During  his  visit  to  Michigan,  Mr.  Porter  accepted 
the  position  tendered  him  and  superintended  the 
State  Fishery  at  Pokagon,  Cass  County.  Hither, 
a  short  time  afterward,  he  brought  his  family. 
After  filling  the  position  in  the  fisheries  for  one 
season,  he  came  to  Dowagiac  and  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business  with  Frank  J.  Mosher,  under  the 


firm  name  of  F.  J.  Mosher  &  Co.  Two  years  were 
thus  spent,  and  then  Mr.  Porter  engaged  in  business 
as  a  produce  dealer.  While  in  the  grocery  business 
he  became  interested  in  the  City  and  Village  Fire 
Insurance  Company  and  acted  as  its  agent  here. 
Upon  the  resignation  of  one  of  its  Directors  he 
he  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacant  place.  After 
serving  as  Director  one  year,  he  was  elected  Treas- 
urer, and  served  in  that  capacity  until  1884,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  Secretary. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Porter  was  elected  Secretary  of 
the  City  and  Village  Insurance  Company  it  was 
located  at  Niles,  and  for  some  time  previous  its 
business  had  steadily  decreased  until  it  seemed  that 
there  was  no  prospect  of  a  better  state  of  things. 
However,  since  Mr.  Porter  became  connected  with 
the  company  and  removed  the  office  to  Dowagiac 
it  has  enjoyed  a  steady  increase  of  business,  and 
now^  has  an  assessable  capital  stock  of  $1,500,000. 
In  addition  to  his  other  interests,  he  is  a  hydraulic 
engineer.  He  is  a  senior  member  of  the  Michigan 
Engineering  Society,  and  is  manager  of  the  Do- 
wagiac Construction  Company,  which  has  offices  in 
Dowagiac  and  Chicago. 

The  Dowagiac  Gas  and  Electric  Light  Compan^^ 
was  organized  in  February,  1890,  at  which  time 
Mr.  Porter  was  elected  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
and  is  still  serving  in  that  capacity.  He  and  his 
wife  have  one  son,  William  C,  who  is  connected 
with  his  father  in  business. 

Under  the  first  administration  of  President 
Cleveland,  Mr.  Porter  was  appointed  Postmaster 
at  Dowagiac,  but  for  political  reasons  the  Senate 
refused  to  confirm  the  appointment.  Upon  the 
election  of  Cleveland  the  second  time,  he  was 
solicited  by  prominent  Democrats  and  Republicans 
to  accept  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  of  this 
city,  but  for  business  reasons  he  refused.  He 
served  as  Chairman  of  the  first  Democratic  caucus 
in  the  city  of  Dowagiac,  and  has  been  a  leader 
among  the  Dcn^ocrats  for  many  years.  In  his  re- 
ligious views  he  is  very  liberal.  Since  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  also  identified 
with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the 
Order  of  Elks.  He  was  the  "father"  of  the  society 
called  the  American  Legion  of  Honor  in  the  State. 
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111  the  estimation  of  our  subject,  this  sketch 
would  be  incomplete  were  no  mention  made  of  his 
maternal  ancestors.  In  referring  to  the  family 
genealogy  we  find  the  following  facts:  Gen.  John 
Williams  married  Mrs.  Susana  (Thomas)  Turner,  a 
descendant  of  a  family  belonging  to  the  Claud 
MacGregors,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four 
children.  Maria,  the  youngest  of  the  number, 
married  Anthony  I.  Blanchard  and  they  had  a  fam- 
ily of  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom 
Helen  Jane,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  the 
youngest.  Anthony  I.  Blanchard  was  Colonel  of 
the  Second  New  Hampshire  Regiment  and  was 
the  first  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  Court  of 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  iiaving  been  appointed 
to  that  position  March  12,  1810.  In  1796  he  was 
chosen  Assistant  Attorney-  General  of  New  York, 
and  in  1801  became  District  Attorney.  He  served 
as  a  member  of  the  New  York  General  Assembly 
for  two  terms,  in  1796-97. 

Gen.  John  Williams,  the  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born  at  Barnstable,  Devon,  Eng- 
land, in  1752,  and  received  a  good  education  in 
his  native  land.  For  one  year  he  served  as  Major 
on  an  English  man-of-war,  and  after  completing 
his  medical  and  surgical  studies  emigrated  from 
England  in  1773,  and,  coming  to  America,  settled 
at  Salem,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  the  profession 
of  a  physician.  May  20,  1775,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Revolutionary  War,  he  was  elected 
to  represent  his  county  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly, which  met  in  New  York  City.  In  June, 
1775,  he  was  appointed  Surgeon  of  a  regi- 
ment, and  in  P'ebruary  of  the  following  year  he 
was  commissioned  Colonel  of  the  regiment  that 
had  been  raised  principally  through  his  efforts. 
After  serving  as  commanding  oflicer,  he  was  pro- 
moted, April  8,  1777,  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General,  and  meantime  still  fulfilled  his  duties  as 
a  member  of  the  Assembly.  He  gave  his  vote  for 
the  ordinance  creating  the  State  of  New  York  and 
adopting  its  constitution.  From  1792  until  1796 
he  served  in  Congress.  For  more  than  twenty- 
five  years,  from  the  organization  of  the  State  of 
New  York  until  his  death,  he  was  Judge  of  the 
county  of  Charlotte  and  its  successor,  Washington 
County.     As  a  member  of    the  State   Senate   he 


offered  the  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  to  build 
the  canal  connecting  the  Hudson  River  with  Lake 
Champlain  on  the  east  and  the  Great  Lakes  on  the 
west.  His  death  occurred  at  Salem,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
22dof  July,  1806. 


^^=^EORGE  BOYLE,  a  representative  general 
'II  (-—.  agriculturist,  residing  upon  his  finely  culti- 
^^Jjl  vated  homestead  located  in  Buchanan 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  is  a  native  of 
the  county,  and  was  born  December  3,  1835,  in 
Lake  Township.  His  parents,  Godfrey  and  Rosina 
(Cool)  Boyle,  were  born,  reared  and  married  in 
Germany,  and,  emigrating  to  America  in  1831,  re- 
sided for  some  time  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  later 
removing  to  Pennsylvania,  finally  made  their 
home,  in  1834  or  1835,  in  Berrien  Springs,  Mich. 
Landing  in  Baltimore  with  only  a  cash  capital  of 
fifty  cents,  the  parents  labored  early  and  late  to 
support  themselves  in  the  country  whose  ways  and 
language  were  to  them  new  and  strange.  When 
the  father  came  to  Michigan  he  accompanied  Mr. 
Kimball  and  his  family,  and  for  two  years  worked 
by  the  day  and  month  for  them.  He  bought 
a  small  bit  of  land  one  mile  north  of  Niles,  and 
built  thereon  a  log  house,  but  did  not  remain  very 
long  in  this  locality,  although  during  the  brief 
period  of  his  residence  there  he  managed  to  lose 
nearly  all  the  small  savings  carefully  hoarded 
dollar  by  dollar  from  his  hardly  earned  wages. 
The  father  and  mother  then  removed  to  Lake 
Township,  where  the  father  entered  forty  acres  of 
Government  land  for  $1.25  per  acre,  and  engaged 
energetically  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  After 
a  time  he  sold  this  farm  and  with  his  family 
removed  to  Orinoko  Township,  where  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  and  made  this  place 
his  permanent  home. 

Prospering  through  tireless  industry,  Godfrey 
Boyle  added  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  to  the  original  farm,  and  with  the  aid  of  his 
sons  cleared  off  the  heavy  timber  and  brought  one 
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liundred  and  twenty  acres  up  to  a  high  state  of 
productiveness.  He  further  improved  the  farm, 
building  an  attractive  and  commodious  residence 
and  good  barns  and  sheds.  From  time  to  time  he 
made  investments  in  lands  and  bought  and  sold, 
at  the  time  of  his  death  owning  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres.  Essentially  a  self-made  man,  Father 
Boyle,  hard-working,  upright  and  true  to  every 
duty  of  life,  survived  to  reach  sixty-three  years  of 
age,  and  passed  away  in  1862,  mourned  by  all  who 
knew  him.  He  had  served  in  the  army  of  his  na- 
tive land,  as  had  also  a  brother,  and  both  had  un- 
doubtedly shared  the  dangers  of  the  Bonaparte 
campaign.  The  brother  was  captured  by  the 
troops  of  Napoleon,  his  clothes  taken  from  him, 
and,  without  covering  or  shelter,  he  suffered  most 
severely.  Unto  the  parents  were  born  thirteen 
children,  five  of  whom  lived  to  years  of  maturit3^ 
Gottlieb  was  the  eldest;  George  was  the  second  in 
order  of  birth;  Mary  became  the  wife  of  Orlando 
Nelson;  Godfrey  was  named  in  honor  of  his  father; 
and  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  Joel  Hartline.  Tlie  mother 
of  these  brothers  and  sisters,  Mrs.  Lucinda  Boyle, 
a  most  estimable  woman,  passed  away  in  1868. 

Our  subject  is  self-educated,  having  in  youth  en- 
joyed but  the  most  limited  opportunities  for  in- 
struction and  schooling.  A  man  of  earnest  pur- 
pose, he  learned  to  read  and  write  after  he  had 
reached  manhood.  Toiling  from  his  early  child- 
hood, he  attained  to  twenty  years  of  age  and  then 
began  life  for  himself  on  seventy-five  acres  of  land 
his  father  had  given  him.  The  land  in  the  woods 
he  cleared  and  cultivated,  and  with  patient  indus- 
try winning  his  upward  way,  now  owns  two 
hundred  and  twenty -eight  and  a-half  aCresof  some 
of  the  most  valuable  land  in  Berrien  County.  Mr. 
Boyle  has  now  under  a  high  state  of  productiveness 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  annually 
yield  an  abundant  harvest.  In  1880  he  purchased 
one  hundred  and  twelve  acres  of  his  tract  for  $45 
per  acre.  For  the  balance  he  paid  $72.50  per 
acre,  with  the  exception  of  about  twenty-six  acres, 
which  cost  $80.10  per  acre.  Aside  from  this 
valuable  property,  our  subject  also  owns  two 
hundred  and  thirteen  acres  six  miles  north  of 
Niles,  for  which  he  paid  $64  per  acre.  This  latter 
farm  has  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  finely 


cultivated  land  and  is  improved  with  a  comfort- 
able residence,  a  commodious  new  barn  and 
granary,  and  other  buildings.  For  ten  or  twelve 
years,  George  Boyle,  in  connection  with  his  brother 
Gottlieb,  ran  a  sawmill  in  Weesaw  Township,  a 
business  which  was  then  most  profitable.  In  1858 
George  Boyle  and  Miss  Ann  Houstid  were  united 
in  marriage.  The  estimable  wife  of  our  subject 
was  a  native  of  New  York.  Her  mother,  Mai\y  A. 
Filkins,  was  twice  married.  Mr.  Houstid  died 
when  his  daughter  Ann  was  an  infant,  and  later 
the  widow  wedded  William  Walton.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Boyle  were  blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven 
children:  Semantha,  deceased;  Eugene,  a  resident 
of  Weesaw  Township;  Laura,  wife  of  Louis  Paul, 
of  Weesaw  Township;  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  R.  N. 
Norris,  of  Niles  Township;  Ira,  at  home;  Mel v in, 
with  his  parents;  and  Myra,  deceased.  A  con- 
stant resident  of  his  native  State  throughout  fift^^- 
eight  years  of  progress,  our  subject  is  identified 
with  the  growth  and  local  improvements  of  r>er- 
rien  County,  and  reared  amid  the  pioneer  scenes 
of  early  days  has  acquired  solely  through  his  own 
self-reliant  efforts  a  comfortable  competence  and 
ranks  with  the  substantial  men  of  Michio^an. 


•^^1 


lvf:'^@l 


r^^ 


ESTER  H.  KEMPTON,  a  prosperous  general 
merchant  of  Glendora,  Weesaw  Township, 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  enterprising  citizens  of  his  locality, 
and  has  held,  with  marked  efticiency,  many  of  the 
important  township  ofifices.  Born  within  the  bor- 
ders of  the  county,  December  9,  1860,  he  enjoys  a 
wide  acquaintance  and  the  confidence  and  higli 
esteem  of  a  host  of  life-time  friends.  His  parents, 
David  F.  and  Mary  (Henderson)  Kempton,  were 
both  natives  of  New  York.  The  father,  born  Au- 
gust 27,  1819,  was  the  son  of  William  Kempton,  a 
native  of  Vermcmt,  who  later  made  his  home  in 
the  Empire  State,  where  he  died  m  1828.  David 
F.  Kempton  and  his  estimable  wife  are  both  living. 
They  journeyed  from  New  York  State  to  Michi- 
gan  in    1855,  and,    locating    in    Ikrrien   County, 
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have  since  continued  to  make  their  home  in  this 
{)art  of  the  State.  The  father  is  by  trade  a  black- 
smith, and  long  ago  purchased  one  hundred  and 
twelve  acres  of  woodland,  which,  witli  the  aid  of 
his  sons,  he  has  cleared,  cultivated  and  improved. 
The  deed  of  the  land  was  o^iven  wlien  James  K. 
Polk  was  President.  Unto  the  parents  was  born 
a  large  family  of  six  sons  and  five  daughters. 

Ix^ster  H.  w\as  the  seventh  child  in  order  of  birth, 
and,  reared  upon  the  old  Berrien  County  home- 
stead, attended  in  childhood  the  common  schools 
of  the  district,  afterward  receiving  the  benefit  of 
one  year  of  instruction  in  the  High  School  of  New 
Troy,  and  finally  completing  his  studios  in  the 
Commercial  College  in  Grand  Rapids.  lie  served 
an  api)renticeship  to  the  mercantile  business  one 
year  in  the  store  of  R.  B.  Jennings,  at  Troy,  and 
then,  on  account  of  his  health,  varied  his  employ- 
ment with  the  outdoor  work  of  the  home  farm  for 
•two  years,  hi  1882  Mr.  Kempton  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  at  Hill's  Corners,  and  in  1891 
removed  his  interests  to  Glendora,  where  he  now 
resides.  He  carries  a  stock  of  about  $2,500  and 
does  a  good  and  rapidly  extending  business  in  the 
country  round  about.  Upon  April  8,  1893,  our 
subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Florence 
Hartsell,  a  native  of  Jkrrien  County,  an  accom- 
plished lady  and  a  social  favorite  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  her  home.  Mrs.  Kempton  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  and  Laura  (Harger)  Hartsell, 
prominent  and  highly  respected  residents  of  Wee- 
saw  Township.  Mr.  Hartsell  is  a  native  of  the 
State  and  was  born  in  Cass  County,  November  11, 
1836. 

Politically,  Mr.  Kempton  is  a  pronounced  Dem- 
ocrat. He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gro- 
ver  Cleveland,  and  in  order  to  reach  the  polls 
walked  from  Galien,  where  he  was  engaged  in  a 
store,  to  the  home  district.  Fully  possessing  the 
regard  of  the  many  who  have  known  his  record  as 
boy  and  man,  our  subject  has  held,  since  attaining 
his  majority,  various  positions  of  trust.  Elected 
School  Inspector  in  1884,  he  faithfully  devoted 
his  service  for  two  years  to  the  cause  of  educational 
advancement,  and  for  three  years  occupied  the 
olfice  of  Township  Clerk.  For  four  successive 
years  he  was  elected  to  the  responsible  office  of 


Supervisor,  and  discharged  the  work  involved  to 
tlie  great  satisfaction  of  his  fellow-townsmen,  who 
would  have  continued  him  in  the  position,  but 
Mr.  Kempton,  deciding  that  he  had  done  his  share 
toward  the  mutual  welfare  as  a  public  officer,  de- 
clined any  further  appointment.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kempton,  occupying  a  social  position  of  useful 
influence,  are  prominent  factors  in  the  various  be- 
nevolent enterprises  and  social  life  of  the  town- 
ship, and  in  their  attractive  home  receive  and  en- 
tertain an  extensive  and  life-long  acquaintance. 


-^^^^^#i 


^^TM^^y^ 


^^EORGE  B.RICHARDS, an  enterprising  citi- 
111  (-—^  zen  of  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  now  con- 
^^yft  ducting  successfully  an  extensive  furniture 
business  in  the  village  of  Buchanan,  is  a  native  of 
his  present  locality  and  was  born  in  the  township 
on  the  18th  of  November,  1859.  Educated  in  the 
schools  of  Buchanan,  he  remained  with  his  father 
until  his  twenty-first  birthday,  when  he  began  life 
for  himself  as  a  market  gardener.  He  followed 
this  occupation  for  some  time,  then  entered  into 
mercantile  business  as  a  clerk,  and  in  1891  estab- 
lished himself  as  a  dealer  in  furniture,  and  has  a 
well-stocked  store  and  enjoys  an  excellent  and 
rapidly-extending  trade.  Politically  a  Republi- 
can, Mr.  Richards  is  intimately  identified  with  the 
local  management  of  the  leading  offices  of  the 
township,  and  in  1890  was  elected  Township 
Treasured,  was  re-elected  in  1891,  and  in  1892  and 
in  1893  was  elected  to  the  responsible  position  of 
Supervisor  of  the  township,  the  duties  of  which 
olfice  our  subject  is  now  discharging  to  the  great 
satisfaction  of  his  fellow- townsmen.  In  1879, 
George  B.  Richards  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Clara  Roe,  daughter  of  Jesse  J.  and  Anna  M. 
(Whitman)  Roe,  early  settlers  of  the  village,  wide- 
ly known  and  highlj'  respected.  Mrs.  Richards  is 
a  member  of  the  Christian  Church  and  a  most  es^ 
timable  lady,  active  in  the  social  and  religious  life 
of  Buchanan,  One  son,  Robert,  has  blessed  the 
home, 
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Alfred  Ricliards,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  village  of  Bu- 
chanan, and,  born  in  Wilmington,  Del.,  November 
5,  1822,  was  a  joung  man  twenty-eight  years  of 
age  when  he  came  in  the  pride  of  early  manhood 
to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  broader  fields  of  the 
West.  He  was  the  son  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Bergh) 
Richards,  who  early  in  life  made  their  home  in 
Delaware,  but  were  both  natives  of  England. 
Henry  Richards,  emigrating  to  America  in  1818, 
settled  in  Delaware,  and  there  married,  but  later 
returned  to  his  native  land,  where  he  died.  His 
wife,  Sarah  Bergh,  was  the  daughter  of  George 
Bergh,  who  left  England  in  1820  and  located  in 
Philadelphia,  but  later  made  his  home  in  Wilming- 
ton, Del.,  dying  in  the  latter  State.  He  and  his 
good  wife  reared  six  or  seven  children,  who  located 
in  and  about  Philadelphia,  being  among  the  fam- 
ily of  Friends  in  that  part  of  the  United  States. 
George  Bergh,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  Alfred 
Richards,  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Quaker 
sect,  and  commanded  universal  esteem.  Five  chil- 
dren gathered  in  the  home  of  Henry  and  Sarah 
(Bergh)  Richards.  Emily,  the  eldest-born,  mar- 
ried Charles  Gibb,  of  New  York  City;  George  H.  is 
deceased;  Louisa  married  John  Grain  and  resides 
in  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.;  Mary  became  the  wife  of 
James  Blandford,  and  died  in  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.; 
Alfred,  the  youngest-born,  received  most  of  his 
education  in  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.,  and  resides  in  Bu- 
chanan. 

Acquiring  the  trade  of  a  carriage-maker,  the 
father  of  our  subject  worked  for  some  length  of 
time  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.  Journeying  to  Michi- 
gan in  1848,  he  spent  one  year  in  Niles,and  at  the 
end  of  the  following  twelve  months  located  in 
Buchanan  Township  and  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  wagons,  but  few  carriages  being  made  in 
those  days.  After  conducting  an  extensive  and 
profitable  business  as  a  wagon  manufacturer  for 
four  or  five  years,  Mr.  Richards  entered  into  mill- 
ing and  lumbering  on  a  large  scale.  He  prospered 
steadily  until  the  financial  panic  of  1873,  when 
the  disastrous  closing  of  many  large  firms  with 
which  he  did  business  crippled  him  seriousl3\  He, 
however,  remained  in  business  the  next  ten  years, 
but,  failing  to  enjoy  the  success  which  had  at  first 


attended  his  efforts,  he  sold  out  and  retired  from 
ths  active  cares  of  mercantile  life.  In  1847  the 
father  and  mother  of  our  subject,  Alfred  and 
Laura  E.  (Martin)  Richards,  were  united  in  mar- 
riage. Mrs.  Richards,  a  devout  Christian  lady, 
and  a  valued  member  of  the  Adventist  Church, 
passed  away  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  fiftj^-eight 
years.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  children.  Emily 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Terriere,  of  Minneapolis, 
Minn.;  Anna  is  the  wife  of  EliEaton,of  Buchanan; 
Laura  is  the  widow  of  Frank  G.  Anderson ;  Susan  is 
the  wife  of  C.  Roe,  of  Buchanan;  George  B.  was  the 
fifth  child;  and  Alfred  resides  in  Buchanan.  Like 
his  wife,  Mr.  Richards  is  a  member  of  the  Adventist 
Church,  and  has  ever  been  active  in  religious  and 
benevolent  work.  He  is  politicall}^  a  Republican, 
and  has  for  five  years  as  Township  Supervisor 
materially  assisted  in  the  promotion  of  needed 
improvements.  He  was  Treasurer  of  the  township 
for  two  years  and  served  with  ability  as  member 
of  the  Village  Board  of  Commissioners.  Surround- 
ed by  his  children,  all  occupying  positions  of  busy 
usefulness,  Alfred  Richards  is  entering  upon  the 
evening  of  his  days  among  a  large  circle  of  old- 
time  friends,  by  whom  he  is  universally  esteemed. 


~S] 
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mention- 
have  become 


^jr^  RASMUS  MILLJCR  KRUSE.  In 
llU]  ing  those  of  foreign  birth  who  ha 
/■' — ^  closely  associated  with  the  farming  interests 
of  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  we  should  not  fail  to 
present  an  outline  of  Mr.  Kruse,  for  he  is  one  who 
has  fully  borne  out  the  reputation  of  that  class  of 
industrious,  energetic  and  far-seeing  men  who 
claim  Denmark  as  their  native  country.  He  is  a 
retired  sailor  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in 
Royalton  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.  He 
was  born  in  Arhuns,  Denmark,  December  15,  1826, 
and  is  a  son  of  Hans  B.  and  Vearn  (Skipter)  Kruse, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  that  country. 

Hans  B.  Kruse  was  a  sailor  and  was    captain  of 
a  sailing-vessel  for  about  forty  years.     His  father 
Amity   Kruse,  was  also   an  old    sailor,  but   after 
leaving  the  sea  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising, 
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following  that  until  his  death.  Hans  B.  Kruse 
died  in  his  native  country  in  1856,  and  his  wife 
followed  him  to  the  grave  about  four  years  af- 
terwards. They  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  Their  family  consisted  of  three  sons  and 
one  daughter,  as  follows:  Erasmus  M.  our  subject; 
Amity  C,  deceased;  and  Christina,  wife  of  Mr. 
Danckert,  who  was  born  in  Denmark  and  who  was  a 
lawyer  by  profession.  He  is  now  deceased  and  his 
widow  resides  in  the  Old  Country.  Yance,  another, 
child,  is  deceased.  The  last-namedwas  a  civil  en- 
gineer and  while  standing  up  in  a  wagon  putting 
on  his  overcoat,  was  thrown  out  backward  by  the 
horses  starting,  and  was  killed.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  these  children  was  also  a  sailor. 

The  original  of  this  brief  notice  remained  with 
his  parents  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  then 
decided  to  try  a  sailor's  life.  He  went  from  Den- 
mark to  China  for  a  cargo  of  tea  in  1841,  and 
continued  working  on  the  vessel  until  1846,  when 
he  was  shipwrecked  otf  the  coast  of  South  America, 
near  Montevideo.  After  this  he  went  on  a  con- 
voy up  the  La  Platte  and  Paraguay  Rivers,  thir- 
teen hundred  miles,  and  returned  to  Montevideo 
loaded  with  hides.  Leaving  the  convoy,  he  boarded 
a  Baltimore  vessel  and  sailed  for  New  York,  land- 
ing in  that  city  in  1846.  From  there  he  made 
three  voyages  to  England,  France  and  the  East 
Indies,  after  which  he  settled  in  Boston.  Shortly 
afterwards  he  went  to  San  Francisco  in  a  ship 
called  the  "John  M.  Mail,''  and  had  a  Dane  for 
captain.  This  was  on  the  ^d  of  January,  1850,  and 
'  he  landed  in  San  Francisco  the  last  of  April. 
From  April  of  that  year  until  1853  he  was  run- 
ning on  a  pilot  boat,  getting  1150  to  $180  per 
month,  but  in  the  last-named  year  he  heard  that 
his  mother  was  sick  and  started  immediatel}^  for 
his  native  country,  reaching  his  home  in  Decem- 
ber, 1854.  His  mother  recovered  and  lived  for  a 
number  of  years  after  that. 

From  1854  to  1858  Mr.  Kruse  was  master  of  a 
vessel  called  the  "Caliph,"  but  the  year  1859  he 
came  to  Chicago  and  remained  there  until  the  fall, 
when  he  moved  to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.  For  sev- 
eral years  after  this  he  sailed  on  the  Lakes,  but  in 
1870  he  bought  his  present  farm,  forty  acres,  six 
milea  south  of  St.  Joseph.   In  the  year  1879  he  was 


married  in  Berrien  County  to  Miss  Mary  Sarah 
Mayhew,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  four  children 
were  the  fruits  of  this  union;  Ansel  M.,  Rachel 
M.,  Robert  E.  and  Reuben  W.  Mr.  Kruse  is  one 
of  the  honorable,  upright  men  of  the  county,  and 
his  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond.  He  is  a  stanch 
Republican  in  his  political  views,  and  his  first 
Presidential  vote  was  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  Mrs. 
Kruse  is  a  Free  Methodist  in  her  religious  belief, 
and  a  lady  of  much  intelligence. 


UGUSTUS  B.  BISBEE.    Adjoining  the  cor- 
porate limits  of  the  city  of  Benton  Har- 
bor is  located   the   twenty-acre  fruit  farm 
^Jfl  belonging  to  the  subject  of   this  sketch, 

who  is  a  prominent  citizen  of  this  place  and  an 
active  business  man.  He  was  born  in  Portland, 
Me.,  on  the  15th  of  February,  1849,  and  is  a  son 
of  Rufus  and  Marianne  (Brown)  Bisbee,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  the  State  of  Maine,  the  father 
in  June  of  1819,  and  the  mother  in  1825.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  Rufus  Bisbee,  a  brave  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812,  and  a  descendant  of 
English  ancestors.  The  family  was  first  repre- 
sented in  this  country  by  Thomas  Bisbee,  who  in 
1634  emigrated  to  America  and  made  settlement 
upon  the  then  inhospitable  shores  of  Massachu- 
setts. Oliver  Bisbee,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  one  of  the  participants  in  the  War  of 
the  Revolution,  where  he  aided  in  defeating  the 
too-confident  "red  coats."  The  maternal  grand- 
father of  Mr.  Bisbee  was  Capt.  Consider  Brown,  a 
native  of  Maine. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject made  their  home  in  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  where 
the  father  died  in  1865.  The  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing and  resides  at  Arrowsic,  Me.  The  parental 
family  consisted  of  five  children,  only  two  of 
whom  are  now  living,  Augustus  B.  and  Isaac  S., 
the  latter  being  a  resident  of  Iowa.  The  first* 
named  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  New  York, 
where  he  carried  on  his  studies  in  the  common 
schools,     Afterwfircl   he  entered   Union   College 


634 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


at  Schenectady,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  with 
diligence  for  a  period  of  two  or  three  years.  He 
then  entered  upon  the  study  of  medicine,  but  re- 
linquisiiied  his  plans  of  becoming  a  pliysician  and 
secured  an  interest  in  a  drug  store  at  Schenectady, 
carrying  on  a  successful  business  for  thiee  years. 

In  1869  Mr.  Bisbee  came  to  Benton  Harbor, 
where  for  twelve  ^^ears  he  was  engaged  in  the 
drug  business.  In  1884  he  was  elected  Recorder 
of  Deeds  of  Bernen  County,  and  in  that  position, 
as  in  other  positions  he  was  called  upon  to  fill,  he 
served  with  efficiency  and  fidelity  the  interests 
of  the  people.  Retiring  from  the  Recorder's  office 
he  embarked  in  the  real-estate  business,  to  which 
he  is  giving  his  attention  at  the  present  time.  In 
1887  he  purchased  part  of  the  fruit  farm  to  which 
allusion  has  already  been  made,  and  which  he  still 
superintends  with  success. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Bisbee  occurred  in  1873 
and  united  him  with  Miss  Cecelia  PI,  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Thirza  McAlister,  of  Benton  Harbor. 
They  have  five  children.  May,  John,  Edith,  Arthur 
and  Alice.  In  his  social  connections,  Mr.  Bisbee  is 
a  member  of  Lake  Shore  Lodge  No.  298,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.;  Calvin  Brittain  Chapter  No.  72,  R.  A.  M.; 
St.  Joseph  Council  No.  44,  R.  &  S.  M.;  and  Niles 
Commandery  No.  12,  K.  T.  He  has  always  been 
known  as  a  consistent  advocate  of  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  takes  a  prominent 
part  in  local  politics,  as  well  as  in  all  enterprises 
which  will  benefit  the  community.  He  is  a  gentle- 
man of  thoroughly  accurate  and  reliable  business 
methods,  and  enjoys  the  general  respect  as  a  sub- 
stantial and  worthy  citizen. 


^>-^-<^ 


THOMAS  MILES,  the  able  and  energetic 
Highway  Commissioner  of  Niles  Township, 
^^  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  has  been  associated 
with  the  progressive  interests  and  advancement  of 
his  township  for  a  period  of  nineteen  years.  He 
is  a  native  of  old  England  and  was  born  in  Cam- 
bridgeshire, August  13,  1835.  His  parents,  Robert 
and  Ann  (Watts)  Miles,  were  of  English  birth, 


and  the  mother,  four-score  years  of  age,  is  yet  a  res- 
ident of  the  Queen's  dominions.  Our  subject, 
reared  and  educated  in  his  birthplace,  was  early 
trained  to  habits  of  industrious  thrift,  and  at- 
tained his  manhood  ambitious  and  self-reliant.  In 
1854,  he  determined  to  try  his  fortunes  in  Amer- 
ica and  embarking  on  a  sailing-vessel,  the  "  Presi- 
dent Fillmore,''  took  passage  from  London  bound 
for  the  New  World.  At  the  close  of  a  long  and 
.tedious  voyage,  lasting  five  weeks  and  three  days, 
Mr.  Miles  landed  safely  in  the  harbor  of  New 
York  City.  For  many  years  he  remained  in  the 
Empire  State,  making  his  home  in  Monroe  Coun- 
ty, and  there  devoting  himself  to  agricultural 
pursuits. 

The  attractions  presented  by  the  West  finally 
drew  Mr.  Miles  to  Indiana,  and,  locating  in  Wells 
County,  he  resumed  farming.  He  spent  a  number 
of  years  in  the  Hoosier  State,  and  it  was  not  until 
the  fall  of  1867  that  he  journeyed  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Michigan.  He  came  at  first  to  Buchanan 
Township,  but  after  a  time  settled  in  the  south- 
western corner  of  Niles  Township.  Later  he  re- 
moved to  his  present  homestead,  where  he  has 
lived  for  a  number  of  years.  Upon  March  8, 
1858,  some  four  years  after  his  arrival  in  the 
United  States,  Thomas  Miles  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Susan  Rollings,  born  in  Cam- 
bridgeshire, England,  in  April,  1839.  The  father 
and  mother  of  Mrs.  Miles,  John  and  Rebecca  Rol- 
lings, were  both  of  English  birth.  Five  children 
have  blessed  the  home  of  our  subject  and  his  good 
wife.  William  was  the  eldest  of  the  famil}^; 
Arthur  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth;  Emma  is 
the  wife  of  Edwin  Alliger;  Elijah  and  vSamuel 
complete  the  list.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miles,  their  sons 
and  daughter,  occupy  positions  of  usefulness  and 
enjoy  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  a  large  circle 
of  friends. 

Our  subject  received  but  very  limited  advan- 
tages for  instruction  in  early  youth,  and  is  mainly 
a  self-educated  man.  He  arrived  in  this  country 
without  capital,  but  has  been  enabled  to  care  for 
his  family  and  acquire  a  farm  of  sixt}^  acres, 
now  all  under  excellent  improvement,  and  a  valu- 
able and  productive  piece  of  property.  Mr.  Miles 
alsQ  owns  twenty-five  acres  in  Cass  County.     In 
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his  political  affiliations,  he  is  a  strong  Democrat 
and  believes  in  the  principles  and  platform  of 
true  Democracy.  He  gave  to  his  first  term  as 
Highway  Commissioner  such  faithful  and  etficient 
service  that  he  was  re-elected  to  a  second  term  by 
the  popular  vote.  Regardless  of  party  or  politics, 
our  subject  is  ever  ready  to  assist  in  all  matters 
tending  to  the  public  good.  Liberal-spirited  and 
progressive,  he  is  at  all  times  a  true  representative 
American  citizen. 


Mich. 


LBERT  L.  DREW,  a  skillful  civil  engin- 
eer and  successful  attorn ey-at-law,  is  a 
resident  of  Chikaming  Township  and 
well  known  throughout  Berrien  County, 
He  is  a  native  of  Cass  County  and  the 
first  white  child  born  on  Beardsley  Prairie,  Mil- 
ton Township.  The  day  of  the  birth  of  our  highly 
esteemed  subject  was  July  5,  1834.  The  Drews 
are  of  direct  Scotch  descent,  three  brothers  emi- 
grating from  "bonnie  Scotland''  to  America  in  a 
very  early  day  in  the  history  of  the  Colonies. 
One  of  the  brothers  settled  in  Vermont,  another 
in  New  Jerse}',  and  the  third  in  the  Empire  State. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  Oliver  Drew,  was 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  and  remained  in  the  home  of  his  childhood 
until  he  had  arrived  at  his  majority.  When  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age,  bfeginfaing  life  for  himself, 
he  went  to  the  State  of  New  York  and  engaged 
in  stair-building,  and,  an  excellent  mechanic,  was 
prospered.  He  remained  in  New  York  until  1832, 
when  he  determined  to  try  iiis  fortune  in  a  new 
country  and  journeyed  to  the  wilds  of  Michigan, 
settling  in  Cass  County,  where,  in  1833,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Ann  Woods,  a  native  of  the  Quaker 
State  and  a  daughter  of  James  Woods,  a  member 
of  one  of  the  old  Pennsylvania-Dutch  families. 

After  locating  in  Michigan,  Oliver  Drew  en- 
gaged in  a  variety  of  employment,  digging  wells 
and  pump  making.  He  was  a  manufacturer  of  the 
first  wooden  pump  in  Cass  County,  and  was  a  man 


of  spirit  and  enterprise, 
31 


During  the  Sac  War  he 


made  a  gallant  defense  against  the  Indians,  and  his 
death  was  mourned  as  a  public  loss  when  he  died 
in  Cass  County  in  1853.  He  and  his  good  wife 
were  the  parents  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters, 
of  whom  five  are  yet  living.  Harvey  L.  served  with 
bravery  in  the  Civil  War,  and  is  now  a  wealthy 
banker  of  San  Bernardino,  Cal.  Our  subject,  Al- 
bert L.,  was  reared  among  the  pioneer  scenes  of 
Milton  Township,  and  attended  the  primitive 
schools  of  his  home  district,  afterward  receiving 
instruction  in  the  graded  schools  of  Elkhart  and 
Mishawaka,  Ind. 

In  1861  Mr.  Drew  made  his  permanent  home  in 
Berrien  Count}^  and  in  the  same  year  began  read- 
ing law  with  Judge  Coolidge,  and,  in  a  brief  time 
entering  upon  the  practice  of  his  legal  profession, 
has  since  been  retained  in  numerous  important 
cases  tried  in  various  parts  of  Berrien  County. 
Ii)nj03'ingan  extended  reputation  as  a  practitioner 
at  the  Bar,  our  subject  is  also  known  as  an  able 
civil  engineer,  and  has  done  a  large  amount  of 
business  in  that  line  of  work,  peculiarly  incidental 
to  a  new  country.  For  four  years  Mr.  Drew  oc- 
cupied with  efficiency  the  responsible  position  of 
County  Surveyor,  and  was  also  Supervisor  of* his 
township  for  eleven  consecutive  years,  and  was  a 
most  valuable  factor  in  the  promotion  of  the  best 
interests  of  his  locality.  Our  subject  was  like- 
wise one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Michioan  State 
Prison  for  one  term,  and  occupied  with  distinc- 
tion the  Presidential  chair  of  the  Farmers*  Insti- 
tute and  the  Old  Settlers'  Association. 

Albert  L.  Drew  and  Miss  Helen  A.  Sherrill  were 
united  in  marriage  in  1857,  in  Cass  County,  amid 
the  best  wishes  of  many  friends.  Mrs.  Drew  is 
the  daughter  of  old  settlers  of  Michigan,  and  was 
born  in  Jefferson  Township,  Cass  County.  Our 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  one  child,  a 
son,  Guy  E.,  a  young  man  of  promise,  now  em- 
ployed in  his  profession  as  assistant  civil  engin- 
eer by  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company, 
with  which  corporation  he  has  been  connected  for 
many  years.  When  Mr.  Drew  first  came  to  Ber- 
rien County  he  purchased  the  valuable  farm  of 
four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  which  he  still  owns. 
The  land  is  under  excellent  cultivation  and  highly 
improved  with  an   attractive  residence,  substan- 
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tial  barns  and  other  buildings.  The  farm  is  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  county  and,  located  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  county  seat,  is  the  abode  of 
hospitality.  Soon  after  settling  in  Berrien  County 
our  subject  built  a  sawmill,  which  he  operated 
profitably  for  twelve  years,  and  in  his  various  en- 
terprises exhibits  the  indomitable  energy  and  in- 
telligent business  ability  which  have  characterized 
his  entire  career. 

Politically,  Mr.  Drew  is  an  Independent,  but, 
formerly  a  Republican,  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  John  C.  Fremont.  He  has  from  his  earl- 
iest manhood  actively  interested  himself  in  local 
and  national  issues,  and  been  a  leader  in  the  coun- 
cils of  his  fellow-townsmen.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  were  valued  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Edwardsburgh,  Cass  County,  with  which  re- 
ligious organization  his  wife  is  also  connected. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drew  are  generous  givers  in  behalf 
of  religious  and  benevolent  work  and  enterprise, 
and  occupy  a  high  social  position.  Passing  a  life 
of  honored  and  busy  usefulness,  our  subject  has 
gained  and  retains  the  confidence  of  a  host  of  old- 
time  friends. 


AMUEL  C.  THOMSON  represents  Howard 
Township  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
Cass  County.  A  prominent  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  he  owns  and  operates  on  sec- 
tion 8  a  well-conducted  farm,  consisting  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty-one  acres,  of  which  two  hundred 
and  sixteen  acres  are  under  excellent  cultivation. 
He  has  embellished  his  place  with  a  set  of  first- 
class  farm  buildings  adapted  to  their  several  uses, 
and  has  also  introduced  machinery  of  the  latest 
and  most  approved  pattern. 

Manj'^  of  the  most  successful  and  thrifty  citizens 
of  our  country  have  emigrated  hither  from  Scot- 
land, and  among  this  number  may  be  mentioned 
our  subject,  who  was  born  in  Glasgow,  on  the 
28th  of  July  1842.  His  father,  Samuel  Thomson, 
who  was  likewise  born  in  Glasgow,  was  a  grocer 
in  that  city,  whence  he  emigrated  to  the  United 


States  and  settled  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  in 
1844.  He  located  on  section  33,  of  Niles  Town- 
ship, where  he  died  on  Christmas  Day,  1882,  aged 
eighty-five  years.  A  man  well  known  throughout 
the  county,  he  served  many  years  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  Highwa>'  Commissioner  in  Niles 
Township.  In  the  Old  Country  he  had  been  a 
Gladstone  man,  and  after  settling  in  Michigan 
adopted  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  to 
which  he  gave  his  influence  and  support. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Lillian  Atkin  and  was  born  and  reared  in  Scot- 
land. At  the  age  of  more  than  ninety  years,  she 
still  survives,  making  her  home  with  her  son,  Hon. 
James  B.  Thomson,  at  the  old  place.  She  had 
eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood;  at  this 
writing  (1893)  three  still  survive.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  is  fifth  in  the  family  circle  and  was 
about  two  years  old  when  he  came  to  America 
with  his  parents.  His  first  schooling  was  obtained 
in  the  district  schools  of  Niles  Township,  and  later 
he  attended  the  school  in  the  village  of  Niles 
during  one  winter. 

Mr.  Thomson  remained  at  the  old  homestead 
and  engaged  in  general  farming  for  many  years. 
He  was  not  married  until  he  was  forty-two  j^ears 
of  age,  when  he  was  united  with  Miss  Caroline 
Gerberich,  the  ceremony  which  united  them  be- 
ing performed  on  the  20th  of  November,  1884. 
Mrs.  Thomson  was  born  in  Bertrand  Township, 
Berrien  County,  February  15,  1858,  being  the 
daughter  of  David  and  Catharine  (Miller)  Gerbe- 
rich, early  settlers  of  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.,  and 
also  pioneers  of  Berrien  County,  Mich.  Mr.  Thom- 
son purchased  his  present  farm  in  1881,  and  has 
since  made  this  his  home.  Unto  him  and  his  wife 
have  been  born  two  children:  Samuel  and  Jose- 
phine. 

In  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Thomson  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat. He  served  as  Clerk  of  Niles  Township  for 
several  years,  and  also  filled  the  position  of  School 
Inspector.  In  1883  he  was  elected  Supervisor  of 
Howard  Township,  and  ten  years  later  was  again 
chosen  to  fill  that  important  position.  In  1887  he 
became  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  is  now  filling 
thai  position  for  the  second  ttrm^     He  is  an  Elder 
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in  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Nlles,  and  has  been 
one  of  its  leading  members  for  many  years.  His 
father  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  also  the 
President  of  the  Berrien  County  Farmers'  Mutual 
Insurance  Company,  and  he  is  also  connected 
with  this  organization  as  a  Director.  As  a  citizen, 
farmer,  neighbor  and  friend,  he  possesses  true  no- 
bility of  character  and  is  held  in  general  esteem. 


Vf/  EWIS  ROBERTS,  an  energetic  and  enter- 
i|  (^  prising  general  agriculturist  and  successful 
jf  ^.  stock-raiser  of  Weesaw  Township,  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  has  been  a  constant  resident  of  his 
highly  productive  farm  for  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century.  Ohio  is  the  native  State  of  our  subject, 
who  was  born  in  Huron  County  October  13,1841. 
The  Robertses  are  an  old,  well-known  family  in  the 
East,  and  Grandfather  Roberts  was  one  of  the  pa- 
triotic citizens  who  fought  with  courage  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution.  The  father  and  mother, 
Jonathan  M.  and  Eliza  (Horton)  Roberts,  were  long- 
time residents  of  the  P>npire  State,  but  with  their 
family  later  made  their  home  in  Ohio,  where  the 
parents  passed  their  last  years,  and  at  a  good  old 
age  died.  Their  home  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
seven  manly  sons,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
sixth  in  order  of  birth.  Lewis  Roberts  spent  the 
days  of  youth  in  his  birthplace,  and  there  grew 
up  to  manhood.  He  enjoyed  the  advantage  of 
instruction  in  the  schools  of  the  home  district  and 
ai^si&ted  his  brothers  in  the  dailj'  round  of  farm- 
ing duties.  Our  subject  was  not  twenty  years  old, 
when,  promptly  answering  the  Government's  ap- 
peal for  troops,  he  bravely  enlisted,  September  17, 
1861,  in  the  three  years'  service. 

Mr.  Roberts  entered  Company  C,  Fifty-fifth 
Ohio  Infantry,  as  a  private,  and,  immediately  for- 
warded to  the  front,  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Cross  Keys,  Bull  Run,  Chancellorsville  and  Gettys- 
burg, Pa.  He  also  took  an  active  part  in  the 
fights  of  Mission  Ridge  and  Resaca,  Ga.,  and  in 
the  latter  engagement  was  wounded  by  a  gunshot 


through  the  right  hip.  Removed  to  the  field  hos- 
pital, our  subject  was  soon  transported  to  Chatta- 
nooga, from  there  was  sent  one  night  to  Nashville, 
and  was  afterward  forwarded  to  Louisville,  and 
from  there  to  Jefferson vi lie,  Ind.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  September,  at  which  time  he  re- 
ported at  Chattanooga  and  assisted  in  driving  four 
thousand  cattle  to  Atlanta.  His  next  engagement 
was  at  Savannah,  Ga.  In  1865,  at  Fayetteville, 
N.  C,  where  he  was  serving  on  detailed  duty, 
grinding  corn  at  a  mill  with  a  comrade,  he  was 
attacked  by  seven  rebels  and,  again  wounded  by  a 
gunshot  striking  his  right  e^e,  was  left  for  dead 
upon  the  field.  The  attack  occurred  upon  the  9th  of 
March,  but  our  subject  was  not  picked  up  until  the 
13th,  when  he  was  carried  to  the  house  of  a  neigh- 
boring family,  and  from  there  was  removed  to 
Fayetteville,  N.  C,  and  later  sent  to  Wilmington, 
N.  C,  and  finally  taken  to  Willet's  Point  Hospi- 
tal, in  New  York,  five  miles  up  East  River.  For 
his  services  he  now  draws  130  per  month  pension 
from  the  Government. 

In  this  latter  place  Mr.  Roberts  remained  until 
May,  1865,  when  he  was  discharged  from  the  serv- 
ice and  returned  to  Ohio.  Soon  after  reaching  his 
mother's  he  was  violently  attacked  with  typhoid 
fever  and  was  ill  for  some  time.  In  1866  our 
subject  made  Berrien  County  his  permanent  home, 
and  in  1867  purchased  the  farm  he  now  owns, and 
which  contains  fifty-five  acres  of  excellent  land. 
The  homestead,  when  bought  by  Mr.  Roberts,  was 
heavily  timbered  land,  but  now,  cleared  and  im- 
proved, is  one  of  the  most  attractive  pieces  of  farm- 
ing property  in  this  part  of  Weesaw  Township.  It 
was  February  8,  1866,  that  Mr  Roberts  first  entered 
the  bonds  of  matrimony,  wedding  Miss  Mary  Stoll, 
a  native  of  Sandusky,  Ohio.  This  estimable  lady, 
who  passed  away  November  5,  1875,  lived  to  be- 
come the  mother  of  three  children,  of  whom  but 
one  now  survives,  a  daughter,  Mary  R.,  wife  of 
George  Sullivan.  Our  subject  contracted  a  second 
marriage  May  15,  1877,  with  Miss  Jane  Allen,  who 
died  May  7,  1887,  leaving  two  children,  Charles 
and  Ola.  Upon  November  5,  1889,  Mr.  Roberts 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Addie  (Foster) 
Stimpson,  a  lady  of  worth  and  intelligence,  who 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of   two  children, 
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Flossie  and  Maxie.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Roberts  is  a 
valued  member  of  George  Custer  Post  No.  208, 
G.  A.  R.,  and  much  enjoys  the  re-unions  of  the 
order.  Among  therenuniscencesof  the  privations 
eourageousl}^  endured  while  in  the  army,  our  sub- 
ject relates  that  when  in  Virginia  he  was  eighteen 
days  without  taking  off  his  accoutrements.  Mr. 
Roberts  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  and  takes  an  active  part  in 
all  matters  of  public  welfare.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Republican,  true  and  steadfast,  and  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  Highly 
esteemed  by  the  community  with  whose  interests 
he  has  so  long  been  identified,  he  is  numbered 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  Berrien  County, 
and  has  a  host  of  friends. 


bl  >W  t|i  kB  p  !■ 
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r^\\  ETHUEL  FARLEY.     Among  the  early  pio- 
^^^   neers  of  Berrien  County,  Oronoko  Town- 


ship, Mich.,  and  who  has  attained  to  a  vig- 
orous old  age,  is  Bethuel  Farley,  who 
many  years  ago  came  to  this  section  and  entered 
actively  upon  his  career  as  a  farmer.  The  older 
members  of  a  community  are  doubly  entitled  to 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  their  neighbors  when 
their  lives  have  been  replete  with  acts  of  kindness 
and  their  whole  career  marked  by  integrity  and 
uprightness.  Our  subject  is  one  of  those  who  has 
fought  the  battle  of  life  successfully,  and  is  now 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his  early  labors. 
He  is  a  product  of  Ohio,  born  in  the  town  of  Kirt- 
land  in  1823,  and  the  son  of  Amos  and  Lucy 
(Hall)  Farley,  natives  respectively  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Vermont. 

The  parents  were  married  in  New  Hampshire, 
but  subsequently  removed  to  Lower  Canada,  where 
they  made  their  home  for  twelve  years.  From  there 
they  went  to  Ohio  in, 1814  or  1815,  settling  in  the 
town  of  Kirtland,  neai  which  Mr.  Farley  tilled  the 
soil  for  many  years,  but  about  1830  he  ventured 
into  the  wilds  of  Michigan,  where  for  three  years 
he  resided  on  the  site  of  the  now  prosperous  vil- 
lage of  8t.  Joseph.     There  were  but  two  or  three 


houses  there  at  that  time,  and  our  subject  has  in 
his  possession  two  or  three  chairs  made  by  a  Mr. 
Chandler,  who  was  a  chair-maker  there  in  1830. 
While  residing  in  St.  Joseph,  Mr.  Farley  kept 
boarders,  this  being  the  first  house  of  the  kind  in 
the  village.  In  May,  1833,  he  settled  on  the  farm 
where  our  subject  now  resides,  then  consisting  of 
eighty  acres,  and  for  which  he  paid  $150,  and  at 
once  began  clearing  and  improving. 

At  that  time  the  country  was  wild  and  unset- 
tled, neighbors  were  far  off,  and  Indians  were  to  be 
seen  every  day,  their  largest  camp  being  located  on 
the  St.  Joseph  River,  near  the  present  town  of  Bu- 
chanan. Mr.  Farley 's  nearest  neighbor  was  Heza- 
kia  Hall,  whose  farm  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
away.  On  his  farm  Mr.  Farley  remained  until  his 
death  in  1837.  His  wife  survived  him  until  1854. 
The}^  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  all  of 
whom  are  deceased  but  our  subject.  Laura  was 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Gard;  Susana  was  the  wife  of 
Martin  Friley;  Rebecca  was  the  wife  of  Ransom 
French;  Daniel  H.,  Ebenezer  and  Amos  A.  came 
next;  Eliza  M.  was  the  wife  of  Chancy  A.  Hall; 
and  Bethuel  is  our  subject.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Ebenezer  Farley,  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  Hampshire,  and  his  brother  served  in 
the  Revolutionary  War. 

Bethuel  Farley  was  only  about  seven  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  came  to  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  and  as  a  consequence  nearly  all  his  recol- 
lections are  of  this  State.  At  that  time  schools 
were  scarce,  and  young  Farley's  educational  ad- 
vantages were  limited.  He  commenced  for  him- 
self after  the  death  of  his  father  and  took  care  of 
his  mother  until  her  death.  Besides  the  eighty 
acres  inherited  from  his  father's  estate,  he  has 
since  purchased  forty  acres,  making  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  of  which  seventy  acres  are  well 
cultivated.  Mr.  Farley  has  resided  on  this  farm 
since  1833,  a  period  of  sixty  years,  and  saw  the 
first  stick  of  timber  cut  from  the  place,  as  well  as 
the  last.  Most  of  the  improvements  on  the  place 
have  been  made  by  his  own  hands,  and  he  is  one 
of  the  foremost  agriculturists  of  the  township.  He 
is  a  deservedly  popular  man,  and  is  well  known 
for  his  integrity  and  general  intelligence,  as  well 
as  for  his  long  residence  in  this  county. 
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In  the  year  1853  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
L.  Thompson,  tlie  daughter  of  Robert  P.  and  Caro- 
line L.  (Starkweather)  Thompson,  natives  of  the 
Empire  State,  wlio  came  to  Michigan  in  1850.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thompson  first  settled  in  Twin  Springs,' 
but  later  removed  to  Berrien  Si)rings,  where  they 
remained  for  five  years.  From  there  they  went  to 
St.  Joseph  County,  and  made  their  home  there  un- 
til after  the  war,  when  they  removed  to  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  State.  Not  satisfied  there,  they 
moved  to  Nebraska,  where  the  father's  death  oc- 
curred on  the  31st  of  August,  1875.  He  was  acci- 
dentally killed  while  driving  over  a  bridge,  which 
gave  way,  throwing  the  horses  and  wagon  upon 
him.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  Sarah  L.;  Emerett  E.,  wife  of  H.  Rich- 
ards, of  St.  Joseph  County;  Maryett,  wife  of  John 
Landon,  of  St.  Joseph  County;  Phceba  J.,  wife  of 
Ambrose  Button,  of  Grand  Travis  County,  Mich.; 
A.  R.  P.,  who  resides  in  Missouri;  Alonzo  L.  P., 
of  Nebraska;  and  one,  who  died  when  small. 

Mr.  Farle}' 's  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  nine 
children,  two  of  whom  died  wlien  small.  The  oth- 
ers are:  Fletcher,  at  home;  Lucy  L.,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Simpson,  of  Berrien  Township;  John  W.,  of 
Nebraska;  Laura  A.,  wife  of  Newton  Spaulding; 
George  A.,  Levi  A.  and  Mary  E.,  at  home  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Farley  hold  membership  in  the  Method- 
ist E[)iscopal  Church,  and  contribute  liberally  of 
their  means  to  its  support  and  to  all  other  worthy 
enterprises.  Mr.  Farley  is  a  very  pronounced 
Proliibitionist,  but  for  many  years  voted  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket.  His  father-in-law,  Mr.  Thompson, 
was  one  of  the  first  brick  and  stone  masons  in  the 
county,  and  erected  some  of  the  most  substantial 
brick  and  stone  buildino^s. 


HARLES  J.  BROWN.  A  glance  at  the  lives 
of  representative  men  whose  names  appear 
in  this  volume  will  reveal  many  sketches  of 
honored  and  influential  citizens  who  have  resided 
many  years  in  the  county,  but  among  them  none 


is  more  worthy  or  deserving  of  mention  than  Mr. 
Brown,  who  is  a  true  type  of  a  successful  farmer. 
Many  of  the  most  active  and  enterprising  residents 
of  Berrien  County  are  natives  of  the  county,  and 
have  here  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives.  In 
them  we  find  men  of  true  loyalty  to  the  interests 
of  this  part  of  the  State,  who  understand,  as  it  were 
by  instinct,  the  needs,  social  and  industrial,  of  this 
vicinity,  and  who  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
its  resources.  They  are,  therefore,  better  adapted 
to  succeed  here  than  a  stranger  could  be  and  are, 
probably  without  exception,  warmly  devoted  to 
the  prosperity  of  their  native  place.  Such  a  man 
we  find  in  Mr.  Brown. 

He  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives, 
April  12,  1843,  and  is  a  son  of  Richard  and  Eliza 
(Michael)  Brown.  The  father  was  a  product  of 
Ohio  soil,  but  came  to  Berrien  Count3%  Mich.,  while 
yet  single.  He  first  settled  in  Summerville,  ran 
an  hotel  several  3  ears,  and  then  bought  a  farm  near 
Berrien  Springs,  where  he  remained  for  some  time. 
He  then  traded  that  for  a  hotel  at  Summerville  and 
still  later  traded  the  hotel  toward  the  farm  which 
our  subject  now  owns.  During  his  latter  days  he 
devoted  nearly  all  his  time  to  farming.  He  was 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  county,  having 
moved  to  the  farm  where  our  subject  now  lives  in 
the  fall  of  1852,  and  was  a  man  universally  re- 
spected. The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  died  in  Berrien  County  about   1884. 

Of  the  nine  children  born  to  his  parents,  five 
sons  and  four  daughters,  seven  are  now  living,  and 
our  subject  was  sixth  in  order  of  birth.  He  was 
reared  and  educated  in  iiis  native  county,  but  be- 
ing left  fatherless  at  an  early  age  he  was  obliged 
to  assist  in  supporting  the  family,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence his  educational  advantages  were  limited. 
He  remained  with  his  mother  until  after  the  age  of 
twent3^-one,  and  in  September,  1882, was  married  to 
Miss  Almeda  Williams,  a  native  of  this  county. 
She  died  September  6,  1891,  leaving  two  children: 
Burt  C.  and  Rebecca  May.  .  Her  parents,  William 
H.  and  Tilda  Williams,  were  early  settlers  and  much 
esteemed  citizens  of  this  county.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  but  although  not  a  member  of  any 
church,  Mr.    Brown    is    deeply    interested    in   all 
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worthy  enterprises  and  contributes  liberally  to 
tlieir  support.  He  has  always  resided  where  he 
now  lives,  eight  miles  south  of  St.  Joseph,  and  has 
sixty-eigiit  acres  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 
Mr.  Brown  possesses  all  the  thrift  and  industry 
of  his  German  ancestors  and  his  place  is  a  model 
of  neatness  and  order.  He  enjoys  to  an  unlimited 
extent  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  know 
him,  is  an  influential  man  of  the  county,  and  is 
warmly  devoted  to  its  prosperity.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany and  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  373, 1.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Royal  ton.  Ever  since  casting  his  first  vote, 
which  was  for  Tilden,  he  has  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party. 


l^^- 


HRISTIAN    G.  HAEFNER.     This   part  of 
:.  Michigan  has  proved  a  mine  of  wealth  to 

^^/  thousands  of  industrious  and  earnest  farmers 
who  have  come  hither  from  the  East  and  foreign 
countries, and  by  dint  of  hard  work  and  enterprise 
have  developed  the  resources  which  nature  has  so 
liberally  provided.  No  better  citizens  have  made 
their  home  in  Cass  County  than  those  of  German 
origin,  for  they  have  as  their  inheritance  those 
traits  of  character  and  life  which  have  ever  dis- 
tinguished that  race,  and  which  have  made  them 
prosperous  and  intelligent. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Wur- 
temberg,  Germany,  December  14,  1831,  and  his 
parents.  Christian  G.  and  Christina  Haefner,  were 
natives  of  the  same  place.  The  promises  held  out 
by  the  rich  farming  lands  of  America  tempted  the 
elder  Mr.  Haefner  to  cross  the  ocean  to  the  United 
States,  and  in  1852  he  took  passage  on  a  vessel  for 
our  shores.  He  brought  his  family  with  him,  but 
his  wife  died  during  the  voyage.  After  landing 
at  New  York  he  went  direct  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
where  he  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  until  his 
death  in  1855.  Of  the  four  children  born  to  them, 
one  died  on  the  ocean  and  two  are  now  living. 
Both  parents  were  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church. 


The  youthful  days  of  our  subject  were  passed 
in  his  native  country,  and  he  received  a  good  ed- 
ucation in  the  German  language.  He  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade  from  his  father,  and  in  1852 
started  to  the  "land  of  the  free"  with  his  parents. 
He  went  with  his  father  to  Cincinnati,  and  worked 
at  his  trade  there  until  1854,  when  he  took  a  trip  to 
the  Lone  Star  State.  After  working  at  his  trade 
in  Austin  for  two  years,  he  decided  that  the  North 
was  the  place  for  him,  and  returned  to  Cincinnati. 
In  1857  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  soon  after  set- 
tled on  his  farm  in  Volinia  Township.  There 
were  no  roads,  the  country  was  covered  with  tim- 
ber, and  he  had  to  haul  the  lumber  to  build  a  house 
through  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  The  tract 
consisted  of  forty  acres,  but  he  has  added  to  this 
from  time  to  time,  until  he  now  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres,  with  ninety  acres  under  cul- 
tivation. In  1887  he  built  a  handsome  residence 
at  a  cost  of  $3,000,  but  built  it  all  himself  and  has 
it  nicely  finished  in  hard  wood.  The  doors  are  black 
walnut  and  ash,  and  this  house  is  one  of  the  best 
finished  in  the  township.  His  barns,  cribs  and 
outbuildings  are  all  in  first-class  condition  and  are 
an  ornament  to  the  place. 

In  February,  1864,  he  was  filled  with  a  patriotic 
desire  to  assist  his  adopted  country,  and  he  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  Thirteenth  Michigan  Infan- 
try, and  went  with  his  company  to  Chattanooga. 
He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Nashville  and  was 
then  with  General  Sherman  from  Goldsboro, 
N.  C,  to  Washington,  D.  C.  He  took  part  in  the 
Grand  Review  at  the  last-named  place  and  was 
discharged  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  July^  1865.  He 
was  always  on  duty  and  was  a  faithful  and  gallant 
soldier.  Previous  to  the  war,  in  1857,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Harriet  Huff,  a  native  of  Wayne 
Township,  this  county,  born  in  1839,  and  ten 
children  blessed  this  union,  eight  of  whom  are 
living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haefner  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  has  been 
Treasurer  and  Trustee  in  the  same.  He  has  been 
active  in  educational  matters,  has  been  a  member 
of  the  School  Board  ten  years,  and  has  given  all  his 
children  good  educations.  Socially,  Mr.  Haefner 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  is  Junior 
Deacon  of  the  same.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Burn- 
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side  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  Decatur,  and  in  politics  is  a 
Republican.  He  has  been  Township  Treasurer  for 
two  3^ears,  and  is  prominent  in  all  matters  of  mo- 
ment. He  is  a  self-made  man,  and  his  children  are 
nearly  all  doing  for  themselves. 


\f]  8AAC  LONG,  a  prominent  citizen  and  pioneer 
I  settler  of  Bertrand  Township,  Berrien  County, 
/1\  Mich.,  is  one  of  the  leading  general  agricul- 
turists and  successful  stock-raisers  of  the  State.  A 
man  of  superior  business  ability,  he  has  accumu- 
lated a  large  property  and  is  one  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  First  National  Bank  at  Niles.  Mr. 
Long  was  born  in  Perry  County,  Pa.,  January  30, 
1822.  His  fatiier.  Christian  Long,  was  a  native 
of  the  same  State  and  county,  but  later  made  his 
home  in  Lancaster  County.  He  died,  however,  in 
his  birthplace  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  David  Long,  was  of  im- 
mediate German  descent,  but  his  parents,  early 
emigrating  from  the  Old  Countr}^  to  America,  lo- 
cated in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  where  he  was  born. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  Anna  (Goble)  Long, 
was  likewise  born  in  Lancaster  County,  of  the 
Quaker  State,  which  was  the  birthplace  of  her  fa- 
ther, John  Goble,  his  parents  being  of  German 
birth.  The  mother  had  reached  three-score  years 
and  ten  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Christian  Long 
and  his  estimable  wife  were  the  parents  of  eighteen 
children,  thirteen  of  whom  lived  to  adult  age, 
twelve  sons  and  one  daughter.  Seven  of  the 
brothers  and  sisters  now  survive. 

Isaac  Long  was  the  ninth  child  and  the  ninth 
son  of  his  parents'  large  family.  He  was  reared 
upon  a  farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict school  of  the  neighborhood,  remaining  among 
the  associations  of  boyhood  until  twenty -six  years 
old.  In  1849  he  journeyed  Westward  and  located  in 
Bertrand  Township, Berrien  County,  Mich.,  where 
he  immediately  received  employment  upon  the 
farm  of  Jacob  Rough,  working  for  $10  per  month. 
He  was  married  within  the  same  year  to  Miss  Susan- 


nah Rough,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Anna  Rough, 
and  a  sister  of  George  Rough,  a  well-known  citizen 
of  Berrien  County.  Mrs.  Long  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  was  about  twenty-two  years  of  age 
when  she  accompanied  her  parents  to  Michigan. 
For  three  years  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife 
made  their  home  with  Mr.  Rough,  but  at  the  ex- 
piration of  this  time  Mr.  Long,  who  had  continued 
to  assist  in  the  farming  duties  of  the  Rough 
homestead,  located  on  section  7,  Bertrand  Town- 
ship, where  he  yet  resides.  For  a  number  of  years 
the  husband  and  wife  lived  in  a  humble  log  cabin, 
but  in  1861  our  subject  built  a  brick  residence 
costing  $2,000,  and  in  1865  erected  a  fine  barn  at 
an  expenditure  of  $800.  An  energetic  and  enter- 
prising man,  Mr.  Long  accumulated  a  large  prop- 
erty and  owned  an  extensive  acreage,  but  has 
profitably  disposed  of  a  portion  of  his  home  farm, 
which  now  contains  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres, 
all  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

A  son  devotes  himself  to  the  agricultural  duties 
of  the  old  farm,  and  our  subject,  now  retired  from 
active  labor,  enjoys  a  well-earned  rest.  Eleven 
children  clustered  in  the  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Long,  five  sons  and  six  daughters.  Mary  is 
deceased.  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Joe  Korn,  of  Indi- 
ana, and  is  the  mother  of  four  daughters  and  four 
sons.  P^lizabeth  is  the  wife  of  L.  Bachman,  and 
had  a  family  of  five  sons,  three  now  surviving;  she 
resides  in  Niles  Township.  Phcebe,  deceased,  the 
mother  of  three  children,  was  the  wife  of  John 
Bicel,  a  resident  of  Buchanan  Township.  Kate, 
who  resides  with  her  parents,  was  the  mother  of 
four  children,  one  daughter  and  three  sons,  two  of 
whom  are  deceased;  her  children  are  F'rank  Huss 
and  Edward  Huss.  Fannie  is  the  wife  of  Osmund 
Howe  and  has  one  daughter.  William  H.  married 
Belle  Ashbrook,  and  is  the  father  of  one  son  and 
one  daughter.  Ira  M.,  unmarried,  is  a  student 
now  attending  the  law  department  of  the  State 
IJniversit}^  at  Ann  Arbor.  George  W.  married 
Miss  Mary  Black  and  makes  his  home  with  his 
family  in  California.  Jacob  J.  is  deceased.  Ed- 
ward married  Miss  Lodemia  Broscius  and  is  a  citi- 
zen of  Buchanan  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich. 
Financially  prospered  Mr.  Long  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Niles  and  is  one  of 
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the  representative  men  of  the  county.  He  and 
the  various  members  of  his  family  occupy  a  high 
position  in  the  social  and  business  circles  of  Ber- 
rien County  and  command  universal  esteem.  Our 
subject  and  most  of  his  sons  are  politically  Repub- 
licans. Mr.  Long  was  from  his  earliest  residence 
in  the  township  an  active  factor  in  local  progress 
and  has  been  identified  with  the  promotion  of  the 
best  interests  and  rapid  advancement  of  Berrien 
County  for  more  than  two-score  years. 


!<"'}' "^1 


r^YRON  PENNELL.  A  biographical  com- 
.^^  pendium  of  Berrien  .Count}^  would  be  in- 
complete were  not  mention  made  of  the 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  for  he  is  a  man  of  much  public  spirit;  he 
donates  liberally  to  all  public  enterprises  and  gives 
his  influence  to  every  just  measure  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  common  good.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  born  in  Locke,  December  29,  1840, 
and  was  but  eight  years  of  age  when  he  came  with 
his  father,  A.  C.  Pennell,  to  this  county.  His  fa- 
ther being  an  agriculturist,  the  scholastic  training 
of  our  subject  was  received  in  the  district  schools 
and  he  divided  his  time  in  youth  in  attending  the 
same  and  assisting  on  the  farm. 

Thus  our  subject  grew  to  sturdy  manhood,  and 
when  he  started  out  to  begin  the  battle  of  life  for 
himself,  which  was  not  until  he  was  twentj^-three 
years  of  age,  he  hired  out  for  one  year  as  a  mill 
and  lumber  hand.  His  father  then  gave  him  forty 
acres  of  land,  principally  timber,  but  our  subject 
did  not  move  onto  this  farm.  In  selecting  a  com- 
panion for  life  he  chose  Miss  Sarah  Shultz,  a  na- 
tive of  Berrien  County,  and  their  nuptials  were 
celebrated  in  1864.  Her  parents,  John  G.  and 
Betsie  (Storick)  Shultz,  were  natives  of  the  Ke}- 
stone  State,  and  came  to  this  State  at  an  early  day. 
The  father  was  an  agriculturist  and  followed  that 
occupation  all  his  life.  Their  three  children  were 
in  the  order  of  their  birth  as  follows:  Harriet, 
wife  of  Amos  Painter;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Pennell;  and 
William,   now    residing    in    this    county.      Mrs. 


Shultz  died  in  Berrien  County  in  February,  1888, 
and  her  husband  followed  her  to  the  grave  in 
August  of  the  same  year.  They  were  most  worthy 
citizens. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Pennell  resided  with  his 
father-in-law  for  three  years  and  assisted  him  in 
the  payment  of  a  large  place.  During  his  resi- 
dence there  the  father-in-law  gave  him  and  his 
wife  a  piece  of  land  consisting  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  all  heavih^  timbered,  and  Mr.  Pen- 
nell sold  his  first  place  and  began  improving  his 
new  farm.  He  now  has  eighty-eight  acres  under 
a  good  state  of  cultivation,  has  two  fine  resi- 
dences, and  his  barns  and  outbuildings  are  sub- 
stantial and  commodious.  All  his  farming  oper- 
ations are  conducted  in  a  thorough,  wide-awake 
manner,  and  he  is  classed  among  the  leading  far- 
mers of  his  section.  He  has  an  abundance  of 
fruit  of  all  kinds  for  home  consumption,  and  his 
rural  home,  which  is  presided  over  with  much  care 
by  Mrs.  Pennell,  is  one  of  the  pleasantest  in  the 
section.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pennell  have  had  no  chil- 
dren of  their  own,  but  have  reared  two  orphan 
children,  Susan  Howater  and  Clyde  E.  Pennell, 
both  of  whom  are  now  with  this  estimable  couple. 
Mr.  Pennell  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Dunkard  Church. 


^=^EORGE  OLSEN.  Passing  through  Si.  Jo- 
seph Township,  Berrien  County,  the  trav- 
eler notes  with  admiration  a  fine  fruit  farm 
on  section  34.  The  place  comprises  thirty-three 
acres,  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  small  fruits, 
ten  acres  being  planted  to  grapes,  fourteen  acres 
to  blackberries  and  four  acres  to  peaches,  all  of 
which  Mr.  01sen,the  owner  of  the  farm,  cultivates 
with  success.  Since  he  located  here  in  1884,  he 
has  introduced  many  improvements  and  effected 
many  valuable  changes,  having  planted  the  major- 
ity of  the  fruit  trees  now  noticeable,  and  having 
also  brought  the  soil  to  a  thorough  state  of  culti- 
vation. The  residence  is  an  elegant  structure, 
commanding  a  fine  view  of  Lake  Michigan  and 
occupying  an  attractive  location  on  the  bluffs. 


RESIDENCE  or   BYRON     PENNELL,  SEC.  22.  ORONOKO  TR,BERRIEN  C0..M1CH. 


RCSIDENCC  or   FRANK      STEI  MLE ,  SEC.IG.  ROYALTON    TR,BERRIE1N    CC.MiCH. 


RESIDENCE  OF     G.  OLSEN,   SEC.  34.,  ST.  JOSEPH   TR,  BERRIEN  CO.,MICH. 
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A  Norwegian  by  birth,  Mr.  Olsen  was  born 
in  the  northern  part  of  that  country  on  the 
26th  of  February,  1839,  and  is  tlie  son  of  Ole 
and  Bertha  (Nelson)  Olsen,  who  emigrated  from 
Norway  to  the  United  States  about  1850,  be- 
ing accompanied  on  their  removal  hither  b}^  ten 
children.  Locating  in  Milwaukee,  the  father  re- 
mained there  for  a  short  time,  after  which  he  went 
to  Michigan  and  settled  at  Muskegon,  making, 
however,  but  a  short  sojourn  at  that  place.  He 
returned  thence  to  Milwaukee,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred shortly  after  his  return.  His  wife,  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  passed  away  very  soon 
after  the  family  came  to  the  United  States. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  our  subject  secured 
employment  in  a  shingle  shop  at  Milwaukee,  where 
he  engaged  in  packing  shingles  for  about  two 
years.  Afterward  he  filled  a  clerical  position  for 
two  years.  He  then  went  to  the  pineries  of  Wis- 
consin, where  for  two  years  he  manufactured 
shingles  for  other  parties.  Subsequently,  he  was 
employed  in  milling,  and  later  engaged  in  the 
lumber  and  shingle  business  for  a  period  covering 
about  nineteen  years,  his  mill  being  located  in 
Little  Suamico,  Wis.  In  that  village  he  was  mar- 
ried in  December,  1862,  to  Miss  Julia  E.,  the 
daughter  of  Herman  Peters.  Mrs.  Olsen  was  born 
in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  whence  she  removed  to 
Wisconsin  and  settled  in  Marquette  County;  later 
she  removed  to  Little  Suamico,  where  she  remained 
until  her  marriage. 

In  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Olsen  is  a  pronounced 
adherent  of  the  principles  of  the  Prohibition 
party,  and  is  a  very  strong  advocate  of  temper- 
ance. He  has  served  for  two  years  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  St.  Joseph  Township,  and  has  occupied 
other  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  He  and  his  wife 
are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  is  olliciating  as  Steward.  Ear- 
nest and  loyal  in  his  religious  affiliations,  he  contrib- 
utes liberally  to  the  support  of  that  denomination 
and  aids  in  all  its  good  work. 

From  this  brief  review  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Olsen 
the  thoughtful  reader  ma}^  glean  many  lessons. 
In  his  youth  he  had  very  meagre  educational  ad- 
vantages in  Norway,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen, 
left   an    orphan    without   money    or    freinds,    he 


started  out  to  fight  the  battle  of  •  life  unaided. 
From  that  humble  beginning  he  has  gradually 
worked  his  way  upward  and  has  accumulated  a 
fine  property.  Of  more  value,  however,  than  any 
financial  consideration  is  his  position  among  the 
honored  and  trusted  citizens  of  Berrien  County, 
and  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  universally 
held  by  those  who  know  him. 


-^-=m>-^^<m^- 


jf^^RANK  STEIMLE  is  another  of  the  many 
|-H^,  prominent  citizens  w4io  claim  America  as 
J^  their  adopted  country,  for  he  was  born  in 
Baden,  Germany,  October  26,  1837.  Since  the 
year  1856  he  has  been  a  resident  of  this  country, 
and,  being  a  liberal,  generous,  high-minded  gentle- 
man, has  gathered  around  him  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  well-wishers.  He  possesses  those  qual- 
ities of  industry  and  energy  so  characteristic  of 
the  native  German,  and  being  public-spirited  and 
strictly  honorable  he  is  with  reason  considered  one 
of  the  most  substantial  and  responsible  citizens 
of  the  county  in  which  he  now  makes  his  home. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  S3^1fain  and  Louisa 
(Spade)  Steimle,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Saxony,  Germany.  In  that  country  the  father 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  for  many 
years  and  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intel- 
ligence. Both  were  highly  esteemed  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  lived,  and  both  were  ex- 
emplary members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  to  which 
they  contributed  liberally  of  their  means.  Their 
son  Frank,  the  subject  of  this  brief  sketch,  was  the 
eldest  of  three  living  children  born  to  his  parents, 
and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
countr3\ 

When  but  nineteen  years  of  age,  young  Steimie 
decided  that  he  could  better  his  financial  condi- 
tion by  a  residence  in  the  United  States,  and  ac- 
cordingly took  passage  for  America.  After  set- 
ting foot  on  the  soil  of  this  country  he  went  di- 
rect to  Greene  County,  Ohio,  and  was  engaged  in 
farming  near  Dayton  until  1866,  when  he  moved 
to  Berrien  County,  Mich.     For  many  years  he  has 
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been  engagedin  tilling  the  soil  in  this  community, 
and  his  life  of  industry  and  usefulness  and  his 
record  for  integrity  and  true-hearted  faithfulness 
in  all  the  relations  of  life  have  given  him  a  hold 
upon  the  community  which  all  might  well  desire 
to  share. 

Mr.  Steimle  bought  the  farm  where  he  now  lives 
in  1889,  and  his  reputation  as  a  farmer  is  no  less 
than  that  of  a  citizen  and  neighbor.  He  owns 
about  thirty-six  acres  seven  miles  and  a-half  from 
8t.  Joseph  and  about  six  miles  from  Benton  Har- 
bor. He  has  a  pleasant  rural  home,  which  is  pre- 
sided over  by  his  intelligent  and  most  worthy 
wife,  formerly  Miss  Emma  Baker,  whom  he  mar- 
ried in  1860.  She  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  William  Baker,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  that  country,  but  who  came  to  the  United 
States  at  an  early  date  and  settled  in  Ohio.  The 
following  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Steimle:  John;  Ellen,  wife  of  M.  Barger; 
Amelia,  wife  of  A.  Grawl;  Mary,  wife  of  Julias 
Fatke;  Louisa,  wife  of  Hammond  Knuth;  Hannah 
and  Sarah.  Mr.  Steimle  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Dou2[las. 


If  I  OHN  N.  ROOT.  Integrity,  intelligence  and 
system  are  characteristics  which  will  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  any  man  and  will 
tend  to  the  prosperity  to  which  all  aspire. 
Such  are  some  of  the  traits  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  appears  above,  and  whose  residence  is 
on  section  23,  Volinia  Township.  He  is  one  of 
the  prominent  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  the 
county,  and  that  he  has  been  successful  may  be 
inferred  from  a  glance  at  his  present  place.  Mr. 
Root  traces  his  paternal  ancestors  back  to  the  New 
England  States,  and  finds  that  they  came  to  this 
country  as  early  as  1640.  He  owes  his  nativity  to 
Washington  County,  N.Y.,  born  September  4, 1834, 
and  in  addition  to  a  public-school  education  re- 
ceived in  his  native  county,  he  attended  Platts- 


burg  Academy,  and  Hamilton  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  the  Class  of  '58. 

His  father,  William  Root,  was  a  natives  of 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  born  in  December, 
1799,  and  his  grandfather,  William  Root,  Sr.,  was 
a  Colonel  of  militia,  and  he  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Plattsburg.  William  Root,  Jr.,  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Harriet  A.  Smith,  a  native  of  New 
York  City,  and  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Smith, 
who  was  a  sea-captain  and  owned  a  vessel.  His 
cargo  and  vessel  were  captured  by  the  French  in 
the  early  wars.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Root  were  married 
in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  where  her  mother 
had  large  tracts  of  land.  After  residing  in  that 
county  until  1845,  they  moved  to  Penn  Yan, 
Yates  County,  that  State,  where  Mr.  Root  engaged 
in  milling  and  merchandising.  When  first  mar- 
ried he  lived  for  eight  years  at  Columbus,  Ga., 
where  he  followed  merchandising.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1880,  and  his  wife  followed  him  to  the 
grave  a  year  later.  They  were  the  parents  of 
four  children,  two  of  whom  are  living.  Edward 
E.  resides  in  Fredonia,  Kan.,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming.  The  parents  held  membership  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

After  graduating  from  Hamilton  College,  John 
N.  Root  read  law  in  Penn  Yan,  N.  Y.,  and  also 
taught  school  for  some  time.  In  the  fall  of  1860, 
he  came  West  and  settled  on  one  hundred  and 
thirty-six  acres  of  his  present  land.  He  erected  a 
log  house  in  the  woods  and  lived  alone  in  this  for 
three  years,  killing  many  deer,  ducks,  squirrels 
and  partridges.  He  cleared  off  one  hundred  and 
ten  acres  and  added  to  the  original  tract  until  he 
was  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres, 
with  two  hundred  and  ten  acres  under  cultivation. 
In  the  month  of  October,  1864,  he  married  Miss 
Nancy  M.  Hamilton,  a  daughter  of  John  Hamil- 
ton, who  resides  at  Niles,  Mich.,  whither  he  emi- 
grated from  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  sixty 
years  ago.  Mrs.  Root  was  born  in  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  17,  1840,  and  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  Niles.  Six  children  were  born  to 
them:  William  L.,  John  H.,  Sadie,  Hattie  A., 
Charles  P^dward  and  Asa  F. 

During  the  Civil  War,  our  subject  was  drafted 
in  the  last  call  and  attached  to  Company  H,  Fif- 
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tee  nth  Regiment  Michigan  Infantry,  fifteenth 
Corps,  Second  Division  and  Third  Brigade,  under 
Gen.  John  A.  Logan.  He  joined  the  regiment  at 
Alexandria,  Va.,and  served  until  the  close  of  hos- 
tilities. He  was  discharged  at  Detroit  in  Septem- 
ber, 1865,  and  returned  to  Michigan  after  a  short 
visit  to  his  old  home  in  New  York.  Here  he  has 
resided  ever  since.  Mrs.  Root  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  in  which  she  is  an  active  worker. 
Their  daughter.  Flattie,  who  was  a  student  at  Niles 
for  four  years,  is  married  and  resides  in  this  coun- 
ty. The  other  daugliter,  Sadie,  is  a  student  at  Al- 
bion College  of  Music,  and  is  a  thorough  teacher 
of  music. 

Mr.  Root  is  a  member  of  Delta  Cappa  Upsilon 
Society,  and  in  politics  is  a  decided  Democrat. 
He  has  been  Clerk  of  the  township,  was  Director 
of  the  School  Board  for  twelve  years,  and  is  at 
present  Administrator  of  Estates,  having  settled 
three  estates  already. 


'^f^*f»r^gs: 


^^^ 


(_^  ON.  JAMP:S  L.  McKlE.  Throughout  Ber- 
rien County,  and  especially  in  Three  Oaks, 
where  he   resides,  this   gentleman   is    well 

^  known  and  highly  regarded  as  a  success- 
ful business  man  and  sagacious,  enterprising  citi- 
zen. His  general  mercantile  establishment  at 
Three  Oaks  is  equipped  with  a  carefully  selected 
and  large  stock,  embracing  the  finest  imported 
and  American  goods.  In  all  the  departments  of 
the  business,  the  tact  and  judgment  of  the  owner 
and  proprietor  are  displayed,  and  he  carefully 
supervises  the  establishment  so  as  to  secure  the 
most  satisfactory  results. 

A  native  of  Mississippi,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Neshoba  County,  February  10,  1837.  He  is  of  di- 
rect Scotch  and  English  descent.  His  father, 
Thomas,  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1810,  and  was 
reared  to  maturity  in  his  native  land,  where  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  Upon  emi- 
grating to  America  in  1833,  he  landed  in  Quebec, 
and  thence  proceeded  direct  to  New  York  State. 
There  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna, 


the  daughter  of  Edward  Lewis,  and  a  native  of 
England,  having  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
about  1833.  Removing  to  the  sunny  South,  Mr. 
McKie  engaged  in  farming  near  Philadelphia, 
Neshoba  County,  Miss.,  but  after  residing  there 
for  a  few  years,  he  removed  to  Bond  County,  III., 
in  1844,  and  ten  years  later  came  to  Michigan,  lo- 
cating in  Three  Oaks.  Here  he  continued  to  re- 
side until  his  career  was  terminated  by  his  death 
in  1874.  A  Democrat  politically,  he  was  active 
in  his  support  of  that  party  and  was  a  man  of  in- 
fluence in  every  place  where  he  resided. 

The  five  children  constituting  the  parental  fam- 
ily still  survive,  and  are  as  follows:  Mrs.  Mary 
E.  Bommerscheim,  a  resident  of  Three  Oaks;  Ed- 
ward H.,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead;  Mrs. 
Anna  S.  Vincent,  of  Three  Oaks;  Thomas  J.  and 
James  L.  The  last-named  was  about  seven  years 
old  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Bond 
County,  III.,  and  ten  years  later  he  came  to  Mich- 
igan,  of  which  State  he  has  since  been  a  resident. 
His  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools 
and  Smith's  Academy,  in  Bond  Countv,  111.,  and 
has  since  been  broadened  b}^  systematic  general 
reading  and  self-culture.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
he  entered  the  mercantile  establishment  owned  by 
Henry  Chamberlain,  of  Three  Oaks,  with  whom  he 
remained  about  ten  years.  Subsequently,  under 
the  firm  title  of  McKie  &  Warren,  he  formed  a 
business  connection  with  E.  K.  Warren,  continuing 
in  this  partnership  from  1868  until  1877.  From 
that  year  until  1885  he  was  in  business  alone,  after 
which  he  formed  a  partnership  with  E.  H.  Vincent,  > 
the  title  of  the  firm  becoming  McKie  &  Vincent; 
the  establishment  is  still  conducted  under  this 
name,  although  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  died 
in  January,  1893. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  McKie  occurred  on  the 
30th  of  September,  1862,  and  united  him  with 
Miss  Maria  H.,  a  daughter  of  Horace  Block,  of 
Buchanan,  Mich.,  a  prominent  manufacturer  of, 
and  dealer  in,  furniture  at  that  place.  Three  chil- 
dren have  blessed  the  union:  Jennie  B.,  Addie  and 
Helen,  all  of  whom  are  at  home.  In  his  political 
belief,  Mr.  McKie  is  a  Democrat  and  has  filled 
many  positions  of  trust,  including  those  of  Town- 
ship Clerk,  Township  Treasurer,  Supervisor  of  the 
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township,  and  President  of  the  village.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Common  Council  and  the  Board 
of  Education. 

In  1884,  Mr.  McKie  was  elected  to  represent  the 
Second  District  of  Berrien  County  in  the  State 
Legislature,  and  his  services  in  behalf  of  his  con- 
stituents were  so  satisfactory  that  he  was  re-elected 
two  years  later.  In  1888  he  received  the  nomina- 
tion on  the  Democrat  ticket  for  State  Senator  and 
made  a  strong  run,  receiving  two  hundred  votes 
ahead  of  his  ticket  on  the  county.  He  has  fre- 
quently served  as  delegate  to  county  and  State 
conventions,  and  in  every  position  has  represented 
his  fellow-citizens  with  energy,  fidelity  and  dis- 
cretion. At  the  present  time  he  is  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  Fourth  Congressional  Democratic 
Committee. 

Not  only  does  Mr.  McKie  possess  an  intensely 
patriotic  nature,  but  his  religious  impulses  are 
also  fervent  and  unwavering.  He  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  Congregational  Church,  and  is  at 
present  one  of  the  Trustees.  The  various  meas- 
ures originated  on  behalf  of  the  city  and  the  citi- 
zens have  his  hearty  and  sympathetic  co-operation, 
and  he  has  contributed  effectively  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  community.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  business  men  of  Three  Oaks,  and  his 
store,  which  was  erected  in  1887,  contains  a  com- 
plete assortment  of  goods.  In  the  conduct  of  his 
business  he  exercises  excellent  judgment  and 
sound  common-sense,  and  has  built  up  an  exten- 
sive and  profitable  trade  with  the  people  of  this 
vicinity. 

^^ ♦^♦^^•^ ^ ./ 


|/_^  UGH  P.  GARRETT.  One  of  the  most 
y.  highly-cultivated  farms  in  Cass  County  is 
located  on  section  31,  La  Grange  Township, 
and  is  the  property  of  the  subject  of  this 
notice.  A  native  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
he  v*as  born  October  26,  1830,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Rosa  (Petticrew)  Garrett.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Joseph  Garrett,  was  born  in 
Belfast,  Ireland,  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood, 


having  few  advantages,  as  his  parents  were  in 
humble  circumstances.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation and  held  a  warrant3^  deed  for  ten  acres  of 
land  in  Ireland.  Unto  him  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Ellen  Orr,  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren, who  were  reared  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood in  the  p]merald  Isle. 

The  eldest  son  in  the  family,  Hugh,  was  a  ship- 
builder by  trade,  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  before  the  other  members  of  the  family 
sought  a  home  in  this  country.  John  Garrett 
crossed  the  Atlantic  about  1818,  and  two  elder 
brothers,  William  and  Daniel,  came  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  1840.  A  sister  b}^  the  name  of 
Mary  Ellison  emigrated  to  America  in  1833.  After 
landing  on  the  shores  of  our  country,  John  Gar- 
rett went  to  Cincinnati,  walking  the  entire  dis- 
tance to  that  city  from  Philadelphia.  His  voyage 
hither  had  been  a  tedious  one,  occupying  throe 
months,  during  which  time  the  vessel  caine  in 
contact  with  an  iceberg,  and  for  many  days  all  on 
board  despaired  of  being  saved. 

After  reaching  Ohio,  John  Garrett  there  learned 
the  trade  of  a  cooper.  He  was  married  in  1829  to 
Miss  Rosa,  daughter  of  James  and  Ann  (Campbell) 
Petticrew,  natives  respectively  of  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Garrett  was  born  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  Ohio,  in  1808,  and  was  of  Irish 
and  Dutch  descent.  John  Petticrew,  an  uncle, 
served  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  located  in  Cass 
County  as  early  as  1830,  near  where  our  subject 
now  lives.  Here  he  built  a  sawmill,  which  was 
the  first  one  erected  in  Jefferson  Township.  The 
machinery  for  this  mill  was  brought  from  Ohio  by 
wagon. 

After  establishing  a  home  of  his  own,  James 
Petticrew  went  to  work  industriously  to  gain  a 
livelihood  for  the  family.  Upon  one  occasion, 
when  he  had  gone  thirty  miles  to  the  mill  at  Cin- 
cinnati, the  Indians  came  into  the  house  and  took 
everything  they  wished  to  eat,  although,  fortu- 
nately, they  did  not  assault  the  inmates.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  owned  forty  acres  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  to  which  Mr.  Garrett  added  one 
hundred  acres.  In  1848  he  sold  the  property  and 
came  to  Van  Buren  County,  Mich.,  where  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  and  remained  until  his  death, 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


651 


in   February,    1862.     The   widow  survived   him  a 
number  of  years,  and  departed  this  life  in   1878. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  ten  children, 
as  follows:  Hugh  P.,  of  this  sketch;  Ellen,  Mrs. 
Jacob  Main,  deceased;  Ann,  Mrs.  John  Kennedy; 
Margaret  and  Catherine  (twins),  the  former  being 
the  widow  of  John  Barrett,  and  the  latter  being 
deceased;  Jane,  deceased;  Agnes,  the  wife  of  James 
Lara  way;  INIary,  who  married  Gilbert  Guld;  Wil- 
liam and  David.  The  father  of  this  familj'^  was  a 
Whig  in  his  youth,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  Democratic  party  joined  its  ranks  and  after- 
ward steadfastly  adhered  to  its  phitform. 

The  biographer  finds  little  of  unusual  interest 
to  record  concerning  tiie  boyhood  of  our  subject. 
After  completing  his  studies  in  the  common 
schools,  he  secured  employment  in  a  commission 
house  at  i^ockington,  Ohio,  and  afterward  worked 
by  the  month  on  a  farm.  In  1848,  in  company 
with  his  parents,  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  has 
since  followed  farming  pursuits  in  Cass  County. 
His  present  farm  he  purchased  in  1865,  at  which 
time  only  forty -six*  acres  had  been  placed  under 
improvement.  Now,  through  his  arduous  exer- 
tions, seventy-five  of  the  one  hundred  acres  com- 
prising the  estate  have  been  placed  under  excel- 
lent cultivation. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Garrett  occurred  in 
Michigan  in  1854,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Eliz- 
abeth White.  After  the  decease  of  this  lady,  Mr. 
Garrett  married  Mrs.  Julia  Garrett,  the  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Catherine  Dunn,  7iee  Garrett.  She 
had  two  children  by  her  first  husband,  William  H. 
and  Emma  J.  She  was  born  and  reared  in  Franklin 
County,  Ind.,  and  became  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren by  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Garrett,  viz.:  John  S., 
who  resides  in  Van  Buren  County,  Mich.;  and 
David  E.,  who  makes  his  home  in  Nebraska.  Mrs. 
Julia  Garrett  died  in  1874,  and  subsequently  our 
subject  married  Mrs.  Phebe  Struble,  the  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  B.  Crawford.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  bless  this  union,  Charles  W.,  Ralph  F.  and 
Rosa  A.  Mrs.  Garrett  had  a  daughter  by  her  first 
marriage,  Viola  F.  A  man  of  enterprise  and  push, 
Mr.  Garrett  is  interested  in  matters  of  public  im- 
portance, as  well  as  in  his  own  personal  business 
affairs.     His  first  Presidential  ballot  was  cast  for 


Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  and  since  the  nomination  of 
J.  C.  Fremont  for  President  he  has  been  a  Repub- 
lican in  his  political  aflfiliations.  An  active  worker 
in  the  party  of  his  choice,  he  has  served  as  dele- 
gate to  township  and  congressional  conventions, 
and  has  attended  national  conventions,  and  in- 
variably represented  the  people  of  this  section 
with  ability  and  good  judgment. 


^     I     1     \     I        !<■<'■ 


\Tn^ICHARD  BUTLER,  senior  member  of  the 
\h^  well-known  and  influential  firm  of  Butler 
/4^\\\  (fe  Burrus,  manufacturers  of  hard  and  soft 
V^  wood  lumber,  lath  and  pickets,  is  univer- 
sally conceded  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful 
business  men  of  Galien,  and,  indeed,  throughout 
Berrien  County.  He  is  of  direct  English  descent, 
his  father,  Richard,  having  been  born  in  England, 
whence  he  emigrated  to  America  in  1827,  and  made 
settlement  in  Lockport,  N.  Y.  An  industrious 
man, possessing  great  energy  and  force  of  character, 
he  was  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  that 
section  of  the  State,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death,  devoting  his  attention  to  his  trade  of 
carpenter. 

Born  in  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  July  13,  1847,  our  sub- 
ject was  a  mere  lad  when  he  was  orphaned  by  the 
death  of  his  mother,  an  estimable  woman.  The 
family  consisted  of  seven  children,  but  of  these 
two  alone  survive,  Richard  and  Nettie,  the  latter 
being  the  wife  of  C.  E.  Smith,  foreman  of  the 
Union  Steamboat  Company  of  Chicago.  The  only 
surviving  son  was  reared  in  Lockport,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  turner,  after  having  re- 
ceived the  advantages  of  a  common-school  educa- 
tion. In  1867  he  removed  to  Michigan,  where  he 
located  at  New  Buffalo,  and  secured  employment 
as  a  turner  in  a  furniture  factory.  One  year  later 
he  came  to  Galien,  and  for  the  ten  ensuing  years 
was  employed  at  the  turner's  trade,  after  which  he 
engaged  in  the  machine  repairing  business  for  eight 
years.  He  also  filled  the  position  of  assistant  fore-, 
man  in  the  R.  W.  Montross  factory  for  two  years, 

Oi)  the   26th   of  September,  1890,  the   present 
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firm  of  Butler  &  Burros  was  established,  and  the 
connection  then  formed  still  continues,  the  b»ik&i- 
ness  having  been  conducted  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
secure  the  approbation  of  the  people  and  the  con- 
fidence of  the  trade.  The  sawmill  has  a  capacity 
of  about  ten  thousand  feet  of  lumber  per  da>%and 
shipments  are  made  to  South  Bend,  Ind.,  and  Ben- 
ton Harbor,  Mich.  The  firm  also  engages  in  the 
manufacture  of  lath  and  pickets,  for  which  they 
find  a  ready  sale.  They  have  built  up  a  large  trade 
in  Galien  and  the  surrounding  country,  and  are 
well  known  as  business  men  of  keen  sagacit}^  and 
excellent  judgment. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Butler  occurred  at  Galien 
May  13,  1874,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Luther  Green,  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Galien  Township.  They  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  Orville,  a  promising  youth,  who  is  now  a 
student  in  the  Galien  High  School.  The  family 
residence  is  the  abode  of  hospitality,  where  the 
friends  of  the  family  are  accustomed  to  meet  and 
pass  many  a  pleasant  hour.  In  addition  to  this 
residence,  Mr.  Butler  is  the  owner  of  three  fine 
building  lots  and  other  valuable  property,  p'irm 
in  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party,  Mr. 
Butler  has  been  elected  on  that  ticket  to  numerous 
local  offices  of  trust.  For  three  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Village  Board,  for  one  year  he 
served  as  Assessor,  and  he  has  also  been  School 
Trustee,  filling  these  several  positions  with  credit 
to  himself  and  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  his 
fellow-citizens. 


^^  GORDON  HUNTLY  was  born  in  Howard 
[II  (^—  Township,  Cass  County,  where  he  now  re- 
%^f  sides,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1850.  His  fa- 
ther, Ephraim  Huntly,  was  born  in  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  being  the  son  of  Ray  nor  Huntly, 
and  a  descendant  of  Scotch-Irish-English  ancestry. 
From  the  age  of  ten  years  he  was  reared  in  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  entered  upon  his  life 
vocation  of  farming.    In  Erie  County  he  married 


Miss  Eliza  Ross,  and  shortly  afterward,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife,  he  came  to  Cass  County,  Mich., 
m  1834,  eoterkig  from  the  Government  the  land 
where  our  subject  now  resides.  He  placed  upon 
the  land  many  valuable  improvements  and  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  here  until  called  hence 
by  death,  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
His  wife  passed  away  in  1856. 

The  following  is  noted  by  the  biographer  con- 
cerning the  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject: 
Harriet  H.  was  born  in  Hamburgh,  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,May  21,  1828,  and  married  Seneca  H.  Abbott, 
of  California;  Benjamin  F.,  who  was  born  in  Ham- 
burgh September  7,  1829,  died  in  Sacramento,  Cal.; 
James  J.,  also  a  native  of  Hamburgh  and  born 
June  25,  1831,  died  m  Iowa  in  1883;  Joseph  U., 
born  in  Hamburgh  October  16,  1833,  resides  in 
Howard  Township,  Cass  County;  Mary  A.,  who 
was  born  in  Howard  Township  June  20,  1836, 
still  resides  here;  Phebe  L.,  who  was  born  in  this 
township  December  8,  1837,  is  the  wife  of  Henrj' 
Mellinger,  of  Arkansas;  Ellen  E.,  born  in  Howard 
Township  April  12,  1840,  is  engaged  as  a  milliner 
in  South  Dakota;  Charles  W.,  who  was  born  here 
on  the  30th  of  April,  1843,  resides  in  South 
Dakota;  p]mma  M.,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the 
old  homestead  June  10,  1847,  is  the  wife  of  Mar- 
shall Richardson,  of  Nebraska. 

The  father  of  this  family  was  one  of  the  promi- 
nent men  of  Howard  Township,  with  the  history 
of  which  he  was  for  Uiany  years  closely  identified. 
Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat  and  held  many  im- 
portant official  positions  in  the  township  and 
county.  For  many  years  he  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Notary  Public,  and  held  other  positions 
of  trust.  He  aided  in  the  survey  of  the  roads  in 
the  township  and  did  other  pioneer  work.  A  life- 
long Mason,  he  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of 
St.  Joseph  Valley  Lodge  No.  4.  He  maintained  an 
unceasing  interest  in  educational  matters  and  was 
quite  prominent  in  the  school  work  in  his  district, 
aiding  in  the  organization  of  District  No.  1  in 
Howard  Township. 

The  youngest  child  in  the  parental  family  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  In  his  childhood  he  at- 
tended the  district  schools  and  the  select  school 
taught  by  Miss  IMary  Brown,  of  Niles  Township. 
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September  23,  1879,  he  married  Miss  Annie,  the 
eldest  child  of  J.  W.  and  Catharine  M.  (Willard) 
Reese.  She  was  born  in  Howard  Township  on  the 
21st  of  May,  1850,  and  attended  the  schools  of 
Niles,  being  a  pupil  in  the  school  which  Mr.  Huntl}' 
attended.  Since  his  marriage  our  subject  has  re- 
mained on  the  old  family  homestead,  where  he  has 
one  huodred  and  ten  acres  of  fine  land,  as  fertile 
as  any  in  the  county.  He  and  his  wife  have  be- 
come the  parents  of  four  children:  p]ugene  R., 
who  was  born  in  1880;  Winifred  W.,  born  in  1883; 
j\I.  Louisa,  in  1885;  and  Clarence  G.,  in  1887. 

Politically  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Huntly  has  filled 
various  oflicial  positions.  He  was  School  Inspector, 
afterward  Township  Clerk  for  two  years.  Treasurer 
for  two  years,  and  Supervisor  for.  seven  years.  He 
has  also  served  as  School  Director.  Socially,  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, being  identified  with  Berrien  County  Lodge 
No.  6,  at  Niles;  he  also  affiliates  with  Anchor 
Lodge  No.  42,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  at  Niles;  Niles  Tent 
No.  09,  K.  O.  T.  M.;  Union  Tent  No.  1,  at  Niles. 
As  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  he  is  energetic  and 
enterprising,  and  displays  in  all  his  dealings  the 
possession  of  sound  common  sense  and  strict  pro- 
bity. 


^|]  RA  R.  STEMM.  Mr.  Stemm  is  an  experienced 
farmer  and  fruit-raiser  of  Oronoko  Township, 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  the  great  natural  re- 
sources of  which  region  have  been  developed  by 
the  practical  and  intelligent  toil  of  such  men  as 
Mr.  Stemm,  who  is  recognized  as  a  man  full  of  spirit 
and  business  enterprise.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
Keystone  State,  born  in  1846,  and  is  the  son  of 
Adam  K.  and  Elizabeth  (Reiber)  Stemm,  Pennsyl- 
vania Germans. 

The  Stemm  family. is. an  old  and  prominent  one 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  first  members  having  settled 
in  that  State  at  a  period  antedating  the  Revolu- 
tion. The  Reiber  family  came  originally  from 
Germany,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  having 
emigrated  to  this  country  when  but  a  lad.  The 
members  of  botli  families  were  people  of  consider- 


able importance  in  the  counties  in  which  they  re- 
sided; uprightness  and  honesty  marked  their  ca- 
reer, and  they  had  the  unbounded  confidence  of 
all  with  whom  they  came  in  contact.  Adam  K. 
Stemm  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  all  his 
life,  and  left  his  native  State  for  Michigan  in  1868. 
He  settled  in  Berrien  County,  and  here  he  and 
his  most  estimable  wife  reside  at  the  present  time. 
He  is  in  his  seventieth  and  his  wife  in  her  sixty- 
seventh  year,  and  both  hold  membership  in  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  Their  children, 
five  in  number,  named  in  the  order  of  their  births, 
are  as  follows:  I.  R.;  Mary  P].,  wife  of  John  H. 
Stover,  of  Berrien  County;  Sarah  M.,  wife  of 
Henry  J.  Moyer,  also  of  this  county;  William,  of 
Berrien  Springs;  and  Regina,  wife  of  George 
Fogle. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  and  higher  schools  of  his 
native  county  in  Pennsylvania,  and  continued 
in  the  same  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  For 
some  time  after  this  he  taught  school  and  then 
entered  a  dry -goods  store  as  clerk,  where  he  re- 
mained for  some  time.  Returning  to  the  farm,  he 
remained  on  the  same  until  his  parents  removed 
to  Michigan,  when  he  came  with  them  and  engaged 
as  a  house  carpenter,  following  this  for  some  time. 
In  1873  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  forty 
acres,  partially  improved,  with  a  shell  of  a  house 
and  twenty  acres  cleared.  For  this  land  he  paid 
150  per  acre  and  he  now  has  it  all  cleared  and 
under  cultivation.  His  buildings  are  all  first-class 
and  are  ornaments  to  the  place. 

In  1889  he  purchased  still  more  land,  thirty-live 
acres,  with  ten  acres  cleared,  and  for  this  paid  $50 
per  acre.  He  has  lovely  residences  on  both  places 
and  is  prosperous  and  happy.  He  possesses  the 
integrity  of  character  and  honesty  of  purpose  for 
which  the  stock  from  which  he  sprang  has  been 
noted,  and  may  well  take  an  honest  pride  in  his 
sterling  ancestors.  He  has  filled  quite  a  number 
of  important  township  offices  since  1885,  being 
Highway  Commissioner  for  five  years,  on  the 
Board  of  Review  for  two  years,  Township  Treas- 
urer in  1892, and  in  1893  he  was  elected  Township 
Supervisor.  Like  many  young  men  commenc- 
ing life  iu  ^  uew  country,  Mr.  Stemm    had  but 
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little  means  to  start  with,  but  he  persevered  and  is 
now  not  only  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the 
township,  but  is  well  liked  by  all,  having  gained 
by  his  generosity,  hospitality  and  kindness  a  host 
of  warm  friends. 

Mr.  Stemm  was  married  in  1873  to  a  most  esti- 
mable lady, Miss  Mary  M.  Feather,  of  this  county, 
and  daughter  of  Daniel  T.  and  Caroline  (J3echtel) 
Feather,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  Ger- 
man parenlage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Feather  were  among 
the  original  settlers  of  Berrien  County  and  they 
were  most  worthy  citizens.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stemm  were  born  two  children:  Albert  and  Dora 
v.,  both  at  home.  On  his  farm  Mr.  Stemm  raises 
strawberries,  raspberries,  blackberries  and  grapes, 
and  has  about  seven  acres  devoted  to  them.  He 
also  raises  apples  and  peaclies,  having  all  the  lead- 
ing varieties,  and  has  three  acres  in  the  orchard. 
He  and  Mrs.  Stemm  are  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  and  contribute  liberally  to  its 
support. 


\ft  OEL  J.  NASH.  The  vocation  of  the  phar- 
macist is  unquestionably  a  highly  import- 
ant one  in  any  and  every  community,  for 
upon  his  care  and  skill,  almost  as  much  as 
upon  that  displayed  by  the  medical  profession, 
oftimes  depends  the  physical  welfare,  nay,  the  life 
or  death,  of  the  sick  and  ailing.  Among  the  fav- 
orably-known druggists  of  this  section  ma}^  be 
mentioned  the  name  of  Joel  J.  Nash,  whose  ele- 
gant and  attractive  store  is  one  of  the  principal 
features  of  Marcellus.  He  is  junior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Goodrich  &  Nash,  which  carries  a  full 
line  of  drugs,  books,  stationery,  paints,  oils,  etc., 
and  is  one  of  the  pushing,  energetic  young  busi- 
ness men  of  the  town.  The  stock  of  goods  in- 
cludes everything  usually  needed  in  the  trade, 
consisting  of  pharmaceutical  preparations,  patent 
medicines,  physicians'  supplies,  fine  perfumery 
and  such  fancy  articles  as  are  usually  found  in  a 
first-class  pharmacy.  A  fine  assortment  of  books 
is  also  kept  in  the  store, 


Mr.  Nash  was  born  in  Galesburg,  Kalamazoo 
County,  Mich.,  February  13,  1857,  to  which  State 
his  father,  A.  J.  Nash,  emigrated  from  New  York 
State.  The  latter  settled  in  Galesburg  with  his 
parents  when  eighteen  years  of  age  and  followed 
the  trade  of  a  wagon-maker.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Julia  Wheaton,  daughter  of  Joel  Wheaton, 
who  was  a  resident  of  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich., 
and  a  prominent  farmer  of  that  county.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Nash  were  born  six  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living.  One  son,  A.  D.  Nash,  runs  a 
barber  shop  in  this  town;  Ernest  Nash  is  foreman 
in  the  Gazette  office  at  Kalamazoo;  A.  O.  Nash  is  a 
farmer  and  lumberman  in  Kalkaska  County;  and 
Bertha  is  at  home.  The  one  deceased,  Ada,  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-seven.  The  father  of  these 
children  was  in  sympathy  with  the  Democratic 
party  and  took  an  active  interest  in  its  welfare. 

Our  subject  was  about  fourteen  years  of  age 
when  his  father  removed  to  Volinia  Township, 
this  county,  and  he  remained  in  that  township  un- 
til 1879,  when  he  moved  to  Marcellus  Township. 
In  1885  he  moved  to  the  town  of  Marcellus  and 
subsequently  bought  an  interest  in  the  drug  store 
now  conducted  by  himself  and  partner,  and  has 
continued  this  up  to  the  present.  In  February, 
1887,  Mr.  Nash  was  married  to  Mrs.  Phelira  Good- 
speed,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Nichols,  who  was  an 
old  settler  of  the  county.  Politically,  Mr.  Nash  is 
a  Republican  and  a  strong  advocate  of  the  princi- 
ples of  that  party.  He  was  appointed  Postmaster 
on  the  1st  of  July,  1889,  and  has  held  that  office 
ever  since,  discharging  the  duties  incumbent  upon 
that  position  in  a  very  creditable  and  satisfactory 
manner.  He  has  been  on  the  Village  Council 
for  two  years,  and  several  times  has  been  Presi- 
dent pro  tern. 

Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  & 
Accepted  Masons  and  was  Secretary  of  Lodge  No. 
291  at  this  place  for  three  years,  and  Junior  War- 
den for  one  year.  He  takes*  a  great  deal  of  inter- 
est in  the  lodge  and  is  one  of  its  most  worthy 
members.  In  addition  to  his  business  he  carries  on 
a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  has  it 
well  cultivated  and  improved,  and  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising.  Good  build- 
ings are  on  this  farm,  and  everything  about  the 
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place  indicates  that  a  thorough  hand  is  at  the 
helm.  Our  su!)ject  has  a  very  fine  residence  on 
West  Main  Street.  Me  and  his  partner  are  agents 
for  the  National  Express  Company  and  also  agents 
for  the  Telephone  Exchange. 

Mr.  Nash  and  his  partner  were  Deputy  County 
Treasurers  for  six  years  and  filled  that  position  in 
an  able  and  very  satisfactory  manner.  He  and 
his  i)artner  carry  the  largest  stock  of  drugs,  books, 
stationery,  etc.,  of  any  house  in  the  town  and  are 
doing  a  flourishing  business.  They  own  their  own 
building,  and  have  one  of  the  best  arranged  post- 
ofiilces  in  the  State.  Wide-awake  and  enterprising, 
they  cannot  fail  to  make  a  success  of  all  their  un- 
dertakings. 


-s^T^^d 


THOMAS  PAYNE  a  practical  and  extensive 
general  agriculturist  and  successful  stock- 
raiser,  well  located  in  Weesaw  Township, 
Berrien  County,  handles  upon  his  large  acreage 
a  superior  grade  of  cattle  and  also  raises  choice 
varieties  of  horses  and  hogs.  For  over  thirty-five 
years  a  constant  resident  of  his  present  locality, 
Mr.  Payne  has  been  intimately  associated  with 
the  march  of  improvement,  which  has  distinguished 
the  historj^  of  Berrien  County  from  its  earliest 
settlement.  He  is  by  birth  an  Englishman  and  was 
born  in  Ivanhoe  December  17,  1833. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Fannie 
(Ealing)  Payne,  were  the  descendants  of  a  long 
line  of  sturdy  English  ancestry,  and  were  reared 
and  educated  in  their  native  land.  Their  union 
was  blessed  by  a  family  of  twelve  children.  De- 
siring to  see  their  sons  and  daughters  worthily 
fitted  to  occupy  positions  of  usefulness  and  influ- 
ence, the  parents  resolved  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  broader  opportunities  ofl'ered  in  the  United 
States  and  with  the  younger  members  of  their 
family  embarked  for  America  in  1856,  and,  safely 
arriving  in  the  land  of  promise,  joined  the  son 
who  had  already  preceded  them  to  a  new  home  in 
his  adopted  country. 

Of  the  parental  family,  but  two  representatives 

32 


now  survive,  Joseph,  and  Thomas,  our  subject. 
The  parents  made  their  home  in  Berrien  County, 
where  the  devoted  mother  passed  away  in  1864. 
The  father  survived  his  wife  eight  years,  and  died 
in  1872  regretted  by  slU  who  knew  him.  A  man 
of  upright  character,  earnest  and  industrious,  his 
days  had  been  spent  in  a  round  of  energetic  toil, 
leaving  him  but  little  time  for  rest  or  recreation. 
He  was  a  sincere  friend,  a  kind  neighbor  and  a 
true  and  law-abiding  citizen. 

Our  subject  attended  the  free  schools  in  Eng- 
land but  his  opportunities  for  study  were  limited 
and  he  is  in  the  main  a  self-educated  man,  having 
through  habits  of  close  observation  and  reading 
added  to  the  stock  of  knowledge  gained  in  early 
youth.  He  came  to  America  two  years  before  his 
parents  emigrated  hither,  and  reaching  Michigan 
in  1854,  settled  in  Berrien  County,  a  stranger  in  a 
strange  land.  Arriving  here  without  any  capital 
other  than  his  youth,  health  and  determination  to 
succeed,  he  set  himself  energetically  to  work  and 
with  frugal  management  carefully  laid  aside  a 
small  sum  which  he  invested  May  26,  1857,  in 
eighty  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land.  With  this 
beginning  as  a  nucleus  for  further  effort  Mr.  Payne 
has  self-reliantly  won  his  upward  way  to  a  com- 
petence and  now  owns  five  hundred  acres  of  excel- 
lent land,  much  of  which  is  under  cultivation  and 
finely  improved. 

Our  subject  aside  from  the  annual  harvest  of 
golden  grain  has  upon  his  farm  large  herds  of 
cattle  fatted  for  market,  and  is  at  present  feeding 
over  one  hundred  head.  In  1859,  Thomas  Payne 
and  Miss  Lydia  Payne  were  united  in  marriage. 
The  estimable  wife  bore  her  husband  eight  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom,  P^dward,  Martha  and  James 
survive.     The  mother  of  these  children   died    in 

1886.  Our  subject  took  for  his  second  wife  Miss 
Zimmah  Turner,  a  native  of  the  British  Isles.  The 
marriage  was  celebrated  in   England   October  12, 

1887.  Two  children  have  been  born  unto  this 
union,  a  little  son  and  daughter,  Thomas  and  May 
Belle. 

Mr.  Payne  is  not  an  active  politician,  but  takes 
an  intelligent  interest  in  all  matters  of  local  and 
national  importance,  and  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote    for  Abraham   Lincoln,     In   all   local   entei'- 
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prises  of  worth  Mr.  Payne  lends  a  helping  hand 
and  is  a  true  and  loyal  citizen,  worthy  of  the  high 
regard  bestowed  upon  him  by  the  entire  commu- 
nity among  whom  he  has  now  passed  almost  two- 
score  years. 


^~  ~ — .^ — :r7::^'fc:W^ui  ^}«^  ■C^*  •iC*  ^m$J 


_^jl  N80N  F.  EITHER,  Superintendent  of  the 
iOi     Niles  Paper  Company,  was  born  in  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  on  the  13th  of  February,  1846,  be- 
^  ing  the  son  of  John  and  Frances  (Spath) 

Bitlier.  His  father  learned  the  trade  of  a  weaver 
in  his  native  country,  Germany,  wiience  he  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1830,  locating  in  Albany 
and  there  engaging  in  the  manufacture  of  paper  for 
twenty-five  years.  He  is  still  living  and  makes 
his  home  on  a  farm  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.; 
his  wife  died  in  1870. 

The  parental  family  c<msisted  of  eight  children, 
seven  of  whom  still  survive,  Anson  F.  being  the 
eldest.  Two  of  the  brothers  reside  in  Muskegon, 
Mich.,  one  being  a  merchant  and  the  other  the 
American  Express  Agent  in  that  city.  Another 
brother  is  a  farmer  in  New  York  State.  The  boy- 
hood days  of  our  subject  were  passed  in  Albany 
and  Chatham,  N.  Y.,  where  he  attended  school  for 
a  short  time.  At  the  age  of  eleven  years  he  be- 
came an  employe  in  a  paper-mill  in  New  York, 
where  he  remained  until  reaching  his  twentieth 
year.  Then  going  West  to  Wisconsin,  he  located 
at  Beloit  and  built  the  Beloit  Strawboard  Company's 
works,  remaining  for  two  years  in  the  employ  of 
the  Rock  River  Paper  Company,  of  that  place, 
they  being  connected  with  the  above  company. 
Later  he  worked  for  the  same  company  in  Mar- 
shall, Mich.,  and  for  six  years  conducted  an  exten- 
sive business  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  roof- 
ing, carpet-lining  and  building  paper. 

For  two  years  Mr.  Bither  was  in  Ypsilanti,  where 
he  was  an  employe  of  the  Michigan  Paper  Com- 
pany, engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  manila  pa- 
per. In  1878  he  came  to  Niles  to  take  the  Super- 
intendency  of  the  Niles  Paper  Mill  Company, 
which  he  still   holds.     Through   his  carefully-di- 


rected efforts  the  business  of  the  company  has  been 
largely  increased,  better  facilities  for  conducting 
the  work  have  been  secured,  and  the  entire  man- 
agement placed  under  perfect  system.  While  his 
business  duties  require  his  almost  undivided  atten- 
tion, Mr.  Bither  maintains  an  intelligent  interest 
in  public  affairs  and  gives  his  support  to  all  enter- 
prises originated  on  behalf  of  the  community  in 
general.  He  has  served  as  President  of  the  Build- 
ing and  Loan  Association.  Socially,  he  is  identi- 
fied with  Berrien  County  Lodge  No.  6,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
Encampment  No.3,  at  Niles,  and  the  Select  Knights. 
In  1869  Mr.  Bither  married  Miss  Rachel  Man- 
gold, of  Chicago,  the  daughter  of  George  H.  Man- 
gold. They  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Fred 
H.  and  Bernice  M.,  the  former  being  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Allegan  Paper  Mills.  In  politics  a 
Republican,  Mr.  Bither  has  been  elected  on  the 
ticket  of  that  party  to  numerous  positions  of  re- 
sponsibility. For  two  years  he  served  as  Alder- 
man, representing  the  Third  Ward  in  the  City 
Council,  and  his  service  in  that  position  was  emi- 
nently satisfactory  to  his  constituents.  As  the  re- 
sult of  good  judgment  in  business  investments,  he 
lias  accumulated  a  competency  and  owns  three 
handsome  residences  in  the  city  of  Niles,  besides 
other  valuable  property. 


^^m>^^-m. 


'Qy^ 


ERRY  C.  WIMER.  Among  the  residents 
of  Coloma,  Berrien  County,  who  are  spend- 
^  ing  their  declining  years  in  the  enjoyment 
of  peace  and  plenty  obtained  by  their  in- 
dustrious efforts  and  good  management,  and  se- 
cure in  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  them,  are 
Perry  C.  Wimer  and  his  good  wife.  Our  subject 
was  born  in  Greene  County,  Pa.,  on  St.  Valentine's 
Day,  1848,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Betsey 
(Spicher)   Wimer. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Somerset 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He 
belonged  to  the  German  Baptist  Church,  in  which 
he  worked  faithfully,  and  died  in  Greene  County, 
Pa,,  in   1856,  leaving  a  wit\i  and  family  of  chil- 
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dreii.  Our  subject's  mother  was  also  a  native  of 
Somerset  County,  and  after  her  union  with  Mr. 
Wimer  became  the  mother  of  thirteen  children, 
seven  of  whom  reached  mature  years.  The  chil- 
dren are  as  follows:  Murray,  of  Kansas;  George, 
deceased;  William,  who  lives  in  Pennsylvania; 
Frederick,  a  resident  of  Wayne  County, Ohio;  and 
Elizabeth,  deceased.  After  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, Mrs.  Wimer  married  John  Safford  and  died 
in  1869. 

Mr.  Wimer  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  his  fa- 
ther's farm,  receiving  only  a  meagre  education, 
and  in  1852,  after  his  father  died,  he  with  his 
mother  and  two  younger  sisters  emigrated  to  this 
State  and  located  two  miles  north  of  Coloma. 
Here  they  settled  down  to  begin  the  struggle  for 
existence.  Perry  working  on  the  farm  by  the  month 
for  three  years,  and  afterward  finding  employment 
in  a  sawmill  for  the  same  length  of  time.  He  then 
came  to  Coloma  and  worked  in  a  gristmill  be- 
longing to  Sawyer  Bail,  and  it  was  there  that 
he  mot  with  the  accident  in  which  he  lost  his  left 
hand.  In  1873,  our  subject  formed  a  partnership 
with  Mr.  Ball  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
fruit  packages,  continuing  in  this  for  two  years, 
at  which  time  he  bought  out  his  partner  and  has 
ever  since  run  the  business  alone.  He  began  with 
the  help  qf  but  eight  men,  but  now  has  in  his  em- 
ploy from  (ovty  to  fifty  and  realizes  a  lucrative 
trade.  Mr.  Wimer  is  also  the  possessor  of  thirty- 
five  acres  of  land  near  the  village,  and  owns  a 
number  of  fine  pieces  of  propert}^  in  Coloma. 

Politicall3%  our  subject  is  a  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican principles  and  platform.  The  marriage 
of  Mr.  Wimer  and  Miss  Sarah  J.  Dobbyn  was  cele- 
brated November  15,  1867.  Mrs.  Wimer  was  born 
in  Kent  County,  Canada,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Catherine  (McDermid)  Dobbj^n.  Henry 
Dobbyn  was  of  Irish  extraction  and  came  from  his 
native  country  to  Michigan  in  1857.  His  wife 
was  born  in  Scotland.  Our  subject,  after  his  mar- 
riage, became  the  father  of  eight  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living,  namely:  Elwood  C,  who  is  a 
man  of  excellent  business  qualities,  and  was  edu- 
cated at  Ann  Arbor  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  business  departments;  Joseph  L.; 
John  H.,  Catherine  E.  and  Florence  L.     The  other 


three  children  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wimer 's  home  is  the  abode  of  pleasant  hospitality 
and  their  niany  friends  often  find  a  cordial  wel- 
come beneath  its  roof. 


whose  residence  is  located  in 
a  leading  farmer  of  this 
ine  farm  attests  by  its 
oductiveness  the  excellent 
qualities  of  thoroughness  and  system  which  mark 
the  owner.  He  inherits  all  his  industry  and  en- 
terprise from  his  German  ancestors,  no  doubt,  and 
is  progressive  and  thorough-going  in  a  marked  de- 
gree. The  Houser  family  came  to  America  prior 
to  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  the  decendants  be- 
came worthy  and  upright  citizens  of  this  country. 

M.  B.  Houser  was  born  in  the  Buckeye  State 
August  21,  1831,  and  was  the  third  in  order  of 
seven  children  born  to  Henry  and  Mary  (Brown) 
Houser,  the  former  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  the 
latter  of  North  Carolina.  Henry  Houser  came  to 
Michigan  in  1836  or  '37,  and  settled  in  the  woods 
of  Cass  County.  At  that  time  Indians  were  num- 
erous, and  there  were  very  few  white  settlers.  He 
purchased  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  with  a  few 
improvements  and  engaged  strictly  as  a  farmer. 
He  held  very  few  offices,  but  was  Supervisor  of 
the  township.  Township  Clerk,  School  Director 
and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  took  quite  an  ac- 
tive part  in  politics,  and  was  a  prominent  Whig 
in  his  day.  His  wife  died  in  Cass  County,  and 
he  followed  her  to  the  grave  in  1880,  when 
seventy-five  yi^sLvs  of  age.  Of  the  seven  children 
born  to  this  worthy  couple  all  are  living  except 
two.  Daniel,  the  eldest,  died  in  childhood;  S.  M. 
resides  in  Howard  Township,  Cass  County;  M.  B. 
is  our  subject;  Ely  is  deceased;  William  resides  in 
Cass  County;  Maiy  E.,  wife  of  Joshua  Lants,  re- 
sides  near  Dodge  City,  Kan.;  and  Martha  J.  makes 
her  home  in  Cass  County. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  educated  in  the 
comnion  schools  of  Cass  County  and  in  the  State 
Normal  at  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  receiving  his  diploma 


660 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


from  that  institution.  He  was  granted  a  life  cer- 
tificate to  teach  anywhere  in  the  State,  and  after 
this  passed  his  time  teaching  during  the  winter 
and  tilling  the  soil  during  the  summer  seasons.  In 
1855  he  went  to  Kansas,  but  returned  the  same 
year,  and  subsequently  engaged  in  teaching  at 
Quincy,  III.  In  1856  he  returned  to  Kansas  and  was 
theie  during  the  John  Brown  trouble.  Returning 
to  the  East  in  1858,  he  stopped  in  Illinois  for  some 
time  and  then  came  home.  In  1861,  when  the 
war  cloud  hung  darkly  over  the  nation,  he  assisted 
in  raising  Company  A,  of  the  Twelfth  Michigan 
Infantry,  and  served  witn  considerable  distinction 
for  one  year.  He  was  mustered  in  as  a  private, 
but  was  soon  promoted  to  be  First  Sergeant.  He 
refused  the  office  of  First  Lieutenant  when  first 
entering  the  service.  Mr.  Houser  participated  in 
the  first  battle  of  Shiloh  only,  as  on  account  of 
disability  he  was  discharged  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  in 
1862. 

In  1860,  previous  to  entering  the  army,  Mr. 
Houser  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
his  present  farm,  and  to  this  has  since  added 
eighty  acres  more,  thus  making  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  excellent  land.  His  first  farm  was 
heavily  timbered,  but  he  went  to  work  and  with 
much  hard  labor  succeeded  in  clearing  it.  On  this 
farm  in  1890  sprang  up  the  pretty  little  village 
of  Barroda.  Mr.  Houser  being  anxious  to  establish 
a  depot,  gave  the  railroad  considerable  property 
for  that  purpose,  and  then  laid  out  his  land  in  lots, 
which  he  sold  very  cheap.  On  his  farm  he  now 
has  one  of  the  largest  shipping  points  on  the  rail- 
road in  this  section  for  fruits  of  all  kinds.  He  has 
under  cultivation  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
acres,  and  has  one  of  the  handsomest  rural  homes 
in  the  township,  if  not  in  the  county.  Everything 
about  the  place  indicates  him  to  be  a  man  of  prog- 
ress and  enterprise,  and  reflects  the  greatest  credit 
upon  his  management. 

In  political  matters  our  subject  has  ever  taken 
an  active  part,  and  is  quite  an  active  Republican. 
He  has  frequently  been  a  delegate  to  the  county 
conventions,  and  is  a  public-spirited  and  valuable 
citizen.  Previous  to  the  war  he  was  noted  through- 
out the  county  in  which  he  resided  as  being  greatly 
opposed    to   slavery.     In  his    younger   days  Mi'» 


Houser  was  celebrated  for  his  penmanship,  and 
frequently  taught  writing-schools.  At  one  time 
he  taught  a  writing-school  in  Bloomfield,  Iowa, 
and  for  his  pupils  had  the  County  Clerk,  County 
Judge  and  County  Attorney.  Gen.  Weaver  was 
also  one  of  his  pupils,  and  Mr.  Houser  found  him 
an  apt  scholar.  The  clerk,  Judge  and  attorney 
became  noted  men  during  and  after  the  war,  either 
in  Iowa  or  Missouri. 

In  1880  Mr.  Houser  was  married  in  Michigan  to 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Gun  tie,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Elias  and  Sarah  (Hoops)  Guntle.  the  father 
also  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Guntle  were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Emily, 
wife  of  D.  Whittle,  of  Kansas;  William  A.,  of  In- 
diana; Louisa,  deceased;  Sarah  A.,  wife  of  our 
subject;  John  A.,  of  Kansas;  Ellen  E.,  wife  of 
Thomas  J.  Chivington,  of  Indiana;  and  Evan  A., 
deceased.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Houser  have  been- 
born  five  children:  Addie  Z.  and  Alta  F.  (twins), 
born  December  28,  1880;  Mabel  B.,  born  April  15, 
1883;  and  Zadaa  G.  and  Edith  P.  (twins),  born 
July  28,  1885.  Mr.  Houser  has  been  a  Mason  for 
many  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Houser  are  in  religi- 
ous belief  stanch  Universalists,  although  not  mem- 
bers of  any  church. 


^^^ 


J^OHN  H.  STOVER.  The  agricultural  part 
of  any  community  is  the  bone  and  sinew 
from  which  come  the  strength  and  vigor 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  affairs  of  manufac- 
ture, commerce  and  the  State.  When  the  farming 
people  are  composed  of  men  and  women  of  cour- 
age, enterprise,  intelligence  and  integrity,  pros- 
perity will  attend  all  departments  of  activity,  and 
this  is  pre-eminently  the  case  in  Berrien  County, 
Mich.;  and  among  those  who  hold  high  rank  as  a 
tiller  of  the  soil  is  Mr.  Stover,  who  springs  from  a 
good  old  family  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  born 
in  Centre  County,  Pa.,  May  30,  1840,  and  is  a  son 
of  Samuel  and  Catherine  (Warntz)  Stover,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  that  State  also. 

Samuel  Stover  was  a  shoeuiaj^er  by  trade  an(^ 


PORTRAIT  ANE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


661 


followed  the  same  in  his  native  State  until  his 
death,  when  seventy-three  years  of  age.  To  his 
marriage  were  born  seven  children,  two  sons  and 
five  daughters.  John  H.  Stover,  the  eldest  of  the 
children,  was  reared  in  his  native  State  and  there 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  On 
the  5th  of  October,  1862,  he  was  married  in  Penn- 
sylvania to  Miss  Sarah  C.  Plotner,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  the  Keystone  State  and  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Sarah  Plotner.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Plotner 
removed  to  Cass  Countj^  Mich.,  near  Kd wards- 
burgh,  in  1870,  and  there  they  now  reside. 

Our  subject  and  family  made  their  home  in 
Pennsylvania  until  1870,  when  they  removed  to 
Michigan  and  located  in  Cass  County.  There  they 
resided  for  eight  years  and  then  removed  to  near 
their  present  location,  where  they  made  their  home 
until  1890,  when  Mr.  Stover  bought  his  present 
property.  This  is  located  ten  miles  southeast  of 
St.  Joseph  and  contains  over  one  hundred  and 
fifty-one  acres.  All  his  farming  operations  are 
conducted  in  a  manner  reflecting  credit  upon 
himself  and  his  management.  The  farm  is  in  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  the  improvements  are  all 
good, and  Mr.  Stover  ranks  among  the  representa- 
tive agriculturists  of  the  county. 

Ten  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Stover,  seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  as  follows: 
Samuel,  William,  Edward,  Eugene,  George,  Ray, 
Clarence;  Virgia,  wife  of  Ameal  Metsger;  Cora, 
wife  of  Albert  Metsger;  and  Edith,  at  home.  In 
1881  our  subject  was  elected  Townshij)  Treasurer, 
and  after  serving  in  that  capacity  for  two  years 
was  elected  Township  Supervisor,  which  position 
he  filled  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  for  five 
consecutive  terms.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Review  here,  and  was  on  the  School 
Board  in  Cass  County  while  residing  there.  In  1893 
he  was  eftcted  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  now  settles 
the  petty  difficulties  of  his  township  in  a  manner 
reflecting  credit  upon  himself  and  to  the  evident 
satisfaction  of  the  people.  He  was  elected  Drain 
Commissioner  one  year,  but  did  not  qualify.  Pub- 
lic-si)irited  and  enterprising,  Mr.  Stover  is  one  of 
the  representative  men  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Stover  has  been  a  member  of  the  Independ 
ent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  during  almost  his  entire 


residence  in  Michigan,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of 

the  Grange  and  P^ncampment.     He  represented  his 

lodge   in    the  Grand  Lodge  in  Detroit,  is  deeply 

'    interested  in  all  things  pertaining  to  his  order,  and 


holds  membership  in  Royalton  Lodge  No.  373.  Mr. 
Stover  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  McClellan 
and  was  elected  to  his  various  offices  by  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  His  parents  were  members  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church.  His  wife  is  a  Lutheran 
in  her  relifjious  belief. 


V_ 


^^♦E 


ylLLlAM  E.  SYMS,  a  prominent  paper 
manufacturer  of  Michigan,  and  the  owner 
of  a  large  mill  at  Watervliet,  was  born  in 
Litchfield,  Kennebec  County,  Me.,  October  29, 
1838,  being  the  son  of  John  and  Clarissa  (Blake) 
S3^ms,  both  natives  of  Maine.  In  his  youth  he 
was  a  stage-driver,  but  later  in  life  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  teamster.  He  inherited  the  per- 
severance and  energy  of  a  long  line  of  English 
forefathers.  In  his  religious  views  he  was  a  Free- 
will Baptist,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  that  denomination. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  four  sons  and 
one  daughter,  William  E.  being  the  third  son.  He 
received  a  high  school  education  at  Gardiner,  Me., 
to  which  place  his  father  had  removed  in  his  boy- 
hood. At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  commenced  to 
work  as  a  ship-joiner,  and  followed  that  occupa- 
tion for  one  season,  after  which  he  entered  a 
paper-mill,  owned  by  Richards  &  Iloskins,  at 
Gardiner.  Three  years  afterward  he  resigned  that 
position,  and,  removing  to  Lawrence,  Mass.,  be- 
came an  employe  in  the  paper-mill  owned  and 
operated  by  S.  S.  Crocker,  where  for  six  years  he 
filled  the  position  of  foreman.  Thence  he  went 
to  Westminster,  Mass.,  and  spent  three  years  in, 
that  city,  going  from  there  in  1870  to  Holyoke, 
Mass.,  and  filling  the  position  of  Superintendent 
of  the  Crocker  Manufacturing  Company  until  1881. 

Forming  a  business  connection  with  George  E. 
Dudley,  under  the  firm  name  of  the  Syms  &  Dud- 
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ley  Paper  Company,  Mr.  Syms  erected  a  mill  at 
Holyoke,  Mass.,  and  for  a  number  of  years  suc- 
cessfully conducted  this  enterprise.  In  1892  he 
disposed  of  his  property,  and,  coming  to  Water- 
vliet,  built  a  large  mill  for  the  manufacture  of 
writing  and  book  paper.  This  he  still  operates, 
and  with  continually  increasing  success.  In  his 
political  opinions  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
served  as  Alderman  and  in  other  positions  of 
trust,  where  his  high  talents  were  utilized  for  the 
benefit  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Socially,  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Knights  Tem- 
plar, and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
The  lady  who  presides  over  Mr.  Syms'  pleasant 
home  was  known  in  former  years  by  the  name  of 
Lucinda  A.  Harriman,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Ransom  and  Sal  lie  Harriman,  prominent  residents 
of  Lawrence,  Mass.  One  child  has  blessed  the 
union,  Bert  L.  Socially,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Syms  are 
highly  regarded  in  the  village  of  Watervliet,  and 
liave  a  host  of  warm  personal  friends  in  this  com- 
munity. In  the  Baptist  Church  they  are  active 
and  earnest  workers,  and  contribute  with  gener- 
osity to  religious  and  benevolent  projects.  As  a 
business  man,  Mr.  Syms  possesses  the  traits  of 
character  which  are  conducive  to  success,  and 
through  excellent  management  he  has  already  se- 
cured a  position  among  the  successful  manufac- 
turers of  the  State. 


"^1^ 
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J'OHN  N.  McCOY.  As  another  illustration 
of  the  success  which  almost  invariably 
crowns  the  exertions  of  the  intelligent 
worker,  mention  should  be  made  of  Mr. 
McCoy,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Cass  County  and 
the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  located  on  section  30, 
LaG range  Township.  The  tract  of  land  owned 
and  operated  by  him  has  been  brought  to  a  high 
degree  of  cultivation  through  his  arduous  labors, 
and  has  been  embellished  with  substantial  build- 
ings adapted  to  their  varied  purposes.  From  a 
small  tract,  including  only  fifty-eight  acres,  he 
gradually  enlarged  his  possessions  until  he  is  now 


the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  acres 
of  improved  land.  A  few  words  with  reference 
to  the  parents  of  our  subject  will  not  be  amiss.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Herman  McCoy,  was  a  farmer 
in  the  county  of  Montgomery,  Va.,  where  he  was 
born  and  also  where  he  died.  The  father  of  our 
subject,  Richard  McCoy,  became  self  supporting 
when  a  mere  lad,  and  upon  establishing  a  home  of 
his  own  married  Miss  Mary  Sifford,  the  ceremony 
which  united  their  lives  being  performed  in  Vir- 
ginia, where  the  three  eldest  children  in  the  fam- 
ily were  born.  In  a  very  early  day,  Mr.  McCoy 
came  to  Michigan,  and  entered  a  tract  of  land  in 
Pokagon  Township,  Cass  County.  Though  com- 
mencing a  poor  man,  without  capital  other  than 
liis  own  industrious  habits,  he  accumulated  con- 
siderable property  and  gained  a  comfortable 
amount  of  this  world's  goods.  Politically,  he  was 
a  Democrat,  and  always  voted  with-  that  party. 
His  death  occurred  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  about  seventeen  years  of  age.  The  wife  and 
mother  survived  him  a  number  of  years,  passing 
away  in  1885. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  seven  sons 
and  seven  daughters,  three  of  whom  died  young. 
There  are  now  living  six  sons  and  five  daughters. 
Born  in  Pokagon  Township,  Cass  County,  on  the 
20th  of  January,  1835,  John  N.  McCoy  remained 
at  home  with  his  mother  until  he  was  twenty-one, 
meanwhile  receiving  limited  educational  advant- 
ages and  devoting  his  time  principally  to  farm 
labor.  Upon  reaching  his  majority,  he  began 
working  by  the  month,  and  for  three  years  contin- 
ued thus  occupied.  Upon  making  his  first  pur- 
chase of  land,  he  bought  fifty-eight  acres,  to  which 
he  added  from  time  to  time  as  opportunity  of- 
fered, until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty-two  acres. 

The  lady  who  on  the  25th  of  December,  1858, 
bcarae  the  wife  of  Mr.  McCoy  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Sarah  McDaniels  and  is  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Sarah  (Moats)  McDaniels.  She  was 
reared  in  Pokagon  Township,  there  married  and 
has  spent  most  of  her  life  in  Cass  County.  She  is 
a  devoted  wife  and  tender  mother,  bestowing 
every  care  and  attention  upon  her  children,  Clarie 
E.,  David   R.  and   Parry  W.     While  nominally  a 
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Democrat,  Mr.  McCoy  in  reality  is  non-partisan 
and  casts  the  weight  of  his  influence  and  ballot 
for  the  man  whom  he  deems  best  qualified  for  tlie 
particular  office  in  question,  irrespective  of  polit- 
ical affiliations. 


AUNDERS  L.  VAN  CAMP,  prominently 
identified  with  the  history  of  Berrien 
Count3%  Mich.,  since  1866,  has  held  with 
efficiency  various  offices  of  trust  in  Benton 
Township,  and  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  this  part  of  the  State.  Mr.  Van  Camp 
is  a  descendant  of  distinguished  lineage.  His  re- 
mote ancestors  were  Hollanders  by  birth,  but  his 
[)aternal  great-great-grandfather  emigrating  to 
America,  founded  the  branch  of  the  famil}^  famous 
in  the  early  annals  of  our  country.  The  pateinal 
grandfather,  Moses  Van  Camp,  was  a  native  of  the 
Dutch  Colony  of  New  York,  and  was  one  of  the 
original  founders  of  the  city  of  Albanj^  Later 
Moses  Van  Camp  figured  conspicuously  in  the  set- 
tlement and  progress  of  western  Pennsylvania, 
and,  a  man  of  earnest  purpose,  sterling  character 
and  executive  ability,  was  a  most  important  factor 
in  the  development  of  the  best  interests  of  the 
Middle  States.  The  parents  of  our  subject,  Gar- 
rett and  Julia  A.  (Saunders)  Van  Camp,  were 
natives  of  New  York.  The  father  was  born  in 
Genesee  County.  The  birthplace  of  the  mother 
was  Otsego.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Capt. 
Elisha  Saunders,  served  with  courage  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Lundy's 
l^ane. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
lie  attained  to  mature  age,  and  in  1862,  answering 
the  call  of  the  Government,  enlisted  in  Company 
A,  One  Hundred  and  Forl3^-fifth  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  and  having  served  two  years  and  three 
months  was  wounded  at  Gettj^sburg  and  from 
the  effects  was  confined  in  the  hospital.  Mr.  Van- 
Camp  actively  participated  in  the  battles  of  Antie- 
tam,  Chancellorsville,  Fredericksburgh  and  Gettys- 


burg. The  war  ended,  he  returned  to  his  home, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1865  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Abbie  A.  Pettis,  the  following  year, 
1866,  journeying  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  where 
husband  and  wife  settled  in  the  dense  timber. 
The  eighty  acres,  entirely  covered  with  wood, 
was  in  time  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  Mr.  Van  Camp  has  converted  the  once  wilder- 
ness into  an  orchard  of  fruit,  giving  his  attention 
mainly  to  the  culture  of  peaches.  The  beautiful 
residence  and  other  substantial  improvements  ren- 
der the  homestead  one  of  the  most  attractive  in 
Berrien  County.  Two  of  the  three  children  born 
unto  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  survive. 
Eda  H.  is  the  wife  of  W.  L.  Strome,  of  Berrien 
County;  Ralph  L.  is  the  youngest  born;  and  Neal 
G.  died  in  infancy. 

Fraternally,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  George 
H.  Thomas  Post  No.  14,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Benton  Harbor, 
and  much  enjoys  the  reunions  of  the  tried  and 
true.  He  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow  of  the  subordin- 
ate and  encampment  lodges.  Politically,  Mr. 
Van  Camp  is  a  Republican,  and  was  twice  elected 
Treasurer  of  BeVrien  County  and  with  ability  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  the  office  from  1883  to  1887. 
He  also  for  several  years  occupied  the  position  of 
Supervisor  of  the  township,  and  in  this  capacity 
did  much  for  the  progressive  interests  and  mutual 
welfare  of  his  fellow-townsmen,  to  whom  his  pub- 
lic work  gave  unbounded  satisfaction. 

Bevil  H.  Van  Camp,  a  prosperous  and  leading 
horticulturist  of  Benton  Township,  Berrien  Count}, 
Mich.,  born  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Erie  C'oun- 
ty,  Pa.,  in  1845,  lemained  there  until  he  had 
arrived  at  manhood.  He  received  a  good  common- 
school  education  and  enjoyed  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion in  the  Normal  School.  In  1870,  Mr.  Van 
Camp  was  married  in  the  Quaker  State  to  Miss 
Margaret  L.  Evans,  daughter  of  Joshua  Evans, 
who  came  to  Coloraa,  Mich.,  in  1880,  and  aboiit  two 
years  before  his  death,  in  March,  1893,  he  made  his 
home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Van  Camp. 

Our  subject  settled  with  his  wife  in  Berrien 
County  in  1875,  and  purchased  a  part  of  the  farm 
now  owned  by  his  elder  brother.  In  1885,  he  bought 
the  ninety  acres  of  timber  land  which,  cleared, 
cultivated   and  improved,  is  now  a  most  valuable 
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homebtead.  The  farm  is  devoted  mostly  to  the 
culture  of  fruit  and  berries,  Mr.  Van  Camp  being 
particularly  successful  in  the  handling  of  straw- 
berries and  peaches.  One  son,  George,  is  at  home 
and  assists  his  father  in  the  conduct  of  the  farm. 
Maud,  the  little  daughter,  died  in  infancy,  and 
Robert  passed  away  when  a  child.  Our  subject, 
in  common  with  his  father  and  five  brothers,  is  a 
stanch  Republican.  In  April,  1893,  he  was  elected 
Treasurer  of  Benton  Township,  and  is  now  giving 
a  portion  of  his  time  to  the  duties  of  that  respon- 
sible office.  Fraternally,  he  is  connected  with  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  has  man}^ 
warm  friends  within  the  order.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Van  Camp  are  valued  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Benton  Harbor  and  liberally 
aid  in  the  extension  of  its  good  work  and  influ- 
ence. The}'  are  widely  known  and  are  identified 
with  the  social  and  benevolent  enterprises  of  their 
home  locality,  commanding  the  esteem  of  the  en- 
tire community  by  which  they  are  surrounded. 


mmm 


J'  AMES  E.  FULTON  is  a  wide-awake  citizen 
of  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  as  he  has 
resided  here  ever  since  his  birth,  on  the  13th 
.^^^y  of  May,  1851,  the  people  have  had  every 
opportunity  to  judge  of  his  character  and  qualifi- 
cations as  a  man  of  affairs,  and  naught  has  ever 
been  said  derogatory  to  his  honor.  He  has  ever 
shown  himself  to  be  endowed  with  superior  abil- 
ity, and  his  comprehensive  knowledge  of  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  together  with  the  soundness  of  his 
judgment,  has  secured  him  prompt  recognition  in 
this  section. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Alexander  and 
Sarah '(Gard)  Fulton,  were  natives  of  Ohio  and 
Indiana,  respectively,  the  father  born  in  1807. 
The  latter,  with  three  brothers,  came  to  Michigan 
at  an  early  date,  and  settled  in  Cass  County,  in  Lit- 
tle Prairie  Ronde,  where  he  resided  a  short  time. 
He  then  removed  to  Berrien  County  in  1840,  and 
bought  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
in  Royalton  Township.     In  addition    to   that  he 


bought  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  near  Tryon 
Corners.  He  was  a  man  of  superior  mental  en- 
dowments, and,  being  industrious  and  enterprising, 
he  was  almost  certain  to  prosper.  The  remainder 
of  his  days  was  passed  in  tilling  the  soil,  and  he 
died  in  the  year  1863,  respected  and  honored  by 
every  one.     His  wife  had  passed  away  in  1853. 

The  five  children  born  to  the  above-mentioned 
union  were  named  in  the  order  of  their  births  as 
follows:  Margaret,  Elizabeth,  John  B.,  David  and 
James  E.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  our 
subject's  father  was  married  to  Louisa  Tryon,  and 
by  her  had  one  son,  Alexander  H.  All  these  are 
now  deceased  except  James  and  Alexander  H.,  the 
former,  our  subject,  being  fifth  in  order  of  birth. 
He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  county,  and 
his  time  in  youth  was  divided  between  assisting 
his  father  in  clearing  his  farm  of  the  heavy  timber 
with  which  it  was  covered,  and  in  attending  the 
district  schools,  where  he  secured  a  fair  education. 
Being  gifted  with  more  than  the  average  degree  of 
intelligence  and  shrewdness,  It  was  but  natural 
that  when  starting  out  for  himself  he  should 
choose  agricultural  pursuits  as  his  occupation  in 
life,  and  that  he  should  make  a  decided  success  of 
that  calling. 

In  the  year  1888  Mr.  Fulton  was  married  to 
Miss  Alice  Helmick,  a  native  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union  are  two  chil- 
dren, Robert  Alexander  and  Stanley  H.  Mr.  Ful- 
ton is  a  prominent  citizen  in  his  township,  and  lias 
held  many  local  offices,  the  most  prominent  being 
School  Inspector,  Township  Treasurer,  Highway 
Commissioner,  and  for  several  terms  he  was  on  the 
Board  of  Review.  At  present  he  is  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  Royalton  Township,  and  discharges  the 
duties  incumbent  upon  that  office  in  a  creditable 
and  very  satisfactory  manner. 

Our  subject  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
resides  in  1884,  eight  miles  south  of  St.  Joseph, 
and  has  resided  there  ever  since.  He  is  the  owner 
of  seventy  acres,  and  has  them  all  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  At  present  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Cass  County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany. Mr.  Fulton  joined  Lodge  No.  15,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  at  Schoolcraft,  soon  after  attaining  his  major- 
ity, but  he  soon  afterward  withdrew  and  joined  at 
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Tryon  Corners.  Mi-s.  Fulton  is  a  Seventh-Day 
Adventist.  Mr.  Fulton's  parents  were  members  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church.  Grandfather  Gard 
was  an  early  settler  of  Berrien  County,  and  here 
the  closing  scenes  of  his  life  were  passed.  The 
Fulton  family  settled  in  the  Buckeye  State  at  a 
very  early  period,  and  there  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject  followed  the  blacksmith  trade.  He 
was  an  Indian  scout  for  some  time. 


[-S1)ENJAMIN  COOPER,  a  prominent  and  in- 
'^"^    fluential  citizen  of  Dowagiac,  Cass  County, 


Mich.,  has  now  retired  from  the  active  du- 
ties of  business,  and  in  the  evening  of  his 
days  enjoys  the  competence  earned  by  persevering 
and  intelligent  industry.  In  very  early  life  a 
farmei',  Mr.  Cooper  soon  abandoned  the  tilling  of 
the  soil,  and  entered  into  a  profitable  and  exten- 
sive quarry  business,  in  which  he  remained  contin- 
uously until  about  three  months  since,  finally  dis- 
posing of  his  business  interests  in  April,  1893. 

Our  subject  was  born  while  his  parents  were  on 
a  journey  from  their  birthplace  in  New  York  State 
to  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  date  of  Mr.  Cooper's 
birth  was  September  19,  1820.  The  father  and 
mother  later  removed  from  Cincinnati,  and  made 
their  home  in  Big  Island  Township,  Marion  Coun- 
ty, the  same  State.  Benjamin  Cooper  was  four- 
teen years  of  age  when,  for  the  third  time,  his  par- 
ents changed  their  locality  and  came  from  Ohio  to 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  in  the  year  1834.  The  father 
spent  all  of  his  early  life  in  his  native  State,  New 
York,  and  served  bravely  as  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812.  He  was  a  man  of  high  courage  and  great 
endurance,  and  was  a  representative  pioneer  of 
the  West.  He  died  in  Michigan,  passing  away  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years. 

The  paternal  grandfather,  John  Cooper,  emi- 
grated to  this  country  from  England,  and  was  in 
early  youth  when  he  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic.  He 
settled  first  in  Canada,  afterward  located  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and   later  made  his  permanent  residence 


in  New  York,  where  he  married  and  reared  a  large 
family,  who  lived  to  adult  age  and  occupied  use- 
ful and  influential  positions  in  life.  Our  subject 
received  a  common-school  education,  and  was 
naturally  possessed  of  fine  business  qualifications. 
He  had  only  reached  his  majority  when  he  assumed 
the  cares  of  a  family,  and  was  married  in  February, 
1841,  to  Miss  Lorinda  Mowry,  who  was  a  resident 
of  Honora  Township.  This  estimable  lady,  who 
died  in  1880,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  but 
passed  the  greater  part  of  her  life  in  the  West.  In 
1863,  Mr.  Cooper  came  to  Dowagiac  and  built  his 
first  residence  in  the  city.  His  substantial  dwell- 
ing was  erected  on  the  property  sold  six  years 
ago  to  P.  D.  Beck  with,  and  stood  on  the  spot 
where  Fred  E.  Lee,  the  manager  of  the  Beckwith 
estate,  is  now  building  a  magnificent  home,  one  of 
the  most  finely  appointed  structures  and  costly 
residences  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Cooper  first  entered  the  quarry  business  in 
company  with  Joel  Andrews,  but  the  two  had  been 
partners  for  only  a  few  months  when  their  prop- 
erty was  entirely  destroyed  by  fire.  With  invin- 
cible hope  and  courage  our  subject  again  tried  the 
business  by  himself,  and  was  a  second  time  a  total 
loser  b}^  fire.  Undaunted,  he  subsequently  formed 
a  partnership  in  the  quarry  business  in  connection 
with  J.  F.  Moshier.  This  latter  partnership  con- 
tinuously endured  for  twent^^-seven  j^ears,  the 
business  extending  its  limits  rapidly,  and  yielding 
lucrative  results.  The  two  long-time  partners,  old 
friends,  tried  and  true,  yet  hold  real  estate  in  com- 
mon, and  still  enjoy  close  companionship. 

November  2,  1881,  Mr.  Cooper  a  second  time 
entered  into  matrimony,  and  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mrs.  Parker,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  MsLvy  A.  (Brownell)  Wilder,  of  New  York 
State.  In  1864,  the  Wilders  settled  in  Dowagiac, 
where  the  father,  a  highly  respected  citizen,  died 
in  1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  The  mother 
survived  until  1892,  and  was  at  the  time  of  her 
demise  seventy-seven  years  of  age. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooper  have  shared  the  benefits  of 
extensive  travel  in  the  United  States,  and  are 
known  in  their  own  home  locality  as  liberal  and 
progressive,  always  ready  to  render  assistance  in 
social,  benevolent  and  religious  enterprise.     Fra- 
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teinally,  our  subject  has  affiliated  with  the  An- 
cient Free  &  Accepted  Masons  since  1860,  and  was 
made  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  in  Pokagon. 
Although  never  an  office-seeker,  Mr.  Cooper  is  in- 
terested in  Governmental  issues,  and  is  an  ardent 
advocate  for  the  elevation  of  the  masses. 


^+^ 


j^_ 


[^~ 


,R.  SOL  MAUDLIN.  Tlie  value  to  any 
community  of  a  professional  man  is  not 
^'  marked  merely  by  his  learning  and  skill,  his 
proficiency  in  medical  and  surgical  practice,  but 
also  by  his  character,  both  private  and  profes- 
sional, his  honorable  adherence  to  medical  ethics, 
and  his  personal  integrity  and  benevolence  of  pur- 
pose. When  a  physician  combines  these  cliarac- 
teristics,  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  record  his  life 
work,  and  such  a  man  do  we  find  in  Dr.  Sol 
Maudlin.  This  gentleman,  who  is  one  of  the 
prominent  physicians  of  Berrien  Countj^,  is  also 
one  of  its  most  active  and  substantial  business 
men.  He  has  been  practicing  medicine  in  this 
county  since  1867,  and  for  twenty-six  years  he  has 
been  kept  busy  following  his  profession.  Since 
1885  he  has  only  been  doing  a  large  office  prac- 
tice. As  he  operates  a  farm  of  sixty-six  acres, 
he  is  also  engaged  quite  extensively  in  fruit- 
raising. 

Dr.  Maudlin  is  a  product  of  Indiana,  born  in 
Henry  County  August  27,  1832,  and  is  the  eldest 
of  nine  children  born  to  Barnabas  and  Martha 
(Hodge)  Maudlin,  natives  respectively  of  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia.  The  parents  were  mar- 
ried in  the  Old  Dominion,  and  there  the  father 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  for  some  time.  At 
an  early  day  they  removed  to  Indiana,  and  the 
father's  death  occurred  in  St.  Joseph  County.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Friends.  Dr. 
Maudlin  received  his  literary  education  in  Henry 
and  Madison  Counties,  Ind.,  and  when  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age  he  attended  his  first  course  of 
lectures  at  the  Eclectic  Medical  School,  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio.  The  breaking  out  of  the  war  put  a 
stop  to  his    medical  studies   for  the  time  being. 


and  November  5,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
G,  Fifteenth  United  States  Infantry,  and  was  at- 
tached to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Our  subject  enlisted  as  a  private  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Florence 
and  Stone  River.  He  was  injured  at  the  battle 
of  Corinth,  but  returned  to  the  army  shortly  after- 
ward and  participated  in  the  other  battles  men- 
tioned, besides  numerous  skirmishes.  Although 
captured  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  he  only  remained  a 
prisoner  nine  days,  when  he  succeeded  in  making 
his  escape.  The  Doctor  was  then  in  the  battle  of 
Lookout  Mountain,  during  Hooker's  charge,  and, 
being  stationed  in  the  bend  of  the  river,  had  a 
fine  view  of  it  all.  He  was  discharged  on  the 
7th  of  November,  1864,  on  Lookout  Mountain, 
within  the  Georgia  line,  and  went  direct  from 
there  to  Muscatine,  Iowa.  After  remaining  in 
that  city  for  four  months,  he  returiied  to  Indi- 
ana and  began  practicing  his  profession. 

Having  chosen  the  eclectic  system,  our  sub- 
ject had  rather  uphill  work  in  those  days,  for 
nothing  was  considered  correct  but  the  allopatliic. 
Gradually  he  worked  himself  into  a  good  prac- 
tice,  and  there  remained  until  1868,  when  he 
came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Berrien  County. 
The  country  was  new  and  heavily  timbered  at 
that  time,  and  the  principal  business  of  the  early 
settlers  was  lumbering.  The  wood  was  shipped 
to  Chicago,  and,  as  there  were  no  railroads  pass- 
ing through  the  county,  boating  on  the  lake  was 
in  a  prosperous  condition.  I'ruit-growers  had  but 
just  started,  and  that  only  so  far  as  peaches  were 
concerned.  As  soon  as  located,  the  Doctor  opened 
up  his  practice,  and,  as  he  was  well  up  with  the 
times  in  medical  lore,  and  had  the  ability  to 
apply  his  knowledge  at  the  proper  time  and  in 
the  proper  place,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
he  had  a  large  practice.  In  1881  he  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business, and  has  since  carried  it  on, 
doing  an  annual  business  of  from  $10,000  to  $15,- 
000.  He  also  raises  peaches,  plums,  pears,  apples, 
and  much  small  fruit  on  his  farm,  and  is  one  of 
the  wide-awake,  thorough-going  men  of  the  county. 

The  Doctor  has  been  twice  married,  first  in  1867, 
to  Miss  Josephine  Gregory,  of  New  York,  and 
one  child  was  born  of  this  union,  Mary,  wife  of 
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George  Hann,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Midi.  Mrs. 
Maudlin  died  on  the  24th  of  February,  1875,  and 
on  March  1  of  the  following  year  Dr.  Maudlin 
married  Mrs.  Carrie  V.  Whipple,  nee  Watson,  a 
native  of  Indiana.  Two  children  were  born  to 
the  marriage,  but  only  one  is  now  surviving, 
Erna,  who  is  at  home.  The  Doctor  is  a  member 
of  Lake  Lodge  No.  143,  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  but  has  never  been  an  as- 
pirant for  political  preferment.  Of  a  decidedl}^ 
practical  turn  of  mind,  he  has  a  wide  circle  of 
friends  and  acquaintances,  and    is   very   popular. 


^'*^  k£^U  .lr*a  •^!V>.  f^{     mm*~^ 


J'  JOHN  E.  ROSS.  No  State  in  the  Union 
gives  greater  encouragement  to  a  man  who 
I  desires  to  devote  himself  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  fruit-raising  than  does  Michi- 
gan. Its  resources  are  almost  inexhaustible,  and 
its  climate  is  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  varied 
crops.  Mr.  Ross,  who  is  one  of  the  most  substan- 
tial and  thoroughgoing  agriculturists  of  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  has  been  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil  from  early  boyhood,  his  father,  David  C. 
Ross,  having  initiated  him  into  the  mysteries  of 
that  occupation,  and  he  thus  gained  a  good,  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  same  to  start  out  with. 

Mr.  Ross  was  born  in  Laporte  County,  Ind., 
on  the  3d  of  July  1843,  to  the  union  of  David 
C.  and  Lydia  (Richardson)  Ross,  natives  res- 
pectively of  Pennsylvania  and  Indiana.  The  fa- 
ther left  his  native  State  at  an  early  age,  and 
went  to  Indiana,  settling  in  La  Porte  County,  where 
he  was  among  the  early  settlers.  About  the  year 
1845,  he  moved  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and 
here  his  death  occurred  many  years  later.  He  was 
of  Welsh-Scotch  descent,  and  inheriting  all  the 
sterling  characteristics  of  that  national itj^ — up- 
rightness, integrity  and  industry — it  was  but  nat- 
ural that  he  should  prosper.  When  first  settling 
in  Berrien  County,  he  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land,  all  wild  and  unbroken,  and  immediately 
entered  upon  his  duties  as  an  agriculturist,  clear- 
ing, grubbing  and   making  improvements.     Mrs. 


Ross  is  still  living,  is  a  most  estimable  lady,  and 
resides  on  the  old  homestead. 

Of  the  seven  children  born  to  our  subject  and 
wife,  three  are  now  living  and  named  as  follows: 
James  A.,  Charley  and  Paul.  John  A.  Ross  passed 
his  youthful  days  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and 
secured  a  good  practical  education  in  the  schools 
of  the  same.  When  not  in  the  schoolroom  in 
youth,  he  was  engaged  in  the  arduous  duties  of 
the  farm  and  thus  gained  his  extensive  knowl- 
edge of  that  vocation.  He  possesses  all  the  attri- 
butes necessary  for  a  first-class  farmer,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  forty  acres  eight  miles  south  of  St. 
Joseph,  as  well  as  another  farm  of  forty  acres. 
Unlike  his  father,  who  was  a  Methodist,  Mr.  Ross 
holds  membership  in  the  Christian  Church,  and  his 
wife  is  also  a  member  of  that  church.  They  are 
well  respected  in  the  community  in  which  they 
live  and  are  happy  in  the  friendship  of  many 
friends.  Mr.  Ross  has  adhered  closely  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  was  for  G.  B.  McClellan. 


^>-^^<% 


^  j^ILLIAM  ADAMSON,  one  of  the  leading 
\/\jII  ^^^'"^^^s  of  Calvin  Township,  Cass  County, 
^fm  was  born  in  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  on 
the  7th  of  July,  1834,  the  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Erwin)  Adamson.  His  father  was  born  in 
Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  in  1802,  and  was  the 
son  of  James  and  Hannah  (Heald)  Adamson. 
This  family  is  of  English  and  Irish  ancestry  and 
was  a  prominent  old  Quaker  family.  Their  history 
in  this  country  dates  back  for  many  generations, 
but  the  exact  date  of  their  emigration  hither  or 
the  names  of  the  ancestors  back  of  James,  the 
grandfather  of  William,  we  have  been  unable  to 
learn. 

Grandfather  Adamson  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer  in  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  whither 
he  removed  as  early  as  1800  and  where  he  resided 
until  death  terminated  his  career.  He  had  two 
sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  John,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  the  youngest.     He  was 
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a  man  of  limited  scliooling,  but  possessed  a  good 
stock  of  natural  ability,  and  through  general  read- 
ing and  observation  atoned  to  a  large  extent  for 
his  lack  of  early  advantages.  A  hard  worker  and 
a  good  financier,  he  accumulated  a  moderate  fort- 
une, and,  what  was  better  than  that,  he  gained  the 
respect  of  all  with  whom  he  made  acqunintance. 

In  Ohio  he  married  Sarah  P>win,  and  for  many 
yeai*s  afterward  continued  to  make  his  home  in 
the  Buckeye  State.  In  1853  he  removed  from 
Ohio  to  Michigan  and  made  settlement  in  Calvin 
Township,  Cass  County,  where  he  purchased  a 
large  tract  of  land.  Coming  here  with  perhaps 
$5,000,  he  added  largely  to  this  amount,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1873,  was 
numbered  among  the  moneyed  men  of  the  county. 
He  remained  in  the  Society  of  Friends  up  to  the 
age  of  forty-five  years,  but  for  some  reason  not 
known  to  the  biographer,  he  at  tliat  age  left  the 
church  of  his  forefathers  and  never  afterward 
returned  to  its  membership.  His  wife  survived 
him  three  years  and  passed  away  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  Calvin  Townsliip,  during  the  month  of 
February,  1876. 

In  a  family  of  nine  children,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  and  at  this 
writing  (1893)  five  of  the  entire  number  are 
living.  William  grew  to  manhood  upon  liis 
father's  farm  in  Oliio,  and  had  the  advantage  of 
excellent  educational  opportunities  in  early  life. 
When  about  nineteen  years  old  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan with  his  father,  but  subsequently  returned  to 
Ohio,  where  he  completed  his  education  in  a  pri- 
vate school  at  New  Salem.  He  then  returned  to 
Michigan,  and  in  December,  1857,  married  Miss 
Mary  Ann  Norton.  This  lady  was  born  in  JefiPer- 
son  Township,  Cass  County,  in  1838,  being  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Levi  D.  Norton,  who  was  born 
in  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  in  1811,  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  1828,  being  one  of  the  very  early 
settlers  of  Cass  County.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Adamson  was  Nathan  Norton,  a  native  of 
North  Carolina. 

Tradition  says  that  long  before  the  war  for  in- 
dependence, three  brothers  by  the  name  of  Norton 
came  from  Ireland.  One  settled  in  North  Carolina 
or  Virginia,  another  went  to  Texas,  and  the  third 


established  his  home  in  Maine.  From  the  first- 
named  this  branch  of  the  Norton  iamWy  springs. 
The  grandmother  of  Levi  D.  Norton,  whose  name 
was  Dixon,  was  a  member  of  an  old  and  leading 
Quaker  family.  Mrs.  Adamson  had  two  brothers 
and  two  sisters.  Her  elder  brother,  Leonard  R., 
enlisted  in  the  defense  of  the  Union  in  1861,  and 
served  continuously  until  1866.  He  married 
Annette  Sheldon  and  is  now  a  salesman  for  J.  V. 
Farwell  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  where  he  resides. 
Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  E.  Shaw,  a 
farmer  of  Michigan,  and  the}^  have  a  family  of 
five  children.  Jane  married  Constantine  Baldwin, 
a  farmer  residing  in  Calvin  Township.  Samuel  M. 
chose  for  his  wife  Miss  Jessie  Belden,  by  whom  he 
has  three  children.     Their  home  is  in  California. 

Pleasant  Norton,  a  brother  of  Levi  D.,  was  born 
in  1806,  and  in  1826  married  Miss  Rachael  Fukery. 
Coming  to  Cass  County,  he  became  prominently 
connected  with  the  development  of  this  part  of 
Michigan.  For  eight  years  he  served  as  Super- 
visor of  Jefi:*erson  Township,  was  Treasurer  for  a 
number  of  terms  and  served  for  two  terms  in  the 
Michigan  State  Legislature.  In  his  political  be- 
lief he  was  a  life-long  Democrat.  He  died  in 
Jefferson  Township  on  the  12th  of  May,  1877,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  on  the  17th  of  March,  1887. 
Five  children  survive  them.  Levi  D.  Norton, 
father  of  Mrs.  Adamson,  resided  for  a  number  of 
years  in  Jefferson  Township,  and  from  there  re- 
moved to  Calvin  Township,  where  he  died  on  the 
9th  of  Noveml)er,  1872.  He  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Christian  Church  and  was  an  hon- 
orable, upright  man,  whom  ever3^one  respected. 
His  wife,  Martha  (Mcllvain)  Norton,  was  born  in 
Logan  County,  Ohio,  November  26,  1812,  and 
died  on  the  10th  of  January,  1883.  Religiously, 
she  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

After  their  marriage,  our  subject  and  his  wife 
settled  on  the  ])lace  where  the}^  have  ever  since 
lived.  He  has  cleared  more  than  two  hundred 
acres  of  land,  and  as  a  result  of  his  industry  and 
shrewd  business  investments,  he  gained  a  compe- 
tency and  is  now  counted  among  the  leading  and 
wealthy  men  of  the  township.  He  belongs  to  an 
old  Whig  family,  and  in  former  years  was  a 
Republican,  but  is  now  numbered  in  the   ranks  of 
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Democracy.  He  has  never  sought  or  held  office, 
with  the  exception  of  serving  on  the  School 
Board  and  in  some  minor  township  offices.  Mrs. 
Adamson  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  active 
in  all  its  good  works,  and  foremost  in  every  relig- 
ious and  benevolent  enterprise. 

Eight  children  have  been  born  to  brighten  the 
home  of  our  subject.  Frank,  who  was  born  April 
21,  1859,  died  on  the  17th  of  August,  the  same 
year;  Ross,  who  was  born  September  27,  1860, 
married  Luna  Leonard,  and  with  his  wife  and 
child  resides  in  Chippewa  Count}-,  Mich.;  Dell,  a 
promising  young  man,  lives  with  his  parents; 
Bertha  married  A.  G.  Hull  and  they  have  three 
children;  Luia  died  when  three  years  old,  and 
Nellie  was  called  home  at  the  same  age;  Estelle 
and  Kittic  are  at  home. 


^SCAR  PITCHER,  a  successful  farmer  resid- 
ing in  Watervliet  Township,  Berrien  Coun- 
'^^^  ty,  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
December  18,  1847.  His  parents,  Peter  and  Ma- 
tilda (Smith)  Pitcher,  were  natives  of  Jefferson 
County,  the  former  having  been  born  October  17, 
181 1,  and  the  latter  August  31,  1826.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Oscar,  Delia,  Viola,  Isola  and  Lillie. 
In  1868,  they  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in 
Watervliet,  where  he  died  June  8,  1885.  A  little 
more  than  two  years  afterward,  on  the  26th  of 
October,  1887,  his  wife  departed  this  life.  In  his 
political  affiliations,  he  was  a  Republican,  loyal  to 
every  principle  of  his  chosen  party.  He  was  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  an  earnest  worker  in  religious  enterprises. 
Throughout  his  entire  active  life,  he  followed  the 
occupation  of  an  agriculturist,  in  which  he  met 
with  success.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  Harmonious  Smith,  whose  wife  bore 
him  three  sons  and  one  daughter. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen,  our  subject  commenced 
to  be  a  wage-earner.  When  about  fifteen  years  of 
age,  in  September,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  service 
of  the  Union,  his  name  being  enrolled  as  a  mem- 


ber of  Company  I,  Twentieth  New  York  Cavalry. 
He  served  on  detached  duty  and  participated  in  a 
number  of  important  and  decisive  engagements. 
In  February,  1865,  he  entered  the  hospital  at 
Portsmouth,  Va.,  from  which  he  was  discharged 
on  the  7th  of  June,  1865,  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
Resuming  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  civil  life,  he  re- 
turned home  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter. 
In  1861),  he  came  to  Watervliet,  and  in  1876  pur- 
chased forty  acres  on  section  5  of  this  township. 
He  now  owns  an  eighty-acre  tract,  the  improve- 
ments on  which  have  been  made  through  his  un- 
tiring efforts. 

On  Christmas  Day,  1873,  Mr.  Pitcher  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Isabelle  Dustin,  who  was 
born  near  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  March  4,  1855,  being 
the  daughter  of  Joseph  M.  and  Jane  A.  (Easton) 
Dustin.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  Coburn  Dus- 
tin, was  a  descendant  of  English  ancestors,  and  he 
and  his  wife  reared  six  children:  Albert,  LaEay- 
ette,  Dudley,  Luke,  Joseph  M.  and  Philine.  .  Jos- 
eph M.  Dustin  was  born  in  Boston  March  20, 
1810,  and  in  his  youth  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade.  He  went  later  to  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  met  and  married  Miss  Jane  A.  p]aston. 
Subsequently  he  removed  to  Michigan  and  ar- 
rived in  Kalamazoo  County  at  a  period  so  early  in 
the  settlement  of  the  now  flourishing  city  of  Kala- 
mazoo that  it  contained  only  a  very  few  houses. 
There  he  entered  land  from  the  Government  and 
erected  a  primitive  structure,  destitute  even  of 
doors,  for  the  abode  of  his  family.  He  improved 
a  farm,  which,  as  time  passed  by,  he  embellished 
with  a  number  of  suitable  and  conveniently -ar- 
ranged buildings.  Politically,  he  was  a  strong 
Republican,  and  was  a  leader  in  his  part}^  in  the 
township.     His  death  occurred  January  6,  1866. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Pitcher  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Jane  G.  Easton,  and  was  born  in  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  December  9,  1818,  being  the 
daughter  of  Isaac  Easton,  a  farmer.  She  married 
George  Sparks  for  her  second  husband.  A  sincere 
Christian  and  a  gifted  singer,  it  was  her  custom 
in  the  pioneer  days,  when  it  was  impossible  to  se- 
cure  a  preacher  to  minister  to  the  spiritual  wants 
of  the  people,  to  preside  at  meetings,  and  fre- 
quently she  preached  funeral  sermons.     Her  nine 
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children  were:  Albert  M.,  who  served  in  the 
Civil  War;  William,  also  a  sohUer  in  the  de- 
fense of  the  Union;  Luke  E.,  Eugene,  Elizabeth, 
Frank,  Isabelle,  Mary  K,  and  Jennie.  Mr.  Pitcher 
and  his  excellent  wife  have  one  son,  Robert,  and 
the  family  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  pop- 
ular in  the  township. 


«^ 
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j)ERNON  KING.  If  to  one  class  of  people 
more  than  another  the  United  States  owes 
a  debt  of  gratitude,  it  is  to  the  hard-work- 
ing, persevering  farmers,  on  whom  our  prosperity 
as  a  nation  so  largely  depends.  Among  those  who 
for  a  long  time  followed  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Berrien  County  may  be  mentioned  the  name  of 
Mr.  King,  who  now,  in  the  twilight  of  his  useful 
existence,  lives  retired  from  active  business  cares, 
occupying  a  neat  and  comfortable  residence  on 
Lake  Avenue,  Benton  Harbor. 

On  his  father's  side  our  subject  traces  his  ances- 
try to  France  and  Ireland,  while  his  maternal 
forefathers  came  from  England.  Grandfather  Job 
King  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  which  State 
was  also  the  birthplace  of  Henry  King,  father  of 
our  subject,  who  died  in  Ohio  during  the  year 
1862.  Cynthia  Nichols,  as  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject was  known  in  maidenhood,  was  born  in 
Massachusetts,  and  was  the  daughter  of  David 
Nichols,  a  native  of  England.  Vernon  King  spent 
his  childhood  years  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  born  on  the  9th  of  July,  1818.  His 
education  was  gained  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  district,  and  he  alternated  attendance  at  school 
with  work  on  his  father's  farm. 

There  is  little  of  special  note  to  record  concern- 
ing the  life  of  Mr.  King  until  1854,-  when  he 
sought  the  El  Dorado  of  thousands  of  Argonauts, 
and  traveling  Westward  to  California,  engaged  in 
mining  there  for  three  years.  During  that  time 
he  suffered  the  hardships  incident  to  life  in  a  new 
country,  where  civilization  had  not  yet  reached  a 
high  development,  and  where  people  of  every  na- 
tionality were  striving  with  frenzied  eagerness  to 


gain  some  of  the  coveted  gold.  When  ready  to 
return  home,  Mr.  King  took  passage  on  the  '* Yan- 
kee Blade,"  which  struck  on  the  reefs  off  the  coast 
of  California,  near  Port  Arquilla.  The  jiassengers 
were  rescued  by  another  boat  and  conveyed  to 
land. 

Returning  to  Michigan  in  1857,  Mr.  King  set- 
tled in  Benton  Township,  Berrien  County.  Upon 
land  purchased  here,  he  cut  down  the  timber  and 
the  dense  forest  growth,  and  through  the  exercise 
of  sound  judgment  and  perseverance  improved 
the  place  so  that  it  took  rank  among  the  best 
farms  of  the  county.  For  more  than  twenty 
years  Mr.  King  resided  upon  that  place,  devoting 
his  attention  to  general  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing, but  in  1880  he  retired  from  farming  pursuits, 
and,  coming  to  Benton  Harbor,  has  since  made  his 
home  in  this  village.  He  owns  and  occupies  a 
comfortable  house  on  Lake  Avenue. 

In  1843  Mr.  King  married  Miss  Polly  A.  Brad- 
\ey,  a  native  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  who  be- 
came the  mother  of  two  children:  Homer,  a  resi- 
dent of  Berrien  County;  and  Elmer,  deceased. 
The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  whom  he  married 
in  1882,  was  Mrs.  Rosina  J.  Powers.  She  was 
born  in  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Anney  Conkey.  While  Mr.  King  is  not  a  strong 
partisan,  and  has  never  desired  official  position, 
3^et  he  is  firm  in  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party,  and  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  public 
affairs. 


I  RAM  A.  EDWARDS,  the  efficient  ex-Su- 
pervisor of  Niles  Township,  Berrien  Coun- 
ty, Mich.,  is  a  native  of  Jefferson  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  was  born  May  30th,  1836. 
His  parents  were  John  W.  and  Annie  (Brigham) 
Edwards.  The  father  was  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  his  family  being  well  known  in  that  portion 
of  the  country.  The  maternal  grandparents  were 
of  New  England  origin,  and  the  mother  of  our 
subject  was  born  in  Connecticut.  Hiram  A.,  one 
brother  and   three  sisters  comprise  the   remaining 
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sons  and  daughters  who  once  gathered  in  the  old 
homo.  Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in 
the  State  of  New  York  and  well  improved  the  op- 
portunities for  study  in  the  district  school  of  the 
neighborhood.  He  also  enjoyed  a  term  of  in- 
struction in  the  Union  Academy  in  Belleville,  N. 
Y.,  and  taught  for  two  winters  in  his  native  State, 
afterward  having  charge  of  a  school  in  Henry 
County,  III.  He  was  married  before  attaining  his 
majority,  and  early  assumed  the  responsibilities 
common  to  mature  years. 

September  17,  18.56,  our  subject  was  wedded  to 
Angeline  Dickey,  daughter  of  Joseph  F.  and  Eliza 
Dickey,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  Of  the  nine  children  who  blessed  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Edwards  and  his  estimable  wife, 
seven  yet  survive.  William  !•'.,  the  eldest,  a  man 
of  sui)orior  ability  and  fine  attainments,  is  Assis- 
tant Professor  of  Chemistry  at  the  University  of 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  from  which  institution  of  learn- 
ing he  graduated  with  honor.  Frederick  1^.  is  the 
second  son;  then  follow,  in  order  of  birth,  Elmer 
E.,  Alice  M.,  Kate  H.,  Stella  H.  and  Mary  E. 
Two  children  are  deceased.  In  the  late  fall  suc- 
ceeding his  marriage  our  subject  and  his  newly- 
made  wife  journeyed  to  the  West  and  settled 
at  first  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  where  they  re- 
mained, however,  only  a  few  years.  In  1859  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edwards  removed  to  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  and  in  1860  located  on  their  present  farm. 
Our  subject  owns  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of 
excellent  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Trained  to  agricultural  duties  from  his  child- 
hood, he  has  achieved  success  in  the  culture  of 
the  soil.  Essentially  a  self-made  man,  he  has  well 
improved  every  advantage  of  life  which  lay  with- 
in his  grasp,  and  was,  as  an  instructor,  highly  re- 
garded b}^  all  who  studied  under  his  care.  He  is 
in  political  affiliation  a  Democrat  and  has  occu- 
pied with  honor  and  fidelity  several  official  posi- 
tions of  trust.  For  four  successive  terms  he  served 
as  Supervisor  of  Niles  Township,  and  was  an  ar- 
'  dent  advocate  of  local  progress  and  improvement. 
For  four  terms  he  most  acceptably  discharged  the 
duties  of  Township  Treasurer.  Mr.  Edwards  is  a 
popular  man,  well  and  highly  esteemed  as  a  friend 
and  citizen.     Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  St. 


Joseph  Valley  Lodge  No.  4,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
for  several  years  was  Master  of  the  lodge.  His 
work  and  influence,  beneficially  exerted  in  behalf 
of  the  best  interests  of  Berrien  County,  have  won 
him  the  lasting  regard  of  the  entire  community 
by  whom  he  is  surrounded,  and  with  whom  he  has 
sustained  the  most  pleasant  relations  for  over 
thirty  years. 


■  »iiii.»i>^fcli  >■  »  )m 
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'^EREMIAH  V.  SHEPARD.  A  comparison 
between  New  York  and 
are  much  alike  in  intel- 
productiveness,  while 
their  natural  features,  made  notable  by  altitude, 
contiguity  to  the  lake  district,  and  abundance  of 
forest  and  mineral  wealth,  will  bear  close  compari- 
son. That  their^  people  are  much  alike  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  Empire  State  has  given  freely  of 
sons  and  daughters  to  help  in  populating  this 
younger  one  in  the  sisterhood  of  States.  .Among 
those  who  claim  New  York  as  their  native  State  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Shcpard  was  born  not  far  from  Syracuse, 
November  30,  1819,  and  was  sixth  in  order  of  birth 
of  nine  children  born  to  Joseph  and  Lucy  (Vose) 
Shepard,  both  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  of  old 
Puritan  stock.  Joseph  Shepard  was  born  about 
twenty  miles  from  Boston  in  July,  1779,  and  was  a 
minute-man  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  a  stone- 
mason by  trade  and  followed  that  for  the  most  port 
until  his  death  in  1867.  His  last  wife  died  in  1881. 
Mr.  Shepard's  first  marriage  occurred  in  Massachu- 
setts to  Miss  Mary  Hay  den,  who  bore  him  one  child, 
Mary.  The  latter  died  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
live  years.  The  mother  of  this  child  died  when 
comparatively  a  young  woman,  and  Mr.  Shepard 
took  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Lucy  Vose. 

The  parents  had  born  to  them  a  large  family 
of  children.  Alvira  married  John  Phares,  a  shoe- 
maker, and  became  the  mother  of  eight  children; 
she  died  in  Syracuse  in  1884,  at  seventy-six  years 
of  age.  Polly  married  Asa  Hayden  and  had  two 
children;  she  died  in  Syracuse  in  1855,  when  forty- 
four  years  of  age.     Hannah  married  P^lias  Jacobs 


674 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


and  four  children  were  born  to  them;  she  resides 
at  Bancroft.  Eliza,  single,  makes  her  home  at  Syr- 
acuse, N.  Y.  Joseph,  single,  died  in  1887,  when 
sixty-two  years  of  age.  John  married  Miss  Zylva 
O 'Daniels,  and  went  West  to  Illinois,  where  he  died 
in  1878,  when  fifty -six  years  of  age;  they  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children.  Diantha  was  married 
twice,  first  to  a  Mr.  Padden,  by  whom  she  had  one 
child,  and  then  to  a  Mr.  Duncan;  they  reside  in 
Syracuse.  Orlando  married  Miss  Sarah  Smack, 
and  resides  near  Grand  Rapids.  They  had  four 
children,  all  boys,  and  two  of  them  twins. 

During  his  youthful  days  our  subject  had  lim- 
ited educational  advantages,  for  most  of  his  time 
was  taken  up  in  assisting  his  father  make  a  living. 
When  still  quite  young  he  started  out  to  fight  his 
own  way  in  life,  and  first  began  to  manufacture 
salt  in  a  small  way.  Later  he  was  engaged  in  boat- 
ing on  the  Erie  Canal,  also  followed  lumbering, 
and  afterward  cleared  up  a  farm  in  New  York  State. 
About  1841  or  '42  he  married  Miss  Statyra  Quick, 
a  native  of  New  York  State,  born  June  22,  1824,  and 
the  daughte/of  Sylvester  Quick,  wlio  dropped  dead 
when  Mrs.  Shepard  was  but  a  child.  Her  half- 
brother,  Sylvester,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War 
and  was  killed  while  in  service.  Another  of  her 
brothers,  Henry,  served  from  first  to  last  during 
the  war  and  escaped  without  a  wound. 

In  1859  our  subject  brought  his  family  from  the 
Stale  of  New  York  to  Michigan  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Calvin  Township,  where  he  resides  at  the 
present  time.  This  farm  he  has  cleared  and  im- 
proved and  now  it  is  one  of  the  pleasantest  in  the 
township.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  had  a  fam- 
ily of  children.  Emma,  born  May  16,  1844,  mar- 
ried Mr.  Manning  Morse  and  became  the  mother 
of  three  children;  they  reside  in  Mason  Town- 
ship, this  county.  Charles,  born  in  1846,  enlisted  in 
the  army  and  died  while  in  service.  Clifton  died 
when  a  lad  of  eight  years.  Ella  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years.  Jessie  married  Allen  Morse,  whose 
father  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Cass  County. 
This  daughter  is  now  living  with  her  father,  and 
her  husband  is  doing  business  in  Elkhart,  Ind. 
Etta  married  Louis  Lamb,  a  farmer  in  Calvin 
Township,  and  they  had  one  child,  Edna,  who 
died  when  not  yet  three  years  old* 


The  mother  of  the  above-mentioned  children 
died  May  7,  1889.  She  was  a  most  excellent  wo- 
man, a  devoted  wife,  and  a  kind  and  loving  mother. 
Since  her  death  Mr.  Shepard  has  done  but  little 
work,  but  rents  his  farm.  One  of  his  daughters  is 
always  with  him,  keeping  his  house  and  making 
him  comfortable  and  contented  during  his  declin- 
ing years.  He  has  ever  been  a  quiet,  assuming  man 
and  one  who  attends  strictly  to  business.  He  takes 
very  little  interest  in  public  affairs,  but  is  well  re- 
spected and  esteemed  by  all.  Formerly  a  Whig,  he 
cast  his  lot  with  the  Republican  party,  with  which 
he  has  remained  ever  since.  While  living  in  New 
York  State  he  was  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Tem- 
perance and  was  also  an  Odd  Fellow. 


ICHARD  J.  HUYCK.  This  family  in 
America  came  originally  from  Holland, 
and  the  descendants  have  inherited  those 
traits  of  character  which  made  their  an- 
cestors industrious  and  substantial  people.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Richard  Huyck,  was 
born  in  the  Empire  State,  as  w^as  also  John  Huyck, 
the  father  of  our  subject.  The  latter  married  Miss 
May  Christie,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  the 
daughter  of  Frederick  Christie.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Huyck  were  married  in  their  native  State, 
and  in  1828  came  to  Michigan,  settling  in  the 
wildft  of  Lenawee  County.  There  they  remained 
until  1836,  when  they  moved  to  Cass  County, 
settled  on  a  farm,  and  there  made  their  home  for 
a  few  years.  From  there  they  moved  toMarcellus, 
where  the  father  died  in  September,  1851,  and  the 
mother  in  December,  1852.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  eight  chililren,  four  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing: Richard  J.;  Abijah;  Eveline,  now  Mrs. 
Ingam;  and  Norman.  Both  held  membership  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  were  active  workers 
in  the  same. 

Richard  J.  Huyck,  the  original  of  this  notice, 
was  born  in  Sidney  Township,  Delaware  County, 
N.  Y.,  on  the  21st  of  February,  18U.     His  early 
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life  was  passed  on  a  farm,  and  all  his  scholastic 
training  was  received  in  his  native  State.  He 
came  to  Michigan  in  1832,  and  as  he  had  partly 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  in  New  York,  he 
worked  at  this  for  some  time.  His  happy  do- 
mestic relations  began  in  1836,  when  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sarah  Fellows,  a  native  of  Luzerne 
County,  Pa.,  born  March  19,  1818,  and  the 
daughter  of  Abel  and  Dorcas  (Hopkins)  Fellows, 
the  father  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  the  mother 
of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fellows  were 
married  in  the  Keystone  State,  but  later  came  to 
Michigan  and  settled  on  a  new  farm  in  Kalamazoo 
County,  where  they  made  a  permanent  home. 
His  death  occurred  in  1833,  and  hers  in  1866.  Mr. 
Fellows  served  the  three  last  years  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  Thirteen  children  were  born  to  this 
worthy  couple,  five  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Several  of  their  sons  served  in  the  Black  Hawk 
War. 

For  one  year  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Huyck  resided  in  Kalamazoo,  but  they  then  moved 
to  Cass  County,  settled  on   a  farm,  and  have  re- 
sided on  this  ever  since.    Mr.  Huyck  first  engaged 
in    merchandising,  followed   this   for   five  or  six 
years,  but  then   turned   his  attention  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  which  iiave  been  his  chief   occupa- 
tion since.     Although  well  along  in  years,  he  still 
owns  and  operates  his  farm.     He  has  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  acres  in  the  home  place,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres  one  mile  from  there.     He  is 
engaged    exclusively    in    mixed  farming,  and    is 
wide-awake  and  thorough-going.       With  care  and 
perseverance  he  has  attended    to    his   large  farm, 
and  with  energy  and  thoroughness   his  successful 
results  have  been  reached,  until  now,  past  the  age 
usually  allotted  to  man,  he  is   in   possession  of  a 
competence  fully  sufficient  to  warrant  him  in  pass- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  days  in  peace  and  comfort. 
Mr.  and    Mrs.   Huyck    became    the    parents   of 
seven  children,  only  four  of  whom  now  survive. 
Frances  E.,  wife  of   William   Anderson,  deceased, 
resides  in  Cass  County;    Mary  E.,  wife  of   S.  G. 
Toof,  resides  in   Decatur;  Alva  H.  married  Miss 
Elizabeth    Lewis,  and   resides  in   Decatur;    he  is 
cashier  of  the  bank;  and  Ella  M.,  wife   of  L.  W. 
DoUoff,  makes  her  home  in  Denver,  Colo,    Mv. 


Huyck  has  always  been  interested  in  educational 
matters,  and  was  not  satisfied  to  have  his  children 
quit  with  a  common-school  education,  but  sent 
them  off  to  finish  their  schooling.  The  son  grad- 
uated from  Eastman's  Business  College  at  Pough- 
keepsie,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Huyck  has  shown  his  apprecia- 
tion of  secret  organizations  by  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Good  Templars,  being  the  first  Worthy  Chief 
in  the  lodge.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  School 
Board,  served  as  School  Inspector,  and  has  held 
other  offices.  He  has  ever  been  active  in  political 
affairs,  and  previous  to  the  war  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party.  Since  then  he  has  been  a  Re- 
publican. For  a  number  of  years  he  was  Town- 
ship Clerk,  and  was  also  Postmaster  at  Little 
Prairie  Ronde,  he  being  the  first  one  appointed  to 
that  office  under  Van  Buren's  administration. 

On  the  8th  of  December,  1892,  this  much  es- 
teemed gentleman  fell  and  fractured  his  hip,  and 
has  since  been  an  invalid.  His  son,  Alva,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Fifth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  held 
the  position  of  hospital  steward.  He  served  one 
year,  and  after  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee's  army, 
he,  with  his  regiment,  was  sent  to  Salt  Lake  City. 


^^l@^(s)IE 


(!/_  ON.  JACOB  J.  VAN  RIPER,  Judge  of  the 
Probate  Court  of  Berrien  County,  has  for 
a  number  of  years  been  one  of  the  most 
_^  distinguished  men  in  the  public  life  of 
Michigan,  and  is  probably  better  known  through- 
out the  State,  at  least  by  reputation,  than  any 
other  citizen  of  Berrien  County.  As  a  Repub- 
lican, he  wields  a  potential  influence  in  the  coun- 
cils of  his  party;  as  an  attorney,  he  is  keen  and 
forceful;  as  a  judge,  he  is  wise,  impartial  and 
learned;  while  in  every  relation  of  life,  both  pri- 
vate and  public,  he  has  acquitted  himself  as  an 
honorable,  upright  man. 

Some  facts  concerning  the  life  of  this  well- 
known  and  eminent  man  will  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers.  He  was  born  in  Haverstraw  Rockland 
County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  8th  of  March,  1838,     Hxs 
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father,  John  A.  Van  Riper,  was  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey in  1811,  and  was  the  son  of  Abraham  Van 
Riper,  an  early  settler  of  New  York,  his  ancestors 
having  settled  in  America  during  Colonial  days. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  engaged  extensively 
as  a  manufacturer  of  woolen  goods,  and  was  also 
an  inventor  of  some  repute.  He  married  Leah, 
daughter  of  AVilliam  and  Margaret  Zabriske,  of 
Paterson,  N.  J.,  and  many  years  afterward,  in 
1856,  moved  from  New  York  City  to  LaG range, 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  where  he  erected  a  woolen 
mill  for  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods.  His 
death  occurred  in  1886,  and  his  wife  is  still  living 
and  makes  her  home  at  Dowagiac. 

The  third  in  a  family  of  eight  children  (five 
sons  and  three  daughters),  the  subject  of  tliis 
sketch  laid  the  foundation  of  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  New  York  City,  after  which  he  at- 
tended Charlotteville  Institute.  During  the 
winter  of  1860-61  he  read  law  in  the  office  of 
James  M.  Spencer,  of  Dowagiac,  Mich.,  after  which 
he  pursued  his  studies  in  the  law  department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Cassopolis  in  1863, 
and  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Dowagiac.  In  1881  he  was  admitted  as 
an  attorney  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  at  Washington. 

In  1872  our  subject  located  in  Buchanan,  Ber- 
rien County,  where  he  conducted  a  general  law 
practice  until  he  removed  to  Niles,  in  1887.  In 
January  of  1893  he  came  to  Berrien  Springs, 
where  he  now  resides.  He  has  held  many  posi- 
tions high  in  county  and  State  political  life,  and 
has  been  the  recipient  of  many  honors  from  his 
fellow-citizens.  In  1876  he  was  elected  Prosecut- 
ing Attorne}^  of  Berrien  County,  and  served  for 
two  terms  of  two  years  each.  Under  the  admin- 
istration of  Governor  Croswell  he  was  appointed 
Regent  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  held 
that  position  for  six  years.  In  the  fall  of  1880  he 
was  elected  Attorney-General  of  Michigan,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1882,  serving  in  all  four  years. 
In  1892  he  was  elected  Judge  of  Probate  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  and  is  now  the  incumbent  of 
this  office. 

The  marriage  of  Judge  Van  Riper  occurred  in 


1858,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Emma  PI  Bron- 
ner,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  but  at  the  time 
of  her  marriage  was  residing  in  Cass  County, 
Mich.  Her  parents  were  Jacob  and  Mary  (Nor- 
ton) Bronner,  natives  of  New  York.  Judge  and 
Mrs.  Van  Riper  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
namely:  Luella,  wife  of  A.  Worthington,  a 
prominent  lawyer  residing  in  Buchanan;  Cassius 
M.,  also  a  lawyer,  who  makes  his  home  in  Three 
Oaks,  Mich.;  and  Adah,  who  is  at  home.  The 
family  residence  is  a  convenientlj^-arranged  and 
cozily-furnished  house  located  in  Berrien  Springs. 
In  his  fraternal  relations,  the  Judge  is  identified 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen.  He  has  attained  a  degree  of 
success  beyond  that  which  rewards  the  efforts  of 
the  majoiity  of  men,  but,  notwithstanding  his 
prosperity,  he  maintains  the  same  geniality  of 
manner  and  kindness  of  disposition  which  char- 
acterized him  in  former  years.  In  all  respects  he 
is  a  typical  American,  free  from  ostentation,  and 
of  easy  approacii^ — a  man  from  the  people,  of  tlie 
people,  and  for  the  people. 


^|]  AMES  E.  GOULD.  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is 
conspicuous  for  its  magnificent  farms  that 
are  faultless  in  the  wa}- of  management  and 
the  order  in  which  they  are  kept.  Tliose  in 
Volinia  Township  are  especially  advantageously 
located,  the  land  being  rolling  and  well  watered, 
fertile  and  productive.  No  one  is  to  be  moie  com- 
plimented on  the  perfect  method  and  order  with 
which  his  agricultural  affairs  are  conducted  than 
he  whose  name  is  given  above.  Mr.  Gould  is  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  section  32,  where  he  has 
a  fine  home,  the  house  being  commodious  and 
attractive,  with  capacious  and  well-filled  barns  and 
granaries.  The  fields  are  wide-spreading  and  pro- 
ductive and  consist  of  over  two  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  acres. 

Our  subject  is  a  descendant  of  an  old  and  prom- 
inent Massachusetts;   family,  lU    which   State   his 
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parents,  James  H.  and  P^lizabeth  (Qui m by)  Gould, 
were  born,  the  former  April  23,  1798,  and  the 
latter  in  1797.  The  paternal  grandfather,  William 
Gould,  was  a  native  of  the  old  Bay  State,  and  was 
a  farmer  and  blacksmith  by  occupation.  The 
maternal  grandfather,  Zachariah  Quimby,  was  born 
in  Massachusetts,  and  there  followed  farming  for 
many  years.     He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  inmates  of  a 
Shaker  village  in  Massachusetts,  and  were  obliged 
to  run  away  to  marry.  They  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  remained  there  until 
the  spring  of  1846,  when  they  started  Westward. 
They  found  their  way  to  Michigan,  and  settled  in 
the  wilds  of  Cass  County.  Mr.  Gould  cut  the  first 
road  in  here  from  the  old  Government  road.  At 
that  time  there  was  only  one  house  between  his 
place  and  Young's  Prairie.  He  erected  a  log  house, 
and  after  partly  clearing  the  farm,  moved  close  to 
the  southern  line  of  Volinia  Township,  where  he 
made  a  permanent  home.  This  much-esteemed  and 
prominent  pioneer  died  in  October,  1866,  and  his 
wife  in  February,  1879.  He  was  industrious  and 
enterprising,  and  although  when  became  to  Michi- 
gan he  had  but  little  of  this  world's  goods,  he  soon 
gathered  around  him  many  of  the  comforts  of  life. 
Both  were  members  of  the  German  Baptist  Church 
and  active  workers  in  the  same.  Six  of  their 
seven  children  are  now  living:  Mrs.  Minerva 
Townsend,  Mrs.  Permelia  Tietsort,  Mrs.  Harriet 
Tietsoi  t,  Mrs.  Maria  Clark,  Mrs.  Diana  Gibbs  and 
James  E. 

The  last-named  was  fourth  in  order  of  birth, 
born  June  19,  1839,  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,and 
was  seven  years  of  age  when  became  to  Michigan. 
He  grew  to  manhood  in  the  wilderness,  received 
his  scholastic  training  in  the  common  schools, and 
remained  under  the  home  roof  until  eighteen  years 
of  age.  On  the  6th  of  September,  1857,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Christiana  Bleacher,  a  native  of  Lancas- 
ter County,  Pa.,  born  June  15,  1840.  Her  parents, 
Daniel  and  Mary  (Barr)  Bleacher,  were  both  natives 
of  the  Keystone  State.  The}'  came  to  Michigan 
in  1845,  settled  on  La  Grange  Prairie,  and  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  days.  Their  union 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  twelve  children,  six  of 
whom   are   now   living:  Mrs.  Maria   Smith,  Mrs. 


Susan  Shanafelt,  Mrs.  Fannie  Blackman,  Mrs. 
Esther  Barnaby,  Mrs.  Sarah  Bleacher  and  Mrs. 
Gould.  Both  father  and  mother  were  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  and  he  was  a  Republican  in 
politics. 

After  marriage,  Mr.  Gould  settled  in  Volinia 
Township,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  year 
spent  in  Jersey  County,  111.,  and  one  year  in  Cal- 
houn County,  Iowa,  he  has  resided  here  since. 
Five  children  blessed  his  union:  Lowell  E.,  who 
married  Miss  Belle  Morris;  Ira  L.,  Jennie  S.,  James 
Newton  and  Minnie.  All  these  children  have  had 
good  educational  advantages  and  are  possessed  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability.  Mr.  Gould  has  been 
connected  with  the  School  Board  for  twenty  years 
and  is  now  Moderator.  He  is  the  owner  of  over 
two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres  of  land,  all 
in  a  body,  and  all  but  about  ten  acres  improved. 
He  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing, and  recently  sold  a  team  of  his  own  raising 
for  $1,000.  He  buys,  sells  and  raises  fine  horses, 
of  the  ^-Dauntless"  and  "Post  Boy"  stock,  and 
sold  a  span  of  blacks  for  $750.  Socially,  Mr. 
Gould  is  a  Mason.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Anti- 
Horse  Thief  Association,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
member  four  years,  and  he  also  takes  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  Volinia  Farmers'  Club.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  is  frequently  a 
delegate  to  conventions,  etc.,  and  is  a  man  of 
■sound  understanding  and  excellent  judgment. 
Both  are  members  of  the  Progressive  Brethren 
Church  in  Penn  Township. 


^--^^— 


IMMEY  SHAN  AH  AN,  a  prosperous  general 
agriculturist  and  enterprising  citizen  of 
Ontwa  Township,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is  a 
^^  native  of  Milton  Township,  and  a  well- 
known  and  lifetime  resident  of  the  State.  He 
was  born  February  20,  1854,  and  is  the  son  of  Ed- 
ward and  Rebecca  Moore  (Kimmey)  Shanahan. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Clifford  Shanahan,  was 
a  farmer  of    Delaware,  the   State  of  his  nativity 
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and  his  abiding-place  throughout  his  life.  He 
was  born  February  8,  1764,  and  was  a  man  of  up- 
right character,  energetic  and  capable.  His  wife, 
Eleanor  (Colburn)  Shanahan,  born  Februar}'  4, 
1773,  bore  him  eleven  children,  si:x  of  whom  she 
reared  to  maturity.  Frances,  the  eldest  daughter, 
married  Mr.  Smith  first,  and  afterward  wedded  a 
second  husband,  Capt.  Henry  Lee  Massey,  a  Rev- 
olutionar}'  soldier,  through  whose  death  she  be- 
came a  pensioner  of  the  War  of  1776.  Peter,  the 
second-born,  died  in  Niles.  Elizabeth  was  twice 
married,  first  to  A.  Smith,  and  the  second  time 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Gabriel  Odell.  Clif- 
ford was  Judge  Shanahan,  of  Cassopolis.  Edward 
passed  away  in  Wisconsin,  but  was  buried  in 
P^dwardsburgh;  and  Eleanor  became  Mrs.  H irons. 
Mrs.  Clifford  Shanahan  married  a  Mr.  Allen  for 
her  second  husband,  and  bore  him  one  child, 
Nancy  W.  She  was  a  worthy  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Edward  Shanahan,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Sussex  County,  Del.,  March  5,  1806. 
He  was  a  successful  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  in  1832 
joined  the  tide  of  early  emigration  to  the  then 
far  West,  with  his  wife  and  three  children  travel- 
ing to  Michigan  in  a  two- wheeled  cart  drawn 
by  two  horses.  The  family  were  six  weeks  on  the 
way,  and,  tired  and  worn,  settled  in  Milton  Town- 
ship. Here  the  father,  entering  forty  acres  of 
land,  began  to  carve  his  upward  wa\^,  and  long 
before  his  death  had  accumulated  nine  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  land.  He  finely  improved  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  and  also 
brought  up  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  a  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acre  tract.  He  later  sold  all 
his  real  estate  in  Michigan,  and,  removing  to 
Adams  County,  Wis.,  there  purchased  twelve  hun- 
dred acres  of  land.  He  died  October  24,  1891, 
and  was  buried  at  Edwardsburgh.  His  wife  pre- 
ceded him  to  the  better  world  October  24,  1889. 
The  father  was  a  Whig  in  early  3^ears  and  later  a 
Republican.  He  received  political  office,  being 
sent  from  the  southern  part  of  the  State  in  1861 
as  Representative.  In  religious  afifiliation  he  was 
from  1843  a  member  of  the  Close-Communion  Bap- 
tists. He  was  the  father  of  fifteen  children,  eleven 
of  whom  survived  to  adult  age. 


Joseph  K.  was  the  eldest,  William  L.  died  at 
twenty  years  of  age.  Sarah  E.  was  twice  married, 
her  first  husband  being  Mr.  Tittle,  her  second 
Charles  Kimmey.  Alexander  entered  the  Elev- 
enth United  States  Infantry  and  died  in  the  hos- 
pital in  Richmond,  Va.,  October  20,  1865.  Julia 
A.  Raymond  resides  in  Centerville.  Henry  M.  en- 
tered Company  M,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavaky,  as 
Corporal.  He  survived  the  war  and  is  a  citizen  of 
Adams  County,  Wis.  Clifford,  the  seventh  child, 
lives  in  Adams  County,  Wis.  Judson  D.  is  also  lo- 
cated in  Wisconsin.  Louise  Taylor  died  in  Wiscon- 
sin, and  was  buried  in  Michigan.  Edward  makes  his 
home  in  Wisconsin.  Kimmey  is  our  subject.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Kent  County, 
Del.,  July  13,  1810.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Sarah  (Moore)  Kimmej'.  Her  father 
was  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Shields)  Kim- 
mey, who  lived  in  Delaware  and  died  December  22, 
1802,  aged  forty-nine  years.  James  Kimmey  was 
boi'n  July  17,  1779,  in  Delaware,  where  he  served 
with  brave  fidelity  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  after- 
ward passed  away,  May  5,  1851.  He  was  a  planter 
and  a  slave-owner,  but  would  never  sell  and  at 
maturity  set  his  slaves  free.  He  twice  entered 
the  bonds  of  wedlock.  His  first  wife  bore  him  Jo- 
seph and  Alex,  both  of  whom  died  unmarried; 
Elizabeth  Wallace;  Susan,  who  died  young;  Re- 
becca M.;  and  Mar}^  A.  Raymond.  The  second 
wife,  Juliann  A.  Laws,  was  the  mother  of  James, 
Sarah  Jackson,  Deborah  Roberts,  Louisa  Postles 
and  Juliann  Davis.  The  grandparents  of  Mr. 
Shanahan  were  English. 

Our  subject,  Kimmey  Shanahan,  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  and  began  to 
make  his  y^ay  in  life  on  a  farm  when  only  twenty 
years  of  age.  His  first  farm  of  eighty  acres  was 
bought  in  1883,  and  in  1884  he  bought  his  father's 
homeetead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which 
he  afterward  disposed  of,  then  purchasing  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  where  he  now  resides. 
His  wife  also  owns  ninety-six  acres  of  valuable 
land.  Mr.  Shanahan  was  married  December  5, 
1874,  to  Miss  Alice  E.  Jacks,  who  was  born 
where  she  now  lives,  September  14,  1851.  Mrs. 
Shanahan  is  the  daughter  of  Joseph  L.  and  Al- 
vira  J.  (Pen well)  Jacks,     Her  grandfe^ther,  Rob- 
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ert  Jacks,  son  of  Allen  and  Isabell  (Caruthers) 
Jacks,  married  Ann  Robinson.  The  grandfatlier 
was  born  in  Maicli,  1766,  and  died  in  Pennsyl- 
vania November  15,  1833.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  served  with  courage  in  the  War  of 
1812.  His  good  wife,  born  January  4,  1782,  died 
April  3,  1868.  She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children: 
Allen,  who  was  killed  at  nineteen  years  of  age  by 
a  falling  tree;  Christian,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two;  Joseph;  Eliza;  Robert  C,  who  died  in 
Wisconsin;  James  M.,  who  also  died  in  Wisconsin; 
Isabelle;  Eleanor  Sturgeon;  John;  and  Alex  A., 
who  died  at  Niles.  Grandmother  Jacks  was  a 
stanch  Presbyterian.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Shana- 
han,  Joseph  L.  Jacks,  was  born  May  18,  1804,  in 
Erie  County,  Pa.,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm.  He 
served  for  about  five  da^^s  in  the  Black  Hawk  War 
and  was  a  Corporal. 

In  1827  Joseph  Jacks  went  to  Chautauqua 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  married.  In  1829  he 
went  to  Detroit,  and  journeyed  thence  by  wagon 
to  Edwardsburgh,  reaching  his  destination  on  the 
4th  of  July  and  arriving  in  the  midst  of  a  cele- 
bration. He  was  appointed  the  first  Clerk  of  the 
County  by  Gov.  Cass,  and  held  the  position  two 
years.  In  1831,  he  was  elected  the  first  Assessor 
of  Ontwa  Township,  when  it  comprised  half  of  the 
county.  It  took  him  five  days  to  make  the  assess- 
ment. He  was  a  leading  man,  a  Democrat,  and 
also  served  as  Supervisor,  ably  aiding  in  the  devel- 
opment and  rapid  progress  of  Cass  County.  He 
pursued  agriculture  on  various  farms  until  1846, 
when  he  located  permanently  on  two  hundred 
and  sixteen  acres  on  section  4,  Ontwa  Township, 
which  he  highly  improved.  He  died  on  the  home- 
stead, January  7,  1885.  He  was  first  married  to 
Susannah  Silsbee,  who  bore  him  two  children: 
Jane  A.,  who  was  Mrs.  Cheney  and  afterward  be- 
came Mrs.  Jordan;  and  John  S.,  of  Erie  County, 
Pa.  The  second  wife  of  Joseph  Jacks  was  the 
mother  of  three  children:  Mary  A.  Ilarwood;  Alice 
E.  Shanahan;  and  Belle,  who  died  at  nineteen 
years  of  age.  The  Jacks  are  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent. The  second  wife,  born  in  Hancock  Coun- 
ty, Ind.,  October  17,  1824,  was  the  daughter  of 
George  and  Anna  (Tyner)  Penwell,  farming  peo- 
ple of  English  origin.     Alvira  J.  (Penwell)  Jacks 


passed  to  her  rest  January  23,  1872.  She  was  in 
religious  belief  a  Presbyterian,  and  was  a  most  ex- 
cellent woman.  Our  subject  is  liberal  in  religion, 
and  his  estimable  wife  and  son  are  valued  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  They  have  one 
son.  Lisle,  born  September  28,  1875.  An  intelli- 
gent and  ambitious  young  man,  he  has  a  bright 
future  before  him. 


^1  SAHEL  D.  NORTHROP,  a  prominent  old 
Ol  settler  of  Cass  County  and  a  leading  and 
successful  farmer  of  Calvin  Township, 
was  born  in  Rutland  County,  Vt.,  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1822,  and  was  the  eldest  in  a  family 
of  nine  children,  there  being  seven  sons  and  two 
daughters.  The  father,  Amos  Northrop,  was  born 
in  Rutland  County,  Yt.,  January  4,  1799,  and  was 
the  son  of  Samuel  Northrop,  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut and  a  member  of  an  old  Puritan  family.  Early 
in  life  he  went  to  Vermont,  and  it  is  said  that  he 
served  in  the  war  for  independence,  but  in  what 
capacity  we  cannot  state,  probably  as  teamster. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  passed  his 
closing  days  in  Vermont,  where  he  died  at  a  good 
old  age.  Politically,  he  was  a  Whig  and  opposed 
to  slavery,  while  his  religious  connections  were 
with  the  Baptist  Church.  His  wife,  the  grand- 
mother of  our  subject,  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  She  came  to  Michigan  with  her 
son  Amos  in  1838,  and  died  here  a  year  later.  The 
grandfather,  died  in  1827. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  P^lecta  Rudd,  was 
born  in  Vermont,  being  the  daughter  of  Berrick 
Rudd,  a  member  of  a  large  and  prominent  family 
of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  who,  after  the  death 
of  his  wife,  went  to  New  York  State,  where  he 
died.  A  farmer  by  occupation,  he  was  quite  suc- 
cessful in  his  agricultural  operations  and  accumu- 
lated a  han4some  property.  He  had  nine  children, 
and  his  sons  were  principally  occupied  as  carpen- 
ters and  farmers.  In  1821  Amos  Northrop  and 
Electa  Rudd  were  married.  In  1836  he  came 
to   Micliigan,  and,  being  a  man  of  some  means,  he 
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purchased  a  large  tract  of  land,  partly  in  Calvin 
and  partly  in  Penn  Townships,  a  portion  of  which 
is  included  in  the  farm  of  our  subject. 

After  purchasing  this  land,  Amos  Northrop  re- 
turned to  the  East,  and  in  1838,  accompanied  by 
his  family,  he  started  West  overland,  but  when 
they  reached  Buffalo  they  took  a  boat  to  Toledo 
and  finally  reached  their  new  home  in  the  then 
wilderness  of  Calvin  Township.  He  was  a  hard- 
working man,  possessing  more  than  ordinary  bus- 
iness ability,  a  much-esteemed  citizen,  and  did  his 
full  share  toward  converting  the  wilderness  into  a 
prosperous  farming  community.  At  the  place 
where  he  settled  in  1838  he  departed  this  life  in 
1883,  at  the  age  of  eightj^-four  years.  His  wife's 
demise  preceded  his  own  some  ten  years,  it  having 
occurred  on  the  3d  of  March,  1873. 

So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  gather  at  this  late 
day  from  the  survivors,  this  is  the  history  of  the 
pioneer  family  of  Northrops,  but  though  incom- 
plete it  is  suflicient  to  show  the  sturdy  old  New 
England  stock  that  helped  to  build  up  the  great 
West.  Of  the  nine  children  born  to  Amos  and 
Electa  Northrop,  as  stated  above,  A.  D.  was  the 
eldest.  William  B.,  the  second  in  order  of  birth, 
went  forth  to  battle  for  his  country  in  the  Civil 
War,  being  a  member  of  the  First  Michigan  Sharp- 
siiooters.  He  lost  a  limb  at  Petersburg  and  died 
in  the  hospital  at  Ft.  Schuyler,  N.  Y.,  from  the  ef- 
fects of  the  wound.  He  left  a  wife,  three  sons  and 
two  daughters  to  mourn  his  loss. 

Amos  F.,  the  third  son  of  this  family,  is  now 
living  in  Calvin  Township,  where  he  is  a  promi- 
nent farmer.  Spofford  B.  is  a  farmer  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  Michigan.  Serenus  died  in  infancy. 
Cerena  married  John  Thorp  and  died  soon  after 
the  close  of  the  late  war.  A.  Judson  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Civil  War  and  was  wounded  in  the  early 
part  of  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  but  refused  to 
leave  the  ranks.  He  was  again  struck  by  a  rebel 
ball  and  instantly  killed,  finding  an  unknown 
grave  on  that  bloody  battlefield.  He  was  an  un- 
married man  and  about  twenty-five  years  of  age 
at  the  time  he  was  killed.  Saraph  was  married  to 
Thomas  Shaw  and  died  soon  afterward.  Marvin 
A.  enlisted  in  the  First  Michigan  Sharpshooters  and 
was  taken  ill  and  died  in  a  hospital  in  Chicago. 


A.  D.  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents  in  1838.  He 
grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm,  his  time 
being  employed  in  a  manner  similar  to  other  pio- 
neer lads,  and  as  he  received  the  advantage  of  a 
fair  education  he  utilized  his  knowledge  by  fol- 
lowing the  profession  of  a  teacher  for  some  years. 
He  remained  with  his  father  until  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  when  he  married  Harriet  Sherrill,  the 
ceremony  which  united  their  destinies  being  sol- 
emnized on  the  17th  of  June,  1845.  The  family 
of  which  she  was  a  member  was  early  represented 
in  Michigan,  having  come  hither  from  New  York, 
her  native  State.  Of  this  union  there  were  born 
two  sons  and  two  daughters.  Ira  D.,  the  eldest, 
received  a  good  education  and  learned  telegraphy, 
which  he  followed  for  some  years,  but  is  now  Clerk 
of  Stafford  County,  Kan.,  where  he  has  resided  for 
some  years.  He  married  Josephine  Hines  and  they 
have  six  children,  of  whom  there  are  living  one  son 
and  two  daughters.  Pcrsis  C.was  for  a  time  a  teacher 
in  the  public  schools,  but  died  at  the  early  age  of 
nineteen  years.  Lora  C.  married  Phineas  Hull,  at 
her  death,  which  occurred  in  November,  1879,  leav- 
ing one  daughter.  She  had  had  a  splendid  musical 
education  and  was  a  proficient  pianist,  engaging 
for  some  years  in  teaching  music.  Frisby  F.,  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  married  Genia  Stage,  and 
they  have  had  three  sons.  The  mother  of  these 
four  children  died  August  31,  1858. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Northrop  took 
place  on  the  29th  of  February,  1860,  and  united 
him  with  Miss  Laura  Lee,  a  native  of  Indiana 
and  the  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Lovina  Lee. 
The  Lee  family  was  for  many  years  quite  promi- 
nent in  the  history  of  Tennessee  and  was  repre- 
sented in  Indiana  during  the  pioneer  history  of 
that  State,  whence  removal  was  made  to  Michigan 
in  1835.  Nathan  Lee,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Northrop,  was  a  leading  Quaker  and  knew  much  of 
the  workings  of  the  "underground  railroad"  in 
slavery  times,  and  many  a  poor  runaway  slave 
found  in  him  a  true  friend. 

Five  children  were  born  to  bless  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Northrop.  Casus  M.  married,  but  is 
now  a  widower  without  children;  Le  Roy  Judson 
married  Hattie  Stephens,  and   of  that  union  one 
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daughter  was  born;  he  died  April  7,  1892,  his  wife 
having  passed  away  in  the  November  previous. 
Walter  M.  is  a  single  man  and  a  cabinet-maker  by 
trade.  J.  C.  is  a  graduate  of  the  Cassopolis  High 
School  and  a  teacher  by  profession,  now  residing 
with  his  parents.  Orley,  the  youngest  child,  is 
being  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  is  a 
promising  youth. 

In  1845  Mr.  Nortlnop  built  a  log  house  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  lives.  His  farm  is  now  one  of 
the  finest  in  Calvin  Township,  and  its  splendid 
improvements  are  almost  entirely  the  work  of  his 
hands.  During  the  fifty-five  years  he  has  lived  in 
this  township  he  has  done  much  toward  building 
up  the  county.  He  has  served  in  numerous  posi- 
tions of  trust,  having  been  Township  Clerk,  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board  and  also  filling  other 
important  positions.  First  a  Whig,  he  joined  the 
Republican  party  when  it  was  organized,  but  of 
late  years  has  been  identified  with  the  Prohibition 
party,  having  been  a  lifelong  temperance  man. 
He  is  doing  all  in  his  power  to  crush  the  liquor 
traffic  and  has  accomplished  not  a  little  through  his 
personal  efforts.  He  has  taken  some  interest  in 
the  Grange  and  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  He  and 
his  wife  are  exemplary  members  of  the  Free-will 
Baptist  Church  and  are  honorable,  devoted  Ciiris- 
tians,  proving  by  tiie  nobility  of  their  lives  the 
depth  of  their  religious  belief.  As  he  spends  the 
evening  of  his  days  in  his  pleasant  and  happy 
home  he  can  look  back  upon  a  long  life  that  has 
been   well  spent   in  the  service  of  his  fellow-men. 


,^  ORNELIITS  TAPPEN,  an  early  and  highly 
flf^!^  respected  resident  of  Marcellus  Township,* 
^^JfJ  has  for  nearly  two-score  years  profitably 
cultivated  the  soil  of  Cass  County,  Mich.  Our 
subject  is  a  native  of  vSullivan  Count}^,  N.  Y.,  and, 
born  in  1812,  remained  in  the  F]mpire  State  until 
he  had  reached  mature  years.  His  parents,  Tunis 
and  Elizabeth  (Rynders)  Tappen,  were  born  in 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.    Eleven  children  clustered 


about  the  fireside  of  the  father  and  mother,  who 
reared  their  sons  and  daughters  up  to  habits  of 
industrious  thrift.  Cornelius  was  the  second  eld- 
est of  the  family,  and  through  bo3^1iood  and  early 
manhood  assisted  his  parents  and  self-reliantly  be- 
gan the  work  of  life.  In  1836,  when  about  twen- 
ty-three years  of  age,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Harp, 
and  during  the  same  year  located  in  Ohio.  For 
eighteen  years  our  subject  remained  in  the  Buck- 
eye State,  but  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  re- 
solved to  try  his  fortune  in  the  farther  West,  and 
with  his  wife  and  family  emigrated  to  Michigan, 
and  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides. 

When  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tappen  made  their  home  in 
Cass  County  their  means  were  very  limited,  and 
they  suffered  many  privations.  They  settled  in 
the  timber  and  developed  a  farm.  Much  hard 
work  was  required  to  bring  the  land  profitably 
under  cultivation,  but  ere  long  Mr.  Tappen  im- 
proved sixty  acres,  and  gradually  more  easy  and 
comfortable  times  resulted  from  the  bounteous 
harvest  yielded  by  the  fertile  soil  of  Michigan. 
Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  were  surround- 
ed with  a  family  of  five  children.  Two  sons  and 
two  daughters  lived  to  years  of  maturity.  Rhoda 
A.,  the  eldest-born,  became  the  wife  of  Erastus 
Hicks.  Henry  grew  up  to  manhood,  and  during 
the  Civil  War  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  faithfully  fought  for  the  Union. 
He  met  with  an  accident  that  caused  his  death. 
Harlow  died  single.  Isaac,  the  3^oungest,  lived  to 
marry  and  become  the  father  of  a  family.  He  died 
in  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich.,  and  left  three  chil- 
dren to  mourn  his  loss. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tappen  have  been  man  and  wife 
for  fifty-seven  years  and  are  yet  both  hale  and 
hearty.  Spending  their  hours  in  useful  toil,  they 
have  cheerfully  borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the 
day,  and  in  the  evening  of  their  lives  can  with 
satisfaction  review  the  nearly  three-score  years  in 
which  they  have  pleasantly  walked  together  side 
by  side.  With  kindly  word  and  deed  they  have 
endeared  themselves  to  a  host  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. Locating  in  Michigan  in  1854,  they 
have  since  that  date  been  identified  with  the  his- 
tory and  progress  of  Cass  County,  and  have  been 
intimately  associated  with    the  changes   and    ad- 
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vancement  incidental  to  the  long  period  of  their 
residence  in  Marcellus  Township.  In  political  af- 
filiation Mr.  Tappen  has  ever  been  a  strong  Dem- 
ocrat and  has  invariabl}^  cast  his  vote  with  the 
"Party  of  the  People"  from  his  twenty-first  birth- 
day. Without  desiring  political  promotion,  he 
kept  himself  well  informed  upon  affairs  of  local 
and  national  importance  and  has  ever  been  a 
public-spirited  and  upright  citizen. 


^(^^ALENTINE  HAAS  is  an  early  settler  of  Ber- 
\v#  lien  County,  and  a  practical  and  energetic 
W  farmer,  well  posted  in  all  the  details  of  gen- 
eral agriculture.  He  also  successfully  handles 
a  high  grade  of  stock.  By  birth  a  Pennsj^lvanian, 
our  subject  was  born  in  Juniata  County,  December 
3,  1831.  He  resides  upon  section  9,  Bertrand 
Township,  in  which  locality  he  has  lived  for  thirty- 
nine  years.  His  parepts,Eli  and  Catherine  (Keeley) 
Haas,  were  highly  respected  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  within  the  boundaries  of  that  State 
reared  their  family. 

Eli  Haas  was  born  in  Frederick  County,  Md., 
and  the  paternal  grandfather,  Valentine  Haas,  was 
a' native  of  Virginia.  The  birthplace  of  Mrs.  Haas 
was  in  Montgomery  County,  Pa.  Her  father,  John 
Keeley,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  was  a  man 
of  sterling  integrity  of  character,  thrifty  and  in- 
dustrious. The  parents  of  Valentine  Haas  were 
united  in  marriage  in  Pennsylvania,  and  settled 
upon  a  farm  in  Juniata  County.  Here  they  pur- 
sued the  even  tenor  of  their  lives,  the  father 
season  after  season  cultivating  the  soil  of  the  old 
homestead.  At  sixty-five  years  of  age  he  peace- 
fully passed  away,  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him. 
The  mother,  who  survived  to  reach  seventy- five 
years,  bore  a  family  of  eleven  children,  five  sons 
and  six  daughters,  ten  of  whom  survived  the  perils 
of  childhood  and  reached  maturity;  and  five  are 
yet  living. 

Mr.  Haas  is  the  fifth  child  and  the  third  son  in 
the  parental  family.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  trained  in  the  daily  round  of  labor.     He  at- 


tended the  schools  of  his  native  place  and  received 
a  good  common  education.  Having  dutifully  as- 
sisted his  parents  upon  the  homestead  until  nine- 
teen years  of  age,  he  then  served  an  apprenticeship 
at  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  at  Selens  Grove.  P'or 
two  years  he  devoted  his  time  to  the  anvil  and 
then,  deciding  to  try  the  broader  West,  came  to 
Michigan,  locating  m  Bertrand  Township  upon 
section  15,  where  he  improved  a  farm. 

In  1852,  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Shetterly,  a  native  of  Juniata  County,  Pa. 
This  estimable  lady  died  in  Michigan  in  1881.  She 
was  the  mother  of  three  children,  one  daughter 
and  two  sons,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
George,  tlie  eldest-born,  reached  twenty  years  of 
age.  He  was  married,  and  at  his  death  left  one 
child,  Ivy,  the  only  grandchild  of  Mr.  Haas.  Oc- 
tober 11,  1883,  Mr.  Haas  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Beyrer,a  native  of  Bertrand  Township.  Her  par- 
ents, Jacob  and  Doratha  (Griner)  Beyrer,  were  na- 
tives of  Germany  and  settled  in  Michigan  in  1851. 
The  father  makes  his  home  with  ovtr  subject,  aged 
eighty-seven  years.  The  mother  died  in  1883,  aged 
seventy-two  years. 

Our  subject  arrived  in  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
with  a  capital  of  $100  and  at  once  made  a  pur- 
chase of  fifty  acres  of  land,  situated  in  the  woods. 
For  fifteen  years  he  patiently  toiled,  with  hard 
work  clearing  and  cultivating  the  small  homestead, 
and  then,  having  with  diligent  industry  prospered, 
invested  in  a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-one  acres,  to  which  in  1877  he  removed.  He 
owns  forty  acres  a-half  mile  distant  from  his  present 
place  of  residence,  and,  steadily  accumulating,  is 
now  numbered  among  the  substantial  and  well-to- 
do  men  of  Bertrand  Township.  In  1881,  he  built 
upon  the  home  farm  a  fine  and  commodious  barn 
with  all  modern  conveniences  for  storing  grain  and 
housing  his  stock.  This  barn  was  erected  at  a  cost 
of  $1,000.  In  1889,  the  extent  of  his  agricultural 
interests  demanding  still  greater  accommodation, 
Mr.  Haas  built  another  substantial  barn,  at  a  cost  of 
$500.  The  thrifty  and  prosperous  appearance  of 
the  farm  clearly  evidences  the  excellent  manage- 
ment and  financial  success  of  its  owner. 

Our  subject  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Evangel- 
ical Zion  Church  and  has  held  the  oflfice  of  Stewaixi 
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in  that  religious  organization.  He  gave  gener- 
ously toward  the  erection  of  its  commodious  house 
of  worship  and  has  ever  liberally  assisted  in  the 
extension  of  its  good  work  and  benevolent  enter- 
prises. Politically  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Haas  is  not  a 
politician  but  is  ever  deeply  interested  in  local  and 
National  government,  and,  an  intelligent  and  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen,  is  prominently  associated  with 
the  progressive  interests  of  Bertrand  Township. 


"•    ^   ^^ 


E^ 


of  Domingo  Spuretta;  Abbie,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Van  Buren  Clendennin;  Joshua  resides  in 
Weesaw  Township;  Catherine,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Willard;  Laney  is  the  widow  of 
Theo  Root;  and  Melissa  is  the  wife  of  John   Cus- 


"^  OEL  HARTLINE,  an  extensive  general  ag- 
riculturist and  pioneer  settler  of  Buchanan 
Township,  Berrien  County,  is  a  native  of 
_  Pennsylvania  and  was  born  in  Schuyler 
County,  October  7,  1829.  His  parents,  David  and 
Mollie  (Smith)  Hartline,  were  of  German  parent- 
age and  long-time  residents  of  the  Quaker  State. 
The  father,  a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  an  energetic 
hard-working  man,  removed  with  his  family  to 
Ohio  in  183,5,  ^nd  in  1841  died  in  that  State. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  Michael  Smith,  was  a 
courageous  and  resolute  man,  serving  with  fidelity 
in  the  war  for  independence. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  the  mother 
of  our  subject  brought  her  family  to  Michigan, 
and  in  1841  settled  two  miles  north  of  the  farm  on 
which  Mr.  Hartline  now  resides.  The  country 
was  then  a  veritable  wilderness,  without  roads  from 
one  settlement  to  another,  the  paths  being  the 
only  visible  trail.  The  mother  with  her  children 
had  but  very  little  means,  and  eagerly  did  all  that 
they  could  to  help,  working  out  by  the  day  or 
month,  and  when  without  employment  returning 
to  the  home.  As  the  eldest  child  was  but  fourteen 
years  of  age  when  the  family  located  in  Berrien 
County,  the  widow  and  her  little  ones  were  often 
sorely  pressed  to  obtain  the  necessaries  of  life,  but 
after  a  few  years  their  circumstances  improved. 

Mrs.  Hartline  survived  to  witness  the  progress 
of  twenty-seven  changing  years  in  Michigan.  Eli, 
the  eldest-born,  died  in  the  service  of  the  Union, 
in  1863  or  1864;  Joel  is  our  subject;  Mary  is  the 
widow  of  Jasper  Worthington ;  Betsey  is  the  widow 


Our  subject  was  bound  out  when   eleven   years 
of  age  to  Nathan   Fitch,  of  Berrien   County,  and 
worked  for  him  until  twenty-one  years  old.     His 
education  was  limited  to  a  very  few  months  of 
study  in  the  winter,  and  from  his  earliest  child- 
hood he  was  inured  to  hard  labor.     As  soon  as  lie 
attained  his  majority  Mr.  Fitch  gave   him  $100, 
which  sum  was  applied  at  once   toward   the  pay- 
ment of  forty  acres  of  land  bought  by  Mr.  Hart- 
line of  Mr.  Fitch  for  $125.     Our  subject  worked 
out  the  $25  at  $12.50  per  month.     After  a  time  he 
sold  this  land  at  $30  profit  and  tlien  bought  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Oronoko  Township  at 
$4  per  acre.     Later  he  disposed  of   fifty  acres  to 
Nathan  Field  for  $800.     The  next  venture,  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  the  neighborhood  of  Dayton,  and 
slightly  improved,  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Hartline 
and  disposed  of  about  a  year  after  at  a  clean  profit 
of  $600.     Finally  our  subject  bought  one  hundred 
acres  close  to  his  residence  and  added  to  the  tract 
until  he  owned  about  two  hundred  acres,  which 
having  improved  he  sold  at  $1,000  profit.     Con- 
stantly speculating  in  land  he  purchased  in  Berrien 
Springs  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  unimproved 
acres  at  $36,  and  the  same  year,  1864,  sold  it  for 
$57.50  per  acre.     His  next  purchase  was  his  pres- 
ent homestead,  of   which  he  at  first  bought  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  with  seventy  acres  under 
cultivation,  for  which  he  paid  $50  per  acre.     To 
this  Mr.  Hartline  has  since  added,  and  after  giving 
forty  acres  to  his  son  has  two  hundred  and   twen- 
ty-five acres  remaining,  one  hundred   and   twenty 
of    which  are    under  a  high   state  of  cultivation. 
Our  subject  has  improved  the  homestead  with  a 
handsome    two-story  residence  and  a  bank  barn, 
30x60  on  the  ground  and  36x60  at  the  top. 

In  1859,  Mr.  Hartline  was  married  to  Miss  Het- 
tie  Boyle,  a  native  of  Berrien  County  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Godfrey  and  Rosanna  Boyle,  natives  of  Ger- 
many. Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have 
been  blessed    by  the  birth  of    thirteen   children. 
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ten  of  whom  are  yet  living.  They  are  in  the  or- 
der of  their  birth:  David,  Eli,  George,  Ella  (wife 
of  John  Gififord),  Nathan,  Stella,  P^dna,  Minnie, 
William  and  Clayton.  These  children  have  en- 
joyed excellent  opportunities  of  receiving  a  good 
education  and  are  worthily  fitted  to  occupy  posi- 
tions of  usefulness.  Politically,  Mr.  Hartline  is  a 
stanch  Republican  and  takes  an  interest  in  the 
management  of  local  and  national  affairs.  Finan- 
cially' prospered,  he  has  won  his  upward  way  by 
self-reliant  effort  and  is  a  liberal-spirited  man  and 
a  leading  citizen  of  Berrien  County. 


^t^ANIEL  MUELLER,  an  enterprising  gen- 
I  Jj]  eral  agriculturist,  raising  a  superior  grade 
I^Jj^  of  stock  upon  his  valuable  homestead,  is 
widely  known  and  has  been  a  highly  es- 
teemed resident  of  his  present  locality,  upon  sec- 
tion 10,  New  Buffalo  Township,  Berrien  County, 
since  1865.  Mr.  Mueller  is  a  native  of  Ger- 
many and  was  born  October  18,  1838.  His  par- 
ents, upright  and  hard-working  residents  of  the 
Empire,  born,  reared  and  married  in  Germany, 
passed  their  peaceful  days  among  the  associations 
of  tiieir  youth.  They  trained  up  their  children  to 
habits  of  thrift  and  fitted  them  as  well  as  their 
limited  opportunities  would  permit  to  make  their 
way  in  life.  The  father  and  mother,  Jacob  and 
Mary  Louisa  (Wieshaupt)  Mueller,  were  respected 
by  all  who  knew  them,  and  in  their  humble  home 
welcomed  five  children,  four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter. Three  of  the  family  are  yet  surviving:  Jacob, 
who  lives  in  Germany;  and  Frederick  and  our 
subject,  both  of  whom  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic 
to  America  many  years  ago. 

Mr.  Mueller  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Germany,  and  when  only  a  young 
lad  appreciated  the  broader  opportunities  offered 
by  the  United  States  to  its  citizens  and  early  re- 
solved to  seek  his  fortune  in  America.  At  six- 
teen years  of  age  he  left   his  native  countr}^   and 


made  his  way  to  New  York  State,  and  at  first  lo- 
cated near  Niagara  Falls,  where  he  remained  a 
a  year  and  a-half  employed  upon  a  farm  as  a 
hired  man.  He  managed  with  care  and  self-sacri- 
ficing economy  to  increase  his  little  stock  of 
money,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  eigiiteen 
months,  journeyed  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  wiiere 
he  again  hired  out  by  the  month  and  busily  en- 
gaged in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  until  1860. 
At  this  period  of  time,  our  subject,  in  common 
with  thousands  of  others,  became  smitten  with  tlie 
Western  fever  and  went  to  Colorado  and  Mon- 
tana, where  he  mined,  dug  for  gold  and  was  var- 
iously employed  for  the  succeeding  five  years.  In 
the  fall  of  1865,  returning  to  Michigan,  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  valu- 
able homestead,  to  whose  extent  he  has  since 
added  other  acres,  now  owning  a  two  hundred 
and  forty  acre  tract  of  land. 

When  Mr.  Mueller  bought  the  quarter-section, 
there  were  only  about  twenty-seven  acres  of  the 
land  cleared.  The  farm,  most  of  it  in  a  higlily 
productive  state,  has  been  brought  up  to  its  pres- 
ent attractive  appearance  and  commercial  value 
by  hard  work,  and  our  subject  may  well  congrat- 
ulate himself  upon  the  result  of  his  persistent  and 
self-reliant  toil.  In  1866,  Daniel  Mueller  and 
Miss  Mary  Stumpf  were  united  in  marriage.  Mis. 
Mueller,  a  most  estimable  woman,  survived  her 
marriage  only  three  years  and  died  in  1869.  She 
became  the  mother  of  one  child,  now  deceased. 
Her  parents  were  old  settlers  of  Three  Oaks,  Mich., 
and  some  time  after  her  death  our  subject  wedded 
her  sister.  Miss  Lena  Stumpf,  born  in  the  village 
of  Three  Oaks.  The  second  marriage  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children:  Jacob,  Mary, 
Hattie,  Henry  and  Emma. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mueller  are  valued  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  They  have  given  to  their 
children  an  opportunity  to  acquire  a  good  educa- 
tion and  are  worthily  training  them  to  become  in- 
telligent and  useful  citizens.  Politically,  our  sub- 
ject is  a  Democrat.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Greeley,  and,  actively  interested  in  local 
and  national  issues,  has  held  with  able  service  the 
important  position  of  Township  Treasurer,  dis- 
charging the  duties  involved   to   the  great  satis- 
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faction  of  his  fellow-townsmen.  Mr.  Mueller  is 
highly  regarded  by  his  friends  and  neighbors  and 
is  numbered  among  the  substantial  farmers  of  the 
county. 

.^ M ^—^ 


ENRY  L.  DRAKE.  Nowhere  in  Cass 
County  is  there  to  be  found  a  man  of  more 
energy,  determined  will  or  force  of  char- 

^  acter  than  Mr.  Drake  possesses,  and  no  ag- 
riculturist is  deserving  of  greater  success  in  the 
conduct  and  management  of  the  farm  than  he. 
Although  in  more  recent  \^ears  he  has  given  his 
attention  to  farming  as  his  chief  calling,  Mr. 
Drake  has  been  actively  engaged  in  other  enter- 
prises, and  although  he  started  at  the  foot  of  the 
ladder,  he  has  met  with  good  success  in  most  of 
his  pursuits. 

Pie  is  a  native  of  this  State,  born  in  Washtenaw 
County  in  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  Plemon  and 
Electa  (DePue)  Drake.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Elijah  Drake,  was  born  in  New  Jerse^^  in 
1764,  and  was  the  descendant  of  an  English  fam- 
ily who  settled  in  New  Jersey  about  1720.  Eli- 
jah was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  but  m  connection 
was  also  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  At  the  early 
age  of  sixteen  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary War,  and  had  no  trouble  about  his 
age,  for  he  stood  six  feet  four  inches  in  his  stock- 
ings. He  was  wounded  in  the  left  shoulder,  and 
drew  a  pension  for  his  services.  He  married  a 
Miss  Stoddard,  in  Wyoming  Valley,  Pa.,  and  sub- 
sequently engaged  in  farming.  Later  he  went  to 
New  York  State.  During  the  Revolutionary  War 
he  was  the  only  Whig  in  his  family,  all  the  rest 
being  Tories,  and  as  they  went  to  Canada,  all 
communication  was  cut  off. 

The  following  children  were  born  of  this  union: 
Elijah,  deceased,  who  was  for  many  years  a  physi- 
cian of  Flint,  Mich.;  Edward,  a  farmer  of  Michi- 
gan; Thomas,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Pontiac, 
Mich.,  who  was  United  States  Judge  of  Utah  under 
Lincoln;  Flemon,  the  father  of  our  subject,  a  phy- 
sician; Cyrus,  also  deceased,  a  physician  of  Ohio; 
Elias,  deceased,  who    was   a  physician  of  Adrian, 


Mich.;  Morgan  L.,  who  was  an  attorney  at  Pon- 
tiac, Mich.;  Sal  lie,  who  was  married  to  Guy  Atkins; 
Wealthy,  who  now  lives  near  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where 
Sallie  also  resides;  and  vSamuel,  a  painter  of  Farm- 
ington,  Mich.  Elijah  made  his  home  with  the  fa- 
ther of  our  subject  for  many  years, and  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-six  years.  His  wife  survived  him, 
and  had  passed  the  eighty-ninth  milestone  at  the 
time  of  her  death. 

Flemon  Drake,  the  father  oi  our  subject,  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  the  Empire  State,  and  his  lit- 
erary education  was  received  in  the  district  school. 
Later  he  attended  the  Batavia  (N.  Y.)  Medical 
College,  and  then  started  out  to  make  his  own  way 
in  life.  He  })egan  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  first 
working  out  by  the  month,  and  later  teaching 
school.  In  1833  he  moved  to  Michigan,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  near  Ann  Arbor,  where  for  a 
short  time  he  was  connected  with  the  publishers  of 
a  news[japer.  In  1842  he  moved  near  Detroit,  to  a 
village  called  Royal  Oak,  bought  a  large  farm,  but 
in  connection  was  also  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine.  There  his  death  occurred  in  1866.  He 
was  married  in  the  vState  of  New  York  to  Miss 
Electa  DePue,  whose  ancestors  came  from  Holland. 

Mr.  Drake  was  a  most  exemplary  man,  and  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  In  politics 
he  was  at  first  a  Whig,  and  later  a  Republican. 
He  was  not  an  office-seeker,  but  was  so  popular 
that  he  held  all  the  different  township  offices,  and 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  same  ver^^  creditably. 
To  his  marriage  were  born  thirteen  children,  six 
of  whom  died  in  youth.  The  others  were  as 
follows:  Abigail,  who  married  Stephen  Buzzell; 
Henry  L.,  our  subject;  Plemon,  residing  in 
Omaha,  Neb.;  Clema,  wife  of  Charles  Smith; 
Luther,  a  banker  of  Omaha;  Sarah,  wife  of  R. 
Parker,  a  successful  attorney  of  Detroit;  and 
Charles,  a  resident  of  Washington  State. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  our  subject  began  for 
himself,  but  remained  with  his  parents  until  nine- 
teen years  of  age.  He  first  began  by  clerking  in 
a  wholesale  grocery  store  at  Detroit, '  later  in  a 
country  store  at  Royal,  Oak,  and  after  his  mar- 
riage engaged  in  business  at  Had  ley,  Mich.  He 
was  only  nineteen  years  of  age  when  he  married 
Miss  Bethania  A.  Williams,  a  most  estimable  lady, 
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and  he  remained  in  Hadley  until  1863,  with  the 
exception  of  one  year.  In  February,  1863,  he 
went  to  Canada,  engaged  in  the  sawmill  business 
a  few  years,  and  then  went  to  Guelph,  that 
country,  where  he  was  in  the  insurance  business 
for  eleven  years.  From  there  he  went  to  Mount 
Forest,  where  he  followed  the  same  business  for 
nine  years,  and  in  1890  came  back  to  the  United 
States,  where  he  expects  to  pass  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  He  has  a  good  farm  of  eiglity  acres, 
and  is  meeting  with  unusual  success  as  an  agri- 
culturist. 

He  and  Mrs.  Drake  are  members  of  the  Christa- 
delphian  Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  independ- 
ent. The  union  of  this  worthy  couple  was  blessed 
b}^  the  birth  of  one  child,  Eva  M.,  who  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Teachers'  Normal,  of  Toronto,  Can- 
ada, and  has  been  a  successful  teacher  in  that 
country  and  in  Michigan.  She  is  a  young  lady  of 
brilliant  attainments,  and  has  a  fine  library  of  her 
own.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drake  have  an  adopted 
daughter,  Mary  Sturgis,  whom  they  took  when 
she  was  but  three  months  old,  and  they  are  bring- 
ing her  up  as  their  own. 


'^n^^:^  I  ^i^^Ei'i 


^fOHN  T.  BECKWITH,  County  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Poor,  m  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
now  efficiently  serving  his  ninth  year  of 
I  office  in  his  present  position,  is  a  leading 
agriculturist  and  prominent  citizen  of  Weesaw 
Township,  where,  five  times  elected  Supervisor,  he 
resigned  the  position  to  assume  the  charge  of  the 
duties  which  now  engage  much  of  his  time  and 
attention.  Mr.  Beckwith  is  a  native  of  Wyoming 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  May  26,  1841.  His 
parents,  Josiah  R.  and  Levindah  H.  (Frsk)  Beck- 
with, were  married  in  the  Empire  State  and, 
highly  regarded,  made  their  home  within  its 
borders  for  many  years.  The  father,  of  direct 
English  descent,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  reared 
and  educated  in  his  birthplace,  and  later,  young 
and  ambitious,  journeyed  to  New  York  to  seek  his 
fortune.     When  our  subject  was  about  eight  years 


of  age  the  father  with  his  family  removed  to  the 
West,  locating  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  Ma}^  18, 
1849.  The  Beckwiths  located  permanently  in 
Buchanan  Township,  where  the  father  died  after  a 
residence  of  eighteen  years,  in  August,  1867.  The 
mother,  a  native  of  Vermont,  survived  her  husband 
many  years,  passing  away  in  Berrien  County 
November  7,  1886.  The  home  of  the  parents  had 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  sons  and  five 
daughters.  Two  sons  and  two  daughters  are  now 
living. 

John  T.,  the  fifth  child  in  order  of  birth,  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  his  birthplace  in 
early  childhood,  and  later  received  instruction  in 
the  district  schools  of  Buchanan  Township.  For 
three  terms  he  pursued  the  higher  branches  of 
study  in  the  Buchanan  High  School  and  completed 
his  education  by  a  fall  and  winter  term  in  Niles. 
After  leaving  school  he  gave  his  attention  to  the 
pursuit  of  agriculture  and  assisted  his  father  on 
the  homestead.  Our  subject  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried, first  entering  the  bonds  of  matrimony  with 
Miss  Mary  A.  Young,  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ind. 
Wedded  in  March,  1867,  this  estimable  lady  sur- 
vived seven  years  and  died  February  23,  1874. 
She  was  the  mother  of  one  son  and  two  daugh- 
ters. Alta  L.  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Harner;  Min- 
nie P.  married  Franklin  Kool.  Upon  October  24, 
1878,  Mr.  Beckwith  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mrs.  Henrietta  (Weaver)  Boyle,  born  in  Buchanan 
Township,  and  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Orpha 
Weaver,  who  were  early  settlers  of  Berrien  County, 
and  intimately  associated  with  its  growth  and 
prosperity.  Mr.  Weaver,  by  occupation  a  farmer, 
parsed  away,  mourned  by  many  friends,  in  May, 
1882.     His  widow  is  yet  living  in  the  county. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beckwith  have  been  born 
four  sons:  Clayton,  Earl,  Glenn  and  Vere.  In 
1870  our  subject  and  his  family  made  their  home 
in  Weesaw  Township,  where  Mr.  Beckwith  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has  since  added, 
now  owning  two  hundred  acres,  highly  cultivated 
and  substantially  improved  with  excellent  and  at- 
tractive buildings.  The  valuable  farm  is  situated 
SIX  miles  west  and  one  mile  north  of  Buchanan. 
Our  subject,  financially  prospered,  has  a  handsome 
capital  out  at  interest,  and  by  his  own  self-reliant 
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efforts  has  won  his  way  steadily  upward  to  a  com- 
fortable ccmpelence.  The  honored  parents  of  Mr. 
Beckwith  were  both  members  of  the  Christian 
Church  and  were  active  in  good  work.  Our  sub- 
ject, an  important  factor  in  the  enterprises  of 
his  locality,  is  now  and  has  been  for  six  years  a 
Director  of  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company  of  Berrien  County.  Politically,  Mr. 
Beckwith  was  in  early  years  a  Republican  and  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  JJncoln.  In  1879 
he  was  elected  Supervisor  of  Wecsaw  Township  on 
the  Democratic  and  Greenback  tickets  and  served 
one  year  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  general  public. 
In  1881  he  was  again  elected  to  the  office  and  re- 
elected in  1882,  1883  and  1884.  He  resigned  dur- 
ing the  latter  term  to  accept  his  present  position  as 
Su[)erintendent  of  the  Poor  of  Berrien  County. 
Many  years  have  flown  since  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject bought,  cleared  and  cultivated  eighty  acres  of 
land  m  the  woods.  To-day  the  farm,  highly  pro- 
ductive, is  a  mute  witness  to  the  growth  and 
progiess  of  Berrien  County  from  an  almost  wild- 
erness into  one  of  the  garden  spots  of  the  State. 
A  continuous  resident  of  his  present  locality  since 
1849,  John  T.  Beckwith  is  actively  identified  with 
the  rapid  advancement  and  progressive  history  of 
his  township  and  county,  where  as  boy  and  man 
he  has  for  forty- four  years  commanded  the  con- 
fidence of  a  wide  acquaintance. 


i 


^TN^  E.  O'BRIP^N,  residing  upon  section  2,  Ber- 
rien Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  a 
prosperous  citizen,  devoting  the  labor  of  his 
life  to  agricultural  pursuits,  has  held  with 
efficiency  various  public  offices,  and  has  been  re- 
cently appointed  Postmaster  of  Berrien  Centre, 
liorn  April  25,  1840,  in  Ogdensburgh,  N.  Y.,  he  is 
the  son  of  William  O'Brien,  a  native  of  Ireland. 
The  father,  attaining  to  manhood  in  the  Emerald 
Isle,  was  there  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah 
T.  Slorah,  also  a  native  of  Ireland.  Soon  after 
they  were  wedded  the  young  couple  emigrated  to 


America,  and  landed  in  1830  in  Quebec,  Canada. 
It  was  not  long  before  they  made  their  way  to  the 
United  States,  locating  subsequently  in  Syracuse, 
Ogdensburgh  and  Rochester.  In  1843,  the  husband 
journeyed  to  the  farther  West  to  look  at  lands  in 
Michigan,  and,  pleased  with  the  country,  remained 
here,  his  wife  with  their  children  joining  him  in 
1844.  The  father  and  mother  settled  near  the 
"Old  Yellow  Miir'  at  Niles,  and  here  William 
O'Brien  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was 
a  man  of  energy  and  enterprise,  and,  a  cooper  by 
trade,  readily  found  remunerative  employment 
in  his  new  home.  He  built  the  fifth  house  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river  in  Niles,  and  was  an  appli- 
cant for  the  lighthouse  in  St.  Joseph, 

While  at  work  one  day,  the  father  was  suddenly 
stricken  with  blindness,  from  which  he  never 
recovered.  He  died  in  Niles  in  the  winter  of 
1853,  and  three  years  after,  in  1856,  the  family  re- 
moved to  Berrien  Township,  locating  u[)on  a  farm 
on  section  27.  The  mother  survived  her  husband 
man\^  years,  passing  away  in  the  spring  of  1893. 
Twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living, 
had  blessed  the  home.  The  parents  were  devout 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and, 
active  in  good  work,  carefully  trained  their  fam- 
ily in  the  observance  of  religion.  The  father, 
politically  a  Democrat,  took  an  active  and  leading 
part  in  local  issues,  and  was  a  man  of  sterling 
worth  and  highly  respected.  Two  of  the  sons 
served  with  gallantry  in  the  Civil  War.  William 
H.  was  Sergeant  of  Company  A,  Seventh  Michigan 
Cavalry,  and,  wounded  at  Yellow  Tavern,  was 
taken  prisoner,  conveyed  first  to  Libby  Prison, 
and  from  there  removed  to  Anderson ville,  where 
he  died  in  1864.  Our  subject,  only  a  little  child 
when  his  parents  removed  to  JMichigan,  attended 
school  in  Niles  until  twelve  years  of  age,  and  was 
then  obliged  to  go  out  to  work,  and  enjoyed  only 
three  months'  instruction  afterward.  Energetic 
and  industrious,  he  worked  steadily  at  brickmaking 
for  five  seasons  between  Michigan  City,  La  Porte 
and  Niles,  the  first  season  being  paid  $8  per  month, 
and  the  next  receiving  $10.  At  the  expiration  of 
the  five  years  he  engaged  in  labor  upon  a  farm, 
and  continued  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  W^^r, 
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In  1862,  in  the  month  of  August,  Mr.  O'Brien 
enlisted  in  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Michigan  In- 
fantry, and  served  as  a  private.  He  was  under 
the  command  of  Gen.  Buell  at  Louisville,  K3\, 
and  took  an  active  part  in  the  battle  at  Kingston, 
Tenn.,  where  he  was  wounded  by  a  ball  which,  en- 
tering through  the  left  side,  lodged  near  the  spine, 
but  was  afterward  removed.  Our  subject,  fi-rst 
taken  to  the  hospital  at  Kingston,  was  later  for- 
warded to  Knoxville,  and  was  finally  transferred 
to  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  stationed  at  Knox- 
ville, Tenn.  At  the  close  of  three  years'  service, 
he  was  discharged  in  Knoxville,  July,  1865.  Aside 
from  other  unpleasant  experiences  of  those  troub- 
lous days,  Mr.  O'Brien  was  ill  at  Bowling  Green 
with  typhoid  fever.  Immediately  after  his  dis- 
charge, our  subject  returned  home.  He  had  mar- 
ried and  enlisted  on  the  same  day.  The  lady  whom 
he  then  wedded  was  Miss  Mary  Jane  Rojce,  a 
daughter  of  John  Royce,  of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y. 
J.  H.  Royce,  of  Lake  Township,  this  county,  is  a 
brother  of  Mrs.  O'Brien.  This  estimable  lady  was 
born  in  New  York  State  and  died  October  14, 1865, 
leaving  no  children.  Mr.  O'Brien  again  entered 
the  bonds  of  matrimony,  January  10,  1867,  being 
then  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Adaline  Shearer, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  Shearer,  de- 
ceased, early  settlers  and  highly  esteemed  residents 
of  Berrien  Township.  Mrs.  O'Brien,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  has  made  her  home  for  many  years  in  Ber- 
rien County,  and  has  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  She 
is  the  mother  of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are 
living:  Florence,  wife  of  H.  L.  Rutter,  a  successful 
merchant  at  Berrien  Centre;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rutter 
have  two  children.  Addie  O'Brien  is  at  home. 
Edward  Larue  is  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

Our  subject  and  his  excellent  wife  are  valued 
members  of  the  Free- Will  Baptist  Church,  and  Mr. 
O'Brien  is  a  Deacon  of  the  South  Berrien  church. 
He  was  elected  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school,  but  could  not  accept  the  position. 
The  daughters  and  son  have  enjoyed  excellent 
educational  advantages,  and  Miss  Addie,  who  has 
a  talent  for  drawing  and  painting,  has  been  en- 
couraged in  her  studies  and  the  development  of 
her  artistic  tastes.  Mrs.  Rutter  and  Edward  both 
excel  in  music,  and  have  enjoyed  ample  oppor- 


tunity of  cultivating  their  talent.  Our  subject 
bought  out  the  heirs  of  the  old  homestead,  which 
he  later  traded  for  his  present  farm  of  ninety-six 
acres,  seventy  under  fine  cultivation  and  well  im- 
proved, with  an  attractive  residence,  good  barns 
and  other  buildings.  For  seven  years  Mr.  O'Brien 
has  been  Director  of  the  school  district,  and  is  now 
Assessor  of  the  same.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  has  held 
office  in  the  order.  Fraternally  connected  with 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  he  is  a  member 
of  George  G.  Meade  Post  No.  36,  Berrien 
Centre,  and  has  occupied  the  positions  of  Com- 
mander, Olficer  of  the  Day,  Adjutant,  and  is  now 
Chaplain.  Politically,  our  subject  is  a  Democrat 
and  active  in  township  politics.  A  delegate  to 
various  conventions,  he  has  ably  represented  the 
views  of  his  constituents,  and  is  now  occupying 
with  eflSciency  the  olfice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He  has  also  been  Roadmaster,  and  in  all  his  public 
duties  displays  the  faithful  consideration  which 
has  won  him  the  sincere  regard  of  a  host  of 
acquaintances. 


—  i^ 


r— 1— ' 


<^\  MLLIAM  L.  JONES,  a  native  of  the  town- 
\/jJ//  ^^*^t>  ^"  which  he  now  resides  (Penn),  and 
\!^yfl'  a  son  of  a  family  whose  history  was  iden- 
tified with  the  State  in  earlier  days,  is  one  of  the 
wide-awake,  enterprising  tillers  of  the  soil  and 
one  whose  energy  and  industry  have  had  much  to 
do  with  his  success  thus  far.  Mr.  Jones  first  saw 
the  light  of  day  August  9,  1859,  and  was  the  only 
living  child  born  to  the  union  of  William  and 
Maria  (Parrish)  Jones. 

William  Jones,  Sr.,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in 
Preble  County  in  1813,  and  like  most  of  the  na- 
tive-born residents  of  that  State,  he  has  ever  been 
thrifty  and  progressive.  Although  past  the  al- 
lotted age  of  man,  this  much-esteemed  and  worthy 
citizen  still  survives  and  is  m  the  enjoyment  of 
comparatively  good  health.  He  finds  a  comfort- 
able and  pleasant  home  with  his  son,  our  subject, 
and  is  now  passing  the  sunset  of  his  life  in    peace 
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and  plenty.  He  was  the  son  of  Charles  Jones  and 
the  grandson  of  George  Jones,  both  of  whom  were 
originally  from  the  State  of  Georgia. 

George  Jones,  the  great-gran dfatlier  of  our  sub- 
ject, remained  in  his  native  State  until  after  his 
marriage  and  until  after  the  birth  of  one  of  his 
children,  wlien  the  rich  and  productive  soil  of  the 
Buckeye  State  tempted  him  Westward.  This  was  at 
a  very  early  period  and  the  little  family  made  the 
journey  on  horseback,  reaching  Preble  County  in 
safety  after  many  adventures  and  exciting  inci- 
dents. He  erected  a  gristmill  in  that  county  and 
for  many  years  carried  on  a  flourishing  and  pay- 
ing business.  Being  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
that  county,  he  understood  thoroughly  all  the 
privations  and  disadvantages  of  pioneer  life. 

His  son,  Charles,  was  reared  to  mature  years  in 
Preble  County,  but  instead  of  milling  he  preferred 
the  independent  life  of  a  farmer  and  followed  that 
occupation  all  his  life.  About  November,  1829, 
he  enu'grated  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  there 
continued  his  former  occupation  of  tilling  the  soil. 
He  was  one  of  the  Hrst  settlers  of  that  county  and 
there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  in 
1861,  when  seventy-one  years  of  age.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  born  in  the  Empire  State,  but 
died  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  May  7,  1885. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject  were 
passed  in  his  native  county  and  he  was  early  in- 
itiated into  the  duties  of  farm  life.  The  funda- 
mental principles  of  education  were  instilled  into 
his  young  mind  in  the  common  schools,  also  in 
the  schools  at  Richmond,  Ind.,  and  in  Bryant  & 
Stratton's  Business  College  of  Chicago.  It  was  no 
doubt  owing  to  his  early  training  that,  when  start- 
ing out  to  tight  his  own  way  in  life,  he  selected 
agricultural  pursuits  as  his  chosen  calling  and  has 
followed  this  ever  since. 

In  1885  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Estella 
Barney,  a  native  of  La  Porte  County,  Ind.,  and 
the  daughter  of  Emory  A.  and  Harriet  (Collins) 
Barney,  the  former  born  in  Van  Buren  County, 
N.  Y.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barney  died  at  an  early 
daji.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
six  children:  Nellie  PL,  Charles  V.,  George  B., 
Kittie  L.,  Gertrude  M.  and  Frank  B.  Mr.  Jones 
has  held  the  office  of  Township  Treasurer  and  has 


held  other  local  positions.  Politically,  he  inclines 
to  the  platform  of  the  Democratic  party  and  his 
first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Hancock.  His 
father's  first  vote  was  cast  for  Van  Buren.  Of  late 
years  Mr.  Jones  has  affiliated  with  the  Prohibition 
party.  He  has  a  fine  farm  of  four  hundred  acres, 
located  three  and  a-half  miles  east  of  the  county 
seat,  and  is  one  of  tiie  substantial  men  of  the 
county. 


^ 


-K^  -^ 


OBERT  FOSTER  is  a  native  of  the  county 
in  whicli  he  now  resides,  and  is  a  son  of  a 
family  whose  history  was  identified  with 
^)  the  State  in  an  earlier  and  a  simpler  day  of 
living.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  now  possessed  of  a 
fine  farm  of  his  own  on  section  8,  Niles  Township, 
where  he  is  known  as  a  prominent  farmer  and 
stock-dealer.  He  was  born  February  20, 1850,  and 
is  a  son  of  George  and  Margaret  (Johnson)  Foster. 

George  Foster  was  born  in  County  Down,  Ire- 
land, and  remained  in  his  native  country  until  af- 
ter his  twelfth  birthday.  Later  he  braved  Nep- 
tune's tender  mercies  and  reached  the  coast  of  the 
United  States,  location g  first  in  Indiana  and  later 
in  Michigan.  After  reaching  mature  years,  he 
married  Miss  Margaret  Johnson  and  settled  in 
Niles  Township,  where  he  died  when  seventy-five 
years  of  age.  He  was  an  honest,  industrious  citi- 
zen, and  one  whose  career  through  life  was  marked 
by  great  uprightness  and  unswerving  fidelity  to 
any  trust  reposed  in  him.  A  hard  worker  all  his 
life,  he  accumulated  a  comfortable  fortune,  and  his 
latter  days  were  passed  in  peace  and  quiet.  His 
companion,  who  had  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  him  in  his  struggle  for  a  livelihood,  passed 
away  when  sixty-six  years  of  age.  She  also  had 
many  warm  friends. 

Of  the  nine  children  born  to  this  much-esteemed 
couple,  Robert  Foster  was  second  in  order  of  birth. 
He  was  reared  in  his  native  county,  and  early  in 
life  the  characteristics  of  industry  and  enconomy 
that  had  marked  his  ancestors  made  their  appearance 
in  our  subject,     He  received  his  scholastic  training 
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in  the  district  schools,  and  divided  his  time  be- 
tween attending  the  same  and  in  assistin.2^  his  fa- 
ther on  the  farm.  Thus  he  became  thoroughly 
familiar  with  all  the  details  of  farm  life,  and  when 
it  bec:ime  time  for  him  to  start  out  to  fight  his  own 
way  in  life,  agricultural  pursuits  were  his  chosen 
occupation. 

In  the  year  1887,  when  twenty-seven  years  of 
age,  he  united  his  fortune  with  thatof  Miss  Martha 
Burke,  who  was  also  a  product  of  Michigan  soil, 
her  birth  occurring  in  Berrien  Township,  Berrien 
County.  Her  parents  were  early  settlers  of  that 
county  and  for  many  years  were  honored  citizens 
of  the  same.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Foster,  a  daughter  and  son,  viz.:  Margaret 
and  Murry,  both  bright,  intelligent  little  children. 
Mr.  Foster  is  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  Niles 
Township  and  has  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
excellent  land,  all  under  cultivation  except  thirty 
acres  that  are  covered  with  timber.  In  carrying  on 
his  large  farm,  Mr.  Foster  does  not  neglect  the 
stock-raising  industry  and  has  some  fine  animals 
on  his  place.  In  politics  he  is  associated  with  the 
Democratic  party  and  favors  all  its  movements. 


^^|<^^^- 


RZA  G.  GAGE,  President  of  the  Citizens* 
National  Bank  of  Niles,  was  born  in  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  near  the  city  of  Dowagiac, 
April  21,  1847.  His  parents,  P^benezer 
and  Minerva  (Allen)  Gage,  were  natives  of  New 
York,  and  the  former,  by  occupation  a  farmer,  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Cass  County,  Mich., 
having  settled  there  as  early  as  1837,  at  a  time 
when  settlements  were  few  and  neighbors  equally 
scarce.  Purchasing  some  land,  he  industriously 
and  energetically  tilled  the  soil,  and  as  a  result  of 
his  efforts  developed  a  fine  farm,  which  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  best  estates  in  the  county. 
There  Mr.  Gage  made  his  home  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1871.  An  active,  intelligent 
and  public-spirited  citizen,  he  took  considerable 
interest  in  political  matters,  and  in  early  life  waa  a 


Whig,  later  becoming  an  advocate  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Republican  party. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  wjis 
Justice  Gage,  an  earl}^  settler  of  New  York  State 
and  a  descendant  of  English  ancestry.  The  family 
is  one  whose  representatives  have  gained  enviable 
reputations  in  their  several  communities  and  have 
occupied  positions  of  influence  in  public  life.  Ly- 
man Gage,  the  well-known  financier  of  Chicago, 
is  a  member  of  this  family,  being  a  nephew  of 
p]benezer  Gage.  Our  subject  is  one  of  eight  chil- 
dren, three  daughters  and  five  sons,  he  being  the 
fourth  in  order  of  birth.  The  biographer  finds 
little  of  special  importance  to  record  concerning 
his  boyhood.  It  was  then  that  he  acquired  the 
habits  of  industry,  enterprise  and  uprightness 
which  laid  the  foundation  of  his  success  in  busi- 
ness life.  After  carrying  on  his  studies  in  the 
district  schools  of  Cass  County  for  some  years,  he 
entered  the  May  hew  Commercial  College  of  De- 
troit, from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in 
1872. 

Returning  from  Detroit  to  the  parental  home  in 
Cass  County,  Mr.  Gage  soon  afterward  came  to 
Niles,  and  in  1873,  forming  a  partnership  with  his 
brother  Eli  A.,  he  embarked  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness in  this  cit}^  The  firm  of  Gage  Bros,  still  con- 
ducts an  extensive  and  lucrative  business  here  and 
in  their  establishment,  which  is  located  at  No.  54 
Main  Street,  they  carry  a  complete  stock  of  gro- 
ceries, crockery  and  queensware.  They  have  long 
been  identified  with  the  mercantile  interests  of 
Niles  and  are  prosperous  as  a  result  of  close  atten- 
tion paid  to  the  details  of  the  business. 

In  1886  Mr.  Gage  became  connected  with  the 
banking  interests  of  Niles,  as  at  that  time  he  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  the  Citizens' National  Bank 
and  became  Vice-President  of  that  financial  insti- 
tution. Two  years  later  he  was  chosen  President, 
and  still  occupies  that  responsible  and  honored  po- 
sition. The  bank  conducts  a  general  banking  bus- 
iness and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  solid  financial 
institutions  of  Berrien  County.  In  the  banking 
circles  of  southwestern  Michigan  Mr.  Gage  occu- 
pies a  foremost  position,  and  he  is  admirably 
adapted  for  the  duties  of  his  position,  being 
quick  in  decision,  sound  in  judgment  and  prompt 
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in  action.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  and  Director 
in  the  Earle-Storms  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
Niles. 

Tlie  marriage  of  Mr.  Gage  took  place  in  October, 
1877,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Nettie,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Cordelia  (Messick)  AVood,of  Niles. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gage  are  the  parents  of  one  daugh- 
ter, Edith.  In  his  political  opinions,  our  subject 
adheres  to  the  policj^  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
is  influential  m  the  ranks  of  his  chosen  party;  his 
influence,  however,  is  quietly  exerted  and  he  has 
never  been  prevailed  upon  to  accept  official  hon- 
ors. In  his  social  connections  he  is  identified  with 
St.  Joseph  Valley  Lodge  No.  4,  A.  F.  cfe  A.  M.;  St. 
Joseph  Valley  Chapter  No.  2,  R.  A.  M.;  Niles 
Commandery  No.  12,  K.  T.;  and  is  also  a  Knight 
of  Pythias.  The  First  Presbyterian  Church  is  the 
religious  home  of  Mr.  Gage  and  his  cultured  wife, 
and  their  contributions  to  its  support  are  gener- 
ous. 


-^(^ 


J£  LONZO  D.  BROWN,  M.  D.,  was  formerly 
jo\  a  successful  physician  and  surgeon,  but  of 
Ifi  recent  years  has  devoted  his  attention  ex- 
clusively to  the  cultivation  of  fruit,  in 
which  he  engages  in  St.  Joseph  Township,  Berrien 
County.  He  was  born  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y., 
December  21,  1818,  and  traces  his  ancestry  to  P]ng- 
land,  whence  his  paternal  grandfather,  John  Brown, 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  afterward  participated  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Luth en- 
Brown,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Windsor,  Berk- 
shire County,  Mass.,  and  was  there  reared  to  man- 
hood. He  was  a  participant  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  three  years  afterward,  when  Boston  was  threat- 
ened, enlisted  for  the  defense  of  the  city,  receiv- 
ing as  a  reward  for  his  service  a  quarter-section  of 
land. 

Luther  Brown,  while  yet  a  young  man,  moved 
to  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  married  Miss 
Lora  A.  Pangborn,  and  with  his  bride  commenced 
housekeeping  on  a  farm  in  that  county.  In  1828 
be   removed   to  Can^ndaigua,    Ontario  County, 

34 


N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
and  remained  until  his  death,  in  January,  1856. 
He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Melissa,  who  married  John  Benham,  of 
Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  and  after  his  death  became 
the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  N.  Banks,  of  Chicago;  Margaret 
M.,  w^ho  was  married  in  Canandaigua  to  Joel  B. 
Norris,  a  farmer  now  residing  in  Hillsdale,  Mich.; 
Philo  P].,  who  follows  agricultural  pursuits  in  El 
Dorado,  Kan.;  Walter  J.,  a  ranchman  residing  near 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  and  a  soldier  in  the  late  war; 
and  John  S.,  w4io  is  a  molder  by  trade  and  resides 
in  Battle  Creek,  Mich.  Those  deceased  are:  Seth 
T.,  who  died  of  cholera  in  1848;  Sarah,  who  passed 
away  in  infancy;  and  George  W.,  who  died  at 
Alden,  111. 

A  man  possessing  whole-souled,  generous  im- 
pulses, Luther  Brown  was  prominent  in  the  com- 
munity where  he  resided,  and  was  held  in  high 
esteem  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  aflfiliated  with 
the  Whigs  and  gave  his  hearty  support  to  the 
principles  advocated  by  that  party.  In  his  relig- 
ious belief  he  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  in  which  for  fifty  j^ears  his 
brother  Philo  E.  was  a  prominent  minister.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  about  eleven  years  old 
when  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Canandaigua, 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, meanwhile  conducting  his  studies  in  the 
common  schools  and  at  the  Canandaigua  Acad- 
em\\and  later  in  Wesleyan  Seminary, at  Lima,  N.  Y. 

His  literary  studies  completed,  our  subject  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine  under  the  precep- 
torship  of  Dr.  E.  W.  Cheney,  a  prominent  practi- 
tioner of  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  Prior  to  that,  how- 
ever, and  when  he  was  about  nineteen,  he  went  to 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  for  two  years  engaged  in 
teaching  school  in  Summit  County.  He  took  a 
course  of  medical  lectures  at  Willoughby,  Ohio, 
and  later  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
New  York  State  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  March  7,  1847.  After  conducting  his 
practice  for  one  year,  he  returned  to  college  and 
took  a  third  course  of  lectures.  Later  he  opened 
an  office  at  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  for  seven  years. 

Following  the  famous  advice  of  Horace  Greeley, 
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the  young  Doctor  came  West,  and  located  in  Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa,  where  he  speculated  with  fair  success. 
He  returned  from  there  to  his  old  home,  but  in 
the  spring  of  1856  he  went  to  Thornton,  Cook 
County,  111.,  where  he  spent  one  summer.  Thence 
he  came  to  Michigan,  and  in  the  fall  of  1857  lo- 
cated in  St.  Joseph,  where  for  several  years  he 
taught  the  only  school  in  the  place.  In  1862  he 
purchased  his  present  farm  of  nineteen  acres, upon 
which  he  raises  apples,  pears,  peaches,  berries,  and 
all  varieties  of  small  fruits.  The  independent  life 
of  a  fruit-grower  is  exactly  suited  to  his  tastes, 
and  he  iinds  here  recreation  and  pleasure  after  a 
life  of  professional  toil. 

May  17,  1849,  Dr.  Brown  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Margaret  Ellen,  daughter  of  Dr.  Cheney, 
his  medical  preceptor,  and  sister  of  the  illustrious 
Bishop  Cheney,  of  Chicago.  Mrs.  Brown  was  born 
in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  October  1,  1818,  and 
is  a  lady  of  refinement  and  intelligence.  Three 
children  have  blessed  the  union:  Alice  C,  the  wife 
of  Albert  E.  Stephens,  who  is  a  traveling  salesman 
for  a  Cleveland  oil  company;  Frank  C,  who  is  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Oiympia,  Wash.;  and 
Helen  C,  who  is  a  teacher  of  painting  and  draw- 
ing in  a  school  at  Duluth,  Minn.  Politically,  the 
Doctor  is  a  Republican,  and  in  1840  cast  his  ballot 
for  William  Henry  Harrison.  He  has  officiated  as 
Township  Treasurer  for  two  years,  and  in  1861 
served  as  Supervisor  of  the  township  of  St.  Joseph; 
he  also  held  the  same  office  in  Lincoln  Townshi]^  for 
nine  jears. 


eHARLES  C.  BP^LL,  a  leading  general  agri- 
culturist and  representative  citizen  of  So- 
dus  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  has 
recentl>^  entered  upon  his  third  year  of  office  as 
Supervisor,  and  in  the  work  pertaining  to  the  po- 
sition has  displayed  a  high  order  of  efficiency  and 
materially  aided  in  the  promotion  and  develop- 
ment of  needed  improvements  and  progressive  en- 
terprises. Our  subject  was  born  May  10,  1848,  in 
Ogle  County,  III.     His  father,  Aaron  Bell,  a  na- 


tive of  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  and  born  in  1820, 
was  but  two  years  old  when  with  the  paternal 
grandpal-cnts  lie  removed  to  Ohio.  He  spent  the 
days  of  boyhood  in  the  Buckeye  State  and  en- 
joyed the  benefit  of  instruction  in  the  district 
schools  of  those  early  days.  Attaining  to  man- 
hood, Aaron  Bell  was  in  1843  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Jane  Collins,  of  Ohio,  in  which  State 
the  husband  and  wife  remained  four  years,  then 
emigrating  to  Ogle  County,  III.  There  the  father 
engaged  in  farming  and  prosperously  continued 
in  his  vocation  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  until  1889, 
when  he  emigrated  to  South  Dakota,  and  settled 
in  Brown  County  upon  a  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acre  farm,  which,  although  seventy-six 
years  of  age,  he  still  conducts. 

Nine  children  were  born  unto  the  parents,  and 
seven  sons  and  daughters  are  yet  living.  Last 
year  the  venerable  father  and  mother  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  in  their  Dakota  home. 
Tuesday,  October  20,  1842,  in  Cliagrin  Falls,  Ohio, 
were  joined  in  wedlock  Aaron  Bell  and  Jane  Col- 
lins, who  after  fifty  3'ears  of  joy  and  sorrow, 
upon  October  20,  1892,  invited  all  of  their  be- 
loved family  and  mnny  friends  to  participate  with 
them  in  the  anniversary  which  was  the  fiftieth 
milestone  in  the  journey  they  had  traveled  so 
harmoniously  together  through  all  the  clianging 
years.  Every  child  was  present,  and  numerous 
other  relatives  and  distinguished  guests  from  far 
and  near  shared  in  the  joy  and  festivities  of  the 
occasion.  Rosanna  Caldwell,  a  daughter,  was  there 
from  Ellsworth,  Kan;  Charles  Bell,  the  eldest  son, 
arrived  from  Benton  Harbor;  James  C.  Bell,  the 
second  son,  residing  in  Groton,  Dak.,  was  one  of 
the  family  group;  Trilla  Young,  the  second 
daughter,  had  traveled  thither  from  her  home  in 
Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Cordelia  Moon,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  with  Tellia  Reed,  of  Woodlawn,  Cal.,  and 
Lulu  Bell,  ^  of  Groton,  Dak.,  were  the  three 
younger  daughters,  and  completed  the  children 
who  again,  after  years  of  separation,  gathered 
around  the  fireside  of  their  parents.  The  best 
wishes  of  all  present  were  showered  upon  the  ven- 
erable couple,  who  had  walked  tranquilly  side  by 
side  for  a  ha  If -century. 

The  third  son  of  the  family,  our   subject,  at- 
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tended  the  schools  of  Ogle  County,  III.,  until  the 
age  of  twenty,  when  he  entered  the  Wheaton  Col- 
lege, at  Wheaton  III.,  and  there  received  the  bene- 
fit of  a  comprehensive  course  of  study  for  one 
year.  The  anniversary  of  the  twenty-first  birth- 
day of  Mr.  Bell  fell  on  the  memorable  day  of  the 
completion  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  which, 
on  the  10th  of  May,  1869,  had  crossed  the  contin- 
ent with  its  iron  rail.  After  leaving  college,  our 
subject  came  at  once  to  Michigan,  where  he 
purchased  sixty  acres  of  fertile  land,  intending  to 
then  start  in  life  by  cultivating  the  farm.  After 
partially  clearing  it  of  timber,  he  exchanged  the 
acres  for  lots  in  Irving  Park,  now  a  suburb  of 
Chicago.  In  1872,  Mr.  Bell  located  permanently 
in  Sod  us  Township,  Berrien  County,  and  settled 
upon  land  near  his  present  homestead.  Since  then 
he  has  prosperously  devoted  himself  to  the  pur- 
suit of  agriculture,  and  has  taken  a  place  with  the 
prominent  farmers  of  the  county.  Our  subject 
entered  the  bonds  of  wedlock  March  16,  1870, 
marrying  Miss  Martha  Hemingway,  daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Lois  Hemingway.  Jesse  Hemingway, 
from  his  location  in  the  county  in  1854,  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1831,  took  an  active  part 
in  all  local  affairs  and  was  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  him.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bell  have  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children:  Trilla 
Lois,  born  July  17,  1876;  Mary,  born  June  18, 
1880,  just  one  hundred  years  after  the  birth  of 
her  great-grandmother,  Mary  Bell,  a  lineal  descend- 
ant of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots;  and  Charles  Arthur, 
born  in  April,  1885.  The  daughters  in  the  dawn  of 
womanhood  and  the  manly  son  make  glad  the 
hearts  of  the  parents. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are  devout 
members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  are 
active  in  the  good  work  of  that  denomination. 
Fraternally,  Mr.  Bell  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
Patrons  of  Husbandry  and  is  a  Past  Master  of 
that  order.  He  also  participates  in  the  gatherings 
of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  has 
long  been  connected  with  that  society.  Politi- 
cally, our  subject  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  in 
1882  was  elected  Township  Trustee,  which  office 
he  held  to  the  universal  satisfaction  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen  two  yeax^s.     In  1887,  he  was  elected  to 


the  office  of  Supervisor,  holding  the  position  until 
1891.  In  1893,  Mr.  Bell  was  again  elected  Super- 
visor and  is  now  an  incumbent  of  that  office.  In 
his  public  work,  as  in  his  business,  our  subject  is  a 
j  thoroughly  practical  man  of  excellent  methods 
and  executive  ability. 


^"1  ^  ENRY  NELSON  CAMERON,  a  prosperous 
■^  general  farmer  of  Cass  County,  resides  on 
section  8,  Howard  Township,  and  is  well 
^  known  and  highly  respected  among  the 
citizens  of  the  community.  He  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  was  born  in  Juniata  County, on 
the  nth  of  October,  1824.  His  father,  Joseph 
Cameron,  was  born  in  Lebanon  County,  Pa.,  being 
the  son  of  Lewis  Cameron,  a  native  of  Scotland, 
who  emigrated  to  America  when  a  mere  boy.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Mary,  the  daughter  of 
Peter  Burns,  both  natives  of  the  Keystone  State, 
the  mother  having  been  born  in  Juniata  County. 

In  Juniata  County,  Joseph  Cameron  and  Miss 
Mary  Burris  were  united  in  marriage,  and,  locating 
there,  they  commenced  housekeeping  on  a  modest 
scale.  He  was  a  carpenter  and  followed  that 
trade  with  considerable  success.  In  1854,  accom- 
panied by  their  children,  they  started  on  the  long 
journey  to  Illinois,  expecting  to  locate  in  that 
State  permanently.  On  the  day  of  their  arrival 
in  Galena,  the  wife  and  mother  died,  also  one  of 
the  children,  the  victims  of  that  dread  disease, 
cholera.  After  this  heavy  bereavement  the  father 
proceeded  to  Stephenson  County,  III.,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1854  came  to  Berrien  County,  this  State. 
He  died  in  Clay  County,  Ind.,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  four  children 
who  grew  to  mature  years.  They  were:  Henry  N., 
of  this  sketch;  Catherine,  deceased;  Mary  Ann, 
the  wife  of  George  Kiser,  of  Clay  County,  Ind.; 
and  Susan,  widow  of  Roy  Eastwood,  of  South 
Bend,  Ind.  Our  subject,  the  eldest  of  the  family, 
was  reared  in  Juniata  County,  where  he  attended 
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the  district  schools,  and  worked  during  the  vaca- 
tion seasons  on  the  farm.  In  1853  he  came 
to  Michigan,  and,  locating  in  Berrien  County, 
worked  at  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  during  one 
summer.  Afterward  he  rented  a  farm  belonging 
to  David  Rougli  and  located  in  Bertrand  Town- 
ship. For  one  year  his  sister  was  his  housekeeper, 
but  at  the  expiration  of  tliat  time  he  brought  a 
wife  to  his  cozy  home. 

The  lady  who  on  the  Uth  of  April,  1854, 
became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Cameron  was  formerly 
Miss  Mary  R.  Williams,  and  was  born  in  Cass  Coun- 
ty, Mich.,  April  1,  1838.  Her  parents,  William  H. 
and  Ann  (Pasmore)  Williams,  were  natives  of 
Delaware,  and  died  at  the  respective  ages  of 
eigl)ty-one  and  seventy-nine.  They  had  nine 
children,  all  of  whom  married  and  reared  families. 
After  his  marriage,  our  subject  rented  a  farm  in 
Bertrand  Township,  remaining  there  for  four 
years.  When  he  located  on  that  place  he  was  in 
debt  to  the  amount  of  $80,  but  he  prospered  to 
such  an  extent  that  at  the  expiration  of  four  years 
he  was  the  possessor  of  $2,300  in  cash,  four  head 
of  good  horses  and  nineteen  iiead  of  cattle. 

From  Berrien  County  Mr.  Cameron  removed  to 
Iowa,  where  he  invested  in  lands  and  remained 
for  two  years.  Later  he  rented  a  farm  consisting 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Berrien  County, 
residing  there  for  four  3'ears.  Next  he  purchased 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section 
17,  Howard  Township,  Cass  County,  and  continued 
to  cultivate  this  property  for  a  period  of  fifteen 
years,  when  he  sold  a  portion  of  the  estate  and  lo- 
cated at  his  present  place  of  residence.  Here  he 
owns  three  hundred  and  thirteen  acres,  all  under 
cultivation  with  the  exception  of  fifty  acres  of 
timber-land. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cameron  have  been  the  parents 
of  fifteen  children:  William  J.,  of  Marcellus, 
Mich.;  Sarah  J.,  formerly  a  school  teacher,  now  the 
wife  of  W.  D.  Young,  of  Dakota;  Mary  A.,  the 
wife  of  Solomon  Walker,  a  resident  of  Berrien 
County,  Mich.;  Alice  A.,  Mrs.  Arthur  Walter,  of 
Washington;  Edwin  S.,  who  formerly  followed 
the  profession  of  a  teacher  and  is  now  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Kettle  Falls,  Wash.;  George  B.,  who  re- 
sides in  Howard  Township,  Cass  County;  Cora  B, 


and  Carrie  M.,  who  are  successful  teachers;  Charles 
A.  and  Frank  N.,  who  reside  with  their  parents; 
Maud  E.,  wife  of  Lewis  Moore;  Henry  W.,  Simon, 
Frank  and  Rosa  Z.,  the  four  last-named  being  de- 
ceased. The  surviving  children  have  received  the 
best  educational  advantages  possible,  and  five  of 
them  have  been  teachers. 

In  politics  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Cameron  has  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Road  Commissioner. 
In  his  religious  convictions  he  is  an  earnest  Chris- 
tian and  a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist 
P]piscopal  Church.  He  is  a  man  who  carries  his 
religious  belief  into  his  practical  everyday  life, 
proving  by  the  uprightness  and  honor  of  his  life 
the  sincerity  of  his  belief.  As  a  citizen,  he  is 
public-spirited  and  energetic,  always  favoring  the 
measures  which  in  his  judgment  will  benelit  the 
community. 


NSON    L.   DUNN,  who    was   a    native    of 
Hillsdale  County,  Mich.,  was  born  in  1838. 
After  a  life  of  usefulness,  in  which  he  be- 
v^^  came  a  prosperous  agriculturist,  successful 

merchant  and  occupied  with  honor  various  official 
positions,  he  passed  away  in  Cass  County  in  1888, 
sincerely  lamented  by  a  wide  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances throughout  the  State.  Our  subject  was  one 
of  eight  children  of  Archibald  and  Sallie  A.  (Mon- 
roe) Dunn,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  The  father  and  mother 
came  to  Michigan  about  1835  and  located  in  Hills- 
dale County,  where  they  remained  until  1855, 
when  they  made  Cass  County  their  permanent 
home.  Archibald  Dunn  survived  until  1889;  the 
mother  is  still  living.  The  Dunns  are  of  Irish  an- 
cestry, but  various  members  of  the  family  have 
for  generations  been  numbered  among  the  sub- 
stantial American  citizens.  Anson  L.  Dunn  spent 
the  early  days  of  his  youth  in  Hillsdale  County, 
and,  accompanying  Ids  parents  to  their  new  resi- 
dence in  1859,  was  from  his  first  days  of  man- 
hood associated  with  the  growth  and  progress  of 
Cftss  County,     lu  1859  our  subjegt  was  united  in 
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marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Gill,  only  daughter  of 
John  and  Ann  (Kneale)  Gill,  both  of  whom  were 
born  upon  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  there  attaining  to 
mature  years  emigrated  to  America,  and  were  mar- 
ried near  Cleveland,  Ohio 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gill  settled  in  Mason  Township, 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  in  1835  and  in  1841  the  mother 
and  eldest  child  died.  At  that  time  Mrs.  Dunn 
was  but  nine  months  old.  In  1843,  the  father  mar- 
ried Miss  Martha  Tliompson,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gill 
later  in  life  made  their  home  with  Mrs.  Dunn, and 
both  passed  away  tenderly  cared  for  by  their  de- 
voted daughter.  Mr.  Gill  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Cass  County,  and  cleared  a  homestead  which 
he  took  up  from  the  Government.  He  sold  his 
farm  in  1866,  later  removed  to  Adamsville  and 
later  came  to  Jones,  Cass  County.  The  paternal 
grandparents  of  Mrs.  Gill,  William  Gill  and  his 
wife,  followed  their  son  John  to  Ohio,  and  died 
in  the  Bucke3e  State.  When  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunn 
began  life  together  they  bought  a  small  farm  and 
made  their  home  in  a  board  house  12x14  feet  in 
dimensions.  In  this  humble  abode  they  passed 
one  and  a-half  years,  the  husband  and  wife  both 
doing  their  part  in  the  daily  work  of  life.  They 
were  soon  enabled  to  buy  another  farm,  but  in  a 
few  years  sold  that  property  and  invested  in  a  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acre  tract  of  land,  to  which 
from  time  to  time  other  ncies  were  added,  until  at 
the  period  of  Mr.  Dunn's  death  he  owned  a  large 
and  valuable  farm. 

In  1864  our  subject  enlisted  in  Comi)any  D, 
Fifteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  courageously 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Mr.  Dunn  was 
elected  County  Treasurer  in  1870,  and  with  able 
fidelity  discharging  the  duties  of  the  responsible 
position  was  a  second  time  elected  to  the  office  by 
his  constituents.  He  also  served  as  Supervisor  of 
the  township  for  two  years,  and  in  the  transaction 
of  business  gave  universal  satisfaction,  besides  serv- 
ing in  various  other  offices.  In  the  spring  of  1879  he 
engaged  in  the  handling  of  merchandise,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  mercantile  business  until  his  last  ill- 
ness and  death,  July,  1888.  Although  only  about 
fifty  years  of  age,  Mr.  Dunn  had  been  a  great  suf- 
ferer for  many  years  prior  to  his  demise,  but  with 
fortitude  endured  all,  and  was  always  a  busy  man. 


energetic  and  enterprising.  He  was  a  valued  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  Church  and  a  liberal  supporter 
of  its  good  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunn  were  the 
parents  of  three  sons.  Garry  is  a  leading  merchant 
of  Jones;  George  resides  in  Jones;  and  Frank 
lives  on  the  old  farm  and  assists  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  fertile 
land  which  comprise  the  homestead. 


p  MOS  C.  HOUSE,  an  extensive  land-owner 
and  representative  agriculturist  of  Ber- 
Ift  trand  Township,  Berrien  County,  resides 
upon  a  magnificent  homestead  pleasantly 
located  upon  section  18,  the  valuable  acreage 
with  its  costly  improvements  being  one  of  the 
finest  pieces  of  farming  property  in  the  State. 
Our  subject,  a  native  of  Juniata  County,  Pa., 
born  May  24,  1843,  is  the  son  of  F^phraim  and 
Mary  (Scott)  House.  The  father,  born  and  reared 
in  New  eJerscj',  was  of  German  descent.  The 
mother,  who  was  a  native  of  England,  remained 
in  her  native  land  until  about  sixteen  years  of 
age,  when  she  came  to  America  with  her  father 
and  settled  in  New  York.  The  father,  also  born 
in  F^ngland,  returned  later  to  the  Old  Country 
for  the  rest  of  the  familj^  It  was  supposed  that 
he  was  killed  on  the  outward-bound  journey, 
and  his  daughttu*  Mary  was  then  left  alone,  a 
stranger  in  a  strange  land.  The  mother  of  Mr. 
House  married  for  her  first  husband  Mr.  Sanders, 
and  bore  him  three  sons,  George,  Richard  and 
Joseph.  Later  Ephraim  and  Mary  House  were 
united  in  marriage  and  became  the  parents  of 
eleven  children.  The  father  died  in  Pennsylvania 
at  about  sixty-two  years  of  age.  The  mother 
afterward  made  her  home  in  Michigan  and  passed 
away  at  the  close  of  four-score  years.  In  physi- 
que, she  was  small,  but  was  a  woman  of  intelli- 
gence and  strength  of  character. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Juniata 
Count}^,  Pa.,  and  received  his  education  in  tlie 
common  schools  of  the  district,  and  when  eighteen 
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years  old  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself.  For 
seven  seasons  he  boated  on  the  Pennsylvania 
Canal,  and  was  driver,  steersman  and  captain, 
working  for  the  same  man  most  of  the  time.  He 
journeyed  from  Liverpool  to  Columbia,  thence  to 
Sunbury  and  on  to  Baltimore.  One  year  he 
boated  on  his  own  account.  March  8,  1865,  he 
went  to  Missouri,  but  remained  there  only  a  short 
time,  going  thence  to  Illinois,  and  from  that  State 
finding  his  way  to  Indiana.  Later  he  came  to 
Michigan,  and  finally,  during  1865,  settled  in 
Bertrand  Township,  where  he  worked  for  a  time 
by  the  day  and  month.  Amos  C.  House  was  mar- 
ried August  23,  1868,  to  Miss  Eliza,  daughter  of 
David  and  Anna  (Rhodes)  Rough.  The  parents 
of  Mrs.  House,  with  their  five  children,  were  born 
in  Pennsylvania.  The  father  and  mother  jour- 
neyed with  their  family  to  Michigan  by  team  in 
1849.  They  were  twenty-eight  days  on  the  way, 
and  slept  at  night  in  the  large  wagon  which  com- 
fortably sheltered  the  weary  travelers. 

Mrs.  House,  the  youngest  child  and  second 
daughter,  born  in  the  Quaker  State  May  16,  1843, 
was  but  six  years  of  age  when  she  arrived  in  Ber- 
rien County,  and  in  the  district  schools  of  her  new 
home  received  her  education.  Immediately  subse- 
quent to  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  House  made 
their  home  with  Father  Rough,  remaining  upon 
his  homestead  for  four  years,  in  1873  removing 
to  Tripp's  farm.  In  1881,  they  located  perma- 
nently where  they  now  reside,  and  built  an  ele- 
gant residence  and  other  buildings  at  a  cost  of 
$15,000.  The  finely  appointed  house  is  a  modern 
brick  structure,  containing  fifteen  conveniently  ar- 
ranged apartments,  whose  finish  is  in  keeping  with 
the  beautiful  design  and  stjde  of  architecture.  The 
barn,  46x72  feet,  is  attractive  in  exterior  and  con- 
tains every  convenience  desirable  for  housing 
grain  and  stock.  The  six  hundred  acreage,  all  in 
one  body,  is  mostly  under  cultivation  and,  furn- 
ishing a  variety  of  products,  yields  annually  a 
bounteous  harvest.  Our  subject  owns  other  valu- 
able farming  property,  among  which  is  a  tract  of 
two  hundred  and  six  acres,  with  a  house  and  barn; 
also  a  one  hundred  and  thirty -seven  acre  farm 
in  Indiana,  with  a  house  and  barn;  also  a  one 
hundred  and  six  acre  homestead,  well   improved, 


with  house  and  barn,  in  Terre  Coupee  Prairie, 
Bertrand  Township;  and  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  nine  acres  in  Niles  Township,  his  entire  acre- 
age being  estimated  at  thirteen  hundred  and  forty- 
six. 

Mr.  House  is  a  stockholder  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Niles,  and  is  prominent  in  financial  enter- 
prises. He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Zion  Evan- 
gelical Church,  of  which  he  has  been  Steward  for 
seven  years.  He  was  one  of  the  building  commit- 
tee through  whose  efforts  the  new  house  of  wor- 
ship was  erected.  Our  subject  was  a  liberal  donor 
and  generously  gave  many  hundreds  of  dollars 
toward  the  completion  of  the  new  building.  Mrs. 
House  has  also  been  a  valuable  aid  in  religious  work 
and  benevolent  enterprises,  and  has  long  been 
connected  with  the  church.  One  son  has  blessed 
the  home,  William  David,  born  upon  his  grand- 
father's homestead  August  20,  1871.  William  D. 
House  is  an  intelligent  young  man  and,  possessing 
excellent  business  ability,  has  a  bright  future  be- 
fore him.  He  is  married,  and  with  his  wife,  form- 
erly Miss  Nellie  Shearer,  has  been  residing  with 
his  parents.  Our  subject  is  now  erecting  a  dwell- 
ing in  Buchanan,  where  lie  expects  after  a  time  to 
locate,  and  will  then  retire  from  active  business. 
His  life  has  been  a  busy  one,  and  throughout  the 
prosperous  years  he  has  steadily  won  his  upward 
way,  true  to  each  daily  duty.  Without  being  a 
politician,  he  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  national 
issues  and  is  in  every  sense  of  the  word  an  enter- 
prising and  loyal  American  citizen,  and  votes  the 
Democratic  ticket. 


—4- 
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I  NOT  INGRAHAM,  a  well-to-do  citizen 
of  Coloma  and  for  twenty-three  years  the 
most  prominent  merchant  of  this  thriving 
village,  was  born  in  Sackett's  Harbor,  N.  Y., 
on  the  10th  of  February,  1820.  His  father,  Jarett 
Ingraham,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  having 
been  born  there  in  1777,  and  was  one  of  eight 
children  in  the  family  of  a  Revolutionar}'  hero, 
who,  after  having  served  his  country  with  indom- 
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itable  bravery,  died  during  the  continuance  of  the 
struggle  with  England.  The  famil}^  originated 
in  p]n gland. 

Jarett  Jngraluim  was  a  mechanic  and  a  farmer, 
and  in  an  early  day  made  settlement  in  Jeffeison 
County,  N.  Y.  During  the  War  of  1812  he  served 
as  inspector  of  provisions,  and  he  also  sliouldered 
his  musket  and  participated  actively  in  the  battle 
of  Sackett's  Harbor.  In  1845  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  for  one  summer  resided  in  Bain  bridge 
Township,  Berrien  County,  after  which  he  located 
in  the  northern  part  of  AVatervliet.  Here  he  and 
liis  son,  our  subject,  purchased  seven  eighty-acre 
tracts,  and  he  cleared  and  improved  one  of  these 
lots,  making  it  his  home  for  a  number  of  years. 
His  death  occurred  in  Bainbridge  in  1856. 

A  Whig  in  politics,  Mr.  Ingraham  was  a  man 
who  gave  considerable  attention  to  affairs  of  local 
or  general  interest,  and  was  a  thoughtful  student 
of  the  times.  He  was  a  consistent  Christian  and 
an  active  worker  in  the  Free-will  Baptist  Church, 
toward  the  growth  of  which  he  was  a  liberal  and 
regular  contributor.  He  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Polly  Pitman,  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters.  The 
wife  and  mother  survived  her  husband's  demise 
for  fifteen  years. 

Early  in  life  our  subject  began  work  in  a  wagon 
shop  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  began  in  busi- 
ness for  himself,  purchasing  at  that  time  fifty  acres 
in  the  town  of  Clayton,  N.  Y.  In  1847  he  sold 
that  property  and,  coming  to  Michigan,  settled  on 
section  4,  Watervliet  Township,  where  he  im- 
proved two  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  He  has 
given  considerable  assistance  to  his  sons,  and  still 
retains  the  ownership  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  besides  four  houses  in  Coloma,  the  St.  Cloud 
Block  in  this  village,  and  other  real  estate.  Jt 
will  thus  be  seen  that  f)rosperity  has  rewarded  his 
exertions,  and  he  is  one  of  the  moneyed  men  of 
the  village. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  year  1843,  Mr.  Ingraham 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Valetta  C,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  A.  Williams.  Her  father  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  whither  he 
removed  from  Massachusetts,  and  he  was  also  one 
of  the    pioneer   teachers  of   Watertown,  where  he 


taught  for  a  number  of  years.  His  death  occurred 
on  a  farm.  He  had  served  in  a  number  of  county 
offices  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the 
township.  His  father  was  also  a  man  of  influence 
and  note,  and  died  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ingraham  are  members  of  the  Free-will 
Baptist  Church.  They  were  the  parents  of  three 
children,  two  of  whom  were  reared  to  manhood, 
L^^man  and  Solon.  In  addition  to  engaging  in 
the  mercantile  business  for  almost  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  Mr.  Ingraham  also  was  proprietor  of  a 
hotel  and  conducted  that  enterprise  with  success. 
Formerly  a  Whig,  he  is  now  a  Republican,  and  has 
been  the  incumbent  of  a  number  of  positions  of 
trust. 


^'^©^@l^^ 


^f"  OHN  S.  COLLINS.  In  the  perusal  of  this 
volume  the  reader  has  doubtless  been  im- 
I)ressed  with  the  fact  that  the  large  major- 
^^^f/  ^ty  of  our  most  successful  citizens  have 
risen  to  positions  of  influence  from  humble  en- 
vironments and  in  spite  of  adverse  circumstances. 
To  t!iis  list  of  men  we  add  the  name  of  John  S. 
Collins,  the  well-known  farmer  of  Milton  Town- 
ship, w^hose  farm  is  pleasantly  located  on  section 
7.  Here  he  engages  in  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits on  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  com- 
prising the  estate,  most  of  which  is  under  cultiva- 
tion. Since  he  located  on  this  place  in  1856  he 
has  added  many  improvements  and  erected  a  num- 
ber of  substantial  farm  buildings,  in  this  way  in- 
creasing the  value  of  the  property  materially. 

A  few  words  with  reference  to  the  ancestors  of 
our  subject  will  not  be  amiss  in  this  connection.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Collins,  was  a  native 
of  England  and  with  two  brothers  emigrated  to  this 
country  at  an  early  day.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, William  Candy,  was  also  born  in  England, 
whence,  accompanied  by  two  brothers,  he  came  to 
America  many  years  ago.  The  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject, Thomas  and  Sophia  (Candy)  Collins,  were 
both  natives  of  Delaware,  where  the}'  were  mar- 
ried. They  located  in  Milford,Kent  County,  that 
State,  where   the  father  engaged  as  a  brick  mason 
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and  plasterer  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at 
the  age  of  forty  years.  His  wife  survived  him 
many  years,  and  passed  away  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-one. 

Thomas  and  Sophia  Collins  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  three  daughters  and  five 
sons  reached  mature  years.  Five  are  now  living 
as  follows:  Benjamin  Y.,  a  resident  of  Niles; 
James  A.,  who  is  living  in  St.  Joseph,  this  State; 
John,  of  this  sketch;  Sophia,  the  widow  of  N.  Den- 
nis, of  Chicago;  and  Mary  C,  widow  of  George  N. 
Bond,  a  resident  of  Denver,  Colo.  John  S.,  the 
seventh  in  order  of  birth,  was  born  in  Kent 
County,  Del.,  January  4,  1817,  and  remained  in 
his  native  place  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  came  to  Michigan,  in  1834,  and  located  in  Niles. 
For  seventeen  years  he  followed  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker,  and  for  fourteen  successive  years  he 
and  a  brother  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
boots  and  shoes  in  that  city.  Later  he  conducted 
a  grocery  and  bakery  for  one  year,  and  in  1849  he 
purchased  a  farm,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  Niles  Township. 

After  making  his  home  on  that  place  for  five 
and  one-half  years,  Mr.  Collins  disposed  of  his 
property  and  returned  to  Niles.  In  1856,  as  has 
been  stated,  he  purchased  the  place  where  he  has 
since  resided.  On  the  9th  of  April,  1843,  he  mar- 
ried Martha  Reese,  who  was  born  in  Tioga  County, 
N.  Y.,  January  17,  1824.  The  paternal  grandfa- 
ther of  Mrs.  Collins  was  Jacob  Reese,  a  native  of 
West  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  who  traced  his  ancestry 
to  Holland.  Her  parents,  John  M.  and  Angelina 
M.  (Mills)  Reese,  were  natives  of  New^  York,  the 
latter  having  been  born  in  Amsterdam,  of  Welsh 
descent.  Mr.  Reese  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  was  thus  engaged  in  New  York  and  in  Indi- 
ana, whither  he  removed  in  1834,  settling  in  St. 
Joseph.  Two  years  later  he  came  to  Cass  County, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty.  His  mother 
had  attained  to  the  advanced  age  of  one  hundred 
and  two.  Mrs.  Angelina  Reese  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  in  Cass  County.  She  is  quite  ac- 
tive, notwithstanding  the  fact  that  she  is  ninety- 
three  years  of  age. 

Of  a  family  of  eleven  children  who  lived  to  ma- 
turity, two   having  died  in  childhood,  Mrs.  Col- 


lins is  the  second  daughter.  She  was  a  child  of 
ten  years  when  she  accompanied  her  parents  to 
Indiana,  and  two  years  later  came  to  Cass  County, 
where  she  grew  to  womanhood  and  married. 
Her  marriage  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four 
children,  as  follows:  Albert  R.,  of  Niles;  Alice, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Fowler  and  resides  with 
our  subject  on  the  home  farm;  Emma  B.,  who 
married  Edwin  Fowler,  a  farmer  residing  in  Cass 
County,  N.  Dak.;  and  Rev.  John  S.,  a  minister  in 
the  Baptist  Church  and  a  missionaiy  in  the  Iron 
Mountains,  in  the  northern  part  of  Michigan. 

In  his  younger  years  Mr.  Collins  affiliated  with 
the  Democratic  party  and  cast  his  first  Presiden- 
tial ballot  for  Martin  Van  Buren.  However,  for 
many  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the  Repub- 
licans and  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  that  party.  He 
has  held  a  number  of  official  positions  in  Berrien 
and  Cass  Counties,  has  filled  the  various  school 
offices  and  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  village  of 
Niles,  where  he  was  also  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council.  He  has  served  as  Highway  Commissioner 
of  Milton  Township.  While  he  still  superintends 
his  farm,  he  no  longer  actively  engages  in  tilling 
the  soil,  but  is  passing  his  time  quietly  at  his  home 
in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  comforts  of  life.  He 
and  his  estimable  wife  are  highly  regarded  through- 
out this  community  and  have  a  large  circle  of 
warm  personal  friends. 


D'^'T^C 


.ORMAN  E.  LANDON.  p:ngland  has  ever 
numbered  man 3^  representatives  among  the 
best  class  of  citizens  of  this  country.  There 
is  a  sterling  quality  about  the  nationality  that 
particularly  fits  them  for  pioneer  life,  and  we,  as 
Americans,  are  greatly  indebted  to  settlers  of 
English  origin  for  the  rapid  advancement  made  in 
our  civilization.  The  Landon  family  came  origin- 
ally from  P^ngland,  and  a  branch  of  the  family 
tree  took  root  in  American  soil  at  a  period  far 
antedating  the  Revolution.  Rufus  Landon,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  entered  the  Colonial 
Army  when  but  seventeen  years  of  age  and  fought 
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bravely  for  independence.  He  was  one  who  en- 
tered Canada  to  relieve  Arnold,  who  was  operating 
against  Quebec.  Being  a  drummer  bo}',  he  served 
throughout  the  war  and  was  under  Gen.  Schuyler 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  United  States  for  some 
time. 

Norman  E.  Landon  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Salisbury,  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  in  1824,  and 
was  the  youngest  of  seven  children  born  to  Luther 
and  Martha*  (Hewitt)  Landon,  natives  also  of 
Connecticut.  Mr.  Landon  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation and  followed  that  very  successfully  all  his 
life.  His  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  John,  deceased;  Sarah,  deceased, 
who  was  the  wife  of  Abram  Bergart;  Rufus,  de- 
ceased; Catherine,  widow  of  George  Eldredge; 
Martha,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Harris 
Beckley,  who  is  also  deceased;  and  Norman  E., 
our  subject.     All  these  children  lived  to  maturity. 

Norman  E.  Landon  was  reared  in  his  native 
State  and  received  but  a  limited  education.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  started  out  to  make  his 
own  way  in  life,  and  at  once  began  learning  the 
carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade  in  Kinderhook,  N.  Y. 
He  remained  in  that  section  for  seven  years,  four 
years  of  which  time  he  was  engaged  in  managing 
and  contracting  for  himself.  Later  he  returned  to 
Connecticut,  and  for  nine  years  worked  at  his  trade 
in  tliat  State.  Seeing  better  prospects  for  his 
trade  in  the  West,  he  turned  his  face  in  that 
direction  in  1858,  and  landed  in  Berrien  County, 
Lake  Township,  Mich.,  where,  with  the  exce{)tion 
of  about  three  years,  he  has  resided  ever  since. 
For  the  most  part,  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming, 
and  has  followed  his  trade  but  little.  The  land  on 
which  Mr.  Landon  now  resides,  when  purchased  by 
him  had  but  few  improvements,  but  he  began  at 
once  to  clear,  and  now  has  one  of  the  finest  places 
in  his  section.  Of  the  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
comprising  the  farm,  he  has  sixty  acres  finely  im- 
proved, and  on  this  a  beautiful  residence,  out- 
buildings, etc. 

In  1847,  Mr.  Landon  married  Miss  Rebecca 
Allen,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  the  daughter  of 
Harris  and  Clara  (June)  Allen,  of  Kinderhook, 
N.  Y.  The  Allen  family  came  originally-  from 
England,  and  its  members  became  prominent  citi- 


zens of  the  Empire  State.  The  June  family  settled 
in  New  York  at  a  very  early  period.  Mrs.  Lan- 
don was  the  only  child  born  to  her  parents.  The 
six  children  born  to  our  subject  and  wife  were 
as  follows:  Martha,  wife  of  Ransom  Ashcroff; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Wellington  Munson,  of  Cass 
County,  Mich.;  Edward  N.;  Clara,  wife  of  Rich- 
mond Stahelin,  of  this  county;  and  two  who  died 
in  infancy.  In  politics,  he  has  been  a  life-long 
Democrat,  and  in  religion  he  and  Mrs.  Landon  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


HEO  R.  MARBLE,  a  prominent  general 
agriculturist  and  esteemed  citizen  of  Bu- 
chanan Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.? 
was  born  amid  the  Green  Mountains  of  Vermont 
January  18,  1830.  The  Marble  family  is  well 
known  in  New  p]ngland,  and  the  parents  of  our 
subject,  James  and  Alice  (Smith)  Marble,  were 
born  in  Salem,  Mass.  From  there  they  moved  to 
Vermont,  and  in  1844  emigrated  to  the  State  of 
Indiana,  and  settled  upon  a  farm  in  St.  Joseph 
County.  The  father  died  in  1848,  but  the  mother 
survived  many  years,  passing  away  at  four-score 
years  and  ten.  The  eight  children  of  the  parental 
famUy  were  as  follows:  Edward,  living  in  Ber- 
rien County,  Mich.;  Sarah,  deceased,  the  wife  of 
L.  Shaddock;  John  C,  a  citizen  of  St.  Joseph 
County,  Ind.;  Willard  and  Orson,  deceased;  Isaac, 
a  resident  of  Buchanan;  Lucy,  deceased;  and  The- 
odore R.,  our  subject.  The  father,  an  energetic 
and  industrious  man  of  sterling  integrity  of  char- 
acter, was  sixty-five  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  decease. 

Theo  R.  Marble  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  sixteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  began  life  for  himself,  and  worked 
by  the  month,  still  engaging  in  the  pursuit  of 
agriculture,  for  about  six  years.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  this  length  of  time,  he,  in  1852,  emigrated 
to  California,  traveling  overland  with  an  ox-team 
and  taking  other  stock.  He  was  hired  as  driver 
to  accompan}^  Messrs.  Hopkins  and  Litzenberger, 
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who  preceded  him  to  Council    Bluffs,  fi^om  which 
city  he  walked  the  entire  distance  to  McCellamy 
Hill,  Cal.     There  were  in  the  train  forty-one  men 
and  women,  seventeen  wagons,  two  or  three  hun- 
dred   head  of   cattle,  and    a   dozen    loose   horses. 
After  leaving  Omaha  everything  went  smoothly 
until  the  party  reached    Shell   Creek,  about   one 
and  a-half  days*  drive  from  Council  Bluffs,  when 
the  train  was  attacked  by   three  liundred  Pawnee 
Indians.     A  running   fight   occurred,  the  wagons 
moving  slowly  along  in  the  mean  time.    Two  men 
were   sliot   through  the    thighs,   and   Mr.  Litzen- 
berger  was  shot  through   the  left   lung  by  an  ar- 
row and  never  fully  recovered    from    the  wound. 
Six  or  seven  Indians  were  killed  outright  and   a 
number  so  badly  wounded  that  they  soon  after  died. 
The  Indians,  later  reinforced  and  fully  five  hun- 
dred strong,  followed  after  and  camped  within  a 
half-mile  of  the  train,  but  the  latter  had  been  joined 
by  about  three  hundred  Missouri  men  and  their  fam- 
ilies, and  the  Indians,  finding  themselves  opposed 
by  a  small  and  armed   army  of   determined   emi- 
grants, abandoned  their  hostile  designs  and  with- 
drew from  the  field.     At   the  time   this    trip  was 
taken  Omaha  boasted  only  a  few  families,  and  the 
country  was  almost  a  desert  until  the  weary  train 
struck  Utah. 

At  last,  safely  arriving  in  California,  Mr.  Marble 
spent  two  years  in  mining.  At  first  he  was  very 
successful,  and  took  from  a  mine  from  |5D  to 
$100  per  day.  For  this  mine  he  was  offered  120,- 
000  in  cash,  but  refused,  and  in  a  short  time 
the  deposit  was  exhausted  and  the  mine  became 
worthless.  Remaining  in  the  Golden  State  for 
twenty-one  years,  our  subject  witnessed  the  re- 
markable growth  and  prosperity  of  San  Francisco 
and  Sacramento,  which,  when  he  saw  them,  were 
at  first  "canvas''  towns,  but  inside  the  tents  were 
gay  trappings  and  furniture,  especially  in  the 
gambling  houses,  which  abounded.  At  that  time 
some  of  the  most  valuable  business  lots  could 
have  been  purchased  for  $100  and  less. 

After  his  two  years*  experience  in  mining  Mr. 
Marble  engaged  in  carpenter  work,  speculated, 
raised  stock  and  was  variously  employed.  Finally 
he  returned  to  his  former  home,  married  and 
with    his    wife    again    journeyed    to    California. 


Having  some  time  before  purchased  city  lots,  he 
now  sold  them  and  invested  in  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land,  a  portion  of  which  was  under 
cultivation,  and  which  was  situated  about  one 
hundred  miles  from  San  Francisco.  There  were 
upon  the  tract  a  fine  orchard  and  vineyard,  but 
our  subject  devoted  the  land  mostly  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  wheat.  This  farm  Mr.  Marble  sold  in 
1876,  returned  to  Indiana,  remained  there  two  or 
three  years,  and  then  purchased  his  present  home- 
stead of  two  hundred  and  seventy-four  acres, 
costing  $35  per  acre.  One  hundred  and  forty 
acres  have  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  pro- 
ductiveness and  the  farm  is  one  of  the  best  in 
Berrien  County. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  in  1871 
with  Mrs.  Ann  M.  (Frain)  Curtis,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Frain,  of  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.  One 
son,  Arthur,  blessed  the  union,  now  a  resident  of 
vSouth  Bend.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Marble  is  a  mein- 
ber  of  Buchanan  Lodge  No.  68,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
He  joined  Curtis  Lodge  No.  140  in  California. 
He  was  also  in  the  early  days  of  California  an 
active  member  of  the  Vigilance  Committee,  which 
was  then  the  terror  of  evil-doers.  Since  1876 
Mr.  Marble  has  been  somewhat  disabled  by  a  par- 
tial paralysis  of  the  lower  limbs,  the  effects  of  a 
fever.  A  man  of  bright  intelligence  and  superior 
business  ability,  he  manages  his  homestead  wiih 
excellent  judgment  and  practical  skill.  Although 
never  a  politician,  our  subject  is  deeply  interested 
in  the  affairs  of  the  day,  and  is  a  liberal-spirited 
and  progressive  citizen. 


«#- 


^:^ 
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ILLIAM  HANSON,  a  prosperous  citizen 
and  retired  agriculturist  of  Cass  County, 
^^^  Mich.,  was  for  years  one  of  the  representa- 
tive farmers  of  the  State,  and,  a  man  of  ability  and 
excellent  judgment,  won  his  way  from  &mall  be- 
o-innings  steadily  upward  to  an  honorable  position 
of  usefulness  and  influence.  Born  November  14, 
1824,  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  our  subject 
is  now  entering  the  evening  of  his  age  and,  resid- 
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ing  in  Edwardsburgh,  enjoys  the  companionship 
of  a  large  circle  of  old  friends  and  acquaintan- 
ces. Mr.  Hanson  was  the  son  of  John  and  Lydia 
(Schenck)  Hanson.  His  paternal  grandfather  it  is 
supposed  came  from  Holland  to  America,  and  set- 
tled near  Fonda,  N.  Y.  He  participated  in  the 
struggles  of  the  Revolutionary  War  and,  captured, 
escaped  by  running  the  gauntlet  of  the  enemy's 
fire.  He  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  the  Mohawk. 
By  occupation  he  was  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  upon 
the  old  homestead  on  the  Mohawk  River  reared  a 
family.  His  son,  the  father  of  our  subject,  trained 
to  the  duties  of  agriculture,  was  also  a  farmer. 
In  the  fall  of  183,5,  John  Hanson  journeyed  by 
canal  and  lake  to  Detroit,  starting  by  wagon  from 
Fultonville,  N.  Y.  From  Detroit  he  made  his  way 
to  Cass  County  and  settled  in  Ontwa  Township, 
where  he  wintered. 

In  the  spring  of  1836,  the  father  located  on  sec- 
tion 31,  Jefferson  Township,  and  entered  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  which  he  improved,  trans- 
forming   the    unbroken    prairie    into    productive 
fields.     He    died    in    1857,  at  fifty-seven  years  of 
age.     He  voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  was  in 
religious  belief  a  Presbyterian.     His  widow,  a  de- 
voted Christian  woman,  also  a  Presbyterian,  sur- 
vived until   1871.     John  Hanson  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  his  first  wife  was  Miss  Salisbury.     She  be- 
came the  mother  of  two  children,  Sarah  and  Mag- 
gie.    By  his  second  wife  the  father  of  our  subject 
had    his    household    increased  by  the  birth  of  ten 
children:  William;  Ann   Northup,  of   California; 
Daniel,  who  died  in  infancy;  Ralph,  killed  in  the 
mines  of  California;  James;  Rebecca  Blair;  Victor 
P.,  of   Montana;  Benjamin,    who    served    in    the 
Sixth  Michigan,  and  died  at  Ship  Island;  John,  of 
California;  and  Mary,  who  died  in  early  youth.  The 
mother  of  these  sons  and  daughters  w^as  a  native 
of  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  Schenck,  of  New  York.    Mr.  Schenck 
was  a  prosperous  farmer  and  ran  a  plaster-mill, 
also  grist,  saw  and    carding    mills.     He    accumu- 
lated   a   handsome  property,  and  three  times  en- 
tered the  bonds  of  matrimony. 

In  the  '40s  Mr.  Schenck  emigrated  to  Rock 
County,  Wis.,  where  he  later  passed  away.  Through- 
out his  long  career  he  was  an  active  business  man 


and  reared  a  family  by  each  wife.     The  mother  of 
our  subject   had    one    brother,    Ralph.     The   ma- 
ternal great-grandfather  was  a  farmer  of  the  Em- 
pire State.     Our  subject  was  reared  upon  the  home 
farm  and  received  but  a  limited  education,  hav- 
ing been  obliged  very  early  in  life  to  aid  in  the 
support  of  his  father's  large  family.     Arrived  at 
manhood,  self-reliant,  energetic  and   industrious, 
Mr.  Hanson  began  to  work  for  himself,  and  for 
three  years  ran   a   breaking  team  with  eight  and 
ten  yoke  of  cattle.     When  twenty-two  years  old 
he  invested  his  savings  in  eighty  acres,  which  he 
diligently    improved,   and  was   soon  able  to   add 
forty  acres  more  to  his  farm.     Prospering,  he  pur- 
chased eighty  additional  acres  and  located  on  sec- 
tion 31,  Jefferson  Township.     In  1859  he  sold  out 
his  former  interests  and  bought  ninety  acres  on 
section    27,   Jefferson    Township,   and,  constantly 
adding  to  this  homestead,  finally  owned  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  in  one  large  body,  and  was 
also  the   owner  of  another  valuable  farm  of  one 
hundred   and   fifty    acres.     The  tract  of  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  has  been  brought  mostly  up 
to   a  high   state   of   cultivation   and  is  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  this  section  of  Michigan,  being  im- 
proved with  substantial,  commodious  and  hand- 
some buildings. 

Our  subject  has  been  married  twice.     Elizabeth 
Crawford,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Sol- 
omon) Crawford,  was  his  first  wife.     Mr.  Craw- 
ford was   a    pioneer  farmer  of  Cass  County,  and 
settled  within  its  boundaries  in   1836.     He  was  a 
native  of  Ireland,  a  man  of  ability,  and  was  highly 
respected.     Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hanson  was  the  mother 
of  six  children:  Mary,  wife  of  P.  Head,  of  Texas; 
Henry;   Charles;   Ann,  wife  of  Charles  Thatcher; 
and  two  who  died  in  infancy.     The  first  wife  died 
September  7, 1865,  aged  forty-two.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of    the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was 
an  estimable  woman,  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her. 
The  second  wife,  Matilda  Hownover,born  in  Colum- 
bia County,  Pa.,  was  the  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Catherine  (Dye)  Hownover,  natives  of  New  Jersey. 
The  Hownovers  emigrated  from  the  East  to  Michi- 
gan  in    1840,  and  settled   in  White  Pigeon.     In 
1846,   the    father  and   mother  returned   to  their 
early  home,  and  there  Richard  Hownover  died  in 
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1861,  in  the  month  of  November.  He  was  an  active 
man  and  engaged  in  various  occupations,  princi- 
pally milling  and  farming.  His  wife  passed  away 
in  1859.  Their  home  was  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  two  sons  and  four  daughters:  David,  William, 
Mary,  Deborah,  Margaret  and  Matilda.  Richard 
Hownover  was  a  son  of  Ralph  Kovenhoven,  a  na- 
tive af  Holland,  who  early  emigrated  to  America. 
His  wife,  a  Baptist  in  religious  belief,  vvas  Anna 
Lake.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Han- 
son were  the  father  and  mother  of  three  sons  and 
one  daughter.  Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife 
are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Minnie  J.,  now  the 
wife  of  Edwin  Harris.  Mr.  Hanson,  essentially  a 
self-made  man  and  the  architect  of  his  own  for- 
tune, has  acquired  a  handsome  competence,  and 
since  1881  has  been  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  well- 
earned  rest.  From  his  earliest  youth  having  faith- 
fully performed  every  duty  of  life  entrusted  to 
his  care,  he  may  with  pleasure  review  the  annals 
of  his  long  and  successful  career. 


-»wy>M>l    '      I  * 


9     i     t     \     I     ,^^^<^a 


YLVESTER  M.  COPELAND,  a  prosperous 
general  agriculturist  and  stock-raiser,  re- 
siding about  two  and  a-fourth  miles  north- 
west of  the  pleasant  village  of  Three  Oaks, 
Mich.,  has  cultivated  his  finely-improved  home- 
stead for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  is  num- 
bered among  the  substantial  citizens  of  Berrien 
County.  Mr.  Copeland  is  a  native  of  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  June  11,  1844.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Abial  Copeland,  a  hard-work- 
ing and  energetic  man,  made  his  home  in  the  Em- 
pire State  and  was  a  well-known  and  highly  re- 
spected resident  of  Jefferson  County,  in  which  part 
of  New  York  the  father  of  our  subject,  Alonzo 
Coi>eland,  was  born.  The  father,  reared  and  ed- 
ucated in  his  native  State,  attained  to  adult  age  in 
his  early  home  and  married  Miss  Chloe  E.  Martin, 
whose  birthplace  was  also  in  Jefferson  County, 
N.  Y.  Tlie  husband  and  wife,  settling  in  Oswego 
County,  were  there  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six 
children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  three  of  the 


family  yet  surviving.  The  father  was  by  trade  a 
carpenter  and  joiner  and  made  his  trade  the  main 
occupation  of  his  busy  life.  In  1865,  Alonzo 
Copeland  with  his  wife  and  children,  emigrated 
from  the  old  New  York  homestead  to  Berrien 
County,  Mich. 

The  father  is  yet  living  at  an  advanced  age,  mid 
makes  his  home  in  the  village  of  Three  Oaks;  the 
mother  passed  away  in  her  Western  home  in  Ber- 
rien County  November  22,  1890.  She  was  a  wo- 
man of  intelligence,  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her. 
Sylvester  M.  was  the  third  child  born  unto  his 
parents  and  passed  his  j^outh  and  early  manhood 
among  the  familiar  scenes  of  Oswego  County.  He 
received  a  good  common-school  education  and 
also  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner 
and  was  well  fitted  by  habits  of  industry  to  make 
his  own  way  in  life  when  he  came  to  Berrien 
County,  about  one  year  previous  to  his  father. 
Upon  August  22,  1862,  our  subject  patriotically 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Government,  joining 
Company  E,  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  New  York 
Infantry.  While  passing  from  Ship  Island  to  New 
Orleans,  he  was  attacked  with  the  measles  on  ship- 
board and  was  sent  to  the  hospital  in  New  Or- 
leans, June  11,  1863.  He  was  very  sick  and  was 
not  able  to  leave  the  hospital  until  September  22, 
1863,  and  soon  after,  discharged  on  account  of 
disability,  returned  to  his  home  in  New  York.  He 
yet  receives  a  pension,  as  his  health  was  seriously 
impaired,  but  in  these  succeeding  j^ears  he  has  in 
a  measure  outgrown  the  effects  of  his  exposure. 

In  the  spring  of  1864,  Mr.  Copeland  located  in 
Aurora,  III.,  where  he  remained  until  January  1, 
1865,  when  he  journeyed  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and 
worked  in  the  emplo}^  of  the  Government  as  a  car- 
penter and  joiner.  He  was  engaged  in  Nashville 
until  May,  1865,  at  which  date  he  joined  his  par- 
ents in  Michigan.  Our  subject  has  since  con- 
stantly resided  in  Berrien  County,  and  upon  the 
1st  of  November,  1867,  was  married  to  Miss  Hen- 
rietta Barnes,  a  native  of  La  Porte  County,  Ind. 
Mrs.  Copeland,  born  May  1,  1844,  is  a  daughter  of 
Perry  and  Hannah  (Laferty)  Barnes,  who  were  of 
Eastern  nativity.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  estim- 
able wife  were  born  three  children,  one  daughter 
and  two  sons:  Ada  Belle,  Amos  B.  and  Walter  W. 
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Mr.  Copeland  lias  been  financially  successful,  and 
aside  from  his  valuable  and  highly-cultivated 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  containing  excellent  improve- 
ments, a  commodious  residence,  barns  and  other 
buildings,  owns  a  lot  in  Three  Oaks  and  ten 
acres  adjoining  the  town  site.  In  political  af- 
filiation our  subject  is  a  Republican  and  cast  his 
first  vote  for  Lincoln,  lljs  parents  were  members 
of  the  Free-will  Baptist  Church,  but  Mr.  Copeland 
is  not  himself  connected  with  any  religious  de- 
nomination. He  is,  however,  a  man  of  sterling  in- 
tegrity and,  doing  his  daily  duty  as  a  neighbor, 
friend  and  citizen  enjoys  the  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity by  whom  he  is  surrounded. 


(41  IVILLIAM  M.  BALDWIN  is  a  substantial 
\/^ji  <^^^^^^^'"  ^^  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and 
\fAf/  from  early  boyhood  has  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  farming  interests,  being  now  the  owner 
of  an  excellent  tract  of  land,  comprising  seventy 
acres,  which  is  the  result  of  earnest  persistent  toil, 
as  well  as  i)rogressive  and  enlightened  views. 
From  the  age  of  ten  years  he  has  been  a  resident 
of  Michigan,  and  he  has  witnessed  a  wonderful 
transformation  in  the  State,  especially  in  Berrien 
County,  and  during  all  these  years  he  has  been  an 
active  observei  of  the  trend  of  events.  He  has 
not  been  merely  a  "  looker  on  in  Venice,''  but  a 
citizen  who  has  through  his  enterprise,  his  integ- 
rity and  his  public  spirit  contributed  his  full 
share  to  the  magnificent  development  of  the  sec- 
tion in  which  he  resides. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  born  in  Essex  County,  N.  J., 
in  1845,  and  is  a  son  of  David  R.  and  Elizabeth 
(Kerns)  Baldwin,  natives  respectively  of  New 
Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  The  parents  celebrated 
their  nuptials  in  the  Keystone  State,  but  subse- 
quently returned  to  New^  Jersey,  where  they  resided 
some  time.  From  there  they  moved  to  Calhoun 
County,  Mich.,  and  in  1859  came  to  Berrien 
County,  when  it  was  wnld  and  unsettled.  He  lo- 
cated at  what  is  now  known  as  Ruggles'  Mills  and 


engaged  in  blacksmithing,  which  he  followed  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1880,  when  about 
seventy-one  years  of  age.  His  wife  survived  him 
until  about  1883.  They  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Margaret,  deceased,  who  was 
the  wife  of  Joel  Starr;  George,  who  was  killed  in 
the  battle  of  Atlanta;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  L.  Hunter, 
of  Oceana  County,  Mich.;  Charles,  who  died  in  the 
army;  Elias,  who  resides  in  Barroda;  and  William 
M.,  our  subject. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  quite  small  when 
his  parents  first  came  to  Michigan,  and  he  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  Calhoun  County. 
At  the  youthful  age  of  sixteen  years  he  started 
out  to  fight  life's  battles  for  himself  and  first  com- 
menced as  a  laborer  on  a  farm.  This  he  continued 
until  about  1865,  when  he  began  renting  land, 
continuing  this  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1886 
he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  seventy  acres, 
w^iich  was  all  heavy  timber-land.  For  the  past 
thirteen  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  milling  and 
has  utilized  the  timber  on  his  land.  He  has  a  mill 
on  his  farm,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been 
doing  quite  an  extensive  lumber  business. 

In  the  year  1866  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Jeanette  Mead,  a  native  of  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  and  the  daughter  of  Varney  P.  and  Experi- 
ence (Saunders)  Mead,  early  settlers  of  this  coun- 
ty. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baldwin  were  born  three 
children:  Alice,  the  wife  of  Allison  Post,  of  this 
county;  Nellie,  deceased;  and  Eva,  at  home. 
Politically,  Mr.  Baldwin  is  a  Democrat  and  is  a 
warm  advocate  of  the  principles  of  his  party. 


G 


lOEORGE  M.  SCOTT  is  one  of  the  leading 
agriculturists  of  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
%JJ((  and  has  followed  this  calling  from  his 
earliest  boyhood,  being  initiated  into  its  mysteries 
by  his  father,  George  H.  Scott,  who  was  originally 
from  the  Green  Mountain  State.  In  addition  to 
that,  he  is  also  engaged  in  fruit-growing,  and  in 
all  things  relating  to  that  industry  he  is  a  con- 
noisseur, his  products  being  of  the  best  v^^rieties, 
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of  unusual  size,  and  of  delicious  taste.  Mr.  Scott 
is  a  native-born  resident  of  this  county,  bis  birth 
occurring  March  28,  1845,  and  for  that  reason, 
perhaps,  is  more  liable  to  succeed  in  his  calling 
than  though  he  had  moved  in  from  some  other 
State. 

George  H.  Scott,  father  of  our  subject,  selected 
his  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Eliza  Gragg,  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  and  to  them  were  given 
five  children,  four  of  whom  are  living,  our  subject 
being  first  in  order  of  birth.  The  parents  came  to 
Michigan  about  1840,  settling  near  St.  Joseph,  and 
were  among  the  early  settlers  of  that  region.  The 
father  is  still  living,  making  his  home  in  St. 
Joseph,  and  is  respected  by  all.  When  he  first 
went  to  that  town  he  engaged  in  various  enter- 
prises, having  at  one  time  a  general  store  there. 
Later,  he  and  his  brother  Reuben  owned  and 
operated  two  vessels  on  the  lake,  and  were  thus 
engaged  for  a  number  of  years,  dealing  extensively 
in  wood  and  lumber.  After  that  Mr.  Scott  bought 
a  farm  in  Royal  ton  Township,  and  here  resided 
for  about  twenty-five  years,  carrying  on  his  farm, 
and  at  the  same  time  operating  a  sawmill.  He 
finally  sold  that  farm,  and  is  now  jesiding  in  St. 
Joseph,  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life.  He 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  worthy  companion 
in  Berrien  County,  in  September,  1872. 

The  original  of  this  notice  remained  in  St.  Joseph 
until  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  received  a  good 
practical  education  in  the  schools  of  that  city. 
He  then  went  on  the  farm  with  his  father,  and  in 
connection  with  the  farming  industry  carried  on 
the  saw^mill  business  for  his  father  for  ten  years. 
Since  then  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming  and 
fruit-growing,  and  is  making  a  complete  success  of 
both  callings.  Although  there  are  but  forty-nine 
acres  in  his  farm,  every  part  is  improved  and  under 
a  splendid  state  of  cultivation;  the  crops  never 
fail  him,  and  he  is  recognized  throughout  his  sec- 
tion as  a  man  suited   in  every  way  for  his  calling. 

Mr.  Scott  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
having  been  Miss  Lottie  E.Carlton.  She  left  one 
child,  Dwight  C.  In  selecting  a  companion  for  his 
second  wife,  he  chose  Miss  May  C.  Matrau,  a  native 
of  Bainbridge  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
and  their  nuptials  were  celebrated  in  that  county 


on  the  5th  of  December,  1876.  Four  children  were 
born  to  this  union,  and  named  as  follows;  Erma, 
Roy,  Clarence  and  Paul.  Mr.  Scott  is  a  stanch 
supporter  of  Republican  principles,  and  his  first 
Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant. 
He  is  one  of  the  county's  best  citizens,  and  is  well 
respected. 


+^^^E^ 


Jt:  BRAIIAM  CORELL.  Man  does  not  come 
yui  into  the  world  with  mature  thoughts  and 
feelings.  He  learns  a  few  isolated  facts, 
and  from  these  he  evolves  related  truths, 
and  only  at  the  time  of  saying  farewell  to  the 
world  Is  he  a  man  in  stature  and  intellect.  His  life 
is  but  a  preparatory  school  for  the  life  to  come.  It 
is  so  with  everyone,  and  not  less  so  to  the  man 
whose  name  is  above.  He  developed,  he  acquired, 
he  struggled,  he  died,  when  to  the  infinite  mind 
he  was  only  ready  to  live  well,  but  a  nobler  life  is 
continued  above. 

Mr.  Corell  was  born  in  Albany  County,  N.  Y., 
August  10,  1815,  and  inherited  his  sturdy  traits  of 
character  from  his  Scotch-Irish  ancestors.  His 
parents,  Abraham  and  Mary  (Miller)  Corell,  were 
natives  respectively  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York, 
and  their  nuptials  were  celebrated  in  the  latter 
State.  Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  them  our 
subject  was  the  ninth  child  in  order  of  birth  and 
the  fifth  son.  When  four  years  of  age  he  moved 
with  his  parents  to  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  remained  until  the  age  of  twenty-two.  His 
scholastic  training  was  received  in  the  common 
schools,  and  at  the  above-mentioned  age  he  went 
with  his  father  to  Girard,  Erie  County,  Pa.,  and 
there  engaged  in  farming.  Our  subject  was  a 
natural  mechanic,  could  shoe  horses  and  could 
turn  his  attention  to  almost  anything  of  that  kind. 
In  connection  with  farming  he  carried  on  carpen- 
tering, and  was  unusually  successful  in  his  differ- 
ent occupations. 

In  1850  he  left  the  Keystone  State  for  the  West, 
and  settled  in   Niles  Township,  Berrien   County, 
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Mich.,  on  the  farm  where  Mrs.  Corell  now  resides. 
At  that  time  there  were  no  improvements  on  the 
place,  except  a  small  frame  house  and  a  log  shed 
for  a  barn,  and  about  eight  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion, lie  began  at  once  to  make  great  changes  in 
the  phice,  and  on  this  farm  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  dying  December  23,  1883.  He  was  a  man 
of  industry  and  i)erseverance,  and  one  who  left  an 
unsullied  record  as  an  inheritance  to  his  children. 
In  politics  he  favored  the  Republican  party,  and 
held  a  number  of  local  odices,  being  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  some  time.  His  widow,  who  was  for- 
merly Miss  Ann  Elizabeth  Brownell,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Cambridge,  Washington  County,  N.Y., 
November  1,  1818,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Benja- 
min Biownell,  who  was  also  a  native  of  that  county 
and  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  father, 
Benjamin  Brownell,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  and 
was  of  English  descent.  Some  of  the  Brownells. 
were  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Mis.  CorelTs  mother,  formerly  Susanna  Fish, 
was  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  as  was  also  tlie 
hitter's  lather,  Benjamin  Fish,  who  came  of  Eng- 
lish-Quaker stock.  They  were  relatives  of  Ethan 
Allen,  leader  of  the  Green  Mountain  boys,  and 
the  Brownells  were  related  to  Col.  P^lsworth.  Mrs. 
Corell's  father  and  mother  were  married  near  Al- 
bany, N.  Y.,  April  17,  1808,  but  later  located  in 
the  town  of  Cambridge,  where  the  father  followed 
farming  until  1826.  From  there  they  moved  to 
central  New  York,  where  the  father  continued 
tilling  the  soil,  and  later  moved  to  Erie  County, 
Pa.  This  was  in  1833,  and  they  remained  there 
until  1847,  when  they  came  to  Be'rrien  County, 
Mich.  In  this  county  both  passed  the  closing 
scenes  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two,  and  the  mother  when  eighty-three 
years  of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  three  daughters  and  nine  sons,  ten  of 
whom  grew  to  mature  years,  and  four  of  whom 
are  now  living. 

Mrs.  Corell  is  the  sixth  child  and  eldest  daugh- 
ter. By  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Corell,  she  became 
the  mother  of  eleven  children,  six  daughters  and 
five  sons:  Delia  L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
eight;  Ann  PI,  wife  of  Edward  Terriene,  of  Chi- 
cago; Susan  A.,  wife  of  Elwood  S.  Chamberlain,  of 


Kansas  City;  George  A.  (see  sketch);  Alice  J.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Perry  I).,  of  Plain- 
view,  Neb.;  Horace  G., also  of  Nebraska;  M.Alice, 
at  home;  Charlotte  F.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six 
years;  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years; 
and  Benjamin,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty 
months.  Mrs.  Corell  has  a  good  farm  of  ninety- 
eight  acres,  and  this  has  been  carried  on  b}^  her  son 
Gieorge  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Corell.  She  is  a 
woman  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  and  is 
well  liked  by  all  who  are  favored  with  her  ac- 
quaintance. 


\f!  OSEPH  W.  HETLER.  The  adaptability  of 
Berrien  County  soil  to  the  cultivation  of 
small  fruits  has  induced  many  progressive 
men  to  purchase  property  here  and  engage 
in  business  as  fruit-growers.  Among  the  fine 
fruit  farms  of  St.  Joseph  is  the  one  owned  by  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  a  well-known  and  influen- 
tial resident  of  this  township.  He  is  a  native  of 
this  county,  and  having  passed  the  greater  portion 
of  his  life  here,  has  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances 
among  its  best  people.  He  was  born  in  Royal  ton 
Township  on  the  2d  of  February,  1857,  and  is  the 
son  of  Gottlieb  and  Martha  Hetler. 

At  the  age  of  ten  years  our  subject  accompanied 
his  father  in  the  removal  from  Royalton  Township 
to  the  place  where  he  now  lives.  His  boyhood 
days  were  mainly  spent  in  farm  work,  and  he 
early  learned  the  duties  of  agricultural  life  and 
became  familiar  with  every  department  of  farm- 
ing. In  his  youth  he  conducted  his  studies  in 
the  Lincoln  Avenue  School.  He  was  seventeen 
years  of  age  when,  with  a  manly  self-reliance  and 
independence,  he  started  out  in  the  world  for 
himself,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  self-sup- 
porting. For  a  time  he  worked  on  a  farm  by  the 
month,  and  continued  in  the  employ  of  others  for 
ten  years. 

In  connection  with  liis  brother,  J.  M.,  our  subject 
in  1881  purchased  the  old  homestead,  which  the 
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two  farmed  in  partnership  until  about  1889,  when 
the  property  was  divided.  Mr.  Hetler  is  now  the 
owner  of  eighteen  acres  of  valuable  land,  about 
nine  acres  being  set  out  in  fruit.  He  makes  a 
specialty  of  berries,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he 
has  met  with  excellent  success.  The  annual  yield 
of  fruit  is  large,  and  the  sales  aggregate  about 
$1,000  or  $1,200  per  year.  Since  locating  on  this 
place,  he  has  erected  the  commodious  house  and 
substantial  barns  now  noticeable  on  the  farm,  and 
he  has  also  built  a  number  of  outbuildings  adapted 
to  their  varied  purposes. 

November  10,  1885,  in  Lincoln  Township,  Ber- 
rien County,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hetler 
to  Miss  Hannah,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Broderson, 
of  Germany.  Mrs.  Hetler  was  born  in  Germany, 
whence  she  emigrated  to  this  country  at  the  age 
of  lifteen  years  in  company  with  her  mother,  and 
at  the  time  of  her  marriage  was  residing  in  Lin- 
coln Township,  Berrien  County.  One  child  has 
blessed  this  happy  union,  Roy  Edward,  who  wns 
born  April  23,  1891,  and  is  a  bright  and  attractive 
child.  Politically,  Mr.  Hetler  is  strongly  attached 
to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, of  which 
he  is  a  devoted  adherent.  He  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  local,  State  and  national  politics,  and  is 
one  of  the  leaders  of  his  party  in  the  community. 
In  his  religious  belief  he  is  identilied  with  the 
Evangelical  Association,  to  which  his  wife  also 
belongs. 


^>-^<i 


CQx-^ 


HARLES  M.  WILLIAMS.  It  has  been 
officially  recorded  that  the  natives  of  coun- 
tries where  vast  amounts  of  fruit  are  raised 
are  wholly  free  from  certain  diseases  that  are  in- 
variably brought  on  by  the  consumption  of  meat; 
and  if  the  use  of  fruit  as  a  diet  serves  no  other 
end  than  that  of  a  preventive  of  human  fiilments, 
it  has  fulfilled  its  mission  and  duty.  The  fruit 
industry  has  become  a  profitable  and  popular  one 
in  southern  Michigan,  and  one  of  the  men  who, 
in  Qonaection  with  farming,  earns  his  living  thus 


is  Charles  M.  Williams,  who  has  a  fine  farm  of 
forty  acres  situated  about  eight  miles  south  of  St. 
Joseph >  in  Royalton  Township. 

Mr.  Williams  was  born  in  the  township  and 
county  in  which  he  now  resides  September  24, 1836, 
his  parents  being  Daniel  and  Malinda  (Millage) 
Williams,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  1810.  In  an  early  day  he  removed 
from  the  State  of  his  birth  to  Michigan,  becoming' 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Berrien  County,  and 
during  the  long  term  of  years  that  elapsed  until 
his  death,  in  1861,  he  cleared  a  number  of  valua- 
able  farms  and  tilled  the  soil  with  success.  He 
was  of  English  descent.  His  widow  died  in  Kan- 
sas in  1868,  having  borne  her  husband  five  sons 
and  two  daughters,  of  which  number  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 
Charles  M.  Williams  was  born  in  Berrien  County 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools, 
but  was  compelled  to  leave  them  when  quite 
young  because  his  parents  were  poor,  and  he  had 
to  lend  his  assistance  in  the  support  of  the  family. 
He  remained  with  and  aided  them  until  he  attained 
his  majority,  then  began  to  accumulate  for  him- 
self, and  since  about  1873  has  resided  on  the  farm 
on  which  he  is  now  living.  As  a  citizen,  Mr. 
Williams  has  alwa3'S  been  industrious, enterprising 
and  honest,  is  a  practical  and  intelligent  fruit- 
o-rower  and  farmer,  a  man  who  has  a  naturally 
humane  and  kindly  disposition,  and  a  discerning 
mind,  which  has  been  strengthened  and  broadened 
by  reading,  observation  and  contact  with  the  busi- 
ness affairs  of  life. 

He  chose  for  his  wife  Miss  Catharine  Moyer,  a 
native  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  their  union 
being  solemnized  on  the  11th  of  September,  1858, 
and  to  them  three  sons  and  a  daughter  were 
given:  Aurilla,  wife  of  Charles  Scofield;  Franklin, 
Robert  and  Henry.  Mr.  Williams  is  a  member  of 
the  Farmers'  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted 
Masons  since  1887,  Occidental  Lodge  of  St.  Joseph. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Free  Metho- 
dist Church,  and  politically  he  has  always  been  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party,  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  being  cast  for  Douglas.  Mr.  Williams 
is  an  Uonornbie  man,  of  w^U-known  integrity  of 


LeavittCamfield 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


717 


character  and  high  moral  principles,  and  his  life- 
long residence  in  Berrien  County  renders  his  in- 
fluence for  good  in  his  section  certain  and 
effective. 


^E 


H- 


■s 


W  EAVITT  CAMFIELD,  a  self-made  man,  an 
il  (^  energetic  citizen,  upright  and  industrious, 
/iV^\  was  for  a  number  of  years  closely  identified 
with  the  growth  and  improvement  of  Berrien 
County,  Mich.  Our  subject,  a  native  of  Ontario, 
Canada,  was  born  in  1835.  His  father.  Rev.  Ziba 
Cam  field,  was  a  prominent  Baptist  minister  of  the 
Dominion,  and  was  one  of  the  earnest  Christian 
workers  of  his  day.  Guided  by  excellent  influence 
and  trained  to  the  habits  of  useful  thrift  and  self- 
reliance,  Mr.  Cam  field  attained  to  a  vigorous  and 
enterprising  manhood.  He  received  a  good  com- 
mon-school education,  and  in  after  years  con- 
stantly added  to  his  knowledge  by  intelligent  ob- 
servation and  reading.  A  man  of  advanced  ideas 
and  interested  in  the  subject  of  reforms,  he  was  an 
ardent  advocate  of  temperance, and  while  residing 
in  Canada  often  lectured  upon  that  subject. 

In  1858,  Mr.  Cam  field  was  married  to  Miss  Car- 
rie Omstead,  daughter  of  Harvey  Omstead,  a  na- 
tive of  Canada.  Unto  the  husband  and  estimable 
wife  was  born  a  family  of  five  children,  one  son 
and  four  daughters.  Elva  became  the  wife  of  By- 
ron Drake,  a  leading  citizen  of  the  county; 
Cynthia  is  the  wife  of  Gale  Handy,  who  is  a 
successful  agriculturist  of  the  county;  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  Frank  Brown,  a  prominent  young 
farmer  of  Berrien  County;  Martha  died  in  infancy; 
Bradford  A.,  the  only  son,  after  a  thorough  pre- 
paratory course  of  stud}',  entered  the  Bennett 
Medical  College  at  Chicago,  and  graduating  from 
that  institution  remained  in  the  Garden  City  en- 
gaged in  piactice  with  Dr.  Henry  Olin.  Later, 
Dr.  Camfield  made  a  specialty  of  the  eye  and  ear, 
and  graduated  from  a  celebrated  institution  de- 
voted esi)ecially  to  the  study  of  those  organs. 
He  has  achieved  marked  success  in  his  practice 
and  is  widely  known  and  highly  esteemed  as  a  phy- 
sician and  citizen, 

35 


In  the  spring  of  1865,  our  subject  located  per- 
manently in  Michigan,  working  for  two  years  at 
his  trade  of  a  mechanic  in  St.  Joseph.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  he  began  the  cultivation  of 
a  farm  of  thirty  acres,  which  he  brought  up  to  a 
high  state  of  productiveness  and  improved  with 
substantial  and  commodious  buildings.  Mr.  Cam- 
field  died  in  1874,  regretted  by  a  large  acquaintance 
and  mourned  deeply  by  his  friends  and  family. 
The  wife,  to  whom  was  left  the  care  and  responsi- 
bility of  rearing  and  educating  the  children,  has 
enjoyed  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  them  grow  up 
to  an  intelligent  and  honored  manhood  and 
womanhood.  Mr.  Camfield  was  in  many  respects 
an  exceptional  man.  Devoted  to  the  betterment 
of  his  fellow-creatures,  he  was  a  valued  member  of 
the  Good  Templars  of  Canada,  and  throughout  his 
life  exerted  his  influence  for  the  real  good  and 
advancement  of  others.  He  was  politically  a  Re- 
publican and  took  an  earnest  interest  in  the  man- 
agement of  local  and  national  affairs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Camfield,  both  from  early  years 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  were  ever  foremost 
in  the  promotion  of  its  social  and  benevolent 
work.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Camfield  yet  survive 
and  reside  in  Canada.  Surrounded  by  her  chil- 
dren the  widow  of  our  subject  spends  her  busy 
days,  and  in  the  retrospect  of  her  well-spent  life 
may  view  with  unalloyed  satisfaction  the  successful 
termination  of  her  struggles  to  rear  to  positions 
of  usefulness  and  influence  the  son  and  daughters 
intrusted  to  her  faithful  care. 


_^} 
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ACOB  McINTOSH.  A  man  seems  living 
nearer  to  nature  who  adopts  as  his  life  call- 
ing some  occupation  that  has  been  honored 
from  the  earliest  limes.  That  of  the  agri- 
culturist is  of  historic  growth,  and  this  our  sub- 
ject has  been  reared  to  know  best,  for  from  early 
boyhood  his  days  have  been  passed  in  farm  work. 
William  Mcintosh,  the  immediate  progenitor  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1801,  and 
when  three  years  of  age  was  brought  to  the  United 
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States  by  his  parents.  Daniel  Mcintosh,  his  fa- 
ther, located  in  Baltimore,  and  there  followed  the 
trade  of  a  wagon-maker.  He  moved  from  Balti- 
more to  Ohio,  and  thence  to  Cass  County,  Mich., 
at  a  very  early  day,  and  endured  many  hardships 
in  the  wilds  of  that  county.  When  he  first  settled 
here  he  had  three  horses,  and  two  of  them  soon 
were  missing.  He  took  the  third  horse  to  go  in 
search  of  them,  and  was  compelled  to  sleep  out 
of  doors  for  several  nights.  The  weather  became 
very  cold,  and  both  his  feet  were  badly  frozen. 
Thinking  that  water  might  draw  out  the  frost, 
he  went  to  a  stream,  but  this  did  no  good,  for 
his  feet  had  to  be  amputated.  An  uncle  of  our 
subject's  was  the  surgeon  in  this  case,  accom- 
plishing the  work  with  a  jack-knife.  Daniel  was 
a  man  of  great  endurance,  and  lived  to  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-seven.  After  losing  his  feet 
he  would  hobble  to  the  woods  and  split  rails  and 
chop  wood,  standing  on  his  knees  while  working. 
He  was  a  man  universally  respected. 

The  father  of  our  subject  grew  to  manhood  in 
the  different  States  in  which  his  father  resided, 
principally  Michigan,  and  selected  as  his  compan- 
ion in  life  Miss  Sarah  McEntaffer,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania.  Both  passed  the  closing  scenes  of 
their  life  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  the  mother  dying 
in  June,  1889.  Nine  children  were  born  to  them, 
four  sons  and  five  daughters,  three  sons  and  two 
daughters  now  living.  Our  subject  remained  un- 
der the  parental  roof  until  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  He  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  car- 
penter's trade,  and  on  the  7th  of  August,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  Michigan  Infantry,  and 
served  three  years.  During  the  charge  on  Ft. 
Hudson,  La.,  a  rifle-ball  passed  through  his  right 
hip,  and  for  this  he  now  receives  a  pension.  He 
was  in  the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  August  5,  1862, 
and  was  in  various  skirmishes. 

At  the  close  of  service  our  subject  returned  to 
Cass  County,  and  on  the  26th  of  November,  1865, 
he  wedded  Miss  Emily  Rivers,  a  native  of  Chester, 
N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter  of  James  and  Delilah 
(Chase)  Rivers.  Her  grand  father  Rivers  was  a  na- 
tive of  England,  and  crossed  the  ocean  to  the 
United  States  when  James  was  a  small  boy.    James 


Rivers  and  his  wife  removed  from  New  York  State 
to  Illinois,  and  thence  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  in 
1864.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  two 
children,  Minnie  Blanch  and  Jacob  Howard. 

Mr.  Mcintosh  is  one  of  the  representative  men 
of  the  township,  has  held  the  offices  of  Township 
Treasurer,  Highway  Commissioner,  and  is  now 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  1886  he  was  elected 
Sheriff  of  Cass  County,  and  is  a  man  eminently 
qualified  for  that  position,  being  faithful  and  fear- 
less in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He  served  four 
years  with  credit  to  himself  and  his  constituents. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  was  for  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant.  In  his 
social  relations,  he  is  a  member  of  Cassopolis 
Lodge  No.  22,  I.  O.  O.  ¥.,  the  Albert  Anderson 
Post  No.  157,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Order  of  Modern  Workmen,  in  which  he  car- 
ries $2,000  life  insurance.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Free-will  Baptist  Church,  and  his  wife  is  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  the  owner  of 
eighty  acres  of  valuable  land  near  the  east  shore 
of  Diamond  Lake,  and  is  a  prosperous  and  pro- 
gressive man. 


_og:>^^ci 


3s^<l^    ^ 
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eG.  TERWILLEGER.  The  finger  of  time 
is  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  and  reliable 
__  '  endorsers  of  a  man's  career.  Men  in  the 
various  walks  of  life  may  with  justification  halt 
and  hesitate  to  listen  to  the  advice  of  a  beginner, 
but  the  voice  of  the  old  and  reliable  agriculturist 
always  carries  with  it  attention  and  respect.  This 
rule  applies  to  C.  G.  Terwilleger,  whose  name 
represents  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers  of 
Volinia  Township.  He  is  now  actively  following 
the  occu[>ation  to  which  he  was  reared,  and  which 
has  been  his  life's  work,  a  calling  that  has  for  ages 
received  undivided  efforts  from  many  worthy  in- 
dividuals, and  one  that  always  furnishes  suste- 
nance to  the  ready  worker. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Cornelius  Terwilleger, 
was  a  native  of  the  Empire  S.tate,  born  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century^     TWs  family  wa^ 
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originally  from  Holland.  He  was  married  in  Ham- 
ilton County,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Mary  Stikles,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  ihey  resided  in  that  county 
until  1833,  when  they  moved  to  Shelby  County,  of 
the  same  State.  They  were  pioneers  of  that  county, 
and  there  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
Of  the  twelve  children  born  to  this  much-esteemed 
couple,  five  sons  and  seven  daughters,  three  be- 
sides our  subject  are  now  living,  all  daughters. 
Mr.  Terwilleger  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  was  under  Gen.  Hull  at  Detroit.  Both  he  and 
wife  held  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  he  was  a  Whig  in  i)olitics. 

Their  son,  C.  G.  Terwilleger,  was  born  in  Ham- 
ilton County,  Ohio,  February  29,  1824,  and  all  his 
youthful  days  were  passed  in  assisting  on  the  farm 
and  in  attending  the  district  school,  which  was 
held  in  a  log  schoolhouse,  with  slab  seats,  fire- 
place, etc.  When  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  decided 
that  farming  was  not  the  occupation  designed  for 
him,  and  he  went  to  Indiana,  where  he  spent  three 
years  in  learning  the  blacksmith's  trade.  From 
there  he  went  to  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  located 
eleven  miles  north  of  Cincinnati,  and  was  married 
January  1,  1850,  to  Miss  Jane  Lawrence,  a  sister  of 
Levi  B.  Lawrence.  (See  sketch.)  She  was  born  in 
New  York  State. 

In  1853,  our  subject  and  wife  came  to  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  settled  on  section  4,  Volinia  Town- 
ship, and  improved  a  fine  farm  here.  This  farm 
is  now  owned  by  Jasper  Van  Curen,  and  the  large 
brick  residence  on  it  was  erected  by  our  subject. 
Mr.  Terwilleger  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  1861, 
and  on  this  he  has  ever  since  resided.  He  has 
made  great  improvements  in  the  place,  and  takes  a 
natural  pride  in  its  appearance.  Of  the  eighty 
acres  owned  by  him,  seventy  are  under  a  fine  state 
of  cultivation,  although  the  tract  was  originally 
heavily  timbered.  In  1869,  he  built  a  nice  two- 
story  brick  house.  Brought  up  a  Presbyterian  in 
his  religious  belief,  he  remained  so  for  twenty 
years,  after  which  he  was  a  Universalist.  While  in 
Ohio  he  met  Mr.  Lawrence,  his  father-in-law,  bor- 
rowed some  books  from  him  and  was  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  doctrines  advanced.  At  Carthage, 
Ohio,  he  heard  a  Second  Advent  preacher  and 
debf^ted  with  him  privately.     He  kept  on  reading 


and  seeking  Information,  and  finally  became  thor- 
oughly imbued  with  the  Swedenborgian  belief.  A 
great  many  of  his  articles  on  this  subject  have 
been  printed  in  the  newspapers.  He  is  a  seer  and 
a  prophet,  can  foretell  events,  and  has  frequently 
entertained  visitors  from  the  other  world. 

His  mother  died  when  he  was  fifteen  years  old. 
One  week  previous  to  her  death  our  subject  foie- 
told  it  exactly  by  vision,  and  while  at  the  funeral 
he  was  approached  spiritually  and  told  that  his 
mother  was  not  dead,  but  was  in  the  crowd.  This 
event  startled  him  spiritually  in  his  present  course. 
Mr.  Terwilleger  has  been  a  great  reader  all  his 
life,  is  thoroughly  posted  on  all  topics,  and  is 
especially  well  posted  on  all  subjects  relating  to 
the  Swedenborgian  belief.  He  takes  much  interest 
in  public  affairs,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  here. 


<^ 


[n\jENJAMIN  FIP:LD,  a  skilled  machinist  and 
^.^Cs  experienced  builder,  now  prosperously  en- 
(^)JJ/  ^^^^^^  *"  business  in  Buchanan,  Berrien 
^^i==^  Countj',  Mich.,  is  a  native  of  the  Wolver- 
ine State,  and  was  born  in  Fabius  Township,  St. 
Joseph  County,  July  25,  1852.  Our  subject  was 
the  third  child  of  the  family  of  two  sons  and  four 
daughters,  born,  unto  William  and  Elizabeth  (Mc- 
Millin)  Field.  The  father  emigrated  to  Michigan 
from  New  York,  his  native  State,  in  1832,  and  at 
first  made  his  home  upon  a  farm  in  Lenawee 
County,  but  later  removed  to  St.  Joseph  County, 
where  he  and  his  good  wife  were  numbered  among 
the  eaj[-ly  and  highly  respected  pioneer  settlers. 
The  father  purchased  a  heavily  timbered  farm, 
which  he  has  since  cleared  and  brought  up  to  a 
high  state  of  productiveness.  He  is  now  in  his 
seventy-sixth  year,  hale  and  hearty,  and  resides 
upon  the  old  homestead  with  his  excellent  wife, 
who  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  and  has  passed  the  most  of  her  life  in 
her  present  locality.  The  father  is  by  trade  a  car- 
penter, but  for  the  past  three-score  years  has  de- 
voted himself  mainly  to  farming,  and  occupies  a 
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position  among  the  leading  general  agriculturists 
of  St.  Joseph  County.  The  six  children  who  gath- 
ered in  the  old  home  all  lived  to  years  of  maturity. 
Maria  L.,  residing  in  Cass  County,  has  been  twice 
married.  Her  first  husband  was  F.  L.  Beadle;  her 
second  San  ford  York.  Pollen  married  Henry  Sprague 
and  lives  in  Grand  Rapids;  our  subject,  Benja- 
min, was  the  third  child;  Rosalthe  married  Allen 
Covill,  of  Cass  County;  Frank,  a  carpenter  and 
joiner,  is  a  prosperous  citizen  of  Mayville,  S. 
Dak.;  and  Zelma  is  a  popular  dress-maker,  conduct- 
ing a  large  business  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

The   Field   family   are  of  P^nglish  descent,  their 
ancestors   coming   to   America  before  the  Revolu- 
tionary   War.      The    McMillin    family   emigrated 
from    their   native    land   to  America  in  1776,  and 
have  occupied  positions  of  useful  influence  in   the 
United  States.     Mrs.  Elizabeth  (McMillin)  Fields  is 
now   in    her   sixty-seventh   year.     The  father  and 
mother  are   both  church   members  and  have  ever 
been  active  m  good  work.     Mr.  Field  is  fraternally 
associated  with  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Ma- 
sons, and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grange,  and  has 
always  been  known  as  a  public-spirited  and  enter- 
prising man.     Benjamin  Field  was  educated  in  the 
district   schools   of   St.  eJoseph  County,  and  when 
twelve  years  of  age   began   his  apprenticeship  to 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  the  details  of  which  oc- 
cupation  he   thoroughly   mastered,   now  being  an 
expert  in  the  craft.     His  knowledge   as  a  machin- 
ist was  gained  by  observation  of,  and  close  asso- 
ciation with,  experienced   men  who  have  been  in 
his  employ.     At  twenty-one  years  of  age  our  sub- 
ject  engaged   in    business   for   himself  at  Jones' 
Crossing,  Cass  County,  where  he  began  a  general 
business,  wood-work  included.     After  a  three-years 
residence  in  Jones,  Cass  County,  Mr.  Field  opened 
business  in  Dailey,  Cass  County,  and  remained  in 
this  latter  locality  eight  years,  and  in  connection 
with   his  former  business  operated  successfully  a 
machine  shop  and  foundry.     From   Dailey  he  re- 
moved  to   Cassopolis  and  established  a  machine- 
shop,  foundry  and  general  repair  shops. 

Three  years  later  our  subject  settled  in  Elkhart,lnd. 
and  entered  into  his  usual  line  of  work,  but  find- 
ing Elkhart  then  dull  remained  there  only  a  short 
time  and  came  to  Buqhapan,  wh-ere  he  is  now  eq^ 


gaged  conducting  an  extensive  machine  and  boiler 
manufacturing  establishment,  as  well  as  a  repair- 
ing department  with  an  excellent  custom.  In  his 
changes  of  residence,  Mr.  Field  had  an  ample  op- 
portunity to  interest  companies  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  a  double  balance  engine,  which  he  himself 
makes,  and  present  it  to  the  public.  A  number  of 
these  engines,  the  invention  of  our  subject,  are 
now  out  on  trial  and,  giving  satisfaction,  promise 
to  rival  and  surpass  many  of  the  most  popular 
engines  heretofore  favorites. 

In  1882,  Benjamin  Field  and  Miss  Ida  M.  Ar- 
nold were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Field  is  a  native 
of  Indiana,  and  the  daughter  of  John  and  Amanda 
(Armcntrout)  Arnold,  natives  of  Ohio.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Arnold,  both  surviving,  are  highly  esteemed 
bv  a  large  circle  of  old  friends  and  have  spent 
'  their  lives  in  the  occupation  of  farming.  Mrs. 
Field,  an  only  daughter  and  an  accomplished  lady, 
is  the  mother  of  three  bright,  intelligent  children, 
one  son  and  two  daughters:  Gladys,  born  January 
22,  1885;  Plinney  F.,  October  3,  1888;  and  Benja- 
min Adlai,  January  9,  1891.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Field  are 
both  regular  attendants  at  religious  service  and 
are  active  workers  in  benevolent  enterprises.  Our 
subject  is  in  no  sense  of  the  word  a  politician,  but, 
a  true  American  citizen,  is  interested  in  the  con- 
duct of  local  and  national  affairs,  and  is  ever 
ready  to  aid  in  all  matters  of  public  welfare,  and 
votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  and  his  estima- 
ble wife  enjoy  the  high  regard  of  a  wide  circle  of 
acquaintances  and  are  prominent  factors  in  the 
social  life  of  Buchanan. 


^'AMES  G.  HAYDEN,  a  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful lumber  merchant  located  in  Cass- 
opolis, Mich.,  has  been  identified  with  the 
^,^ ,  progressive  interests  and  leading  enter- 
prises of  Cass  County  almost  his  entire  life.  lie 
is  a  native  of  the  State  and,  born  in  Calvin  Town-, 
ship,  November  10,  1854;  has  made  his  constant 
home  within  the  limits  of  the  county  for  nearly 
two-score  years.     His  parents,  Joseph  G.  and  Hai> 
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riet  (Lincoln)  Hay  den,  were  natives  of  New  York 
and  Ohio,  respectively,  the  father  having  been 
born  in  Chautauqua  County,  while  tiie  mater- 
nal grandparents  reared  the  mother  in  the  Buck- 
eye State.  The  father,  trained  in  the  duties  of 
agriculture,  decided  to  try  farming  amid  the 
broader  opportunities  of  the  West,  and  emigrated 
to  Cass  County  while  yet  in  early  manhood.  He 
was  prospered  and  was  rapidly  winning  his  way 
upward,  when  he  died  aged  thirty-five  years, 
mourned  by  the  community  among  whom  he  had 
then  spent  a  number  of  years.  An  earnest  and 
intelligent  citizen,  he  took  an  active  interest  in 
local  affairs  and  was  ever  ready  to  assist  in  all 
matters  tending  to  the  promotion  of  the  public 
good. 

Our  subject  was  the  fourth-born  of  five  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  two  daughters,  who  clustered 
about  the  family  hearth  of  the  old  homestead. 
William  B.  is  a  well-known  citizen  of  Cassopolis; 
George  W.,  the  eldest,  is  associated  in  butriness 
with  his  brother  James  G.  Adalaide  is  Mrs.  Jesse 
Parker,  of  Calvin  Township.  Mattie,  the  young- 
est daughter,  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Keene  and  re- 
sides in  Battle  Creek,  Mich.  Mr.  Hayden  was  six 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  live  with  an  uncle 
at  Cassopolis,  and  therefore  received  his  [)rimary 
education  in  his  present  locality.  He  enjoyed  the 
advantage  of  a  thorough  course  of  instruction  in 
the  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Commercial  College 
but,  beginning  life  for  himself,  for  seven  years  de- 
voted his  time  to  general  agriculture.  It  was  upon 
the  fine  old  homestead  of  his  father-in-law  that  he 
engaged  in  the  tilling  of  the  soil  and  industriously 
aided  in  the  cultivation  of  the  three  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  which  compiised  the  extensive  and 
highly  improved  farm. 

November  8,  1879,  the  marriage  of  our  subject 
and  Miss  Ruth  T.  Kingsbury  was  celebrated  at  the 
home  of  the  bride's  parents,  Asa  and  Jane  (Monroe) 
Kingsbury.  Five  children  have  made  the  home 
bright  with  their  intelligent  presence.  Asa  K., 
named  in  honored  remembrance  of  his  maternal 
grandfather,  was  the  first-born.  The  eldest  daugh- 
ter is  Vera.  Then  follow  in  order  of  birth 
Jay  G.,  Hazel  and  Robert  T.  In  January,  1886, 
Mr.  Hayden  entered  into  the  grocery  business  in 


Cassopolis  and  remained  actively  engaged  in 
handling  that  line  of  goods  until  March,  1893. 
Upon  this  latter  date,  in  company  with  his  brother 
George,  he  associated  himself  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness on  the  mill  property  owned  by  C.  W.  Bunn, 
and  the  firm  name  uuder  which  their  joint  inter- 
ests are  prosperously  conducted  is  the  Bunn  & 
Hayden  Lumber  Company. 

Our  subject  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
local  and  national  issues  and  is  in  political  affilia- 
tion a  stanch  Republican.  In  the  fall  of  1886  he  - 
was  elected  County  Treasurer  and,  serving  with 
great  acceptance  two  terms,  ably  discharged  the 
duties  of  the  responsible  position.  Mr.  Hayden 
enjoyed  the  honor  of  being  appointed  one  of  the 
Auxiliary  World's  Fair  Committee  in  Cass  County. 
Fraternally,  our  subject  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons,  and  belongs  to 
Backus  Lodge  No.  155.  He  is  also  connected 
with  Kingsbury  Chapter  and  is  numbered  among 
the  representative  citizens  and  public-spirited  men 
of  the  county.  He  was  also  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  at  this  place, 
and  the  first  political  ofiSce  held  by  him  was  that 
of  Township  Treasurer,  he  being  elected  in  La 
Grange  Township  by  a  majority  of  seven  in  the 
spring  of  1883,  altliough  the  Democrats  outnum- 
bered the  Republicans  by  one  hundred  and  twenty. 


Vi 


llp^^OAH  S.  BRADY,  an  energetic  agriculturist 
I     jj    and  leading  citizen,  well  known   through- 


Ia\(^  out  Cass  County,  Mich.,  was  born  on  section 
11,  Ontwa  Township,  March  17,  1839,  and  yet  re- 
sides upon  the  old  homestead  whose  soil  he  assisted 
in  cultivating  from  his  early  youth.  An  active 
Democrat,  Mr.  Biady  has  held  high  place  in  the 
local  councils  of  the  par-ty  and  has  been  the  chosen 
delegate  to  many  State  and  county  conventions. 
He  has  also  held  official  positions,  discharging 
their  duties  with  efficiency.  Our  subject  is  the 
son  of  James  L.  and  Mary  (Jones)  Brady.  The 
paternal    grandparents,    Michael    and     Catherine 
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(Leddy)  Brady,  who  lived  and  died  in  Drum  Lane, 
County  Cavan,  Ireland,  reared  four  ciliildren: 
Rose,  wife  of  Lester  Harrington;  James  L.,  Thomas 
and  John,  all  of  whom  emigrated  to  the  United 
States.  The  l^st  known  of  Thomas  and  John  they 
were  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  James  L.  Brady  was 
born  March  1, 1802,  in  Drum  Lane  Parish,  County 
Cavan,  Ireland,  and  was  by  occupation  a  farmer. 
His  father  was  killed  b}^  being  thrown  from  a  horse, 
and  the  children,  deprived  of  his  care,  early  began 
the  struggle  of  life. 

The  father  of  our   subject  accompanied  a  sister 
to  Canada  and  worked  for  two  years  in  the  ship- 
yard.    He  was  seized  and  pressed  into  the  service 
of  the  British  on  board  a  man-of-war.    He  escaped 
by  swimming  ashore,  but  until  the  day  of  his  death 
it  was  not  a  pleasant  memory.     He  finally  settled 
in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  and  rafted  on   the  St. 
Lawrence  and  Genesee  Rivers.     In   1835,  he  went 
by  lake  to  Detroit  and  thence  traveled  to  Ontwa, 
Cass  County,  and  entered   a   tract  of  land  upon 
section  11,  where  he  prudently  accumulated  three 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  by  incessant  toil 
he  brought  mostly  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion.    In  1847  he  profitably  disposed  of  his  exten- 
sive farm  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
on  sections  10  and  11.     To  this  latter  purchase  he 
added  until  he  had  three  hundred  and  thirty-six 
acres,  all  under  improvement  with  the  exception 
of   about   one    hundred  acres.     In    1870,    Father 
Brady  removed    to  Elkhart,  Ind.,  where  he  died 
April  19,  1881,  and  left  a  fine  property  to  his  wife 
and  children.     He  was  a  Democrat,  and  efficiently 
served  in  township  offices.     He  came  to  America 
without  means  and  by  perseverance  and  industry 
won  his  upward  wa3^  to  a  competenc3\     The  sis- 
ter with  whom  he  emigrated  to  Canada  died  in 
Branch  County,  Mich.     His  wife   resides  in    Elk- 
hart, and  was  born  June  13, 1809,  near  Camden,  N. 
J.     She  was  the  mother  of  seven  children:    Will- 
iam J.,  who  died  in  Elko,  Nev.,  in   1878;  Thomas 
L.,  who  died  in   Step-toe  Valley,  Nev.;    John  M.; 
Noah  S.;  Marion  E.,  wife  of  A.  J.  Moody,  of  Elk- 
hart; Mary  J.,  who  died  at  four  years  of  age;  and 
Opiielia  J.,   the   wife  of    Clarence  Knickerbocker, 
of  Elkhart. 

Mrs.    Mary  (Jones)  Brady    was  a  daughter   of 


William  Jones,  who  died  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y. 
He  was  by  occupation  a  farmer,  and  in  religious 
faith  a  Quaker.  Our  subject  was  educated  in  the 
common  and  High  Schools  of  his  home  and  was 
early  trained  to  the  daily  round  of  agricultural 
duties  on  his  father's  farm.  Beginning  for  himself, 
he  worked  the  homestead  on  shares.  He  has  spent 
all  his  life  on  section  11,  and  owns  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  his  father's  old  homestead. 
Occupying  official  positions,  he  has  served  two 
years  as  Township  Treasurer,  and  for  fourteen 
years  a  leading  Democrat,  has  been  Supervisor  of 
his  township  for  that  length  of  time. 

January  1,  1866,  Noah  S.  Brady  and  Miss  Maria 
McNeill  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Brady  was 
born  in  Mason  Township,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
William  B.  and  Lydia  (Beardsley)  McNeill.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  The  fa- 
ther was  a  pioneer  of  Mason  Township  and  a  car- 
penter by  trade.  He  served  in  the  war  as  a  musician 
and  was  discharged  for  disability.  Early  in  life  a 
Democrat  and  later  a  Republican,  he  assisted  with 
ability  in  the  conduct  of  local  offices.  Fraternally, 
he  was  associated  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  was  mourned  by  many  friends 
when  he  passed  away  m  Brownsville.  He  was 
twice  married.  By  his  first  wife  he  became  the 
father  of  six  children.  Nancy  Brown,  deceased, 
left  a  daughter.  Charles  died  unmarried.  He 
served  four  years  m  the  army.  At  the  age  of 
forty-four  he  died  at  Shiloh,  having  been  shot 
through  both  thighs.  The  others  are  Maria;  Dora 
Brady,  deceased;  Riley,  deceased;  and  Emma 
Krome,  who  died  leaving  a  son.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  in  Mason  Township.  The  sec- 
ond wife,  Olive  Butler,  bore  one  child,  who  died 
young. 

Our  subject  has  been  the  father  of  thirteen 
children,  of  whom  ten  are  yet  living:  Fred  T., 
Louis  E.,  James  M.,  Clifford  N.,  Alice  M.,  Con- 
stance R.,  Marion,  Arthur  S.,  Charles  H.and  Edwin. 
Three  died  young.  Denis  died  when  one  and  a- 
half  years  of  age;  Edith  survived  until  five.  The 
sons  and  daughters  have  been  given  an  opportunity 
of  receiving  an  excellent  education,  and  four  of 
the  family  have  taught  school.  The  father,  mother, 
sisters  and  brothers  are  active  in  the   social   and 
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benevolent  life  of  their  home  locality,  and  are 
highly  esteemed  by  a  large  circle  of  friends.  Our 
subject  has  been  yjrospered  financially,  and  in  the 
many  changes  of  the  county,  its  rapid  progress  and 
upward  growth,  has  actively  participated,  and  is 
a  thoroughly  practical  and  liberal-spirited  citizen. 


"«j»«j»«5»«l«'^ 
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/y^l  NDREW  J.  EASTON,  an  enterprising  gen- 
LM  eral  farmer,  prominent  citizen  and  Super- 
visor of  Berrien  Township,  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  was  born 
September  30,  1834.  His  father,  Thomas  Easton,  a 
tiller  of  the  soil  by  occupation,  and  by  birth  a  Ken- 
tuckian,  who  had  removed  from  his  early  home,  and 
located  in  Indiana,  fought  in  the  vSac  Indian  War. 
The  mother,  Mrs.  Catherine  (King)  Easton,  was 
born  in  Virginia,  and  afterwards  made  her  home  in 
Kentucky,  in  which  State  the  parents  were  united 
in  marriage.  They  emigrated  to  Illinois  in  pioneer 
days,  but  subsequently  removed  to  Indiana.  In 
the  fall  of  1838,  they  located  permanently  in 
Michigan,  settling  upon  section  11,  Berrien  Town- 
ship, on  heavy  timber-land,  three  miles  from  any 
settlement.  The  father  entered  forty  acres  from 
tlie  Government,  and  in  the  fall  bought  forty  more. 
Afterwards  adding  to  his  former  purchases,  he 
owned  at  the  time  of  his  death  a  homestead  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  finely  cultivated,  acres. 
When  the  parents  made  their  home  in  Berrien 
County,  Indians  abounded  and  wild  game  was  plen- 
tiful. The  father,  in  common  with  the  majority 
of  pioneer  settlers,  had  but  a  very  limited  capital, 
and  with  the  aid  of  his  sons  did  the  entire  work 
of  the  farm,  clearing  the  land,  cultivating  the  soil, 
and  erecting  as  good  buildings  as  he  could  afford. 
The  parents,  now  both  deceased,  were  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  eleven  children,  six  of  whom  are 
living.  The  eldest,  Nancy  McCoy,  is  deceased,  as 
is  also  the  first-born  son,  Dr.  Berryman  Easton; 
Oliver  is  residing  in  Niles  Township;  Thomas  is  a 
citizen  of  Dowagiac;  Henderson  lives  in  Pipestone 
Township;  Mahala,  widow  of  David  Riggin,  is  a 
resident  of  Berrien  Township;  Jane  Williams  is  at 


home  in  Pokagon,Cass  County;  Andrew  J.,  our  sub- 
ject, is  next  in  order  of  birth;  William,  George  and 
Martha  are  deceased.  The  parents  did  the  best 
they  could  to  give  their  children  an  education, 
and,  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
brought  them  up  to  respect  religion.  The  father, 
politically  a  Democrat,  was  an  upright  and  in- 
dustrious (citizen,  by  hard  work  winning  his  up- 
ward way.  Mr.  Easton  spent  the  days  of  youth 
upon  his  father's  farm,  but  was  only  four  years  of 
age  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Michigan, 
and  was  obliged  to  walk  three  miles  to  the  little 
log  sclioolhouse  where  he  received  the  primitive 
instruction  offered  in  those  early  days.  At  twenty 
years  of  age  beginning  life  for  himself,  he  bought 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  where  he 
now  lives.  At  the  time  of  purchase  twenty  acres 
had  been  cultivated,  and  there  was  only  one  im- 
provement, a  small  house. 

In  the  fall  of  1855,  Andrew  J.  Easton  and  Miss 
Emmarillis  P.  Willis,  a  daughter  of  Billy  Willis, 
were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Easton  was  born  in 
1836,  in  Ohio,  but  when  young  accompanied  her 
parents  to  Michigan,  where  they  were  numbered 
among  the  leading  pioneer  settlers.  Our  subject 
wqth  his  estimable  wife  settled  on  his  farm,  which 
he  industriously  cleared  and  improved.  Prosper- 
ing,'he  has  added  to  his  original  tract,  now  own- 
ing two  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  of  which 
one  hundred  acres  are  in  a  high  state  of  pro- 
ductiveness. Aside  from  the  culture  of  the  soil 
and  the  raising  of  abundant  harvests  of  grain,  Mr. 
Easton  is  a  successful  stock-raiser,  handling  only 
graded  stock,  cattle  and  horses.  Seven  children 
brightened  the  home,  and  four  yet  survive.  Marion 
Alva  married  Miss  Adaline  Becker  and  lives 
on  the  farm.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents 
of  four  children.  James  Willard,  the  second  son,  is 
single.  Ida,  the  wife  of  Martin  Becker,  has  two 
children,  and  resides  in  Cass  County.  Ella  is  the 
youngest  surviving  member  of  the  family.  Mrs. 
Easton  is  connected  with  the  Christian  Church, 
and  has  been  active  in  religious  and  benevolent 
work. 

Eraternally  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons,  attiliating 
with    the    lodge    at   Berrien    Springs,  and    is    a 
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member  of  the  United  Workmen  at  Eau  Claire  and 
has  also  been  Master  of  the  Grange.  Offieiall}^  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  and, 
appreciating  the  advantages  of  an  education,  has 
materially  aided  in  the  development  of  a  high 
grade  of  scholarship  and  instruction  in  the  schools 
of  the  home  district.  Politically  Mr.  Easton  is  a 
strong  Democrat  and  has  served  as  Constable,  and 
this  spring  elected  to  the  responsible  office  of 
Supervisor,  is  now  discharging  the  duties  of  his 
new  position  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen.  The  Easton  family  have  been  known 
as  earnest  and  patriotic  citizens,  and  the  elder 
brother  of  our  subject,  Dr.  Benyman  Easton,  was  a 
skillful  surgeon  upon  the  battlefields  of  the  Civil 
War. 


]i^ANIEL  MOORE.  The  biographies  of  suc- 
I  jj]  cessful  men  who,  without  the  influence  of 
(^^^  wealth  or  influential  friends,  have  attained 
to  positions  of  usefulness  and  honor,  serve 
the  two-fold  purpose  of  encouraging  the  young 
and  paying  a  well-merited  tribute  to  the  man  him- 
self. While  Mr.  Moore  has  not  gained  great  wealth, 
he  has  secured  a  valuable  property  and  is  num- 
bered among  the  substantial  men  of  Benton  Har- 
bor. He  is  engaged  in  the  business  of  fruit-rais- 
ing, which  he  carries  on  extensively  and  with  suc- 
cess. 

Benjamin  Moore,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  New  York  and  came  to  Michigan  in 
1854,  settling  in  Berrien  County,  where  he  died 
in  June,  1872.  William  Moore,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  came  to 
Berrien  County  in  1855,  remaining  here  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  (m  the  31st  of  January, 
1890.  His  wife  was  Susan  Gotham,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  subject  of  this  biographical 
sketch  was  born  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  February  1, 
1848,  and  in  his  childhood  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Oberlin,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  but  a 
short  time. 

Coming  with  his  father  to  Berrien  Count}^  in 


1855,  our  Subject  settled  on  a  farm  in  Pipestone 
Township, and  in  the  intervals  of  attending  school 
aided  his  father  on  the  farm.  At  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen he  entered  the  employ  of  Swain  k  Olney, 
millers  of  Detroit,  their  mill  being  located  at 
Water vliet,  Berrien  County.  For  twelve  years  he 
was  with  this  firm,  gaining  the  confidence  not 
only  of  his  employers  but  also  of  the  general  pub- 
lic. In  the  spring  of  1876  he  embarked  in  the 
business  of  fruit-raising  at  Benton  Harbor,  having 
ten  acres  of  land,  where  he  raised  peaches,  pears, 
grapes  and  berries,  shipping  mostly  to  Chicago. 
In  addition  to  that  business  he  also  engaged  in 
sinking  wells  and  putting  up  windmills.  He  has 
recently  sold  the  fruit  farm  and  has  built  a  new 
home  on  Colfax  Avenue,  near  the  old  place. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  1869,  Mr.  Moore  mar- 
ried Miss  Emma  Hale,  of  Berrien  County.  This 
estimable  lady  is  the  daughter  of  William  H.  and 
Caroline  (Sweet)  Hale,  the  father  a  native  of 
Hartfort,  Conn.,  and  the  mother  of  Cortland,  N.  Y. 
The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  wife  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children:  Flora  B.,  de- 
ceased; and  Nora,  who  is  now  at  home.  The  social 
position  occupied  by  this  family  is  one  of  promi- 
nence and  they  number  their  friends  among  the 
best  people  of  the  community.  Mr.  Moore  is  a 
member  of  the  order  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  In 
his  political  sympathies  he  is  a  firm  adherent  of 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party  and  gives 
it  his  hearty  support. 


"ffjOHN  LANE,  an  influential  citizen  of  Ber- 
rien County,  residing  upon  section  2,  St. 
^-;n^  Joseph  Township,  was  born  in  Livingston 
(^^  County,  Ky.,  April  12,  1843.  He  is  of 
Canadian  descent,  his  paternal  grandfather,  Ashar 
Lane,  Sr.,  having  been  born  in  that  portion  of  the 
Queen's  dominions.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
Ashar  Lane,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  removed  when  a  young  man  to  Ken- 
tucky, after  having  served  for  one  term  in  the 
regular  army. 


RESIDENCE  OF   JOHN       LAN  E,  5EC.2.  ST.  JOSEPH   TP.      BERRIEN    CO.^MICH, 


RESIDENCE  OF   DANIEL     MOORE,  COLFAX  AVENUE,   BENTON  HARBOR,  MICH. 
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Arriving  in  Kentucky,  Mr.  Lane  settled  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  was  there  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Nancy  McKenney.  After  that 
important  event,  the  newly- wedded  couple  com- 
meuced  housekeeping  upon  a  farm  in  the  Blue 
Grass  State,  but  later,  disposing  of  the  place, 
about  1850,  removed  to  Missouri,  where  they 
sojourned  for  one  year.  Thence  removing  to  La 
Salle  County,  111.,  they  resided  there  for  a  brief 
period,  and  later  established  their  home  in  Galena, 
the  same  State,  where  Mrs.  Lane  died  in  1853. 

From  Galena  Mr.  Lane  returned  to  La  Salle 
County,  and  thence  one  year  afterward  went  to 
Rockford,  111.  In  1856  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
settled  in  Berrien  County,  where  for  a  time  he 
worked  in  different  places.  As  soon  as  possible  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Lincoln  Township, 
but  later  disposed  of  the  property  and  bought  a 
farm  in  St.  Joseph  Township,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death,  in  1872.  During  the  late  war  he 
enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  G,  Sixth  Wis- 
consin Infantry,  and  later  continued  in  the  army 
as  a  member  of  the  Nineteenth  Michigan  Infantry, 
Company  I.  At  Thompson's  Station,  Tenn.,  he 
was  taken  prisoner,  and  after  a  short  confinement 
in  prison  was  paroled  and  discharged. 

John  Lane  is  the  only  survivor  among  the  three 
children  comprising  the  parental  family.  At  the 
age  of  seven  years  he  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Missouri,  and  later  removed  with  them  to  Illi- 
nois. He  was  about  thirteen  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  Michigan,  and  upon  a  farm  in  Berrien 
County  he  grew  to  manhood,  meantime  having 
meagre  opportunities  for  acquiring  an  education. 
However,  through  experience  and  observation,  he 
has  more  than  made  up  for  the  lack  of  early  ad- 
vantages, and  now  occupies  a  position  among  the 
intelligent  men  of  the  community. 

In  April,  1861,  when  the  nation  was  over-, 
whelmed  by  the  horrors  of  civil  war,  our  subject 
enlisted  in  the  defense  of  the  Union,  his  name  be- 
ing enrolled  as  a  member  of  Company  G,  Sixth  Wis- 
consin Infantry,  and  he  served  for  about  twenty 
months  as  a  member  of  the  company.  At  the  bat- 
tle of  Antietam  he  was  wounded  by  a  bullet,  which 
injured  him  to  such  an  extent  as  to  necessitate  his 
discharge  from  the  army.     Upon   his  recovery  he 


enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  B,  Sixth  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  when  he  was  discharged  with  the  rank  of 
Corporal.  Among  the  engagements  in  which  he 
participated  were  the  battles  of  Cedar  Mountain, 
Gainesville,  South  Mountain  and  the  second  battle 
of  Bull  Run.  He  was  also  in  the  McDowell  cam- 
paign in  Virginia. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Lane  traveled 
through  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  spending  about  two 
years  in  the  West.  He  then  returned  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Benton  Harbor,  where  he  made  his 
home  for  fourteen  years.  In  1884  he  came  to  the 
farm  where  he  has  since  made  his  home,  and  upon 
which  he  has  placed  a  large  number  of  improve- 
ments, making  it  one  of  the  best  estates  in  the 
vicinity.  Upon  the  thirt3^-two  acres  comprising 
the  property,  he  has  set  out  fruit  trees  of  every 
variety,  and  now  conducts  a  large  business  as  a 
fruit-grower.  He  has  erected  all  the  buildings  on 
the  place  and  it  is  largely  due  to  his  efforts  that 
the  farm  is  one  of  the  finest  on  Lincoln  Avenue. 

In  March,  1863,  Mr.  Lane  married  Miss  Mary  E., 
the  daughter  of  Joseph  Whitaker,  and  a  native  of 
Elkhart  County,  Ind.  At  the  age  of  nine  years 
she  came  to  Michigan  with  her  mother  and  settled 
in  Oronoko  Township,  Berrien  County,  where  her 
mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home  among  her 
cliildren.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lane  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Ella,  who 
resides  with  her  parents.  In  his  political  views 
Mr.  Lane  is  a  Republican  and  served  as  delegate 
to  the  last  Republican  State  Convention.  He  has 
also  been  a  delegate  to  Congressional  Conventions. 
His  interest  in  political  matters  has  been  deep  and 
unchanging,  and  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Republican  Central  Committee  and  has  also  been 
Chairman  of  the  Township  Committee  for  eight 
years.  As  might  be  supposed,  he  retains  connec- 
tion with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  is 
Junior  Vice  Commander  of  the  post.  He  belongs 
to  the  Union  Veteran  Union,  of  which  he  is  the 
present  Major  and  Lieutenant-Colonel.  In  his 
religious  views  he  is  liberal,  but  though  he  does 
not  hold  membership  in  any  church,  he  is  generous 
in  his  contributions  to  the  various  denominations, 
as  well  as  to  all  charitable  projects. 


728 


1*0RTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


^ILLIAM  M.  FERRY,  a  prominent  citizen 
and  an  extensive  and  prosperous  agricul- 
turist now  located  upon  his  valuable  farm, 
on  section  34,  Pipestone  Township,  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  was  born  upon  the  old  Ferry  homestead 
September  18,  1848.  His  father,  Robert  Ferry, 
born  in  1806,  was  a  native  of  County  Fermanagh, 
Ireland,  and  was  the  son  of  David  Ferry.  When 
a  young  man  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
and  located  in  Michigan,  marrying  Miss  Joanna 
Ridcnour,  born  in  1824  in  Ohio,  and  the  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Letitia  (Brown)  Ridenour,  who  came 
to  Michigan  in  an  early  day.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  made  their  home  upon  section  27,  Pipe- 
stone Township,  in  1837,  being  the  third  family 
of  settlers  in  the  township.  The  farm  was  Gov- 
ernment land,  and  all  timber.  Enterprising  and 
energetic,  Robert  Ferry  operated  steamboats  and 
ferry  boats  upon  the  river,  and  thus  earned  money 
to  pay  for  his  land  and  needed  improvements. 
After  his  marriage  in  1839,  this  self-made  and 
ambitious  man  learned  to  read  and  write,  studying 
in  a  private  school.  Prospered,  he  accumulated  a 
large  property  and,  continually  adding  to  his  es- 
tate, at  the  time  of  his  death  owned  ten  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  cleared  and 
improved  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  lived 
at  first  in  a  small  log  cabin,  but  soon  built  a  larger 
log  house.  In  1857  he  built  a  fine  residence  and 
had  previously,  in  1850,  erected  a  large  and  sub- 
stantial barn. 

When  he  came  to  America,  Father  Ferry  landed 
at  Quebec,  and,  taken  sick  there,  was  obliged  to 
pawn  his  watch  to  pay  the  doctor's  bill.  On  ar- 
riving in  Michigan  his  sole  capital  remaining  was 
fifty  cents  in  cash,  but  with  self-reliant  determina- 
tion he  made  a  name  and  fortune, and  was  mourned 
as  a  public  loss  when  he  passed  to  his  rest  in  the 
spring  of  1876.  He  was  buried  in  the  Ferry  family 
cemetery,  his  grave  being  marked  by  a  magnificent 
monument  costing  $700.  His  good  wife  is  yet  liv- 
ing upon  the  old  homestead.  The  sons  and  daugh- 
ters wlio  blessed  the  early  Michigan  home  are:  John 
S.,  a  resident  of  Charlotte,  Mich.;  Mary,  deceased ; 
Robert  J.,  William  M.,  Joseph  R.  and  Thomas  P., 
the  four  latter  all  well-known  citizens  of  Pipestone 
Township,  and  occupying  positions  of   usefulness 


and  influence.  The  only  daughter  was  the  wife  of 
Eliphalet  Adams,  and  both  she  and  her  husband 
are  deceased.  They  were  the  parents  of  one  child, 
Robert  C,  who  resides  in  Great  Falls,  Mont.  Uo 
married  Emma  Hen  wood,  and  is  the  father  of  two 
children.  Father  Ferry  was  in  religious  affilia- 
tions a  Catholic.  He  gave  his  children  a  good 
education  and  aided  them  on  their  way  in  life. 
Politically  a  Democrat,  he  was  interested  in  local 
and  national  issues.  Arriving  in  Pipestone  Town- 
ship before  its  organization,  he  ably  exerted  him- 
self throughout  his  life  in  the  promotion  of  public 
welfare,  and,  a  hard-working  man,  won  through 
his  excellent  judgment  financial  success. 

Our  subject,  the  third  son  of  the  old  pioneer, 
received  his  education  mainly  in  the  district  schools 
of  the  neighborhood,  and  remained  at  home  until 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  in  1870  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Rhoda  A.  Pegg,  a  daughter 
of  P^lisha  and  Amy  (Calvin)  Pegg.  Mr.  Pegg  was 
a  native  of  Virginia,  and  Mrs.  Pegg  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  in  the  latter  State  the  parents  of  Mrs. 
Ferry  were  married.  In  1864  they  came  to  Michi- 
gan, locating  on  section  24,  Pipestone  Township, 
which  they  made  their  permanent  home.  Mr.  Pegg 
died  in  1871,  his  good  wife  surviving  until  1875. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  three  of 
whom  are  now  living:  Mrs.  Ferry;  John  W.;  and 
Ella  R.,  wife  of  William  Cushing,  residing  in  Sil- 
ver Creek  Township,  Cass  County.  She  has  no 
children. 

Mrs.  Ferry  was  born  May  27,  1845,  in  Portage 
County,  Ohio.  She  received  an  excellent  educa- 
tion in  the  home  of  her  childhood,  and  taught 
school  in  Michigan.  Immediately  after  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Ferry  settled  where  he  now  lives,  upon 
partially  improved  land.  He  has  one  hundred  and 
ninety  acres,  one  hundred  and  sixty  of  which  are 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Our  subject  is 
a  general  farmer,  and  profitably  raises  both  grain 
and  stock.  He  erected  his  handsome  and  com- 
modious residence  in  1890  and  1891  without  in- 
struction. Guided  by  his  business  ability  and  thor- 
ough comprehension  of  the  desired  architecture,  he 
drafted  the  plans  and  completed  the  building — a 
mobt  convenient  and  attractive  house,  costing 
$2,760,  aside  from  the  lumber  and  labor  involved. 
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This  dwelling  is  one  of  the  finest  in  Pipestone 
Township  and  is  universally  admired.  The  base- 
ment of  the  house  had  been  built  in  1887,  but  was 
remodeled  in  1890.  The  barn,  built  in  1883,  cost 
$1,400;  it  is  56x40  feet  and  has  twenty-foot  posts. 
There  are  other  substantial  and  necessary  improve- 
ments on  the  homestead,  one  of  the  best  pieces  of 
farming  property  in  Pipestone  Township,  and 
which  contains  aside  from  its  harvest-fields  a  fine 
lawn,  ornamental  and  shade  trees  and  twoacresof 
choice  fruit.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferry  have  no  chil- 
dren, but  have  reared  one  child,  Cora  B.  Ferry,  who 
became  as  their  own  when  only  four  years  of  age. 
Our  subject  is  fraternally  connected  with  the 
Blue  Lodge  at  Berrien  Springs  and  Western  Star 
Lodge  No.  39,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  has  been  Senior 
Warden.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Keystone  Chap- 
ter No.  36,  of  Dowagiac,  and  is  one  of  the  twelve 
Knights  of  Niles  Commandery.  Politically  a  Dem- 
ocrat, Mr.  Ferry  has  represented  his  party  at  con- 
ventions, and  has  ably  performed  the  duties  of 
Highway  Commissioner  of  Pipestone  Township 
for  three  years.  Since  then  he  has  refused  politi- 
cal office,  but  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board  has 
done  excellent  service  in  behalf  of  educational  ad- 
vancement. His  circle  of  acquaintance  is  large, 
and  from  his  earliest  youth  he  has  been  identified 
with  the  various  enterprises  of  his  locality,  and  is 
regarded  as  a  true  and  earnest  citizen,  liberal  in 
sentiment  and  upright  in  character. 


-^>^^<i 


(Q>^ 


EMILIUS  J.  WOOLCOTT,  proprietor  of  the 
Woolcott  House,  at  Watervliet,  and  the 
owner  of  three  well-improved  farms  in 
Berrien  County,  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  No- 
vember 13,  1848,  being  the  son  of  Samuel  and 
Elizabeth  (Blake)  Woolcott.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Warren  Woolcott,  was  born  in  Massachu- 
setts and  followed  farming  pursuits  in  the  old  Bay 
State.  About  fifty-five  years  ago  he  removed  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  in  1851  came  to  Watervliet, 
Mich.,  where  he  soon  became  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  progress  of  the  community.     In  his 


political  views  he  was  a  Democrat  and  wielded  no 
small  influence  in  the  ranks  of  his  chosen  party. 
When  he  passed  away,  in  1877,  his  fellow-citizens 
united  with  the  Immediate  members  of  the  family 
in  mourning  the  loss  of  this  public-spirited  man, 
devoted  husband  and  affectionate  father.  His  first 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Nancy  Lester,  bore 
him  one  son  and  two  daughters;  there  were  no 
children  of  the  second  union. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Samuel  Woolcott, 
was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  accompanied  the 
other  members  of  the  family  to  Ohio,  where  he 
resided  for  a  number  of  years  in  Cleveland.  In 
1851  he  came  to  Watervliet,  where  he  purchased 
two  hundred  and  six  acres  of  unimproved  land, to 
the  cultivation  of  which  he  has  since  given  his 
attention,  the  result  being  that  he  has  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  vicinity.  He  is  also  the  owner 
of  an  hotel  in  Hartford.  A  Democrat  in  his  pol- 
itical opinions,  he  has  served  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  fellow-citizens 
in  a  number  of  local  ofifices.  He  and  his  estima- 
ble wife  reared  four  children:  Emilius  J.,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Huston  (deceased),  Elmer  and  Mario 
One  child  died  at  the  age  of  five  years. 

A  child  of  three  years  when  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Berrien  County,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
the  home  district,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
commenced  to  operate  as  a  farmer  Upon  land 
rented  on  the  old  homestead.  In  1872  he  pur- 
chased forty  acres  on  section  22,  Watervliet  Town- 
ship, and  to  this  he  gradually  added  until  he  is 
now  the  owner  of  three  farms,  one  consisting  of 
ninety-four  acres,  another  of  forty  and  the  third 
of  forty-six.  From  these  he  derives  a  good  in- 
come and  is  well  situated  financially.  In  1885 
he  built  the  Woolcott  House,  in  Watervliet,  now 
one  of  the  most  popular  hotels  of  the  village. 

April  16,  1872,  Mr.  Woolcott  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Emma,  daughter  of  Alonzo 
and  Harriet  (Ducolon)  Hauer,  natives  respectively 
of  Oakland  County,  Mich.,  and  Canada.  The 
father,  who  followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and 
also  engaged  in  farming  pursuits,  died  in  Berrien 
Count}^  in  1862;  his  wife  still  survives.  He  was 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Oakland  County  and 
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for  many  years  contributed  to  its  progress  and 
was  an  interested  witness  of  its  development.  In 
his  religious  views  he  was  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  with  which  his  wife  is  also 
identified.  They  wer6  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, Mrs.  Woolcott  having  three  sisters.  The 
paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Woolcott  were 
Henry  and  Wealthy  (Joy)  Hauer,  who  were  of 
German  descent.  Her  maternal  grandparents  were 
Stephen  and  Sallie  (Baxter)  Ducolon.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Woolcott  were  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Mark  A.,  Etta  (  who  died  aged  seven  years  )  and 
Nina.  The  family  occupies  a  position  of  promin- 
ence in  the  community  and  is  highly  regarded  in 
social  circles. 


ll@^©l^.^ 


\f]  RA  OYERACKER.  It  is  in  tlie  fruit  industry 
I  that  the  prosperity'  of  Berrien  County  finds  its 
IL,  impetus.  No  location  on  the  continent  ex- 
cels that  of  southwestern  Michigan  for  the  encour- 
agement offered  to  fruit-growers  in  suppljing  the 
means  for  their  success.  With  a  constant  increase 
of  population,  the  incentives  to  industry  and  re- 
wards open  to  enterprise  exist  here  to  a  degree 
not  exceeded  by  any  portion  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  a  large  number  of 
judicious  and  ambitious  men  have  settled  here  for 
the  purpose  of  developing  fine  fruit  farms,  and 
have  met  with  flattering  success. 

On  section  9.  St.  Joseph  Township,  lies  a  fruit 
farm  belonging  to  Mr.  Overacker  and  consisting 
of  twenty-six  and  one-half  acres, of  which  twenty- 
three  acres  are  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  fruit. 
Here  he  raises  apples,  pears,  grapes,  peaches  and 
every  variety  of  berries,  shipping  his  products  to 
the  principal  markets,  where  they  find  a  ready  sale 
at  fair  prices.  Our  subject  is  a  native  of  New 
York  State  and  was  born  in  Rensselaer  County 
April  10,  1816.  The  family  of  which  he  is  a 
member  originated  in  Germany  and  was  repre- 
sented in  America  during  the  early  period  ot  the 
history  of  the  United  States. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John 


Wendell  Overacker,  was  born  in  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  enlisted  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  where  he  did  valiant  service 
in  defense  of  the  Colonies.  He  married  Miss  Anna 
Wethawax,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  seven 
children.  Of  their  four  sons,  Michael  was  the  eld- 
est. He  was  born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  Rensselaer  Count^s  tlie 
same  State.  During  the  War  of  1812  he  enlisted 
in  the  ranks  and  served  with  valor  and  fidelity  in 
the  cause  of  the  United  States.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  Hoffman,  who  was  born  in  Rhinebeck, 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  being  one  in  a  family  of 
seven  children. 

After  his  marriage  Michael  Overacker  located  in 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  son,  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  April  10, 1816.  He  afterward  made 
his  home  in  Otsego  County,  whence  he  removed 
to  Tompkins  County,  and  there  resided  until  his 
death  in  1860.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  six  of  whom  grew  to  maturity, 
and  three  are  now  living,  viz.:  Albert  W.,  a  farmer 
residing  in  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.;  Archibald  D., 
who  resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  New  York; 
and  Ira,  our  subject.  The  deceased  are:  Alida, 
who  died  in  girlhood;  Angeline,  who  married 
Francis  Van  Pelt,  and  died  in  Tompkins  County, 
where  her  husband  was  engaged  in  farming;  Jacob, 
who  died  in  Tompkins  County;  and  Eliza,  who 
was  called  hence  at  the  age  of  two  years.  The  fa- 
ther of  this  family,  through  industry,  and  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  he  was  handicapped  by  pov- 
erty and  lack  of  education,  succeeded  in  accumu- 
lating a  large  and  valuable  property.  He  was  a 
Whig  in  his  political  relations  and  was  a  man  of 
note  in  his  community. 

An  infant  when  taken  by  his  parents  to  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  our  subject  was  six  years  of  age 
when  he  accompanied  the  family  to  Tompkins 
County,  the  same  State,  and  his  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  common  schools.  In  1847  he  came 
West  and,  being  pleased  with  tlie  soil  and  climate 
of  northern  Illinois,  he  purchased  four  hundred 
acres  in  Ogle  County,  buying  the  property  of  the 
Government.  After  he  had  spent  two  years  alone 
upon  the  place,  he  took  unto  himself  a  wife,  being 
married  October  25,   1849,  to  Miss  Anna    Maria 
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Dusonberry,  a  native  of  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y. 
Slie  is  a  lady  of  unusual  intelligence,  and  taught 
eighteen  terms  of  school  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
and  Kane  and  Ogle  Counties,  III.  At  the  age  of 
only  sixteen  she  commenced  to  teach,  and  occu- 
|)ied  a  position  in  the  public  schools  of  Elgin  when 
seventeen.  It  was  at  that  age  that  she  accompa- 
nied her  brother,  Cornelius,  to  Illinois  and  settled 
in  Ogle  County,  remaining  there  until  her  mar- 
riage. 

In  this  connection  a  brief  mention  of  the  ances- 
tors of  Mrs.  Overacker  will  not  be  amiss.  Her  fa- 
ther, David  Dusenberry,  was  born  in  Sand  Lake, 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  Septeihber  18,  1791. 
Her  grandfather,  eJacob  Dusenberry,  was  likewise  a 
native  of  that  county,  and  married  Anna  Swell- 
land,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children.  David, 
upon  attaining  to  manhood,  married  Miss  Ann 
Andrus;  her  father,  Benjamin,  was  a  native  of 
Hartford  Count\',  Conn.,  and  as  a  partial  compen- 
sation for  his  services  in  the  Revolution  he  was  a 
pensioner  of  the  Government  for  a  number  of 
years.  Mr.  Dusenberry  was  a  minister  in  the  Bap- 
tist Church  and  also  a  teacher  for  many  years 
prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred  July  27,  1842. 
His  wife  parsed  away  November  20,  1875,  after 
having  become  the  mother  of  six  children. 

For  eighteen  years  after  his  marriage,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  resided  in  Ogle  County,  111. 
Upon  disposing  of  his  landed  interests  there  he 
came  to  Michigan,  and  in  Berrien  County  purchased 
a  ten  acre  fruit  farm  on  the  lake  shore,  where  he 
made  his  home  for  nine  years.  In  May  of  1877 
he  came  to  his  present  farm,  where  he  has  since 
engaged  in  the  occupation  of  a  fruit-grower.  A 
Republican  in  his  political  views,  while  in  Ogle 
Count}^  III.,  he  held  the  offices  of  Supervisor  of 
the  township,  Trustee  and  County  Commissioner, 
and  has  aided  the  progress  of  the  community  in 
every  way  possible. 

Childless  themselves,  Mr.  Overacker  and  his  es- 
timable wife  have  opened  their  hearts  and  home 
to  four  children,  upon  whom  they  have  bestowed 
the  most  careful  training  and  to  whose  welfare 
they  are  tenderly  devoted.  These  adopted  chil- 
dren are:  George  Crane,  who  now  resides  in  Ar- 
kansas;   Christine  Fr(?tts,  a  nurse  residing  in  Chi- 


cago; Lillie  Smith,  who  married  Henry  Kennedy 
and  lives  in  South  Dakota;  and  Fred  H.  Barbour, 
who  was  taken  into  Mr.  Overacker's  home  when 
an  infant  of  four  weeks,and  is  now  superintendent 
of  an  orange  grove  in  Arizona. 


i^-h^l-=-. 


Jr^UJBERT  F.  MOORE,  a  representative  gen- 
P;^  eral  agriculturist  and  influential  citizen  of 
*i\\\  Berrien  Count}^,  Mich.,  has  for  the  past 
^^  thirty-five  years  engaged  mainly  in  tilling 
the  soil  of  his  homestead,  and  located  on  section 
24,  Berrien  Township,  has  passed  over  three-score 
years  in  his  present  locality  and,  widelj^  known, 
commands  the  esteem  of  a  host  of  friends.  Mr. 
Moore  was  born  March  21,  1831,  in  Pennsylvania. 
He  is  the  son  of  the  pioneer  settlers,  Burrowes  and 
Elizabeth  (Reed)  Moore,  and  was  only  an  infant 
when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  their  new  home 
in  the  wilderness  of  the  Wolverine  State.  His  fa- 
ther, born  in  1796,  and  the  mother  in  1800,  were 
courageous,  resolute  and  energetic  and  well  fitted 
to  meet  and  overcome  the  difficulties  and  trials  of 
pioneer  life.  Born  in  the  Quaker  State,  they  had 
attained  to  adult  age  in  their  birthplace  and  were 
married  in  the  home  of  their  childhood.  Some 
years  later  they  decided  to  try  their  fortune  in 
the  farther  West,  and  in  1832  journeyed  to  White 
Pigeon,  Midi.,  spent  a  short  time  in  Kalamazoo 
County,  and  finally  located  in  Three  Rivers,  where 
the  father  kept  a  hotel  for  the  benefit  of  travelers 
before  there  was  another  habitation  in  the  place. 
The  parents  removed  to  Summerville,  Cass  Coun- 
ty, in  1848,  and  there  the  father  operated  a  grist- 
mill, which  he  afterward  ^old  to  Israel  Hutton, 
who  later  became  his  son-in-law. 

Our  subject  received  his  early  training  and  edu- 
cation in  Three  Rivers,  and  grew  up  a  self-reliant 
and  industrious  youth  amid  the  scenes  of  tiiose 
pioneer  days.  He  began  his  business  life  as  a 
clerk  in  the  store  of  Moore  &  Prutzman,  at  Three 
Rivers,  and  remained  with  this  firm  until  1850, 
when  he  located  in  Summerville,  and  for  a  few 
years  engaged  in   business  witU  L  Pt  Hwttop,    In 
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1858  Mr.  Moore  made  liis  permanent  home  on  his 
present  valuable  farm,  and  from  that  period  of 
time  devoted  liimself  exclusively  to  the  pursuit  of 
agriculture  with  success.  The  two  hundred  acres 
upon  which  he  then  located  were  partially  im- 
proved and  were  owned  in  common  by  himself 
and  his  brother-in-law,  Lewis  Edwards,  Jj*.  Our 
subject  afterward  bought  out  the  interest  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  and  has  brought  one  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  of  the  farm  under  a  higii  state  of  cultivation. 
In  1881  he  erected  an  attractive  and  commodious 
country  residence,  costing  over  $2,000,  and  built 
substantial  barns.  He  carried  on  mixed  farming, 
raising  excellent  stock  and  giving  his  entire  at- 
tention to  the  daily  round  of  duties,  until  two 
years  ago,  when  he  rented  his  homestead  and  is 
now  enjoying  a  well-earned  rest. 

In  1855,  Mr.  Moore  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Clarissa  Edwards,  a  daughter  of  Lewis  and 
Patience  (Garwood)  Edwards,  who  came  to  Cass 
County  in  1826,  and,  locating  on  Pokagon  Prairie, 
were  the  very  first  settlers  of  their  locality-.  They 
made  their  home  in  the  near  vicinity  of  Indians, 
and  were  surrounded  by  woods,  in  which  wild 
game  abounded.  Both  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Moore 
are  now  deceased.  The  father  was  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  and  the  mother  was  born  in  Ohio.  P]arnest 
and  upright,  the  husband  and  wife  passed  to- 
gether many  years  of  usefulness  and  were  honored 
by  all  who  knew  them.  Prominent  in  all  matters 
of  local  interest,  Mr.  Edwards  served  many  years 
as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  giving  universal  satis- 
faction to  his  friends  and  neighbors.  He  and  his 
good  wife  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  severf 
of  whom  yet  survive.  Mrs.  Moore  was  born  in 
August,  1829,  on  Pokagon  Prairie.  Our  subject 
and  his  worthy  wife  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, but  two  of  whom  now  survive.  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  B.  F.  Rice,  and  resides  in  Dowagiac; 
she  is  the  mother  of  two  children.  Lewis  B.,  liv- 
ing in  Berrien  Township,  married  Miss  Maud  Cam- 
eron and  has  one  child.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  are 
valued  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  have  both  been  active  in  religious  work. 
Fraternall}^,  our  subject  is  a  member  of  Pokagon 
Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  A  member  of  the  School 
Board,  he  has  been  a  prominent  factor  in  the  ele- 


vation of  scholarship  and  instruction  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  encouraged  the  children  to  avail 
themselves  of  every  opportunity  to  improve  them- 
selves and  gain  a  good  common  education.  Mr. 
Moore  is  politically  a  Republican,  and  has  always 
been  deeply  interested  in  both  local  and  National 
issues.  He  is  a  public-spirited  man,  and  during 
the  troublous  days  of  the  Civil  War  sent  a  substi- 
tute to  represent  him  upon  the  field.  He  and  his 
worthy  wife  are  yet  residing  upon  the  old  farm, 
near  which  locality  they  have  passed  three-score 
years  and  witnessed  the  wonderful  changes  which 
have  transformed  the  wilderness  of  Berrien  Coun- 
ty into  harvest  fields  and  smiling  villages.  Se- 
cure in  the  high  regard  of  their  wide  circle  of  old- 
time  neighbors  and  acquaintances,  they  are  enter- 
ing the  evening  of  a  career  whose  record  is  full 
of  stirring  incidents  and  reminiscences  intimately 
associated  with  the  history  of  this  part  of  the 
State. 


.AVID  A.  BEST,  an  early  settler  and  en- 
terprising citizen  of  Bertrand  Township, 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  has  been  a  leading 
business  man  of  this  part  of  the  State  for 
a  period  of  forty-six  years.  \  native  of  Columbia 
County,  Pa.,  and  born  twenty-five  miles  northeast 
of  the  Susquehanna  River,  January  18,  1822,  he 
was  a  young  man  full  of  hope  and  energy  when  he 
came  to  the  West.  His  father,  John  Best,  a  native 
of  New  Jersey  and  reared  in  the  State,  removed 
early  in  life  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  married 
and  settled  on  a  farm.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Best,  was  supposed  to  be  by  birth  a  Hol- 
lander. Sarah  (Allen)  Best,  the  mother  of  D.  A. 
Best,  was  born  and  reared  in  the  same  old  house 
which  sheltered  our  subject  on  the  day  of  his  birth. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  Capt.  John  Allen,  was 
but  ^ve  years  of  age  when  he  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica with  his  parents  and  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
afterward  serving  bravely  in  the  War  of  the  Rev- 
olution as  a  Captain.  At  the  close  of  the  struggle 
for  independence  he  settled  upon  a  piece  of  land 
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in  the  woods  of  Columbia  County,  and,  surrounded 
by  Indians,  was  employed  by  the  Government  as  a 
scout  iind  was  active  and  courageous  in  his 
[)ersistent  efforts  to  protect  tlie  settlers  from  the 
de[)rcdations  of  the  savages. 

An  excellent  mechanic,  and  by  trade  a  wheel- 
wright. Grandfather  Allen  manufactured  spinning- 
wheels  and  made  guns  of  excellent  workmanship, 
many  of  which  may  yet  be  found  in  Columbia 
County.  He  lived  to  be  ninety  years  of  age  and 
drew  a  pension  from  the  Government.  The 
father  and  mother  of  IMr.  Best  were  married  in 
their  eaily  home  and  remained  for  some  time  in 
Columbia  County,  removing  thence  to  Michigan 
in  1848.  Jn  1851,  they  bought  a  farm  in  St. 
Joseph  County,  Ind.,  where  they  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  The  father  siuvived  to 
reach  seventy -six  years.  The  mother  died  when 
sixty  years  old.  John  and  Sarah  (Allen )  Best  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  children,  two  daughters  and 
nine  sons.  Two  of  the  family  died  young,  the 
others  lived  to  mature  age.  Our  subject  was  the 
second  child  and  the  second  son  and  received  his 
education  in  the  little  subscription  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
learned  the  blacksmith  trade.  After  a  three-years 
apprenticeship  he  worked  as  journeyman  for  four 
years  and  helped  to  build  the  first  railroad  in 
Schuylkill  County.  He  also  assisted  in  the  steel 
work  of  the  Doubre  Locks,  on  the  canals  in  the  last- 
named  county.  Arriving  in  Niles,  Mich.,  in  1846, 
he  worked  at  his  trade  for  six  months  and  then 
started  in  business  for  himself  in  company  with 
William  C.  Armstrong,  fitting  out  emigrants  for 
their  trip  to  California.  They  made  shoes  and 
nails  by  hand  and  in  a  comparatively  brief  time 
received  |100  for  the  shoeing  of  the  horses  des- 
tined to  go  on  the  long  journey. 

Mr.  Best  has  received  employment  from  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  and  has  done  various 
kinds  of  work  for  the  corporation,  including  an 
immense  amount  of  horse-shoeing.  He  is  an 
expert  in  steel  work  and  has  given  valuable  ser- 
vice to  the  railroad  as  well  as  to  private  individ- 
uals. Soon  after  the  completion  of  the  Michigan 
Central  Railroad,  our  subject  was  taken  ill  and  was 
unable  to  attend  to  business  for  some  months.    In 


about  1850,  he  bought  ten  acres  in  Milton  Town- 
ship, Cass  County,  and  on  this  land  erected  shops 
and  some  other  buildings  and  again  engaged  in 
his  trade  in  connection  with  his  farming.  In  1856 
he  sold  out  and,  removing  to  his  present  homestead, 
devoted  himself  entirely  to  the  duties  of  agricul- 
ture. There  was  a  log  shanty  on  the  farm  and  but 
few  improvements  when  our  subject  settled  there. 
Mr.  Best  was  married  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  in 
1847,  to  Miss  Elmira  Lemon,  who  became  the 
mother  of  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now 
living.  John  L.,  deceased,  was  the  eldest  born; 
James  A.  was  the  second  son;  P]mma  J.  is  the 
wife  of  Levi  Button;  Jerome  T.  and  Henry 
L.  were  twins;  David  B.  is  next;  Afretta  died 
in  infancy;  Orrin  T.  and  Artha  are  deceased; 
Wellington  is  next;  Luzella  is  now  Mrs.  Piice; 
and  Nettie  May  is  the  youngest  child.  The  home- 
stead contains  two  hundred  acres  located  in 
Bertrand  Township,  and  fort^^-one  acres  in  Bu- 
chanan Township.  The  valuable  farm  long  since 
brought  up  to  high  cultivation,  is  now  rented, 
Mr.  West,  after  many  years  of  useful  industry, 
having  retired  from  active  business.  His  first 
wife  having  passed  away,  our  subject  was  wedded 
to  Catherine  Griner,  the  widow  of  Peter  Griner, 
an  old  resident  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Best  is  a 
Democrat  and  has  held  various  oflices  of  the 
township,  having  served  with  ability  as  Highway 
Commissioner  and  Township  Collector.  He  has 
for  many  years  been  associated  with  the  business 
and  social  enterprises  of  Bertrand  Township  and 
enjoys  the  high  regard  of  a  host  of  friends. 


4^ 


^^EORGE  W.  GRANT.  Although  this  gen- 
III  ,_^  tleman  is  quite  a  young  man ^ he  has  become 
^^^^  well  known  in  the  town  of  Coloma,  Berrien 
County,  for  his  perseverance  and  honest  and  up- 
right business  methods.  He  was  born  in  Elgin 
County,  Canada,  February  19,  1861,  and  is  the  son 
of  George  and  Anna  (Levrington)  Grant. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  bore  the  given 
name  of  Robert,  and,  although  of  Scottish  extrac- 
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tion,  lie  was  born  and  reared  in  Upper  Canada, 
and  for  some  time  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of  a 
farmer.  He  moved  to  Elgin  County,  tiience  to 
Huron  Count}^,  Mich.,  wliere  he  and  his  worthy 
wife  passed  their  declining  years.  He  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  being  a  Miss  Wert,  who  lived 
about  one  year.  His  second  wife  was  Miss  Mary 
I*oapst,  who  bore  him  the  following  chihlren,  six 
of  whom  are  living:  Daniel,  Gilbert,  Eliza  Ann, 
Mary,  Henry,  Jane,  George  P.,  Alexander,  Elsebct, 
John,  Charles  and  Emma.  The  grandfather  served 
in  the  War  of  1812  as  a  British  soldier. 

Our  subject's  father  was  also  a  native  of  Upper 
Canada,  and  went  to  Elgin  County  with  his 
parents,  where  he  cleared  and  improved  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  after  which  he  removed  to  Van 
Buren  County.  Here  he  settled  on  eighty  acres 
of  rough  land,  which  he  immediately  set  about 
clearing  and  cultivating,  and  it  was  not  long  be- 
fore he  was  enabled  to  buy  more  land,  and  now 
owns  in  all  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  good 
farm  land.  He  is  a  man  who  takes  an  active  part 
in  public  affairs,  and  has  served  as  Supervisor  for 
seven  years.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  is 
a  worthy  member  of  the  Christian  Church  of  this 
place.  He  reared  nine  children,  namely:  Allen, 
Rob,  James,  William,  George,  Edwin;  Alice,  now 
Mrs.  Todd,  of  Mecosta  County,  Mich.;  Aletha,  wife 
of  W.S.Morgan;  and  Agnes,  wife  of  Eli  Hill, 
also  of  Mecosta  County. 

When  a  lad,  our  subject  helped  on  his  father's 
farm  and  was  afforded  only  moderate  opportunities 
of  educating  himself.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  began  clerking  in  his  brother  Rob's  store, 
and  remained  there  for  three  years,  when  he  be- 
came a  partner  with  his  brother  James,  in  1882, 
but,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  he  returned  to  his 
former  place,  and  since  the  fall  of  1885  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  business  alone.  In  1886,  he 
built  the  room  which  he  now  occupies,  and  has 
prospered,  so  that  his  business  runs  from  $25,000  to 
$35,000  per  year.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  & 
Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  has  very  creditably 
filled  many  of  the  offices. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Grant  and  Miss  Helen  A. 
PitgUev  occurred  April  U,  1884,    Mr3»  Grant  was 


born  in  Cass  County,  Mich., and  is  the  daughter  of 
John  H.  and  Lydia  (Witheral)  Pitcher.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  died  at  St. 
Joseph  in  1890.  The  mother,  a  native  of  Cass 
County,  is  still  living.  She  has  two  children, 
Helen  and  Wallace.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
had  born  to  them  two  children:  Homer  and  Harold. 
Mr.  Grant  is  a  gentleman  in  every  respect  and  a 
reliable  citizen,  and  is  liked  by  all  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact. 


\¥^RANK  HARTSELL.  Few  of  the  rural 
lliii^  abodes  of  Cass  County  present  an  appear- 
^  ance  so  inviting  and  attractive  as  the  home 

of  Mr.  Hartsell,  which  is  pleasantly  situated  on 
section  3,  LaGrange  Township.  The  farm  coubists 
of  eighty  acres,  of  which  seventy  have  been  placed 
under  first-class  improvement.  The  place  has  been 
embellished  with  all  the  accessories  of  a  model 
farm,  the  most  important  of  which  is  the  elegant 
and  beautiful  residence.  During  the  past  few 
years  Mr.  Hartsell  has  made  a  specialty  of  fruit- 
raising,  and  has  fifteen  acres  planted  to  a  peach 
orchard,  from  which  he  raises  and  ships  about  two 
thousand  bushels  annually. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Solomon  Hartsell,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1805, and  during  his  boy- 
hood years  was  employed  in  a  distillery.  At  an 
early  age  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
brick-layer,  and  after  becoming  familiar  with  the 
work  he  followed  that  occupation  throughout  his 
entire  active  life.  In  1845  he  came  to  Pokagon 
Township,  Cass  County,  removing  hither  from 
Stark  County,  Ohio,  where  he  had  made  his  home 
since  1840.  He  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Barbara  Oyler,  became  the  parents  of  five 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The 
others  are  Lurina,  Marshall  and  Frank. 

Socially,  the  father  was  a  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  with  which  his  wife  was  also 
identified.  Politically,  he  was  a  Whig  in  his  earlier 
years,  and  upon  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  became  an  adherent  of  its  principles, 
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and  remained  one  of  its  most  stanch  advocates 
until  liis  death,  which  occurred  on  the  5th  of 
January,  1885;  his  wife  had  passed  away  in  1882. 
He  had  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Poka- 
gon  Township,  but  never  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  devoting  his  attention  exclusively  to  his 
trade. 

Born  in  Canton,  Stark  County,  Ohio,  December 
5,  1846,  tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  has  spent  almost 
his  entire  life  in  Cass  County.  Here  he  married 
Miss  Adelaide,  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Bray- 
mer,  and  their  union  hns  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
three  children:  Ira,  Cora  and  Emma.  Cora  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Shuerte,  and  resides  in  La  Grange 
Township.  The  farm  which  he  now  occupies  Mr. 
Hartsell  purchased  in  1874,  and  has  continued  from 
time  to  time  to  improve  the  place  until  it  is  now 
one  of  the  finest  homesteads  in  the  township. 
Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the  Order  of  Macca- 
bees at  Dowagiac,  and  politically  he  advocates  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party.  He  cultivates 
blackberries  and  strawberries  to  the  amount  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  bushels  annually. 


Robert  Dickinson  is  remembered  by 
/'  many  of  the  early  residents  as  one  of  the 
energetic  and  successful  pioneer  agricultur- 
ists of  Berrien  County,  Mich.  He  was  of 
English  nativity,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in 
the  home  of  his  childhood.  Attaining  to  matur- 
ity and  appreciating  the  broader  opportunities  of 
America,  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and 
journeying  to  the  then  far  West  located  in  St. 
Joseph,  Mich.  In  his  new  home  he  soon  obtained 
employment  at  his  trade,  and  for  some  time  was 
engaged  in  sawing  ship-timbers.  Within  a  com- 
paratively brief  period  he  purchased  a  fine  home- 
stead of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  and  devoted 
himself  to  its  cultivation  and  improvement.  A 
man  of  good  habits  and  excellent  judgment,  he 
made  his  way  steadily  upward  and  acquired  a  com- 
fortable competepc^,    Our  subject  was  a  consistent 

as 


member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
was  ever  ready  to  aid  in  the  support  and  enter- 
prises of  that  religious  denomination.  A  kind 
friend  and  neighbor,  he  was  mourned  by  the  entire 
community  of  the  township  when,  after  many 
years  of  honored  usefulness,  he  passed  to  his  rest. 

Within  the  limits  of  Berrien  County,  Robert 
Dickinson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Su- 
sannah Edinborough,  widow  of  William  Edin- 
borough,  an  early  citizen  of  the  State.  Five  chil- 
dren blessed  the  hearts  and  home  of  the  parents. 
Joseph,  the  eldest-born,  died  in  his  native  county, 
leaving  a  family;  Eliza  became  the  wife  of  Charles 
H.  Farnum;  Susan  died  in  youth;  Sarah  and  Arthur 
complete  the  family  circle.  The  latter,  now  an 
extensive  and  successful  fruit-grower,  was  born  in 
Berrien  County  in  1847,  and  received  a  good  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  the  district.  He  grew  up 
to  manhood  self-reliant,  and  was  well  adapted  to 
assume  the  cares  of  life  when,  in  1883,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  May,  daughter  of  S. 
R.  Hughes,  of  Duluth,  Minn. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Dickinson  are  the  parents 
of  three  children,  two  daughters  and  one  son: 
Agnes  Ruth,  Olive  Marjorie  and  Donald  A.,  all 
promising  and  intelligent  children.  The  son  of 
our  subject,  like  his  father  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  owns 
sixty  acres  of  well-cultivated  land  in  Benton  Town- 
ship and  also  has  twenty  acres  in  Hagar  Town- 
ship, about  half  of  which  is  devoted  to  berries. 
Politically,  Mr.  Dickinson  is  a  Republican,  and, 
keeping  himself  well  posted  on  the  current  events 
of  the  day,  is  numbered  among  the  substantial  and 
liberal-spirited  citizens  of  his  locality.  He  and  his 
accomplished  wife  are  pronjinent  factors  in  the 
social  life  and  benevolent  work  of  their  neighbor- 
hood and  enjoy  the  regard  of  a  large  circle  of  ac- 
quaintances. 

Mrs.  Dickinson  was  born  near  Detroit,  and  her 
father,  S.  R.  Hughes,  was  a  man  of  note  in  the 
early  days  of  the  State.  By  birth  an  Alsatian,  he 
received  a  thorough  education  in  Germany,  and 
emigrating  while  in  the  vigor  of  hope,  health  and 
strength  to  America,  was  foremost  in  the  promotion 
of  the  needed  improvements  and  rapid  advance- 
ment of  his  new  home.  Mr.  Hughes  was  one  of 
the  leaders  in  the  project  tp  secure  ^  canal  from 
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St.  Joseph  to  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  and  later 
— identified  with  railroad  interests — was  for  some 
years  the  efficient  President  of  the  Chicago  &  West 
Michigan  Railroad.  A  man  of  executive  ability, 
he  materially  aided  in  the  development  of  the 
Northwest,  and  through  persistent  effort  assisted 
in  opening  to  settlement  large  tracts  of  hitherto 
unimproved  land. 


HESTER  S.  PRATT.  The  simple  record  of  the 
life  of  a  man  who  has  quietly   pursued   his 

_  calling  is  the  best  testimonial  that  can  be 
given  to  his  worth  of  character.  In  general,  the 
life  of  a  farmer  is  an  uneventful  one,  marked  by  no 
startling  incidents,  although  its  usefulness  may  be 
felt  throughout  an  extended  circle  of  acquaintances 
and  exert  great  influence.  The  subject  of  this  no- 
tice is  one  who  has  followed  the  even  tenor  of  the 
farmer's  life,  taking  an  active  part  in  matters 
pertaining  to  the  interests  of  the  development  of 
the  section  in  which  he  resides.  He  owns  and  oper- 
ates one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  which  is 
in  a  well-cultivated  condition,  and  part  of  which  is 
given  to  the  raising  of  Norman  and  Hambletonian 
stock. 

Before  entering  upon  the  history  of  our  subject, 
it  will  not  be  amiss  to  devote  a  paragraph  to 
that  of  his  respected  ancestors.  His  grandfather, 
Aaron  Pratt,  was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  but  early  in  life  he  was  a 
drover  and  a  hotel-keeper.  In  1806,  he  settled  in 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  on  one  hundred  and 
seventy  acres  of  land  along  the  shore  of  Lake  On- 
tario, where  he  lived  the  rest  of  his  life.  His  wife 
was  a  Miss  Jerusha  Smith  and  the  result  of  her 
marriage  with  Mr.  Pratt  was  the  birth  of  these 
children:  Jonathan,  Alva,  Almond,  Rachael,  Eme- 
line  and  Mary.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  Deer  field,  Mass.,  in  September,  1796.  He, 
too,  was  a  farmer,  and  moved  to  Webster,  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1873.  Politically, 
he  was  a  Democrat  in  his  early  life,  then  turned 
Abolitionist,  and    finally   cast   his  ballot   for  the 


Republican  nominees.  His  widow  still  survives, 
and  has  reared  a  family  of  ten  children,  namely: 
Cornelia  A.,  Jane  A.,  Alva  S.,  Emeline  J.,  Justine 
B.,  Chester  S.,  Mary  E.,  Almond  J.,  Jerusha  B. 
and  Oscar.  Almond  and  Oscar  were  soldiers,  the 
former  having  served  in  the  Ninth  New  York 
Heavy  Artillery,  and  later  in  the  colored  regiment 
as  Captain.  The  latter  enlisted  in  the  Fourth 
Heavy  Artillery,  and  also  served  as  captain  and 
lieutenant  of  the  colored  regiment.  Our  subject's 
father  was  a  Free-will  Baptist,  while  the  mother 
was  of  the  Presbyterian  faith.  The  latter  was 
born  in  New  Haven  County,  Conn.,  in  February, 
1 799.  Her  father,  Chester  Peck,  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, and  in  his  youthful  days  emigrated  to 
Oneida  County,  thence  to  Wayne  County,  N.  Y. 
He  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade,  and  died 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy  j^ears.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  worked 
zealously  for  the  advancement  of  his  religion. 
His  wife  was  a  Miss  Spery  in  her  single  state,  and 
was  of  English  origin. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario, 
July  25,  1832,  to  Alva  and  Ann  (Peck)  Pratt. 
He  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  a  good  district 
education,  and  afterwards  took  an  academic  course 
which  prepared  him  for  a  teacher.  He  taught  in 
the  district  school  and  then  concluded  to  try 
the  farm  for  a  time,  so  returned  to  his  home  and 
worked  there  till  the  fall  of  1857.  At  this  junc- 
ture he  went  to  Dixon,  Lee  County,  III.,  where  he 
farmed  four  years,  and  then  again  attended  his 
father's  farm,  which  he  continued  to  do  until  1878. 
Mr.  Pratt  was  married  to  Mary  Whitcombe  Dec- 
ember 13,  1854.  Mrs.  Pratt  was  born  in  Granville, 
Washington  Count}^  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Dr.  L.  and  Deborah  (Wells)  Whitcombe,  both  na- 
tives of  Vermont.  After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Whitcombe  moved  to  Washington  County, 
thence  to  Stafford  in  1831,  and  finally  located  in 
Wayne  County  in  1832,  where  Mr.  Whitcombe 
died  March  10,  1875,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  His  wife  was  born  October  6,  1795,  and 
after  her  union  became  the  mother  of  nine  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  reached  their  majority,  viz.: 
Ifidson  F.,  Laura,   Mary,  Catlierine  a^d  J^n^es  P. 
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The  parents  of  these  children  were  both  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  father  was 
prominent  in  political  affairs,  serving  in  the  New 
York  Assembl}^  one  or  two  terms.  The  Doctor 
was  of  Scotch  origin,  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  was  a  warm  sup- 
porter of  the  Whigs,  until  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party,  when  he  cast  his  influence  and 
ballot  in  the  interests  of  that  body. 

Five  children  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pratt,  all  of  whom  are  living  but  one. 
They  are  Frances,  wife  of  William  S.  Holt,  of 
Portland,  Ore.;  Bryan  C,  Hattie  M.  and  Alva  L. 
Our  subject's  wife  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  in  which  she  has  worked 
since  she  was  sixteen  years  old.  Mr.  Pratt  has 
good  judgment  in  conducting  his  affairs,  and  his 
success  in  life  is  attributed  to  his  many  tine 
qualities  of  head  and  heart. 


•^^•^^♦ 


5^)DGAR  WALTER,  Postmaster  of  8ummer- 
ville,  and  a  prominent  business  man  of 
that  village,  was  born  in  Otsego  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1824,  being  the  son  of  Peter  and  Nancy 
(Jordan)  Walter.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Adam  Walter,  was  born  in  Germany,  whence, 
after  his  marriage,  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  located  in  New  York,  where  he  passed 
the  remaining  years  of  his  life.  A  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, he  was  an  industrious,  persevering  and 
honorable  man,  and  was  highly  regarded  through- 
out his  community.  In  his  native  land  he  was 
actively  identified  with  the  Catholic  Church,  but 
after  coming  to  the  United  States  he  did  not  con- 
nect himself  with  any  church.  His  wife  survived 
him  about  twelve  months,  passing  away  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-seven.  Their  children  were 
Jacob,  Conrad,  Peter,  Abraham,  Betsy  and  Lucinda. 
Born  of  humble  parentage,  Peter  Walter  at  an 
early  age  developed  traits  of  self-reliance  and  per- 
severance which  in  after  years  aided  him  in  se- 
curing success,     After  his   marriage  in   Herkimer 


County,  N.  Y.,  to  Nancy  Jordan,  he  removed  to 
Otsego  County,  and,  purchasing  land,  developed  a 
finely-improved  farm,  which  unfortunately  he  lost, 
together  with  the  savings  of  years,  through  sign- 
ing security  notes  for  friends  and  being  forced  to 
meet  them.  Afterward,  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
others  for  a  time,  and  his  later  years  were  spent 
with  the  children.  Politically,  he  was  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  principles  adopted  by  the  Whig 
party. 

In  the  parental  family  were  six  children,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  The  others  were:  Sarah, 
who  first  married  David  Moore,  and  after  his  de- 
mise became  the  wife  of  J.  P.  McCumbert;  David 
and  Joseph,  deceased;  Nancy,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; and  Edgar,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 
last-named  began  at  the  age  of  twelve  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world.  Orphaned  at  that  age  by 
the  death  of  his  mother,  he  afterward  made  his 
home  with  Davis  Carroll,  and  remained  with  him 
until  he  reached  manhood.  His  time  was  princi- 
pally spent  on  the  farm,  and  he  received  a  prac- 
tical education  in  the  Cherry  Valley  High  School, 
graduating  from  that  institution  in  1842.  After- 
ward, he  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  six  years. 
Coming  to  Michigan  in  1846,  Mr.  Walter  lo- 
cated in  Cass  County,  and  here  resumed  his  pro- 
fessional work,  engaging  in  teaching  for  six 
years.  Later  he  secured  a  clerical  position  in  a 
store  at  Niles,  where  he  remained  for  six  years. 
From  Niles  he  came  to  Summerville,  where  for 
five  years  he  conducted  a  general  merchandising 
business,  and  afterward  sold  that  enterprise  and 
bought  ninety -six  acres  of  land.  He  has  added 
to  his  property'  until  he  has  acquired  the  owner- 
ship of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  the  most 
of  which  is  improved  and  placed  under  cultiva- 
tion. 

At  the  age  of  thirty-three  Mr.  Walter  married 
Miss  Mary  Durby,  who  was  born  in  Niles,  and  re- 
sided there  continuously  until  after  her  marriage. 
They  are  the  parents  of  six  sons,  as  follows: 
Frederick,  Walter  J.,  Leroy,  Arthur,  Luean  and 
Raymond.  Leroy  is  at  present  operating  the 
home  farm,  and  Raymond,  who  is  a  teacher  by 
profession,  is  now  teaching  in  Greenville,  Mich, 
In  his  social  connections  Mr.  Walter  is  identified 
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with  Pokagon  Lodge  No.  126,  A.  F.  Sz  A.  M.,  of 
which  he  was  Master  at  the  time  the  charter  was 
given.  A  Republican  in  politics,  he  has  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  is  a  Notary  Public. 
Under  the  administration  of  President  Harrison 
he  was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Summerville,  and 
has  since  held  that  position.  In  connection  with 
his  official  duties,  he  conducts  a  general  mercantile 
business,  and  has  a  large  trade  among  the  people 
of  the  vicinity. 


ILTON  PRESTON,  a  prosperous  general 
agriculturist  and  breeder  of  thorough- 
bred Shorthorn  cattle,  is  a  leading  resi- 
dent of  Pipestone  Township,  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  and  has  made  his  home  upon  sec- 
tion 34  since  his  birth,  April  22,  1853,  in  a  log 
house  upon  the  old  homestead.  His  father,  Nor- 
man C.  Preston,  born  in  1811,  was  a  native  of 
Portage  County,  Ohio,  and  was  a  son  of  Amasa 
Preston,  born  in  Connecticut.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  a  man  of  spirit  and  courage,  served 
bravely  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  immediate  an- 
cestors of  the  grandfather  emigrated  from  Scot- 
land to  America,  and  seven  of  the  Preston  family 
participated  in  the  struggles  and  triumphs  of  the 
Revolutionary  War.  The  mother  of  our  subject, 
Sallie  (Cook)  Preston,  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
a  daughter  of  Asa  Cook.  The  parents  were  mar- 
ried in  the  Buckeye  State,  and  remained  there 
until  1848,  when  the}^  journeyed  to  Michigan 
and  settled  upon  the  farm,  then  all  wild  land,  and 
heavily  timbered.  The  father  located  upon  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  built  a  log  house,  and 
entered  with  energy  into  clearing  the  land.  He 
gave  his  entire  attention  to  farming,  and  before 
his  death  had  brought  up  to  a  fine  state  of  culti- 
vation sixt}^  fertile  acres.  The  parents  were  both 
long-time  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
with  conscientious  effort  assisted  in  religious  work. 
In  1862  the  father  passed  to  his  rest,  beloved  by 
all  who  knew  him,  and  respected  ^s  ^  true  and  up^ 


right  citizen.  The  venerable  mother  still  sur- 
vives, and  makes  her  home  in  Pipestone  Town- 
ship. The  home  of  the  parents  was  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  six  children,  three  of  whom  are  now 
living.  Zoetta  is  the  wife  of  Henry  R.  Pegg,  and 
resides  in  WatervJiet;  she  is  the  mother  of  three 
children.  Our  subject,  Milton,  is  the  only  son  sur- 
viving. Artelissa  J.  is  the  wife  of  F.  R.  McKean, 
and  is  living  in  Newaygo  County,  Mich;  she  has 
two  children.  The  mother,  after  the  death  of  her 
husband,  married  again,  wedding  Washington  P. 
Wells,  by  whom  she  had  two  children.  Asa  W. 
lives  on  the  honie  farm;  Elsie  married  Jefferson 
Porter,  and  makes  her  home  in  Eau  Claire,  Mich. 
Our  subject,  attaining  to  manhood  upon  the  old 
homestead,  attended  the  well-known  Ferry  school- 
house.  At  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  began  life 
for  himself,  still  continuing  upon  the  broad  acres 
of  the  home  of  his  childhood.  Upon  October  29, 
1879,  he  married  Miss  Alice  I.  Trowbridge,  a  na- 
tive of  Pipestone  Township,  and  born  in  1857. 
Mrs.  Preston  is  the  daughter  of  Harry  and  Lydia 
E.  (Lewis)  Trowbridge,  both  natives  of  Ohio,  but 
early  settlers  u})on  the  wild  land  of  Pipestone 
Township. 

Mr.  Trowbridge  died  in  1862;  his  wife  is  still 
living.  Of  the  four  children  born  unto  them, 
three  are  yet  surviving:  George  E.,  of  Manistee 
County;  Mrs.  Preston;  and  Hariy,  residing  in  Ben- 
ton Harboi*.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  accomplished 
wife  have  been  born  six  sons  and  daughters,  but 
one  of  whom  is  deceased.  The  brothers  and 
sisters  are  Norman  T.,  Mabel  L.,  Maud  V.,  Harry 
M.  and  Mildred  A.  Mr.  Preston  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land,  of  which  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  acres  are  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  He  devotes  himself  to  the  various 
branches  of  agriculture,  and  has  been  especially 
successful  in  handling  stock.  He  has  attractively 
remodeled  the  family  residence,  built  substantial 
barns  and  sheds,  and  has  one  of  the  finest  pieces 
of  farming  property  in  his  part  of  the  township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Preston  are  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  at  P^au  Claire,  and  Mr.  Preston,  now 
an  Elder,  has  also  held  the  official  positions  of 
Deacon  and  Trustee.  Our  subject  aided  in  the 
prganization  of  the  Sunday-school,  and  was  for 
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some  time  the  efficient  Superintendent.  He  still 
teaches,  and  his  wife  has  been  a  teacher  in  the 
school.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Preston  was  a  member 
of  the  Grange,  and  is  serving  his  ninth  year  as 
Assessor  of  District  1.  Politically,  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  has  held  with  able  fidelily  the  offices  of 
Treasurer  of  the  township  four  years,  and  was 
Supervisor  during  1889  and  1890.  He  also  served 
most  acceptably  as  Drainage  Commissioner  two 
years.  Efficiently  discharging  the  various  duties 
of  home  and  public  life,  our  subject  has  secured 
the  confidence  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintance, 
and  is  esteemed  a  man  of  excellent  business  qual- 
ifications and  extended  experience. 


I>^<m^ 


J^^,  LMON   WRIGHT,  a  practical  and    repre- 
(®0,    sentative  general  agriculturist,  cultivates 
///   *    a  highly  productive  farm  of  one  hundred 
^  and  twenty  acres,  located  about  two  miles 

southeast  of  Three  Oaks,  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
and  has  been  a  highly  respected  citizen  of  the 
State  for  over  twenty-five  years.  The  Wrights 
are  of  English  descent,  tlie  gieai-grandfather  hav- 
ing emigrated  to  the  Colonies  before  the  War  of 
Independence.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Smith 
Wright<  took  an  active  part  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  He  was  a  man  of  courage  and  possessed  un- 
usual physical  endurance.  He  was  born  January  17, 
1758,  and  survived  until  November  23,  1843,  pass- 
ing away  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years. 
Having  lived  to  witness  over  four-fifths  of  a  cen- 
tury of  stirring  incident,  replete  with  events  of 
historical  importance,  he  died  in  Oswego  Count3% 
N.  Y.,  at  the  home  of  his  son  Lewis,  the  father  of 
our  subject, a  native  of  New  Jersey.  Lewis  Wright 
was  only  a  lad  when  he  removed  to  the  Empire 
State,  where  he  received  his  education,  and  having 
attained  to  manhood  married  Miss  Ann  Maria 
Hubbel.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
and  late  in  life  made  his  home  in  Michigan,  dying 
in  Berrien  County  in  1892.  Born  in  1800,  he, 
like  his  father,  survived  to  a 'very  old  age,  the 
family  being  noted  for  its  longevity. 


The  excellent  wife  and  mother  was  born  in  New 
England  and,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  was  reared 
in  her  birthplace.  She  passed  awa3^  many  years 
prior  to  the  demise  of  her  husband,  in  her  home 
in  New  York.  Unto  the  parents  six  children  were 
born,  all  sons:  Oscar,  Palmer,  Carlton,  Almon,  Syl- 
vester and  Chester.  Oscar,  the  eldest,  is  deceased; 
Sylvester  resides  in  New  York;  Chester  makes  his 
home  in  Nebraska.  Our  subject,  the  fourth  child 
of  the  family,  was  reared,  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  and  married   in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Almon  Wright  and  Miss  Melissa  Bunn  were 
joined  in  wedlock  October  5,  1866.  MrvS.  Wright, 
a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  is  the  daughter 
of  Richard  and  Margaret  (Wright)  Bunn,  highly 
esteemed  residents  of  New  York.  Our  subject  and 
his  excellent  wife  after  their  marriage  remained  in 
the  near  locality  of  their  early  home  for  a  period 
of  two  years,  and  then  resolved  to  try  the  farther 
West.  Journeying  to  Michigan,  they  located  in 
Berrien  County,  where  they  have  since  made  their 
constant  residence.  Eight  children,  five  sons  and 
three  daughters,  blessed  the  hearts  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wright.  George  was  the  eldest-born,  then 
follow  in  order  of  birth,  Oscar,  Jessie,  Winfred, 
Hettie  and  Lottie.  One  child,  unnamed,  and  Eu- 
gene are  deceased. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  being  in  restricted 
circumstances,  Almon  assisted  his  father  until  he 
was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  began  life 
for  himself.  Mr.  Wright  has  always  been  engaged 
in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  and  thoroughly  un- 
derstands the  tilling  of  the  soil,  and  handles  an 
excellent  grade  of  stock.  Our  subject  settled  in 
his  present  locality  in  1868,  and  then  purchased 
forty  acres  of  fertile  land,  to  which  he  has  added 
until  his  homestead  now  contains  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  all  brought  up  to  a  fine  state 
of  cultivation  and  improved  with  attractive  and 
substantial  buildings.  The  farm  is  one  of  the 
most  valuable  in  this  part  of  the  county  and  an- 
nually 3Melds  a  bounteous  harvest.  Politically, 
our  subject  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  has  always 
aflfiliated  with  the  "Party  of  Reform,*'  casting  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He 
is  deeply  interested  in  both  local  and  national  is- 
sues, and   is  ever  ready  to  assist  in  all   matters  of 
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mutual  advancement  and  public  welfare.  During 
bis  period  of  residence  here  Mr.  Wright  has  b^en 
associated  with  the  prominent  agricultural  enter- 
prises of  his  vicinitj'  and  commands  the  confidence 
of  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances. 


-•^^1 


JI|  OHN  KELLER,  a  prosperous  general  agricul- 
I  turist  and  successful  stock-raiser,  has  for  the 
Ij  past  thirty  years  cultivated  a  fine  home- 
^^^^  stead  of  three  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  lo- 
cated upon  section  16,  Bertrand  To wjiship,  Berrien 
County,  Mich.  Born  in  Lorain  Count}^,  Ohio,  near 
Cleveland,  June  17,  1838,  our  subject  is  the  son 
of  Jacob  and  Rosina  B.  (Beyrer)  Keller.  The  par- 
ents were  both  natives  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
and  received  their  education  and  early  training  in 
their  birthplace.  Jacob  F.  Keller  emigrated  to 
America  when  a  young  man  and  located  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  butcher 
for  five  years.  During  this  time  he  was  married, 
and  soon  after,  with  his  wife,  removed  to  Lorain 
County,  Ohio.  Remaining  there  until  1851,  he 
then  made  his  home  in  Bertrand  Township,  Ber- 
rien County,  Mich.  He  afterward  resided  in  Niles, 
and  later  went  to  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.  The 
father  of  our  subject  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic 
nine  times,  making  four  trips  back  to  the  Father- 
land. He  was  an  energetic  man,  a  prominent  far- 
mer and  extensive  stock-raiser,  well  known  and 
highly  respected  in  the  county.  He  traveled  ex- 
tensively, and,  making  a  second  trip  to  California, 
died  in  the  Golden  State  January  16,  1892,  at  the 
age  of  eightj^-four.  He  was  a  devout  member  of 
the  Evangelical  Church,  and  liberally  aided  in  the 
extension  of  its  good  work. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  came  alone  from  Ger- 
many  to  New  York,  where  she  received  employ- 
ment in  housework.  Her  parents,  Jacob  D.  and 
Rosie  B.  (Frieben)  Beyrer,  were  born  and  married, 
and  reared  a  family  in  the  Old  Countr}^,  and  were 
honest,  industrious  and  frugal  people,  respected  by 
all  who  knew  them.  The  father  and  mother  of 
our  subject  were  the  parents  of  six  sons  and  four 


daughters,  four  of  whom  survive.  Catherine  is 
the  widow  of  Andrew  Frascala.  Rosina  is  the 
widow  of  Henry  Schobach.  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  Ort.  John,  our  subject,  is  the  third  child 
and  second  son  of  the  large  family,  and  is  the 
only  one  of  the  brothers  now  surviving.  Our  sub- 
ject received  his  early  training  in  the  schools  of 
Ohio,  and  was  a  boy  of  thirteen  when  he  settled 
with  his  parents  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.  After 
arriving  in  this  latter  State,  he  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Bertrand  Township  and  acquired 
an  excellent  common-school  education.  He  re- 
mained with  his  father,  engaged  in  agricultural 
duties,  until  he  had  reached  his  majority.  In  1861 
he  made  the  long  journey  across  the  plains  to 
Pike's  Peak  and  Mexico,  and  traveled  all  the  way 
with  a  team  and  horses.  He  mined  for  a  time  in 
the  far  West,  but  in  1862  returned  with  his  team 
to  his  Michigan  home. 

In  1863  John  Keller  and  Miss  Louisa  Hassig 
were  united  in  marriage.  The  wife,  a  native  of 
Indiana,  did  not  long  survive,  but  lived  to  become 
the  mother  of  one  son,  David  H.  Keller,  of  Cass 
County,  Mich.  Our  subject  contracted  a  second 
marriage  May  3,  1866,  then  wedding  Miss  Eliza 
Herring,  who  was  born  in  Schuylkill  County,  Pa., 
June  2,  1842.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Keller,  Peter 
Herring,  was  a  native  of  the  Quaker  State,  and  her 
mother,  Barbara  Bretcius,  was  born  in  Berks  County, 
Pa.  The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herring  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  ten  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Keller 
was  the  eldest.  Six  of  the  family  are  yet  living. 
The  mother  is  deceased.  The  father,  surviving, 
aged  seventy-two,  now  resides  in  Orange  County, 
Cal.  Ten  children,  five  daughters  and  five  sons, 
gathered  about  the  fireside  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Keller.  Emma  M.  is  at  home;  Ida  M.  is  the  wife 
of  Frank  Korn;  Frances  S.  is  deceased;  J.  Harry 
is  a  stenographer  in  Chicago;  Albert  p].  isat  home; 
Lawrence  is  attending  the  home  school;  Nora  E., 
Myron  R.  and  Arthur  G.  are  all  with  their  parents; 
and  Laura  L.  is  deceased. 

Our  subject  located  in  the  place  where  he  now 
resides  in  1863,  and,  profitably  conducting  general 
agriculture  and  stock-raising,  has  accumulated  a 
comfortable  competence.  The  homestead  has  been 
improved  with  excellent  barns  and  a  commodious 
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residence,  and  with  its  cultivated  fields  presents 
an  attractive  appearance.  Aside  from  his  valua- 
ble home  farm,  Mr.  Keller  owns  forty  acres  of 
pasture  on  section  16.  An  industrious  man  of 
business  ability,  he  has,  unaided,  won  his  upward 
way,  and  commands  the  esteem  of  the  entire  com- 
munity of  Bertrand  Township.  In  political  affili- 
ation our  subject  is  a  Democrat  and  an  active  lo- 
cal worker  of  the  party.  He  efficiently  discharged 
the  duties  of  Highway  Commissioner,  and  as  one 
of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  county  has  ably 
assisted  in  the  rapid  advancement  of  his  part  of 
the  State. 


_^1. 


13 


-^-f^* 


^*JAMES  M.  MATTHEWS.  Although  not 
I  actively  identified  with  any  business,  Mr. 
,  Matthews  was  for  many  years  one  of  the 
influential  and  successful  men  of  Berrien 
County  and  had  an  extended  acquaintance  through- 
out this  section  of  Michigan.  He  was  born  in 
Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  April  25,  1819,  and 
was  the  third  among  ten  children.  He  was  reared 
in  Montgomery  County  until  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  when  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  at  St.  Mary's,  Ohio. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  apprenticeship, 
Mr.  Matthews  went  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  in  1838 
he  went  to  Delaware  County,  Ind.,  and  worked  at 
his  trade  there  for  about  two  years.  Thence  he 
removed  to  South  Bend,  nnd  aided  in  building 
the  dam  at  that  place.  The  year  1849  witnessed 
his  arrival  in  Buchanan,  where  he  embarked  in 
business  ns  a  general  merchant  and  continued  in 
that  occupation  for  seven  years,  his  being  the  sec- 
ond store  established  in  this  place. 

In  1876,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  Mr.  Matthews 
removed  to  Kansas  and  located  on  a  stock  ranch, 
where  he  remained  until  1884.  As  a  ranchman  he 
was  quite  successful  and  accumulated  considerable 
money,  but  he  was  not  satisfied  to  remain  in  the 
Sunflower  State  and,  accordingly,  disposed  of  his 
interests  there  and  returned  to  Michigan.  He  was 
the  owner  of  four  hundred  acres  in  Kansas,  in  ad- 


dition to  considerable  real  estate  in  Buchanan. 
He  was  an  honorable  man,  pleasant  in  his  associ- 
ations with  others  and  genial  with  all.  He  was 
reared  with  the  famous  statesman,  Schuyler  Col- 
fax, who  was  a  stepson   of  our  subject's   brother. 

The  lady  who  was  the  companion  of  Mr.  Mat- 
thews, and  his  helpmate  in  the  truest  sense  of  the 
word,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  E.  Day,  and 
was  born  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  May  9,  1829. 
Her  father,  Andrew  C.  Day,  was  born  in  Connect- 
icut, and  at  the  age  of  nine  years  went  with  his 
parents  to  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
reared  to  manhood.  After  his  marriage  in  Franklin, 
that  county,  on  the  12th  of  June,  1827,  he  came  to 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  located  in  what  is  now 
known  as  Buchanan  Township.  Here  he  secured 
a  claim  on  which  there  was  a  small  log  house, 
without  roof  or  floor. 

Moving  his  family  into  that  primitive  abode, 
Mr.  Day  commenced  the  work  of  clearing  the  place 
and  cultivating  the  land.  Soon  after  locating 
there  he  purchased  an  interest  in  a  mill  from  John 
Hatfield,  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  village  of 
Buchanan.  There  were  but  two  houses  here  when 
Mr.  Day  came  to  this  place,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
very  first  settlers  of  the  now  thriving  village. 
Here  his  death  occurred  in  1854,  when  he  was  sev- 
enty-eight years  old.  He  is  still  remembered  with 
affection,  not  only  by  his  descendants,  but  by  all 
those  who  appreciate  the  efforts  of  the  pioneers  to 
clear  the  way  for  coming  generations.  Honest, 
upright  and  kind,  he  deserves  to  be  held  in  re- 
membrance by  all  the  citizens  of   Beriien    County. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Matthews  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Betsy  Spoor,  and  was  born  at  Franklin, 
Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine.  She  was  tlie  mother  of  two  daugh- 
ters: Julia,  the  wife  of  Benjamin  E.  Burns,  and 
Mary  E.  The  latter  was  seven  years  old  when  she 
accompanied  her  parents  to  Buchanan,  or,  as  it 
was  then  called,  McCoy's  Creek,  and  here  she  at- 
tended the  pioneer  schools,  held  in  log  buildings 
of  rude  construction  and  meagre  furnishings.  Al- 
though her  educational  advantages  were  limited, 
she  has  become  an  intelligent  woman  through 
reading  and  observation.  She  is  a  lad^^  possess- 
ing an  unusual  amount  of  executive  ability  as  well 
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as  industry  and  perseverance,  and  is  widely  known 
for  her  liospitality  and  unvarying  kindness  of 
heart.  Two  children  blessed  her  marriage,  Susan 
C.  and  Andrew  Craig.  The  former  married  Frank 
Hall,  an  historian  and  journalist  of  Denver,  Colo.; 
and  the  latter  resides  in  Buchanan  Township,  Ber- 
rien County. 


r      — os^ 


^^EORGE  G.  ROBERTS,  a  prominent  citizen 


II  of     Weesaw    Township,    Berrien    County, 

^^^  Mich.,  has  long  been  identified  with  the 
leading  social,  benevolent  and  business  interests 
of  his  present  locality,  and  has  held  important 
public  positions  in  the  township  with  efficient 
ability,  discharging  the  trusts  reposed  in  him  to 
the  great  satisfaction  of  his  numerous  friends  and 
fellow-townsmen.  Devoting  the  work  of  his  life 
to  farming,  he  has  with  success  cultivated  the  fer- 
tile soil  of  one  hundred  and  twent}^  acres  lo- 
cated three  miles  northwest  of  Galien,  and  owns 
one  of  the  most  valuable  homesteads  in  this  part 
of  the  county. 

Mr.  Roberts  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  was  born 
in  Huron  County,  June  19,  1844.  His  paternal 
grandfather  was  one  of  the  patriots  of  Revolu- 
tionary days,  and  fought  courageously  in  the  War 
of  Independence.  Surviving  the  perils  and  suf- 
ferings endured  in  the  long  campaign,  he  became 
a  leading  man  of  the  Empire  State,  and  was  widely 
known  and  respected  for  his  sterling  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart.  The  parents  of  our  subject,  Jona- 
than M.  and  Eliza  (Horton)  Roberts,  removed 
from  New  York  to  Ohio,  where  both  the  father  and 
mother  later  died.  Seven  sons,  four  of  whom  are 
living,  gathered  around  the  old  fireside  many 
years  ago. 

Our  subject,  the  seventh  child  in  order  of  birth, 
was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  county,  and 
when  only  eighteen  years  of  age,  answering  to  the 
call  of  the  Government,  in  1862  joined  the  Union 
army,  enlisting  in  the  company  of  Capt.  Pray,  but 
was  afterward  transferred  to  Company  G,  Eighty- 
eighth  Ohio  Infantry,  in  the  three  months'  service. 


After  remaining  in  active  duty  one  month  over 
time,  Mr.  Roberts  returned  to  his  home,  remained 
during  the  winter,  and  the  succeeding  fall,  upon 
September  22,  1863,  enlisted  in  Company  1, 
Twelfth  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  was  mustered  out  of 
service  November  14,  1865.  Our  subject  was  in 
the  command  of  Gen.  Burbridge  during  one  of 
Morgan's  raids,  and  was  in  the  fight  at  Mt.  Ster- 
ling and  participated  in  the  Saltville  raids.  He 
also  took  an  active  part  in  the  Stoneman  raid  and 
was  sixty-nine  days  in  the  saddle  without  regular 
Government  rations.  Arriving  in  Berrien  County 
March  6,  1866,  Mr.  Roberts  has,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  months,  since  made  the  State  of 
Michigan  his  permanent  home.  Bujing  eighty 
acres  of  wild  land,  he  built  a  log  house  and  began 
to  clear  the  fertile  soil  of  its  heavy  timber.  On 
account  of  an  imperfect  title,  our  subject  after- 
ward lost  forty  acres,  and,  discouraged,  finally 
traded  off  the  balance  of  the  land,  and  lived  with 
his  brother  Lewis  until  the  following  year. 

July  23,  1867,  George  G.  Roberts  and  Miss  Eliza- 
beth A.  Mikesell  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs. 
Roberts,  born  in  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  July  28, 
1847,  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Margaret 
(Pinkerton)  Mikesell,  both  of  German  descent. 
The  father  was  a  member  ol  a  Penns}  Ivania-Dutch 
family,  and  he  and  the  good  mother  died  in  Ohio. 
A  daughter,  Josephine  PI,  born  to  our  subject 
and  his  estimable  wife,  is  now  deceased.  She  be- 
came the  wife  of  Philip  Shipman  Losure,  and,  an 
accomplished  young  woman  of  native  ability  and 
bright  intelligence,  passed  away  in  October,  1891, 
leaving  one  child,  a  son,  George  W.,  who  lives 
with  his  maternal  grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Roberts.  In  1869  our  subject  purchased  an  eighty- 
acre  tract  in  the  lieart  of  the  woods,  and  resided 
there  three  years  before  a  road  was  cut  through 
from  the  highwa}^  To  this  land  he  has  added  a 
forty -acre  tract,  cleared,  cultivated  and  improved 
the  farm  with  excellent  buildings,  until  now  the 
once  unbroken  wilderness  has  been  transformed 
into  fields  of  golden  grain  and  fruit  orchards, 
and  yearly  blossoms  with  an  abundant  harvest. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts,  as  was  their  daughter,  are 
active  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Frater- 
nally, our  subject   is  a  member  of  the  George   A. 
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Custer  Post  No.  208,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Galien,  and  has 
with  great  acceptabilitv  filled  the  offices  of  Ser- 
geant-Ma j  or,  Adjutant,  Senior  Vice-Commander, 
Commander,  Quartermaster,  and  is  now  the  Officer 
of  the  Day.  Mr.  Roberts  is  a  member  of  the  Farm- 
ers' Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  Berrien  Coun- 
ty, and,  politically,  is  a  Republican.  Casting  his 
first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  he  has  from  that 
time  constantly  supported  the  ticket  of  the ''Party 
of  Reform."  Our  subject  has  ably  performed  the 
duties  of  Highway  Commissioner,  and  was  elected 
Drainage  Commissioner,  but  refused  to  qualify. 
Taking  an  active  interest  in  the  vital  questions  of 
the  day,  he  is  a  public-spirited  citizen,  as  patriotic 
and  true  to  his  country  as  when,  only  a  mere  lad, 
he  gave  himself  to  the  service  of  the  Government. 


W  OHN  T.  WISNER.  Every  man  in  the  United 
States,  by  birth  or  its  equivalent,  shares  in 
^^^  ,  the  glorious  privileges  of  our  Government 
f^^?'  to  forge  through  the  ranks  of  the  many  and 
become  one  of  tlie  few.  A  man  who  possesses  the 
ability  to  do  this,  who  by  years  of  patient  toil  and 
unswerving  loyaltj^  to  truth  and  integrity  forces  his 
way  through  the  multitudes  of  others  equallj^  as  am- 
bitious and  determined,  and  wrests  from  the  world 
a  meed  of  victory,  does  not  need  a  piece  of  academic 
parchment,  learnedly  inscribed,  to  make  his  life 
valuable  to  the  community  in  which  he  lives,  for 
by  his  sterling  metliods  and  his  high  moral  pur- 
pose he  has  become  a  leading  factor  in  the  con- 
servatism of  the  good  government  of  his  commu- 
nity, and  a  valuable  example  to  those  whose  efiforts 
in  human  progress  have  just  begun.  Such  a  man 
is  John  T.  Wisner,  a  prominent  farmer  and  fruit- 
grower of  Hagar  Township,  where  he  owns  eighty 
acres  of  excellent  land. 

Like  many  of  the  citizens  of  the  township,  Mr. 
Wisner  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  born  in 
Orange  County  in  1824.  He  was  the  second  of 
four  children  born  to  Harry  and  Maria  (Smith) 
Wisner,  natives  also  af  Orange  County.  All  their 
children  grew  to  mature  years.     Clara,  the  eldest. 


married  H.  C.  Spaulding,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and  they 
have  two  children  living;  James  S.,  the  third  in  or- 
der of  birth,  died  at  Elmira,  and  left  two  children; 
Julina  married  Hiram  T.  Smith,  and  died  leaving 
one  child,  Mary.  About  1 834,  the  parents  of  these 
children  went  to  Elmira,  and  resided  there  until 
the  death  of  the  father. 

John  T.  Wisner  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State  and  inherited  all  the  sturdy  characteristics  of 
his  Teutonic  ancestors.  He  secured  an  ordinary 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  later  mar- 
ried Miss  Rebecca  Rickey.  Their  nuptials  were 
solemnized  near  Elmira,  and  there  they  made  their 
home  until  1857,  when  the  fertile  soil  of  the  West 
tempted  them  to  journey  in  that  direction.  They 
came  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  located  in  St.  Jo- 
seph, and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land,  eighty  acres  of  which  he  still  owns. 
Clearing  it  of  the  heavy  timber  with  which  it  was 
covered,  he  has  about  twelve  acres  in  orchard  and 
several  acres  in  small  fruit.  He  has  ever  been  an 
industrious,  hard-working  man,  and  what  he  has 
accomplished  has  been  the  result  of  his  own  exer- 
tions. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wisner  have  reared  one  child, 
Annie,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  C.  Eldredge,  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  Chicago.  Among 
the  people  of  Hagar  Township  none  are  better  re- 
spected than  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wisner,  and  few  have 
done  more  for  the  ]n-ogress  and  development  of 
the  township  than  this  estimable  couple.  They 
are  worthy  members  of  the  P^piscopal  Church,  to 
which  they  contribute  liberally  of  their  means,  and 
Mr.  Wisner  has  been  a  stanch  Democrat  all  his  life. 


T^ 


f   I   I   \   t  n  hm   ^     „ . 


[lU^ENRY  R.  HOLLAND.  As  early  as  1846, 
y  Mr.  Holland  located  in  Watervlietand  al- 
though he  has  not  resided  here  continuously 
P  since  that  time,  yet  he  has  maintained  an 
unceasing  interest  in  the  growth  of  the  village  and 
has  done  everything  in  his  power  to  enhance  its  pro- 
gress. He  is  a  native  of  Canada,  and  was  born  near 
the  New  Hampshire  line,  in  the  village  of  Wickham, 
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near  Drummondville,  October  18, 1821,  his  parents 
being  Christopher  and  Mary  (Burhart)  Holland. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  Francis  Holland,  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  farmer  throughout  his 
entire  active  life,  and  reared  three  children:  Chris- 
topher, Mary  and  Rogers. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Norff)lk, 
England,  and  for  many  years  served  in  the  British 
army  as  Sergeant-Major  of  the  Fourth  Battalion. 
After  retiring  from  service  he  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, prior  to  the  War  of  1812,  and  settled  on  one 
hundred  and  thirt3^-five  acres  on  the  disputed  ter- 
ritory north  of  New  Hampshire,  which  he  afterward 
learned  was  set  over  to  Canada.  Upon  that  place 
he  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  m  1826, 
at  the  age  of  about  fifty.  He  left  a  widow  and 
three  children:  Francis,  now  residing  in  New  York; 
Henry  R.;  and  Rosana,  Mrs.  Lathrop,  of  Delta 
County,  Mich.  The  father  was  a  man  of  earnest 
Christian  character  and  was  a  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church. 

Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather,  Henry  Bur- 
hart,  was  born  and  reared  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  was  of  German  descent.  He  followed 
farming  pursuits  throughout  his  entire  life  and  was 
called  hence  while  residing  in  Canada,  near  the 
New  Y^ork  line,  at  Norton  Creek.  He  and  his  wife, 
who  was  a  Miss  Margaret  Titmore,  reared  the  fol- 
lowing-named children:  Philip,  John,  Godfrey, 
Giles,  Betsy,  Mary,  Katie,  Hannah  and  Peggie. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  and  reared  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Holland 
she  married  again,  becoming  the  wife  of  Tunis 
Proper,  a  native  of  Vermont.  Her  sccoimI  union 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children:  Margaret, 
Mrs.  Sutten,  of  Connecticut;  Eva  and  Catherine. 
She  came  to  Michigan  in  advanced  years  and  re- 
sided with  her  children  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
Proper.  In  1891,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety- 
nine,  she  passed  away,  having  been  active  up  to 
the  time  of  her  death. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  removed  to  Clinton  County,  N.  Y.,  and  re- 
sided there  and  in  Franklin  and  St.  Lawrence 
Counties,  N.  Y.,  for  several  years.  When  seventeen 
he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith 
at  Canton,  N.  Y.,  and  followed  that  occupation  for 


some  time.  In  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Bets}',  the  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Emily  (Beaman)  Stough ton,  natives 
of  Franklin  County,  N.  Y.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Holland,  who  was  a  farmer,  came  to  Berrien  County 
in  1844  and  settled  in  Hartford,  where  he  sojourned 
temporarily.  Afterward  he  removed  to  Soutii 
Haven  and  there  died.  His  wife  departed  this  life 
in  Hartford.  They  reared  three  sons  and  five 
daughters,  all  of  whom  became  useful  and  honor- 
able members  of  society.  In  their  religious  con- 
victions they  were  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Upon  removing  West,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holland 
came  to  Chicago,  via  canal  and  lake,  and  spent  two 
years  in  the  Garden  City  of  the  West.  In  the 
spring  of  1846  they  came  to  Michigan  and  settled 
in  Water V Met,  where  Mr.  Holland  followed  his 
trade.  In  1849,  with  an  ox-team,  he  made  the  long 
and  perilous  journey  to  the  golden  shores  of  tlie 
Pacific,  reaching  California  on  September  5th  of 
that  3^ear.  He  engaged  in  mining  in  that  State 
and  with  success,  returning  home  in  Jul3^,  1850, 
via  New  York  City,  with  $2,200,  in  his  possession. 
In  the  fall  of  1850  he  purchased  two  hundred  and 
twenty-three  acres,  where  he  now  resides.  This  he 
cleared  and  improved,  but  has  since  disposed  of 
some  of  the  property,  retaining  one  hundred  and 
ninety-two  acres. 

Mrs.  Betsy  Holland  died  May  1,  1874,  after  hav- 
ing become  the  mother  of  ten  children.  Seven  of 
the  family  still  survive,  namely:  Henry  Edward, 
who  is  now  engaged  in  mining  in  Arizona;  Rosana, 
formerly  the  wife  of  Capt.  Berridge  and  now  de- 
ceased; Emma,  who  married  G.  W.  Tyler,  of  Illi- 
nois; Rogers,  a  resident  of  South  Dakota;  Fred, 
who  is  engaged  in  mining  in  Nevada;  Cliristian  F., 
an  attorney  of  San  Diego,  Cal.;  and  Charles  E.,  of 
Nebraska.  Two  children  died  in  infancy,  and 
William  passed  away  in  Water vliet  at  the  age  of 
twenty  months. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Holland  re- 
moved to  Clinton  County,  Mo.,  where  he  had 
previouslj^  purchased  a  half-interest  in  a  gristmill, 
and  remained  f(n*  eleven  years.  He  then  traded 
his  interest  in  the  mill  for  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  and  made  his  home  on  the  new  purchase  un- 
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til  1881,  when  he  returned  to  Michigan  and  has 
since  made  his  home  on  his  property  in  Watervliet 
Township.  He  was  formerly  one  of  the  leading 
Democrats  of  the  community,  but  now  adheres  to 
the  principles  of  the  Prohibition  party,  which  he 
supports  by  his  ballot.  He  has  served  in  a  num- 
ber of  offices,  including  that  of  elustice  of  the 
Peace.  Socially,  he  is  actively  identified  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity. 

The  second  union  of  Mr.  Holland  united  him 
with  Miss  Maggie  J.,  daughter  of  Thomas  Bell,  and 
two  children  have  blessed  the  union:  Irving  T. 
and  Ella  Ma3^  In  their  religious  convictions  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Holland  are  in  sympathy  with  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Congregational  Church  and  are  prom- 
inent members  of  that  denomination.  They  are 
people  of  genuine  worth  of  character,  endowed 
with  high  capabilities  and  earnest  and  benevolent 
natures  that  endear  them  to  all  their  acquaintances. 


-j^^Afc;(2^ 


C^ 


~    ~<GD^V^(§5^5^ 


eHARLES  FREDERICK  WILLIAM  KROE- 
NING.  The  instances  of  men  who  have 
arisen  from  positions  of  poverty  to  the 
possession  of  ample  means  are  too  numerous  to 
be  considered  exceptional.  Such,  in  brief,  is  the 
history  of  many  of  the  most  successful  citizens  of 
Berrien  County,  and  such  is  the  biography .  multum 
m  parvo,  of  the  man  whose  name  introduces  this 
sketch,  a  prosperous  fruit-grower,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 23,  Lincoln  Township. 

A  native  of  Germany,  our  subject  was  born  on 
the  15th  of  July,  1848,  the  son  of  Christopher  and 
Eliza  Kroening.  His  father,  a  man  of  probit}^  and 
industry,  served  in  the  army  while  residing  in  the 
Fatherland.  In  1857,  accompanied  by  his  family, 
he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  where  he  lo- 
cated at  Watertown,  Wis.,  and  for  a  time  operated 
as  a  renter.  Later  he  was  enabled,  through  a 
judicious  investment  of  his  earnings,  to  purchase 
a  place  adjoining  the  village  of  Watertown.  There 
he  remained  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1886.     His  wife  had  passed  away  in  1860.     In  his 


religious  belief  he  was  identified  with  the  Evangel- 
ical Association,  and  died  in  the  hope  of  immor- 
tality. Politically,  after  becoming  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  he  was  a  Democrat  and  cast  his  bal- 
lot for  the  candidates  of  his  chosen  party. 

At  the  time  the  family  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  lad  of  nine 
years.  As  the  family  was  large,  consisting  of 
eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  living,  he  early 
developed  traits  of  self-reliance  and  in  his  boy- 
hood assisted  in  the  maintenance  of  the  other 
members  of  the  household.  His  schooling  had 
been  commenced  in  Germany,  and  after  coming  to 
America  he  learned  to  read  and  write  in  English 
with  fluency.  He  remained  beneath  the  parental 
roof  until  fourteen,  after  which  he  worked  in  Hie 
employ  of  others.  He  was  in  Wisconsin  for  six 
years,  and  then,  in  1867,  came  to  Michigan  and 
located  in  St.  Joseph  Township,  Berrien  County, 
where  for  ten  years  he  was  engaged  in  fishing  on 
the  lake.  This  business  proved  remunerative,  but 
after  a  decade  thus  spent,  Mr.  Kroening  was  not 
unwilling  to  change  his  occupation. 

The  farm  upon  which  our  subject  located  in 
1877  consists  of  eighty  acres,  of  which  amount 
fifty-five  have  been  placed  under  excellent  cultiva- 
tion. Of  the  tract,  forty  acres  lie  on  section  22, 
and  forty  acres  on  section  23.  A  substantial  set 
of  first-class  buildings  is  noticeable  and  all  of  these 
have  been  erected  under  the  personal  supervision  • 
of  the  owner,  who  has  also  set  out  fruit  trees  of 
the  best  varieties  and  added  such  improvements  as 
materially  increase  the  value  of  the  property.  He 
raises  large  quantities  of  the  small  fruits,  which 
he  ships  to  Chicago  and  other  markets. 

In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kroening  there 
are  eight  children,  whose  names  are:  Henry,  John, 
Frank,  Mary,  Fred,  Ida,  Ella  and  Minnie.  The 
mother  of  these  children  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Catherine  Dennis,  and  was  born  and  reared  in  St. 
Joseph,  Mich.,  receiving  common-school  advan- 
tages in  her  girlhood.  Her  marriage,  which  was 
celebrated  in  November,  1870,  has  proved  a  con- 
genial one,  and  she  has  been  a  capable  helpmate 
and  a  devoted  mother.  She  is  identified  with  the 
Lutheran  Church  at  St.  Joseph,  of  which  her  hus- 
band and  the  children  are  also  members. 
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No  native-born  citizen  of  the  United  States  is 
more  loyal  and  patriotic  than  the  subject  of  our 
sketch,  who  takes  an  intelhgent  interest  in  local 
and  national  politics,  being  a  strong  advocate  of 
the  principles  enunciated  by  the  Democratic  party. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  filled  the  position  of 
Path  Master  and  has  occupied  other  positions  of 
trust  and  honor.  He  is  highly  regarded  through- 
out the  community,  both  as  a  genial  companion 
and  as  a  successful  business  man. 


JOSHUA  WHITTEN.  Tlie  success  which  has 
attended  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Whitten  as  an 
agriculturist  and  fruit-grower  is  by  no 
means  a  matter  of  chance, nor  was  he  in  any 
sense  an  especial  favorite  of  Fortune,  for  when  he 
started  out  for  himself  he  had  little  else  than  two 
strong  arms  and  an  unusual  amount  of  good, 
sound  sense  to  assist  in  making  a  living.  In  his 
case  Fortune  smiled  upon  him  because  of  his  un- 
tiring efforts,  his  close  and  intelligent  application 
to  the  ordinary  affairs  of  life,  and  his  thrift  and 
enterprise,  which  were  of  a  character  to  merit  suc- 
cess under  any  circumstances  and  in  any  field  of 
labor.  He  is  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  born  April 
28,  1837,  and  the  eldest  of  tliree  children  born  to 
the  marriage  of  David  and  Mary  A.  (Rhodes) 
Whitten,  the  father  a  native  of  Maine  and  the 
mother  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  Wliitten  family  is  one  of  the  earliest  ones 
of  Maine,  and  Joshua  Whitten,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  one  of  thirteen  sons  whose  de- 
scendants are  prominent  people  of  that  State. 
David  Whitten  attained  his  majority  in  his  native 
State,  and  then  went  South  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  overseeing  labor  in  the  manu- 
facturing of  brick.  While  down  there  he  lost  his 
liealth,  and  went  to  Montpelier,  Vt.,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  final  summons  in  1843.  He  was  the 
only  son  of  Joshua  Whitten.  He  had  married 
Miss  Mary  A.  Rhodes,  the  daughter  of  Henry  W. 
Rhodes,  who  was  a  Rhode  Island  sea-captain.  The 
Rhodes  are  lineal  descendants  of  Lord  Rhode,  of 


Rhode  Island,  who  was  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  that  State.  The  three  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Whitten  were,  in  the  order  of  their  births,  as 
follows:  Joshua;  Eliza  A.,  wife  of  James  Webster; 
and  David  J.,  of  Nebraska.  After  the  death  of 
her  husband,  in  1845,  Mrs.  Whitten  removed  to 
Michigan,  and  was  there  married  to  A.  Hayes, 
by  whom  she  had  four  children:  T.  A.  S.,  of  Chi- 
cago; A.  F.,  of  Van  Buren  County;  Mary,  wife  of 
William  Halstead;  and  M.  E.,  wife  of  R.  E.  Doran, 
of  Nebraska.    Mrs.  Hayes  died  January  1,  1890. 

The  original  of  this  notice  received  a  limited 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  Berrien  Coun- 
ty, for  his  school  days  were  over  when  he  reached 
his  twelfth  year.  He  was  reared  amid  rude  sur- 
roundings, for  the  country  was  a  wilderness;  In- 
dians roamed  at  will,  and  the  forests  abounded 
with  game.  At  an  early  age  he  began  learning 
the  cabinet-maker's  trade.  It  might  be  said  that 
Mr.  Whitten  is  one  of  the  old  landmarks  of  the 
county,  for  he  has  seen  its  growth  from  a  wilder- 
ness to  its  present  prosperous  condition.  Houses 
at  that  time  were  built  of  round  and  hewn  logs, 
and  the  mills  were  all  water-mills.  After  learn- 
ing his  trade,  young  Whitten  settled  in  Kalama- 
zoo, Mich.,  and  assisted  in  manufacturing  the  first 
piano  ever  made  in  the  State.  This  was  in  1852, 
a  Mr.  Garland,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  having  started  a 
factory.  However,  only  four  pianos  were  ever 
completed  by  this  gentleman. 

In  1860  Mr.  Whitten  made  a  trip  to  California, 
but  returned  the  same  year,  and  settled  in  Niles, 
this  county,  where  he  remained  until  1867.  He 
then  came  to  this  place  and  is  counted  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers.  In  1866-67,  Mr.  Whitten  was  in 
the  tannery  business,  but  as  this  did  not  prove  a 
financial  success,  he  engaged  in  the  carpenter  busi- 
ness, and  many  monuments  of  his  handiwork, 
in  the  shape  of  substantial  and  elegant  resi- 
dences, are  scattered  over  the  county,  as  well  as  in 
the  villages.  He  is  one  of  the  most  successful 
small  fruit-growers  in  this  portion  of  Lake  Town- 
ship, having  a  farm  of  twent}'  acres  devoted  to 
that  principally.  His  yearly  income,  clear  of  ex- 
penses, is  about  $800. 

In  the  year  1857,  Mr.  Whitten  married  Miss  Ly- 
dia  A.  Cook,  of  Canada,  though  her  parents,  Will- 
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iam  J.  and  Catherine  (Dunbar)  Cook,  were  natives 
of  the  Empire  State.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitten 
were  born  tiiree  children:  Charles  E.,  of  this  coun- 
ty; Lillie  E.,  wife  of  O.  A.  Jeffries,  of  this  county; 
and  Herbert  W.,  who  is  at  home.  The  latter  is  a 
teacher  of  languages  in  the  Benton  Harbor  schools, 
and  one  of  tlie  State's  most  successful  and  popular 
educators.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitten  hold  member- 
ship in  the  Congregational  Church,  and,  in  poli- 
tics, the  former  is  a  Republican. 


♦^=z•^= 


OSEPHUS  FISHER,  a  prosperous  general 
agriculturist  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
Sod  us  Townsliip,  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
has  held  with  etliciency  various  positions  of 
trust  in  his  present  home,  and,  a  citizen  of  ster- 
ling integrity  of  character  and  excellent  judgment, 
discliarging  the  duties  of  office  with  fidelity,  re- 
ceives the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  wide  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances  among  whom  he  has 
dwelt  for  thirty-nine  changing  years.  Our  sub- 
ject was  born  in  Palmyra  Township,  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  October  14,  1828.  His  father, 
George  Plsher,  was  a  native  of  Penns34vania,  but 
with  his  parents  removed  to  Ohio  when  a  boy, 
and  in  his  new  home  followed  the  avocation  of  a 
farmer.  He  remained  in  the  Buckeye  State,  con- 
stantly engaged  in  the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  un- 
til his  death.  His  wife  was  in  maidenhood  Miss 
Esther  Simons,  a  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Eliza- 
beth Simons,  well-known  and  highly  esteemed 
residents  of  Portage  County,  Ohio.  Unto  the  fa- 
ther and  mother  were  born  ten  children,  six  daugh- 
ters and  four  sons,  of  whom  nine  grew  to  matur- 
ity. Two  of  the  sons  and  four  of  the  daughters 
yet  survive. 

Josephus,  our  subject,  was  the  fifth  child  in 
order  of  birth,  and,  reared  upon  the  farm  of  his 
father,  and  attending  the  schools  of  Palmyra 
Township  when  he  could  be  spared,  grew  up  to 
vigorous  manhood.  At  twenty-three  years  of  age; 
he  rented  land  nnd  began  life  for  lijnpgelf,     For 


four  years  he  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  the 
pursuits  of  agriculture  in  his  native  county,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  this  time  decided  to  try  his 
fortunes  in  the  farther  West.  In  October,  1854, 
Mr.  Fisher  emigrated  to  Michigan,  located  in  Sodus 
Township,  and  settled  upon  ninety-six  acres  of 
land,  improved  only  with  five  apple  trees,  and  a 
shanty,  in  which  he  lived  for  five  years,  his  family 
being  somewhat  cramped  for  room  in  the  small 
habitation  which  sheltered  them  so  long.  In  1859, 
Mr.  Fisher  built  a  commodious  and  attractive  house 
and  a  substantial  barn  and  sheds,  and  also  pur- 
chased thirteen  additional  acres  of  land.  Some 
years  after  he  bought  a  forty-five  acre  tract, 
and  by  the  division  of  her  father's  farm  among 
the  children  Mrs.  Fisher  received  as  her  share 
forty-nine  acres,  adjoining  the  last  acreage  pur- 
chased by  our  subject.  Mr.  Fisher  has  no  specialty, 
but  raises  mixed  crops  and  also  handles  a  good 
quality  of  stock,  and,  a  practical  man  of  extended 
experience,  has  made  farming  a  profitable  and  con- 
tinuous pursuit. 

July  4,  1850,  Josephus  Fisher  and  Miss  Phoebe 
A.,  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Gano,  were  united 
in  marriage.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Fisher  were 
among  the  very  early  settlers  of  Berrien  County, 
and  were  numbered  with  the  pioneers  of  the  State, 
John  Gano  being  ninety  years  old  when  he  died. 
Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy, and  Edna  passed  away  at  two  years  of 
age;  Alice  survived  to  maturity  and  died  when 
thirty-two  years  old.  The  sons  and  daughters  yet 
living  are:  John  G.;  Urania,  the  wife  of  Leander 
McCain,  residing  in  Sodus  Station;  and  George. 
John  married  Mary  Killen  and  has  six  children; 
George  married  Prudence  Hart.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fisher  are  both  faithful  members  of  the  Disciples 
Church,  and  have  reared  their  family  in  accord 
with  the  Gospel  teachings  of  their  religious  de- 
nomination. Our  subject,  active  in  church  work, 
has  been  an  Elder  for  years,  and  is  also  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school. 

Politically,  Mr.  Fisher  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
occupied  with  ability  the  ofl^ices  of  Treasurer, 
Supervisor  and  Highway  Commissioner,  in  every 
detail  of  public  >vovk  being  conscientious,  earnest 
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and  upright.  He  is  a  liberal-spirited  citizen  and 
thoroughly  devoted  to  the  promotion  of  real  ad- 
vancement and  educational  progress.  Although 
now  sixty-live  years  of  age,  he  has  never  taken  a 
drop  of  intoxicating  liquors  nor  tasted  tobacco. 
Fair,  and  guided  by  law  and  evidence,  his  decis- 
ions as  Justice  of  tlie  Peace  give  thorough  satis- 
faction to  his  fellow- townsmen,  and  but  few  cases 
which  come  within  his  jurisdiction  are  appealed  to 
a  higher  court. 


RED  A.  TICHENOR.  A  noble  class  of 
men  has  built  up  the  agricultural  inter- 
est of  Niles  Township,  and  have  made  it  a 
garden  spot  in  the  great  commonwealth  of  Michi- 
gan. Among  those  who  were  active  and  efficient 
in  the  work  was  George  E.  Tichenor,  the  father  of 
our  subject.  He  was  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  born  in  Oswego  County  March  1,  1828, 
and  the  son  of  Joseph  M.  Tichenor,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  Jersey.  The  latter's  mother  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  the  first  white  woman  who  set 
foot  on  Jersey  shores.  She  was  of  English  de- 
scent. 

Joseph  M.  Tichenor  married  Miss  Mary  H.  Ack- 
erson,  a  native  of  New  York,  but  who  traced  her 
ancestors  back  to  sturdy  German  stock.  This 
marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  seven  children, 
George  E.  being  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  The  latter 
came  with  his  parents  to  Ohio  at  an  early  day, 
but  later  settled  with  them  in  Michigan.  After 
growing  up  he  became  a  school  teacher  and  fol- 
lowed this  in  connection  with  farming  for  some 
time.  On  the  16th  of  October,  1861,  he  was  mar- 
ried, and  later  moved  onto  an  old  farm  in  Berrien 
County,  remaining  on  the  same  until  1872,  when 
he  moved  where  his  son  now  lives,  and  there  died 
in  1874.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  was  Super- 
visor of  the  township  and  held  other  local  offices. 
A  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  he  was  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school  at  Buchanan,  and 
was  Elder  in  the  church  for  years,  He  was  an  active 


worker  in  the  same  and  contributed  liberal Ij'  of 
his  means  to  its  support.  He  was  well  known  and 
very  popular  in  the  community.  His  widow, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Anna  Blake,  was  born  in 
Indiana,  February  24,  1839. 

Her  father,  John  Blake,  was  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  grand- 
father, William  Blake,  was  also  born  in  Virginia, 
but  the  great-grandfather,  Thomas  Blake,  was  a 
native  of  England,  who  came  to  America  when  a 
young  man.  Mrs.  Tichenor 's  mother,  Araminta 
Hague,  was  born  in  Ohio  and  reared  in  that  State. 
Her  father,  John  Hague,  was  supposed  to  have 
been  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blake 
were  married  near  South  Bend,  Ind.,  and  subse- 
quently located  in  St.  Joseph  County,  on  a  farm. 
Later  they  moved  to  Wisconsin,  but  shortly  after- 
wards returned  to  Michigan^  where  they  passed  the 
closing  scenes  of  their  lives.  They  were  the  pa- 
rents of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years  except 
one.  Mrs.  Tichenor  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth 
of  these  children,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Berrien  County  from  the  age  of  eight  years. 
After  reaching  womanhood  she  taught  school  in 
Berrien  County. 

By  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Tichenor  she  became 
the  mother  of  seven  children,  as  follows:  May 
the  wife  of  Ellis  Roe,  who  is  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business  in  Buchanan;  Fredrick  A.,  our  sub- 
ject; John  B.,  at  home;  Georgia,  now  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  engaged  as  a  stenographer  and  type- 
writer;  Joseph  M.,  at  home;  and  Charles  E.,  at 
home.  William,  the  eldest  child,  died  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  years.  Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Tich- 
enor, Mrs.  Tichenor  has  had  charge  of  all  her  hus- 
band's interests,  and  displays  excellent  judgment 
and  much  sound  sense  in  her  management  of  the 
same.  She  has  four  hundred  and  seventy-one  acres 
where  she  now  lives  and  the  fine  residence  on  it 
makes  it  a  very  attractive  place.  This  is  one  of 
the  finest  farms  in  the  State  and  is  kept  in  admir- 
able condition  by  Mrs.  Tichenor,  who  superintends 
everything.  She  is  a  worthy  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and,  like  her  husband,  contrib- 
utes liberally  to  its  support. 

Fredrick  A.  Tichenor,  her  son,  and  the  present 
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Supervisor  of  Niles  Township,  is  residing  on  sec- 
tion 7,  of  tliat  township,  and  is  a  wide-awake, 
thorough-going  young  agriculturist.  He  was  born 
in  BerrienCounty,  Niles  Township,  Mich.,  May  10, 
1867,  and  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth  of  the 
children  born  to  his  parents.  He  attended  the 
district  schools  of  his  neighborhood,  and  later  en- 
tere(^  the  High  School  at  Buchanan,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  some  time  later.  He  is  one  of 
the  promising  young  farmers  of  the  county,  has  a 
line  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  in 
the  management  of  it  has  displaced  much  good 
sense.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  Buchnnan  Lodge  No.  6S^  and  is  also  a 
member  of  tiie  Knights  of  P^'thias,  Niles  Lodge 
No.  100.  In  1893,  he  was  elected  Supervisor  of 
the  township;  in  1888,  when  but  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  was  made  Township  Clerk.  He  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  all  worthy  enterprises  and  is  pub- 
lic-spirited and  energetic. 


— * 


mv^'^^<m=^ 
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'\l|OHN  BUCKMAN,an  extensive  general  agri- 
culturist and  fruit-grower  of  Sodus  Town- 
ship), Berrien  County,  Mich.,  has  occupied 
his  line  farm  of  two  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  for  about  two-score  years,  and,  enjoying  a 
wide  acquaintance  throughout  the  count}',  is  es- 
teemed a  man  of  practical  experience  and  sound 
judgment.  Our  subject  is  a  native  of  the  Sunny 
South,  and  was  born  in  Anne  Arundel  County,  Md., 
October  10,  1827.  The  paternal  great-grandfather 
settled  in  America  in  the  days  of  William  Penn, 
and  located  in  the  Quaker  State  when  it  was  only 
a  Territory  or  colony.  His  son  Abner  Buckman, 
was  born,  reared,  married  and  died  in  the  old 
Pennsylvania  home.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
William  Buckman,  born  in  Bucks  County,  Pa., 
early  left  the  scenes  of  childhood  and  settled  in 
Anne  Arundel  County,  Md.,  but  after  spending 
many  years  in  the  South,  finally  removed  to  Ohio, 
where  he  died  at  the  good  old  age  of  seventy- two 
years.  His  excellent  wife,  Jeanette  (Brown)  Buck- 
man,  bore  her  husband  ten  sons  and  daughters, 


three  of  the  children  now  surviving.  Our  subject 
is  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth,  and  was  but  a  lit- 
tle lad  five  years  old  when  with  his  parents,  broth- 
ers and  sisters  he  journeyed  to  Erie  County,  Ohio. 

In  the  new  home  John,  as  soon  as  he  was  old 
enough,  attended  the  common  schools  and  aided 
his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  Day  by  day 
he  increased  his  practical  experience,  and  arrived 
at  his  majority  a  self-reliant  and  enterprising 
young  man.  Beginning  life  for  himself,  he  worked 
out  two  years  in  Ohio  as  a  farm  laborer.  In  the 
meantime,  three  of  his  brothers  had  located  in  Ber- 
rien Count}^,  Mich.,  and  were  experiencing  the 
various  vicissitudes  of  those  pioneer  days.  The 
elder  brother  borrowed  from  his  mother  before 
leaving  home  $10,  which  she  had  saved  from  the 
sale  of  turkeys,  eggs  and  butter.  With  that 
amount  the  son  had  started  out  to  seek  his  for- 
tune, and  walked  the  entire  distance  to  Michigan, 
accompanied  by  his  next  two  brothers,  and  after 
a  time  all  secured  homes  and  land  in  the  Western 
wilderness.  John  finally  sent  them  money  to 
make  payments  with,  and  came  himself  to  Berrien 
County,  settling  permanently  in  Sodus  Town- 
ship in  1853.  Our  subject  brought  a  good  team 
of  horses  with  him,  and  resolutel}^  took  up  land 
and  entered  ambitiously  upon  its  improvements. 
He  was  for  a  time  very  much  dissatisfied  with  the 
country,  but  after  a  few  weeks  became  well  pleased, 
and  later,  revisiting  his  old  home,  expressed  him- 
self to  friends  and  neighbors  as  being  unwilling  to 
return  again  to  live  in  Ohio,  even  if  proffered  a 
gift  of  forty  acres  of  the  best  land  in  the  State  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  Buckman  has  always  been  a  very  energetic 
man,  toiling  early  and  late,  and  has  well  earned 
every  dollar  of  the  competence  he  now  possesses. 
He  received  1600  at  the  death  of  his  father,  but 
$400  he  deposited  in  a  bank,  which  afterward  as- 
signed, and  the  money  was  a  total  loss,  with  the 
exception  of  one  year's  interest, about  $55.  Forty 
acres  of  the  beautiful  and  valuable  home  farm  are 
devoted  to  an  orchard  of  a  choice  variety  of  fruit. 
The  attractive  residence,  tiie  substantial  barns  and 
other  buildings,  and  the  well-kept  fields, especially 
in  the  harvest  season,  present  a  picture  of  thrift 
and  generous  abundance  long  to  bt^  remembered. 
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In  1854,  John  and  Miss  Juliet  Rees  weie  united 
in  marriage,  the  day  of  the  wedding  being  April 
30.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Buckman  were  Martin 
and  Elannah  Rees.  The  fatlier  is  deceased,  but 
the  mother  is  yet  surviving,  and  is  eighty-four 
years  of  age.  Seven  children  were  born  unto  our 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife,  of  whom  four  are 
still  living:  Charles  W.,  Nellie,  Jessie  and  Robert. 
One  little  one  died  in  infancy;  two  others  passed 
away  later  in  life.  Alena,  the  eldest  daughter^ 
married  Charles  Kendall,  and  died  some  years  ago, 
leaving  two  children,  residing  in  Pipestone  Town- 
ship. Nellie  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Hushaw.  The 
other  three  children  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Buckman  has  been  a  devout  member  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church  for  thirty-five  yeais, 
and  is  an  official — an  honored  Trustee.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Old  Settlers'  Association  of  Ber- 
rien County,  and  is  politically  a  Prohibitionist, 
but  until  late  years  was  a  pronounced  Republican. 
Upright  and  conscientious  in  the  daily  discharge 
of  duty,  our  subject  gives  to  the  affairs  of  the  day 
earnest  consideration,  and  in  local  elections  lends 
his  support  to  the  best  man  for  the  place,  regard- 
less of  party  considerations.  Now,  nearing  the 
evening  of  his  age,  Mr.  Buckman  may  with  pleas- 
ure review  his  unblemished  record  as  a  friend, 
neighbor  and  citizen,  and  rest  content  in  the  es- 
teem and  high  regard  of  his  fellow-townsmen. 


m&m 


^^OLOMON    M.    HOWSER.      Cass    County 
^^^    contains  many  fertile  and  highly-cultiva- 
(u/^)   ted  farms,  and  among  the  number  passers- 
by   invariably  note  with  admiration    the 
well-kept  fields  and  air  of  thrift  and  prosperity 
characterizing  Mr.  Howser's  farm.    The  place  con- 
sists of  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  acres  on  sec- 
tion 2,  of  Howard  Township,  and  is  devoted  to 
general  farming  and  stock-raising  purposes.     The 
buildings  that  embelHsh   the  place  are  neat,  sub- 
stantial  and    adapted    to    their    varied   purposes, 
while  the  residence  is  a  cozy  abode,  tastily   furn- 
i§h^(J  and  gonv^niently  arranged, 


The  owner  of  this  fine  farm  was  born  in  Preble 
County,  Ohio,  June  28,  1828.  It  is  probable  that 
his  paternal  grandfather  was  a  native  of  Mary- 
land, where  also  his  father,  Henry  Howser,  was 
born,  and  whence  he  removed  in  his  youth  to  Ohio. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Marj-,  daughter  of 
Michael  Brown,  both  being  natives  of  North  Car- 
olina and  of  German  descent.  After  their  mar- 
riage in  Ohio,  the  parents  of  our  subject  located 
in  Michigan,  in  1836,  where  the  father  purchased 
a  farm  in  Pokagon  Township,  Cass  County.  Here 
he  devoted  his  eneigies  to  clearing  and  develop- 
ing a  fine  farm,  and  was  so  successful  in  his  efforts 
that  he  became  known  throughout  liis  community 
as  one  of  its  most  persevering  and  efficient  agri- 
culturists, as  he  was  also  one  of  its  best  citizens. 
After  his  wife's  death,  which  occurred  in  1861,  he 
removed  to  the  village  of  Dowagiac,  where  he 
closed  his  eyes  upon  the  scenes  of  earth  in  1878. 

In  the  public  affairs  of  the  community,  Mr. 
Howser,  Sr.,  bore  an  active  part  and  served  with 
efficiency  as  Supervisor  of  Pokagon  Township  and 
Road  Commissioner.  First  a  Whig,  he  later  gave 
his.  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party.  In  his  re- 
ligious belief,  he  was  a  Universalist,  but  contrib- 
uted generously  to  the  various  denominations.  He 
and  his  good  wife  were  the  parents  of  two  daugh- 
ters and  five  sons,  and  seven  of  the  number  grew 
to  manhood  and  womanhood.  These  still  survive 
with  the  exception  of  the  third  son,  who  died  a 
few  years  ago.  Solomon  M.  was  the  second  child 
in  order  of  birth  and  was  about  eight  years  old 
when  lie  came  to  Cass  County.  His  education  was 
obtained  in  the  district  schools  of  Pokagon  Town- 
ship and  the  common  schools  at  Mishawaka,  Ind., 
but  his  broad  range  of  knowledge  and  informa- 
tion has  been  obtained  principally  through  self- 
culture. 

On  Christmas  Day  of  1861,*Mr.  Howser  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Minerva  Knight, 
who  was  born  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  in  1841, 
her  father,  Jonathan  Knight,  having  been  an  early 
settler  of  that  county.  After  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Howser  settled  in  Berrien  County,  where  he  re- 
mained for  one  year,  and  then,  in  1863,  located  on 
his  present  farm.  He  and  his  wife  had  a  family 
of  three  children;     Mary  J.,  deceased;  Henry  J,, 
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who  resides  on  the  homestead;  and  Cora  M.,  who 
is  stud3ang  stenography  in  Chicago.  In  his  po- 
litical opinions,  Mr.  [lowser  is  a  Republican,  firm 
in  his  advocacy  of  party  measures  and  men.  In 
his  religious  belief,  he  is  a  Uuiversalist.  He  is  a 
man  who  willingly  aids  every  measure  calculated 
to  advance  the  interests  of  the  community,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  capable  farmers  of  Howard 
Township. 


1-^+^4 


[^^  ON.    THOMAS    MARS    has  occupied   with 

l)  executive  ability    many  of  the  important 

county  and  State  offices  within   the    gift 

^  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  constituents, 
and,  discharging  the  duties  entrusted  to  his  care 
with  efficiency,  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and 
highly  esteemed  residents  of  Berrien  Count}^, 
Mich.  Our  subject,  an  extensive  and  prosperous 
general  agriculturist  of  Berrien  Township,  born 
May  4,  1829,  in  Giles  County,  Va.,  was  but  an  in- 
fant when  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Berrien 
Count\^,  with  whose  growth  and  progress  he  has 
been  intimately  associated  for  more  than  three- 
score years.  His  father,  Hugh  Mars,  a  native  Vir- 
ginian, remained  in  his  early  home  until  he  at- 
tained his  majority.  He  was  a  hardworking  and 
enterprising  man  and  combined  the  trade  of  a 
blacksmith  with  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  The 
Marses  are  of  Scotch  descent,  but  the  paternal 
great-grandfather  made  his  home  in  New  Jersey, 
in  which  State  the  grandfather  of  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Mars,  Archibald  Mars,  was  born,  and  later,  mi- 
grating from  his  native  State  to  Virginia  when 
young,  remained  in  the  Old  Dominion  until  his 
death. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Elloner  (Riggin) 
Mars,  was  the  daughter  of  an  old  Virginian  family 
and  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion,  where  her  father 
pursued  the  peaceful  avocation  of  a  tiller  of  the 
soil.  Marrying  in  Virginia,  the  parents  journeyed 
later  to  Michigan,  locating  in  Berrien  County, 
April  6,  1830,  the  very  day  upon  which  the  first 
election  of  the  coiinty  was  held,  twenty-six  voters 

37 


having  cast  their  ballot.  The  father  entered  land 
on  section  23,  Berrien  Township,  and  the  deed 
was  signed  by  President  Andrew  Jackson.  The 
mother,  a  devoted  Christian  woman,  was  obliged  at 
first  to  go  to  Summerville  when  she  wished  to  attend 
church.  At  that  period  there  were  no  settlers  in 
the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  pioneer  home. 
The  Indians  had  huts  on  the  land  of  the  father, 
and  were  peaceable,  quiet  red  men,  and  the  first 
boys  that  our  subject  remembers  playing  with  were 
Indian  lads.  The  land  was  heavily  timbered,  and 
the  country  round  about  almost  impassable  at 
times.  Mr.  Mars  well  recollects  the  surveying  and 
laying  out  of  CassopoUs  and  the  Berrien  Spring 
Road.  The  mother,  born  in  February,  1805,  died 
February  27,  1837,  preceding  her  husband  to  the 
better  land  by  forty  years.  The  father  lived  to 
be  married  four  times,  and  removed  from  the  old 
homestead  in  1853  to  the  farm  owned  by  his  last 
companion,  pleasantly  located  in  Berrien  Springs. 

Hugii  Mars,  after  a  life  of  busy  usefulness,  passed 
awa}^,  mourned  as  a  public  loss,  in  1877,  at  the 
good  old  age  of  eighty-one  years.  He  was  an  en- 
terprising and  self-reliant  man,  of  strong  and 
earnest  purpose,  and,  possessing  most  admirable 
traits  of  character,  was  honored  and  beloved.  He 
was,  politically,  in  early  life  a  Whig  and  later  an 
ardent  Republican,  and  was  a  leader  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  local  party.  He  was  for  many  years  a 
popular  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  appointed  in  the  county.  By  his  first  mar- 
riage he  had  six  children,  all  surviving.  A.  W. 
resides  in  Berrien  Springs;  Thomas  was  the  second- 
born;  Samuel  lives  in  Lake  Township;  William  is 
a  citizen  of  California;  Eliza  J.  is  the  wife  of  P.  IL 
Webster,  of  section  11,  Berrien  Township;  Melinda 
is  the  wife  of  T.  B.  Snow,  of  section  16,  Berrien 
Township.  Of  the  three  children  born  unto  the 
third  marriage,  the  surviving  are  B.  F.,  residing  on 
section  18;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Burdette  Mc- 
Gill,  of  Oronoko  Township. 

Our  subject,  reared  in  the  pioneer  home,  had 
barely  attained  his  majority,  when,  beginning 
life  for  himself,  he  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  For  seven  jears 
he  did  business  as  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  in 
1857  went  to  Kansas,  settling  in  Lawrence.   In  the 


758 


POxtTRAlT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


following  December  he  came  home,  and  spent  Jan- 
uary, returning  in  February  to  Kansas,  where  he 
remained  through  the  summer  of  1858,  and  in  the 
fall  journeyed  to  Missouri.  He  purchased  a  half- 
interest  in  a  sawmill  near  Savannah,  and  engaged 
in  business  in  that  locality  until  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Civil  War.  At  this  time  the  mill  was  burned 
and  our  subject  was  warned  to  leave  in  fifteen 
days. 

In  the  fall  of  1860,  Thomas  Mars  and  Miss 
Margaret  A.  Wood  were  united  in  marriage.  The 
estimable  wife  of  our  subject  is  widely  known  and 
highly  esteemed.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Chris- 
topher Wood,  of  Bingham  ton,  N.  Y.,  in  which 
part  of  the  Empire  State  she  was  born,  reared  and 
thoroughly  educated.  Immediately  after  his  mar- 
riage, Mr.  Mars  rented  for  one  year  an  old  water- 
mill  near  Berrien  Springs,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
twelve  months  bought  a  steam  sawmill  and  thirty- 
five  acres  of  land  where  he  now  resides.  The  land 
was  then  wild  (November  10,  1862),  but  now,  with 
an  added  acreage,  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
homesteads  in  the  township.  The  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  eighty-five  of  which  are  highly 
cultivated  and  improved  with  excellent  and  com- 
modious buildings,  is  a  most  desirable  piece  of 
farming  property.  Until  a  few  years  ago  our  sub- 
ject operated  the  mill,  as  well  as  cultivated  the 
fertile  soil,  but  now  devotes  his  time  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  Of  the  four  children  who  brightened 
the  home,  only  one  lived  to  adult  age,  Rosalia 
Imogene,  wife  of  Dr.  O.  A.  La  Crone,  a  successful 
medical  practitioner  of  Berrien  Centre.  Mrs.  La 
Crone  had  three  children:  an  infant  daughter, 
who  died  unnamed;  Thomas  Mars  and  Frank  W. 
The  accomplished  daughter  passed  away  March 
12,  1891,  mourned  by  sorrowing  friends  and  rela- 
tives. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Mars  is  connected  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  Berrien 
Centre,  and  has  passed  all  the  chairs.  He  is  now 
a  member  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  By-laws 
for  the  State.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Patrons 
of  Husbandry  of  Berrien  Centre,  has  held  all  the 
offices  in  the  same  and  is  the  present  Master.  He 
has  been  Master  of  the  State  Grange  for  five  years, 
and  has  taken  in  three  districts  sm^e  1873,  giving 


his  thorough  and  enthusiastic  support  to  the  ex- 
istence and  prosperity  of  the  Grange,  and  is,  and 
has  been,  a  member  of  the  State  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Grange  for  sixteen  years.  Our  sub- 
ject is  now  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Control 
of  the  State  Public  Schools  at  Coldwater,  Mich. 

Politically,  Mr.  Mars  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
always  been  actively  interested  in  local  and  na- 
tional issues.  He  has  several  times  been  Chair- 
man of  the  County  Committee  and  is  now  Treas- 
urer of  the  same.  As  delegate  to  various  State, 
county  and  Congressional  conventions,  he  has 
given  his  constituents  universal  satisfaction  by  the 
faithful  handling  of  the  public  interests  intrusted 
to  his  care.  In  1880,  elected  to  the  State  Senate, 
our  subject  served  with  fidelity  his  full  term  and 
was  present  at  the  extra  sessions.  As  a  member 
of  important  committees,  he  promoted  the  interests 
of  the  State,  and  was  a  prominent  factor  in  se- 
curing the  present  law  on  highwa3^s.  Mr.  Mars 
has  been  identified  with  the  leading  agricultural 
societies  and  has  been  President  of  the  Berrien 
County  Agricultural  Society  many  terms,  and  was 
President  of  the  Berrien  Springs  Agricultural  So- 
ciety last  year.  For  four  years  he  served  as  Oil 
Inspector  of  the  district,  has  also  been  County 
Agent  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities,  and  was 
likewise  Insi)ector  of  the  Poor  of  Berrien  County 
for  three  years.  Constantly  engaged  in  public 
work  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  our  subject 
has  proven  himself  to  be  a  man  of  intelligent 
ability,  excellent  judgment  and  sterling  integrity 
ol  character,  and,  the  candidate  of  his  party  for 
most  responsible  positions,  has  ever  justified  the 
confidence  reposed  in  him  by  a  host  of  friends. 


¥^  f^ILLIAM  H.  BALL.  This  highly  respected 
and  honored  citizen  of  Coloma,  Berrien 
County,  was  born  in  Huntington,  Mass., 
August  24,  1858,  and  is  the  son  of  Saw^^er  and 
Susan  (Hazen)  Ball.  His  grandfather,  Manassa 
Ball,  was  in  turn  a  son  of  Elijah  Ball,  also  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  who  seryec}  in  the  war 
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for  independence.  He  lived  and  died  in  his 
native  State,  and  reared  a  family  of  nine  sons  and 
five  daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years. 
He  passed  away  in  1837,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.  Manassa  Ball  was  born  December  28,  1800. 
In  his  youthful  days  he  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer,  and  afterward  operated  a  carding-ma- 
chine  for  a  few  years.  IJe  was  the  youngest  of 
fourteen  children  born  to  his  parents,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Clarissa,  a  daughter  of  Deacon  An- 
drews, whose  wife  was  a  Miss  Holt.  He  was  a 
Whig  politically,  and  afterward  joined  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  was  a  believer  in  the  Unitarian 
doctrines.     He  died  in  his  seventy-second  year. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth  of  a  family  of  six  children, namely:  Phin- 
eas,  Caroline,  Adeline,  Sawyer,  Albert  and  Alonzo. 
He  followed  surveying  for  a  few  years  and  then 
engaged  in  the  wood-turning  business.  In  1860 
he  moved  to  Dowagiac,  Mich.,  where  wit^.  three 
others  he  established  himself  in  the  manufacture  of 
wooden  eave  troughs,  theirs  being  the  first  factory 
of  the  kind  in  the  State.  In  1862  he  located  in 
Niles,  and  there  opened  up  a  factory,  which  proved 
to  be  a  very  profitable  business,  and  in  1864  he 
moved  to  Coloma,  where  he  continued  to  follow 
his  chosen  occupation  for  a  year.  In  1865  he 
bought  a  gristmill  here  and  has  ever  since  oper- 
ated it,  receiving  a  liberal  patronage  from  the  citi- 
zens of  the  tow^n,  as  well  as  from  the  farmers  in 
the  surrounding  country.  He  also  owns  a  mill  in 
Hartford,  and  in  1868  made  the  first  fruit-box 
ever  constructed  in  Coloma.  He  is  a  prominent 
man  in  political  affairs  and  has  held  some  public 
oflfices.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  St. 
Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Goodrich  and  Susan 
(Walker)  Hazen.  The  parents  were  natives  of 
the  State  of  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire,  re- 
spectively, the  former  being  a  merchant  and  lum- 
berman, who  died  in  Ohio.  His  wife  died  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  leaving  three  bo.ys  and  two 
gills.  Mr.  Hazen 's  father  came  from  Scotland  in 
an  early  da}^  while  his  wife's  people  were  of  Irish 
ancestry. 

Saw3^er  Ball  and  wife  have  four  children:  Ella 
J.,  William  H.,  Clara  S.  and  Albert  C.  William 
H.,  gur    subject,  was   educated   in  the  common 


schools  of  Michigan,  and  subsequently  took  a  bus- 
iness course  in  the  schools  of  Valparaiso,  Ind., 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1878.  After  leaving 
school  he  engaged  in  business  with  his  father  in 
the  manufacture  of  flour  and  eave  troughs.  When 
his  parents  came  to  Coloma,  William  came  with 
them  and  assisted  his  father  in  the^work,  and  now 
owns  an  interest  in  the  mills,  both  here  and  at 
Hartford. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  October,  1883,  to 
Clara  M.  Miller,  who  was  born  in  this  State.  This 
estimable  lady's  parents  are  Martin  and  Sarah 
(Hamilton)  Miller,  and  since  her  marriage  with 
our  subject  she  has  become  the  mother  of  one  child, 
Charles  O.  Mrs.  Ball  has  been  identified  with  the 
Congregational  Church  for  fifteen  years  and  is  an 
active  worker.  Mr.  Ball  takes  an  interest  in  poli- 
tics and  has  served  as  Town  Clerk  for  three  years. 
In  the  spring  of  1893  he  was  elected  Supervisor 
of  his  township.  A  leading  and  honored  Mason, 
he  is  now  considered  one  of  the  best-posted  Ma- 
sons in  western  Michigan.  He  is  a  promising  young 
man  of  more  than  average  ability,  and  it  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  add  that  he  is  held  in  high  repute  by 
the  citizens  of  Coloma  and  the  adjacent  country 
on  account  of  his  good  character  and  pleasing 
qualities. 


hIRAM  SMITH  is  another  one  of  the  promi- 
;  nent  citizens  of  the  county  who  claim  New 
York  as  their  native  State,  his  birth  occur- 
ring in  Genesee  County,  near  Lockport, 
January  15,  1838,  and  he  has  all  those  characteris- 
tics of  thrift,  energy  and  industry  so  common  to 
the  average  New  Yorker.  His  parents,  Samuel 
and  Frances  (Fordom)  Smith,  were  of  English  and 
Welsh-Scotch  extraction,  respectively,  but  aside 
from  that  but  little  further  is  known  of  the  early 
history  of  the  family. 

Our  subject's  parents  had  thirteen  children. 
Emily  married  William  Owens,  and  became  the 
mother  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  They  re- 
side in  Calvin  Township.     Esther,  who   first  mar- 
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ried  William  Hickley,  became  the  mother  of  three 
children,  but  only  one  child  lived.  Her  second 
marriage  was  to  Ransom  J.  Osborn,  by  whom  she 
had  one  child.  She  is  now  residing  in  Calvin 
Township,  this  connty.  Chauncy  married  Miss 
Frankie  A.  Wayne,  and  served  three  years  in  the 
Civil  War.  He  was  captured  at  Murfreesboro. 
Mary  F,  married  Jeremiah  Chowgo,  by  whom  she 
had  three  children,  and  after  his  death  she  mar- 
ried Madison  Maston.  Lovisa  married  Silas  Bump, 
and  subsequently  went  to  Kansas,  where  thej^  now 
reside.  They  have  four  children.  Alvira  married 
Frank  Hilton,  and  died  leaving  three  children.  Jo- 
sephus  died  when  young.  Russel  married  Alfaretta 
Allen,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children.  Af- 
ter his  death  his  widow  married  our  subject. 
Lewis  married  Lourin  Carmichael,  but  after  her 
death  was  married  to  Miss  Oma  Schuttle,  who  bore 
him  two  children.  They  reside  in  Calvin  Town- 
ship. Harvey  married  Alta  Osborn.  Amos  mar- 
ried Olive  Niver,  by  whom  he  has  three  children. 
They  reside  in  this  township. 

The  father  of  our  subject  left  New  York  State 
for  Michigan  in  1838  with  an  ox-team,  and  settled 
in  Calvin  Township,  this  county,  where  he  tilled 
the  soil  for  many  years.  His  death  occurred  on 
this  farm  in  July,  1888,  when  seventy-seven  years 
of  age,  and  his  widow  too  passed  away  on  the  old 
homestead,  in  the  spring  of  1893.  when  seventy- 
two  years  of  age.  They  were  worthy  and  re- 
spected citizens.  Our  subject  was  but  six  months 
old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Cass  County, 
and  of  course  all  his  recollections  are  of  this  State. 
He  grew  to  sturdy  manhood  in  the  wilderness  of 
Michigan,  but  on  account  of  being  obliged  to 
work  hard  in  youth,  his  educational  advantages 
were  rather  neglected. 

When  eighteen  years  of  age,  our  subject  decided 
that  it  was  not  best  for  man  to  live  alone,  and  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Hannah  J.  Haden.  This 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children. 
Charles  is  a  resident  of  Elkhart,  Ind.  Fred  married 
Millie  Day,  and  they  have  two  children,  Glennie 
and  Jessie.  He  and  his  wife  reside  on  a  part 
of  our  subject's  farm.  Edward  married  Lorena 
Cope,  and  they  have  one  child,  and  reside  in  Elk- 
hart, Ind.    Mr.  Smith  lost  his  estimq,ble  companion 


December  18,  1885,  and  in  1886  he  married  his 
present  wife,  she  being  the  widow  of  his  brother 
Russel.  They  have  two  children,  Stephen  and 
Herman. 

On  the  2d  of  September,  1864,  Mr.  Smith  en- 
listed in  Company-  I,  Twelfth  Michigan  Regiment, 
and  served  one  year.  The  battle  of  Bull  Run  was 
the  only  engagement  of  note  in  which  he  partici- 
pated, for  he  was  on  detached  duty  in  Arkansas 
and  Indian  Territory  most  of  the  time.  On  the 
9th  of  September,  1865,  he  was  discharged  at  Cam- 
den, Ark.,  and  returned  to  the  peaceful  pursuit  of 
farming.  Since  the  war  he  has  resided  on  his 
present  property,  where  he  had  settled  shortly  af- 
ter his  first  marriage,  and  he  is  one  of  the  foremost 
agriculturists  of  the  county.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  in  politics 
has  ever  been  a  Republican.  He  has  never  aspired 
to  political  honors,  and  has  never  held  a  township 
office,  preferring  to  devote  all  his  energies  to  the 
farm. 


■  ■»J  i>'i  »■»!■  *» 


(^  I^ILLIAM  11.  BEESON.  Cass  County  num- 
\  rJ/l  bers  among  its  citizens  none  who  occup}' 
^^^  a  higher  position  in  the  regard  of  their 
neighbors  and  friends  than  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  who  is  a  practical  and  successful  farmer 
residing  on  section  20,  La  Grange  Township.  The 
family  of  which  he  is  an  honored  representative 
was  represented  in  America  during  the  early 
Colonial  days,  and  has,  since  that  time,  been 
closely  connected  with  the  progress  of  the  coun- 
try. In  an  early  day  three  brothers  of  this  name 
emigrated  from  England  to  the  United  States,  one 
of  whom  located  in  Virginia,  while  John  settled  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  Richard  went  to  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Of  these  three  brothers  the  biographer  is  espe- 
cially interested  in  Richard.  He  married,  reared 
his  family  and  passed  his  entire  life  in  North 
Carolina,  where  he  followed  farming  pursuits.  He 
was  a  Quaker  "and  a  strong  an ti -slavery  man, 
posseasing   the   peaceful,  liberty-loving  i\n(\  kind 
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characteristics  of  that  society.  Among  liis  chil- 
dren was  a  son  Isaac,  who  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
removed  to  Kentucky,  residing  there  for  one  year. 
Thence,  about  1795,  he  went  to  Indiana  and  made 
settlement  in  Wayne  County.  After  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Mary  Ram  bo,  lie  located  on  a  farm  four 
miles  from  Richmond,  in  the  midst  of  a  heavily 
timbered  section  of  country,  where  the  principal 
inhabitants  were  Indians.  He  operated  a  dis- 
tillery for  about  twenty  years,  but  became  dis- 
gusted with  the  business  and  turned  his  attention 
exclusivelj'  to  stock-raising  and  farming,  becoming 
one  of  the  most  extensive  stock-raisers  in  that 
part  of  Indiana.  Politically,  he  was  a  Whig,  and 
was  strong  in  his  opposition  to  slavery.  A  member 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  until  marriage,  and  a 
man  of  great  piety,  he  was  highlj^  esteemed 
throughout  the  cammunity  where  his  active  life 
was  passed.  Elis  death  occurred  in  1840,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-four  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Jesse  Beeson,  was  born 
December  10,  1807,  and  remained  in  the  parental 
home  until  his  marriage  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  his  wife  being  Ann,  the  daughter  of  Henry 
Renesten.  In  his  youth  he  worked  in  his  father's 
distiller}',  but  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  his 
father  abandoned  the  business  and  he  afterward 
conducted  farming  pursuits.  Upon  establishing 
domestic  ties,  his  father  gave  him  sixty  acres  of 
unimproved  land,  but  he  remained  upon  it  onl^'  a 
short  time,  removing  thence  to  Michigan  in  1833. 
In  1830  he  had  made  an  excursion  to  this  State 
on  horseback,  with  a  view  to  selecting  a  suitable 
location,  and  returned  to  Indiana  via  Chicago,  at 
that  time  a  military  post.  In  1833  he  located 
with  his  family  near  Niles,  but  about  the  same 
time  purchased  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in 
Cass  County.  In  his  journey  to  Michigan  he 
traveled  with  four  ox-teams  and  two  horses,  his 
wife  riding  one  of  the  horses  and  carrying  her  in- 
fant in  her  arms.  In  February,  1834,  he  removed 
to  his  farm  in  La  Grange  Township,  but  after  five 
years  spent  there,  he  moved  a  few  miles  further 
south  and  purchased  two  hundred  and  five  acres. 
Tins  property  he  lived  to  see  improved  and  mostly 
under  cultivation. 

While  devoting  his  attention   principally  to  his 


farming  pursuits,  Jesse  Beeson  found  time  to 
inform  himself  upon  all  topics  of  general  interest, 
and  was  a  man  of  broad  information  upon  all 
subjects.  In  religious  belief  he  was  non-sectarian, 
and  to  some  extent  believed  in  the  teachings  of 
spiritualism.  His  first  wife  died  in  1869,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-six  years..  They  had  been  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
The  others  are:  William  IL,  of  this  sketch;  Isaac 
N.;  Benjamin  F.:  Mary  J.,  Mrs.  David  Huff,  who 
died  February  17,  1893;  Lurany,  Mrs.  Austin 
Dixon;  Eliza  A.,  the  wife  of  Nathaniel  Defoe; 
Laura,  who  married  Robert  Cameron;  and  Ander- 
son G.  Mr.  Beeson  married  for  his  second  wife 
Mrs.  Mary  Blue,  daughter  of  Hugh  Gardner  and  a 
half-sister  of  his  former  wife.  A  stanch  Whig  in 
his  political  belief,  he  was  prominently  identified 
with  political  affairs  in  his  section.  In  1852  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  during  his 
term  opposed  the  railroad  franchise  bill,  which  de- 
feated liim  for  a  second  nomination.  He  also 
held  many  local  township  and  county  offices,  in 
which  he  served  with  fidelity  to  the  interests  of 
the  people.  His  death  occurred  on  the  19th  of 
February,  1888. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Wayne  . 
County,  Ind.,  March  25,  1829.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  Niles  and  Al- 
bion, and  in  1851  made  his  first  trip  away  from 
home.  He  had  been  in  poor  healtli  for  some  time, 
and,  thinking  to  benefit  himself  physically  as  well 
as  to  make  a  fortune  in  the  El  Dorado  of  the 
Argonauts,  he  went  to  California,  making  the 
trip  via  New  York  to  Aspinwall  and  thence  to 
San  Francisco  and  vSacraniento.  For  four  years  he 
worked  in  mines  at  various  places,  meeting  with 
excellent  success  in  his  speculations.  In  addition 
to  mining,  he  engaged  to  some  extent  in  the 
stock  business.  He  returned  home  via  water, 
reaching  Michigan  in  1856.  He  remained  at  home 
for  two  years,  then  traveled  through  I  llinois,  Iowa 
and  Missouri. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Beeson  occurred  in 
1861,  at  which  time  he  was  united  with  Margaret, 
daughter  of  George  Fin  ley,  of  Kalamazoo.  One 
child  was  born  of  this  union,  Jesse,  now  deceased. 
The  second  marriasje  of  Mr.  Beeson  united  him  with 
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Miss  Maria,  daughter  of  Fredrick  Churchill,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  one  son,  Isaac.  After 
the  death  of  this  lady,  our  subject  married  Mrs. 
Mehssa  Shingledicker,  the  daughter  of  Clayburn 
Shingledicker,  and  a  native  of  Cass  County.  They 
have  reared  five  children:  George;  Anna  A.,  the 
wife  of  Rhett  Gould;  John;  Charles;  and  Laura. 
Delia  died  at  the  age  of  five  years.  In  his  politi- 
cal belief,  Mr.  Beeson  is  non-partisan  in  local 
affairs,  and  Democratic  in  his  support  of  national 
issues.  In  former  years  he  was  first  a  Whig  and 
later  a  Republican.  He  is  a  man  who  is  highly 
regarded  and  enjoys  the  esteem  of  his  large  circle 
of  acquaintances. 


HARLES  E.  SWEpyr,  Prosecuting  Attorney 
of  Cass  County,  and  a  prominent  resident 
-yj  of  Dowagiac,  was  born  in  Keeler,  Van 
Buren  County,  Mich.,  March  11,  1860.  He  traces 
his  lineage  to  good  old  Revolutionary  stock,  his 
paternal  great-grandfather  having  served  in  the 
defense  of  the  Colonies  during  the  war  with  Eng- 
land. His  grandfather,  Ezra  Sweet,  was  a  native 
of  Vermont,  and  the  father  of  our  subject.  Dr.  J. 
Elliott  Sweet,  was  also  born  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State.  The  latter  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  re- 
ceived his  literary  education  at  Townshend  (Vt.) 
Academy.  Coming  to  Michigan  in  1844,  he  studied 
medicine  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  also  under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr. 
Andrews,  of  Paw  Paw. 

Prior  to  beginning  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. Dr.  Sweet  engaged  in  teaching  in  Eaton  and 
Van  Buren  Counties  and  the  cities  of  Battle  Creek 
and  Kalamazoo.  He  opened  an  office  for  general 
practice  at  Mattawan,  Van  Buren  County,  in  1855, 
and  remained  there  about  four  years,  at  which 
time  he  removed  to  Keeler,  Van  Buren  County, 
and  was  a  general  practitioner  at  that  place  until 
1874.  He  has  now  retired  from  active  profes- 
sional work,  and  devotes  his  attention  to  a  gen- 
eral insurance  business   at    Hartford,  this   State. 


For  a  number  of  years  he  served  as  Superintendent 
of  Schools,  and  his  interest  in  educational  matters 
has  resulted  in  great  good  to  the  ccTmmunity,  as 
he  has  succeeded  in  elevating  the  standard  of 
scholarship  and  instruction.  At  present  he  is  fill- 
ing the  position  of  Clerk  of  his  township. 

In  1853  Dr.  Sweet  married  Miss  Mary  A. 
Adsitt,  who  was  born  in  New  York.  She  died 
during  the  infancy  of  our  subject,  and  Dr.  Sweet 
afterward  married  Miss  Rachel  E.  Pletcher,  who  is 
still  living.  Dr.  Sweet  had  three  children  by  his 
first  marriage:  Elliott,  deceased;  Mar}^  A.,  wife  of 
Elmer  Thayer,  of  Nebraska;  and  Charles  E.,  of 
this  sketch.  Politically,  the  father  was  in  former 
years  a  Democrat,  but  is  now  a  Republican.  He 
has  held  numerous  official  positions,  including  the 
offices  of  School  Inspector,  School  P^xaminer  and 
School  Superintendent,  having  always  taken  a 
peculiar  interest  in  educational  matters.  A  man 
of  strong  religious  convictions,  he  is  at  present  a 
Deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  carpenter 
by  trade,  and  for  a  time  resided  in  Paw  Paw, 
Mich.,  but  removed  later  to  a  farm  near  Bangor, 
and  from  that  place  to  Benton,  Eaton  County, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1876. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  our  subject  ac- 
companied his  father  from  Keeler  Township,  Van 
Buren  County,  to  Hartford,  Mich.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1884.  When  nineteen  years  old  he 
commenced  to  teach,  and  followed  that  profession 
in  the  schools  of  Keeler  and  Hartford  Townships, 
Van  Buren  County,  also  in  Cass  County.  Alto- 
gether he  taught  fourteen  terms,  a  period  of  about 
six  years.  He  ceased  teaching  in  order  to  give 
his  entire  attention  to  the  study  of  law,  which  he 
conducted  undei-  the  preceptorship  of  Spafford 
Try  on,  of  Dowagiac.  He  pursued  his  studies  from 
January,  1884,  until  April,  1886,  when  he  was 
elected  City  Justice,  after  which  he  continued  to 
read  law  in  his  own  office  until  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar,  October  4,  1886.  Afterward  he  spent 
a  year  in  the  law  department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  graduating  with  the  Class  of  '91,  and 
taking  the  degree  of  LL.  B. 

The  lady  who  in  1887  became  the  wife  of 
Charles   E.  Sweet  was   formerly    Miss   Grace    L. 
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Rouse.  Her  father,  Dr.  Lyman  V.  Rouse,  was  a 
native  of  New  York  and  a  prominent  ph3'sician 
of  Dowagiac.  Mrs.  Sweet  was  born  and  reared  in 
Dowagiac,  and  is  an  accomplished  lady.  She 
takes  great  interest  in  painting,  for  which  she  has 
a  natural  talent,  and  at  the  Dowagiac  Union  Fair 
last  autumn  (1892)  many  of  her  pieces  were  on 
exhibition  and  received  first  premiums,  being  uni- 
versally admired.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sweet  have  one 
child,  Elizabeth.  They  have  an  elegant  residence 
on  the  corner  of  Courtland  and  Green  Streets, 
which  is  embellished  with  lovely  furnishings  and 
all  the  modern  conveniences. 

Politically,  Mr.  Sweet  is  a  Republican.  In  1892 
he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney,  and  is  still 
filling  that  position.  From  1887  until  1891  he 
served  as  Circuit  Court  Commissioner,  and  he  is 
now  City  Attorney  at  Dowagiac,  having  filled 
that  office  for  three  terms.  He  is  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  and  is  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter.  He  is 
also  identihed  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and 
is  Prelate  of  the  lodge.  For  two  years  he  was 
Commander  of  the  Maccabees,  and  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  On 
numerous  occasions  he  has  been  delegate  to  State 
and  congressional  conventions.  His  library  is 
one  of  the  tinest  m  the  State,  and  he  is  continual!}^ 
adding  to  it.  He  has  a  large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice, and  is  a  hard  man  to  find  at  leisure. 


^♦♦♦•I*,^ 


'♦♦♦♦V^ 


AijURTON    JARVIS.     Among    the  venerable 
■^^    -esidents  of   Niles   Township  there   is  not 


one  who  has  warmer  friends  or  is  more 
truly  honored  by  his  neighbors  than  he 
whose  name  we  have  just  given.  His  long  life  of 
industry  and  usefulness,  and  his  record  for  integ- 
rity and  true-hearted  faithfulness  in  all  the  rela- 
tions of  life,  have  given  him  a  hold  upon  the 
community  which  all  might  well  desire  to  share. 

Mr.  Jarvis  claims  North  Carolina  as  his  native 
State,  and  was  born  in  Rowan  County  September 
6,  1816.  His  parents,  Zadock  and  Lucy  (O wings) 
Jarvis,  were  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Mary- 


land respectively.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Za- 
dock Jarvis,  was  of  English  origin,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed that  he  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  although 
nothing  definite  is  known.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  as  was  also  our  subject's 
maternal  grandfather,  Basil  Owings. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  1812 
or  1813,  and  later  moved  to  Indiana,  where  they 
rented  a  farm  in  Wayne  County.  In  1835  the3^ 
came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  La  Grange  Town- 
ship, Cass  County,  where  they  passed  the  remainder 
of  their  days,  the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two,  and  the  mother  when  ninety-two  years  of 
age.  Of  the  seven  children  born  to  their  union, 
four  were  sons  and  the  remainder  daughters,  and 
all  lived  to  mature  years.  Sarah,  wife  of  James 
Moore,  is  now  deceased;  Polly,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Sparkes;  Edith,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Jonathan  Roe;  Burton  is  our  subject;  Nor- 
man resides  in  Dowagiac,  Mich.;  Benjamin  is  de- 
ceased; and  Zadock  is  now  residing  in   Dowagiac. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  but  eight  years 
of  age  when  he  went  to  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  and 
he  remained  there  for  ten  years.  When  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  came  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  and 
in  1835  he  found  his  way  into  Berrien  County, 
where  he  worked  for  a  Mr.  Griftin,  clearing  land 
at  111)  per  acre.  After  working  for  two  months, 
he  went  to  boating  on  the  St.  Joseph  River,  from 
South  Bend  and  Niles  to  the  Lakes,  and  followed 
this  until  about  1840.  The  same  year  he  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Sparks,  a  native  of  Wayne  County, 
Ind.,  and  subsequently  settled  in  Niles  Township 
on  section  12.  In  1842  he  bought  an  eighty-acre 
farm,  unimproved,  and  on  this  erected  a  small  log 
cabin,  the  logs  of  which  he  cut  himself  from  his 
land.  He  tUen  began  clearing  the  farm  of  the 
heavy  timber  with  which  it  was  covered. and  after 
years  of  hard  work  he  was  rewarded,  for  he  had 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county.  To  the  orig- 
inal tract  he  added  from  time  to  time  until  he 
owned  three  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  and  he  sold 
two  hundred  acres  of  this  land  at  $110  per  acre. 
He  has  much  of  the  latest  improved  machinery  for 
expediting  work,  and  although  he  is  getting  well 
along  in  years  he  still   does  much   work   himself. 

Mr.  Jarvis'  accumulations  have  been   the   result 
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of  years  of  hard  work  on  the  part  of  himself  and 
his  most  worthy  companion,  for  they  commenced 
with  little  or  nothing.  When  he  first  entered 
Michigan  he  had  the  large  sum  of  twenty-five 
cents,  and  he  first  hired  out  to  drive  cattle,  re- 
ceiving three  shillings  per  duy.  Many  times  he 
would  be  out  at  work  by  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  after  going  without  dinner  would  have  a 
late  supper.  He  remained  on  the  farm  where  he 
first  settled  until  1883,  and  then  moved  to  Bu- 
chanan, where  he  remained  for  two  years.  This 
was  while  he  was  building  his  present  fine  resi- 
dence. In  1886  he  returned  to  the  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  acres,  and  on  this  he  has  since 
resided,  although  he  rents  the  land.  Mr.  Jarvis 
and  wife  have  buried  five  children.  Lucy  was  the 
wife  of  Frank  H.  Berrick,  and  died  when  about 
forty-four  years  of  age;  John  was  in  the  hardware 
business  in  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  and  died  when  about 
twenty-four  years  of  age;  Zed  died  when  about 
twenty-eight  years  of  age;  Matilda  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  Ezra  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years. 
All  were  born  on  section  12,  Niles  Township.  Mr. 
Jarvis  was  at  one  time  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but 
after  the  war  he  became  a  Republican,  and  still 
later  a  Greenbacker,  being  the  latter  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 


r' 


^^^ 


I^^REDERICK  SMITH.  Among  the  many 
Isi^  prominent,  enterprising  and  successful  citi- 
/il  zens  of  Cass  County  is  the  worthy  gentle- 
man whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  His  life  of 
industry  and  usefulness,  and  his  record  for  integ- 
rity and  true-hearted  faithfulness  in  all  the  rela- 
tions of  life,  have  given  him  a  hold  upon  the  com- 
munity which  all  might  well  desire  to  share.  A 
native  of  Hesse-Cassel,  Germany,  born  January 
15,  1837,  he  has  inherited  all  the  best  character- 
istics of  that  nationality. 

Mr.  Smith  was  the  eldest  of  five  children  born 
to  the  marriage  of  David  and  Gertrude  Smith, 
natives  of  Hesse-Cassel,  and  when  but  fifteen  vears 


of  age,  with  his  sister,  took  passage  for  America. 
After  landing  in  the  city  of  New  York,  they  re- 
mained there  for  some  time,  but  in  1852  our  sub- 
ject decided  to  go  West.  He  came  as  far  West  as 
Detroit,  and,  after  working  in  a  brick3^ard  for  a 
month,  was  taken  sick  with  fever  and  ague,  and 
was  in  the  hospital  all  winter.  The  following 
spring  he  hired  out  to  a  farmer  for  $7  per  month, 
but  during  the  following  winter  he  received  but 
$3  per  month.  He  remained  with  this  farmer  for 
two  years. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  parents  of  our  subject  de- 
cided to  cross  over  to  the  "land  of  the  free,'*  and 
in  the  j^ear  1853  they  took  passage  to  America. 
A  few  days  after  sailing  the  mother  was  taken 
sick  and  died,  and  when  within  one  mile  of  the 
Jersey  coast  the  vessel  was  wrecked  and  the  fa- 
ther and  the  youngest  son  lost.  One  son,  George 
W.,  was  saved,  and  now  resides  in   St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Our  subject  attended  the  schools  of  his  native 
country  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  but,  being 
the  eldest  son,  he  was  obliged  to  assist  his  father 
to  make  a  living.  While  residing  in  Michigan, 
he  worked  for  the  farmers  around  Ypsilanti  until 
1 857,  when  he  went  to  Constantine,  that  State.  In 
the  fall  of  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  Chandler  Home 
Guards,  and  after  tbey  disbanded  he  enlisted  in 
the  Sixth  Michigan  Light  Artillery  as  a  private 
under  Capt.  Andrews.  He  was  sent  to  Kentucky 
on  garrison  duty,  and  was  at  West  Point  six 
months.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Frank- 
fort, and  then  went  back  to  Louisville,  where  his 
company  was  re-organized.  From  there  he  went 
to  Knoxville,  afterward  joined  Gen.  Sherman's 
army,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Resaca,  numerous 
skirmishes  and  the  battle  of  Atlanta.  He  was 
under  Gen.  Thomas  against  Hood  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Nashville.  From  there  he 
was  sent  to  Washington,  D.  C,  thence  to  Raleigh, 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Bridges'  Cross 
Roads.  Then,  joining  Sherman  at  Greenville, 
he  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Johnson's 
army,  and  remained  there  until  sent  home,  re- 
ceiving his  discharge  in  July,  1865,  at  Jackson, 
this  State.  He  was  a  good  soldier  and  was  ever 
ready  for  duty. 

Returning  to  Constantine,  Mr.  Smith  remained 
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there  for  some  lime  and  then  came  to  Cass  Coun- 
ty, where  he  purchased  seventy-three  acres  of 
wild  timber-land.  In  the  fall  of  1865  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sallie  M.  Pine,  a  native  of  Washte- 
naw County,  Mich.,  born  in  1839,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  A.  Pine,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this 
State.  After  marriage  they  settled  on  the  new 
farm  in  a  log  house,  and,  although  they  had  lit- 
tle to  start  with,  they  went  actively  to  work  and 
soon  gained  a  solid  footing.  From  time  to  time, 
as  his  means  allowed,  Mr.  Smith  added  to  the  orig- 
inal tract,  until  at  the  present  time  he  is  the  owner 
of  one  liundred  and  forty-six  acres  of  land,  with 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  under  cultivation. 
He  built  a  good,  substantial  residence  at  a  cost  of 
$1,500,  and  everything  about  his  place  indicates 
that  the  owner  is  a  man  of  energy  and  persever- 
ance. All  this  is  the  result  of  his  and  his  wife's 
untiring  energy,  for  during  the  early  part  of  their 
career  they  saw  little  rest. 

Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith,  three  of  whom  are  living:  George  N.,  Nora 
V.  and  Fred  U.  All  have  had  good  educational 
advantages,  and  Nora  has  a  certificate  to  teach. 
In  politics  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  post  at  Decatur,  and 
is  recognized  by  one  and  all  as  one  of  the  coun- 
ty's  best  citizens. 


-^^-— ^ 


NDREW  ALDRICH.  Possessing  those 
qualities  of  industry  and  energy  which  are 
i)  characteristic  of  the  people  of  New  York 
State  birth,  no  worthy  reference  to  the 
agricultural  affairs  of  Cass  County  would  be  com- 
plete without  mention  of  Mr.  Aldrich,  among 
others  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  He  is  a  self- 
made  man  in  every  sense  of  that  much-abused 
term,  and  is  possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  en- 
ergy and  force  of  character,  no  agriculturist  of 
this  region  deserving  greater  success  in  the  con- 
duct and  management  of  his  farm  than  he. 

Mr.  Aldrich  was  born  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y., 
November  3,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Bert  and  Betsey 


A.  (Lindsey)  Aldrich,  also  natives  of  the  Empire 
State.  The  paternal  grandfather's  name  was  also 
Bert.  Bert  Aldrich,  Jr.,  was  a  sailor  on  the  Lakes 
and  followed  that  calling  the  principal  part  of  his 
life.  He  was  married  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y., 
to  Miss  Betsey  Lindsey,  who  bore  him  four  chil- 
dren: Stephen;  Andrew,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Minnie,  wife  of  James  Hammond;  and  one  who 
died  in  infancy.  For  many  years  the  parents  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
during  that  time  they  were  active  workers  in  the 
same  and  liberal  contributors  to  its  supj)ort.  In 
politics  Mr.  Aldrich  supported  the  measures  of  the 
Republican  party  and  took  a  deep  interest  in  its 
welfare.  He  brought  his  family  to  Michigan  in 
the  '50s,  and  located  in  Sanilac  County,  where  he 
resided  for  some  time.  His  death  occurred  in  1862. 
His  widow  was  married  to  James  H.  Moore  and  by 
this  union  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  a  son, 
Charles.  She  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home 
in  Missouri. 

From  this  brief  and  incomplete  review  of  the 
life  record  of  our  subject  it  will  be  seen  that  his 
life  from  earliest  youth  up  to  the  present  time  has 
not  been  uselessly  or  idly  spent.  He  is  well  and 
favorably  known  to  a  host  of  acquaintances  in  this 
community,  and  is  a  fair  example  of  what  can  be 
accomplished  by  industry  and  perseverance.  At 
the  early  age  of  twelve  years  he  was  obliged  to 
begin  life  for  himself,  and  he  first  worked  out  by 
the  month  on  a  farm.  He  continued  this  for 
about  twelve  years  in  Michigan  and  having  saved 
up  some  of  his  wages  he  bought  his  present  fine 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres.  This 
he  has  improved  in  every  way  and  as  a  farmer  he 
ranks  second  to  none  in  the  township.  Every 
thing  about  his  place  proclaims  him  one  who  thor- 
oughly understands  his  business,  and  that  he  has 
made  a  success  of  his  chosen  calling  cannot  be 
doubted  for  a  moment  when  a  glance  is  cast  over 
his  broad  acres. 

When  twenty-four  years  of  age  Andrew  Aldrich 
was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Dewey,  a  native  of  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  and  the  daughter  of  Aaron  and 
Betsey  (Simpson)  Dewey.  Mr.  Dewey  was  an 
early  pioneer  of  Cass  County  and  Dewey  Lake  was 
named  after  his  father,  who  was  an  early  settler  in 
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this  part  of  the  county.  In  politics  our  subject  is 
a  Republican,  but  is  not  a  strict  party  man,  voting 
more  for  principle  than  for  party.  Socially,  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  Dowagiac. 


eAPT.  MURWIN  C.  BARNES.  The  firm  of 
Clock  (fe  Barnes  was  established  in  1888,  at 
St.  Joseph,  and  since  the  inception  of  the 
enterprise  they  have  enjoyed  a  steadily  increasing 
business  as  dealers  in  watches,  clocks,  jewelry,  dia- 
monds, etc.  Being  thoroughly  accurate  and  re- 
liable in  all  their  transactions  and  representations, 
they  possess  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  this 
section  of  Michigan,  and  to  those  desiring  to  pur- 
chase jewelry  their  establishment  undoubtedly 
offers  superior  inducements. 

The  junior  member  of  this  firm,  Capt.  Barnes, 
is  a  retired  steamboat  captain.  He  was  born  in 
Beverl}',  Canada,  in  1831,  and  was  a  child  of  three 
years  when  his  parents  brought  him  to  Michigan. 
His  ancestors  were  of  Scotch-Irish  origin,  and  the 
family  settled  in  an  early  day  in  New  York  State, 
where  the  father  of  our  subject,  Hiram  Barnes,  was 
born.  The  mother  was  known  in  maidenhood  as 
Jane  Lewis.  This  worthy  couple  are  now  de- 
ceased. 

Reared  from  infancy  in  Berrien  County,  Capt. 
Barnes  recalls  no  other  home  than  this.  He  was 
the  recipient  of  common-school  advantages  in  his 
youth,  but  his  time  was  principally  occupied  in 
the  various  duties  connected  with  rural  life.  At 
tlie  age  of  twenty-two,  during  the  days  of  the  gold 
excitement,  he  was  seized  with  the  fever,  and  jour- 
neyed across  the  plains  to  California,  reaching  that 
State  after  a  tedious  and  uneventful  trip.  His 
principal  occupation  in  California  was  that  of 
farming,  in  which  he  engaged  successfully  until 
1856.  He  then  returned  to  his  Michigan  home  and 
began  steam  boating. 

Having  purchased  three  tugs,  Capt.  Barnes  ran 
these  in  partnership  with  John  Wallace,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Wallace  &  Barnes,  which  connection 
continued  sixteen  years.     In  1883  he  closed  out 


his  steamboat  business  and  established  a  drug  store 
in  partnership  with  E.  S.  Curran,  continuing  thus 
engaged  for  eighteen  months.  In  1887,  in  com- 
pany with  Warren  Ballengee,  of  St.  Joseph,  he 
built  the  St.  Joseph  &  Benton  Harbor  Street  Rail- 
road, Mr.  Barnes  being  President  and  General 
Manager,  and  Mr.  Ballengee  filling  the  position  of 
Secretary  and  Treasurer.  One  3^ear  later  the  road 
was  sold  to  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Chicago.  The  next 
move  of  the  Captain  was  to  enter  into  the  jewelry 
business,  in  which  he  is  now  engaged. 

With  the  varied  enterprises  of  St.  Joseph,  Capt. 
Barnes  is  interested,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
and  is  one  of  the  principal  stockholders  in  the  St. 
Joseph  Iron  Works.  While  he  is  not  an  active  par- 
tisan, yet  he  favors  the  Democratic  party,  and  never 
fails  to  cast  his  ballot  for  its  candidates.  He  owns 
a  cozy  and  comfortably  furnished  house  on  State 
Street,  where  he  makes  his  home.  His  wife,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  1873,  was  formerly  Miss 
Liza  Lightfoot,  and  their  home  is  brightened  by 
the  presence  of  three  children,  Delia,  Elmer  and 
Lillie. 


(AMES  SMITH,  a  leading  agriculturist  and 
extensive  land-holder  of  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  owns  a  magnificent  homestead  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  located 
upon  section  24,  Berrien  Township,  and  has  been 
a  constant  resident  of  his  present  locality  and 
closely  identified  with  the  progressive  interests  of 
the  State  for  more  than  three-score  years.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  Isaac  Smith,  born  in  Doyle 
County,  Ky.,  in  1800,  journeyed  with  his  parents 
to  Ohio  when  only  seven  or  eight  years  of  age, 
and  settled  in  Preble  Countj^  Later  in  life  he 
became  a  farmer  in  Indiana.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, James  Smith,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
but  in  very  early  days  made  Kentucky  his  home. 
One  of  his  sons,  Robert,  served  with  courage  in 
the  War  of  1812.  The  mother,  Martha  (Burke) 
Smith,  a  native  of  Giles  County,  Va.,  and  born  in 
1795,  was  the  daughter  of  John  Burke,  a  pioneer 
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settler  of  Ohio.  The  parents  married  in  the  Buck- 
eye State  and  emigrated  to  Indiana,  later  remov- 
ing with  two  yoke  of  ox-tearas  from  Union  Coun- 
ty, Ind.,  to  their  homestead  in  Michigan,  upon 
which  they  settled  permanently  in  the  fall  of  1830. 
Tlie  land  was  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  tim- 
ber, through  which  the  Indians  roamed,  and  to 
which  there  was  then  no  road  from  the  highway. 
The  father  assisted  in  making  the  road  to  Berrien 
Springs.  He  had  but  very  little  capital,  and  when 
he  had  purchased  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  unbroken  wildeiness,  jears  of  liard  work  faced 
him. 

With  energy  and  courageous  resolution,  Isaac 
Smith  set  himself  to  work.  He  had,  to  assist  him, 
an  ox-team  and  a  horse,  and  as  companions  of 
the  solitude  he  had  his  faithful  wife  and  three 
little  children.  His  first  care  was  to  build  a  sub- 
stantial log  house,  which  the  family  made  their 
permanent  home.  In  time  he  cleared,  cultivated 
and  improved  the  farm,  one  of  the  landmarks  of 
pioneer  days.  The  mother  passed  away  in  1857, 
the  father  surviving  her  twenty-five  years.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  is  the  only  one  now  living.  In  early  life 
a  Whig,  Isaac  Smith  later  became  a  stalwart  Repub- 
lican, and  was  a  prominent  factor  in  the  social, 
religious  and  political  enterprises  of  his  locality. 
In  religious  belief  a  Presb3/terian,  he  was  generous 
to  the  needy  and  a  kind  neighbor  in  hours  of 
sufiPering.  Energetic,  self-reliant  and  industrious, 
he  was  beloved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him. 

Our  subject,  James  Smith,  was  born  November 
2,  1827,  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  and  came  to 
Michigan  when  a  little  lad  of  three  years.  Reared 
to  manhood  on  the  old  farm,  he  attended  the  log 
schoolhouse,  and  afterward  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
instruction  in  a  select  school  in  Niles.  When 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  began  life  for  himself, 
and  adopted  the  avocation  of  his  father,  and  has 
continued  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  his  entire 
life. 

In  October,  1853,  James  Smith  and  Malvina 
Babcock  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Smith  was 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Kendall)  Babcock, 
natives  of  Stephentown,  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Babcock  were  both  born  in  the  year 
1795.  John  Babcock  studied  law  under  Judge 
Mann,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  practiced  there  until  his 
death  in  1841.  Mrs.  Babcock  survived  until  1876. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  eight 
of  whom  attained  to  adult  age,  six  yet  surviving. 
Two  sons  served  in  the  war.  H.  R.  was  with  the 
P'irst  Michigan  Cavalry  from  the  beginning  of  the 
Civil  War  to  its  close.  Allan  K.,  of  the  Seventh 
Iowa,  was  killed  at  the  second  battle  of  Corinth. 
Mrs.  Smith  was  born  November  16,  1829,  in 
Stephentown,  and  attended  school  in  that  place 
until  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  she  went  to  Che- 
mung County.  In  1844,  arriving  in  Michigan, 
she  prepared  to  teach,  and  for  several  years  pre- 
sided in  various  schools  of  the  State,  and  was  so 
successful  as  an  instructor  that  her  services  were  in 
constant  demand.  The  father  was  very  active  in 
politics  and,  although  all  his  sons  were  Republicans, 
Mr.  Babcock  remained  a  strong  Democrat  and 
with  honor  held  many  town  oflfices.  In  faith,  he 
and  his  family  were  Episcopalians.  The  mother 
joined  her  children  in  Michigan  in  1858. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  were  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  four  children,  three  of  whom  yet  survive. 
Martha  is  the  eldest-born;  Mary,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  H.  C  Corell,  and  left  one  child,  Anna 
Claudine;  Dr.  Ethan  H.  practices  medicine  in 
Santa  Clara,  Cal.;  Charlie  R.  is  the  youngest-born. 
The  estimable  wife  of  our  subject  is  a  valued  mem- 
ber of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  and  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  Sunday-school  and  is  known 
as  a  woman  of  high  principles  and  earnest  charac- 
ter. Mr.  Smith  has  also  taught  in  the  Sunday- 
school  for  fourteen  years  and  has  had  a  class  av- 
erage of  twenty  scholars.  He  has  likewise  served 
as  Treasurer.  Miss  Martha  is  a  teacher  in  the 
Sunday-school  and  has  also  been  Secretary  of  the 
Pokagon  Township  Sunday-school  Association  for 
eleven  years.  The  parents  and  their  daughter  and 
sons  occupy  social  positions  of  usefulness  and  in- 
fluence and  have  a  host  of  friends.  The  daughters, 
graduating  from  the  Niles  High  School,  were  both 
proficient  in  music  and  enjoyed  extended  advan- 
tage for  a  thorough  education  and  the  study  of 
art  and  music.  The  eldest  son,  Dr.  Ethan  H., 
was  a  student  in  the  classical  course  at  the  Uni- 
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versity  of  Ann  Arbor  and  also  entered  the  med- 
ical department,  and  graduated  from  Belleviie 
Medical  Hospital  College  in  1889.  For  forty 
years  our  subject  has  been  fraternally  connected 
with  the  lodge  of  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons 
of  Berrien  Springs.  A  Republican  since  the  organ- 
ization of  the  party,  he  takes  a  deep  interest  in 
local  and  national  issues  and  has  frequently  served 
his  party  with  ability  as  a  delegate  to  conventions, 
but  has  never  desired  nomination  for  office,  al- 
though frequently  solicited  to  allow  the  use  of  his 
name  as  a  candidate.  Financially  prospered,  Mr. 
Smith  owns  eight  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land, 
and  upon  his  finely  improved  homestead  profitably 
conducts  general  farming,  and  raises  some  of  the 
best  stock  (principally  horses)  handled  in  the 
county.  A  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  superior 
business  attainments,  our  subject  commands  the 
high  regard  of  all  his  fellow-townsmen  and  of  his 
wide  acquaintance  throughout  the  State. 


~^Ir: 


;5^^ ORRIS  A.  LIVP:NG00D.  No  State  in  the 
forty-four  gives  greater  encouragement  to 
a  man  who  desires  to  devote  himself  to 
agricultural  life  tiian  does  Michigan.  Its  resources 
are  almost  inexhaustible  and  its  climate  adapted  to 
the  cultivation  of  various  crops.  As  a  fruit-grow- 
ing country  it  is  unexcelled,  and  for  raising  grain 
and  stock  it  is  truly  notable.  Our  subject  is  one 
who  has  found  success  in  this  line  of  agriculture, 
and  although  young  in  years  he  is  one  of  the  fore- 
most farmers  in  his  locality.  He  was  born  near 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  in  1860,  and  was  the  onlj^  child 
resulting  from  the  marriage  of  Peter  H.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Austin)  Livengood,  natives  also  of  Ohio, 
and  of  German  and  English  descent  respectively. 
The  father  now  resides  in  Stevensville,  this  county, 
where  he  located  in  1884,  and  is  actively  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits. 

Norris  A.  Livengood  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
parents  when  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  but 
previous  to  that  had  been  a  resident  of  Indiana, 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated.     P'or  some  time 


he  attended  the  State  Normal  School  at  Valparaiso, 
Ind.,  and  there  laid  the  foundation  for  his  subse- 
quent prosperous  career.  After  coming  to  Michi- 
gan he  engaged  in  farming  with  his  father,  and  as 
he  inherited  the  progress  and  push  of  his  English 
ancestors,  as  well  as  the  indomitable  energy  and 
industry  of  the  Teutonic  element,  his  success  was 
assured  from  the  first.  In  1882  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Anna  Louisa  Myers,  a  daughter  of  Philip 
H.  Myers,  who  was  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of, 
Berrien  County. 

Mr.  Myers  was  horn  in  Germany,  and  came  to 
America  in  1858,  landing  in  this  country  with  lim- 
ited means.  He  came  immediately  to  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  and  being  thrifty  and  industrious, 
he  began  to  accumulate  property.  At  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1890,  he  was  one  of 
the  largest  tax-payers,  if  not  the  largest  tax-payer, 
in  the  county,  all  the  result  of  his  industry  and 
perseverance.  Being  a  gentleman  of  reserved 
habits,  he  mixed  but  little  with  the  general  public, 
although  in  early  life  he  took  quite  a  deep  inter- 
est in  all  matters  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the 
county.  Being  almost  too  old  for  service,  he  did 
not  participate  in  the  Civil  War.  In  1890  he  re- 
turned to  visit  the  Fatherland,  remaining  therefor 
six  months,  but  the  love  for  his  adojited  country 
called  him  back.  He  was  taken  sick  on  his  return 
trip  and  died  in  the  city  of  New  York.  His  re- 
mains were  shipped  to  his  sorrowing  family  and 
interred  in  Hinman  Cemeteiy,  in  this  township. 

His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Catherine 
Knoose,  was  also  a  native  of  Germany.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Myers  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  four 
of  whom  died  when  small.  Of  those  living,  the 
eldest  is  Mary,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Albeit  Hen- 
drix;  Margaret  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Schuler; 
Elizabeth,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Conrad  Young; 
Philip  J.  is  next  in  order;  and  Anna  Louisa  is  the 
wife  of  our  subject. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Myers  was  the  owner 
of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  with 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  under  cultivation. 
He  had  a  splendid  residence,  substantial  outbuild- 
ings, etc.,  and  a  glance  over  his  broad  acres  would 
tell  one  the  kind  of  farmer  that  he  was.  In  con- 
nection with  farming  he  was  also  actively  engaged 
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in  stock-raising,  in  which  he  was  very  successful. 
For  man}^  years  lie  was  a  prominent  member  of 
J.ake  Lodge  No.  143,  L  O.  O.  F.,  of  Bridgnian,and 
w\as  buried  with  proper  ceremonies  by  that  order. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  or 
(Jerman  Methodist,  and  his  wife  holds  membership 
in  the  same  at  the  present  time.  She  is  now  in  her 
sixty-ninth  year,  and  is  a  most  worthy  and  es- 
teemed lady. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Livengood  have  been  born  four 
children:  Piiilip  M.,  Walter  B.  H.,  Millard  M.  A. 
and  Emma  C.  Mr.  Livengood  is  a  member  of 
Lake  Lodge  No.  143,  I.  O.  ().  F.,  and  has  filled  all 
the  chairs  of  his  lodge.  He  is  guardian  for  his 
children,  who  are  the  heirs  of  the  Myers'  estate. 


».  -  ~   g^ 


\r\HlLlP  KEPH  ART,  M.  D.,  late  of  Berrien 
Springs,  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Md., 
on  the  30th  of  January,  1807.  He  was 
the  son  of  David  Kephart,  an  early  settler 
of  Maryland,  of  German  descent,  and  a  man  of 
sterling  virtues  and  indomitable  energy,  who  lived 
and  died  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  father.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Philip  Reister,  of  Reisterstown,  Md.,  and  of  direct 
German  extraction.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
enjoyed  excellent  opportunities  for  acquiring  an 
education,  advantages  far  superior  to  those  of  the 
majority  of  boys  in  that  day.  He  studied  for  some 
time  in  a  private  school  and  later  entered  Garrison 
Forest  Academy,  where  he  conducted  his  literary 
studies  for  some  time. 

Having  chosen  the  profession  of  a  physician, 
our  subject  entered  the  Baltimore  Medical  College 
and  pursued  his  studies  there  until  his  graduation 
in  1833.  After  practicing  in  Baltimore  for  a  short 
time,  he  opened  an  office  for  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  subsequently 
became  a  general  practitioner  in  Somerset  County, 
Pa.  While  there  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of 
a  young  lady  named  Susan  Kimmel,  who  was 
attending  school  m  Somerset.  As  she  became  his 
wife  on  the  2d  of  September,  1840,  some  mention 


of  her  parentage  and  life  will  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers. 

Born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  in  1822,  Susan 
Kimmel  was  a  child  of  eleven  years  when,  in  1833, 
she  accompanied  her  parents,  George  and  Mary 
(Lobengire)  Kimmel,  to  the  new  home  in  Michi- 
gan. Mr.  Kimmel  had  come  to  this  State  as  early 
as  1829,  and  pre  empted  land,  entering  ten  thou- 
sand acres  in  what  is  now  Oronoko  Township. 
Thither  he  brought  his  family  and  established  a 
home  in  the  unsettled  part  of  the  State,  clearing 
the  land  and  devoting  his  energies  to  the  tilling 
of  the  soil.  Desirous  of  giving  his  daughter  better 
advantages  than  were  afforded  in  that  newly-set- 
tled country,  he  sent  her  back  to  the  old  Pennsyl- 
vania home  to  attend  the  school  there. 

After  the  Doctor's  marriage  he  carried  on  a  gen- 
eral practice  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  for  one  year, 
and  thence  came  to  Berrien  Springs,  Mich.,  where 
he  remained  until  death  terminated  his  career. 
He  was  actively  identified  with  the  progress  of  this 
village  and  contributed  to  its  material  advance- 
ment. His  death  occurred  on  the  23d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1880,  at  which  time  it  was  recognized  that  a 
public-spirited  citizen,  skillful  physician  and  up- 
right man  had  been  removed  from  the  community, 
and  his  fellow-citizens  joined  with  the  immediate 
relatives  in  mourning  his  loss.  He  had  been  ac- 
tively interested  in  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  was  one  of  its  firm  upholders 
to  the  day  of  his  death. 


.^^.^^<^^^ 


(^_  UGH  S.  GARRETT.  No  better  citizens 
have  come  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  than 
those  who  emigrated  from  the  green  isle 
^  of  P^rin,  and  who  brought  with  them  as 
their  inheritance  the  traits  of  character  and  life 
which  have  ever  distinguished  the  race.  Among 
these,  we  find  in  Silver  Creek  Township  Mr.  Gar- 
rett, who  was  born  in  County  Dow^n,  Ireland,  in 
1825,  and  who  is  a  son  of  James  and  Sarah 
(Stewart)  Garrett.  His  grandfather,  Joseph  Gar-, 
rett,  WAS  born  ip  the  si^me  part  of  Jrejand  as  our 
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subject,  and  became  the  owner  of  an  extensive 
farm.  The  latter  passed  his  entire  life  in  his  native 
country,  was  married  there,  and  there  reared  his 
family  of  seven  children,  as  follows:  Hugh,  John, 
William,  James  (father  of  our  subject),  Daniel, 
Mary  and  Jane.  His  wife's  maiden  name  was 
P^leanor  Orr. 

All  the  children  mentioned  above  came  to  Amer- 
ica, except  the  father  of  our  subject  and  two  sis- 
ters. James  Garrett  was  reared  to  manhood  by  an 
uncle,  and  was  early  taught  the  duties  of  farm  life. 
He  also  learned  milling,  and  followed  that  in  his 
native  country  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1828.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  and  a  worthy  citizen.  He  married 
Miss  Sarah  Stewart,  and  three  children  were  born 
to  them:  Jane,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  James 
Ellison;  Mary,  deceased;  and  Hugh  8.,  our  subject. 
After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Garrett  took 
for  her  second  husband  James  Kinning,  and  re- 
mained in  Ireland  until  her  death. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  but  twenty  years 
of  age  when  his  mother  died.  At  an  early  age  he 
began  working  for  himself,  and,  as  he  was  reared 
on  a  farm,  he  became  thoroughly  familiar  with 
all  its  duties  at  an  early  age.  In  1848  he  came  to 
the  United  States  and  located  in  the  Empire  State, 
where  he  remained  two  years.  He  worked  out  by 
the  month  during  this  time,  and  then  went  to 
Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  where  for  two  years 
he  worked  out  by  the  month  and  rented  land. 
From  there  he  went  to  Franklin  County,  Ind.,  and 
was  married  in  1858  to  Miss  Jane  Ellison,  a  native 
of  Ireland,  as  were  also  her  parents,  Michael  and 
Mary  P^llison.  Two  children  have  blessed  their 
union:  William  J.,  who  married  Miss  Ada  Moore; 
and  Michael  S.,  the  husband  of  Miss  Edith  Bed- 
ford. 

Mr.  Garrett  rented  land  in  Indiana  until  1859, 
when  he  decided  that  Michigan  was  a  State  of 
great  promise,  and  removed  within  its  borders. 
With  some  assistance  from  his  father-in-law,  he 
purchased  his  present  farm,  and  this  he  has  added 
to  occasionally,  until  he  now  has  two  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  land,  most  of  which  is  improved. 
Born  on  a  farm,  he  necessarily  grew  up  with  a 
better  knowledge  of  agricultural  affairs  than  one 


who  is  not  so  reared,  and,  as  a  consequence,  has 
made  a  success  of  his  calling.  He  and  his  worthy 
companion  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  supports  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party.  His  mother  was  fourth 
in  order  of  birth  of  the  following  children:  Hugh, 
M.  D.,  a  surgeon  on  board  a  man-of-war  in  England; 
Alexander,  who  became  a  farmer;  Andrew,  who 
was  a  farmer  and  came  to  the  United  States  with 
his  family,  where  he  died;  Sarah,  our  subject's 
mother;  Margaret;  Mary;  Jane;  and  Ann. 


-^^- 


•HOMAS  DIGNAN,  who  departed  this  life 
mourned  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him,  December  24,  1872,  was  an  early  set- 
tler of  Berrien  County,  Mich.  He  was  a  native  of 
Roscommon,  Ireland,  and  was  born  in  the  year 
1811.  The  youth  and  childhood  of  our  subject 
were  passed  on  a  farm,  and  he  attained  to  man- 
hood in  the  land  of  his  birth.  Finally,  in  com- 
pany with  his  brother,  Frank  Dign an,  he  emigrated 
to  America  and  arrived  safe  and  happy  in  the  land 
of  promise.  Willing  to  work  at  any  honest  em- 
ployment their  hands  could  find  to  do,  the  brothers 
first  labored  in  railroad  construction  work.  Thomas 
Dignan  had  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  a  good  com- 
mon-school education  and  was  well  informed  upon 
the  topics  of  the  day.  Observing  and  intelligent, 
he  steadily  made  his  way  upward,  and  soon  began 
to  realize  the  comforts  attainable  by  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  frugality. 

Our  subject  was  married  February  28,  1865,  to 
Miss  Anna  Hastings,  born  in  County  Limerick, 
Ireland,  February  14,  1837.  Mrs.  Dignan  was  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Catherine  (Murphy)  Hast- 
ings, both  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  In  1863, 
she  came  in  company  with  her  parents  and  other 
members  of  her  family  to  the  United  States.  The 
passage  across  the  broad  Atlantic  was  speedy.  Em- 
barking at  Qucenstown  upon  a  steamer,  they 
were  only  eleven  days  reaching  Castle  Garden, 
N.  Y.  Remaining  but  a  brief  time  in  the  metrop- 
olis of  the  Empire  State,  th^  father,  mother  ancl 
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their  children  were  soon  on  their  way  to  the  West. 
Their  immediate  destination  was  Niles,  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  and  in  this  locality  the  parents 
after  some  length  of  time  passed  peacefully  away. 
After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dignan  settled 
on  a  farm  in  the  village  of  Bertrand,  and  there  our 
subject  successfully  devoted  himself  to  the  pur- 
suits of  agriculture. 

Six  children  brought  joy  and  gladness  into  the 
comfortable  home.  Lizzie,  the  eldest,  who  received 
superior  educational  training  and  thoroughly  pre- 
pared herself  for  a  teacher,  is  now  following  her 
chosen  vocation;  James,  Frank  and  Catherine  are 
also  spared  to  cheer  their  mother's  home.  Two 
children  are  deceased.  Our  subject  svas  a  devout 
membei'  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and,  true  to  its 
religious  precepts,  was  in  the  daily  business  of  life 
ui)right  and  earnest.  Believing  in  the  ''Party  of 
the  People,"  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat,  interested 
in  local  and  national  issues.  In  his  death  Berrien 
County  lost  one  of  its  honest  and  most  substantial 
L'ish-Amcrican  citizens.  His  widow  remains  on 
the  home  farm  and  owns  seventy  acres  of  finelj^ 
improved  land.  Like  her  husband,  she  and  the 
family  are  worthy  members  of  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic Church.  Her  life  has  been  an  unvarying  round 
of  useful  industry,  and  in  the  advancing  evening 
of  her  days  she  can  with  i)leasure  recall  the  mem- 
ories of  the  past. 


i[^^\  ANNING  E.  ROGERS,  an  enterprising 
business  man  and  successful  farmer  of  Cass 
»  County,  Mich.,  was  born  in  Ontwa  Town- 
ship, upon  the  old  homestead  where  he 
now  resides,  April  27,  1857.  His  parents  were 
George  and  Elizabeth  (Manning)Rogers.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  John  Rogers,  named  in  honor 
of  his  father,  John  Rogers,  was  a  man  of  resolute 
character  and  sterling  integrity.  He  was  a  long- 
time resident  of  the  Empire  State,  where  he  was 
widely  known  and  highly  respected.  The  father 
of  our  subject,  George  Rogers,  was  a  native  of 
Palmyra,   Wayne    County,    ^[,    Y.     He  was  born 


June  7,  1829,  and  was  reared  and  attained  toman- 
hood  in  his  early  home.  In  1852  he  located  in 
Michigan,  and  for  one  year  clerked  in  Cold  water. 
He  then  spent  one  year  in  the  post-ofiice  in  Elk- 
hart, Ind.  He  purchased  in  1853  a  farm  in  Mason 
Township,  Cass  County,  upon  section  12,  the  home- 
stead containing  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres, 
to  which  he  removed  in  the  succeeding  year.  He 
improved  this  land,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
December  28,  1879,  owned  over  two  hundred  acres 
of  valuable  farming  property.  He  gave  consider- 
able attention  to  insurance,  and  was  one  of  the 
largest  shippers  of  fruit  in  the  State.  He  pur- 
chased land  in  several  States,  and  was  an  extensive 
dealer  in  agricultural  implements,  and  was  re- 
garded as  a  liberal  man,  of  energy  and  public 
spirit. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Miami 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Elias  and 
Sarah  (Frost)  Manning.  The  maternal  great- 
grandfather, John  Manning,  was  the  son  of  James 
Manning,  who  came  from  England  to  America  in 
early  days.  John  Manning  was  born  in  P^ngland, 
and  with  his  brother  Edwin  made  his  home  in  the 
United  States  and  settled  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He 
was  by  trade  a  millwright  and  ran  one  of  the  first 
mills  built  in  the  Buckeye  State.  He  removed 
later  to  Piqua,  and  laid  out  the  city.  He  built  the 
first  mill  erected  there.  In  religious  belief,  this 
ancestor  of  our  subject  was  a  Universalist.  He 
passed  away  in  Piqua  after  a  long  and  useful  life. 
He  married  four  times.  His  first  wife  was  Sarah, 
who  bore  him  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  H.  Eliza- 
beth was  the  second  wife.  The  third  wife  was  the 
mother  of  eight  sons  and  four  daughters.  The 
fourth  wife  became  the  mother  of  one  daughter. 
Elias  Manning,  the  maternal  grand  fat  Jier  of  Mr. 
Rogers,  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Piqua,  Ohio, 
the  day  of  his  nativity  being  May  22,  1800.  He 
was  one  of  twelve  children,  ten  of  whom  survived 
to  adult  age.  The  sons  were:  John,  Enos,  Ed- 
ward, Amos,  Nathaniel,  Benjamin  and  Elias.  The 
daughters:  Sarah,  Nancy  and  Margaret.  Three  of 
the  sons  were  present  at  the  surrender  of  Hull, 
having  patriotically  participated  in  the  struggles 
of  the  Revolution. 

Elias  Manning  was  tv  mijlwright,  and  in  1833 
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journeyed  to  Elkhart,  Ind.,  wliere  he  built  a  mill 
and  boated,  floating  down  the  Elkhart  River  and 
by  lake  to  Buffalo.  He  lived  in  Elkhart  until  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  January  15, 
1847.  lie  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  in  relig- 
ious belief  a  Universalist.  His  wife  was  Miss  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Dr.  William  Frost.  Mrs.  Manning 
passed  away  in  November,  1872.  She  was  born 
May  3,  1806,  and  spent  a  life  of  usefulness.  She 
was  the  mother  of  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom 
survived  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  These 
sons  and  daughters  were:  John,  William,  Oliver, 
Elizabeth,  Mary  (deceased  at  eleven  years  of  age), 
Susan,  Ebenezer,  Nancy,  Margaret,  and  three  lit- 
tle ones  who  died  in  infancy.  Dr.  Frost  came  from 
North  Carolina  and  was  a  soldier  of  1812.  He  re- 
sided near  Piqua  and  actively  participated  in  pio- 
neer experiences.  The  maternal  great-grand- 
mother, Mrs.  William  Frost,  was  P^lizabeth  Reed, 
a  daughter  of  James  Reed,  who  served  bravely  in 
the  War  of  the  Revolution.  He  removed  from 
North  Carolina  to  Ohio,  between  1795  and  1800. 
The  pleasant  home  of  the  father  and  mother  of  our 
subject  was  blessed  with  the  presence  of  two  sons. 
Manning  E.  and  Charles.  The  latter  was  born 
September  28,  1862.  He  was  married  in  Milton 
Township,  where  he  follows  the  occupation  of 
farming.  His  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Mary  House- 
worth,  of  Mason  Township,  and  they  have  three 
children,  Minnie,  George  and  John. 

Manning  E.  Rogers,  born  and  reared  where  he 
now  resides,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  home  locality,  and  received  a  course  of  in- 
struction in  the  institutions  of  Aurora,  111.,  and 
Valparaiso,  Ind.  He  now  has  charge  of  the  in- 
surance business  formerly  managed  by  his  fa- 
ther, and  in  1887  bought  the  store  building  in 
Adamsvillc,  and  conducts  a  general  business,  hand- 
ling a  variety  of  merchandise  and  buying  pro- 
duce. Mr.  Rogers  and  his  wife  were  united  in 
marriage  October  1,  1854.  Mrs.  Rogers  is  a  na- 
tive of  Piqua,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  P]lias 
and  Sarah  Manning.  She  is  a  most  estimable  lady, 
a  n. ember  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  is  widely 
known  and  esteemed.  Mr.  Rogers  is  in  political 
aflfiliation  a  sturdy  Democrat  and  interested  in 
local  and  national  issues.     He  is  a  yalqed  member 


of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  has  for  many  years 
been  one  of  the  important  factors  in  the  social  and 
business  enterprises  of  Cass  County.  Possessing 
excellent  business  attainments,  he  has  achieved 
success  and  is  numbered  among  the  prosperous  and 
substantial  citizens  of  Ontwa  Township. 


IMON  S.  BERG.  The  advancement  of  our 
country  along  the  lines  of  commercial  and 
agricultural  development  is  due  to  no 
small  extent  to  the  perseverance  and  en- 
terprise of  emigrants  from  other  lands,  who 
have  crossed  the  ocean  and  established  homes  in 
various  parts  of  the  United  States.  Germany  has 
furnished  her  quota  of  enterprising  and  ambitious 
emigrants,  who  have  become  worthy  citizens  of 
this  great  Republic  and  aided  in  developing  its 
interests.  Among  the  number  may  be  mentioned 
Mr.  Berg,  for  many  years  a  prominent  resident  of 
St.  Joseph,  but  now  deceased. 

A  native  of  the  kingdom  of  Bavaria,  Germany, 
Mr.  Berg  was  born  in  1823,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  the  Fatherland. 
His  parents,  Christian  and  Margaret  Berg,  were  also 
natives  of  Germany,  where  they  spent  their  lives. 
In  1841  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and 
landed  in  New  York,  whence  he  went  to  Chicago, 
and  there  remained  for  some  time,  engaging  at 
his  trade  of  a  carpenter,  which  he  had  learned  in 
Germany.  Later  he  commenced  to  work  as  a  con- 
tractor and  builder  in  Chicago,  and  conducted  an 
extensive  trade  in  that  line  until  1850,  when  he 
came  to  St.  Joseph.  Here,  as  in  Chicago,  he 
worked  at  carpentering. 

Some  years  after  coming  to  St.  Joseph,  Mr.  Berg 
embarked  in  business  as  a  fruit-grower,  and  car- 
^ried  on  a  large  trade  until  his  death,  December  28, 
1883.  As  a  bu&iness  man,  he  possessed  decision  of 
character  and  force  of  will.  As  a  friend  he  was 
thoughtful,  as  a  neighbor  obliging,  as  a  husband 
devoted,  and  as  a  father  affectionate  and  sympa- 
thetic.    In  politics,  he  favored  the  principles  of 
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the  Democratic  party,  and  usually  voted  that 
ticket,  especially  in  the  national  elections.  His 
nature  was  generous  and  confiding,  and  while 
these  qualities  doubtless  caused  him  to  make  some 
mistakes,  yet  they  always  won  for  him  the  confi- 
dence of  the  community.  Strength  of  will  was 
one  of  his  prominent  traits,  and  it  enabled  him  to 
overcome  difficulties  in  business  that  would  have 
appalled  other  men. 

In  1850  Mr.  Berg  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Anna  M.  Johns,  a  native  of  Prussia,  Ger- 
many, and  the  daughter  of  Ludwig  and  Anna  M. 
(Weckler)  Johns,  of  Germany.  This  union  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom 
are  living,  John  being  deceased.  The  surviving 
members  of  the  family  are  as  follows:  Mary,  the 
wife  of  Charles  Miller,  of  St.  Joseph;  Elizabeth  M., 
who  is  at  home;  Katherine;  Ellen,  who  married  L. 
A.  G.  Williams,  and  resides  in  Chicago;  Anna  M. 
and  Marguerite.  In  their  religious  connections 
Mrs.  Berg  and  all  the  children  are  identified  with 
the  Catholic  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Berg  was  also  a 
member.  In  church  life,  from  the  time  of  his 
comng  to  St.  Joseph  to  the  day  of  his  death,  he 
was  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  members  of  the 
congregation, and  his  benefactions  were  unstinted. 


-i^ 


AMUEL  INGLING.  The  United  States 
owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  that  can  never  be 
repaid  to  those  valiant  defenders  of  the 
Old  Flag,  who  proudly  enlisted  under  its 
banner  and,  marching  into  the  thickest  of  the 
fight,  heroically  braved  perils,  seen  and  unseen. 
Many  of  those  valiant  soldiers  have  passed  from 
the  scenes  of  earth  and  have  entered  upon  their 
final  rest.  Some,  however,  still  survive,  and  among 
tiiat  number  prominent  mention  belongs  to  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  now  resides  in  Do- 
wagiac.  ^ 

Born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  July  21,  1829, 
our  subject  is  the  son  of  William  Ingling,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Michigan,  who  came  here  in 
1847.     Grandfather    Samuel    Ingling   served    in 

3^ 


the  Revolutionaiy  War,  and  was  taken  prisoner 
at  the  blockade  of  the  Delaware  River  by  the 
British.  William  Ingling  was  born  in  Burling- 
ton, N.  J.,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Rebecca 
Con  roe.  Soon  after  that  important  event  he  re- 
moved to  Philadelphia,  where  he  resided  for  about 
tv/elve 3^ears.  In  1824  he  removed  to  Stark  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  where  he  bought  land  and  became  iden- 
tified with  the  pioneer  histoiy  of  that  county.  In 
1838  he  removed  to  Delaware  County,  the  same 
State,  where  he  resided  for  two  years.  Thence 
he  removed  to  Logan  County,  and  followed  farm- 
ing pursuits  there  until  1847. 

During  that  year  Mr.  Ingling  came  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Calvin  Township,  Cass  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  carpenter  work.  He  died  in 
that  township  in  1858;  his  widow  survived  him  a 
few  years,  passing  away  in  1861.  They  were  the 
parents  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  nine  grew 
to  manhood  and  womanhood.  Elias  died  August 
28,  1872.  Those  living  are  Letitia,  Mrs.  Gries- 
emer, a  widow;  William,  a  resident  of  Denver,  Colo.; 
Sarah,  the  widow  of  John  Parker  and  a  resident 
of  Dowagiac;  Keziah,  the  widow  of  J.  McComber; 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  David  Parker,  of  Calhoun 
County,  Iowa;  and  Samuel,  of  this  sketch. 

In  Stark  County,  Ohio,  our  subject  passed  his 
early  childhood  years.  When  about  eight  years  old 
he  removed  to  Delaware  County,  and  later  to  Lo- 
gan County,  Ohio,  whence  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
he  came  to  Michigan.  Here  he  served  an  appren- 
ticeship of  two  years  to  the  trade  of  a  miller,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  he  en- 
gaged in  farming.  At  the  time  the  war  broke 
out  he  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil,  but  his 
patriotic  impulses  were  so  strong  that  he  was  in- 
duced to  lay  aside  the  pursuits  of  peace  for  the 
weapons  of  warfare.  On  the  1st  of  September, 
1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  I, 
First  United  States  Sharpshooters.  The  regiment 
being  greatly  reduced  in  numbers,  he  was  trans- 
ferred on  the  1st  of  January,  1865,  to  Company 
I,  Fifth  Michigan  Infantry,  with  whicirhe  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war. 

April  5,  1862,  Mr.  Ingling  was  awarded  the  sil- 
ver prize  for  making  the  best  test  sharpshooting 
in  the  regiment,  and  on   the  same  day  he  carried 
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off  the  gold  prize,  wliich  he  won  for  being  the 
best  sharpshooter  in  his  brigade.  Far  and  wide 
throughout  his  regiment  and  brigade,  as  well  as 
in  the  main  army  itself,  he  was  known  for  his  un- 
erring marksmanship,  and  he  gained  distinction 
even  among  his  superior  officers.  At  the  battle 
of  the  Wilderness  a  ball  struck  the  silver  medal 
which  he  carried  in  his  fob,  and,  glancing  aside, 
left  him  uninjured,  so  that  the  medal,  in  addition 
to  being  a  great  honor,  was  probably  the  means  of 
saving  his  life. 

At  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  Mr.  Jngling  was 
wounded,  on  the  5th  of  May,  1864,  and  was  taken 
to  the  hospital,  where  he  remained  until  able  to 
rejoin  his  regiment.  Among  the  other  promi- 
nent engagements  in  which  lie  participated  may 
be  mentioned  those  of  Spottsylvania,  Fredericks- 
burg, North  Anna  River,  Cold  Harbor  and  the 
siege  of  Petersburg.  At  Strawberry  Plain,  iVugust 
17,  he  was  wounded  by  a  ball,  which  struck  the 
sciatic  nerve.  He  participated  in  thirty-one  bat- 
tles of  the  war  and  was  always  in  the  front.  He 
was  a  member  of  Berdan's  sharpshooters,  and  had 
many  thrilling  experiences  in  war  times. 

While  detailed  on  picket  duty  at  Cold  Har- 
bor, Mr.  Ingling  suffered  intensely  from  thirst  and 
inquired  of  the  Corporal,  ^^Is  there  any  water  here 
that  we  can  get?"  The  Corporal  replied,  ''Yes, 
just  outside  of  the  lines  there  is  a  spring."  Tak- 
ing his  canteen  and  his  gun,  Mr.  Ingling  started 
down  the  incline.  Glancing  over  his  shoulder, 
he  saw  a  rebel  vedette  standing  at  an  "order  arms." 
He  put  on  a  bold  front,  and,  walking  up  to  the 
man,  said,  "Hello,  Johnny,  who  are  you?"  "I 
am  a  vedette,"  was  the  reply.  "And  who  are 
you?"  "1  am  a  soldier  of  Berdan's  sharpshooters." 
They  then  went  to  the  spring,  where  they  had  a 
social  chat  and  then  took  their  departure. 

Upon  returning  from  the  war,  Mr.  Ingling  lo- 
cated in  Dowagiac  and  was  first  a  clerk,  and  later 
engaged  in  the  hardware  business  for  about  five 
years.  June  21,  1854,  he  married  Miss  Jane  D. 
Stanard,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Ezra  KStanard. 
She  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
came  to  Michigan  about  1845.  Politically,  Mr. 
Ingling  is  a  Republican,  and  has  represented  the 
Third  Ward  as  Alderman  of  the  city  for  a  period 


of  two  years.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  He  is  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Christian  Church  and  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  religious  matters.  As  a  slight  compensa- 
tion for  his  services  during  the  war,  he  is  the  re- 
cipient of  a  pension  from  the  Government.  For 
the  past  three  years  he  has  been  confined  to  the 
house  from  the  effects  of  injuries  received  in  the 
service. 

The  following  incident,  which  occurred  at  the 
Soldiers'  Reunion  held  at  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  in 
1882,  is  from  the  pen  of  Gen.  Hiram  Berdan: 
"At  one  time  yesterday,  when  the  General  was 
talking  in  his  animated  fashion  to  clusters  of 
farmer  riflemen,  who  pressed  about  him  and  hem- 
med him  in,  a  dark-complexioned,  mustached  man, 
of  average  stature  and  with  a  pair  of  glasses  astride 
his  nose,  was  seen  approaching  the  tent.  The  old 
General  was  on  his  feet  in  an  instant,  his  line 
figure  showing  up  above  the  rest  like  that  of  an 
old  field-marshal  of  France.  'I  am  going  to  put 
you  in  the  guaid  liouse,'  he  sliouted.  But  it 
didn't  seem  to  us  as  though  he  really  meant  it. 
He  grasped  the  s|)eetacled  man's  hand,  shook  it 
again  and  again,  and  pulled  him  around,  while 
the  moisture  came  into  his  eyes.  'You,  rascal, 
I'll  put  you  in  the  guard  house  and  keep  you 
there.  How  dare  you?'  'This  is  old  Sam  Ingling,' 
explained  the  General  to  the  reporter,  wiping  his 
optics  with  his  white  handkerchief.  'Yes,  sir,  Old 
Sam  Ingling,  of  Dowagiac,  down  here;  he  was  the 
crack  shot  in  my  whole  brigade  of  crack  shots. 
He  first  took  the  medal  of  his  regiment  as  a 
marksman,  and  then  that  of  the  brigade.  I'm 
going  to  put  him  in  the  guard  house  and  keep 
him  there  all  the  rest  of  his  natural  life,  the  ras- 
cal! I'll  tell  >ou  all  about  it.  He  and  Allen 
here,  of  Battle  Creek,  were  out  on  duty  together 
one  morning  looking  for  Johnny-rebs  to  pick 
off,  when  all  of  a  sudden  two  confederates  ap- 
peared in  the  distance  coming  towards  them. 
Allen  said  he  would  take  the  right  hand  man 
and  Ingling  the  left.  Both  fired,  and  only  one 
rebel  fell.  Both  claimed  him.  It  came  out  that 
Ingling  had  understood  perfectly  that  he  was  to 
take  the  left  hand    man,  and,   sure  enough,  wU(?n 
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we  advanced,  they  found  the  body  of  the  dead 
confederate  with  two  holes  in  it.  But  I  sent 
Ingling  to  the  guard  house  for  missing  his  man. 
You  deserved  it,  too,  you  rascal.  There,  that  shows 
you  the  esprit  de  corps  of  our  brigade  and  the  dis- 
cipline that  was  preserved.  To  miss  your  man 
was  an  offense  worthy  of  the  guard  house,  but  to 
have  Sam  Ingling,  the  crack  shot  of  the  regiment! 
Oh,  that  was  scandalous!  He  ought  to  be  clapped 
in  again  and  kept  there,'  concluded  the  General, 
making  a  dip  in  the  direction  of  Sam's  ribs. 
Mr.  Ingling  had  the  medals  which  he  won,  and, 
taking  them  out  of  the  chamois  bag  in  which 
he  keeps  them,  exhibited  them  to  the  reporter. 
The  regimental  medal  is  of  silver,  and  is  dented 
with  a  bullet,  it  having  saved  Mr.  Ingling's  life 
once,  when  carried  in  his  pocket  in  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness.  The  brigade  medal  is  of  gold,  a 
very  handsome  piece  of  jewelry,  and  is  appropri- 
ately engraved.'^ 


^ 


E^ 


ARTIN   S.  BEDINGER.     The  philosophy 
^    of  success  in  life  is  an   interesting  study, 


and  affords  a  lesson  from  which  others 
can  profit.  In  choosing  a  pursuit  in  life, 
taste,  mental  gifts,  oppportunity  and  disposition  to 
labor  should  be  considered,  as  any  young  man  who 
has  a  disposition  to  become  a  respectable  and  use- 
ful citizen  desires  to  succeed  therein.  On  the  4th 
of  January,  1848,  a  boy  was  born  in  Darke  County, 
Ohio,  who  grew  to  sturdy  manhood  ambitious  to 
excel,  and  possessing  much  energy  and  determina- 
tion, attributes  which  are  essential  to  success  in 
any  calling.  This  boy  was  Martin  S.  Bedinger, 
his  parents  being  Adam  and  Rachel  (Christopher) 
Bedinger,  who  were  natives  of  the  Keystone  State 
and  of  German  parentage. 

The  father  was  born  in  1808  and  the  mother  in 
1809,  and  from  their  youth  up  they  had  been  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Church.  In  1851  they  left 
their  native  State  for  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Berrien  County,  where  the  father  followed  farm- 
ing until  his  de^th  in  1881,     His  wife  followed 


him  to  the  grave  in  1889.  In  1862  Mr.  Bedinger 
was  filled  with  a  patriotic  desire  to  assist  his  coun- 
try, and  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Twelfth  Michigan 
Infantry,  and  was  attached  to  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Pitts- 
burg Landing  and  Shiloh,  and  was  crippled  in  the 
last-named  engagement.  He  served  as  a  private, 
and  no  braver  soldier  fought  for  the  Stars  and 
Stripes.  To  his  marriage  were  born  eleven  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  eight  daughters,  and  all  grew 
to  mature  years.  They  were  as  follows:  Mary  J. 
is  the  widow  of  J.  L.  Gorham;  Sarah  (deceased) 
was  the  wife  of  Cornelius  Gorham;  Rachel  A.  is 
the  wife  of  Henry  Stemm;  Catherine  (deceased) 
was  the  wife  of  S.  P.  Davidson;  James  C.  resides  in 
this  State;  Isabelle  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Ja- 
cob Neidlinger;  Susan  is  the  wife  of  George  Dun- 
globerger;  M.  S.  is  our  subject;  Elizabeth  is  the 
wife  of  John  Fisher;  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Lochinaw;  and  Adam  H.  is  deceased. 

Martin  S.  Bedinger  secured  only  a  common- 
school  education,  for  when  his  father  came  to 
Michigan  a  poor  man,  young  Bedinger  passed  the 
most  of  the  time  in  helping  to  clear  the  farm, 
which  was  covered  with  a  dense  forest.  Three 
months  were  the  most  he  ever  attended  in  a  year, 
but  when  in  the  school  room  he  applied  himself 
with  such  energy  that  he  was  as  far  along  in  his 
studies  as  the  majority  of  boys.  He  remained  un- 
der the  parental  roof  until  twenty- two  years  of 
age,  and  in  the  mean  time  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade,  which  he  followed  after  leaving  home.  He 
commenced  without  any  capital,  but  his  trade 
brought  him  in  considerable  means,  and  in  1874 
he  engaged  in  farming  on  the  place  where  he  now 
resides.  He  rented  the  farm,  consisting  of  eighty 
acres,  which  was  the  old  homestead  where  his  fa- 
ther had  located  on  coming  to  this  county-.  The 
original  cost  of  this  place  was  $1,000,  and  our  sub- 
ject paid  $2,000  for  it.  He  has  seventy  acres  un- 
der a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  a  portion  of  it 
is  devoted  to  raising  berries  of  all  kinds.  He  has 
five  acres  in  orchard  and  several  acres  in  vineyard. 
The  remainder  of  the  farm  produces  wheat,  grass 
and  corn. 

In  the  year  1871  Mr.  Bedinger  was  married  lo 
Miss  Allie  Murphy,  a  native  of  Michigan  and  a 
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daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Madox)  Murphy, 
early  settlers  of  the  Lake  State.  Mr.  Murphy 
died  in  this  State,  but  his  wife  survives  him  and 
makes  her  home  in  this  county.  Their  children, 
six  in  number,  are  as  follows:  Ailie,  wife  of  our 
subject;  May,  wife  of  William  Page;  Murry,  of 
Michigan;  Frank,  of  Illinois;  Lee,  of  Michigan; 
and  Vedder,  also  of  Michigan.  The  marriage  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bedinger  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
four  children;  Maggie,  wife  of  Frank  Horner; 
Paul,  Claar  and  Frank.  Both  our  subject  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  is 
a  member  of  Western  Star  Lodge  No.  39,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  of  Oronoko  Lodge  No.  69,  A.  O.  U.  W. 
In  1891  Mr.  Bedinger  was  elected  Township  Su- 
pervisor, re-elected  in  1892  and  served  two  years. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 


^^^^^ 


'AMES  C.  HAUGH,  deceased,  for  about  a 
score  of  years  a  resident  of  Berrien  County, 
a  successful  agiiculturist  and  leading  citi- 
_  zen,  passed  to  his  rest  in  1888,  deeply 
mourned  by  his  family  and  a  large  circle  of  friends, 
to  whom  he  was  known  as  a  man  of  firm  principle 
and  sterling  integrity  of  character.  Our  subject 
was  a  native  of  the  sunny  South  and  was  born  in 
Frederick  County,  Md.,  August  20,  1842.  His 
parents,  Jacob  and  Lizzie  (Harbaugh)  Haugh, 
hard-working  and  industrious  people,  were  the  fa- 
ther and  mother  of  seven  children,  whom  they 
cared  for  tenderly  and  reared  to  years  of  useful- 
ness. Of  the  sons  and  daughters  who  gathered  in 
the  Maryland  home  James  was  the  second  in  order 
of  birth.  He  received  primary  instruction  in  the 
schools  of  his  birthplace  before  he  removed  with 
his  parents,  when  only  eight  years  of  age,  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  which  was  the  home  of  the 
family  the  ensuing  nine  years.  In  the  meantime 
the  honest  and  industrious  father,  Jacob  Haugh, 
had  died,  and  when  our  subject  was  about  seven- 
teen years  old  the  widowed  mother  journeyed  with 
her  family  to  Ohio. 
The  mother  was  a  woman  of  intelligenQe  ^|i(I  fi 


high  order  of  abilit}^  and,  appreciating  the  advan- 
tages of  an  excellent  education,  stimulated  her 
children  and  encouraged  her  sons  and  daughters 
to  avail  themselves  of  every  possible  advantage  to 
secure  a  liberal  education.  James  Haugh  was  an 
excellent  scholar.  He  attended  school  at  Quincy, 
Pa.,  about  tiiree  years,  and  later  entered  the  Heidel- 
burgh  College,  in  Ohio.  Having  enjoyed  the  bene- 
fit of  a  course  of  instruction  in  the  latter  institu- 
tion, our  subject  successfully  engaged  in  teaching, 
a  vocation  to  which  he  devoted  himself  for  some 
length  of  time  in  the  Buckeye  State.  Realizing 
the  broader  opportunities  of  the  West,  Mr.  Haugh 
finally  decided  to  try  his  fortunes  in  Michigan, 
and  in  1869  came  to  Berrien  County,  for  five  years 
making  his  home  in  the  city  of  Niles.  He  there 
engaged  in  business  as  an  agriculturist  and  also 
profitably  ran  a  sawmill.  In  the  year  1874, 
still  continuing  in  the  same  line  of  business,  our 
subject  removed  to  Pipestone  Township,  where  he 
was  located  until  1883,  at  which  date  he  settled 
permanently  in  Sod  us  Station,  farmed  and  prosper 
ously  ran  a  sawmill  until  his  demise,  in  1888. 

Some  score  of  years  before,  James  C.  Haugh  and 
Miss  Lucinda  Biinknian  were  united  in  marriage, 
in  April,  1868,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  early 
home  of  Mrs.  Haugh.  Of  the  children  who  blessed 
the  union  four  are  now  surviving:  Willie  Edson, 
Alma  C,  Mary  and  Arthur  E.  Mary  and  Arthur 
are  now  residing  in  Tiffin,  Ohio.  In  1884  Mrs.  Lu- 
cinda Haugh  died,  and  Mr.  Haugh  again  wedded,  in 
1885.  The  second  wife,  Mrs.  Patience  (Puterbaugh) 
Hartseil,  is  the  second-  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Sarah  Puterbaugh,  pioneer  residents  of  Beirien 
County,  widely  known  and  highly  esteemed. 
Unto  the  second  union  was  born  one  child,  a  son, 
Jesse  L.,  now  at  home  with  his  mother.  Our  sub- 
ject and  his  estimable  wife  were  both  regular 
attendants  and  worthy  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  as  is. also  the  eldest  daughter  o. 
Mr.  Haugh.  The  husband  and  wife  took  an  ac- 
tive part  in  the  religious  work  and  benevolent  en- 
terprises of  that  denomination  and  also  occupied 
a  position  of  social  influence  and  usefulness. 

Politically,  Mr.  Haugh  was  for  a  long  time  a 
stanch  Republican,  but  later  joined  the  ranks  of 
tb^    Prohibition    party,   to   sy\]w\i    he   afterward 
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extended  his  earnest  and  unswerving  support. 
Tliroughout  liis  years  of  maturit}^  our  subject  gave 
his  close  attention  to  the  public  issues  of  the  day, 
and  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  local  welfare  was 
ever  ready  to  lend  a  liberal  and  helping  hand,  and 
was  intimately  associated  during  his  entire  resi- 
dence in  Michigan  with  the  educational  advance- 
ment and  progressive  interests  of  his  Western 
home. 


^  MLLIAM  B.  BUNBURY.  No  name  is  more 
\/\///  pi'^'Tfii^^ntly  connected  with  the  history  of 
W^  Niles  than  that  of  Bun  bury.  One  of  the 
early  settlers  of  the  place  was  a  gentleman  of  that 
name,  and  since  his  demise  the  business  in  which 
he  was  for  many  years  engaged  has  been  conduc- 
ted by  his  son,  William  B.,  while  his  other  children 
have  attained  to  prominent  positions  in  business 
and  social  circles.  Tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
tlie  proprietor  of  the  finest  livery,  sales  and  board- 
ing stables  in  Niles.  By  the  completeness  of  his 
facilities,  and  his  close  attention  to  all  the  details 
of  business,  he  enjoys  a  prominent  position  in  the 
line  of  industry  in  which  he  is  engaged. 

The  substantial  frame  structure  used  by  Mr. 
Bunbury  for  his  livery  stable  is  one  of  the  best 
business  blocks  in  the  city.  He  keeps  on  hand  a 
great  variety  of  handsome  buggies,  phaetons, 
coupes,  coaches,  etc.,  and  is  prepared  on  short 
notice  to  supply  turnouts  of  unsurpassed  elegance-. 
He  keeps  twenty  head  of  horses,  and  gives  steady 
employment  to  a  number  of  men.  The  superior 
quality  of  his  vehicles  and  horses,  as  well  as  the 
propriety  of  his  business  conduct,  has  commended 
him  in  an  eminent  degree  to  the  favor  of  the 
citizens  of  Niles. 

Mr.  Bunbury  has  passed  his  entire  life  in  Niles, 
where  he  was  born  on  Christmas  J)ay  of  18o7. 
His  father,  Edward  lUinbury,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Niles,  having  emigrated 
to  America  in  early  life.  After  landing  at  New 
York  he  proceeded  directlj'^  to  Niles.  He  located 
herein  1851,  and  engaged  in  the  livery  business, 
working  his  way  up  from  a  small  beginning  until 


he  was  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
county.  He  died  in  1876.  At  his  demise  his  two 
sons,  William  B.  and  Robert  P.,  succeeded  to  the 
business,  forming  a  partnership,  which  continued 
until  1889.  Our  subject  then  purchased  his 
brother's  interest  and  has  since  conducted  the 
business  alone. 

The  fourth  in  a  family  of  ten  children,  our 
subject  had  only  ordinary  advantages  in  his  youth, 
but  he  availed  himself  to  the  utmost  of  every 
opportunity  offered  for  gaining  knowledge,  and 
is  now  a  well-informed  man.  He  was  married 
on  the  22d  of  April,  1890,  to  Miss  Grace,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Clara  (Deniston)  Barrett,  of 
Niles.  They  have  established  a  pleasant  home  in 
the  city,  and  in  this  cozy  abode  their  friends  are 
wont  to  gather  and  pass  many  a  delightful  hour. 
While  not  especially  active  in  politics,  Mr.  Bun- 
bury is  a  pronounced  Democrat,  and  never  hesi- 
tates to  champion  the  cause  of  his  chosen  party. 


i'^l^ll^Sil 


f/^_^ON.  LEVI  ALDRICH,  M.  D.,  an  able  gen- 
I  eral  medical  practitioner  and  skillful  sur- 
geon, whose  genial  presence  was  a  welcome 
^)  and  familiar  one  in  the  homes  of  Edwards- 
burgh,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  for  thirty-two  years, 
passed  away  December  16,  1892,  mourned  by  the 
whole  community  of  his  locality  as  a  public  and 
irreparable  loss.  Dr.  Aldrich  was  a  native  of 
Evans,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  born  January 
27,  1820,  and  was  the  son  of  James  and  Hannah 
(Comstock)  Aldrich.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Nathan  Aldrich,  was  of  P^nglish  origin  and  a  Qua- 
ker in  faith.  He  lived  on  a  farm  and  engaged  in 
the  peaceful  pursuit  of  agriculture  until  his  death, 
in  Rhode  Island.  His  wife,  Esther  (Appleby)  Aid- 
rich,  was  the  mother  of  five  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter: Simon,  Nathan,  James,  Sayles,  Thomas  and 
Esther.  James  Aldrich,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Rhode  Island.  He  was  a 
pioneer  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  both 
a  mechanic  and  farmer.  He  made  his  home  later 
in  Erie    Count} ,  locating  in  Evans,  and  March  7, 
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1834,  came  to  Cass  County.  He  survived  to  an 
advanced  age  and  passed  away  in  Prescott,  Wis., 
in  1859.  In  political  affiliations  he  was  a  Whig, 
and  occupied  with  ability  many  of  the  township 
offices.  His  wife  died  in  August,  1881,  having 
lived  to  witness  the  remarkable  changes  of  ninety- 
one  years. 

The  family  of  the  father  and  mother  were  Sarah, 
Phcebe,  Henry,  Nathan,  Serepta,  Levi,  Addison, 
Milton  and  Newton,  all  of  whom  are  married  ex- 
cept Addison.  Levi,  our  subject,  was  trained  on 
his  father's  farm  to  habits  of  thrift  and  self-re- 
liance. He  received  a  common-school  education 
in  the  home  district,  and  enjoyed  a  course  of  in- 
struction in  the  Salem  (N.  Y.)  Academy.  Hav- 
ing decided  to  adopt  a  profession,  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Sutphen,  of 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  the  latter  State  being  the 
home  of  his  parents  since  1834.  He  concluded 
reading  medicine  with  Dr.  George  Sweetland,  of 
Evans.  He  attended  the  first  course  of  lectures 
given  by  the  Buffalo  Medical  College  and  also  had 
the  benefit  of  lectures  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  grad- 
uated from  the  Buffalo  Medical  College  at  the  end 
of  a  three-years  course,  receiving  his  degree  in 
1846.  Locating  soon  after  in  Evans,  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  he  practiced  there  successfully  until  the 
spring  of  1860.  At  this  latter  date  he  removed 
to  the  West  and  settled  in  PMwardsburgh,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  profession  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  1892. 

A  man  of  sterling  integrity  of  character  and 
public  spirit.  Dr.  Aldrich  commanded  the  confi- 
dence of  the  community  among  whom  his  useful 
years  were  passed,  and  received  from  his  neighbors 
and  constituents  various  positions  of  trust.  He 
served  his  county  in  the  State  Legislature  and  was 
also  State  Senator,-  making  an  enviable  record  of 
official  work.  In  1869,  our  subject  was  a  delegate 
to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  Michigan.  ' 
Like  his  father  before  him,  he  was  a  Whig  in  early 
life,  and  latet  espoused  the  principles  and  platform 
of  the  Republican  party.  Loyal  to  the  Union,  lie 
was  very  active  during  the  war,  and  throughout 
his  career  gave  his  earnest  efforts  in  behalf  of  a 
progressive  National  existence.  He  was  a  leading 
member  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons 


and  was  fraternally  associated  with  the  Indepen- 
dent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  was  also  promi- 
nently connected  with  both  the  State  and  County 
Medical  Society,  and  kept  abreast  of  the  progress 
of  the  times.  A  liberal  man,  he  generously  aided 
in  the  support  of  the  church  and  lent  a  helping 
hand  to  benevolent  enterprises. 

November  28,  1850,  Dr.  Levi  Aldrich  and  Miss 
Evaline  A.  Sweetland  were  united  in  marriage, 
receiving  the  hearty  best  wishes  of  a  host  of 
old-time  friends.  Mrs.  Aldrich  was  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Fannie  (Wakelee)  Sweetland,  of  Dry- 
den,  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  in  which  part  of  the 
Empire  State  the  estimable  widow  of  our  subject  was 
born  September  18,  1822.  The  husband  and  wife 
spent  two-score  and  two  years  together  and,  Vvalk- 
ing  side  by  side  through  the  storms  and  sunshine 
of  life,  courageously  overcame  difficulties  and  won 
their  upward  way  to  an  abiding  success  and  high 
place  in  the  memory  of  all  with  whom  they  came 
in  contact.  Mrs.  Aldrich  continues  to  reside 
among  the  scenes  endeared  to  her  by  many  years 
of  pleasant  association,  and  in  her  bereavement  re- 
ceives the  sympathy  of  a  wide  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances. 


RANCIS  A.  BURRITS.  The  high  standing 
attained  by  Berrien,  and  its  prominent  po- 
sition among  the  counties  of  the  State,  are 
largely  due  to  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  its 
energetic,  capable  and  prosperous  business  men, 
who,  while  promoting  their  individual  interests, 
have  also  contributed  their  quota  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  resources  of  the  county.  The  village 
of  Galien  contains  a  number  of  successful  and  ef- 
ficient business  men,  and  among  the  number  per- 
haps none  is  more  deserving  of  mention  in  Uiis 
connection  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Butler  &  Burrus,  dealers 
in  lumber. 

A  native  of  Preble  County,  Ohio,  Francis  A. 
Burrus  was  born  July  30,  1842.  He  is  of  Virgin- 
ian  descent,  his    paternal   grandfather,   Edmund 
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Burrus  having  been  born  in  the  Old  Dominion, 
whence  he  removed  to  Preble  County,  Ohio,  and 
from  there,  about  1837,  came  to  Berrien  County, 
lie  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  |)art  of 
the  State,  and,  purchasing  a  tract  of  land,  devoted 
his  attention  to  its  cultivation  and  improvement 
until  his  career  was  terminated  by  death.  James 
Burrus,.  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  near  Ap- 
pomattox C.  II.,  Va.,  and  in  his  boyhood  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Ohio,  where  he  married  Miss 
Jeannette  Holmes.  For  a  time  he  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  also  followed  his  trade  of  a 
cooper  in  Preble,  but  in  1855  removed  thence  to 
Michigan  and  located  in  Bertrand  Township,  Ber- 
rien County,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  In  his  religious  convictions  he  was  a  sincere 
Christian  and  a  devoted  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  seventeen 
children,  of  whom  ten  grew  to  manhood  and 
womanhood,  and  seven  are  still  living.  Francis 
A.  was  about  thirteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  the 
family  came  to  Michigan,  and  he  has  since  been  a 
resident  of  this  State.  His  education  was  acquired 
principally  in  the  common  schools  of  Dayton,  and 
he  was  in  his  youth  tr'iined  to  farming  pursuits; 
so  that,  upon  choosing  an  occupation,  he  natur- 
ally decided  upon  that  of  agriculture.  In  1869 
he  married  Miss  P^sther,  daughter  of  Alexander 
Campbell,  a  farmer  residing  in  Trumbull  County, 
Ohio.  Mrs.  Burrus  was  born  and  reared  in  the 
Buckeye  State,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  children: 
Gertrude,  now  the  wife  of  Joseph  Harris;  and 
Guy,  who  resides  with  his  parents. 

For  a  short  time  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Burrus 
resided  in  Dayton,  where  he  worked  in  a  sawmill; 
he  later  engaged  in  farming  for  five  years,  and 
then  followed  the  occupation  of  a  miller  for  three 
years.  Subsequently,  he  resided  on  the  Reynolds 
place  for  one  year,  then  s})ent  one  summer  in  Bu- 
chanan, and  from  that  city  came  to  Galien,  where 
for  a  time  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Peck  &  Imhoof, 
millers.  In  1890,  together  with  Mr.  Butler,  he 
bought  out  the  business  and  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  lumber. 

During  the  late  war,  Mr.  Burrus  enlisted  in 
1862  as  a  member  of  Company   G,  Twenty-sixth 


Michigan  Infantry,  and  as  Corporal  of  his  com- 
pany took  part  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness 
and  the  engagements  of  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Har- 
bor and  Petersburg,  as  well  as  in  the  campaign 
around  Richmond.  Altogether,  he  participated  in 
nineteen  battles  besides  many  minor  engagements. 
In  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor  he  was  wounded  by 
a  shell,  but  otherwise  passed  unscathed  through 
the  fire  of  the  enemy.  In  June,  1865,  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service 
and  honorably  discharged.  As  might  be  expected 
he  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  with  which  he  is  identified.  In  his 
social  connections  he  affiliates  with  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen.  Politicall}^  he  is  a 
Republican  and  has  been  elected  upon  the  party 
ticket  to  numerous  local  offices,  including  those  of 
Assessor  of  Galien  and  Constable  of  Bertrand 
Township. 


^^p^EORGE  S.  HOPPII 
Ij  ^  tury  a  f)rominent 
^JJ^    farmer   of   Berrien 


,EORGE  S.  HOPPIN,  for  nearly  a  half-cen- 
it  citizen  and  successful 
County,  Mich.,  resides 
upon  a  well-improved  homestead  on  section  2, 
Niles  Township.  Mr.  Hoi)pin  came  to  his  present 
locality  in  1844,  and  settled  permanently  in  1845 
on  a  farm  south  of  and  adjoining  NilesCity.  Our 
subject  is  a  native  of  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  born  in  June,  1826.  His  parents  were  Thaddeus 
C.  and  Tamar  Hoppin,  both  the  father  and  mother 
being  natives  of  Massachusetts.  After  a  number 
of  years  spent  within  the  Empire  State  they  de- 
cided to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities  of- 
fered by  a  new  country,  and  journeyed  with  their 
family  to  Michigan.  They  at  once  made  their 
home  in  Berrien  County,  and  located  for  a  brief 
time  in  what  is  now  known  as  Bertrand  Town- 
ship. In  1845  they  settled  on  the  old  homestead, 
where  they  resided  until  their  death  in  1859.  Of 
their  family  of  children,  three  survive. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Evarts,  of  California,  is  the  eldest; 
George  8.  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth  of  the  liv- 
ing; and  Charles  R.  resides  in  California.     Our  sub- 
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ject,  trained  to  agricultural  duties  from  childhood, 
has  been  a  life-long  farmer.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  later  pursued 
his  studies  in  an  academy  of  New  York  State. 
During  the  first  three  winters  of  his  residence  in 
Michigan  he  successfully  taught  school.  Upon 
November  28,  1875,  George  S.  Hoppin  and  Miss 
Dora  King  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Hoppin 
was  a  daughter  of  Darius  W.  and  Phoebe  King, 
natives  of  New  York,  in  which  State  they  w^ere 
reared,  educated  and  married  and  made  their  home 
until  1860.  At  this  time  they  removed  to  Michi- 
gan, settling  with  their  family  in  Niles,  where  the 
mother  of  Mrs.  Hoppin  yet  lives.  To  our  subject 
and  his  estimable  wife  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren: Claire,  George  S.,  Jr.,  John  S.  and  Rose. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoppin  are  valued  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Niles,  and  have  been  faith- 
ful assistants  in  the  extension  of  Christian  work 
and  influence.  Politically,  Mr.  Hoppin  is  a  stal- 
wart Republican,  taking  an  active  interest  in  local 
progress  and  needed  improvements.  For  several 
years  he  served  most  efficiently  and  acceptably  as 
Supervisor  of  Niles  Township,  and  during  his  long 
residence  in  the  State  has  been  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  the  various  social,  benevolent  and  bus- 
iness enterprises  of  his  home  locality.  A  practical 
agriculturist,  he  has  brought  his  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres  under  fine  cultivation,  and 
is  3^early  rewarded  by  an  abundant  harvest. 
Through  his  energetic  efforts  and  untiring  indus- 
try he  has  accumulated  a  comfortable  competence, 
and,  aside  from  his  interests  in  Michigan,  owns  a 
large  tract  of  land  in  South  Dakota. 


i>-^-<^ 


jrjli  SHER  J.  SHAW.  Among  the  native-born 
MM    citizens  of  Cass  County,  few  are  as   well, 
A    and    none    more   favorably,  known    than 
^  Squire  Shaw,  a  successful  farmer  of  How- 

ard Township,  residing  upon  section  23.  He  was 
born  in  this  township  on  the  28th  of  September, 
1847,  and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Maria  P.(  Wheeler) 
Shaw,   both   of   whom    were   born    in    Rensselaer 


County,  N.  Y.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Samuel 
Shaw,  w^as  born  and  reared  in  that  county,  being 
the  son  of  Col.  Samuel  Shaw,  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island  and  a  participant  in  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution. The  family  traces  its  lineage  to  Scotland. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  the  daughter  of 
Asher  J.  Wheeler,  a  native  of  New  York,  who 
came  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  the 
Empire  State  in  1839,  the  bride  being  a  girl  of  but 
sixteen  years.  During  the  following  year  the 
young  couple  came  to  Michigan,  locating  in  Cass 
County,  and  purchasing  land  in  Howard  Town- 
ship. They  resided  on  one  farm  for  a  period  of 
about  twenty  years,  after  which  they  removed 
to  the  farm  now  occupied  by  our  subject.  About 
1888  the  father  retired  from  active  agricultural 
operations,  and,  removing  to  Niles,  now  lives  re- 
tired from  the  active  business  cares  that  filled  his 
younger  years.  The  wife  and  mother  passed  away 
in  1866.  The  only  child  of  this  worthy  couple  is 
the  subject  of  our  sketch,  who  was  reared  in  the 
township  where  he  still  resides,  receiving  in  his 
youth  the  advantages  of  a  common-school  educa- 
tion. 

March  3,  1867,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Shaw  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Bun  bury,  who  was  born  in 
Niles  Township,  Berrien  County,  in  1848.  Her 
parents,  John  and  Maiy  (Martin)  Bunbury,  were 
natives  respectively  of  Ireland  and  Pennsylvania, 
and  were  early  settlers  of  Cass  County.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Shaw  is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  She  is  a  lady 
of  superior  intelligence  and  attainments,  and  is  a 
loving  wife  and  a  devoted  mother  to  her  children, 
of  whom  there  are  two,  Maria  A.  and  James  J.,  both 
at  home.  The  home  farm  is  one  of  the  good  ones 
in  the  township,  and  consists  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  of  which  one  hundred  are  in  excellent 
cultivation,  while  the  remainder  are  timber  and 
pasture  land.  To  a  considerable  extent,  also,  Mr. 
Shaw  engages  in  stock-raising,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  successful  general  farmers  in  the  vicinity. 

In  his  social  connections,  Mr.  Shaw  affiliates 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a  member  of 
Edwardsburgh  Lodge  No.  106,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
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iS  a  Master  Mason.  He  is  also  prominent  in  the 
Farmers' Alliance.  Politically  a  Democrat,  he  is 
now  serving  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  filled  the 
position  of  Supervisor  from  Howard  Township  for 
three  years,  and  for  twenty  years  he  has  been  an 
incumbent  of  one  of  the  school  offices,  and  his  in- 
terest in  educational  matters  is  unceasing.  He  is 
liberal  in  his  views,  a  man  of  broad  charity  and 
great  kindness  of  heart,  and  has  won  the  regard  of 
those  among  whom  his  entire  life  has  been  passed. 


APT.  HENRY  GEPHART,  a  prominent 
farmer  and  old  settler  of  Niles  Township, 
'/J  Berrien  County,  now  residing  on  section 
25,  where  he  has  a  very  pleasant  rural  home,  is  a 
native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  ten  miles  from  Dayton,  October  20,  1820. 
His  father  Daniel  Gephart,  was  a  native  of  the 
good  old  State  of  Pennsylvania,  but  moved  to 
Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  with  his  father  when 
a  boy.  They  located  on  the  present  site  of  the 
city  of  Cincinnati,  when  but  one  other  house  was 
standing  there.  They  were  among  the  first  in  that 
region,  and  entered  land  from  the  Government. 
The  grandfather  inherited  the  thrift  and  energy 
of  his  German  ancestors  and  became  quite  well  off. 
While  a  resident  of  Montgomery  County,  Daniel 
Gephart  became  acquainted  with  Miss  Mary  Eagle, 
a  native  of  Virginia  and  of  German  descent,  and 
their  nuptials  were  celebrated  in  that  county. 
After  marriage,  they  located  on  the  Big  Miami, 
and  there  kept  an  hotel  for  twenty  or  twenty-five 
years.  They  also  owned  large  tracts  of  land  in 
that  county,  and  gained  it  all  through  economy 
and  industry,  for  the}^  experienced  all  the  priva- 
tions and  hardships  of  pioneers.  About  1833  they 
went  to  South  Bend,  Ind.,  and  after  residing  there 
for  three  years,  crossed  the  line  into  Michigan, 
locating  in  Niles  Township,  Berrien  County.  There 
they  kept  the  old  Digens  Hotel  for  a  few  years, 
and  there,  in  1836,  the  father  received  his  final 
summons,  dying  when  sixty  years  of  age.  The 
mother  survived  him  many  years,  and  died  in 
California  when  in  her  ninety -sixth  year. 


The  nine  children  born  to  this  most  estimable 
couple  were  in  the  order  of  their  births  as  fol- 
lows: David  and  William,  deceased;  Robert,  resid- 
ing in  Niies  Township,  who  is  now  seventy -seven 
years  of  age;  Henry,  our  subject;  John,  who  when 
last  heard  of  was  in  Mexico;  Horace,  deceased; 
Sarah  Ann,  the  wife  of  John  Jacobs,  of  California; 
Mary  Jane,  widow  of  William  Roberts,  and  a  large 
land-owner  in  California;  and  Harriet,  widow  of  B. 
Gray,  who  resides  in  Niles  Township.  Capt.  Henry 
Gephart,  the  fourtli  son  and  fourth  child  of  the 
above-mentioned  family,  was  thirteen  years  of  age 
when  he  went  with  his  parents  to  South  Bend,  Ind., 
and  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  settled  with 
them  in  Berrien  County,  Mich. 

When  eighteen  years  of  age  our  subject  was 
bound  out  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade  to  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Childs,  and  he  remained  with  him 
until  twenty  years  of  age.  He  then  started  out 
for  himself,  with  a  pair  of  overalls  and  a  shirt, 
and  made  his  way  to  Niles,  where  he  began  working 
at  the  carpenter's  trade.  Later  he  began  working 
as  a  ship-carpenter,  and  followed  this  for  about 
five  years,  helping  to  build  several  keel-boats. 
From  there  he  went  to  Michigan  City,  and  worked 
on  the  big  ^'Montezuma,"  a  sailing-vessel,  for  some 
time.  In  1848,  he  assisted  in  building  the  first 
railroad  bridge  over  the  St.  Joseph  River  at  Niles, 
but  the  following  year  he  was  seized  with  the  gold 
fever,  and  went  to  California  by  way  of  Salt  Lake 
City  with  horse-teams.  He  spent  the  Fourth  of 
July,  1849,  in  that  city,  and  then  pushed  on  to 
the  West. 

After  remaining  in  California  for  about  two 
years,  engaged  in  mining,  Capt.  Gephart  returned 
to  the  p]ast,  by  way  of  the  Isthmus,  and  reached 
New  York  without  any  trouble.  From  there  lie 
made  his  way  by  steamer  to  Michigan,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  that  State  for 
some  time.  Selling  out,  he  began  keeping  hotel  in 
Niles,  and  ran  the  Bond  House  for  one  year,  then 
bought  the  Pavillion  Hotel  and  ran  it  three  years, 
then  trading  it  for  city  property,  after  which  he 
bought  a  farm  in  Niles  Township,  two  miles  south 
of  Niles,  where"  he  tilled  the  soil  for  about  three 
years.  This  farm  he  sold  to  an  Englishman  for 
$10,000  in  gold,  and  in   1862  he  raised  a  company 
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which  became  a  part  of  the  Twelfth  Michigan 
Infantry,  and  entered  the  army  to  light  for  the 
Stars  and  Stripes.  Although  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Major,  for  some  reason  he  never  served  in  that 
capacity.  He  participated  in  the  following  battles: 
Shiloh,  Pittsburg  Landing,  Inka  and  Hatchie,  and 
served  his  country  faithfully  and  fearlessly. 

Just  previous  to  entering  the  army,  Mr.  Gep- 
hart  loaned  the  110,000  he  had  received  for  his 
farm,  and  on  his  return  received  thirty-three  and 
a-tliird  [)er  cent,  of  the  amount.  In  1866  he 
bought  his  present  farm,  and  has  eighty  acres  of 
excellent  land,  all  improved  and  well  cultivated. 
Miss  Mary  Baird,  who  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject,  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  born  in 
Ripley,  August  7,  1831,  and  remained  a  resident 
of  her  native  State  until  1851,  when  she  came 
to  Michigan.  Seven  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gephart,  six  daughters  and  one  son,  viz: 
Emma,  wife  of  Charles  Harris,  of  Chicago;  Fannie, 
wife  of  Frank  Langston,  of  Niles  Township; 
Annabell,  who  died  when  four  years  of  age;  Hattie, 
wife  of  Robert  Probasco,  of  Chicago;  May,  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Niles  school;  Harry,  who  is  at  home 
attending  school;  and  Maude,  who  graduated  from 
the  Niles  school  in  the  Class  of  '84,  when  in  her 
seventeenth  year.  In  politics,  Mr.  Gephart  has 
always  been  a  Democrat,  but  is  rather  conservative 
in  his  views.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  and  is  a  man  worthy  the  esteem 
of  all. 


LONZO  P.  BEEMAN,  a  representative 
farmer  of  Newburg  Township,  Cass  Coun- 
ty, Mich.,  is  a  native  of  the  Quaker  State 
and  was  born  in  Crawfoid  County,  Pa.,  in 
1841.  When  buta  little  child  our  subject  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Erie  County,  where  he  re- 
mained until  March,  1856,  at  which  time  he  came 
to  his  present  locality,  and  has  since  been  a  perma- 
nent resident  of  Cass  County,  Mich.  Mr.  Beenian 
was  one  of  a  large  familj^  of  sons  and  daughters 
born  unto  Myrum  and  Lucina  (Libhart)  Beeman, 
who  were  both  natives  of  New  York.     The  pater- 


nal great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  Gideon  Bee- 
inan,  emigrated  to  America  from  England  before  the 
Revolution  and  bravely  served  throughout  the 
entre  conflict.  His  son,  named  for  his  father,  Gid- 
eon Beeman,  was  the  grandfather  of  Alonzo  P.  Bee- 
man.  Grandfather  Beeman,  together  with  his  fa- 
ther and  brothers,  took  an  active  part  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  as  citizens  were  useful  men,  law- 
abiding  and  courageous.  In  1861  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nanc}^  Bogert, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Bogert,  a  pioneer  settler  of 
Cass  County.  Answering  to  the  call  of  the  Govern- 
ment, Mr.  Beeman  the  same  year  enlisted,  but  was 
soon  after  taken  very  ill  and  was  not  able  to  join 
his  regiment. 

In  1863,  having  recovered  his  health,  he  again 
enlisted,  this  time  entering  the  service  in  Com- 
pany G,  Nineteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  re- 
mained in  active  military  service  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  Our  subject  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Resaca,  Ga.,  and,  severely  wounded,  was  unable 
to  rejoin  his  regiment  until  the  fight  of  Benton- 
ville.  In  August,  1865,  the  Civil  War  having 
ended,  he  returned  to  his  home  and  again  entered 
into  the  pursuit  of  agriculture.  Mr.  Beeman  now 
owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  Rjely-im- 
proved  land,  and  through  his  own  efforts  has 
achieved  a  comfortable  competence. 

Politically,  our  subject  is  a  stanch  Republican 
and  a  prominent  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
post  at  Jones.  Although  not  desirous  of  polit- 
ical promotion  he  is  deeply  interested  in  both  lo- 
cal and  National  affairs.  For  eight  consecutive 
years  he  has  efficiently  performed  the  duties  of 
Supervisor  of  Newburg  Township  and  given  uni- 
versal satisfaction  to  his  friends  and  neighbors. 
Through  his  efforts  the  best  interests  of  the  town- 
ship have  been  materially  advanced  and  many  lo- 
cal improvements  completed. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beeman  has  been 
blessed  with  the  presence  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Anna,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Wyley  Russer;  Ix>uie,  the  second  child; 
Stella,  Mrs.  Sherman  Poe;  Guy  and  Ned,  who 
are  the  two  youngest  and  reside  with  their  pa- 
rents. Thirty-seven  years  have  passed  since  our 
subject  made  his  home  in  the  then  Far  West,  and 
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in  the  changing  seasons  he  lias  steadily  won  his 
way  upward.  He  is  an  excellent  and  public-spirited 
citizen,  a  kind  friend  and  neighbor,  and  possesses 
the  esteem  of  the  entire  community  with  whom  he 
has  so  long  been  associated. 


OHN  Hp]NKEL.  P'or  more  than  ten  years 
the  firm  of  John  Henkel  cfe  Son  has  con- 
ducted an  extensive  mercantile  business  in 
Niles  and  has  enjoyed  the  patronage  of 
both  the  city  and  the  surrounding  country.  The 
uniformly  reliable  and  accurate  methods  upon 
which  the  business  has  been  conducted  throughout 
the  history  of  the  house  have  given  it  special  dis- 
tinction among  the  leading  establishments  of  Ber- 
rien Count}^  and  made  its  name  a  synonym  for 
propriety  of  business  conduct. 

A  native  of  Darmstadt,  Germany,  Mr.  Henkel 
was  born  on  the  3rd  of  October,  1838,  and  is  the 
fourth  in  a  family  of  five  children,  three  sons  and 
two  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living.  He  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education  in  his  native 
land,  and  in  his  young  manhood  emigrated  to 
America,  settling  in  Canada,  where  he  clerked  in  a 
store  for  a  short  time.  Prior  to  this  he  had  clerked 
in  a  store  in  Darmstadt.  Having  spent  four  years 
in  Canada,  in  1862  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  and  after  landing  in  New  York  City  pro- 
ceeded direct  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Niles. 

For  twelve  years  Mr.  Henkel  was  in  the  employ 
of  William  B.  Beeson,  and  after  the  death  of  that 
gentleman  he  was  retained  by  Messrs.  Harter  <fe 
Walker,  his  successors  in  business,  for  a  period  of 
three  years.  Later  he  went  to  Mishawaka,  Ind., 
where  he  remained  in  a  clerical  position  for  three 
years.  He  then  engaged  in  business,  forming  a 
partnership  with  his  son,  under  the  firm  name  of 
John  Henkel  &  Son,  and  the  newly-organized 
firm  embarked  in  business  in  1883.  From  that 
date  until  the  present  the  establishment  has  en- 
joyed a  large  trade  among  the  people  of  the  com- 
munit}',  who  find  there  a  complete  stock  of  dry- 
goods,   carpets,   curtains,   oilcloth,   and,   in    fact, 


everything  to  be  found  in  a  first-class  store.  The 
location  of  the  establishment  on  Main  Street  is 
convenient  for  customers  and  an  admirable  site  for 
a  mercantile  concern. 

The   marriage  of  Mr.  Henkel  occurred  in  1860 

and  united  him  with  Miss  Christina,  daughter  of 

Philip  Leanhart,  of  Canada.     They  are  the   par- 

I   ents  of  the  following  children:    Henry,  the  junior 

I    member  of  the  firm  of  Henkel  &  Son ;  Maggie,  who  is 

i    the  wife  of  Sanford  Soule,  residing  in  Niles;  Cather- 

I    ine,  Mrs.  Fred  Stevens,  a  resident  of  Bluffton,  Ind; 

I    George,  a  clerk  in  his  father's  store;  and  Anna,  who 

i    is  at  home.     In  politics  a  Republican,  Mr.  Henkel 

has  never  been  solicitous  of  public  offices,  prefer- 

I    ring  to  devote  his  attention  entirely  to  his  business. 

i    However,  he  takes  an  intelligent  and  warm   inter- 

,    est  in  local  affairs  and  is  in  favor  of  every  measure 

which  has  for  its  object  the  advancement  of  the 

community,  materially,  morally  or  religiously.    In 

his  fraternal  relations  he  is  identified  with  St.  Jo- 

sei)h  Valley  Lodge  No.  4,  A.  F.  (fe  A.  M. 


AVID  A.  CUTHBERT  has  for  many  years 
profitably  cultivated  his  fine  homestead 
located  upon  section  10,  Galien  Township, 
Berrien  County,  Mich.  Born  in  Yorkshire, 
England,  in  1819,  he  came  to  this  country  with 
only  very  limited  capital,  but  was  rich  in  hope, 
energy  and  industrious  thrift,  which  soon  aided 
him  in  the  accumulation  of  this  world's  goods. 
Our  subject  was  the  son  of  David  and  Hannah 
Cuthbert,  natives  of  England.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents, natives  of  Scotland,  married  against  the 
wishes  of  their  families.  The  grandfather  was  an 
oflficer  in  the  English  army,  and  was  accompanied 
by  his  wife  to  the  battlefield  in  France  where  he 
was  killed.  The  widow  returned  to  England,  and 
there  her  only  child,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born.  The  grandmother,  having  received  an  ex- 
cellent education,  maintained  herself  and  young 
son  by  teaching.  The  parents  of  David  A.  Cuth- 
bert married  early  in  life  and  reared  a  family  of 
twelve  children.    The  father  never  became  wealthy, 
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but  gave  his  sons  and  daughters  all  the  advantages 
his  means  afforded.  He  and  his  wife  were  sincere 
Christian  people  and  worthy  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church. 

While  yet  a  babe,  our  subject  was  taken  by  his 
paternal  grandmother  and  cared  for  tenderly  un- 
til he  was  six  years  of  age.  She  began  his  educa- 
tion and  instructed  him  in  his  primary  studies, 
and,  although  he  attended  school  but  a  short  time, 
he  acquired  valuable  book  knowledge.  At  the  age 
of  six  years  he  returned  to  his  parents,  and  soon 
after  began  the  work  of  life,  assisting  in  agricul- 
tural labor,  his  father  being  a  small  farmer.  Mr. 
Cuthbert  married  in  early  manhood  and  was  ready 
to  emigrate  to  the  New  World  when  the  illness  of 
his  wife  detained  them,  and  it  was  some  years  later 
when  he  finally  crossed  the  ocean  to  America.  His 
parents  came  to  the  United  States  in  1851  and  set- 
tled in  Monroe  County-,  N.  Y.  Afterward  they 
located  in  Michigan,  where  the  father  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  four-score  years.  In  1850,  Mr. 
Cuthbert  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Thomas  and  P^lizabeth  Arling- 
ton. Four  years  after,  in  1854,  he  with  his  wife  and 
two  children  safely  landed  in  the  United  States. 
Our  subject  found  his  stock  of  money  so  low  he 
was  unable  to  proceed  farther  than  New  York, 
and  remained  two  years  in  the  Empire  State,  work- 
ing out  by  the  month  on  a  farm. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  second  year  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cuthbert  with  their  little  ones  journeyed  to 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  and  for  seven  years  our  sub- 
ject tilled  the  ground  of  a  rented  farm.  Toiling 
early  and  late  to  provide  the  necessities  of  life, 
the  husband  and  father  managed  by  incessant  ap- 
plication and  self-sacrifice  to  lay  aside  each  year  a 
few  dollars  for  future  investment.  Removing 
finally  to  Berrien  County,  Mr.  Cuthbert  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land,  which,  with  the  one  hundred 
acres  since  added,  contains  some  of  the  best  and 
most  fertile  soil  in  the  State.  Our  subject  pros- 
pered in  Berrien  County,  and  at  one  time  had  ac- 
cumulated considerable  property,  but  sickness  in 
the  family  made  a  large  drain  on  his  resources. 
Mr.  Cuthbert  has  liimself  been  a  victim  to  rheu- 
matism, which  first  attacked  him  in  1856,  and  has 
grown  worse  with  advancing  age,  until  for  several 


years  he  has  been  unable  to  walk  without  the  aid 
of  crutches.  His  estimable  wife  bore  him  eleven 
children,  of  whom  but  one  survives,  David.  The 
son  resides  in  Colorado,  where  he  has  lived 
many  years,  and  is  in  the  employ  of  the  railroad 
there.  Threatened  with  consumption,  he  and  his 
brother  were  obliged  to  settle  in  Colorado  to  pro 
long  their  lives.  John  met  his  untimely  death  in  a 
wreck  on  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  Railroad,  Au- 
gust 12,  1893.  He  left  a  wife  and  six  children  to 
mourn  his  loss.  Our  subject  buried  his  first  wife 
and  faithful  companion  of  early  days,  and  some 
time  after  was  married  to  Mrs.  Eliza  Renbarger,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Martha  Martin.  In  1876, 
Mr.  Cuthbert  attended  the  Centennial  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  from  there  went  to  England,  intend- 
ing to  pass  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  the  home 
of  his  youth.  The  serious  illness  of  his  son  com- 
pelled him  to  return  to  Michigan  to  look  after  his 
interests.  In  local  affairs  our  subject  is  politically 
non-partisan,  but  in  national  elections  he  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party.  The  life  of  Mr.  Cuth- 
bert has  been  one  of  busy  usefulness.  Facing  pri- 
vations and  diflSculties  with  courage  and  resolu- 
tion, he  has  overcome  obstacles,  and,  a  self-made 
man  of  sterling  integrity  of  character,  has  worth- 
ily won  the  esteem  of  his  co-laborers  and  fellow- 
townsmen. 


li^^rf.^  rf  ai'<«ai» 


^/OSEPH  EVERT,  a  representative  general 
agriculturist  and  stock-raiser  of  New  Buffalo 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  is  a  pop- 
ular man  and  highly  respected  citizen,  and 
is  at  present  an  efficient  Highwa}^  Commissioner, 
discharging  the  duties  of  the  position  to  the  great 
acceptability  of  the  communit}'  by  whom  he  is 
surrounded.  Mr.  Evert  is  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  a  descendant  of  a  long  line  of  frugal  and  in- 
dustrious ancestry.  Born  in  the  dominions  of  the 
Emperor  January  11,  1854,  our  subject  passed  the 
first  eight  years  of  his  life  in  his  birthplace,  and 
for  two  years  attended  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  land.     While  he  was  only  a  little   lad    his 
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parents,  William  and  Caroline  (Wanschn eider) 
Evert,  decided  to  efnitrrate  with  their  family  to 
America,  the  land  of  promise.  The  father  and 
mother  were  both  natives  of  Germany  and  found 
it  hnrd  to  say  farewell  to  the  surroundings  and 
friends  of  their  lifetiine,  but  in  1862,  embarking 
upon  a  steamer,  they  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  after 
a  comparatively  brief  vo3^age  were  safely  landed 
in  the  United  States. 

The  family  were  not  long  in  reaching  their  des- 
tination in  Michigan,  but  proceeding  directly  to 
Berrien  County  settled  in  the  township  of  ISew 
Buffalo.  The  father,  having  but  very  limited 
means  and  a  family  to  support,  was  obliged  to 
work  out  by  the  day  for  a  period  of  three  years, 
when  he  was  finalh^  enabled  to  buy  the  farm 
where  our  subject  now  resides.  The  homestead, 
then  heavily  timbered  and  in  the  dense  woods,  has 
been  by  patient  and  unwearying  toil  transformed 
into  productive  fields,  which  annually  yield  a 
bounteous  harvest  and  are  improved  with  a  good 
residence,  substantial  barns  and  other  buildings. 
The  farm,  pleasantly  located,  crosses  the  dividing 
line  of  Michigan  and  Indiana  and  is  two  miles 
south  of  New  Buffalo.  Of  the  one  hundred  and 
forty-nine  acres,  ninety-five  acres  are  in  Michigan, 
and  fifty-four  are  in  Indiana.  The  parents  of  our 
subject  were  devoted  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  and  active  in  religious  work.  Politically, 
the  father  was  a  strong  Democrat  and  took  a  deep 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  day.  He  died  Octo- 
ber 17,  1892,  regretted  by  ^1  who  knew  him. 

The  mother  yet  survives  and  resides  in  LaPorte 
County,  Ind.  William  Evert  was  her  second  hus- 
band, and  by  him  she  had  two  sons  and  one 
daughter.  Joseph  Evert  was  the  eldest  child  and, 
remaining  in  Germany  throughout  his  early  child- 
hood, became  at  six  years  of  age  a  scholar  in  the 
free  German  schools.  After  his  arrival  in  Berrien 
County  he  completed  his  studies  in  the  schools  of 
New  Buffalo  Township.  Our  subject,  having  at- 
tained to  self-reliant  manhood,  was  upon  March 
30,  1878,  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Christina 
Frank,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  a  daughter  of 
Christ  and  Hannah  Frank,  who  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1854,  and  located  in  Michigan 
City,  Ind.     The  home  of  our  subject  and  his  ex- 


cellent wife  has  been  blessed  by  tlie  birth  of  five 
children,  Edward,  Hattie,  John,  Clara  and  Lillic. 
Like  his  father,  our  subject  is  a  pronounced  Demo- 
crat and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Tilden. 
He  has  been  prominent  in  the  councils  of  the  party, 
has  been  for  three  years  Constable  of  New  Buffalo 
and  was  elected  Highway  Commissioner  by  a  hand- 
some majority.  Energetic  and  enterprising,  he  is 
a  man  of  influence,  and  in  every  sense  of  the  word 
a  true  American  citizen,  upright  and  intelligent, 
liberal  in  ideas  and  progressive  in  business  and 
official  methods. 


r^ RANK  DE  QUI NCY  TOMPKINS,  a  prom- 
UWg)  inent  resident  of  Watervliet  Township, 
is  was  born  in  the  township  of  Weymouth, 
Medina  County,  Ohio,  February  13.  1853,  being 
the  son  of  Charles  L.  and  Mary  E.  (Bosworth) 
Tompkins.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Marshall 
Tompkins,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  was 
one  of  the  brave  soldiers  in  the  War  of  1812.  He 
walked  the  entire  distance  from  the  Nutmeg  State 
to  Medina  County,  Ohio,  reaching  the  State  at  a 
period  so  eRi'\y  in  its  development  that  there  was 
only  one  house,  and  that  a  log  cabin,  on  the  site 
of  the  now  populous  city  of  Cleveland.  In  those 
early  days  he  engaged  frequently  in  trapping  and 
hunting,  and  not  the  least  valued  of  our  subject's 
possessions  is  a  steel  trap  used  by  his  grandfather 
in  years  gone  by.  His  occupation  was  that  of  a 
cooper,  and  he  followed  that  trade  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  January,  1871,  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  four-score  years.  Politically,  he 
was  a  Whig,  and  afterward  a  Republican. 

Grandfather  Tompkins  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mary  A.  Orton,  had  a  family  of 
five  children:  George  W.;  Charles  L.;  Warren, 
who  died  in  boyhood;  Oliver,  deceased;  and  Mr*. 
Mary  Stevens,  deceased.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, Charles  L.  Tompkins,  was  born  in  Medina 
County,  Ohio,  May  3,  1834,  and  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  learning  the  cooper's  trade  in  his  youth.  He 
improved   a   farm   of   fifty-two   acres,  and   there 
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made  his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
January  30,  1860.  Politically  a  Republican,  he 
always  took  an  active  part  in  matters  of  local 
interest,  as  well  as  those  of  general  importance. 
Socially,  he  was  identified  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows. 

The    first    marriage    of    Charles    L.   Tompkins 
united  him  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Bosworth,  who  was 
born    in  Edinburgh,    Lorain   County,  Ohio.     Her 
father  was  of  English   descent,  and  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,     lie   w^as  twice   married,  our  sub- 
ject's mother  being  a  daughter  of  the  second  wife. 
The     following-named    children     were    born     to 
Charles   Tompkins   and    Mary,    his   wife:     Irene, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years;  John,  who  was 
removed  from  the  family  circle  at  the  age  of  one 
year;  Alice  and  Frank    DeQuincy.     The  second 
marriage  of  Mr.  Tompkins   was    to  Abigail    Sey- 
mour, a  daughter  of   John  Seymour,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  these  children:     Mrs.  Lavilla 
Blakesley,  Charles,  Edith  and   Mrs.  Edna   Loom  is. 
After  having  received  a  common -school  educa- 
tion, the  subject  of  this  sketch  commenced  to  earn 
his  own   livelihood;  in   fact,  he  has   been   practi- 
cally self-supporting  since  he  was  eight  years  oid. 
He  was  employed  by  the  day  or  month   until  he 
was  nineteen.     In    the   fall    of    1872  he  came  to 
Michigan,  and  arrived   in  Covert  Township,  Van 
Buren  County,  with  fifty  cents  in    his   possession. 
However,  he  was  not  in  the  least  dismayed  by  the 
want  of  money,  but  energetically  set  to  work,  and 
economically  saved  his  earnings.     For  three  years 
he  worked  by  the  month,  after  which   he  located 
on  his  present  farm,  consisting    of    one    hundred 
and  twenty  acres.     He  has  eight  acres  set  out  in 
peach  trees,  and  also  cultivates  other  small  fruits 
with  considerable  success. 

November  19,  1876,  Mr.  Tompkins  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Ray,  who  was 
born  in  Paw  Paw,  Mich.,  May  14,  1855.  This 
estimable  lady  is  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Anji  Mary  (Whalen)  Ray,  who  removed  from 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Paw  Paw,  Mich., 
becoming  early  settlers  of  that  village.  In  1855 
they  located  upon  our  subject's  present  farm, 
where  they  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty 


acres,  and  afterward  devoted  their  attention  to 
clearing  and  improving  the  property.  Mr.  Ray 
passed  away  April  14,  1875;  his  wife  died  Febru- 
ary 28,  of  the  same  year.  They  had  been  the 
parents  of  two  children,  Mary  E.,  and  P^'annie  M., 
Mrs.  Doolittle,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
leaving  two  children,  one  of  whom,  Blanche,  now 
survives.  In  his  [)olitical  sentiments  Mr.  Ray  was 
a  Republican.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs. 
Tompkins  were  Abel  and  Betsy  (Brown)  Ray, 
natives  of  New  York.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Alice  E.  Politically, 
Mr.  Tompkins  is  a  Republican,  and  takes  an  in- 
telligent interest  in  all  the  public  affairs  of  the 
community  and  nation.  However,  he  has  never 
been  solicitous  of  oflfice,  preferring  to  devote  his 
attention  exclusively  to  his  farm,  and  when  he 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  he  refused  to 
qualify  for  the  office.  He  is  a  man  of  industrious 
habits  and  excellent  judgment,  and  has  made  a 
success  of  agriculture  through  painstaking  perse- 
verance and  good  management. 


♦j*^^^^ 


ENRY  M.  BRODRICK,  M.  D.  A  volume 
dedicated  to  the  public-spirited  citizens  of 
Berrien  County  would  be  incomplete  were 
no  mention  made  of  the  popular  and  suc- 
cessful physician  whose  name  introduces  this  brief 
article.  The  Doctor  is  a  native  of  New  Bruns- 
wick and  was  born  in  St.  John  July  12,  1840. 
He  is  of  direct  Irish  descent,  his  grandfather,  John 
Brodrick,  having  been  born  in  the  Emerald  Isle, 
whence  he  went  alone  to  Nova  Scotia  at  the  age  of 
fifteen.  His  occupation  was  that  of  farming,  and 
he  S[)ent  his  closing  years  in  the  province  to  which 
he  went  in  youth. 

James  H.  Brodrick,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Nova  Scotia  and  in  his  youth  learned  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith  and  machinist,  serving  an 
apprenticeship  of  seven  years  in  St.  John,  New 
Brunswick.  Subsequently  he  became  captain  on 
a  steamer  sailing  from  St.  John  to  all  the  ports  of 
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England,  Scotland,  Ireland  and  the  Continent. 
At  the  i)rescnt  writing  (1893),  he  resides  in  New 
Brunswick,  and  at  the  age  of  four-score  and  three 
years  enjo.ys  fairly  good  health.  His  wife  was 
Eliza  McAdam,  a  native  of  St.  John,  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  the  daughter  of  Henry  McAdam,  her 
grandfather,  William  McAdam,  having  emigrated 
thither  from  Kent,  England,  and  thus  founded  the 
family  in  America.  The  mother  of  our  subject  is 
still  living,  although  at  an  advanced  age,  having 
been  born  in  1815. 

The  Doctor  is  the  only  survivor  of  three  sons, 
the  others  having  died  in  infancy.  He  was  reared 
in  St.  John  and  was  the  recipient  of  splendid  edu- 
cational advantages,  having  for  a  time  attended 
the  Baptist  Seminary  at  Frederickton,  New  Bruns- 
wick. With  his  parents  he  went  to  Ingcrsoll,  On- 
tario, at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  there  worked  at 
the  iron  business  for  seven  years.  Later  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine  undei-  the  tuition  of 
])i".  Springer,  of  Ingersoll,  and  continued  in  that 
way  for  four  years,  when,  having  completed  his 
leading,  he  located  in  Uxbiidge,  Ontario,  and 
opened  an  office.  While  pursuing  his  studies  un- 
der Dr.  Springer,  he  was  graduated  from  the  St. 
Louis  Homeo})atliic  College  in  1867.  During  the 
following  year  he  was  graduated  at  Toronto  from 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 

Going  to  Decatur,  Mich.,  in  1869,  Dr.  Brodrick 
conducted  a  practice  there  both  extensive  and  lu- 
crative. However,  he  was  so  pleased  with  the 
opening  which  Buchanan  offered,  that  he  resolved 
upon  locating  here,  and  in  1890  transferred  his  of- 
fice to  this  place.  His  skill  as  a  physician  has 
gained  for  him  the  confidence  of  the  people  and 
his  success  in  the  treatment  of  difficulty  cases  is 
universally  recognized.  For  several  years  he  has 
held  the  position  of  Health  Officer  for  both  the 
village  and  township.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  County 
Republican  Committee,  Township  Clerk,  Village 
Clerk  and  in  other  positions  of  trust.  Socially,  he 
affiliates  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

In  November,  1868,  the  Doctor  married  Miss 
Anna  Swayze,  a  native  of  Ingersoll,  Ontario,  and 
the  daughter  of  Nelson  and  Mary  Swayze.  Her 
education  was  received  in  the  schools  of  JngersoU 


and  she  is  a  lady  of  intelligence,  occupying  a  high 
place  in  tlje  regard  of  her  friends.  Her  marriage 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children.  James  A. 
and  Harry  S.  are  deceased,  the  latter  having  died 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  William  N.  is  the 
only  surviving  child. 


jf?  AWSON  A 
I  (©)  ited  citizen 
'11a   tributed  la 


jf?  AWSON  A.  DUNCAN.  The  public-spir- 
^  "        zens  of  Berrien  County  have  con- 

largely  to  the  promotion  of  its 
interests  and  the  extension  of  its  influence. 
Among  the  number,  probably  few  have  become 
more  widely  and  favorably  known  than  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biographical  sketch,  whods  one  of  the 
most  popular  citizens  of  Niles.  As  an  official,  he 
has  discharged  the  duties  imcumbent  upon  him 
with  energy  and  straightforward  fidelity,  which 
have  won  the  commendation  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  Duncan  is  a  native  of  Indiana.  His  grand- 
father and  father  were  editors,  and  he  early  took 
to  journalism.  Drifting  to  Iowa  in  1856,  he  soon 
became  associated  with  the  late  Hon.  George  II. 
Jerome  in  the  editorial  control  of  the  Iowa  City 
Republican.  This  pursuit  was  followed  until  Mr. 
Duncan  enlisted  in  the  late  war.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Fortieth  Iowa  Infantry  in  1862, 
resigning  a  position  as  one  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Iowa  to  settle  the  swamp-land  claims  of  the 
State  with  the  general  Govern nient.  He  was  ap- 
pointed Adjutant  of  the  regiment,  and  was  subse- 
quently commissioned  Major.  He  was  with  his 
regiment  in  all  its  engagements  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  serving  in  Kentucky,  at  Vicksburg  and  in 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Department. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  our  subject  located  in 
Niles,  Mich.,  where  in  1866  he  purchased  and 
consolidated  the  Niles  Inquire^'  and  the  Berrien 
County  Freeman.  From  that  time  to  the  present, 
he  has  had  editorial  control  of  the  Niles  Timea^ 
the  name  soon  being  changed  to  the  Niles  Bepub- 
lican,  Mr.  Duncan  has  served  on  the  Republican 
State  Ceiitrg^l  Committee,  and  for  many  years  was 
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a  member  of  the  County  Committee,  six  years  of 
whieli  time  he  was  its  Chairman.  He  was  a  visitor 
to  the  State  Normal  School  one  year,  a  Presiden- 
tial elector  in  1872,  and  cast  a  personal  vote  for 
Grant  and  Wilson. 

Mr.  Duncan  has  been  Deputy  Collector  of  Inter- 
nal Revenue  and  was  a  member  of  the  State  Sen- 
ate in  1883.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Postmaster 
at  Niles  for  four  years.  He  has  been  a  firm,  un- 
faltering and  consistent  Republican  from  the  day 
of  the  organization  of  the  partj^,  never  bitter,  but 
prudent  and  unwavering. 


HL^  ON.  JOHN  B.  SWEETLAND,  M.  D.,  a  suc- 
|j  cessful  medical  practitioner  of  Edwards- 
burgh,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  is  also  the  able 
5^  editor  of  the  Argus.  Engaged  in  the  com- 
plex duties  of  professional  life,  he  has  likewise  di.-:- 
charged  with  efficiency  the  obligations  of  public 
office.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Di-yden  Township, 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  Jul)'  4,  1834,  his  par- 
ents being  James  and  Frances  (Wakely)  Sweetland. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  John  Sweetland,  whose 
ancestors  emigrated  from  England  to  the  United 
States  in  the  Colonial  days,  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier  and  fought  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
His  home  was  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  amid 
the  Green  Mountains  he  reared  five  sturdy  sons: 
John,  William,  Bowen,  James  and  George.  He  also 
had  one  daughter.  The  father  of  our  subject,  born 
in  Rutland,  Vt.,  early  located  in  New  York,  where 
he  cleared  and  improved  a  farm  of  over  two  hun- 
dred acres.  He  died  upon  his  homestead  in  1862, 
aged  seventy -three  years.  His  wife  passed  away 
in  1863  in  Michigan.  James  Sweetland  served  as 
a  Lieutenant  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  in  poli- 
tics a  Democrat  and  in  early  life  was  a  strong  Ab- 
olitionist. Six  sons  and  two  daughters  who  blessed 
his  home  survive.  Jervis,  of  Anthony,  Kan.,  was 
the  eldest-born;  Lafayette  lives  in  Dryden;  Angu^ 
is  next;  George  J.  is  in  New  York;  William  W. 
aevvedas  Adjutant  in  Scott's  Nine  Hundred;  John 


B.,  the  youngest,  is  our  subject.  The  daughters  are 
p] valine  A.  and  Sarah  G.  The  parents  were  active 
and  influential  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  Father  Sweetland  was  a  counselor, 
a  true  friend  and  a  peace-maker  among  his  neigh- 
bors. 

Dr.  Sweetland  received  a  good  common-school 
education  in  central  New  York.  He  taught  school 
three  terms  during  the  winter  months,  and  being 
an  ambitious  and  enterprising  young  man,  he  re- 
solved to  fit  himself  for  a  profession,  and  began 
the  study  of  medicine.  In  1859  he  entered  upon 
a  course  of  lectures  in  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
and  also  studied  under  Dr.  Aldrich.  During  the 
spring  of  1861  he  graduated  with  honor  and  re- 
ceived his  degree  bt  M.  D.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in 
Company  M,  Fourth  Michigan  Infantry,  as  private, 
and  after  the  battle  of  Perry ville  was  detailed  as 
surgeon.  He  remained  at  Lebanon  until  the 
spring  of  1863,  when  he  was  sent  to  Louisville, 
where  he  had  charge  of  a  ward  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  Dr.  Sweetland  had  charge  of  the  surgical 
cases  nine  months.  While  employed  in  this  ca- 
pacity he  received  from  his  patients  a  case  of  fine 
surgical  implements — a  precious  souvenir  of  those 
troublous  days.  The  attendants  of  the  branch  of 
Clay  Hospital  were  also  among  the  donors  who 
thus  exhibited  their  appreciation  of  the  valuable 
services  of  our  subject.  After  an  examination  at 
Cincinnati,  the  Doctor  on  reaching  Louisville  re- 
ceived a  commission  as  Assistant  Surgeon,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1864  was  given  his  honorable  discharge 
from  the  service  of  the  Government. 

In  1861,  our  subject  drove  from  his  native 
State  to  Cold  water,  Mich.,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
war  made  his  permanent  home  in  Edwardsburgh, 
where  he  has  been  actively  and  constantly  engaged 
in  professional  duties  ever  since.  Dr.  Sweetland 
takes  a  high  place  in  the  social  and  professional 
life  and  is  a  valued  member  of  the  County  Med- 
ical Society.  In  the  spring  of  1879,  he  bought 
the  Edwardsburgh  Argus  and  has  since  prosper- 
ously conducted  this  spicy  and  readable  paper, 
which  enjoys  an  extended  circulation  in  Cass 
County,  having  over  six  hundred  regular  subscri- 
bers. The^paper,  at  first  neutral  in  politics,  has  for 
the  past  ten  years  been  a  strong  temperance  organ. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


797 


In  the  fall  of  1874,  Dr.  Sweetland  was  elected 
upon  the  Republican  ticket  to  the  Legislature  of 
Michigan.  He  gave  excellent  service  as  a  member 
of  important  committees  and  materially  advanced 
the  interests  of  his  constituents.  In  1880,  he  was 
a  delegate  to  the  Temperance  convention  which 
nominated  St.  John,  and  has  pluckily  made  the 
race  for  the  Legislature,  Senate  and  Congress  on 
the  Temperance  ticket.  Dr.  Sweetland  enjoys  the 
comforts  and  luxuries  of  a  pleasant  home  on  the 
banks  of  Pleasant  Lake. 

The  accomplished  wife  of  our  subject  was  Miss 
Frances  Bacon,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Van  Arny)  Bacon.  The  lovely  home  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  four  children:  Jennie,  Le- 
Roy  B..  Eva  and  John.  The  latter  was  killed  by  a 
fall  at  the  age  of  eight  years.  Mrs.  Sweetland  is 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  is  act- 
ive in  the  social  and  religious  work  of  that  de- 
nomination. Dr.  Sweetland  is  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons  and  affiliates  also 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
Actively  engaged  in  the  practical  duties  of  his 
medical  profession  and  devoting  much  time  to  the 
Argus^  he  is  a  busy  man,  but  is  never  too  hurried  to 
lend  his  personal  presence  and  influence  to  further 
all  enterprises  tending  to  local  advancement  and 
the  promotion  of  the  public  welfare. 


i>-^^-<^ 


L^^HOMAS  O'HARA  was  born  March  9,  1856, 
ifn^^  in  Le  Roy,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is 
^^^  the  eldest  child  of  John  and  Catherine 
(McKenna)  O'Hara.  His  parents  are  of  Irish 
birth,  and  are  Roman  Catholics.  The  mother  was 
born  in  1837,  and  came  to  this  country  in  1846. 
John  O'Hara  was  born  in  1831,  removed  to  New 
York  in  1848,  and  was  married  to  Miss  McKenna 
in  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  in  1854.  Nine  children  were 
born  to  them,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living. 
John  O'Hara  removed  to  Wisconsin  in  1862.  Dur- 
ing the  next  eight  years  he  resided  successively  in 
Shebo3'gan,  Waubeka,  Bolton vi lie  and  Newburg. 
In  1870  he  was  elected  Principal   of   the  Third 

3d 


Ward  School  in  Manitowoc,  and  has  resided  in  that 
city  ever  since. 

Thomas  lived  with  his  parents  until  the  spring 
of  1871.  In  May  of  that  year  he  shipped  as  a 
cabin -bo}'  on  the  propeller  "Gen.  H.  E.  Paine." 
He  sailed  on  passenger  steamers  on  the  Lower  and 
Upper  Lakes  until  1882,  serving  as  cabin-boy,  por- 
ter, steward  and  clerk.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Barratt  May  3,  1877,  and  established  his 
residence  in  St.  Joseph.  Miss  Barratt  was  born  in 
Leicester,  England,  March  23,  1856.  The}-  have 
three  children:  Miss  Isabel, aged  fifteen  years,  and 
Masters  Barratt  and  Frank  Herbert,  aged  eleven 
and  five,  respectively. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  O'Hara  read  law  three 
winters  in  the  office  of  Hon.  N.  A.  Hamilton,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  March,  1880.  During 
that  year  he  was  one  of  the  Democratic  candidates 
for  Circuit  Court  Commissioner,  but  was  defeated 
by  one  hundred  and  forty-two  majority.  The 
Republican  candidates  for  Presidential  electors 
carried  the  county  by  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  plurality  and  four  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
majority.  In  Noven)ber,  1880,  he  formed  a  law 
partnership  with  Clarence  A.  Webster,  under  the 
firm  name  of  O'Hara  cfe  Webster,  and  opened  an 
office  in  St.  Joseph.  The  firm  dissolved  in  April, 
1881.  In  1882  he  defeated  Walter  L  Hirnes,  the 
Republican  candidate  for  County  Clerk,  by  five 
hundred  and  seventy-five  majority,  and  was  re- 
elected in  1884  by  a  majority  of  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-nine  over  the  Republican  nominee, 
Henry  L.  Hess,  running  each  time  about  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  ahead  of  his  ticket.  In  1886  he 
was  defeated  by  the  "boy  from  Weesaw,"  Herbert 
L.  Potter,  whose  majority  was  four  hundred  and 
seventy-six.  Mr.  Potter  was  indorsed  by  the 
Knights  of  Labor,  and  the  feeling  against  a  third 
term  was  decidedly  strong  in  the  county,  but  Mr. 
O'Hara  received  twenty -six  more  votes  than  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  Governor.  In  April, 
1887,  he  was  elected  Circuit  Judge  of  the  Second 
Judicial  Circuit,  defeating  Hon.  George  S.  Clapp 
by  eleven  hundred  and  forty-one  votes  in  Berrien 
County,  and  over  eight  hundred  in  the  district. 

In  February,  1888,  an  election  was  held  in  Ber- 
rien   County   under   the   'Mocal    option"   act    of 
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1887.  Judge  O'Hara  published  a  letter  urging  the 
Democrats  of  the  county  to  vote  in  favor  of  local 
option.  At  the  spring  election  in  1887,  the  county 
had  given  a  majority  of  but  sixty  in  favor  of  the 
constitutional  amendment  relative  to  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  liquor  traffic.  Prior  to  the  publica- 
tion of  Judge  O'Hara's  letter  several  counties  in 
the  State  had  voted  to  accept  local  option,  but  in 
each  case  by  a  much  smaller  majority  than  had 
been  given  for  the  amendment  in  1887,  and  a  cor- 
respond in  tj  decrease  in  Berrien  County  would, 
have  defeated  local  option  by  a  large  major it}^ 
The  result  of  the  election  was  the  adoption  of  lo- 
cal option  b^^  a  majority  of  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-three.  He  called  a  grand  jury  in  1888,  and 
another  in  1890,  to  inquire  into  violations  of  the 
liquor  laws,  a  measure  that  had  not  been  resorted 
to  for  twenty  years  in  the  county. 

Judge  O'Hara  was  re-nominated  in  1893,  but 
was  defeated  by  Hon.  O.  W.  Coolidge.  The  cam- 
paign was  the  most  acrimonious  one  in  the  history 
of  Berrien  County.  The  local  Democracy  was 
split  into  factions  in  Niles  and  different  parts  of 
the  county,  the  Republicans  gaining  thereby  in 
many  of  the  townships  and  electing  their  candi- 
date for  Mayor  in  Niles  by  over  two  hundred  ma- 
jority, although  the  city  usually  went  Democratic 
by  one  hundred  and  fifty.  Judge  O'Hara  was 
bitterly  opposed  by  many  of  his  former  supporters, 
and  the  Catholic  issue  was  raised  against  him  by 
his  enemies  and  by  the  American  Protective  Asso- 
ciation and  its  sympathizers.  He  was  defeated  by 
six  hundred  and  fifteen  in  Berrien  County,  run- 
ning one  hundred  and  eleven  behind  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  School  Commissioner.  Mr. 
Coolidge's  majority  in  the  district  was  over  nine 
hundred. 

Although  the  Judge  had  never  tried  a  case  in  the 
Circuit  Court  before  his  election  to  the  Bench,  it 
was  evident  from  his  first  term  of  court  that  he  was 
better  qualified  than  even  his  most  ardent  admirers 
had  ever  claimed.  His  perceptions  were  keen,  his 
mind  was  discriminating,  and  he  presided  with 
dignity,  firmness,  impartiality  and  courtesy.  He 
had  a  remarkable  faculty  for  dispatching  business, 
and  there  was  no  limit  to  his  industry.  During 
his  term  he  disposed  of  more  than  thirteen  hun- 


dred casee,  six  hundred  of  which  were  contested 
cases.  With  a  warm  heart  and  generous  impulses, 
an  expressive  face  and  popular  manners,  no  man 
in  the  county  has  ever  had  more  friends  or  a 
larger  personal  following.  He  removed  to  Berrien 
Springs  in  December,  1882,  where  he  still  resides. 


ILTON  J.  GARD.  A  plain,  unvarnished 
statement  of  the  facts  embraced  in  the  life 
of  Mr.  Oard,  a  man  well  and  favorably 
known  to  t!ie  people  of  Cass  County,  is  all 
hat  we  profess  to  be  able  to  give  in  this  history 
of  the  county,  and  yet,  upon  examination  of  those 
facts,  there  will  be  found  the  career  of  one  whose 
entire  course  through  the  world  has  been  marked 
by  great  honesty  and  fidelity  of  purpose. 

He  is  a  native  of  the  Hoosier  State,  born  in  Un- 
ion County,  March  11,  1824,  and  as  he  was  but  six 
years  of  age  wiion  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Volinia  Township,  Cass  County,  Mich.,  all  his 
memory  is  of  this  State.  His  fathej',  Jonathan 
Card,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  born  in  1799. 
The  latter  went  from  his  native  State  lo  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  with  his  father,  Josephus  Card,  in  1807,  and 
in  1830  came  to  Michigan.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Elizabeth  Bishop,  was  a  native  of  South 
Carolina  and  a  descendant  of  Quaker  ancestors. 
They  were  married  in  Union  County,  Ind.,  and 
made  their  home  there  until  1829,  when  they  came 
to  Cass  County,  this  State.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  this  section,  and  assisted  in  organizing 
the  township  of  Volinia.  Indians  were  plentiful 
at  the  time,  and  the  timber  was  full  of  wild  animals. 
He  built  a  primitive  log  cabin,  and  with  tiie  rude 
implements  in  vogue  at  that  time  he  branched  out 
as  an  agriculturist.  As  the  years  passed  by  they 
gathered  around  them  many  comforts,  and  there, 
where  the  principal  part  of  their  lives  had  been 
spent,  this  worthy  couple  received  their  final  sum- 
mons. Of  the  nine  children  born  to  them,  seven 
are  living  at  the  present  time  and  are  named  as 
follows:  Milt<m  J.,  R.  F.,  I.  N.,  B.  R;  Eliza,  now 
MrSt  Whitam;  Esther,  Mrs,  Green;  and  Almira,  Mrs, 
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Welcher.     Those  deceased  were  Mary,  Mrs.  Green, 
and  Emily,  Mrs.  Huff. 

The  youthful  days  of  our  subject  were  passed  in 
assisting  his  father  to  clear  the  farm,  and  his  edu- 
cational advantages  were  limited.  He  was  fortu- 
nate in  having  parents  who  were  interested  in 
having  him  well  educated,  and  they  assisted  him 
very  materially  in  that  respect,  for  they  often  heard 
him  recite  at  home.  Later  he  took  up  the  study 
of  grammar  and  arithmetic  himself,  and  made  such 
headway  with  these  that  when  twenty  years  of  age 
he  started  out  as  an  educator.  After  teaching  two 
terms  he  branched  out  as  a  farmer,  but  in  addi- 
tion was  also  engaged  in  the  sawmill  business  for 
six  years.  In  the  year  1847  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Olive  Green,  daughter  of  Jesse  Green, 
one  of  the  pioneers  here.  After  marriage  he 
followed  the  sawmill  business  where  Yolinia  now 
stands,  and  continued  this  for  some  time.  In 
1851  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  by  death  the 
sharer  of  his  joys  and  sorrows.  They  were  the 
parents  of  four  children,  one  only  now  living, 
George  W.     (See  sketch.) 

Mr.  Gard's  second  marriage  occurred  in  1854  to 
Miss  Susan  Fox,  daughter  of  Samuel  Fox,  one  of 
the  early  settlers.  Seven  children  were  born  to 
the  second  union,  four  now  living.  Ida,  wife  of 
George  Hall,  is  the  mother  of  two  children;  Ezra 
C.  married  Ida  Goodspeed,  and  has  two  children; 
Lincoln  P.  married  Jennie  Hutton;  Jemima  is  the 
wife  of  Owen  Schutt.  Bertha,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Owen  Schutt,  is  deceased,  as  are  also  Nellie  and 
Josephine.  Mr.  Gard  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  a  charter  member  of  Yolinia  Lodge,  and 
has  been  Senior  and  Junior  Warden,  Worshipful 
Master  and  is  now  Treasurer.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Anti-Horse  Thief  Association,  of  which  he  is 
President.  As  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Volinia  Farmers'  Club,  he  has  been  Secretary  and 
President.  For  six  years  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  State  Agricultural 
Societ}^  and  for  the  same  length  of  time  has  been 
a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture.  He 
has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  educational  matters, 
and  for  some  time  conducted  a  private  grammar 
and  arithmetic  school  for  grown  persons.  For 
many  yes^vs  he  >vas  Director  of  the  school  district, 


and  was  Township  School  Inspector  for  some  time. 
In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party, 
but  was  a  Whig  in  early  life.  Frequently  he  has  been 
a  delegate  to  conventions.  He  has  held  the  follow- 
ing offices:  Constable,  Township  Clerk,  School  In- 
spector, Supervisor,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Com- 
missioner of  Highways. 

Mr.  Gard  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  under 
cultivation,  and  all  his  buildings  are  in  first-class 
order.  He  raises  a  fine  grade  of  Shorthorns, 
Poland-China  hogs  and  Shropshire  and  Spanish 
Merino  sheep.  He  has  lived  on  his  present  farm 
for  sixty-four  years  and  is  well  known  as  one  of 
the  first  pioneers.  He  has  always  been  an  active 
worker  in  the  cause  of  temperance,  has  given  much 
of  his  attention  to  questions  of  public  import,  and 
is  a  man  of  broad  intelligence. 
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AMUEL  MARRS.  In  recounting  the  forces 
that  have  combined  to  make  Lake  Town- 
ship what  it  is,  more  than  a  passing  refer- 
ence must  be  made  to  the  labors  of  Samuel 
Marrs,  of  whom  it  may  be  truthfully  said  that  no 
one  has  done  more  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the 
township's  prosperity  deep,  and  to  build  upon 
them  surely  and  well.  He  is  now  one  of  the  lead- 
ing farmers  and  fruit-growers  in  his  section,  and 
the  second  oldest  man  now  living  in  the  county 
who  was  born  here.  His  birth  occurred  April  24, 
1831,  and  he  was  the  third  of  six  children  born  to 
Hugh  and  Pollen  (Riggin)  Marrs,  natives  of  that 
grand  old  State,  Virginia. 

In  the  year  1828  Hugh  Marrs  went  to  Ohio  and 
remained  there  until  the  following  year,  when  he 
made  his  advent  in  this  county.  He  came  here 
with  very  little  means,  and  took  up  eighty  acres 
three  miles  below  the  present  town  of  Berrien,  re- 
maining tiiere  a  few  years.  From  there  he  moved 
to  another  part  of  the  county  and  took  up  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  improved  and 
resided  upon  for  some  time.  After  the  death  of 
his  wife  lie  sold  out  and  married  the  widow  Ford, 
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on  whose  place  lie  lived  until  his  death.  He  was 
a  prudent,  industrious  man  and  one  whose  career 
was  without  a  flaw.  Of  the  six  children  born  to 
his  first  union  all  are  now  living,  as  follows: 
Andrew,  of  Beirien  Springs;  Hon.  Thomas  Marrs, 
of  Berrien  Centre;  Samuel;  William,  of  California; 
Eliza  J.,  wife  of  P.  H.  Webster,  of  Berrien  Centre; 
and  Malinda,  wife  of  Trobridge  Snow,  of  Berrien 
vSprings.  Mr.  Marrs  was  four  times  married,  and 
his  third  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children : 
Frank,  of  Berrien  Springs;  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Burdett  McGill,  who  resides  close  to  Berrien 
Springs.  Mr.  Marrs  was  one  of  the  early  Justices 
of  the  Peace  of  Berrien  Township,  and  a  man  who 
was  popular  with  all  classes. 

Samuel  Marrs  was  one  of  the  first  children  born 
in  Berrien  County.  His  early  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  old  log  schoolhouse  with  slab 
benches,  desks  fastened  to  the  wall,  etc.,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  go  some  distance  through  the  woods. 
The  second  school  he  attended  was  but  little 
better  in  the  way  of  furniture  than  the  other  one, 
but  he  applied  himself  and  received  a  fairly  good 
education.  Mr.  Marrs  says  the  finest  penman  he 
ever  saw  was  a  Pottawatomie  Indian,  and  he,  with 
several  of  the  other  young  folks  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, attended  writing-school  taught  by  that 
Indian.  On  commencing  life  for  himself,  young 
Marrs  engaged  in  the  carpenter  trade  for  six  years, 
and  assisted  in  building  some  of  the  first  frame 
residences  ever  erected  around  Berrien  Springs. 

After  this  he  went  to  the  Ford  Farm  and  took 
care  of  his  father  for  two  years.  There,  in  1855,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Marj-  J.  Galena,  a  native  of 
this  county,  born  in  1836,  and  a  daughter  of 
David  and  Betsey  Galena,  natives  of  Ohio,  but  who 
came  to  this  county  about  1833.  P^or  a  few  years 
after  his  marriage  he  resided  on  the  farm  of  his 
mother-in-law,  after  which  he  purchased  the  farm 
on  which  be  now  resides,  but  did  not  move  on  it 
for  seven  years  after  purchasing.  His  farm  con- 
sisted of  one  hundred  and  twentj^  acres  in  woods, 
and  for  this  he  paid  $900.  There  was  no  road 
leading  to  the  [)lace,  and  it  was  covered  wy;h  heavy 
timber,  but  Mr.  Marrs  cleared  a  portion  of  it 
before  the  war.  He  now  has  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  under  cultivation,  and  to  his  original 


purchase  he  has  since  added  twenty  acres.  Four- 
teen children  were  born  to  this  marriage,  seven  of 
whom  survive:  Martha,  wife  of  James  Galigar; 
Arthur;  Andrew;  Mary,  wife  of  William  Ray  buck; 
Hugh;  Sarah,  wife  of  John  Flasher;  and  Jessie. 
Mrs.  Marrs  died  in  November,  1873,  and  in  Decem- 
ber of  the  following  year  Mr.  Marrs  married  Miss 
Maggie  Westfall,  of  New  York,  and  the  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Mary  Jane  Westfall,  who  came  to 
this  county  previous  to  the  Civil  War. 

To  this  second  union  six  children  were  born, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living:  Jennie,  Thomas, 
Ada  and  May.  In  connection  with  farming  Mr. 
Marrs  is  actively  engaged  in  fruit-growing  and 
has  twenty-five  acres  of  orchard  on  his  place,  six 
acres  being  devoted  to  small  fruit.  His  home  is 
one  of  the  pleasantest  in  the  township  and  every 
thing  about  it  denotes  peace,  prosperity  and 
thrift.  He  has  held  a  number  of  local  olfices. 
Township  Treasurer,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  etc., and 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  same  in  a  creditable 
and  satisfactory  manner.  Politically,  he  is  a 
prominent  Republican. 
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JLLIAM  B.  EIDSON.  This  prominent 
of  the  county  was  born  in  North 
la,  and  was  second  in  order  of 
birth  of  six  children  born  to  John  and  Sarah 
(Eidson)  Eidson,  natives  of  the  grand  old  State  of 
Virginia.  The  Eidson  family  is  of  Elnglish  and 
Scotch  lineage  and  was  prominently  identified 
with  the  early  history  of  Virginia,  the  members 
being  leading  planters  of  that  State.  John  Eidsoiu 
the  paternal  great-grandfather ,  of  our  subject, 
served  in  the  War  for  Independence,  and  occupied 
an  official  position  in  the  Colonial  army. 

John  Eidson  and  wife  moved  to  North  Carolina 
at  an  early  date,  and  there  resided  for  seven  or 
eight  years,  the  father  engaged  as  a  planter. 
Later  they  moved  to  Ohio  and  there  the  father  re- 
ceived his  final  summons  in  1835.  His  wife 
survived  him  until  1870.  The  six  children  born 
to  them  lived  to  mature  years,  with  the  exception 
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of  one  who  died  in  infancy.  The  others  were: 
Barney,  deceased,  wlio  was  twice  married  and 
left  two  children;  W.  B.,  onr  subject;  Frances, 
"wife  of  VV^illiam  Bontie,  of  Iowa;  P^lizabeth,  de- 
ceased; and  John  E.,  who  resides  at  Berrien  Springs, 
this  county. 

The  first  few  years  of  our  subject's  life  were 
passed  in  his  native  State  and  on  his  father's 
plantation.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Ohio  and  in  those  of  xMichigan,  having 
attended  school  after  he  was  grown  and  married. 
He  attended  one  term  with  his  first-born  son.  In 
1844  he  made  his  first  appearance  in  Michigan, 
landing  here  on  his  twenty-first  birthday,  and 
with  $10  in  cash.  He  came  with  his  cousin,  and 
for  some  time  worked  by  the  month,  receiving  $12 
per  month.  Being  frugal  and  industrious,  he 
accumulated  some  means,  and  when  twenty-seven 
years  of  age  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  Weaver, 
a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of  David  and 
Ann  Weaver. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage,  Mr.  Eidson  was 
thcTOwner  of  sixty-one  acres  of  land  (not  all  paid 
for)  and  had  but  little  money.  He  con  tinned  as  he 
had  started,  to  work  very  hard,  and  by  economy 
and  hard  work  has  accumulated  a  comfortable 
fortune.  He  purchased  and  improved  a  farm, 
which  he  recently  sold  to  his  son  Edward  for  $37 
per  acre.  This  consists  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  which  cost  him  at  the  time  of  purchase  $10 
per  acre.  Mr.  Eidson  improved  this  farm  hand- 
somely; he  cleared  up  one  hundred  acres,  erected 
a  house  at  a  cost  of  $1,500,  a  barn  at  a  cost  of 
$1,200,  and  made  numerous  other  improvements. 

In  1888  our  subject  sold  his  farm  and  purchased 
a  handsome  home  adjoining  the  town  of  Berrien 
Springs.  This  place  consists  of  over  eleven  acres, 
with  a  fine  orchard  of  apple  trees,  and  lately  Mr. 
Eidson  has  been  transplanting  pear  and  plum  trees, 
making  an  orchard  of  one  acre  for  this  place.  lie 
paid  $1,500  for  the  i)roperty,  and  spent  at  least 
$900  in  mnking  improvements.  For  some  time 
after  his  marriage  Mr.  Eidson  was  engaged  in  the 
livery  business  in  Berrien  Springs,  owning  the 
first  barn  in  that  village,  and,  as  his  custom  was 
small  at  first,  his  friends  thought  it  a  bad  invest- 
ment.    At    first    he    started    in    partnership    with 


John  Weaver,  with  only  six  horses,  but  the  trade 
soon  demanded  more  horses  and  they  carried  on  a 
thriving  business.  Our  subject  then  sold  out  his 
interest  and  engaged  in  farming.  While  in  t\m 
livery  business  he  was  also  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  brooms,  being  a  partner  .of  James 
Andrews,  the  pioneer  broom-maker  of  Berrien 
Springs. 

When  Mr.  Eidson  first  came  to  this  country  it 
was  sparsely  settled,  churches  and  schoolhouses 
were  few  and  far  between,  and  the  whole  country 
was  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  trees.  There 
was  no  church  in  Berrien  Springs,  but  there  was 
one  schoolhouse,  and  in  that  meetings  were  held, 
all  denominations  attending.  Mr.  Eidson  has 
been  very  successful  in  all  the  occupations  he  has 
followed,  and  with  the  assistance  of  his  noble  wife, 
who  has  ever  been  at  his  right  hand,  has  accumu- 
lated sufficient  means  to  enable  them  to  pass  the 
remainder  of  their  days  in  ease  and  plenty.  Ten 
children  have  been  given  this  most  estimable 
couple,  but  two  died  in  infancy.  The  others  are: 
Gilbert,  of  this  county ;  Hattie;  Frances;  John,  of 
Minnesota;  Edward,  on  the  home  place;  Williym, 
a  traveling  man;  and  Herbert  B.  The  last  two  are 
in  the  hardware  business  at  Hudson,  Ind.,  and  are 
live,  eneroetic  business  men. 
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SRAP]L  P.  HUTTON,  a  successful  agriculturist, 
who  has  held  with  distinguished  ability  many 
/1\  important  positions  of  public  trust  in  Berrien 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  is  a  native  of 
Napier  Township,  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  and  was 
born  July  10,  1831.  His  father, Benjamin  Wright 
Hutton,  born  in  Adams  County,  Pa.,  October  23, 
1800,  combined  the  occupations  of  a  farmer  and 
teacher  until  he  came  to  Michigan.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Levi  Hutton,  was  also  a  native  of  the 
Quaker  State,  but  the  family  were  of  direct  English 
descent.  The  mother,  Bculah  (Harris)  Hutton, 
born  November  22,  1795,  in  Chester  County, 
Pa.,  was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Harris,  likewise 
a    Pennsylvanian,   and  a  soldier    of    the    Revolu- 
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tionary  War.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were 
wedded  in  their  native  State  October  25,  1820, 
and  settled  first  near  their  early  home,  but  later 
emigratec^  to  Miami  County,  Ohio.  In  a  brief 
time,  however,  they  returned  to  the  Quaker  State 
and  located  in  Bedford  County.  In  September, 
1846,  the  father  and  mother  started  for  Michigan 
and  landed  at  White  Pigeon  October  28.  Settling 
at  Three  Rivers,  the  father  ran  a  sawmill  a  few 
years,  and  also  farmed  upon  rented  land  for  a  ' 
time,  but  soon  gave  up  the  tilling  of  the  soil. 

Later  the  parents  with  their  family  made  their 
home  in  Van  Buren  County,  where  the  mother 
died  November  22,  1864.  The  father  passed  away 
June  20,  1885,  on  the  old  homestead  where  our 
subject  resides.  Benjamin  and  Beulah  Hutton  had 
welcomed  to  their  humble  home  nine  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Caroline  M.,  Will- 
iam Wesley,  Hiram  W.,  Israel  P.,  John  H.,  David 
F.  and  Ruth  A.  In  early  life  the  parents  were 
Quakers,  but  the  father  became  a  Methodist  and 
was  active  in  church  work.  He  was,  when  young,  a 
Whig  and  afterward  a  strong  Republican.  He  was 
a  local  leader,  frequently  a  delegate  to  conven- 
tions, and  was  Sheriff  of  St.  Joseph  County,  serving 
with  ability  and  discharging  his  duties  with  un- 
varying fidelity.  He  was  an  ardent  advocate  of 
temperance  and,  a  public-spirited  citizen,  encour- 
aged tlie  cause  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  War. 
Generous  to  a  fault,  and  a  sincere  friend,  kind 
and  obliging,  he  was,  if  wronged,  a  bitter  enemy, 
and,  a  man  of  strong  character,  was  beloved  and 
respected.  Our  subject  was  sixteen  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  had  received  his 
education  in  the  little  subscription  schools  of  his 
native  State.  He  worked  out  by  the  da}^  and 
month  two  years  and  then  was,  at  eighteen  years 
of  age,  bound  out  to  learn  the  milling  business  with 
Bowman  cfe  Hoffman,  of  Three  Rivers.  Remain- 
ing two  years  as  an  apprentice,  he  afterwards 
worked  a  twelvemonth  as  a  journeyman  and  then, 
the  mill  having  been  burned,  was  obliged  to  seek 
employment  elsewhere,  locating  on  October  21, 
1851,  in  Summerville,  Cass  County,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  mill  of  Burris  Moore. 

December  6,  1855,  our  subject  bought  the  mill, 
and  in    1857,  prospering,  erected  a  new  sawmill, 


and  in  1858  built  a  gristmill  with  three  run  of 
stone,  at  a  cost  of  $12,000.  Mr.  Hutton  oper- 
ated the  mill  until  1873,  when  he  sold  out  and 
moved  to  his  present  farm,  and  the  next  year 
built  his  handsome  residence,  costing  $4,000.  The 
farm  which  he  had  previously  purchased  in  1864 
had  sixty  acres  of  cleared  land.  In  1876,  Mr. 
Hutton  bought  back  his  old  mill  and  operated  it 
until  it  was  burned,  in  1884.  He  now  owns  tliree 
hundred  and  thirteen  finely  cultivated  acres,  one 
of  the  most  valuable  pieces  of  farming  property 
in  this  part  of  Berrien  County.  On'  January  13, 
1853,  Israel  P.  Hutton  and  Mrs.  Anna  M.  (Moore) 
Millard  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Hutton 
is  a  daughter  of  Burro wes  and  Elizabeth  (Reed) 
Moore,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  father 
having  been  born  in  1796,  and  the  mother  in 
1800.  They  were  married  in  Pennsylvania  and 
moved  to  White  Pigeon,  Mich.,  in  1832,  after- 
ward living  in  Kalamazoo  County  and  finally 
locating  in  Three  Rivers,  where  they  kept  a  hotel 
before  there  was  a  house  in  the  place.  In  1848 
they  made  their  home  in  Cass  County,  settling  in 
Summerville,  where  Mr.  Moore  ran  a  gristmill 
until  our  subject  bought  him  out.  Unto  the  union 
of  Anna  M.  Moore  and  her  first  husband  were 
born  three  children:  Joseph  B.;  Edward  F.;  and 
Nancy  M.,  a  graduate  of  St.  Mary,  and  a  success- 
ful teacher.  The  eldest  son,  Joseph  B.,  is  a  farmer 
and  dairyman  in  Pleasant  Hill,  Mo.  Edward  F. 
is  a  patentee  of  wood-pulp.  The  daughter  is  the 
wife  of  Freeman  Bell,  and  lives  in  Colorado.  The 
mother  of  Mrs.  Hutton  was  born  April  21,  1820, 
in  Penns3^1vania.  The  father,  Burrowes  Moore, 
died  in  June,  1872.  The  mother  survived  until 
October,  1888.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  now  living:  Mrs.  Hutton, 
Alfred  B.,  Ambrose  Y.,  Edward  M.  and  Robert  F. 
Mrs.  Moore  was  in  religious  belief  a  Presbyterian; 
the  father  was  a  Free- Will  Baptist.  Mr.  Moore 
was  an  anti-slavery  man,  honest  and  conscientious. 
The  home  of  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife 
was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children.  Arthur 
D.,  born  June  19,  1854,  died  September  29,  1856. 
Robert  F.,  born  September  15,  1855,  married 
Ella  Mendenhall  and  has,  two  children,  L.  Arthur 
and  Nina.     Robert  F. travels  for  the  Davis  &  Ran- 
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kin  Manufacturing  and  Building  Company,  of  Chi- 
cago. He  is  liked  by  the  firm  and  is  succeeding  in 
this  line  of  work.  Wilfred  M.,  the  next  son  of 
our  subject,  is  the  Assistant  Cashier  of  the  Citizens' 
National  Bank  of  Niles.  He  was  born  June  26, 
1857,  and  married  Miss  Sarah  Reedy,  and  resides 
in  Niles.  He  is  the  father  of  two  children,  Gertie 
and  J^eona.  Elizabeth  L.,  born  March  80,  1858, 
is  the  wife  of  Adelbert  D.  Connine,  and  makes 
her  home  in  Dowagiac;  she  has  one  child,  Beu- 
lah  H.  Beulah  A.,  born  August  29,  1859,  is  the 
wife  of  Fred  G.  Lewis,  and  with  her  two  children, 
Anna  Mary  and  Marguerite,  is  at  home  on  the 
farm.  Partiienia,  born  Julj-  19,  1861,  is  the  young- 
est and  completes  the  family  list.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hutton  are  valued  members  of  the  Free-Will  Bap- 
tist church  at  vSummerville,and  both  take  an  active 
part  in  religious  work.  Mr.  Hutton  was  urged  to 
accept  the  Deaconship,but  refused.  He  is  Trustee 
of  the  church  and  Treasurer  and  has  been  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sabbath-school  for  nine  years. 
The  daughters  have  also  been  teachers  in  the  Sab- 
bath-school. Fraternally^  our  subject  is  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Fvee  &  Accepted  Masons  at  Poka- 
gon,  having  united  with  this  lodge  thirty  years 
ago.  He  was  Treasurer  of  the  lodge  for  a  num- 
ber of  terms.  For  twelve  years  he  has  also 
been  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  at  Niles.  The  children  enjoyed  excel- 
lent educational  advantages,  and  most  of  them 
attended  school  at  Niles.  Robert,  Elizabeth  and 
Beulah  have  been  teachers.  For  years  our  subject 
was  a  School  Director  at  Summerville  and,  a  friend 
to  educational  advancement,  aided  in  the  progress 
of  the  schools  of  the  home  district.  In  early  times 
a  Whig,  later  a  Republican,  he  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Gen.  W.  Scott  in  1852,  and  has 
been  prominent  all  the  years  since  his  majority  in 
the  local  councils  of  his  party,  representing  his 
constituents  at  various  State  and  county  conven- 
tions. He  was  .Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Pokagon 
Township  for  sixteen  3- ears  and  served  ably  in 
the  same  judicial  capacity  for  three  years  in  Ber- 
rien Township,  and  was  also,  in  1875,  elected  Super- 
visor of  licrrien  Township.  A  man  of  executive 
ability,  our  subject  stimulated  and  encouraged 
enterprise,  and  in  1872  was  one  of   the  organizers 


of  the  Citizens'  National  Bank  of  Niles,  estab- 
lished with  a  capital  of  $50,000  and  a  surplus  of 
$15,000.  For  twenty  years  he  has  been  a  Director 
of  that  well-known  financial  institution,  and  is  at 
present  its  valued  Vice-President.  He  is  also  a 
Director  of  the  First  State  Savings  Bank  of  Niles, 
which  was  organized  in  1891,  with  a  capital  of 
$25,000.  Financially  prospered  and  occupjing  a 
high  social  position,  Mr.  Hutton  and  the  various 
members  of  his  family  are  leading  lives  of  busy 
industry, and  command  the  high  regard  of  a  num- 
erous acquaintance  and  old-time  friends,  the  asso- 
ciates of  many  years. 


»  aa^^m^i^t^-pm 


ON.  AMOS  SMITH.  For  many  years,  or 
since  his  location  in  this  county,  the  repu- 
tation which  Mi'.  Smith  has  enjoyed  has 
been  not  only  that  of  a  substantial  and  pro- 
gressive farmer,  but  that  of  an  intelligent  and  thor- 
oughly posted  man  in  all  public  affairs.  Agricul- 
ture has  formed  the  principal  occupation  of  this 
gentleman,  and  the  wide-awake  manner  in  which 
he  has  taken  advantage  of  all  methods  and  ideas 
tending  to  the  enhanced  value  of  his  property  has 
had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  obtaining  the  compe- 
tence which  he  now  enjoys. 

He  is  a  native  of  the  grand  old  Keystone  Stale, 
born  in  Springfield  Township,  Erie  County,  August 
7,  1829,  and  his  father,  Charles  F.  Smith,  was  born 
in  the  same  township.  The  elder  Mr.  Smith  was  a 
farmer  and  always  resided  at  his  birthplace,  dying- 
there  February  17,  1885,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-two.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Emily  Leech,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  in 
1808.  She  was  married  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  and 
died  there  in  1889.  Our  subject's  paternal  grand- 
father, Oliver  Smith,  was  born  in  Ashland,  Conn.,  in 
1760,  and  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania  about  1800. 
Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  his  parents  our 
subject  was  j-econd  in  order  of  birth.  His  boyhood 
and  youth  were  passed  in  his  native  county,  and, 
like  the  average  farmer  boy,  his  early  education 
was  received  in  the  countrv  schools.     In   1852  he 
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took  a  course  in  the  commercial  college  at  Pitts- 
burgh. Previous  to  this,  in  1848,  he  came  to  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  with  his  uncle,  Joshua  Leech,  and 
remained  in  this  State  one  year,  after  which  he 
returned  to  his  native  soil.  In  the  fall  of  the 
same  year  he  went  to  Yazoo,  Miss.,  and  taught  a 
five-months  term  of  school  there.  Returning  to 
his  home  in  Pennsylvania  in  1850  he  resided 
there  for  two  years,  and  taught  two  terms  of  writ- 
ing-school. He  also  taught  book-keeping,  and 
subsequently  finished  his  education  at  Clinton, 
N.  Y.  Fie  began  teaching  when  nineteen  years  of 
age  and  followed  this  profession  for  some  time. 

In  the  fall  of  1852  he  returned  to  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  and  was  engaged  in  teaching  and  surve}^- 
ing,  as  he  had  made  the  latter  a  study,  and  was 
soon  assisting  the  County  Surveyor.  Later  he  was 
made  Deputy  County  Surveyor,  and  in  1854  he 
was  elected  to  that  office,  holding  that  position 
and  discharging  the  duties  incumbent  upon  it  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner  until  January,  1861. 
During  this  time,  in  the  winter  he  was  engaged  in 
teaching  the  Spencerian  system  of  writing.  After 
being  out  of  office  one  term  he  was  re-elected 
Surveyor,  served  one  term,  and  then  refused  the 
nomination  for  the  next  term,  preferring  to  teach. 

In  1855  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  and 
farmed  the  same  in  addition  to  his  other  duties 
during  the  years  spoken  of  above.  In  1875  the 
County  Surveyor  was  killed  and  Mr.  Smith  was 
appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  until  the  next  elec- 
tion. At  the  next  regular  convention  he  was 
again  nominated,  and  later  was  elected,  serving 
until  1883.  In  October  of  that  year  he  was  elected 
County  Drain  Commissioner,  which  office  he  held 
two  years.  So  ably  and  well  did  he  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  different  offices  entrusted  to  him, 
and  so  well  were  his  services  appreciated  by  the 
public,  that  he  was  elected  State  Senator  in  1868, 
serving  one  term,  as  was  customary  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Smith  has  also  been  Supervisor  of  his  town- 
ship and  has  led  a  very  busy  life.  He  has  had  a 
great  deal  of  guardian  and  administrator  work  to 
perform,  besides  his  official  business.  Alive  to 
matters  of  public  importance,  and  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  success  of  the  Republican  partj^  with 
which  he  has  always  been    identified,  he  is  one  of 


the  most  influential  men  of  the  county.  His  first 
Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Gen.  Scott.  Mr. 
Smith  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  has  been  Worshipful  Master  several 
terms.  He  is  a  member  also  of  the  Roj^al  Arch 
Chapter  at  Cassopolis.  The  first  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter of  his  lodge,  Mr.  Smith  has  been  chosen  to 
represent  said  lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge  many 
times. 

On  the  22d  of  November,  1855,  Mr.  Smith  was 
married  to  Miss  Martha  Jane  East,  who  was  born 
in  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  and  who  died  in  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  in  1882.  Three  children  were  the 
fruits  of  this  union:  Charles  F.,  Fred  E.  and 
George  D.  Mrs.  Smith  was  a  devoted  member  of 
the  Friends'  Church  and  for  many  years  was  an 
active  worker  in  the  same.  October  4,  1883,  lie 
married  Miss  Sue  Bogue,  also  an  active  member  of 
the  Friends'  Church.  The  forty  acres  of  land  first 
owned  by  Mr.  Smith  have  since  been  increased  to 
three  hundred  and  fourteen  acres,  in  three  differ- 
ent farms.  Mr.  Smith  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  educational  matters,  having  liad  much  to  do  in 
building  up  the  Vandalia  graded  school,  now  one 
of  the  best  schools  in  the  county. 


y^  F.  BERTRAM.  The  fruit  farm  belonging 
|(  ^  to  Mr.  Bertram  is  one  of  the  best  in  Berrien 
^^^  County,  and  is  located  on  section  36,  St. 
Joseph  Township.  The  property  consists  of  twenty 
acres,  all  of  which  are  planted  to  fruit,  ten  acres 
being  devoted  to  blackberries,  three  and  one-half 
acres  to  grapes,  two  acres  to  raspberries,  and  there 
are  also  two  hundred  and  sixty  peach  trees,  one 
hundred  apple  and  three  hundred  pear  trees.  The 
purchase  price  of  the  farm  was  $2,500,  but  the 
many  improvements  since  added  thereto  have 
greatly  increased  its  value  and  it  is  now  worth 
about  $7,000. 

Germany  has  contributed  many  of  her  most 
enterprising  sons  to  the  United  States,  and  among 
the  number  who  have  sought  fortune  and  friends 
in  the  New  World  maj-  be  mentioned  the  name  of 
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C.  F.  Bertram,  who  was  born  in  Flanover.  His  fa- 
ther, Frederick,  was  likewise  a  native  of  Hanover, 
and  for  a  time  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
wagon-maker,  but  later  secured  a  position  as  gar- 
dener for  a  nunnery.  In  his  native  land  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Louisa  Queston,  who  died  in  Germany 
after  having  become  the  mother  of  seven  children, 
five  of  whom  are  now  (1893)  living.  They  are 
Louie,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  South  Da- 
kota; C.  F.,  of  this  sketch;  Minnie,  who  is  married 
and  resides  in  Chicago-  Ernest,  a  successful  agri- 
culturist of  South  Dakota;  and  Christina,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Conrad  Heine,  a  resident  of  Chicago. 

In  1872  the  father  of  the  family  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  and  remained  with  his  children 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1890.  C.  F., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  recipient  of  ex- 
cellent advantages  in  his  native  country,  and  has  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  German  language. 
Since  coming  to  America  he  has  learned  to  read 
and  write  the  English  language.  He  emigrated  to 
this  country  in  1861,  and  for  a  time  worked  on  a 
farm  in  Cook  County,  111.,  later  spent  six  months 
in  Chicago,  and  afterward  resided  for  a  short  time 
in  St.  Louis  and  Nashville.  During  the  late  war 
he  was  in  the  Commissary  Department  of  the 
United  States  army. 

After  a  short  sojourn  in  Chicago  Mr.  Bertram 
went  to  California,  making  the  journey  via  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  upon  reaching  the  Golden 
State  followed  farming  for  nine  years.  During 
the  most  of  the  time  he  raised  hops,  meeting  with 
varying  success  in  that  business.  From  California 
he  returned  to  Chicago,  where  he  resided  for  six 
years,  and  thence,  in  1881,  he  came  to  Berrien 
County  and  located  upon  the  place  where  he  now 
resides.  His  marriage  took  place  in  1873  and 
united  him  with  Miss  Dora  Reyniers,  who  was  born 
in  Germany  and  came  to  this  country  when  about 
twenty  years  old.  They  are  the  parents  of  four 
children,  Bernhart,  Berthel,  Hilda  and  Bruno,  all 
of  whom  are  with  their  parents. 

In  his  religious  convictions,  Mr.  Bertram  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  is  a 
liberal  contributor  to  its  various  enterprises.  So- 
cially, he  is  identified  with  the  Order  of  Foresters 
of  Chicago.     He  is  a  man  who  delights  in  witness- 


ing the  advancement  of  his  township  and  county, 
and  who  may  always  be  relied  upon  to  contribute 
his  quota  to  the  attainment  of  the  desired  result. 
In  his  political  belief,  he  adheres  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party  and  is  prominent 
in  local  politics. 


^^♦= 


eARL  HERMAN,  a  highly-respected  and  suc- 
cessful general  agriculturist  located  upon 
section  15,  Bertrand  Township,  Berrien 
County,  is  a  native  of  Wurtemberg, Germany,  and 
was  born  September  24,1829.  The  father,  John 
Herman,  and  the  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Scheu,  were  both  born  in  Germany,  and  received 
a  limited  education  in  the  Government  schools. 
They  were  of  honest  but  humble  parentage,  and 
the  father  worked  as  a  day-laborer.  He  and  his 
good  wife  were  the  parents  of  seven  sons,  of  whom 
Carl  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  The  mother 
died  in  the  land  of  her  birth,  and  in  1868  the  fa- 
ther came  to  America  to  make  his  home  with  his 
son  Carl,  and  here  died. 

Our  subject  attained  to  manhood  in  the  Old 
Country,  and  was  twenty-six  years  of  age  when, 
shortly  before  emigrating,  he  was,  in  1857,  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  IClizabeth  Vetter,  a  native 
of  Germany,  who,  in  company  with  her  husband, 
almost  immediately  sailed  for  America.  They  did 
not  tarry  long  in  the  East,  but  were  in  a  brief  time 
located  in  Berrien  County,  their  first  home  being 
in  Niles  Township.  Five  years  later,  in  1862, 
they  removed  to  a  farm  purchased  by  Mr.  Herman 
in  Bertrand  Township.  Three  years  afterward 
our  subject  profitably  disposed  of  this  farm,  and 
in  1865  bought  the  valuable  homestead  of  one 
hundred  acres,  where  with  his  family  he  has  since 
resided.  The  improvements  then  on  the  place 
consisted  mainly  of  an  old  house  with  a  dilapi- 
dated roof  and  no  floor.  During  the  past  twenty- 
eight  years  the  acreage  has  been  brought  up  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  a  comfortable  and 
attractive  residence,  commodious  barns  and  out- 
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buildings  have  raade  the  old  farm  one  of  the  pleas- 
ant homesteads  of  Bertrand  Township.  . 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  have  had  six  children, 
three  daughters  and  three  sons.  Charles  resides  in 
Nebraska;  David  also  raakes  his  home  in  that 
State;  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Ehninger,  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Bertrand  Township;  Lucy  is 
the  wife  of  Washington  Gogley,  and  lives  in  Indi- 
ana; George  and  Ida  are  at  home.  Our  subject 
arrived  in  the  United  States  with  little  or  no  cap- 
ital, and  has  with  sturdy  self-reliance  and  persist- 
ent industry  steadily  won  his  way  upward  to  a 
position  of  comparative  ease  and  comfort.  Prac- 
tical, and  possessing  excellent  judgment,  he  has 
made  a  success  of  general  farming,  and  also  raises 
some  fine  stock.  Mr.  Herman  is  a  Democrat,  and 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  local  progress  and 
mutual  welfare  is  a  true  and  liberal  American  citi- 
zen. He  is  in  no  sense  of  the  word  a  politician, 
but  is  well  posted  in  national  and  local  affairs. 


/OHNT.  VANDERVEERis  numbered  among 
the  representative  farmers  and  fruit-grow- 
ers of  Watervliet  Township,  Berrien  Coun- 
ty, and  is  a  highly  respected  gentleman,  both 
for  his  good  business  qualifications  and  liis  upright 
character.  His  birth  occurred  in  Emmet  Town- 
ship, Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  December  3,  1851, 
he  being  a  son  of  James  and  Nancy  (Young) 
Vanderveer. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John  Vander- 
veer, was  born  in  New  Jersej^,  where  he  was  trained 
to  be  a  sailor.  He  was  a  pioneer  of  Glenn  Town- 
ship, Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  died  in 
1860,  on  the  farm  which  he  had  cleared  and  im- 
proved. He  served  in  the  New  York  Assembly-, 
and  proved  himself  worthy  of  that  responsible 
position.  His  wife  was  Miss  Ann  Vorhees,  and  to 
them  were  born  the  following  children:  John, 
William,  Lewis,  James,  Newton,  Ruth  and  Arthur. 
All  of  these  children  have  become  the  heads  of 
families,  with  the  exception  of  John  and  Arthur. 


The  mother  was  a  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church,  and  died  in  I860.  The  father  was  a  Whig 
and  a  Republican  in  politics. 

James  Vanderveer  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Glenn,  N.  Y.,  Februar}^  14,  1828,  and  worked  on 
the  farm  until  he  was  twenty  years  old,  when  he 
moved  to  Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  and  settled  on 
a  quarter-section  of  land  on  the  banks  of  the 
lake,  near  Battle  Creek.  He  improved  this  tract 
and  lived  on  it  until  1855,  at  which  time  he  moved 
into  the  town  of  Battle  Creek,  and  embarked  in 
the  mercantile  business.  Soon  afterward  he  had 
the  misfortune  to  lose  everytiiing  that  he  had  by 
fire,  but  amid  all  these  discouragements  Mr.  Van- 
derveer kept  up  courage,  and  again  moved  to  the 
country  to  try  his  fortune.  This  time  he  came  to 
Berrien  County  and  settled  in  Benton  Township, 
where  he  purchased  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  which  he  has  since  given  to  his  chil- 
dren. He  has  served  in  six  different  township 
offices  and  gives  his  influence  to  the  Democratic 
party,  although  he  was  at  one  time  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Whig  and  Republican  platforms. 
His  faithful  wife,  who  still  survives,  is  the  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Van  Wert)  Young,  who 
were  the  parents  of  four  sons  and  four  danghters. 
Joseph  Young  was  a  pioneer  of  Calhoun  County, 
going  there  about  the  year  1836.  In  his  religious 
affiliations  he  was  a  Presbyterian,  and  m  politics  a 
Republican. 

John  T.  Vanderveer  is  one  of  the  four  surviv- 
ing children  born  to  his  parents,  the  others  being 
William  N.,  Anna  and  Ernest.  John  was  kept  on 
the  farm  until  he  was  nine  years  old,  and  on 
reaching  his  eighteenth  year  began  life  on  his  own 
account  by  working  at  $16  a  month  for  two  years. 
At  the  age  of  twenty,  he  bought  a  farm  of  forty 
acres  in  Benton  Township,  and  in  1878  was  en- 
abled to  buy  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
timber-land  in  Watervliet  Township,  which  he  at 
once  began  clearing  and  improving.  He  now 
makes  fruit  a  specialty,  and  his  farm  is  one  of  the 
finest  looking  and  best  kept  in  the  county. 

Our  subject  is  valuable  to  this  vicinity  in  politi- 
cal affairs,  and  has  held  some  prominent  and 
accredited  positions,  among  which  is  that  of  Town- 
ship Treasurer   and   Supervisor.     He    is   a    warm 
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adiierent  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Mr.  Vanderveer  was  married  to  Mary  R.  Spencer 
February  1,  1877.  This  lady  was  born  in  Bain- 
bridge,  this  county,  to  Charles  A.  and  Elizabeth 
(J)ix)  Spencer,  of  Hen  ton  Township.  She  became 
the  mother  of  five  children:  Roy,  Percy,  Bertha, 
Bessie  and  Nancv. 


I  ULIUS  KRIEGER.  One  of  the  distinguish- 
ing characteristics  of  the  men  who  claim  Po- 
land as  the  land  of  their  birth  or  the  home 
of  their  forefathers  is  a  strong  individual- 
ism, that  gives  an  impetus  to  their  lives  and  nobil- 
ity to  their  characters.  In  whatever  land  they 
may  establish  homes,  they  display  a  certain  energy 
and  loyalty  that  endear  them  to  their  fellow-citi- 
zens. Among  the  men  of  this  class  some  mention 
may  properly  be  made  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  is  a  well-known  resident  of  Berrien 
County,  and  a  successful  fruit-grower  of  Lincoln 
Township,  residing  on  section  15. 

A  native  of  Poland,  Prussia,  our  subject  was 
born  on  the  1st  of  June,  1842,  being  the  son  of 
Martin  and  Polina  Krieger.  It  was  his  misfortune 
to  be  orphaned  in  childhood,  his  father  having 
died  when  he  was  a  lad  of  six  years,  and  his  mother 
passing  away  five  years  afterward.  His  education 
was  limited  to  a  brief  attendance  at  the  schools  of 
his  native  land,  but  he  has  gained  an  education 
which  is  not  to  be  learned  from  books  or  ac- 
quired by  literary  training.  His  is  the  more  prac- 
tical education  daily  given  to  each  of  us  in  our 
homes  or  at  our  offices,  and  which  can  be  secured 
only  as  the  result  of  experience. 

In  his  youth,  Mr.  Krieger  learned  the  trade  of  a 
tailor,  at  which  he  was  employed  prior  to  his  emi- 
gration to  the  New  World.  He  was  married  in 
Mankerudt,  Poland,  to  Rosalia,  the  daughter  of 
John  Rudnich,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  two 
children  at  the  time  they  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
established  their  home  in    the    land    of  the  free. 


It  was  about  the  year  1867  that  they  came  to 
Chicago,  Immediately  after  landing  in  this  coun- 
tiy,  and  Mr.  Krieger  found  employment  in  that 
city,  working  at  his  trade,  for  eight  years.  From 
Chicago  he  came  to  Lincoln  Township  and,  pur- 
chasing ten  acres,  commenced  its  improvement 
and  cultivation.  At  the  present  time  (1893)  he 
owns  fifty  acres,  of  which  about  thirty-four  are 
well  improved.  He  devotes  his  attention  to  fruit- 
raising  and  gardening  and  makes  a  specialty  of 
berries,  which  he  raises  with  success.  All  the 
farm  buildings  have  been  erected  under  his  per- 
sonal supervision  and  are  adapted  to  their  various 
uses. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Krieger  has  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  nine  children,  as  follows: 
Katie,  who  married  John  Kaloorkins,  a  farmer  re- 
siding in  Lincoln  Township;  Theodore,  Wallaria, 
Annie,  John,  Paulina,  Rosalia,  Julius  and  Alex- 
ander. A  Democrat  politically,  Mr.  Krieger  has 
served  for  two  years  as  Drain  Commissioner  of 
the  township,  and  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
but  refused  to  qualify  for  the  office.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  social  affairs  and  uses  his  influ- 
ence to  secure  the  progress  of  the  community 
along  the  lines  of  material  and  commercial  devel- 
opment. What  he  has  and  what  he  is  may  be  at- 
tributed to  his  own  efforts,  seconded  by  the  co- 
operation of  his  efficient  helpmate,  for  when  he 
arrived  in  Chicago  he  had  only  $12  in  his  posses- 
sion. Now  he  occupies  a  position  among  the  sub- 
stantial men  of  the  township.  He  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  Commercial  State  Bank  of  St.  Joseph.  In 
his  religious  belief,  he  is  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  is 
identified  with  the  church  at  St.  Joseph. 


^>-^<m^-^ 


FRANK  STEWART  is  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinaiy  intelligence,  energy  and  force  of 
[(  character,  and  for  the  upright  and  honor- 
able career  he  has  led  he  is  h,eld  in  universal  re- 
spect and  esteem.  His  life  has  been  rather  an  un- 
eventful one,  but  while  he  has  continued  to  pursue 
the    even    tenor   of  his  way,  he  has   been  a  deep 
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reader  and  thinker,  and  every  important  question 
of  the  day  is  given  his  earnest  attention.  As  a 
farmer  he  has  attained  an  enviable  reputation,  for 
in  conducting  his  operations  he  has  brought  his 
good  sense  and  his  practical  views  to  bear,  and  as 
a  result  has  accumulated  a  fair  share  of  this  world's 
goods. 

Mr.  Stewart  is  a  native  of  Van  Buren  County, 
Mich.,  born  in  Taw  Paw  in  the  year  1843,  and  was 
one  of  the  first  children  born  in  the  county.  His 
parents,  Archibald  and  Eliza  A.  (Tanner)  Stewart, 
were  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York,  and  their  nuptials  were  celebrated  in 
the  latter  State.  The  father  was  a  practical  me- 
chanic and  followed  his  trade  in  the  Empire  State 
until  about  1838,  when  he  decided  that  he  could 
improve  his  chances  in  the  far  West.  He  brought 
his  family  to  Michigan,  located  in  Paw  Paw  and 
there  worked  at  his  trade  with  much  success  for 
some  time.  Later  he  removed  to  Watervliet,  and 
there  continued  his  former  occupation  until  about 
1861,  when  he  went  to  Coloma,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death.  He  was  a  man  possessed  of  an 
unusual  amount  of  energy  and  determination,  and 
in  every  walk  of  life  he  acquitted  himself  with 
honor  and  renown. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Stewart  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Helen  M.,  wife 
of  Dr.  Marvin,  of  Covert,  Mich.;  William  E.,  who 
is  proprietor  and  editor  of  the  Sentinel^  at  South 
Haven;  G.  Frank,  our  subject;  Archibald,  of  Co- 
loma, Mich.;  Eliza,  wife  of  Edwin  R.  Havens,  of 
Lansing,  this  State;  Charles  H.,  who  died  about 
1885;  and  Lucy  D.,  wife  of  Charles  Merrifield,  of 
Chicago.  These  children  all  grew  to  manhood  and 
womanhood  and  became  law-abiding  and  much- 
esteemed  citizens.  The  second  child  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  original  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth 
child  in  order  of  birth  and  grew  to  manhood 
in  Paw  Paw  Township.  In  the  year  1862  he 
enlisted  in  Company  1,  Nineteenth  Michigan  In- 
fantr}^  He  was  mustered  in  as  Corporal  Septem- 
ber 5,  1862;  appointed  Sergeant  January  15,  1864; 
appointed  First  Sergeant  July  2,  1864,  and  was 
promoted  to  be  First  Lieutenant  January  11,  1865. 
He  commanded  Company  F  from  March  30,  1865, 
until  mustered    out   of   service.     He   joined    the 


Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  was  with  Gens. 
Rosecrans  and  Sherman  in  the  march  to  the  sea, 
participating  in  the  engagements  at  Spring  Hill, 
Resaca,  Carsville,  New  Hope  Church,  Culp's  Farm, 
Golgotha,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  siege  of  Atlanta, 
Avreysboro,  Benton ville,  up  through  the  Caroli- 
nas,  and  was  present  at  the  Grand  Review  at  Wash- 
ing ton.  He  was  fearless  in  the  discharge  of  duty 
and  fought  bravely  for  the  Old  Flag. 

After  cessation  of  hostilities  Mr.  Stewart  re- 
turned to  Bainbridge,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and 
in  the  year  1866  was  married  to  Miss  Henrietta 
L.  Beyers,  daughter  of  Martin  Beyers,  one  of  Ber- 
rien County's  oldest  and  most  respected  citizens. 
Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stewart;  Stella  A.,  A.  N.,  Mabel  G.,  Henry  M.  and 
Charles  PL  A.  Mr.  Stewart  served  two  terms  as 
Clerk  of  Bainbridge,  and  in  the  spring  of  1885  he 
was  elected  Supervisor  of  Bainbridge  Township, 
an  office  he  has  held  successively  since.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics  and  an  active  worker  for 
his  party.  To  all  enterprises  that  tend  to  the  de- 
relopment  and  growth  ol  the  country  Mr.  Stewart 
extends  a  helping  hand,  and  he  is  very  social, 
friendly  and  accommodating.  He  was  Postmaster 
at  Bainbridge  from  October  12,  1868,  until  Au- 
gust 26,  1874.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  Post  at  Coloma,  and  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  at  Bainbridge.  Mr.  Stewart  has 
passed  all  the  chairs  in  the  Keeler,  Covert  and 
Bainbridge  lodges,  and  i-epresented  eacli  lodge  in 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State. 


^^'  AMES  KELSEY,  formerly  a  prominent  citi- 
zen of  La  Grange  Township,  Cass  County, 
but  now  deceased,  was  born  in  Middlesex, 
Conn.,  in  1810,  and  was  the  son  of  James 
and  Jerusha  (Brainard)  Kelsey.  The  family  was 
one  of  considerable  prominence  in  Connecticut 
duiing  tlie  Colonial  days  and  was  active  in  the 
work  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  During  the 
War  of  the  Revolution,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject  served  as  a  member  of   the  Army    of    the 
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St.  Lawrence;  and  one  of  his  brothers,  also  a  sol- 
dier in  the  war,  was  taken  prisoner  and  died  on  a 
man-of-war,  a  prison  ship. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Ezra 
Brain fird,  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the 
Coniiccticut  Legislature,  while  his  son-  was  for  a 
numbei"  of  years  Lnited  States  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont. The  Brainard  family  was  connected  with 
the  early  history  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
About  the  year  182  4  James  Kelsey,  father  of  our 
subject,  migrated  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  thence 
to  Niagara  County,  the  same  State,  wiiere  he  died 
at  a  ripe  old  age.  The  education  of  our  subject 
was  acquired  principally  in  the  Lima  and  Henri- 
etta Academies  of  New  York,  and  after  his  school- 
ing was  completed  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in 
Connecticut,  where  he  taught  school  for  several 
A  ears.  Going  again  to  New  York,  he  resumed 
his  professional  labors,  and  for  some  time  taught 
school  in  the  winter  seasons  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing during  the  summer. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Kelsey  occurred  in  1836, 
and  united  him  with  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Mary  (Depew)  Compton.  Mrs.  Kelsey 
was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1817,  and 
is  a  descendant  of  a  Huguenot  family.  Her  mother 
rode  on  the  first  train  of  cars  in  the  United  States. 
The  Compton  family  was  first  represented  in  Amer- 
ica by  three  brothers,  one  of  whom  died  soon  after 
their  arrival.  The  two  survivors  settled  in  New 
Jersey  and  Connecticut  respectively,  Mrs.  Kelsey 
being  a  descendant  of  the  former. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Kelsey  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1839  came  to 
Michigan,  proceeding  directly  to  his  father-in-law's 
home  in  Cass  County.  At  that  earl}^  day  no  roads 
had  been  opened  nor  had  any  clearings  been  made. 
For  supper  on  the  day  of  their  arrival  they  had 
fish,  caught  out  of  the  lake  on  the  farm,  which  to- 
day abounds  with  various  specimens  of  the  finny 
tribe.  Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  Kelsey  and 
his  estimable  wife,  namely:  Dr.  W.  J.,  of  whom  see 
sketch  elsewhere  in  this  volume;  Hampden,  an  at- 
torney residing  in  Chicago,  who  has  a  son,  James; 
Edith,  the  widow  of  Eugene  Crane;  and  Alice  J. 
The  daughters  are  both  artists,  possessing  unusual 
talent,  and  the  younger  daughter,  Edith,  occupies 


a  prominent  place  in  professional  circles  in  Chi- 
cago, where  she  makes  her  home.  Politically,  Mr. 
Kelsey  was  a  Whig  in  early  days,  and  afterward  a 
Republican.  He  accumulated  three  hundred  acres 
of  good  land,  which  at  his  death,  in  October,  1883, 
was  bequeathed  to  his  wife.  She,  assisted  by  her 
daughter  Alice,  now  manages  the  entire  homestead, 
attending  to  the  work  in  a  manner  highly  credit- 
able to  herself,  and  securing  bountiful  harvests 
each  year  as  a  result  of  the  systematic  way  in 
which  she  supervises  the  place. 


b<^'$'ci 


^^ LIVER  P.  MILLER.  The  petty  diflrtculties 
I  /I)  ^^  ^^^^  township  in  which  our  subject  re- 
^^^  sides  find  their  way  to  his  ofifice,  and  he 
sends  the  parties  away  in  better  humor  with  them- 
selves and  with  the  world  in  general  than  the}^ 
were  on  coming  to  him,  for  he  is  a  gentleman 
who,  although  having  an  extended  knowledge  of 
the  prosaic  aspects  of  life,  is  prone  to  see  the 
humorous  side,  and  gild  the  baser  metal  with  the 
brightness  of  wit. 

Mr.  Miller  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Lake 
Township,  but  was  born  in  Ohio,  Preble  County, 
August  19,  1832.  He  was  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth  of  nine  children  born  to  Jacob  F.  and  Docia 
(Weaver)  Miller,  natives  of  Tennessee  and  Vir- 
ginia, respectively.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  were 
married  in  Ohio,  whither  their  parents  had  moved 
at  an  early  date,  and  there  they  resided  on  a  farm 
for  many  years.  Mr.  Miller  was  a  popular  man  and 
held  various  offices,  the  most  prominent  being 
those  of  Assessor  and  Commissioner.  He  served  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  was  under  Gen.  Harrison  in 
the  battle  of  Tippecanoe.  His  death  occurred  in 
the  State  of  his  adoption  February  11,  1849.  The 
Miller  family  came  originally  from  Germany  and 
settled  in  Tennessee,  in  Hawkins  County.  The 
Weaver  family  came  from  England  and  its  mem- 
bers were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Virginia. 

Of  the  nine  children  born  to  the  above  men- 
tioned couple,  eight  lived  to  mature  years:  George, 
who  resides  in  Benton  Harbor;  A.  K,,  who  resides 
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in  West  Manchester,  Ohio;  O.  P.,  our  subject;  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  Robert  Gilfillin,  of  Ohio;  Robert  D., 
who  lives  in  Colorado;  Cyrus,  who  resides  in  West 
Manchester,  Ohio;   Abigail,  deceased,  the  wife  of 
J^ewis  Howe,  of  Ohio;   and   James,  deceased,  who 
left  a  family  in  Dayton,  Ohio.     Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Miller  had  been  married  previously,  and  the  former 
was  the  father  of  two  children    by  his  fii-st  union: 
Frederick,    deceased,  and    Sarah,    deceased.     Mrs. 
Miller's    first  husband  was  John  Price,  by  whom 
she  had  four  children,  one  dying  in  infancy.    FClar- 
idge,  deceased,  left  a  family  in  Illinois;  Ellen,  de- 
ceased, was  the  wife  of  Dan   Ritz,  of  West  Man- 
chester,  Ohio;    and    John,   of    Greenville,   Ohio. 
Oliver  P.  Miller  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  Ohio,  and  attended  the  common  schools  of  his 
neighborhood.     He  commenced  life  for  himself  as 
a  carpenter  and  continued  this  for  ten  years,  meet- 
ing with  fair   success.     On  the   1st  of  May,  1864, 
he  joined   Company   C,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty- 
sixth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  attached  to  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  although  in  1864  it  was  called 
the  Army  of  Ohio.     He  served   in  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  and  participated  in  but  one  engagement, 
being  mustered  out  at  Camp  Dennison,   Ohio,  in 
September,    1864.     After    reaching    home    he    re- 
mained there  until    1867,   when   he  came  to  this 
State,  and  resided  on  rented  land  for  eight  years. 
In    1873   he  purchased  one   hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  unimproved  land,  for  which  he  paid  $12 
per  acre,  and  in  1875  he  moved  on  this  farm.     He 
now  has  fifty  acres  under  cultivation   and  is  one 
of  the  foremost  men  of  his  neighborhood.     Nearly 
the  entire  time  he   has  resided   on  his  farm  he  has 
held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  has  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  that  office  in  a  very  creditable 
manner.     He  has  also  held  the  office  of  Township 
Clerk  and  Road  Commissioner. 

In  the  year  1853  Mr.  Miller  married  Miss  Ann 
M.  Fye,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Maloy)  Fye,  natives  of 
the  Old  Dominion  and  Ohio,  respectively.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fye  were  the  parents  of  fifteen  children, 
nine  of  whom  lived  to  years  of  maturity.  Mary 
E.,  wife  of  H.  Young,  resides  in  Marion,  Ind., 
Margaret,  who  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Meadows,  re- 
Bides  in  Pe  Li3le,  Ohio;  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife 


of  T.  Ross,  makes  her  home  at  Dawn,  Ohio;  Ann  M. 
was  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Benjamin  resides  in 
Richmond,  Ind.;  Charley  is  in  Kansas;  Henry  is 
in  Indiana;  Hester  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Clin- 
german,  of  Niles,  Mich;  and  Jasper  lives  in  Ben- 
ton Harbor.  Mrs.  F3^e  died  in  1864,  and  her 
husband  in  1889.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  were 
born  five  children,  as  follows:  Orvin  W.,  of  this 
county;  Cleon;  Margaret  C,  wife  of  William  Al- 
and, of  Berrien  County;  Malissa,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years;  and  Emma,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eight  years.  Mrs.  Miller  died  in  1884.  Mr. 
Miller  is  a  member  of  the  County  Grange  and 
Lake  Grange  No.  84,  of  which  he  is  Secretaiy.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican. 


^=^^«-^-^S^^^ 


allARLES  T.  GEEASON,  an  influential  cit- 
.  izen  of  Sod  us  Township,  Berrien  County, 
^  owns  one  of  the  most  finely  cultivated  and 
highly  improved  homesteads  in  this  part  of  Mich- 
igan. He  has  been  a  resident  of  his  present  local- 
ity for  about  thirty  years  and  is  numbered  among 
the  leading  general  agriculturists  and  prominent 
men  of  his  home  locality.  Mr.  Gleason  is  a  native 
of  the  Queen's  dominions,  and  was  born  in  Canada, 
about  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles  from  Quebec,  in 
1836.  His  fathei',  Patrick  Gleason,  was  a  sailor, 
who  made  his  home  in  Ireland,  and  died  soon  after 
the  birth  of  his  son  Charles.  Our  subject  spent 
the  days  of  earl^^  boyhood  in  different  parts  of 
Canada,  and  had  but  very  limited  advantages  for 
an  education,  never  attending  school  after  he  was 
eleven  years  of  age.  Charles  was  only  a  bo}^  not 
yet  twelve  years  old,  when  he  came  to  the  States 
and  received  his  first  employment  in  Lewiston, 
Niagara  County,  N.  Y.  The  lad  obtained  work 
upon  a  farm  and  for  four  years  faithfully  sowed, 
planted  and  reaped,  laboring  with  steady  and  un- 
YRYying  industiy,  and  enjoying  few,  if  any,  of  the 
pleasures  incidental  to  youth. 

Having  now  arrived  at  fifteen  years  of  age,  our 
subject  went  to  Buffalo,  and,  a  bright,  intelligent 
lad,  readily  procured  work  and  was  for  the  sue- 
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ceeding  two  years  engaged  in  a  ship-yard.  In 
1855,  Mr.  Gleason  journeyed  to  the  farther  West 
and  located  in  Harrington,  111.  For  two  years  he 
followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  in  that  vicinity, 
and  then  resolved  to  try  his  fortunes  in  Michigan, 
and  couung  hither  settled  in  Berrien  County,  in 
the  immediate  neighborhood  of  his  present  home. 
Having  but  very  little  ready  capital,  at  first  he 
farmed  on  shares,  but  in  1863  bought  fifty  acres 
of  land,  to  which  he  has  since  added  fifty  other 
acres,  the  one  hundred  acres  being  among  the  most 
fertile  and  pi'oductive  land  in  the  township.  The 
farm  with  its  cultivated  fields  and  attractive  im- 
provements is  especially  noted  by  all  passers-by. 
The  residence,  barns  and  other  buildings  are  mod- 
ern in  construction,  well-planned  and  tastefully 
finished.  Aside  from  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  Mr. 
Gleason  profitably  handles  some  excellent  stock, 
and  is  in  every  department  of  agriculture  thor- 
oughly practical. 

In  1857,  Charles  Gleason  and  Miss  Harriet  Hem- 
ingway were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Gleason  is 
the  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Lois  Hemingway,  old- 
time  residents  of  Berrien  County,  Mich.  The 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  (ileason  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  nine  children,  three  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters. Jessie  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Feather  and  re- 
sides in  Berrien  County.  Nellie  married  Frank 
Smith  and  lives  in  Sodus  Township.  George  mar- 
I'ied  Annie  Clark  and  makes  his  home  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  his  parents  and  is  a  prosperous  farmer. 
Ilattie  and  Mary  are  at  home  and  are  among  the 
most  successful  teachers  of  the  count}^  Grace,  the 
youngest  child,  Fred  and  Ed  are  all  still  with 
their  father  and  mother.  Pearl  is  clerking  in  the 
store  of  Cal  Jilleson,  at  Stevensville.  Always  re- 
gretting his  lack  of  education,  our  subject  earl}^ 
determined  to  fit  his  children  well  for  the  battle 
of  life,  and  to  that  end  stimulated  and  encouraged 
them  to  study,  and  gave  them  every  possible  ad- 
vantage he  could  for  higher  instruction.  Six  of 
the  family  have  been  teachers  and  three  are  yet 
engaged  in  that  vocation. 

Mr.  Gleason  is  not  personally  identified  with  any 
church,  but  his  entire  family  belong  to  the  Meth- 
odist F^piscopal  denomination,  and  are  workers  in 
the  chiivch  und  prominent  in  its  social  gatherings 


and  benevolent  enterprises.  Politically,  our  sub- 
ject is  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  has  ever  been 
true  to  the  principles  of  the  "Party  of  Reform," 
casting  his  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont  in  1856.  As 
Road  Commissioner  Mr.  Gleason  has  given  faithful 
service  to  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  in  all  the  du- 
ties of  the  day  has  with  sincere  purpose  fulfilled 
the  obligations  devolving  upon  him.  Having  self- 
reliantly  won  his  way  in  life,  he  has  the  great 
pleasure  of  seeing  his  children  attain  to  useful  and 
self-respecting  manhood  and  womanhood,  possessed 
of  education  and  natural  ability  to  worthily  fill 
any  place  of  influence  or  honor  to  which  they  may 
be  called. 
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A.  BECKP]R,  a  retired  agriculturist  and 
leading  citizen  of  Berrien  Township,  Ber- 
/^^  I  rien  County,  Mich.,  has  for  many  years  ac- 
^^^^  tively  participated  in  the  public  work  and 
social  and  religious  life  of  his  home  neighbor- 
hood. Mr.  Becker  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  born  in  Swatara  Township,  Dauphin  County, 
July  27,  1824.  The  parents,  Jacob  and  Anna 
(Becker)  Becker,  also  born  in  tho  Quaker  State, 
in  Lancaster  County,  were  both  of  German  descent. 
The  paternal  great-grandfather  emigrated  when  a 
young  man  to  America  and  settled  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, in  which  State  his  son.  Grandfather  Henry 
Becker,  was  born.  The  father  of  our  subject  served 
bravely  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  an  industri- 
ous, hard-working  man,  of  earnest  purpose,  and 
combined  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  with  the  occu- 
pation of  a  farmer.  The  parents  were  married  in 
their  birthplace  and  afterward  made  their  home  in 
Dauphin  County,  on  a  farm  which  the  father 
cleared  and  improved.  Of  the  six  children,  three 
sons  and  three  daughters,  who  blessed  the  fireside 
of  the  old  homestead,  our  subject  is  the  sole  sur- 
vivor. The  father  was  a  prominent  man  in  his 
locality.  He  was  a  friend  to  educational  advance- 
ment and  was  an  excellent  German  scholar.  Up- 
right and  intelligent,  he  was  universally  respected, 
and  was  tendered  various  ofl^ices  of  the  county, 
which  he  refused  to  accept, 
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Father  Becker,  however,  served  with  able  fidelity 
as  Assessor  of  tlie  township  for  several  terms, and 
also  etficiently  performed  the  duties  of  Collector. 
The  parents  were  both  valued  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  and  liberally  assisted  in  the  pro- 
motion of  religious  work.  United  in  life,  the 
father  and  mother  were  not  long  divided  by  death, 
both  passing  to  their  rest  in  1851.  Growing  up 
to  manhood  upon  a  farm,  our  subject  has  always 
given  his  time  and  attention  to  the  pursuit  of  ag- 
riculture. Obliged  to  assist  his  father  in  his  early 
years,  his  education  was  limited,  but  habits  of  keen 
observation  increased  his  stock  of  practical  knowl- 
edge. In  1845,  Mr.  Becker  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Peck,  a  native  of  Dauphin 
County,  Pa.,  and  a  daughter  of  Conrad  Peck. 
Mrs.  Becker  was  born  in  1826,  and  received  a  good 
common  education  in  the  schools  of  her  home  dis- 
trict. After  his  marriage  our  subject  carried  on 
his  father's  farm  until  he  came  to  Michigan  in 
1865.  At  this  latter  date  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Becker 
settled  on  their  present  homestead,  then  all  wild 
land. 

In  a  comparatively  short  time  Mr.  Becker  had 
cleared  twenty-five  of  the  two  hundred  and  ten 
acres,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  farm  now 
being  under  high  cultivation.  The  oldstumpsare 
removed  from  the  land  and  the  modest  frame 
house  in  which  the  family  at  first  resided  was  re- 
placed in  1869  with  a  handsome  brick  residence, 
28x30  feet  in  dimensions,  and  two  stories  in  height; 
beneath  the  ground  floor  is  a  fine  cellar.  The  at- 
tractive dwelling  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  13,600. 
The  substantial  barn,  built  four  years  later  at 
an  expense  of  $600,  is  commodious,  being  36x46 
feet  in  size.  Mr.  Becker  has  also  other  barns  on  the 
valuable  farm  and  has  built  a  numbei  of  sheds.  The 
largest  barn  is  of  goodly  dimensions,  36x70  feet. 
Aside  from  general  agriculture  Mr.  Becker  profita- 
bly engaged  in  stock-raising  and  planted  an  orchard 
of  five  acres.  The  sons,  now  in  charge,  are  thor- 
oughly practical  and  are  representative  farmers,  en- 
ergetic and  successful.  They  prosperously  handle 
a  high  grade  of  stock  and  profitably  conduct  mixed 
farming,  harvesting  annually  large  crops. 

The  sons  and  daughters  of  our  subject,  all 
living,  are;  Jacob,  married;  Eliza,  Mrs.  Murphy, 


residing  in  Silver  Creek  Township,  Cass  County, 
and  the  mother  of  three  children;  John,  married; 
Mary,  Mrs.  Fisher,  living  on  the  home  farm,  the 
mother  of  eight  children;  Henry,  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Elizabeth  Baker,  living  in  Berrien  Cen- 
tre, the  father  of  three  children;  Martin,  married 
to  Miss  Easton,  his  home  in  Silver  Creek  Township, 
and  the  father  of  two  children;  Oliver,  single; 
Anna,  the  wife  of  Washington  Harmon,  Berrien 
Springs,  and  the  mother  of  one  child;  Lillie,  wife 
of  Charles  Vaughan,  residing  in  Nebraska,  mother 
of  four  children;  Mary,  wife  of  C\^rus  Linewever, 
at  home  in  Benton  Harbor,  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren; Adaline,  wife  of  Alvah  Easton;  living  in 
Berrien  Township,  the  mother  of  five  children; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Jerry  Nederer,  living  in  the  State  of 
Washington,  the  mother  of  two  children;  and 
Ona'  single.  This  household  of  sons  and  daugh- 
ters, who  have  all  worthily  attained  to  manhood 
and  womanhood,  occupy  positions  of  honored  use- 
fulness in  their  various  localities  and  are  known 
as  upright  and  enterprising  citizens,  receiving  the 
esteem  of  a  host  of  friends. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  Berrien  Centre  and  is  actively  connected  with  the 
religious  work  of  the  organization,  occupying  an 
important  official  position.  Mr.  Becker  was  Super- 
intendent of  a  Sunday-school  in  his  native  State, 
and  has  long  taught  in  the  school  of  Berrien  Cen- 
tre. His  son  John  is  the  present  Superintendent 
of  the  Berrien  Centre  Sunday-school  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church.  His  ^^oungest  daughter  is  also  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  Realizing  the  value 
of  an  education,  our  subject  gave  his  children 
every  possible  opportunity  to  improve  themselves. 
Oliver  is  now  a  student  at  Wittenberg  College, 
Springfleld,  Ohio.  Mr.  Becker  has  been  a  member 
of  the  School  Board  for  many  years,  and  to  his 
efi'orts  the  excellence  of  the  district  schools  of  his 
localit}'  is  mainly  due.  Fraternally,  our  subject  is 
an  active  member  of  the  lodge  of  Ancient  Free  6z 
Accepted  Masons  at  Berrien  Springs.  He  also  af- 
filiates with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
of  Berrien  Centre;  he  is  a  Clansman  of  the  Grange 
at  Berrien  Centre  and  has  been  Master.  Formerly 
a  Good  Temphir,  he  was  atone  time  Worthy  Chief 
of  the  lodge  at  Berrien  Centre.     Mr.    Becker   has 
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also  been  prominently  identified  with  various  ag- 
ricultural societies.  Politically  interested  in  local 
and  National  affairs,  he  is  not  a  radical  partisan, 
but  casts  his  vote  impartially  for  the  best  man. 
He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Highway  Commis- 
sioner and  by  his  faithful  discharge  of  duty  gave 
great  satisfaction  to  his  fellow-townsmen.  His 
father,  having  signed  notes  for  others  and  thus  be- 
coming surety,  lost  almost  all  of  his  property.  Our 
subject  began  life  for  himself  with  a  capital  of 
twelve  cents,  and  with  his  self-reliant  energ}^  and 
genuine  business  ability  has  unaided  won  his  way 
upward  to  a  position  of  ease  and  now  enjoys  a  well- 
earned  competence  and  the  sincere  regard  of  a  wide 
acquaintance. 


^OHN  W.  SNYDER,  the  efficient  Supervisor 
of  Mason  Township,  is  one  of  the  prominent  i 
farmers  of  the  township,  and  with  such  care  j 
and  perseverance  has  he  attended  to  his  i 
adopted  avocation  that  at  the  present  time  he  is  I 
classed  among  the  substantial  men  of  the  county. 
He  was  born  near  New  Berlin,  Union  County  (now 
Snyder),  Pa.,  February  5,  1835,  and  his  father, 
John  K.  Snyder,  was  born  in  the  same  county, 
April  9,  1800.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Snyder,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Kej^stone  State, 
and  was  born  in  York  County,  not  far  from  the 
town  of  York,  February  22, 1776.  His  father,  also 
John,  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  America 
early  in  1700.  He  settled  in  York  County,  Pa., 
following  the  trade  of  weaver,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-eight  years.  He  was  a  brother  of  Simeon 
Snyder,  who  raised  a  regiment  of  old  men  to  de- 
fend the  capital,  Harrisburg,  from  the  attacks  of 
the  English  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  The 
latter  was  three  times  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Pennsj'lvania,  and  in  the  last  convention  that 
nominated  him  tliere  was  but  one  vote  cast  against 
him.  He  was  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  his  day, 
and  was  honored  by  all  for  his  integrity  and  ster- 
ling worth.  Snyder  County  was  named  in  his 
honor.     A   number  of   years   ago  the  Legislature 
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made  an  appropriation  to  erect  a  monument  to  his 
memory,  and  it  now  stands  in  Silard's  Grove,  a 
just  tribute  to  a  great  and  good  man. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  prominence.  In  his  early  life 
he  was  a  successful  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  was  also 
engaged  as  a  teamster,  hauling  goods  from  Phila- 
delphia to  the  interior  of  the  State,  where  he  dis- 
tributed them  among  the  merchants.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  subsequently  be- 
came a  prominent  business  man,  owning  and  oper- 
ating an  oil  and  grist  mill.  His  death  occurred  in 
his  native  State  in  1872,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-six  years.  He  was  the  father  of  ten  chil- 
dren, nine  daughters  and  one  son,  John  K.  This 
son,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  self-educated 
man,  and  for  more  than  thirty- five  years  was  a 
preacher  in  the  United  Brethren  Church.  It  is 
said  that  he  preached  more  funeral  sermons  than 
any  other  preacher  in  the  State,  numbering  not 
far  from  a  thousand,  and  principally  in  Union  and 
Snyder  Counties,  over  which  his  circuit  extended. 
He  also  took  a  deep  interest  in  other  matters,  was 
County  Commissioner  for  some  time,  also  C-olonel 
of  Volunteers  in  Union  County,  and  accumulated 
a  fortune  of  not  far  from  ^30,000.  He  owned 
nearly  eight  hundrt^d  acres  of  land.  On  the  farm 
where  he  had  lived  for  more  than  half  a  century, 
in  the  year  1882,  when  eighty-two  years  of  age, 
occurred  the  death  of  this  exemplary  and  worthy 
man. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  w^hose  maiden  name 
was  Phwbe  Womer,  was  a  native  of  Union  County, 
Pa.,  born  in  1801,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Daniel 
Womer,  who  was  born  in  Lehigh  County,  that 
State,  and  who  married  Miss  Mary  Berkstrater,  both 
being  of  German  descent.  Mr.  Womer  was  a  black- 
smith by  trade,  but  was  also  engaged  as  an  agri- 
culturist, clearing  up  and  carrying  on  a  large  farm. 
He  and  his  wife  died  in  Union  County,  the  mother 
in  1840,  when  seventy  years  of  age,  and  the  father 
seven  years  later.  Aside  from  these  brief  facts 
little  further  is  known  of  them.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  had  four  brothers;  two  were  shoema- 
kers, one  was  a  carpenter,  and  the  other  a  farmer. 
All  were  good,  honorable,  hard-working  men. 
Mrs.  Snyder  died  m  her  native  State  in  1867, 


818 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


John  W.  Snyder  was  one  of  a  family  of  seven 
children,  and  was  fifth  in  order  of  birtli.  The 
eldest  child  died  young;  Mar}',  who  married  John 
McConnell,  is  deceased;  Elizabeth  died  when  but 
thirteen  3'ears  of  age;  Susan  is  the  wife  Of  George 
Hockenbrough;  Daniel  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Whipkee;  and  Henry  W.  married  MissG.  Graybell. 
The  latter  resides  on  his  father's  old  homestead  in 
Pennsylvania.  This  has  been  in  the  possession  of 
the  Snyder  family  for  more  than  a  century,  and 
the  barn  now  standing  on  it  was  built  in  1777  by 
George  Snyder,  who  was  the  brother  of  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject.  He  was  killed  by  being 
thrown  from  his  horse.  Henry  Snyder's  eldest  son 
is  editor  of  the  local  paper  in  his  native  county. 

Our  subject  attained  his  growth  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  like  most  country  boys  attended  school 
in  the  winter  and  assisted  with  the  farm  work 
during  the  summer  seasons.  He  secured  a  very 
fair  education  and  remained  with  his  father  until 
twentj^-one  years  of  age,  when  he  began  teaching 
school.  In  the  spring  of  1857  he  left  the  store 
where  he  had  been  clerking  and  came  West  to 
Michigan, locating  in  Mt.  Clemens,  where  he  worked 
in  a  sawmill  for  some  time.  The  following  Sep- 
tember he  married  Miss  Cidelia  Moser,  daughter 
of  Charles  Moser,  who  was  born  in  France  and  was 
of  Jewish  extraction.  Mrs.  Snyder  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, whither  her  father  had  moved,  Febru- 
ary 25,  1835. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Snyder  with  his  bride 
returned  to  Pennsylvania  and  remained  on  his 
father's  place  until  1865.  In  May  of  that  year  he 
returned  to  Michigan  and  remained  in  Mt.  Clem- 
ens until  1866,  when  he  came  to  Mason  Township, 
in  Cass  County.  He  purchased  the  farm  where  he 
now  lives,  and  on  this  his  wife  died  in  1883,  leav- 
ing two  sons:  Charles  A.,  now  in  Chicago,  and 
William  H.,  a  grain  merchant  at  Gettysburg,  Potter 
County,  S.  Dak.,  where  he  owns  a  large  elevator. 
November  23,  1886,  Mr.  Snyder  married  his  pres- 
ent wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Emma  Cramer. 
She  was  born  in  Snyder  County,  Pa.,  and  is  a  most 
worthy  and  accomplished  lady.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Snyder  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church 
and  are  both  great  workers  in  the  same.  He  has 
helped  build  two  churches  since  he  came  to  Mason 


Township,  and  was  one  of  the  building  committee 
of  the  Adamsville  church,  in  which  he  has  been 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  and  Steward. 
Socially,  he  is  a  prominent  Mason,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  St.  Peter's  Lodge  of  Edwardsburgh,  and  he 
is  also  a  strong  temperance  man.  In  politics,  he 
comes  from  old-line  Democratic  stock  and  has  al- 
ways adhered  to  that  party,  casting  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Buchanan,  and  his  last  for  Cleve- 
land. Mr.  Snyder  has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and  in  1883  he  was  elected  Supervisor 
of  his  township,  holding  the  latter  office  three 
terms,  and  was  again  elected  to  that  position  in 
1893.  He  is  a  Director  in  'the  schools  and  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  his  township. 

<:4l  j^lLLIAM  E.  NORTON,  a  practical  and  en- 
\/\j/l  tc^'P^'^^^^v^  farmer  of  the  State  of  Michigan, 
^/s^  was  born  upon  section  13,  Jefferson  Town- 
ship, Cass  County,  January  25,  1856,  and  was 
reared  on  the  homestead  of  his  parents,  Richard 
and  Ann  (MeClary)  Norton.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Nathan  Norton,  was  a  native  of  North 
Carolina,  but  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of 
Michigan,  settling  in  Cass  Coiint}^  in  1828.  Kich- 
ard  B.  Norton,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  i)orn 
in  Logan  County,  Ohio,  and  came  with  his  father 
and  mother  to  Michigan  when  the  State  was  3'et 
almost  a  wilderness.  He  located  in  Jefferson 
Township,  and,  arrived  at  man's  estate,  settled 
down  to  the  life  of  a  farmer.  He  improved  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  upon  section  13,  but  in 
1884  removed  to  Porter  Township,  where  he  owns 
one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  excellent  land. 
Fatlier  Norton  is  sixty-seven  3^ears  of  age.  He  is 
a  Democrat,  and  fraternally  associates  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Richard 
Norton  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife  wns 
Miss  Hess,  who  bore  him  one  son,  Nathan  IL,  of 
Arkansas.  His  second  wife  was  the  mother  of 
three  children,  William  E.,  Henry  M.,aiid  Mary  A., 
who  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  Kosciusko,  Ind.  Her  father  w^s  a 
farmer, 
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In  common  with  all  farmer  boys  Mr.  Norton 
was  early  trained  to  agricultural  duties.  He 
attended  the  winter  schools  of  the  district,  and 
when  twenty-one  years  old  began  threshing  as  an 
occupation,  following  the  same  employment  for 
six  seasons.  He  worked  with  his  father  on  the 
home  farm  in  the  early  spring  and  summer  and 
knew  but  few  leisure  hours.  In  March,  1882,  our 
subiect  located  where  he  now  resides,  on  section 
16.  He  was  married  in  February,  1880,  to  Miss 
Jennie  George,  a  native  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
born  April  28,  1859,  and  the  daughter  of  Luke 
and  Maria  (London)  George.  The  paternal  grand- 
fatiier  of  Mrs.  Norton,  Edmund  George,  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  from  Norfolk,  England.  He 
was  a  farmer  all  his  life,  and  survived  to  a  good 
old  age.  His  wife  and  the  mother  of  his  seven 
children  was  Mary  Baldwin,  a  most  estimable 
Christian  woman.  The  sons  and  daughters  were: 
Edmund,  Mark,  James,  William,  Luke,  Maria, 
Grapel,  and  Mary,  who  died  single.  The  sons 
and  daughters  spent  their  lives  in  their  native 
land  with  the  exception  of  Luke,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1850.  He  settled  in  Henrietta, 
N.  Y.,  but  in  1866  located  in  Cass  County,  Mich., 
and  bought  eighty  acres  in  Penn  Township.  Six 
years  later  he  sold  his  farm  and  made  his  home  in 
Cassopolis. 

Finally  Luke  George  bought  a  small  farm  in 
Jefferson  Township,  where  he  died  June  16,  1892, 
aged  seventy-eight  years.  He  had  been  a  consis- 
tent member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cijurch 
for  the  past  fifty-three  years.  Twice  married,  his 
first  wife  died  young  and  left  no  family.  The 
second  wife,  yet  surviving,  bore  her  husband  nine 
children.  Ann  was  the  eldest;  William  died  in 
England;  Maria,  Mrs.  Abraham  Shaffer,  resides  in 
Colorado;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Van  Matre; 
Fred  died  at  twenty-eight  years  of  age;  Robert 
died  when  thirty  years  old  and  left  a  wife;  Emma 
is  the  ,wife  of  John  Norton;  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of 
A.  J.  Tallerday;  Jennie  Norton  was  the  youngest 
and  is  the  wife  of  our  subject.  Mrs.  Maria  (London) 
George  was  born  in  Norfolk  County,  England,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Tuck) 
London,  the  father  being  by  occupation  a  farmer. 
Four  sons  ap(]  four  dj^ughters  gathered   in   the 


!  English  home  and  the  sons,  one  and  all,  emigrated 
to  the  United  States.  Frederick  died  in  Decatur, 
Mich.  Robert  is  a  resident  of  Nebraska.  William 
lives  in  Iowa.  Joseph  is  a  resident  of  Cass  County. 
Mrs.  George  was  the  only  daughter  who  came  to 
America,  the  others  remaining  in  London,  England. 
The  parents  were  devout  members  of  the  English 
Church,  but  Mrs.  (xcorge  is  connected  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  denomination. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  E.Norton  have  one  child, 
Mary  E.,  who,  with  her  parents,  enjoys  the  sincere 
friendship  of  a  large  acquaintance  in  the  home  lo- 
cality and  throughout  Cass  County.  Mr.  Norton 
is  deeply  interested  in  local  and  national  politics, 
and  is  an  active  Democrat.  He  has  held  with 
faithful  ability  various  official  positions. 

i 

ATTHIAS  FARNUM,  deceased.  Every 
community  is  bound  to  have  among  its 
111  citizens  a  few  men  of  recognized  influence 
and  ability,  who  by  their  systematic  and 
careful,  thorough  manner  of  work  attain  to  success 
which  is  justly  deserved.  Among  this  class  was 
Matthias  Farnum,  who  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  having  located  there 
as  early  as  1836.  He  was  a  prominent  and  sub- 
stantial, as  well  as  a  progressive,  citizen  of  the 
county,  and  is  justly  conceded  a  place  among 
the  enterprising,  influential  men  of  worth  in  this 
community.  For  a  number  of  years  after  locating 
in  this  county  he  followed  his  trade  of  a  carpenter 
and  builder,  but  in  1840  he  located  in  Hagar 
Township,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  which 
occupation  he  followed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
In  connection  he  carried  on  his  trade,  however. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Farnum  purchased  three  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Van  Burcn  County, 
erected  a  watermill  and  operated  this  for  three 
years.  About  1866  he  located  in  Benton  Harbor, 
but  later  he  returned  to  Hagar  Township,  where 
his  death  occurred  in  January,  1884.  This  sad 
event  was  the  occasion  of  universal  sorrow,  for 
all  felt  the  loss  which  would  be  sustained  by  the 
departure  of  such  a   man,     He   gave   to  Berrien 
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County  the  best  energies  of  his  life,  and  to  the 
cominunity  and  all  among  whom  he  lived  the  ex- 
ample of  a  life  well  and  usefully  spent.  He  was  a 
good  man  in  the  fullest  sense  of  that  word,  a  kind 
father,  loving  husband,  and  true  friend.  While 
a  resident  of  St.  Joseph,  he  met  and  married  Miss 
Dimee  Finch,  whose  parents  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  the  county.  Eleven  children  were  born 
to  this  marriage,  who  all  lived  to  mature  years, 
and  four  of  whom  are  still  living.  They  are  as 
follows:  C.  Henry;  Isaac,  now  a  resident  of  Hagar 
Townsliip;  Evermont,  of  Benton  Harbor;  and  Fre- 
mont. 

C.  H.  Farnum,  son  of  the  above,  and  a  native 
of  the  county  in  which  he  now  resides,  was  born 
in  1838,  and  was  identified  witli  the  State  in  ear- 
lier and  simpler  days  of  living.  He  grew  to  man- 
hood while  engaged  in  the  arduous  duties  on  his 
father's  farm  and  in  the  workshop,  and  received  a 
common-school  education  in  the  district  where  his 
parents  resided.  The  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
War  filled  him  with  a  desire  to  fight  for  his  coun- 
try, and  in  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  D, 
Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  joining  Gen.  Logan's 
division  under  Gen.  Grant.  After  serving  eleven 
months  he  returned  to  Michigan,  and  was  married 
in  that  State  in  1864  to  Miss  ICliza  P.  Dickinson, 
daughter  of  Robert  Dickinson. 

Our  subject  has  made  farming  his  principal  oc- 
cupation in  life,  but  for  the  past  twenty-eight 
years  has  been  engaged  actively  in  the  fruit-grow- 
ing industry.  His  homr  farm  of  forty  acres  has 
been  nearly  all  devoted  to  fruit  culture,  and  as  he 
thoroughly  understands  his  business  he  has  met 
with  substantial  returns.  In  the  year  1890  he 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  docks  at  Benton  Har- 
bor. Mr.  Farnum  evinced  his  liking  for  secret  or- 
ganizations by  becoming  a  member  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Order  cf  Odd  Fellows  some  years  ago.  He 
is  ftlso  a  member  of  the  Granif  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, and  in  politics  is  a  stanch  Republican 
advocating  the  principles  of  that  party  at  any  and 
all  times.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grange,  and 
served  five  years  as  Master  of  the  Subordinate 
Grange  of  Benton  Harbor,  and  one  year  as  Master 
of  Pomona  Grange  No.  1,  of  Berrien  County,  the 
first  in  the  State, 


^I^DWARD  K.  WARREN,  President  of  the 
ll^  Warren  Featherbone  Company,  is  a  native 
/*' — ^,  of  Vermont,  having  been  born  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Ludlow,  Windsor  County,  April  7,  1847. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Jolm  Warren,  was  born 
in  Goffstown,  N.  M.,  and  removed  thence  to  Lud- 
low, Vt.,  where  Water  Warren,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  1800.  The  latter  was  mar- 
ried in  Massachusetts  to  Miss  Caroline,  daughter 
of  Frederick  Parsons,  a  farmer  of  Sandislield,  Mass. 
He  was  a  minister  in  the  Congregational  Church, 
holding  pastorates  principally  in  Vermont,  New- 
York  and  other  Eastern  States. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  four  children, 
two  of  whom  are  now  living,  Albert  L.  and  Ed- 
ward K.  The  two  that  died  were  Charles  II.,  an 
artist,  and  Frederick  P.,  who  engaged  in  the 
jewelry  business  and  was  a  young  man  of  excep- 
tional abilities.  A  natural  inventor,  he  invented 
a  calculating  engine,  which  is  a  wonderful  piece  of 
mechanism. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  A^ei- 
mont,  whence  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Michi- 
gan in  1858,  his  father  becoming  a  home  mission- 
ary in  this  State.  His  education  is  that  which  is 
gained  by  ex[)erience,  his  schooling  having  been 
limited.  In  1864  he  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in 
the  employ  of  Henry  Chamberlain  in  the  general 
mercantile  business,  and  after  remaining  with  that 
gentleman  for  five  years,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  J.  L.  McKie  in  the  diy-goods  business.  Nine 
years  were  thus  spent,  after  which  Mr.  Warren 
again  engaged  in  merchandising,  and  soon  after- 
ward bought  out  the  stock  of  Henry  Chamberlnm 
and  continued  thus  engaged  for  five  years.  He 
then  embarked  in  the  manufacturing  business,  be- 
coming the  head  of  the  Featherbone  Manufactur- 
ing Company. 

As  a  retail  dry-goods  merchant,  Mr.  Warren  nat- 
urally handled  large  quantities  of  whalebone,  and, 
realizing  that  the  supply  of  this  commodity  was 
constantly  decreasing,  he  often  wondered  what 
would  be  used  when  the  whalebone  could  no 
longer  be  obtained.  Noticing  in  the  manufacture 
of  feather  dusters  that  a  gieat  many  quills  were 
thrown  away,  he  conceived  the  idea  that  from  this 
Qould  be  mad<^  a  substitute  for  ^yhalebone,     He  be<i 
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gan  experimenting  in  1882,  with  wliat  results  the 
world  knows.  The  business  has  increased  so 
rapidly  that  it  now  gives  steady  work  to  a  force 
of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  employes.  The 
European  headquarters  are  at  Paris,  France.  From 
this  brief  descri{)tion  of  the  business  sonie  idea 
may  be  gained  of  the  pOvSition  now  occupied  by 
Mr.  Warren. 

The  rapid  development  of  the  industry  since  its 
inception  has  not  exceeded,  indeed  cannot  keep 
pace  with,  the  steadily  increasing  demand  for  fea- 
therbone  for  use  in  dress  stays  and  corsets,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  tliat  it  will  eventually  bo  em- 
ployed in  scores  of  widely  diverse  articles  requir- 
ing a  reliable,  elastic  material. 

Politically  a  Republican,  Mr.  Warren  has  served 
as  Supervisor  of  his  township,  but  in  the  main  has 
preferred  to  devote  his  attention  exclusively  to 
the  details  of  his  business.  A  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  he  lias  been  especially  inter- 
ested in  Sunday-school  work. 


^^^: 


♦^♦= 


=!^PX)KGE.A.  ORRIS,  born  in  Germany  Sep- 
tember 6,  1830,  is  a  representative  agricul- 
turist and  an  intelligent  and  industrious 
citizen,  for  the  [)ast  twenty-five  years  numbered 
among  the  substantial  farmers  winning  their  up- 
ward way  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.  Since  1866 
our  subject  has  been  a  constant  resident  of  Weesaw 
Townshif),  enterprisingly  identif3'ing  himself  with 
all  matters  of  mutual  welfare  and  progressive  in- 
terests. His  father,  Orris  Orris,  a  native  of  Russia, 
emigrated  from  the  land  of  his  birth  to  Germany 
during  the  invasion  of  Bonaparte,  and  in  his  new 
home  married  Miss  Mary  Rhinebarger,  born  in  the 
Fatherland.  The  parents  were  in  humble  circum- 
stances in  life,  but  gave  their  children  what  ad- 
vantages of  education  they  could  afford.  The 
mother  died  and  later  the  father  with  his  family 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  and,  having  made 
a  safe  passage,  landed  in  Baltimore  in  1831,  and 
from  Maryland  after  a  time  journeyed  to  Pennsyl- 


vania. In  the  Quaker  State  the  father  entered 
into  a  second  marriage,  and  for  twelve  years  made 
his  home  in  Little  York  County,  where  the  second 
wife  passed  away  after  ten  years  of   married   life. 

In  1842  Orris  Orris,  with  his  son,  George  A., 
journeyed  to  the  farther  West  and  located  in 
Michigan,  settling  in  Chikaming  Township,  Ber- 
rien County.  The  father  was  among  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  this  part  of  the  State  and  in  the  course 
of  his  work  was  obliged  to  cut  a  road  through  the 
woods.  He  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  heavy  timberland  and,  together  with  our 
subject,  cleared,  cultivated  and  improved  a  farm. 
In  this  locality  he  married  his  third  wife,  and, 
having  lived  some  time  upon  this  homestead,  sold 
the  property  and  bought  another  farm.  The 
wife  soon  after  dying.  Father  Orris  went  back 
to  Ohio  and  spent  the  last  two  years  of  his  life 
with  a  married  daughter.  Mr.  Orris  and  his  sister 
Catherine  were  the  only  children  of  the  first  wife. 
George,  the  youngest  of  the  two,  remained  with 
his  father  until  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  mar- 
ried a,nd  began  life  for  himself.  His  education 
was  very  limited  and  confined  to  three  months' 
instruction  in  the  common  schools.  Although  he 
left  his  native  land  when  only  a  babe,  he  could 
not  speak  English  well  when  he  came  a  lad  of 
twelve  years  to  Berrien  County.  His  father 
started  him  in  life  by  giving  him  eighty  acres  of 
woodland,  which,  with  energetic  industry,  he  soon 
cleared. 

Later  Mr.  Orris  sold  his  first  farm,  and  in  1865 
invested  in  the  fine  homestead  he  now  owns,  and 
where  he  has  since  resided.  His  purchase  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  eighteen  of  which  were 
cleared  land,  was  further  improved  by  a  log  liouse 
and  barn.  To  the  original  acres  twenty  more  have 
been  added  and  the  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  brought  up  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  improved  with  excellent  buildings,  is  one  of 
the  best  in  its  locality,  seven  miles  northwest  of 
the  thriving  town  of  Buclianan  and  two  miles 
southeast  of  Glendora.  Our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Julianna  F.  Cool,  a  native  of 
Germany,  whose  parents  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  about  1846.  The  pleasant  home  has  been 
blessed   by   the  birth   of  two  daughters  and  two 
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sons:  George;  John;  Caroline,  wife  of  William 
Hoose;  and  Letta,  wife  of  Ferdinand  Smith.  The 
father  of  Mr.  Orris  was  in  religious  affiliation  a 
Roman  Catholic,  but  our  subject  and  his  estimable 
wife  are  both  faithful  members  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Mr.  Orris  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  James  Buchanan  and  has  ever  since  remained 
a  strong  Democrat.  He  served  with  ability  as 
Constable  for  one  year,  and  for  fourteen  years 
efficiently  discharged  the  duties  of  Overseer  of  the 
Highway.  Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Farm- 
ers' Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Berrien 
County  and,  actively  associating  himself  with  the 
public  enterprises  of  his  locality,  is  esteemed  as  a 
liberal-spirited  citizen  and  possesses  the  high  re- 
gard of  an  extended  acquaintance. 


^=?«OIDEON  HEBRON.  England  numbers  many 
III  (~^  representatives  among  the  best  class  of 
•^^^j  citizens  of  Miciiigan.  There  is  a  sterling 
quality  about  the  nationality  that  particularly  fits 
them  for  pioneer  life,  and  we,  as  Americans,  are 
greatly  indebted  to  settlers  of  English  birth  for 
the  rapid  advancement  made  in  our  civilization. 
He  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  and 
who  is  a  representative  citizen  of  Cass  County, 
was  born  in  Westerdale,  Yorkshire,  England,  June 
7,  1831.  His  parents,  AVilliam  and  Sarah  (Bulmer) 
Hebron,  were  natives  of  Elngland,  the  father  hav- 
ing been  born  in  the  same  house  where  Gideon 
first  saw  the  light  of  day.  His  birth  occurred  in 
1790,  and  he  was  the  son  of  William,  Sr.,and  Ann 
(Dawson)  Hebron.  William,  Sr.,  was  the  son  of 
George  Hebron,  who  was  born  in  the  same  part  of 
England  in  1709,  and  who  died  there  January 
15,  1798,  at  eighty-nine  years  of  age.  He  married 
Alice  Nicholson,  who  died  January  2,  1766,  when 
fifty-two  years  of  age. 

The  Hebron  family  was  a  noted  one  in  the  his- 
tory of  England  and  was  descended  from  one  of  the 
royal  families.  William  Hebron,  Sr.,  was  a  man 
of  striking  personal  appearance,  standing  six  feet 


two  inches  in  height  and  well  proportioned.  He 
had  good  educational  advantages  in  youth  and 
had  more  than  an  ordinary  amount  of  business 
acumen.  He  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer 
and  stockman,  became  quite  wealthy,  and  gave 
liberally  of  his  means  to  assist  the  needy  and  dis- 
tressed. It  is  said  that  every  year  he  killed  one 
of  the  finest  oxen  of  his  herd  and  distributed  it 
to  the  poor  of  his  parish.  This  made  him  many 
friends  among  the  poor,  but  enemies  among  the 
wealthier  classes,  the  latter  not  being  so  disposed. 
Mr.  Hebron  did  not  do  this  for  political  purposes, 
for  he  never  asi)ired  to  office,  and,  so  far  as  known, 
never  held  a  position. 

Mr.  Hebron  was  a  man  of  great  strength  and 
endurance,  and  at  one  time,  while  riding  on  his 
horse  through  the  parish  was  attacked  by  three 
desperate  characters.  Although  alone  and  un- 
armed, he  struggled  with  these  ruffians  and  finally 
put  them  to  flight.  Once,  while  visiting  York 
Castle,  he  asked  to  see  the  irons  once  worn  by  the 
noted  deperado,  Dick  Turpin.  The  warden  asked 
him  if  he  would  like  to  put  them  on,  and  he  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative,  adding  that  he  wished 
the  key  so  that  he  could  unlock  them  at  will. 
They  were  of  enormous  weight,  and  he  was  asked 
if  he  could  jump  u[)on  the  window  sill  of  the  cell 
with  them  on.  He  answered  that  he  thought  so, 
and  with  one  powerful  leap  landed  with  the  irons 
on  the  sill.  This  v*'as  a  feat  often  attempted  by 
strong  men,  but  only  one  other  man  had  ever 
made  a  success  of -the  attempt.  Every  member  of 
the  family  was  noted  for  his  size  and  strength. 

Mr.  Hebron  was  a  fine  classical  scholar  and  was 
well  versed  in  astronomy, etc.  He  was  three  times 
married  and  was  the  fathei  of  fifteen  children.  In 
September,  1831,  he  and  his  wife  and  ten  chil- 
dren crossed  the  briny  deep  to  America,  and  with 
an  ample  fortune  landed  in  the  city  of  New  York 
on  the  1st  of  November.  They  went  up  the  Hud- 
son River  to  Albany,  thence  by  the  Erie  Canal  to 
Buffalo,  where  they  remained  during  the  winter, 
and  then  went  by  boat  to  Detroit,  where  Mr. 
Hebron  got  an  ox-team  to  take  them  to  Cass 
County.  Arriving  at  the  St.  Joseph  River  in  July, 
1832,  they  located  on  Government  land  on  sec- 
tion 26,  range  13  west,  now  in  Portei*  Township. 
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There  the  mother  died  September  15,  1838.  One 
of  the  sons,  Dennison,  vvlio  was  born  September 
13,  1810,  i-emained  in  England  and  made  a  for- 
tune as  a  leather  merchant.  He  died  in  his  native 
country.  The  other  children  were  principally 
farmers  or  farmers'  wives.  L^dia,  the  youno^est 
child  by  tlie  third  marriage  and  a  half-sister  of 
our  subject,  had  good  educational  advantages,  was 
a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsi- 
lanti,  and  of  the  Michigan  State  University,  where 
she  was  for  some  time  a  teacher.  At  present  she 
is  principal  of  Mt.  Pleasant  High  School. 

Gideon  Hebron  was  but  a  few  months  old  when 
brought  to  America  by  his  parents,  and  he  grew 
to  manhood  in  Michigan,  where  he  had  good 
scholastic  advantages.  He  has  been  a  student  all 
his  life,  and  when  not  at  work  invariably  has  a 
book  before  him.  As  might  naturally  be  supposed, 
he  is  a  well-informed  man,  and  is  i)rogressive  and 
advanced  in  his  ideas.  He  has  been  one  of  the 
most  successful  farmers  and  stockmen  in  his  lo- 
cality and  accumulated  a  comfortable  fortune,  the 
most  of  which  he  lost  by  going  on  the  bond  of  a 
friend,  whom  he  trusted.  lie  was  obliged  to  mort- 
gage his  farm  to  save  it,  but  went  eagerly  and 
determinedly  to  work  with  a  will  to  retrieve  his 
fallen  fortune.  He  knows  no  such  word  as  '^fail," 
and  is  proof  against  misfortune.  For  many  years 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
has  been  Deacon  of  the  same.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Prohibitionist  and  has  served  in  various  tow^nship 
ollices.  Mr.  Hebron  has  been  administrator  for 
several  estates,  and  has  had  much  to  do  with  set- 
tling estates. 

On  the  23d  of  November,  1853,  our  subject 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Trattles,  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Jane  (Hebron)  Trattles,  natives  of 
England,  in  which  country  the  Trattles  were  noted 
})eople.  They  were  seafaring  men,  fishermen,  and 
many  of  them  became  wealthy.  Her  maternal 
grandfather  was  a  soldier,  and  was  in  the  battle 
of  Waterloo.  Mr.  Trattles  came  to  America  in 
1844,  and  settled  in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  where  he 
died  a  year  later.  Mrs.  Hebron  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, and  had  seven  sisters  and  six  brothers.  Her 
brother  Daniel  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  Civil  War, 
was  shot  through  the    lungs    and    taken  prisoner, 


being  in  Andersonville  Prison  for  some  time. 
He  is  yet  living.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hebron  were 
born  five  children.  Blanche  died  when  a  child; 
Georgiana  married  Thomas  Orr,  a  druggist;  Net- 
tie died  when  three  years  of  age;  Frank  is  an 
attorney  in  Nebraska;  and  Mark  married  Miss 
Edith  Baker  and  lives  with  his  parents  on  the 
farm. 


OOL  RIINKLE.     The  development  of   the 
( "^^    resources    of    Cass    County  has  been   very 


e 


materially  enhanced  by  the  labors  of  its  in- 
dustrious, energetic  and  ambitious  farmers.  Among 
the  prominent  and  prosperous  agriculturists  of 
the  county,  no  one  is  better  or  more  favorably 
known  than  the  subject  of  this  brief  biographical 
notice,  who  cultivates  a  fine  farm  in  Milton  Town- 
ship. Born  in  Hunterdon  County,  N.  J.,  on  the 
2d  of  March,  1818,  he  is  the  son  of  Adam  and 
Ellen  (Cool)  Runkle,  and  traces  his  ancestry  on 
both  sides  of  the  house  to  Germany,  whence  rep- 
resentatives of  these  two  families  emigrated  to 
America  in  an  early  day. 

After  their  marriage,  which  took  ])lace  in  New 
Jersey,  the  parents  of  our  subject  located  on  a 
farm  in  that  State,  and  ten  children  were  born  to 
tiiem  while  residing  there.  They  then  removed 
to  New  York  and  resided  on  a  farm  for  three 
years,  after  which  they  went  to  Cortland  County, 
N.  Y.  Thence  they  removed  to  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  located  in  Morrisville,  where  the  father 
died  at  the  age  of  ninety-four  3^ears.  The  mother 
also  passed  away  at  about  the  same  age,  and  they 
now  lie  buried  side  by  side  in  the  old  cemetery 
near  their  home.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  as  has  been  already  stated,  and  all  of  the 
family  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  Mr. 
Runkle  was  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth  and  is  the 
only  one  now  living. 

At  the  age  of  seven  years  our  subject  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  New  York,  and  remained 
beneath  the  parental  roof  until  he  became  of  age, 
meantime  assisting  his  father   on    the   home   farm 
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and  attending  school  whenever  the  opportunity 
was  offered.  His  first  employment  was  upon  a 
farm,  where  he  worked  by  the  month,  at  first  re- 
ceiving a  salary  of  $13  per  month,  and  later  get- 
ting $10.  He  was  economical  and  frugal,  and  it 
was  not  long  before  he  had  saved  a  sufficient 
amount  of  money  to  enable  him  to  establish  a 
home.  In  1843  he  married  Miss  Susannah  Bent- 
ley,  but  this  lad}^  died  after  a  brief  wedded  life; 
her  only  child  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seven 
years. 

In  1845  Mr.  Runkle  came  to  Michigan  and  for 
one  year  resided  upon  a  farm  in  On twa  Township, 
Cass  County.  In  the  spring  of  1847  he  engaged 
as  teamster  on  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad, 
which  was  then  building.  He  continued  thus  em- 
ployed from  the  1st  of  March  to  the  1st  of  July, 
but  was  cheated  out  of  $80  of  his  earnings,  which 
left  him  with  an  indebtedness  to  meet.  At  the 
time,  he  rented  thirty  acres  of  land  in  Milton 
Township  and  this  having  been  planted  to  wheat, 
he  returned  thither  and  engaged  in  cutting  and 
garnering  the  grain.  Afterward  he  worked  for  a 
time  as  teamster  in  the  employ  of  Judge  Coolidge. 

In  the  fall  of  1847  Mr.  Runkle  purchased  eighty 
acres,  where  he  now  resides,  and  from  time  to  time 
he  has  added  to  his  place  until  it  now  consists  of 
two  hundred  acres.  The  old  house  formerly 
standing  on  the  place  has  given  way  to  a  neat, 
commodious  structure,  with  all  the  modern  con- 
veniences, and  the  entire  farm  is  kept  in  splendid 
condition.  In  addition  to  this  place  Mr.  Runkle 
is  the  owner  of  forty-five  acres  of  timberland  in 
Milton  Township,  eighteen  acres  in  the  village  of 
Edwardsburgh  and  other  valuable  property  in  that 
place.  At  one  time  he  owned  one  thousand  acres 
of  land,  but  has  disposed  of  much  of  his  property 
during  late  years.  With  the  exception  of  two 
years  when  he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Edwardsburgh,  he  has  made  his  home  on  his 
present  farm  ever  since  the  date  of  his  arrival  in 
Michigan. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Runkle  united  him 
with  Miss  Margaret  Biddle,  who  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  died  after  having  become  the  mother 
of  five  children:  Margaret  E.,  William  A.,  Henry 
A.,  Ida  and  one  that  died  in  infancy.     Politically, 


Mr.  Runkle  believes  in  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  is  one  of  the  most  zealous  and 
faithful  advocates  of  that  political  organization. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 
has  served  as  Trustee  in  that  denomination.  Kind 
and  considerate  in  his  intercourse  with  his  ac- 
quaintances, a  genial  man,  pleasant  neighbor  and 
energetic  farmer,  he  well  deserves  the  high  regard 
in  which  he  is  held   throughout  the   community. 


^..  H.  HARRINGTON.  The  life  narrative 
(@yLj||  of  the  head  of  a  family  is  interesting,  not 
only  to  his  posterity,  but  also  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  section  in  which  he  has  resided, 
and  this  truth  is  doubly  true  when  such  a  man  has 
established  for  himself  and  his  children  a  reputa- 
tion for  integrity,  ciiaracter  and  ability,  and  has 
been  of  value  in  the  development,  of  that  portion 
of  the  country  which  was  his  home.  Such  a  nar- 
rative do  we  have  in  this  sketch  of  A.  H.  Harring- 
ton, who  was  born  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  July 
1,  1847. 

His  father.  Aimer  S.  Harrington,  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  the  Empire  State  and  was  three  times  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife  being  Miss  Sarah  Hopkins,  the 
mother  of  our  subject.  Of  the  four  children  born 
to  this  union,  A.  H.  Hariington  was  the  youngest, 
and  he  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
county.  When  about  twenty-one  years  of  age 
young  Harrington  decided  that  he  could  better  his 
conditions  in  the  West,  and  about  1868  he  came 
to  Michigan,  locating  in  Niles  Township,  Berrien 
County.  He  became  much  esteemed  for  his  many 
estimable  qualities,  was  public-spirited  and  enter- 
prising, and  became  one  of  the  best-known  men  in 
the  county.  For  many  years  he  held  membership 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Buchanan 
and  contributed  liberally  of  his  means  to  its  sup- 
port. Farming  was  his  principal  occupation  in 
life,  and  in  this  he  met  with  the  success  that  fol- 
lows industry  and  economy.  In  his  political 
views  he  was  a  stanch  Republican,  and  so  popular 
that  he  held  many  of  the   township    offices,   dis- 
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charging  the  duties  of  the  same  in  a  competent 
and  efficient  manner.  Warm  in  his  temperament 
and  firm  in  his  convictions,  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred February  12,  1889,  was  the  occasion  of 
universal  sorrow. 

His  widow,  formerly  Miss  Mary  Cain,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Michigan,  born  in  Niles  Township,  Berrien 
County,  April  22,  1850.  Her  parents,  George  and 
Youthey  (Comer)  Cain,  were  natives  of  Ireland 
and  Indiana,  respectively.  Mr.  Cain  crossed  the 
ocean  to  America  when  a  young  man,  and  came 
direct  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  where  he  married 
Miss  Comer.  She  died  when  Mrs.  Harrington  was 
about  six  years  old.  To  her  and  her  husband 
were  born  seven  children,  two  sons  and  five 
daughters.  John  served  in  the  Civil  War  and 
died  from  exposure;  Noah  died  while  fighting  for 
tlie  Old  Flag;  Susan,  wife  of  P.  R.  Hooker,  resides 
in  Iowa;  Maiy  is  Mrs.  Harrington;  Lizzie  is  the 
wife  of  N.  Lemon,  of  Missouri;  Mattie  is  the 
wife  of  J.  M.  Rogers;  and  Fannie  is  the  wife  of 
F.  C.  P^gbert,  of  Big  Rapids,  Mich. 

Mrs.  Harrington  was  fourth  in  order  of  birth  of 
these  children.  vShe  was  reared  near  Buchanan, 
and  supplemented  a  common-school  education  by 
attending  the  Buchanan  schools.  She  married  Mr. 
Harrington  on  the  22d  of  September,  1868,  and 
two  sons  were  born  to  this  union:  Floyd  B.,  at 
home,  and. Frank  A.  Mrs.  Harrington  has  a  fine 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  acres,  and  this 
she  carries  on  with  the  help  of  her  sons.  She  is  a 
lady  of  excellent  judgment  and  sound  sense  and 
is  very  popular  in  her  neighborhood. 


.^3. 
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ACHARIAH  KINNP],  a  prosperous  agricul- 
turist and  extensive  land-owner,  has  long 
cultivated  his  present  homestead  located  on 
section  18,  Galien  Township,  Berrien  County.  He 
was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  May  15, 
1818,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Kinne  family  who 
trace  their  descent  from  Henry  Kinne,  born  in 
Norfolk,  England,  in  1 624,  and  who  in  1653  became 
one  of  the  colonists  of  Salem,  Mass.     Henry  Kinne 


had  eight  children,  three  sons  and  five  daughters. 
His  second  son,  Thomas,  from  whom  sprang  the 
family  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1658,  and  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  Knight,  by  whom  he  had 
four  sons,  of  whom  Thomas  is  a  direct  ancestor  of 
Zachariah  Kinne.  AVhen  this  second  Thomas  sold 
out  he  signed  his  name  Kinne,  and  thus  the  name 
was  ever  afterward  .spelled. 

Thomas,  the  second,  had  ten  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters. Cyrus,  one  of  the  sons,  was  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject.  Grandfather  Cyrus 
Kinne  was  born  in  Windham  County,  Mass.,  Au- 
gust 11,  1748.  He  married  Comfort  Palmer,  of 
Voluntown,  Windham  County,  Mass.  In  1791, 
while  in  business  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  Grandfather 
Kinne  bought  land  in  Onondaga  County,  Manlius 
Township.  In  March,  1792,  accompanied  by  two 
sons,  he  journeyed  with  an  ox- team  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  the  new  home  in  the  Empire  State  and 
began  the  improvement  of  his  property  by  the 
erection  of  a  log  house.  The  following  July 
Grandfather  Kinne  returned  to  Massachusetts  for 
the  rest  of  his  family,  and  in  the  mean  time  his  two 
sons,  of  whom  the  father  of  our  subject  was  one, 
remained  to  work  the  New  York  State  farm.  There 
was  an  abundance  of  fish  and  game  in  their  near 
vicinity,  and  they  did  not  lack  for  sport  or  pro- 
visions. Grandfather  Kinne  was  a  remarkable  man, 
of  strong  physique,  uncommon  endurance  and 
possessed  of  unusual  ability.  He  was  a  mechanic  as 
well  as  a  successful  farmer,  and  was  equal  to  the 
needs  of  those  pioneer  days.  He  was  a  devout 
man  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Baptist 
Church  of  Faj^etteville,  N.  Y.  He  died  in  1808, 
at  three-score  years  of  age.  His  twelve  children 
were  P^zra,  Zachariah,  Prentice,  Ethel,  Zebnlon, 
Moses,  Joshua,  Cyrus,  Japeth,  Palmer,  Rachel  and 
Comfort.  The  second  son,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  February  24,  1772,  at  Preston,  New 
London  Count3\  Conn.  When  twent3^-two  years 
of  age  he  married  Diadama  Barnes,  of  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter  of  Phineas  Barnes. 

During  the  winter,  while  keeping  "bach''  on  the 
new  farm  before  the  arrival  of  the  mother  and 
family,  the  father  of  our  subject  and  his  brother 
lived  mostly  on  partridges  and  other  game  they 
shot.      The     only     roads    then     in    the   country 
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were  the  "blazed"  trees  on  the  Indian  trails.    The    | 
grandfather  finally  gave  his  son  Zachariah  a  tract   | 
of  land  in  Onondaga  Coiintj',  which  he  afterwaid 
traded    for  a  smaller   tract   near  Fayetteville,  but   I 
later  bought    the    old    farm    and  again  became  its   I 
possessor.     Father  Kinne  devoted  himself  to  farm- 
ing and  accumulated  in  all  several    hundred  acres 
of  valuable  land.     He  was  a  prominent  citizen  and 
represented    his   county    in    official  positions,  and 
was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  several  years.     Po- 
litically, he  was  a  Whig,  and  at  the  time   of    Mor- 
gan's death  was  a  strong  Anti-Mason.     He  was  a 
resident    of    New   York    until    his    death,  July  1, 
1850.     The   children    of   Zachariah    and  ])iadama 
(Barnes)    Kinne    were:    Diana;  Rite;  Phineas;  Ira, 
who  died  young;  Mar}- Adah ;  Esop;  Cyrus;  Rachel; 
Barnes,  who  died  in  childhood;    Lydia;  Zachariah; 
aud  Benjamin. 

Until  he  attained  his  majority  our  subject  re- 
mained with  his  parents.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  of  New  York,  and  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age  his  father  started  him  m 
life  b}'  giving  him  an  ox-team  and  thirty  acres  of 
land  in  his  native  county,  near  Syracuse,  town- 
ship of  Selina.  After  remaining  thirteen  years 
upon  his  first  farm  Mr.  Kinne  sold  that  property 
and  bought  a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres  in  the 
same  county,  and  there  made  his  home  for  the 
succeeding  thirteen  3^ears.  In  1865,  he  emigrated 
to  Michigan  and  located  in  Berrien  County,  where 
he  now  resides. 

When  Mr.  Kinne  was  but  twenty-one  years  of 
age  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Keller,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Fink)  Keller. 
Mrs.  Kinne  was  born  in  Sullivan  Township,  Madi- 
son County,  N.  Y.  Her  parents  were  of  immedi- 
ate German  descent,  but  were  themselves  natives 
of  the  F^mpire  State.  She  was  the  mother  of  six 
children,  three  of  whom  died  young,and  three  sur- 
vived her.  Ellen  became  the  wife  of  Eugene  Russ; 
P^lizabeth  married  Oscar  Yosburgh;  and  Martha  is 
Mrs.  White.     Mrs.  Kinne  died  in  New  York. 

The  first  purchase  of  land  in  Michigan  made  by 
our  subject  comprised  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
to  which  have  since  been  added  various  tracts,  until 
now  Mr.  Kinne  owns  five  hundred  and  ninety 
acres  of  land,  mostly  improved,  and  a  part  of  which 


is  within  the  boundaries  of  Indiana.  While  de- 
voting his  time  principally  to  general  agriculture, 
our  subject  is  also  engaged  in  fruit  culture,  and 
raises  some  excellent  live  stock.  After  having  re- 
mained a  widower  for  eighteen  years  our  subject 
was  married  in  Michigan  to  Miss  Sophia  Zimmer, 
who  was  born  in  Portage  County,  Ohio,  in  1844. 
Mrs.  Kinne  was  the  daughter  of  Adam  and  Marga- 
ret (Follhawber)  Zimmer,  natives  of  Germany,  who 
emigrated  to  this  countiy  before  their  marriage. 
They  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  but 
their  daughter,  Mrs.  Kinne,  is  connected  with  the 
Christian  Church.  To  our  subject  and  his  second 
wife  were  born  four  children,  three  of  whom  died 
in  childhood.  One  son,  Zachariah, survives.  Our 
subject  was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  Free-Will 
Baptist  Church,  but  never  occupied  a  regular  pul- 
pit, preaching  only  at  funerals  and  similar  occa- 
sions, and  never  allowed  ''Rev."  to  be  prefixed  to 
his  name.  Politically,  Mr.  Kinne  is  a  stalwart  Re- 
publican, and  has  held  with  efficienc}^  for  eleven 
yesLVS  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Mr.  Kin  ne 
and  his  family  occupy  positions  of  usefulness  and 
influence,  and  command  the  respect  and  high  re- 
gard of  the  various  communities  in  which  they  le- 
side.  They  are  active  in  good  works  and  are 
associated  with  the  progressive  enterprises  of  their 
home  localities. 


■^SII-^n^ll^N^I— 
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\lpjJj|OBERT  M.  HOGUE,  a  practical  farmer 
|L^  and  prominent  citizen  of  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  residing  upon  section  10,  Sod  us 
^)  township,  has  held  with  efhcient  service 
the  offices  of  Clerk  and  Supervisor,  and  now  dis- 
charges with  able  fidelity  the  duties  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  Treasurer  of  the  township,  and  as 
Inspector  of  the  School  Board  has  materially  aided 
in  the  rapid  advancement  of  the  scholarship  and 
instruction  of  the  district  schools  of  his  home  lo- 
cality. Mr.  Hogue  was  born  July  5,  1846,  in  Mer- 
cer County,  Pa.  His  paternal  grandfather,  a  na- 
tive of  the  North  of  Ireland,  was  a  man  of  worth 
and  broad   intelligence,  and   early   in    life   deter- 
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mined  to  seek  Ins  fortune  in  America.  Crossing 
the  ocean,  he  landed  safely  on  our  shores,  and  was 
one  of  the  very  few  Protestants  who  came  at  that 
period  from  the  Emerald  Isle.  Grandfather  Hogue 
was  a  tailor  by  trade,  and,  finding  his  wa}'  to  Ohio, 
located  in  Youngstown,  then  Trumbull  Count^^ 
now  Mahoning,'  Mere  the  grandfather  bought 
land,  and, still  plying  his  trade,  also  cultivated  the 
soil  of  his  adopted  country.  James  W.  Hogue,  the 
fourth  son  and  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Youngstown  October  5,  1812. 

The  father  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  assisted  them, 
working  mainly  upon  the  Ohio  homestead.  Fin- 
ally beginning  life  for  himself,  he  went  to  Mercer 
County,  Pa.,  and  two  years  later  returned  to  his 
native  State,  married  Miss  Hannah  Moore,  of 
Youngstown,Ohio,  and,  with  his  wife,  journeyed  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  resumed  farming,  in  which 
occupation  he  continued  until  his  death,  in  March 
1882.  Eight  children  blessed  with  their  cheerful 
presence  the  home,  four  sons  and  four  daughters. 
Robert  M.,  the  third  child  of  the  family,  resided  in 
his  birthplace  until  eight  years  of  age,  when  he  emi- 
grated with  his  parents  to  Pipestone  Township, 
Mich.  At  this  time  the  advantages  for  an  education 
were  limited,  but  our  subject  attended  the  public 
schools  and  acquired  a  good  common  education 
which,  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  supplemented 
with  a  course  of  private  instruction.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  Mr.  Hogue  taught  school,  and  later 
entered  the  college  at  Adrian,  completing  his 
studies  afteiwards  in  the  State  University  of  Ann 
Arbor. 

Returning  home,  our  subject  resumed  teaching 
and  successfully  continued  the  avocation  of  an 
instructor  during  the  winter  terms  of  school  in 
Berrien  County  until  within  the  past  three  years. 
Mr.  Hogue  has  extensively  improved  the  land  he 
bought  on  section  10  many  years  ago.  His  hand- 
some residence  is  of  modern  design  and  attrac- 
tive architecture,  and,  with  its  surroundings  fully 
in  keeping,  is  a  beautiful  country  home.  The 
farm  to  which  our  subject  now  devotes  his  entire 
attention  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
yields  excellent  annual  returns.  Upon  May  7, 
1874,  Robert  M.   Hogue  and   Miss   Mary  Rector, 


daughter  of  David  Rector,  were  united  in  marriage. 
David  Rector  was  a  pioneer  citizen  and  leading 
man  of  Berrien  County,  widely  known  and  uni- 
versally respected.  Four  bright  and  intelligent 
children  have  been  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hogue: 
Mabel  E.,  Roy  S.,  Arthur  L.  and  Alice  May.  Mabel 
is  teaching;  Roy  is  attending  school  at  Benton 
Harbor;  and  Alice  May  and  Arthur  are  pupils  of 
the  home  school.  Our  subject  is  fraternally  con- 
nected with  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  and  has 
been  one  of  the  active  workers  of  the  order,  and  a 
member  of  Sodus  Lodge  since  its  organization. 
Politically^  a  Republican,  and  an  earnest  supporter 
of  the  party,  he  has  been  a  local  leader  in  the 
councils  of  his  constituents,  and  has  for  a  great 
number  of  years  continuously  engaged  in  the  cares 
of  public  work,  giving  universal  satisfaction  to 
the  entire  community  of  friends  and  neighbors  of 
the  township. 


eYRUS  B.  GROAT,  an  energetic  general  agri- 
culturist located  on  section  36,  Berrien 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  now  de- 
voting himself  exclusively  to  farming,  was  for 
twenty-four  years  an  able  teacher  of  the  count3\ 
and,  a  man  of  executive  ability,  has  for  eleven 
consecutive  years  discharged  with  eflficiency  the 
duties  of  Supervisor,  and  has  been  Chairman  of  the 
important  committees  of  the  Board.  Our  subject 
is  a  life-time  resident  of  his  present  locality,  and 
was  born  in  Berrien  Township  April  6,  1844. 
His  father,  a  well-known  citizen  of  Pokagon  Town- 
ship, is  a  native  of  Canada.  The  mother,  Mrs. 
Lucinda  (Pinnell)  Groat,  is  by  birth  a  Virginian. 
Married  in  Michigan,  the  parents  settled  upon 
section  24,  Berrien  Township,  and  brought  up  from 
a  wild  condition  into  a  high  state  of  cultivation  a 
farm,  upon  which  they  lived  a  number  of  years. 
They  subsequently  removed  to  Berrien  Springs, 
again  improved  hitherto  uncultivated  acreage, and 
two  years  later  made  their  home  in  Berrien  Town- 
ship, later  moving  to  Niles  Township.  From  that 
locality  atter  eight  years'  residence  they  went  to 
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Pokagon,  where,  upon  a  liomestead  situated  upon 
section  31,  they  are  enjoying  the  comforts  of  life, 
and  the  father,  retired  from  active  duties,  is  tak- 
ing a  well-earned  rest.  The  parents  are  valued 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with 
wiiich  they  have  been  connected  ten  years,  ever 
active  in  good  work.  Prior  to  joining  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  they  belonged  to  the  United 
Brethren  Church  a  number  of  years.  The  father 
is  the  oldest  settler  in  the  locality,  and  is  a  life- 
time farmer. 

The  eldest  child  living  of  the  family,  our  sub- 
ject was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  educated  in  the 
graded  schools  of  Berrien  Count}^,  since  adding  to 
his  early  stock  of  knowledge  by  close  observation 
and  reading.  During  his  extended  term  as  instruc- 
tor, he  taught  successfully  two  winters  at  the 
Normal  School  at  Berrien  Centre.  Until  he  was 
twenty-two  years  of  age  he  remained  with  his 
parents,  but  from  that  time  was  away  from  home. 
Mr.  Groat  traveled  eighteen  months  for  Harper 
Bros.,  handling  their  school-books,  throughout 
Michigan  and  Indiana.  In  1868  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Stutsman, 
of  Elkhart  Ind.,  and  with  his  estimable  wife  set- 
tled upon  his  present  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Groat 
were  the  parents  of  two  children,  of  whom  one  son 
survives,  Max,  now  attending  school.  The  home- 
stead contains  one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres 
of  valuable  land,  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
which  are  under  a  high  state  of  productiveness. 
The  farm  is  devoted  mainly  to  the  cultivation  of 
grain  and  the  raising  of  a  superior  grade  of  stock. 
In  1873,  an  attractive  residence  was  erected  at  a 
cost  of  $1,500,  and  the  other  improvements  are 
substantial  and  commodious. 

Aside  from  the  care  of  his  farm,  Mr.  Groat  is 
President  of  the  Pokagon  Butter  and  Cheese  Com- 
pany, and  much  of  his  time  and  attention  is  nec- 
essarily given  to  this  enterprise.  Fraternally,  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  Crystal  Springs  Lodge,  Summerville,  and 
has  been  through  all  the  chairs.  He  also  affili- 
ates with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
at  Niles,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Grange, 
and  was  Secretary  of  the  old  Grange.  Especially 
interested  in  educational  advancement,  our  subject 


has,  as  Township  Superintendent  of  Schools  for  five 
years,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  School 
Examiners  of  Berrien  County  for  eight  years, 
materially  assisted  in  the  promotion  of  a  high  grade 
of  scholarship  and  instruction.  He  was  Secretary 
of  the  Board  for  four  years,  and  during  that  time, 
served  as  County  Secretary  of  Schools.  He  re- 
tained his  membership  until  1892,  and  while 
Secretary  held  Teachers'  Institutes.  In  the  fall  of 
1892,  he  was  re-elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
School  Examiners.  Mr.  Groat  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors  of  the  college  at  Benton  Har- 
bor. Politically,  our  subject  is  a  stalwart  Repub- 
lican, and  has  represented  his  constituents  as 
delegate  to  various  county  and  State  conven- 
tions. In  1881,  elected  Supervisor,  he  continued 
an  incumbent  of  that  position  until  1893,  to  the 
great  satisfaction  of  his  friends  and  fellow-towns- 
men. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Groat  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Morris  Chapel, 
and  as  Trustee  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  for  the  past  ten  years,  Mr.  Groat  has  been 
especially  faithful  in  religious  work.  Mrs.  Groat 
has  also  taught  in  the  Sunda3^-school,  and  both  ouv 
subject  and  his  wife  enjoy  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  the  entire  community,  among  whom  they 
occupy  positions  of  usefulness  and  infiuence.  Mr- 
Groat  has  now  rented  his  farm,  and  bought  a  home 
in  Niles,  where  he  contemplates  moving  this  fall 
in  order  to  give  his  son  the  advantage  of  the 
High  School. 


fMft^puht    W^ 


9     {    i    [    i  t 


<^j^  DWIN  A.  BLAKESLEE.  There  is  no  name 
more  prominently  connected  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  prosperous  village  of  Galien 
than  that  of  Blakeslee,  and  this  volume  would  be 
incomplete  were  no  mention  made  of  their  life 
and  works.  It  is  therefore  with  pleasure  that  the 
biographer  invites  the  attention  of  the  reader  to 
the  following  outline  of  the  career  of  our  subject, 
as  well  as  his  immediate  ancestors.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  vvas 
James  Blakeslee,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  the 
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State  of  New  York  and  there  married  Miss  Louisi- 
ana Edmunds,  a  cousin  of  the  illustrious  states- 
man, Judge  Edmunds,  and  a  daughter  of  one  of 
the  Revolutionary  heroes,  who  was  taken  prisoner 
by  tlie  British  and  remained  in  captivity  for  some 
time. 

While  residing  in  New  York,  James  Blakeslee 
begnn  to  preach  in  the  chuich  of  the  Latter-Da}^ 
Saints,  and  continued  his  ministerial  labors  after 
removing  to  Perth,  Canada,  in  1836.  Thence  he 
went  to  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  and  from 
there  to  Watervillc,  Oneida  County,  the  same 
State,  later  locating  in  Uticn,  where,  as  in  other 
])laces,  he  devoted  the  most  of  his  time  to  preach- 
ing. On  the  5th  of  July,  1848,  he  arrived  in 
southern  lown,  where  he  engaged  in  ministerial 
Avork  for  live  years.  In  1848  he  located  in  Bata- 
vin,  Kane  County,  111.,  and  there  resided  until  his 
death,  which  occuired  December  18,  1866.  A  man 
of  great  ability  and  an  interesting  speaker,  he  was 
very  prominent  in  the  Church  of  the  Latter- Day 
Saints  and  was  one  of  the  twelve  apostles  in  whose 
hands  reposed  the  authority  of  the  church.  His 
wife  also  passed  away  in  Batavia,  Kane  County, 
III. 

The  [)aternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  had  a 
large  family  of  children,  (ieorge  A.  being  the  eld- 
est, lie  received  his  schooling  in  the  various 
places  of  which  his  father  was  a  resident,  and  was 
also  the  recipient  of  excellent  advantages  under 
the  training  and  preceptorship  of  his  father. 
AVhen  a  mere  boy  he  commenced  to  work  for  him- 
self and  early  developed  traits  of  self-reliance  and 
industry.  He  frequently  made  overland  trips  to 
Chicago  in  order  to  haul  wheat  to  the  market 
there.  His  first  business  venture  was  as  operator 
of  a  sawmill  in  Batavia,  III.,  and  in  1849  he  em- 
barked in  the  lumbering  business,  which  he  con- 
tinued for  seven  years. 

Coming  to  the  present  site  of  Galien  in  1856, 
Mr.  Blakeslee  became  the  founder  of  this  now 
prosperous  village,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  woods 
erected  and  operated  a  sawmill.  Soon  afterward 
he  purchased  a  stock  of  goods  and  opened  a 
general  mercantile  store,  which  he  conducted  in 
connection  with  the  lumber  business.  He  owned 
several  tliousand  acres  of  land  in    Berrien   Coun- 


ty, from  which  he  cut  the  lumber  and  disposed 
of  it  in  the  market.  Under  the  administration 
of  President  Buchanan  he  was  appointed  Post- 
master at  Galien  and  retained  that  position  un- 
interrupted through  the  various  administrations 
until  the  election  of  Grover  Cleveland  to  the 
Presidency,  when  he  resigned.  He  also  owned  a 
sawmill  here  and  engaged  extensively  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  handles.  In  1880  he  opened  a  bank- 
ing establishment.  Upon  his  farm,  which  con- 
sisted of  one  thousand  acres  or  more,  he  raised 
stock  and  grain  and  shipped  largely  to  other 
places.  In  his  mill  he  manufactured  over  one 
million   five  hundred   thousand  liandles  annually. 

The  marriage  of  George  A.  Blakeslee  occurred 
on  the  13th  of  Eebruary,  1848,  and  united  him 
with  Miss  Lydia  Alcott,  who  was  born  in  England, 
being  the  daughter  of  a  manufacturer  of  queens- 
ware  in  that  country.  She  came  to  America  in  her 
girlhood  and  with  her  father  settled  in  McHenry 
County,  III.,  where  she  resided  until  her  mariage. 
In  his  3^outh  Mr.  Blakeslee  united  with  the  Latter- 
Day  Saints  and  became  a  prominent  member  of 
the  church,  being  its  Bishop  for  the  world,  in 
which  position  he  had  charge  of  the  finances  and 
their  property  throughout  the  entire  world.  Eor 
ten  years  he  filled  tliat  honored  position  to  the 
universal  satisfaction  of  the  people  and  with  credit 
to  himself.  Aside  from  the  office  of  Bishop  he 
also  preached  occasionally,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  High  Priest  Corums,  which  was  one  of  the 
most  important  positions  in  the  gift  of  the  church. 
He  aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Galien  branch 
of  the  church  and  was  its  most  influential  member. 

A  member  of  the  Whig  party  during  its  exist- 
ence, Mr.  Blakeslee  united  with  the  Republican 
party  in  1856  and  was  one  of  its  most  devoted 
adherents  until  his  death.  He  served  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  from  1857  until  1882,  a  period  of 
twenty- five  years.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  public  schools  at  Galien  and  was  a  member 
of  the  School  Board  for  many  years.  As  Presi- 
dent of  the  village  for  a  long  period,  he  was  in- 
strumental in  securing  many  improvements  and 
in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  citizens.  Socially, 
he  was  identified  with  the  Royal  Arch  Masons. 
His. death  occurred  at  his  home  in  Galien  on  the 


832 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


20th  of  September,  1890,  and  was  deeply  deplored 
by  his  acquaintances  throughout  the  United  States. 
A  man  of  splendid  physique  and  fine  appearance, 
lie  won  friends  wherever  he  went  and  retained  the 
admiration  and  respect  of  all  his  associates.  To 
him  more  than  to  any  other  man  is  due  the  rapid 
growth  of  Berrien  County  and  its  high  [position 
among  the  counties  of  Michigan. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  nine  children, 
of  whom  Ella  and  George  A.,  Jr.,  are  deceased.  Of 
the  seven  survivors  we  note  the  following:  Eliza 
is  the  wife  of  Alexander  Emery,  an  attorney  of 
Buchanan,  Mich.;  Sarah  married  W.  W.  Fr}^  who 
is  in  the  emplo}'  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad 
at  Joliet,  111. ;  Georgiana  is  the  wife  of  J.  W.Wright, 
a  traveling  salesman;  Lydia  is  the  wife  Charles  A. 
Clark,  who  devotes  his  entire  time  to  our  subject's 
store;  Viola  married  W.  A.  Blair,  a  merchant  re- 
siding in  Lamoni,  Iowa;  Belle  is  the  wife  of  S. 
B.  Smith,  a  music  dealer  of  Jackson,  Mich.;  and 
ICdwin  A.  is  the  youngest. 

Our  subject,  who  has  succeeded  his  honored  fa- 
ther in  business,  was  born  July  18,  1865,  in  Galien, 
Mich.,  and  received  his  education  in  the  Normal 
School  at  Ypsilanti,  graduating  from  that  institu- 
tion in  1887.  Later  he  entered  the  literary  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years,  lie  also  took  a 
course  of  lectures  in  the  law  department  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta  and  the  Phi  Delta 
Phi.  At  the  time  of  his  father's  death  he  returned 
to  Galien  and  settled  the  large  estate  and  assumed 
charge  of  the  business,  with  which  he  has  since 
been  connected. 

A  Republican  in  his  political  opinions,  Mr. 
Blakeslee  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Village 
Council  and  is  the  present  Clerk  of  Galien  Town- 
ship. He  takes  a  deep  interest  in  educational 
matters  and  is  a  Director  of  the  Galien  schools. 
He  is  proprietor  of  the  firm  of  G.  A.  Blakeslee  cfe 
Co.,  which  conducts  a  general  banking  business, 
also  engages  in  a  general  mercantile  business,  and 
in  buying  and  selling  grain.  In  the  store  may  be 
found  a  large  and  complete  assortment  of  goods, 
including  everything  from  the  size  of  a  needle  to 
a  threshing-machine.  As  has  been  heretofore 
nitjptioped,  the  gtore    is   managed    by  Mr,  Clark, 


while  our  subject  devotes  his  entire  attention  to 
looking  after  the  large  estate  inherited  from  his 
father.  He  and  his  mother  reside  on  the  old 
homestead,  where  they  are  surrounded  by  all  the 
comforts  of  life.  In  addition  to  his  other  inter- 
ests he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  First  State  Savings 
Bank  of  Niles. 

The  honored  son  of  an  honored  father,  Mr. 
Blakeslee  is  justly  held  in  high  esteem  by  the 
people  of  Berrien  County.  While  he  is  largely 
indebted  to  his  father,  yet  he  personally  possesses 
the  attributes  of  a  noble  character.  Like  his  fa- 
ther, he  is  a  man  of  firm  convictions,  and  when  he 
once  decides  upon  the  right  course  of  action, 
nothing  swerves  him  from  his  course.  In  dispo- 
sition generous,  in  resources  fruitful,  in  character 
rounded,  and  in  business  dealings  honorable,  he 
has  gained  a  name  and  a  reputation  as  one  of 
Michigan's  most  prosperous  and  noble  sons. 


m^m\ 


\I}  SAAC  MOSER.  Mr.  Moser,  one  of  the  very 
||  wealthy  men  of  Mason  Township, and  for  many 
/i^  \  ears  a  large  money-loaner,  was  born  at  Rich- 
field, Pa.,  February  24.  1837.  His  parents, 
Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Fall)  Moser,  were  natives 
respectively  of  Frauenburg,  P" ranee,  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  father  was  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
old  Jewish  families  and  came  to  America  when  he 
was  about  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  had  two 
brothers,  one  of  whom,  Nathan,  became  a  wealthy 
man,  went  to  California  and  there  died.  The  other 
brother  was  a  man  of  culture  and  learning,  and  was 
a  prominent  Jewish  Rabbi.  One  of  his  sisters 
married  a  Mr.  Heyman  and  the  other  sister  married  . 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Levi.  The  far-famed  cor- 
net player,  Levi,  is  her  son. 

Upon  reaching  the  American  coast  the  father  of 
our  subject  had  but  eighteen  cents  in  money,  but, 
like  most  of  his  race  when  first  reaching  this 
country,  he  became  a  peddler.  He  soon  had  a  store 
of  his  own,  and  later  he  traded  in  live  stock,  thus 
making  a  fortune.  In  1855  he  came  to  Michigan, 
locntjng-  at  Mt.  Clemens,   and  was  one  of  the  pro- 
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prielors  of  a  mineral  well  in  that  place  when  it  first 
stai'ted,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  one  of 
the  stockholders  and  Directors  in  the  IVIt.  Clemens 
Savings  Bank.  Shortly  after  coming  to  this  coun- 
try l»e  married  the  widow  Middelsworth,  her  maiden 
name  having  been  Fall.  Her  first  husband's  father 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  his  day  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  serving  twenty-one 
years  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  one  term  in 
Congress.  She  became  the  mother  of  one  child  by 
her  first  marriage,  and  this  child  was  named  after 
his  father,  John  Middelswoi'th.  Mi's.  Moser  is  now 
living  at  Mt.  Clemens. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  was  second  in  O'der  of 
birth  of  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, and  his  educational  advantages  were  not  of 
the  best,  for  he  began  assisting  his  father  in  the 
store  when  twelve  years  of  age.  He  also  worked 
on  the  farm  his  father  owned,  and  when  but 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  began  working  at  the 
butcher  business  at  Mt.  Clemens,  whither  he  had 
moved  with  his  father  in  1855.  Later  he  became 
the  proprietor  of  a  general  store  in   that  place. 

For  some  time  during  the  late  Civil  War  he  was 
in  the  emj)loy  of  the  Government  in  the  railroad 
de[)artment,  and  was  located  at  Bridgeport,  Ala., 
and  Deckard,  Tenn.  At  the  former  place  he  met 
with  an  accident.  A  fire  broke  out  in  the  depot 
while  he  was  sleeping  in  it,  and  in  assisting  to  get 
out  blankets  and  other  Government  supplies  he 
slipped  and  sprained  his  ankle.  He  has  never  fully 
recovered  from  this.  Soon  after  he  came  to  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  and  bought  a  piece  of  land  in  Ma- 
son Township.  Six  months  later  he  sold  this  at  a 
profit  of  $2,500,  and  bought  the  place  where  he 
now  lives,  and  which  adjoins  the  first  tract  he 
bought. 

In  1869  Mr.  Moser  was  married  to  Miss  Susan 
Con  ley,  the  eldest  daughter  of  William  Conley,  of 
Mason  Township,  and  a  native  of  the  .Buckeye 
State.  She  went  with  her  father  to  Indiana  when 
quite  young,  and  finally  to  Cass  County,  Mich., 
where  they  settled  in  Mason  Township.  Here 
Mr.  Moser  became  acquainted  with  her.  Five  sons 
were  born  to  this  marriage:  Theodore,  Charles 
A.,  Clarence,  Leland  and  Willard.  After  his  mar- 
riage   Mr,    Mo^er  located  on  his  present  farm  and 


became  an  extensive  fruit-grower.  As  Michigan 
has  for  a  number  of  years  enjoyed  a  wide-spread 
reputation  for  being  one  of  the  most  prolific  fruit- 
growing States  in  the  central  cluster,  Mr.  Moser 
has  taken  advantage  of  this  fact  to  inaugurate  an 
industry  that  has  been  a  great  success.  He  is  an 
expert  in  the  business  and  has  made  considerable 
money  at  it.  Of  late  years  he  has  done  but  little 
work  aside  from  looking  after  his  various  inter- 
ests, for  he  is  counted  one  of  the  largest  money- 
loaners  in  his  section. 

Mr.  Moser  has  always  been  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics and  has  held  many  of  the  local  offices  in  his 
township.  For  twenty  years  he  was  School  Treas- 
urer, also  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  at  the  present 
time  is  one  of  the  Board  of  Review  of  the  town- 
ship. He  was  made  a  Mason  at  Mt.  Clemens,  and 
has  been  a  life-long  temperance  worker.  He  never 
drank  a  drop  of  liquor  in  his  life,  never  uses  tea 
or  coffee,  and  dislikes  tobacco  in  any  form.  In 
fact,  he  is  temperate  in  all  things. 


♦^^•^E^♦^ 


^=^- 


^  RNEST  TABOR, an  enterprising  agricultur- 
ist and  well-known  citizen  of  SodusTown- 
il^^/  ship,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  was  born  in 
the  near  township  of  Bain  bridge,  in  February,  1845, 
and  has  passed  his  entire  life  within  the  State  of 
his  nativity,  with  the  exception  of  brief  intervals 
occupied  in  journeys  and  visits  elsewhere.  His 
father,  Wallace  Tabor,  a  native  of  Jefferson  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  born  April  26,  1814,  remained  in  the 
home  of  his  birth  until  he  had  arrived  at  the  age 
of  seventeen, spending  the  days  of  childhood  and 
youth  in  assisting  his  father  and  attending  the 
school  of  the  neighborhood.  In  1881,  the  ener- 
getic and  ambitious  boy  left  the  parental  roof  de- 
termined to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  broader  West. 
He  came  to  Michigan  and  remained  a  short  time  in 
Berrien  County,  from  there  proceeding  to  Chi- 
cago, where  he  found  immediate  employment  as  a 
laborer  in  a  brickyard.  He  helped  to  make  the 
brick  used  in  the  erection  of  th^  first  brick  hotel 
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built  in  Chicago.  After  working  two  years  stead- 
ily in  the  brickyard, the  father  returned  to  Bain- 
bridge  Township,  Mieh.,  and  buying  land  entered 
into  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  with  success,  clear- 
ing the  land  and  cultivating  the  fertile  soil  of  his 
homestead  for  sixteen  years  without  change  of  oc- 
cupation. 

In  1849,  when  the  reports  from  California 
aroused  a  fever  of  excitement  all  over  the  country, 
Tabor  determined  to  seek  the  gold  fields  of  the 
Pacific  Coast.  After  an  absence  of  two  years,  he 
again  resumed  farming  upon  the  old  homestead, 
from  that  time  his  constant  abiding-place.  In  1839, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  McKies, 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Harriet  McKies, 
formerly  residents  of  Connecticut,  the  McKies  be- 
ing a  well-known  and  highly  esteemed  family  of 
New  England.  Unto  the  worthy  parents  of  our 
subject  were  born  eight  children,  one  of  whom  died 
in  infancy.  Bert,  the  youngest  of  the  family, 
passed  away  in  his  twenty-fourth  year,  beloved  by 
all  who  knew  him.  He  w^as  a  young  man  of  prom- 
ise, and  died  in  1887.  The  surviving  sons  and 
daughters  are  Euphemia,  Sarah  Elizabeth,  Ernest, 
Horace,  Ida,  Carlton.  All  are  married  and  reside  in 
Berrien  County,  except  the  two  eldest  daughters, 
who  make  their  home  in  the  far  State  of  Kansas. 
Ernest,  the  eldest  son  of  the  large  family,  assisted 
from  boyhood  in  the  daily  labor  of  the  farm,  and 
also  attended  the  district  schools  and  gained  an 
excellent  and  practical  education.  He  afterward 
enjoyed  the  benefit  of  six  months'  instruction  in 
the  State  University  at  Ann  A^rbor,  and  grew  up 
to  manhood  self-reliant  and  industrious. 

At  twenty-one  years  of  age,  beginning  life  for 
himself,  Mr.  Tabor  at  first  obtained  employment  in 
a  sawmill,  where  he  received  fair  wages,  but  after  a 
time  he  concluded  to  return  to  farming,  being  thor- 
oughly posted  in  all  the  details  of  agriculture,  and 
already  having  an  extended  and  i)ractical  experi- 
ence in  handling  the  soil  and  products  of  Michigan. 
For  two  years  our  subject  worked  the  farm  of  his 
father  on  shares,  and  then  devoted  his  capital  to 
the  purchase  of  lands  in  Van  Buren  County,  from 
which  he  removed  the  timber,  afterward  selling 
the  property.  He  next  bought  the  one  hundred 
and  two  lucres  where  he  now  resides,  and  which  he 


has  brought  up  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  con- 
ducting general  farming  and  also  raising  some  fine 
stock.  The  improvements  upon  the  broad  acres 
are  unusually  valuable,  Mr.  Tabor  having  erected 
a  number  of  well-built  cottages,  which  he  rents 
mostly  to  prominent  Chicago  families,  who  enjoy 
their  summer  outing  upon  the  banks  of  the  St.  Jo- 
seph River.  It  was  in  1891  that  the  cottages  were 
completed  and  occupied,  and  in  1893  they  are  in- 
adequate in  size  and  number  to  accommodate  the 
guests  who  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the  pleas- 
ant retreat.  Mr.  Tabor  has  already  enlarged  one 
house,  and  is  now  contemplating  the  erection  of 
others.  In  1872  our  subject  entered  the  bonds  of 
marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie  Stump,  daughter  of  John 
and  Magdalena  Stump.  The  marriage  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children.  One  died 
in  infancy;  Myrtie  and  May  survive  and  are  with 
their  parents.  Politically,  Mr.  Tabor  is  a  stanch 
Republican.  He  has  voted  that  ticket  ever  since 
he  attained  his  majority  and  is  a  firm  believer  in  the 
principles  and  platform  of  the  **Partyof  Reform." 
An  intelligent  and  observing  man,  our  subject  has 
a  store  of  pleasing  reminiscences  of  the  early  days 
of  the  State,  and  has  himself  been  a  leading  factor 
in  the  progressive  interests  of  his  home  township 
and  county. 


■^EORGE  A.  CORELL,  and  energetic  and 
prosperous  farmer  located  upon  section  4, 
Bertrand  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
is  a  native  of  Erie  County,  Pa.,  and  was  born  near 
Girard,  March  2,  1846.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Abraham  Corell,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  New  Jerse}^, 
of  Scotch-Irish  parentage.  He  removed  to  Albany 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  there,  in  1795,  married  Miss 
Mary  Miller,  who  was  c  f  Knickerbocker  descent. 
In  the  year  1819  they  removed  to  Livingston 
County,  and  thence,  in  1837,  to  Erie  County,  Pa. 
In  1853  Mr.  Corell  removed  to  Iowa,  and  there 
died  in  1857,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  and  one- 
half  years. 
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Abraham  Corel  I,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Albany  County,  N.  Y.,  August  10, 
1815,  and  removed  with  his  parents  to  Livingston 
County.  In  1837  he  went  to  Erie  County,  Pa., 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years.  February  10, 
1839,  married  Ann  Elizabeth  Brownell,  who  was 
born  in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  November  1, 
1818.  When  seven  years  old  she  removed  with 
her  parents  to  Chautauqua  County,  and  later  to 
P>ie  County,  Pa.  Her  parents  were  from  Rhode 
Island,  and  the  father,  Benjamin  Brownell,  was  a 
descendant  of  Ethan  Allen,  noted  in  the  Revolu- 
tion as  the  commander  of  the  Green  Mountain 
boys. 

In  March,  1850,  the  father  of  our  subject  came 
with  his  family  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.  A  kind 
friend  and  upright  citizen,  he  was  deeply  mourned 
when,  December  23,  1883,  he  passed  to  his  rest, 
aged  sixty-eight  years,  three  months  and  thirteen 
days;  the  mother  survived  her  husband  and  is  now 
living  in  Niles  Township. 

George  A.  Corell  was  one  of  eleven  children,  live 
sons  and  six  daughters,  born  unto  his  parents,  sev- 
en of  whom  lived  to  adult  age,  and  six  3^et  survive. 
Our  subject  was  the  fourth  child  and  eldest  son  in 
order  of  birth,  and  was  only  four  years  of  age 
when  he  arrived  in  Berrien  County.  He  enjoyed 
instruction  in  the  public  schools  of  Niles  and  re- 
sided with  his  parents  until  twenty-two  years  of 
age.  December  23,  1873,  Mr.  Corell  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Morna  Alice  Gragg,  a 
daughter  of  Mortimer  David  Gragg,  a  native  of 
Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.  Her  mother,  Hester  Ann 
(Cronkhite)  Gragg,  was  born  in  New  York  and 
was  of  German  descent.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gragg 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Corell  was  the  third  child  and  the  third  daughter. 
She  was  born  in  Niles  September  13,  1851,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  her  home 
locality.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corell  have  spent  their 
married  life  upon  their  present  homestead,  which 
lias  been  brightened  by  the  birth  of  five  intelligent 
children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters:  George 
E.,  Horace  B.,  F.  Genevieve,  Delia  L.  and  Mary 
Alice. 

Mr.  Corell  has  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his 
time  to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  ancl  is  a  practical 
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tiller  of  the  soil  and  a  successful  stock-raiser.  He 
is  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and,  commencing  in  that 
business  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  continued 
in  the  same  profitably  for  seven  years.  He  owns 
a  highly  improved  farm  of  eighty  acres  and  has 
also  worked  his  mother's  homestead  of  ninety-six 
acres.  Our  subject  is  actively  connected  with  the 
Republican  party  and  was  elected  Highway  Com- 
missioner in  1893.  He  has  from  his  earliest  man- 
hood been  deeply  interested  in  both  local  and  Na- 
tional affairs,  and  during  the  past  twenty  years 
has  been  identified  with  the  progressive  move- 
ments and  business  enterprises  of  this  township, 
and  is  regarded  as  a  man  of  worth,  liberal  ideas 
and  public  spirit.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Corell  is  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  at  Niles  and  has 
many  warm  friends  within  this  well-known  order. 


eAVW  SAMUEL  G.  LANGLEY.  Pleasantly 
located  on  Langley  Avenue  and  command- 
ing a  fine  view  of  the  St.  Joseph  River 
stands  an  elegant  and  commodious  residence, 
which  is  considered  one  of  the  loveliest  of  St.  Jo- 
seph's many  attractive  homes.  This  was  the  resi- 
dence of  the  late  Capt.  Langley  and  is  now  occu- 
pied by  his  widow.  The  family  name  is  a  very 
familiar  one  to  the  people  of  Berrien  County,  not 
only  through  Capt.  Langley 's  close  association 
with  its  progress,  but  also  through  Langley  Ave- 
nue, which  was  laid  out  by  him  and  donated  to  the 
city,  and  is  now  one  of  its  principal  thorough- 
fares. 

Our  subject  was  descended  from  a  long  line  of 
patriotic  forefathers,  who  traced  their  ancestry  to 
Scotland  and  England.  His  maternal  grandfather, 
Gov.  Hilton,  is  remembered  as  the  first  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  and  was  a  man  of 
great  ability.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Lee 
County,  N.  Y.,  August  11,  1813,  and  was  the  son 
of  Samuel  G.  and  Sallie  (Hilton)  Langley,  natives 
respectively  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts. 
Wlien  a  mere  child  he  ahippecl  as  cabin  boy  on  an 
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ocean  steamer  and  was  on  the  sea  until  1832, 
when  he  came  to  St.  Joseph  and  sailed  the  brig 
''Napoleon/*  which  was  the  first  steam  brig  used 
on  Lake  Michigan.  He  sailed  the  ''Earl  of  Cath- 
cart''  from  Kingston  to  Detroit,  when  she  was 
bought  by  C.  B.  Backus,  of  Detroit,  and  took  his 
name,  being  afterwards  called  the  propeller  "C.  B. 
Backus.''  She  was  the  first  propeller  on  the  Lakes. 
Afterward  he  built  and  partly  owned  several 
steam  brigs  which  he  sailed  on  the  lake.  At  the 
same  time,  in  partnership  with  Capt.  Hilton,  he 
was  engaged  in  the  elevator  business  at  St.  Joseph. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  our  subject  was  the 
oldest  Captain  on  Lake  Michigan.  During  the 
years  in  which  he  was  engaged  on  the  lake  he  re- 
ceived several  medals,  presented  to  him  as  a  token 
of  appreciation  for  brave  and  efficient  service  on 
the  lake  at  various  times.  He  received  a  fine  sil- 
ver service  for  saving  and  rescuing  the  crew  of  the 
steamer  "E.  H.  Collins,"  burned  in  Detroit  River  Oc- 
tober 8,  1854.  He  also  saved  the  lives  of  the  crews 
of  four  vessels  on  Lake  Erie  the  same  year.  Mrs. 
Langle}^  has  in  her  possession  a  gold-headed  cane 
presented  to  the  Captain  in  1861  by  Prince 
Napoleon  for  service  rendered  him  while  on  the 
Captain's  vessel.  His  death  occurred  on  the  pro- 
pellor  "Favorite"  in  the  Chicago  harbor  from 
heart  disease,  June  4,  1870. 

On  February  2,  1843,  Capt.  Langley  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sara  M.  Fitzgerald,  of  Al- 
bany, N.  Y.,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by 
Bishop  McCloskey,  of  Detroit.  The  bride  was  the 
daughter  of  Edmond  A.  and  Sarah  A.  (Hilton) 
Fitzgerald,  natives  of  Ireland,  who  emigrated 
early  in  life  to  the  United  States  when  they  were 
both  single.  The  marriage  of  Capt.  and  Mrs. 
Langley  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four  children: 
Capt.  John  H.;  Samuel  G.,  Jr.;  Frank  F.,  who  is  at 
home;  and  Emma  A.,  wife  of  J.  J.  McLeod,  of  De- 
troit, Mich.  Mrs.  Langley  is  a  member  of  the 
Universalist  Church,  with  which  her  husband  was 

-  identified  for  many  years.  In  addition  to  her  res- 
idence in  St.  Joseph,  she  is  the  owner  of  ninety- 
seven  acres  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  the  value  of 
which  is  rapidly  increasing.     Capt.  Langley  was  a 

charter  member  of  Occidental  Lodge  No.  56,  A.  F. 

<feA.  M.,  and  was  one  of  its  active  workers  until 

the  time  of  his  death.     In  politics  he  was  a  stanch 

Republican, 


T/  OSEPH  R.  EDWARDS.  A  prominent  busi- 
ness enterprise  of  Dowagiac  is  the  boot  and 
shoe  store  owned  and  managed  by  the  sub- 
'  ject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  also  agent  for 
the  American  Express  Company  at  this  place.  ]\L'. 
p]d wards  was  born  in  Haddonfield,  Camden  Coun- 
ty, N.  J.,  June  28,  1839.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Joseph  Edwards,  was  born  in  Maryland  on  the 
lOth  of  May,  1754,  and  was  the  son  of  Joseph  and 
Eleanor  Edwards.  Throughout  his  entire  business 
life  he  engaged  in  merchandising,  and  followed 
that  occupation  in  Lumberton,  N.  J.,  where  he 
settled  about  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 
His  family  numbered  twelve  children,  six  of  whom 
survived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Joseph  Edwards,  was 
bom  at  Lumberton,  N.  J.,  August  15,  1806,  and 
in  his  youth  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  trade 
of  a  wagon  and  carriage  maker,  at  Vincentown, 
N.  J.  In  1856  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled 
in  Pokagon  Township,  Cass  County,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm,  remaining  there  until  his  ca- 
reer was  terminated  by  death  on  the  11th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1889.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Rebecca  Zanes,  was  born  in  Haddonfield,  N.  J.,  in 
1810.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children 
seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  seven  of 
that  number  are  still  living.  One  of  the  sons, 
Isaac  Z.,  served  in  the  late  war  as  Lieutenant  of 
the  Nineteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  died  from 
wounds  received  in  the  army. 

In  his  political  belief,  the  father  of  our  subject 
was  first  a  Whig,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party  became  identified  with  it 
and  remained  a  devoted  adherent  of  its  principles 
until  his  death.  He  was  a  conservative  man,  hon- 
orable and  upright  in  all  his  dealings,  and  his 
word  was  in  every  instance  as  good  as  his  bond. 
He  was  a  firm  believer  in  Christianity  and  {30S- 
sessed  deep  religious  convictions.  In  his  farming 
enterprises  he  met  with  success  and  accumulated 
a  large  and  valuable  property. 

When  seventeen  years  of  age,  our  subject  came 
to  Michigan,  and  three  years  later  he  commenced 
to  teach  in  Berrien  County.  On  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Twelfth 
Michigan    Infantry,  and   served  as.  Sergeant  of 
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his  company,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh 
and  Hatch ie  River  Bridge,  and  the  various  skir- 
mishes of  the  campaign  through  West  Tennessee. 
In  1863  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Vicksburg 
and  thence  went  to  Arkansas,  where  Mr.  p]d wards 
took  part  in  the  engagement  at  Little  Rock. 
June  8,  1865,  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service 
and  resumed  the  duties  of  private  citizenship. 
For  a  time  he  carried  on  a  restaurant  in  Little 
Rock,  but  in  November,  1865,  returned  to  Mich- 
igan and  settled  in  La  Grange.  Two  years  after- 
ward he  went  to  Cassopolis  and  secured  a  clerical 
position  in  the  general  mercantile  establishment  of 
Joseph  K.  Ritter. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  1871,  Mr.  P]d wards 
leased  the  Cassopolis  House  and  was  its  proprietor 
for  three  years,  after  which  he  came  to  Dowagiac 
and  clerked  for  Hirsch  &  Phillipson  until  Decem- 
ber, 1878.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1879,  he  as- 
sumed the  position  of  County  Clerk,  to  which  he 
had  been  elected  and  which  he  held  for  two  suc- 
cessive terms.  In  1882  he  was  again  nominated 
for  the  office,  but  was  defeated  by  seven  votes. 
During  his  clerkship  he  studied  law,  and  at  the 
close  of  his  term  of  oftice  was  admitted  to  the  Bar. 
Subsequently  he  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business 
in  Chicago  and  while  there  wasadmittedat  Ottawa 
to  practice  in  all  the  courts  of  Illinois.  Leaving 
Chicago,  he  came  to  Dowagiac  and  embarked  in 
bujftiness  as  a  dealer  in  boots  and  shoes  and  gents' 
and  ladies'  furnishing  goods,  which  he  still  con- 
tinues. In  March,  1888,  he  was  appointed  Amer- 
ican Express  Agent  at  Dowagiac,  and  still  holds 
that  position. 

November  28,  1866,  Mr.  Edwards  married  Miss 
Matilda  Van  Riper,  daughter  of  John  Van  Riper. 
She  was  born  June  10,  1848,  at  Haverstraw,  N.  Y., 
about  forty-two  miles  from  New  York  City,  and 
was  there  reared  until  eight  years  old,  when  she 
came  to  Michigan,  residing  in  La  Grange  until 
her  marriage.  Possessing  a  voice  of  unusual  sweet- 
ness and  volume,  she  has  given  considerable  atten- 
tion to  voice  culture,  and  has  sung  in  the  church 
choir  at  Dowagiac  for  a  number  of  years.  Polit- 
ically, Mr.  Edwards  has  always  been  an  advocate 
of  a  protective  tariff,  believing  that  protection 
augments  the  wages  of  workmen  and  enriches  the 


common  people.  He  was  influential  in  the  incor- 
I  poration  of  Dowagiac,  and  is  now  Circuit  Court 
i  Commissioner  of  Cass  County.  Socially,  he  is  a 
;  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen 
I   and  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 


m>^^<m= 


ETER  CRITCHET,  the  subject  of  this 
)Ii  biographical  notice,  enjoys  the  distinction 
of  being  the  oldest  surviving  settler  of 
Galien  Township,  Berrien  County,  where 
for  many  years  he  was  actively  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock-raising.  Now  retired  from  the 
arduous  labors  that  occupied  former  years,  he  is 
spending  the  twilight  of  his  life  tranquilly  and 
happily  in  his  pleasant  home  in  Galien.  He  has 
witnessed  the  most  of  the  improvements  that  have 
been  made  during  the  present  century,  and  has 
himself  contributed  to  no  small  extent  to  the 
present  high  standing  of  the  township  and  county. 
During  his  useful  life  of  almost  four-score  years, 
he  has  gained  and  retained  the  esteem  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  community,  and  is  highly  regarded  as 
one  of  the  honorable  and  energetic  citizens  of 
Galien. 

The  son  of  William  and  Catherine  (Schleigh) 
Critchet,  our  subject  was  born  in  »Northumberland 
County,  Pa.,  April  18,  1815.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen years  he  removed  from  his  native  place  to 
Ohio,  locating  with  his  mother  in  Miami  County, 
and  there  attending  the  district  schools.  Later 
he  secured  employment  on  the  canal,  where  he  was 
^'boss*'  of  the  men  and  superintended  the  work. 
Associated  with  this  position  is  the  memory  of  the 
night  when  the  men  were  aroused  to  view  the  fall- 
ing of  the  stars,  lighting  the  heavens  with  a 
beauty  unequaled  by  any  modern  pyrotechnic 
display.  To  this  day  Mr.  Critchet  recalls  the  scene 
as  one  of  the  most  wonderful  he  has  ever  wit- 
nessed. 

After  sojourning  in  the  Buckeye  State  for  about 
ten  months,  our  subject  went  to  Indiana  and  set- 
tled in  La  Porte  County,  at  a  period  so  early  in 
tlie  history  of   the  State  that  Indians  still  roamed 
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over  the  prairies  and  wild  animals  had  not  yet 
retreated  before  the  wave  of  the  oncoming  civil- 
ization. While  residing  in  Indiana,  on  New  Year's 
Day  of  1835,  Mr.  Critehet  married  Miss  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Obadiah  Ritten house,  formerl}'  of 
Pennsylvania  and  later  a  prominent  farmer  of 
La  Porte  County,  Ijid.  Remaining  in  La  Porte 
County  for  a  short  time  after  his  marriage,  he 
removed  thence  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Ber- 
rien County  in  1836.  Upon  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent flourishing  tovsn  of  Buchanan,  he  rented  land 
and  remained  for  about  four  years.  Coming 
thence  to  Galien  Township,  he  located  on  section 
4,  where  he  resided  from  1849  until  July  of  1883. 
He  always  took  great  pride  in  his  farm,  which  con- 
sisted of  fifty-four  acres,  and  which  he  devoted  to 
general  farming  and  stock-raising. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Critehet  died  on  the  5th  of  Feb- 
ruar\^,  1890,  and  our  subject  was  afterward  married 
to  Catharine,  the  sister  of  his  first  wife.  Mrs. 
Critehet  was  born  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  where 
she  was  reared  to  womanhood,  receiving  an  excel- 
lent education  in  the  public  schools.  Fourteen 
children  have  been  born  of  Mr.  Critchet's  first 
marriage,  seven  of  whom  reached  mature  years 
and  four  are  now  living,  namely:  Ava,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Jacob  Klasner,  a  farmer  residing  in  Galien 
Township;  Jennie,  the  wife  of  Henry  Ritzier,  who 
owns  and  conducts  a  restaurant  at  South  Bend, 
Ind.;  Katie,  Mrs.  Charles  Artus,  of  Galien;  and 
Alzina,  who  married  David  Wright,  a  business 
man  of  Galien.  Harriet,  who  married  Oliver  San- 
ford,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  Iowa,  where 
her  husband's  demise  also  occurred;  Almeda  mar- 
ried Jed  Clawson,  and  both  died  in  Kansas;  So- 
phia married  David  Cornell,  a  blacksmith  residing 
in  Galien,  wliere  she  died. 

In  July  of  1883  Mr.  Critehet  moved  into  the 
pleasant  residence  in  Galien  which  he  had  erected 
and  in  which  he  still  makes  his  home.  While  liv- 
ing retired  from  business  cares,  he  still  retains  an 
active  interest  in  public  affairs  and  gives  his  influ- 
ence to  the  candidates  and  principles  advocated 
by  the  Democratic  party.  Since  the  election  of 
Andrew  Jackson  to  the  Presidency,  and,  indeed, 
throughout  his  entire  life,  he  has  been  a  warm 
advocate  of   the  principles  of  his  chosen   party. 


His  popularity  is  evinced  by  the  fact  that  he  has 
held  the  ofldce  of  Highway  Commissioner  of  Galien 
Township  for  the  past  twenty-five  years,  although 
the  township  usually  gives  a  large  Republican 
majorit}'.  He  has  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  town- 
ship and  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  one  term. 

Upon  locating  in  Berrien  County,  Mr.  Critehet 
found  himself  surrounded  by  every  evidence  of 
frontier  life  and  primitive  environments.  His 
land  was  in  its  original  primeval  condition,  upon 
which  not  a  furrow  had  been  made,  but,  undaunted 
by  hardships  and  obstacles,  he  labored  with  dili- 
gence ar.d  unwearied  perseverance,  and  succeeded 
in  clearing  the  land  and  placing  the  soil  under 
splendid  cultivation.  He  also  maintained  a  deep 
interest  in  opening  and  improving  roads, and  con- 
tributed his  quota  to  the  development  of  the 
county.  A  few  years  ago  he  united  with  the  Larger 
Hope  Church,  of  which  he  is  the  present  Treasurer, 
and  to  the  support  of  which  he  contributes  with 
liberality.  He  is  also  generous  in  his  contributions 
to  other  denominations,  as  well  as  all  benevolent 
projects. 


5n4.4:«|.«5«u 
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^=^  FORGE  A 
III  (—.  agricultui 
^V^    County, 


■^  FORGE  W.  LETT,  a  successful  general 
rist  of  vSodus  Township,  Berrien 
Mich.,  has  with  efficiency  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  office,  and  as  Deputy  Sheriff 
of  the  county  for  two  years  gained  a  wide 
acquaintance  and  the  high  respect  of  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact.  Mr.  Lett  was  born  in  Mus- 
kingum County,  Ohio,  November  5,  1837.  His 
parents,  James  and  Margaret  Lett,  were  thrifty  and 
industrious  people,  and  trained  their  family  to 
habits  of  sturdy  self-reliance.  Our  subject,  the 
eldest  child,  early  began  the  struggle  of  life,  and 
enjoyed  but  little  opportunity  for  regular  school- 
ing, his  education  being  gained  mostly  from  the 
private  instruction  of  his  father.  Remaining  at 
home  until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  George 
Lett  then  decided  to  try  the  farther  West,  and 
journeyed  to  Michigan,  remaining  a  short  time  in 
B^rvieo  County,  but  ^qqu  returning  to  Ohio,  where 
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he  then  engaged  in  farming  upon  his  own  account. 
About  five  yefys  after,  he  again  came  to  Michigan, 
and  here  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  1864  joining  Compan}^  I,  One  Hundred 
and  Second  Michigan  Infantry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.   Chipman, 

The  regiment  went  from  Detroit  to  Beaufort, 
S.  C.,and  from  there  afterward  proceeded  to  Gray's 
Island,  relieving  another  regiment  placed  in  charge. 
At  the  end  of  eight  months  the  One  Hundred 
and  Second  Michigan  Infantry  was  ordered  to 
march,  and  made  their  way  to  Savannah,  Ga., 
guarding  that  point  until  the  regiment  took 
part  in  the  Georgetown  raid.  Their  next  move- 
ment was  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  then  to  Orange- 
burgh,  S.  C,  and  from  this  latter  point  to  Columbia. 
Finally  the  regiment  went  into  camp  in  North 
Carolina,  but  was  again  ordered  to  Charleston, 
where  the  troops  disbanded,  and  the  soldiers  of 
each  regiment  were  honorably  discharged.  Our 
subject  had  passed  through  many  perilous  scenes 
without  suffering  a  wound  or  imprisonment,  but  on 
his  way  to  New  York  encountered  an  unexpected 
danger,  which,  however,  terminated  without  serious 
disaster  to  him.  Upon  the  way  to  New  York  the 
vessel  became  disabled,  and  the  troops  were  cast 
adrift  in  Delaware  Ba}^  but  by  keeping  close  to 
the  sliore  Mr.  Lett  and  a  number  of  others  were 
saved  from  imminent  death. 

As  soon  as  mustered  out,  our  subject  returned  to 
Sodus  Township  and  entered  upon  the  land  pur- 
chased for  him  by  his  father  when  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  old.  The  acres  were  all  in  a  wild  state, 
and  without  loss  of  time  Mr.  Lett  began  clearing 
and  cultivating  the  fertile  soil,  which  has  since 
yielded  so  abundantl3^  Sixty  acres,  finely  im- 
proved and  containing  a  comfortable  house,  barns 
and  other  buildings,  attest  the  industry  and  energy 
of  their  owner.  In  the  month  of  March,  1864, 
George  W.  Lett  and  Miss  Dilcy  Ann  West,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  West,  of  Kentucky-,  were  united  in 
marriage.  Five  children  have  blessed  the  union. 
James  W.  is  at  home;  Martha  Ann  niarried  Isaac 
Reed,  and  lives  in  Berrien  Centre;  Franklin  is  with 
his  father  on  the  home  farm;  Cora  married  Her- 
man Holida}^  and  resides  in  Sodus  Township; 
and  Letha  married  John  Goansand  lives  on  the  old 


homestead.  Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  and  also  holds  the  official  position  of 
Deacon,  and  has  ever  been  a  liberal  supporter  of 
the  cause  of  religion  and  especiallj^  interested  in  the 
extension  and  influence  of  its  good  work.  Politi- 
cally a  Republican,  Mr.  Lett  is  well  posted  on  the 
issues  of  the  day,  local  and  national,  and  is  as  loyal 
and  true  a  citizen  as  when,  so  many  years  ago,  he 
gave  himself  to  the  service  of  his  country.  He 
has  for  many  years  been  a  prominent  factor  in  the 
progressive  enterprises  of  his  locality,  and  is  ever 
read}^  to  do  his  part  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
the  public  good. 


e^+^i 


[/_^IRAM  ROGERS.  For  a  period  of  more 
|)  than  sixty  3^ears  this  pioneer  settler  of  Cass 
County  has  resided  on  section  1,  Milton 
Township,  where  he  has  a  finely-improved 
farm,  embellished  with  suitable  buildings  and  con- 
taining modern  conveniences.  He  enjoys  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  one  of  the  oldest  citizens  of  the 
county,  being  n'ow  (1893)  ninety-one  years  of  age, 
and  is  hale  and  hearty,  notwithstanding  his  great 
age.  The  citizens  of  the  community  hold  him  in 
the  highest  regard,  and  he  enjoys  the  esteem  of  all 
who  know  him.  He  has  been  a  witness  of  the 
many  improvements  in  the  county,  and  has  him- 
self been  a  valuable  factor  in  bringing  about  these 
changes.  It  has  been  his  privilege  to  see  villages 
spring  up  where  once  the  savage  Indian  roamed, 
and  fertile  farms  take  tlie  place  of  dense,  impene- 
trable forests;  and  to  him  and  such  as  he  belongs 
the  honor  of  making  the  wilderness  to  bloom  and 
blossom  as  the  rose. 

Born  in  Morris  County,  N.  J.,  January  16, 1802, 
our  subject  is  the  son  of  Jabez  and  P]lizabeth 
(Rogers)  Rogers,  natives  of  New  Jersey.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Nathaniel  Rogers,  was  born  in 
New  Jersey,  of  English- Welsh  descent,  and  served 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  John  Rogers,  was  also  born  in  New 
Jersey  and  was  descended  from  English  and  Welsh 
ancestry.     The   father  of  our  subject  served  with 
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valor  in  the  ranks  during  the  War  of  1812.  He  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation  and  a  weaver  by  trade,  and 
followed  these  ckllings  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  His  wife  died 
when  about  sixty. 

Hiram  was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren, and  w^as  between  four  and  five  years  old  when 
he  accompanied  his  father  to  New  York,  locating 
in  Steuben  County  on  a  farm  in  the  woods.  After 
residing  there  seven  years  he  accompanied  the 
family  to  Gorham  Township,  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  land  on  shares  and  re- 
mained about  four  years.  After  the  close  of  the 
War  of  1812  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Niagara 
County  and  located  twelve  miles  east  of  Lewiston, 
N.  Y.,  residing  there  about  thirteen  years.  In 
1831  he  came  to  Michigan,  where  his  parents  died, 
his  father  in  Genesee  County  and  his  mother  in 
Kalamazoo  County. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  while  residing  in  Ni- 
agara County,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Rogers  left  home  and 
worked  on  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Cambria  for 
seven  months,  receiving  $10  for  two  months,  and 
112  per  month  for  the  remainder  of  the  time.  By 
carefully  saving  his  money  he  was  enabled  to  buy 
one  hundred  acres  on  the  Hollaud  Purchase,  and 
during  the  six  months  he  resided  thereon  he 
cleared  between  thirty  and  forty  acres  of  heavy  tim- 
ber land.  Leaving  that  place,  he  came  to  Michigan 
in  1831  and  entered  land  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. It  was  then  unbroken,  raw  prairie,  and  his 
first  work  was  to  erect  a  small  log  cabin  for  the 
reception  of  his  family.  Gradually  he  made  other 
improvements,  and  at  last  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  the  farm  take  rank  among  tiie  best  in  the 
county. 

In  1826  Mr.  Rogers  married  Miss  Lora  Vina 
Worden,  who  was  born  in  New  York  in  1809  and 
died  after  having  become  the  mother  of  a  large 
family  of  children.  In  the  order  of  birth  they  were: 
Rosetta  T.,  Jabez,  Sarah,  Margaret,  Ruby,  Martha, 
Mary,  Caroline,  Hiram,  Josephine  and  Francis.  All 
are  now  deceased  with  the  exception  of  Martha, 
the  wife  of  Prof.  R.  H.  Tripp,  who  resides  in  Kal- 
amazoo; and  Josephine,  who  is  the  wife  of  W. 
I.  Griffith.  On  October  6,  1868,  Mr.  Rogers  was 
united  in   marriage  with    Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Smith, 


who  was  born  August  24,  1831,  seven  miles  below 
Kingston,  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River. 
Her  father,  Abel  Gates,  was  a  native  of  the  same 
place  as  herself,  while  her  mother,  Polly  Gates,  was 
born  in  Connecticut.  Mrs.  Rogers  is  the  eldest 
surviving  member  of  her  father's  family.  Of  her 
union  with  Mr.  Rogers  two  sons  were  born: 
Schuyler  C.,who  was  born  September  8,  1869;  and 
Carl  F.,  whose  birth  occurred  October  20,  1872. 

In  the  days  of  the  Whig  party  Mr.  Rogers  cast  his 
ballot  in  its  behalf,  and  after  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party  he  became  one  of  its  most 
ardent  supporters,  but  for  some  years  past  he  has 
affiliated  with  the  Prohibitionists.  He  is  a  strong 
adherent  of  the  temperance  cause  and  is  a  veiy 
abstemious  man,  never  using  liquor  or  tobacco  in 
any  form.  A  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  he  has  served  as  Class-leader,  Steward  and 
Trustee,  and  has  for  many  years  filled  the  position 
of  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  being  an 
active  worker  in  the  cause  of  religion. 


—      A.  E.  BALDWIN  is  one  of  the  substantial 

0'  fruit-growers  of  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and 
belongs  to  that  army  of  intelligent,  perse- 
vering, courageous  people  who  have  gone  fortli 
from  the  State  of  their  birth  to  build  up  new  in- 
dustrial empires  in  various  portions  of  the  West. 
He  is  a  product  of  the  Old  Bay  State,  born  in  New 
Marlborough,  Berkshire  County,  April  21,  1849, 
and  the  only  child  resulting  from  the  union  of 
George  W.  and  Exene  P.  (Hugins)  Baldwin,  na- 
tives also  of  Massachusetts. 

George  W.  Baldwin  was  by  profession  a  photog- 
rapher, and  followed  that  in  his  native  State  until 
1852,  w^hen  he  came  West  to  Wisconsin.  Here  he 
followed  mining,  but  his  health  failed  and  he  died 
in  1854.  He  was  a  man  possessed  of  more  than 
the  average  amount  of  industry  and  perseverance, 
and  was  well  liked  wherever  he  made  his  home. 
Sliortly  after  his  death  his  wife  returned  to  Mas- 
sachusetts and  in  1856  married  William  L.  Wheel- 
ock.  They  remained  in  that  State  until  1865, 
when  they    came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Ber- 
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rien  County.  The  rnotber  is  still  living  and  is  a 
resident  of  Bridgman.  She  is  a  most  worthy  lady 
and  is  active  in  her  support  of  all  laudable  enter- 
prises. To  her  last  union,  as  to  her  first,  but  one 
child  was  born,  a  son,  Charles  H.,  deceased.  This 
son  married  Miss  Lillie  Wliitten,  daughter  of 
Joshua  Whitten,  whose  sketch  appears  in  this  work. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  reared  princi- 
pally in  Michigan,  and  was  but  a  few  years  old 
when  his  parents  moved  to  the  wilds  of  Wisconsin. 
After  a  short  residence  there  he  returned  with  his 
mother  to  Massachusetts,  and  there  made  his  home 
until  1865,  when  he  came  with  his  mother  and 
step-father  to  Michigan.  When  twenty-one  years 
of  age  he  began  working  for  himself,  first  as  a  clerk 
in  a  dry -goods  store,  but  previous  to  this,  on 
first  coming  to  the  Lake  State,  he  was  engaged  in 
lumbering  and  grubbing  on  a  farm  of  twent}^  acres 
he  had  purchased.  When  in  his  twenty-fifth  year 
he  marriec]  Miss  Lucy  E.  Weston,  a  native  of  the 
Empire  State,  as  were  also  her  parents,  Franklin  L. 
and  Rosamond  (Burdick)  Weston.  Mr.  Weston 
came  to  this  State  in  1867,  settled  in  Berrien 
Count}^,  and  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Lake 
Township,  having  held  most  of  the  important  town- 
ship offices.  His  death  occurred  in  1888,  but  his 
widow  survives  him  and  makes  her  home  in  Bu- 
chanan. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weston  were  born  five 
children,  who  were,  Flora,  wife  of  Harrison  Mor- 
gan, of  South  Dakota;  Lucy  E.,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; George  W.,  who  resides  in  Buchanan;  Delia, 
deceased,  the  wife  of  Orlando  Smith;  and  Nathan 
W.,  of  Eaton  County,  Mich. 

Just  prior  to  his  marriage,  as  before  stated,  our 
subject  purchased  a. farm,  and  on  this  he  began  his 
career  as  a  fruit-grower.  In  1877  he  purchased 
and  moved  on  his  present  home  place,  consisting 
of  twenty  acres,  nearly  all  unimproved  at  that  time. 
This  cost  him  $15  per  acre.  Of  the  twenty  acres, 
sixteen  acres  are  under  cultivation,  fourteen  of  it 
being  in  small  fruit,  principall}^  different  varieties 
of  strawberries,  blackberries  and  raspberries.  His 
place  is  now  worth  $100  per  acre,  and  on  it  he  has 
a  beautiful  rural  home  of  modern  style  and  with 
all  the  necessary  improvements.  For  several  years 
Mr.  Baldwin  has  been  Drain  Commissioner  and  has 
also  been  School  Inspector. 


Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Baldwin,  and  are  named  in  the  order  of  their 
births  as  follows:  Myrtle  PI,  Ozro  E.,  Jessamine  I., 
Fern  C,  Omar  A.  and  Hazel.  Mr.  Baldwin  is  a 
member  of  La^e  Lodge  No.  143,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
has  filled  all  the  chairs  of  his  lodge.  In  1891  he 
represented  his  lodge  in  the  Giand  Lodge  of  the 
State.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  frequently  represented  his  commu- 
nity in  the  count}^  conventions,  and  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  nominating  the  present  sheriff.  For  the 
past  seven  3^ears  Mr.  Baldwin  has  been  interested 
in  the  fruit  plant  trade,  and  the  business  has  grown 
to  large  proportions,  he  having  customers  all  over 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  having  in  1893 
eiglit  acres  of  strawberries  planted  for  that  trade. 
In  the  shipping  season  he  employs  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  hands. 


-*6  ClJ^-''       — 
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OHN  DAVIS.  In  narrating  the  lives  of  many 
prominent  citizens  and  old  settlers  of  the 
county  we  find  no  one  more  worthj^  of  men- 
tion, or  whose  long  life  of  usefulness  is  more 
worthy  to  be  chronicled,  than  John  Davis.  He 
is  one  of  the  county's  most  worthy  citizens  as  well 
as  one  of  its  oldest  settlers  and  wealthiest  farmers, 
and  his  honesty  and  integrity  are  proverbial  in 
the  community.  He  was  born  in  Cambria  County, 
Pa.,  January  14,  1820,  and  although  he  has 
passed  the  allotted  age  of  man,  three-score  years 
and  ten,  time  has  dealt  leniently  with  him,  and  he 
is  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  comparativelj^  good 
health. 

Benjamin  Davis,  his  father,  was  a  native  of  Wales, 
butwhen  a  small  boy  he  came  with  an  uncle  to  the 
United  States.  His  father  had  died  in  the  Old 
Country.  The  father  of  our  subject  grew  to  man- 
hood in  this  country,  and  was  married  to  Miss 
Catherine  Williams,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
where  she  was  reared.  Her  father,  Robert  Will- 
iams, was  a  native  of  Wales  and  came  to  America 
wheii  a  young    man.     Mr.  and   Mrs.    Davis    were 
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married  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1848  came  to 
Michigan,  locating  in  Berrien  County,  where  they 
erected  a  log  house.  Mrs.  Davis,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  died  in  this  house  a  week  after  coming 
to  Michigan.  The  father  was  eighty-three  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Their  union  gave 
them  nine  children,  our  subject  being  the  third 
child  in  order  of  birth,  and  the  second  son. 

The  latter  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
State,  and  was  twenty-eight  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  Michigan.  Previous  to  that,  when  but 
eighteen  years  of  age,  he  began  learning  the  car- 
penter trade,  and  in  1844  was  married  in  his  na- 
tive State  to  Miss  Nancy  Mills,  who  was  born  in 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  July  15,  1818.  Her  father,  Robert 
Mills,  was  a  native  of  Delaware,  but  died  in  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.  Her  mother  was  also  a  native  of  Dela- 
ware, but  died  in  Pennsylvania.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  children,  Mrs.  Davis  being  the  fourth 
daughter.  After  iiis  marriage  Mr.  Davis  located  in 
Ebensburgh,  Pa.,  and  there  resided  until  1848, 
when,  as  before  stated,  he  came  to  Michigan. 

About  1861  Mr.  Davis  moved  with  his  family  to 
Berrien  County  and  settled  on  his  present  farm. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Twenty-lifth 
Michigan  Infantry,  as  a  private,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Corporal,  was  in  seventeen  prominent  engage- 
ments, and  was  with  Sherman  on  his  march  to  the 
sea,  but  never  received  a  wound.  He  was  honor- 
ably discharged  at  Salisbury,  N.C.,  and  subsequent- 
ly returned  to  his  farm.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  were 
born  seven  children.  William  E.  died  while  serv- 
ing his  country;  Charles  L.  ia  a  prominent  farmer 
of  Niles  Township;  Francis  A.  is  a  traveling  man; 
Alwilda  A.  is  now  in  Nebraska;  Frederica  died  when 
three  years  of  age;  Marshall  H.  died  at  the  age  of 
three  months;  and  May  E.,  wife  of  B.  W.  Tooley, 
resides  in  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 

Socially,  Mr.  Davis  is  a  member  of  Frank  Graves 
Post  No.  64,  G.  A.  R.,at  Niles.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  but  he  voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in 
1864.  He  has  held  a  number  of  township  offices, 
the  most  prominent  being  Township  Treasurer  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  Mrs.  Davis  has  a  Bible  two 
hundred  and  forty- five  years  old,  and  a  vest  that 
her  father  wore  when  married. 


<jl|'SRAEL  M.  ALLEN,  a  prominent  general  agri- 
ll'  cultur;st  and  fruit-grower  of  Sodus  Township, 
/il  Berrien  County,  was  born  in  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  March  25,  1834.  His  father  was  of  New 
England  birth,  and  a  man  of  enterprise  and  intel- 
ligence, and  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1799. 
John  Allen  was  of  an  adventurous  and  determined 
nature,  and  had  left  his  birthplace  when  young  and 
settled  in  the  State  of  New  York  in  a  very  early 
day.  When  the  tide  of  emigration  toward  the 
new  Western  States  and  Territories  began  to  take 
its  way  he  became  dissatisfied  with  the  Empire 
State,  and  finally  decided  to  try  his  fortunes  in 
Michigan.  While  his  son  Israel  was  but  an  infant, 
John  Allen,  with  his  family,  journeyed  to  Ypsi- 
lanti,  where  he  bought  one  hundred  acres  of  land, 
but,  his  health  soon  after  failing,  he  was  obliged  to 
sell  out,  and  removed  to  Portage  County,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  received  only  very  limited  advant- 
ages for  an  education,  the  schools  of  early  days 
being  primitive  in  their  mode  of  instruction,  but 
he  patiently  gathered  all  the  knowledge  attainable, 
and  later  improved  himself  by  reading  and  obser- 
vation. Long  before  reaching  his  majority  our 
subject  was  obliged  to  become  self-sustaining,  and 
obtained  work  on  a  canal  when  only  a  mere  boy. 
He  was  engaged  eight  seasons  in  this  occupation, 
and  in  1854  journeyed  to  the  AVest  and  settled  in 
Pipestone  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.  Here 
he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  and  all  alone 
began  clearing  it  of  the  heavy  timber.  He  en- 
tered with  zeal  into  farming,  raising  the  ordinary 
products,  then  the  crops  of  Michigan. 

In  1861,  not  long  after  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  War,  Mr.  Allen  enlisted  in  Company  I, 
Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  in 
at  Niles.  Owing  to  the  sudden  death  of  his  father, 
in  1862,  he  employed  a  substitute, and  returned  to 
his  home  to  look  after  his  father's  family.  Novem- 
ber 6, 1864,  he  again  enlisted  in  the  same  regiment 
for  one  year,  during  which  time  he  participated  in 
t\\e  battles  and  skirmishes  at  Clarendon  Hills,  Pine 
Bluff,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  at  the  ex)  iration  of 
the  twelve  months  was  mustered  out  of  service  at 
Camden,  Ark.,  and  again  returned  home.  He  next 
engaged  in  the  carpenter  trade,  and  continued  in 
that  employment  until   1867,  when    he    made  his 
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permanent  home  in  Sodus  Township,  where  he  is 
devoting  his  time  to  the  cultivation  of  sixty-five 
acres  of  the  best  land  in  the  State,  and  he  is  now 
giving  a  large  share  of  his  attention  to  the  profit- 
able pursuit  of  fruit-growing. 

May  19,  1862,  Israel  Allen  and  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Rector  were  united  in  marriage.  The  union  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children,  but  during 
the  absence  of  the  husband  and  father  in  the  army 
the  wife  and  one  child  both  passed  away.  The  one 
surviving  child,  Anson  Allen,  is  a  musician,  and  is 
now  playing  in  the  orchestra  of  the  Grand  Opera 
House  in  Chicago.  December  25,  1867,  our  sub- 
ject again  entered  the  bonds  of  matrimony  and 
wedded  Miss  Emily  Sharar,  unto  whom  has  been 
born  two  children:  Chillie  B.,  at  home;  and  Luke 
M.,  who  is  an  engineer.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Allen  is 
a  member  of  George  H.  Thomas  Post  No.  14, 
G.  A.  R.,  and,  politically,  he  is  a  strong  Democrat, 
having  voted  the  ticket  continuously  since  the 
election  of  Buchanan.  Interested  in  local  and 
national  issues,  our  subject  is  a  loyal  citizen,  ever 
ready  to  assist  in  all  matters  of  public  welfare  and 
improvements. 
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|(^_^  P]NRY  SCFIAUB.  For  many  years,  or  since 
boyhood,  our  subject  has  given  the  occupa- 
^  tion  of  farming  his  principal  time  and 
attention,  and  that  a  life-time  spent  in  pur- 
suing one  calling  will  result  in  substantial  success 
especially  it  energy  and  perseverance  are  applied, 
is  particularly  true  in  his  case.  Like  many  other 
of  the  representative  citizens  of  the  county,  Mr. 
Schaub  is  a  native  of  Germany,  his  birth  having 
occurred  there  on  the  18th  of  February,  1823. 
His  parents,  Andrew  and  Julia  Schaub,  were  also 
b<.»rn  in  Germanj^,  the  father  having  been  a  soldier 
in  the  regular  army  prior  to  his  marriage.  He 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  and  also  gave 
some  attention  to  the  mining  of  lead.  He  died 
in  1833,  and  his  wife  in  1837. 

There  were  five  children  in  the  parental  family, 
all  of  whom  are  now  residents  of  Germany  with 


the  exception  of  Henry  Schaub,  who  remained  in 
his  native  land  until  attaining  his  twentieth  year. 
Up  to  that  time  he  had  heard  much  of  the  induce- 
ments offered  to  young  men  in  America,  and,  this 
country  becoming  the  Mecca  of  his  ambition, 
hither  he  repaired  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit- 
ted. He  first  secured  employment  in  the  coal  and 
iron  mines  of  Clarion  County,  Pa.,  but  at  the  end  of 
two  years  went  from  there  to  Galena,  III.,  where  he 
worked  several  mines  on  his  own  responsibility? 
but  made  little  or  no  money  until  the  last  half  of 
the  fourth  year,  when  he  was  very  successful.  He 
then  decided  to  give  up  that  business,  and  from 
there  he  came  to  St.  Joseph, -Mich.,  the  two  subse- 
quent years  being  spent  in  a  sawmill.  This  busi- 
ness he  also  gave  up,  and  soon  after  rented  a 
farm  in  Royalton  Township,  making  suflScient 
money  to  enable  him  five  years  later  to  purchase 
the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  This  tract  of  land 
consists  of  fort}^  acres  and  is  located  six  and  a- 
half  miles  south  of  St.  Joseph  and,  when  this  was 
cleared  of  incumbrances  he  bought  thirty-eight 
acres  one  mile  west  of  where  he  is  now  residing. 
During  the  long  term  of  years  that  Mr.  Schaub  has 
resided  in  Berrien  County,  the  people  have  had 
every  opportunity  to  judge  of  his  character,  and 
no  whisper  has  ever  been  breathed  against  hi»  fair 
name.  As  we  know,  he  started  out  with  limited 
means  in  a  strange  country, and  what  he  has  accu- 
mulated is  the  result  of  great  industry  and  perse- 
verance. He  says  that  he  could  never  have  accu- 
mulated so  much  in  any  other  country,  and  that 
the  United  States  is  the  country  for  a  struggling 
young  man  to  amount  to  something  in. 

Mr.  Schaub  was  married  in  Galena,  III.,  about 
1858,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Scheurer,  who  was  born  in 
Germany  and  is  now  enjoying  a  serene  old  age. 
To  them  a  family  of  nine  children  was  born,  but 
only  seven  are  living:  William;  Fred;  Mary,  wife 
of  Charles  Padgie;  Louisa,  Mrs.  John  Bucher;  Ju- 
lia, wife  of  William  Arnt;  John  and  Henry.  Mr. 
Schaub  has  resided  on  the  farm  on  which  he  is 
now  living  since  1862,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
after  locating  on  this  land  he  toiled  early  and  late 
to  clear  it  of  timber,  paying  for  it  by  cutting  cord- 
wood  on  the  land  and  selling  it.  He  is  a  believer 
in  the  church  of  which  his  parents  were  members, 
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the  Evangelical  Church.  He  is  a  policy-holder  in 
the  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  Ber- 
rien County  and  is  a  man  o'f  mucli  public  spirit, 
always  ready  to  assist  in  any  movement  tending 
to  benefit  the  section  in  which  he  resides.  He 
thoroughly  understands  the  details  of  his  calling, 
is  a  man  of  strong  character,  sound  judgment,  and 
has  always  set  an  example  of  honor  and  industry 
that  all  will  do  well  to  emulate. 


\IL_^^P:ZEKIAH  S.  cone,  book-keeper  and  trav- 
*^^^  eling  salesman  for  R.  W.  Montross,  at 
Galien,  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Conn., 
^;  August  17,  1835.  His  ancestors  were  for 
several  generations  identified  with  the  history  of 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  where  the}^  were  well 
and  favorabl}^  known.  The  first  representative  of 
the  family  in  America  was  Daniel  Cone,  who  emi- 
grated hither  from  Scotland  as  early  as  1626  and 
made  settlement  in  East  Haddam,  Conn.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Horatio 
Cone,  a  native  of  P^ast  Haddam,  who  was  reared 
to  maturity  in  the  city  of  his  birth.  His  wife 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Polly  Selden,  and  was 
born  in  the  Nutmeg  State. 

Grandfather  Cone's  famil}' consisted  of  seven 
children,  all  of  whom  reached  mature  years,  as 
follows:  Peleg,  father  of  our  subject;  Flezekiah, 
whose  death  occurred  in  Connecticut;  Daniel,  a 
resident  of  Moodus,  Conn.;  Zachariah,  who  resides 
on  the  old  homestead  at  East  Haddam,  Conn.,  the 
birthplace  of  so  many  of  his  name;  Elizabeth,  who 
lives  in  Connecticut;  and  Jeannette  and  Henrietta, 
both  of  whom  are  married  and  reside  in  New  York 
State.  Peleg  Cone  was  reared  in  East  Haddam 
and  married  Miss  Ann,  daughter  of  William  Brace, 
of  Connecticut.  After  his  marriage  he  engaged 
in  the  silver-plating  business  at  New  Haven  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  later  removed  to  Oxford, 
Ohio,  in  January,  1851,  where  he  purchased  an 
hotel  and  for  a  time  superintended  its  manage- 
ment. Subsequently  he  disposed  of  the  hotel  and, 
embarking  in   the  real-estate  business,  continued 


thus  engaged  for  many  years.  His  death  occurred 
in  1882. 

Of  the  family  of  seven  chil(?i*en,  (iv^e  survived 
to  maturity,  as  follows:  Adeline,  wife  of  James 
Smith,  a  retired  capitalist  of  Liberty,  Mo.;  Eliza- 
beth, who  married  Dr.  A.  A.  Barnett,  a  prominent 
physician  of  Jersey ville.  III.;  Cornelia,  widow  of 
Dr.  George  W.  Keely,  of  Oxford,  Ohio;  our  sub- 
ject; and  Franklin,  who  is  a  well-known  banker 
and  real-estate  dealer  at  Oxford,  Ohio.  The  two 
deceased  are  William,  who  died  at  Benton,  Ark.; 
and  George,  who  was  a  prominent  and  successful 
grocer,  residing  in  Oxford,  Ohio.  The  father  of 
this  family  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  a  liberal  contributor  to  its 
various  enterprises.  He  w^as  especially  interested 
in  educational  matters  and  served  for  some  time 
as  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  His  wife  is 
still  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Oxford,  Ohio. 

In  the  public  and  High  Schools  of  New  Haven, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  received  an  excellent 
education  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  practical 
knowledge  he  now  possesses.  At  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen, he  accompanied  his  father  to  Oxford,  Ohio, 
and  soon  afterward  went  to  Springfield,  III., 
where  for  three  years  he  was  engaged  as  a  clerk  in 
a  general  mercantile  establishment  of  that  city. 
Returning  thence  to  Oxford,  he  succeeded  his 
father  in  the  hotel  business  and  was  thus  engaged 
until  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  commenced,  after 
which  he  was  employed  in  the  (Juaitermaster's 
department  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Later  he 
spent  one  year  in  Oxford,  and  thence  removed  to 
Buchanan,  Mich.,  where,  in  partnership  with  J.  W. 
H.  Smith,  he  engaged  in  the  handle  business,  the 
connection  being  maintained  for  thirteen   years. 

Mr.  Cone  was  similarly  engaged  at  Charlotte, 
Mich.,  for  three  3'ears,  at  Vandalia,  Mich.,  for 
seven  years,  and  at  Bradner,  Ohio,  for  one  year. 
Returning  to  Galien,  he  entered  the  employ  of 
R.  W.  Montross  in  1881,  and  has  since  filled  the 
position  of  traveling  salesman  and  book-keeper 
for  the  establishment.  A  stanch  Democrat,  he  has 
served  in  various  oflicial  positions,  to  which  he 
has  been  elected  on  the  party  ticket.  He  has  held 
the  office  of  Treasurer  of  Galien  Township,  Town- 
ship Clerk  (while  residing  in  Cass  County)  and  has 
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been  a  meiiiber  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  tlie 
village,  also  of  the  Board  of  Education.  He  was  a 
delegate  to  the  Democratic  State  Convention  at 
the  time  Gegole  was  nominated  for  Governor,  and 
has  frequently  served  as  delegate  to  county  con- 
ventions.    . 

May  9,  1859,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Cone  to  Miss  Charlotte  A.,  the  daughter  of  John 
Stilt,  and  a  native  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  who  emi- 
grated to  America  at  the  age  of  about  fifteen  years. 
Four  children  complete  the  family,  namely:  Mary, 
widow  of  George  A.  Blakeslee;  George,  who  is 
railroad  agent  for  the  Michigan  Central  at  Mat- 
tison.  III.,  also  express  agent  at  that  place;  and 
Jennie  and  John,  who  are  with  their  parents.  The 
position  occupied  by  this  family  in  the  social  cir- 
cles of  Galien  is  one  of  much  prominence  and 
popularity,  and  they  are  highly  regarded  through- 
out the  community  where  they  have  resided  for 
so  many  years. 


-*i»=z»r 


I^OBERT  S.  GRIFFIN,  M.  D.,  a  prominent 
Ib^  and  successful  medical  practitioner  of  Cass 
\^  Count3%  Mich.,  has  been  permanentl3^  located 
in  Edwardsburgh  since  1875,  and  aside  from 
the  demands  of  his  professional  cares  has  efficiently 
discharged  the  duties  of  Postmaster  since  1889. 
Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Griffinsville,  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  born  Septeijnber  25,  1828.  He  is 
the  son  of  James  W.  and  Sallie  (Abbott)  Griffin. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Obadiah  Griffin,  was  a 
direct  descendant  of  three  brothers  Griffin,  who 
emigrated  from  Wales  to  England  and  thence  to 
America  in  Colonial  times.  Grandfather  Griffin 
was  one  of  the  hardy  and  enterprising  pioneers  of 
Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  late  in  life  journeyed  to 
the  then  far  West  and  with  his  son,  Robert  S.,  lo- 
cated in  Niles,  Mich.,  where  he  died  some  six  years 
later,  passing  away  in  about  1832.  He  had  reached 
four-score  years  of  Christian  usefulness,  and  was  in 
religious  persuasion  a  Quaker.  He  twice  entered 
into  the  bonds  of  wedlock.     His  first  wife  bore  him 


I  one  child,  Peter.  His  second  wife  became  the 
'  mother  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  Isaac  died 
aged  nine  years;  Robert  S.,  who  died  in  Iowa,  was 
buried  in  Niles;  James  W.  was  the  third  in  order 
of  birth.  Obadiah  GritlSn  went  to  Canada  and  took 
up  lands  after  tlie  War  of  1812,  but  finally  re- 
turned to  New  York. 

James  W.  Griffin,  the  father  of  our  subject,  re- 
sided for  a  time  in  Canada  with  his  parents,  but 
after  the  War  of  1812  came  back  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  in  Griffiuville,  where  he  and  his 
:  brother  Robert  engaged  in  business  and  operated 
farms.  The  village,  then  named  Griffin's  MiU,  is 
now  called  Griffinsville.  The  father  was  a  Colonel 
of  Militia  in  New  York,  and  was  a  leading  man  in 
i  his  part  of  the  State.  In  the  spring  of  1832,  he 
i  decided  to  try  the  broader  fields  of  the  West,  and 
journeyed  to  Detroit  by  water,  thence  traveled  b}^ 
team,  and  settled  one  mile  east  of  Niles,  Mich.  He 
entered  one  hundred  acres  of  land  from  the 
Government  and  immediately  began  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  homestead.  In  1838,  he  again  made  a 
change  of  residence,  locating  at  Racine,  Wis.,  where 
he  took  up  another  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
and  as  before  industriously  planted  wheat  in  the 
fall.  In  the  si)ring  the  crop  proved  a  failure.  There 
was  sickness  in  the  family,  and,  discouraged,  they 
returned  to  their  old  locality  in  Michigan.  Father 
Griffin  bought  a  farm  in  Ontwa  Township,  and 
yearly  tilled  its  fertile  soil  until  1850,  at  which 
I    date  he  sold  this  property  and  went  to  Wisconsin, 

!    where  he  died. 

I 

During  his  long  career  of  usefulness  as  a  citizen 
he  occupied  many   responsible   positions  of   trust, 
and  was  intimately  associated  with  the  develop- 
ment and  progress  of  Cass  Count3\    He  served  with 
ability  as  Supervisor,  was  an  excellent  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and,  placed  upon  the  Bench  as  Associate 
Judge  of  the  county,  was  equal  to  all  the  require- 
ments of  his  honored  office,  and  also  a  member  of 
'    the  State  Legislature  for  one  term  gave  great  satis- 
I   faction  to  his  constituents.     In  political  affiliation 
I    he  was  a  Democrat.     Fraternally,  he  was  a  valued 
i   member  of  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted   Masons. 
I   The  father  of  our  subject  was  twice  married.  Miss 
Catherine  Abbott  became  his   first  wife.     Of  their 
children,  Rachel   McOmber    is    deceased;  George 
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died  in  California;  Obadiah  died  in  Chicago, 
the  victim  of  a  terrible  accident,  being  crushed 
while  starting  the  machinery  of  a  boat;  Jona- 
than A.  was  killed  in  California  while  asleep  in 
a  mine,  supposed  to  have  been  murdered  for  his 
gold;  Ira  is  a  resident  of  Missouri;  and  Hiram  of 
Wisconsin.  The  second  wife  was  the  mother  of  six 
children:  Catherine,  deceased;  Robert  S.,  our  sub- 
ject; Mariette  Buouy,  of  Nebraska;  Charlotte  Conk- 
lin,  deceased;  Eli,  deceased;  and  Albert,  a  citizen 
of  Wisconsin. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  late  in  life,  making  her  home  in 
Nebraska  with  a  daughter,  died  in  the  West.  The 
maternal  grr<nd father,  Jonathan  Abbott,  a  prosper- 
ous farmer,  lost  his  wife  in  New  York,  and  later 
came  with  his  son  to  Michigan  and,  constantly  re- 
siding within  the  State  from  1832,  passed  away 
mourned  as  a  public  loss.  Dr.  Griffin  was  educated 
in  the  practical  routine  of  study  pursued  in  the 
district  schools,  and,  having  decided  to  embark  in 
professional  life,  at  nineteen  began  to  read  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  Lock  wood,  of  Edwardsburgh.  In 
1848-49,  he  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  a  course  of  lec- 
tures at  Indiana  Medical  College,  located  at  Union, 
Cass  County,  and  after  two  years  completed  his 
studies.  He  spent  the  three  succeeding  years  at 
Edwardsburgh,  and  in  1855  made  his  home  in 
Lainton,  in  1873  removing  to  South  Bend.  He 
finally  returned  in  1875  to  Edwardsburgh,  where 
he  has  since  devoted  himself  mainly  to  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  Politically,  our  subject  was 
until  1854  a  sturdj^  Democrat,  but  since  that  date 
has  been  an  active  Republican.  He  has  held  with 
faithful  ability  various  official  positions,  and  as 
Postmaster  of  Edwardsburgh,  appointed  in  1889, 
has  given  universal  satisfaction  to  his  fellow-towns- 
men. 

Dr.  Griffin  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Amanda  M.  Hewitt,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  daughter  of  Dethic  and  Louisa  (Ainsley) 
Hewitt.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Griffin  came  from 
the  Quaker  State  to  Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  and 
thence  removed  to  Cass  County,  where  they  spent 
their  remaining  days.  Mr.  Hewitt  was  a  black- 
smith by  trade,  an  upright  and  industrious  man  and, 
esteemed  by  his  friends  and  neighbors,  served  for 


years  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Calhoun  and 
Ontwa.  His  wife,  a  devoted  Christian,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife  have  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters:  Eg- 
bert IL,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  an  able  optician ; 
Ida  E.,  Carrie  M.,  and  Fred,  who  died  at  twentv-six 
years  of  age.  Dr.  Griffin  is  an  Elder  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  de- 
nomination since  he  was  eighteen  years  old.  Mrs. 
Griffin  united  with  the  church  at  sixteen  and  has 
ably  assisted  in  the  work  ajid  social  enterprises  of 
that  religious  body.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Griffin  are 
prominent  factors  in  all  matters  of  mutual  welfare 
in  their  home  locality  and  possess  the  high  regard 
of  a  large  circle  of  old-time  friends,  tried  and  true. 


IRAM  WOODEN.  It  is  with  pleasure  that 
we  recount  the  experiences  of  those  of  the 
citizens  of  Mason  Township  who  came  here 
in  the  early  days  and  underwent  hardslii[)s 
and  privations  that  they  might  develop  the  rich  re- 
sources of  this  region,  and  bring  about  the  condi- 
tion that  we  see  to-day.  Among  those  brave  and 
hardy  men  is  Hiram  Wooden,  who  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  this  State  since  twenty  years  of  age,  and 
has  ever  been  a  promoter  of  intelligence  and  so- 
ciability. He  was  born  in  Saratoga  County,  N.Y., 
January  5,  1826,  the  son  of  Zachas  Wooden,  and 
grandson  of  Reuben  Wooden,  who  was  born  either 
in  Germany  or  Holland.  The  latter's  parents 
were  Timothy  and  Annie  Wooden.  Reuben  mar- 
rie  Patience  Sanders  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  ten  children. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  came  to  this 
country  when  young  and  married  a  lady  who  was 
also  of  foreign  birth,  born  in  Wales.  They  settled 
in  New  York  State,  and  there  Mr.  Wooden  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death.  He 
lies  buried  in  Saratoga  County.  He  had  one  son, 
Timothy,  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
who    had  his  \e<y  broken   while   drivino:  a   waiJ:on 
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loaded  with  ammunition.  The  limb  was  ampu- 
tated with  a  common  woodsaw,  but  he  died  from 
the  effects  of  this  extraordinary  operation.  Zachas 
Wooden  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He 
married  Miss  Am>'  Teachout,  who  was  also  born  in 
the  Kmpire  State,  and  they  had  eight  children,  six 
sons  and  one  daughter,  besides  our  subject.  Tiie 
eldest  child,  Harriet,  married  Charles  Smith  in 
New  York  State,  but  subsequently  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  died  ih  Mason  Township,  Cass  County, 
March  4,  1880.  She  was  tlie  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  others 
are:  Martlia,  who  married  Theodoi-e  Garvin  and 
resides  in  Mason  Township;  and  K,  T.,  who  went 
to  Montana,  where  he  resides  at  the  present  time. 
The  brother  next  younger  than  our  subject,  John, 
was  born  January  6,  1828,  and  died  in  Michigan 
June  1,  I860.  Me  was  single.  Abijali,  born  April 
o,  1830,  died  without  a  family.  Smith,  born  May 
4,  1832,  married  Mary  Main,  and  is  a  retired  far- 
mer. He  lives  in  Cassopolis  and  has  three  chil- 
dren, a  son  and  two  daughters.  Cornelius,  born 
May  4,  1834,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  W^ar  and 
served  three  years.  He  was  with  Sherman  in  his 
march  to  the  sea  and  in  a  number  of  prominent 
engagements.  He  was  twice  married,  the  last 
time  to  Miss  Martha  Winegartner,  who  bore  him 
four  ciiildren.  He  is  now  a  merchant  in  Petoskey, 
Mich.  Timothy,  born  m  1836,  entered  the  army 
in  the  Second  Michigan  Cavalry,  Company  L,  and 
died  in  Benton  Barracks,  in  St.  Louis;  and  Charles, 
born  in  1838,  was  accidentally  shot  and  killed 
while  hunting  near  Helena,  Mont. 

The  father  of  this  family  was  a  man  of  consid- 
erable means  and  in  1843  he  came  West  to  Michi- 
gan, purchasing  a  considerable  tract  of  land  in 
Mason  Township.  This  he  divided  among  his 
five  living  children,  giving  each  a  good  tract  in 
his  own  right.  He  then  returned  to  the  Em- 
pire State  and  sent  his  children  out  to  grow  up 
with  the  country.  Later  he  came  West  and  made 
his  home  at  Elkhart,  Ind.,  where  his  wife  died  No- 
vember 27,  1876.  From  there  he  moved  to  Mason 
Township,  this  county,  and  passed  away  on  the 
1st  of  April,  1881.  His  son,  Hiram,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  but  about  twenty  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Michigan  to  take  up  the   farm 


given  him  by  his  father,  and  he  at  once  began 
making  improvements.  A  log  house  was  erected, 
but  thoughts  of  the  pleasant  home  in  the  East  in- 
terfered with  his  bachelor  life,  and  lie  was  home- 
sick for  some  time.  At  length  he  made  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Miss  Martiia  C.  Dils,  and  they  were 
married  on  the  25th  of  September,  1850.  This 
lady  came  originally  from  the  Empire  State.  She 
was  born  in  Cayuga  County,  October  7,  1833,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  David  and  Catherine  (Miller) 
Dils. 

Mr.  Dils  was  born  in  New  Jersey  and  was  of 
Scotch  descent.  His  wife  died  in  New  York  State 
February  16,  1843.  wShe  was  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Sarah  (McCloud)  Miller,  both  natives  of  the 
old  Bay  State  and  of  Scotch- Welsh  descent.  Mrs. 
Wooden  had  one  brother,  Abram  J.,  who  was  born 
February  8,  1843,,  and  who  was  but  eight  days  old 
when  his  mother  died.  He  is  now  a  resident  of 
Elkhart,  Ind.  During  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted 
in  1861  and  served  his  country  faithfully  until  the 
cessation  of  hostilities.  Mrs.  Wooden 's  half-bro- 
ther, Myron  E.,  was  born  in  June,  1847,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Arabella  Thomas.  He  died  July  19, 
1880.  Mrs.  Wooden 's  father  was  married  the  sec- 
ond time,  in  1844,  to  Miss  Theresa  Olmstead. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Wooden  took  his  bride, 
who  was  but  seventeen  years  of  age,  to  his  humble 
home  in  the  forests  of  Michigan,  and  on  this  farm 
they  have  toiled  together  for  forty-three  years. 
With  his  own  hands  he  has  cleared  up  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  the  heavily-timbered  land,  and  she 
has  ever  contributed  her  share  towards  making  the 
pleasant  home  they  now  enjoy.  For  more  than 
forty  years  they  have  been  exemplary  members  of 
the  Free-will  Baptist  Church  and  have  done  much 
towards  assisting  the  cause  of  Christianity.  For 
several  years  Mr.  Wooden  has  been  a  Deacon  in 
the  church  and  Mrs.  Wooden  has  been  Clerk  of 
the  Society.  A  life-long  temperance  man, and  now 
well  on  toward  his  three-scoreyearsand  ten,  hecan 
say  what  few,  very  few,  can  do,  that  he  was  never 
intoxicated  in  his  life  and  has  always  been  a  tem- 
perate man.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  but  has 
never  sought  or  cared  for  oflice. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  AVooden  were  born  three  chil- 
dren,    Loren  E„  born    JSJoy^mb^r  21,  1651,  mar*. 
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ried  Miss  Elida  Keely,  who  bore  him  five  children : 
an  infant,  who  was  born  March  17,  1883,  and  died 
when  but  a  few  weeks  old;  Maud,  born  March  17, 
1884;  Ethel,born  February  16,  1886;  Achsah,borii 
in  January,  1888;  and  Jay  R.,  born  June  15, 
1890.  Am}^  C,  the  second  child,  born  June  11, 
1855,  tirst  married  John  P.  Frazier,  who  died  June 
4,  1880,  leaving  three  children:  Carl  E.,  born 
July  21,  1876;  Myron  Burton,  born  September 
15,  1878;  and  Zoa  Belle,  born  November  21, 
1879.  The  eldest  child,  Carl  E.,  was  a  boy  pos- 
sessed of  far  more  than  average  ability.  Early 
in  life  he  displayed  a  great  liking  for  his  books 
and  could  master  anything  he  set  his  mind  to. 
Although  but  fifteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  he  was  ready  to  graduate  from  the  Al- 
len High  School.  After  the  death  of  her  husband 
Mrs.  Frazier  married  again,  T.  M.  Southworth  be- 
ing her  second  ciioice.  Their  nuptials  were  cele- 
brated September  15,  1885,  and  they  have  two 
children,  a  son  and  daughter.  They  reside  at  Al- 
len, Mich.  The  j^oungest  child  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wooden,  Achsah,  first  saw  the  light  of  day 
December  6,  1863,  and  died  January  9,  1880. 


^^p^EORGE  W.  GARD.  No  worthy  reference 
[if  ^—-.  to  the  agricultural  affairs  of  Cass  County 
'^^  would  be  complete  without  mention  of  Mr. 
Gard,  among  others  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil. 
Besides  this  he  enjoys  to  an  unlimited  extent  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him,  and 
is  one  of  the  influential  men  of  the  county. 
Like  many  of  the  most  active  and  enterprising  res- 
idents of  the  community,  he  was  born  here,  and  is 
much  more  likely  to  succeed  here  than  a  stranger. 
His  father,  Milton  J.  Gard,. is  a  prominent  man  of 
Volinia  Township  and  has  made  his  home  here  for 
many  years.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of 
our  subject  was  Olive  Green,  and  she  died  when 
our  subject  was  three  years  old. 

George  W.  Gard  first  saw  the  light  in  Volinia 
Township,  his  birth  occurring  April  4,  1848,  and 
in  that  township  lie  grew  to   manhood   and  re- 


ceived  a  district-school  education.  When  twenty 
years  of  age  he  branched  out  as  an  educator, 
and  continued  this  occupation  in  his  own  dis- 
trict for  nine  3^ears.  Under  his  charge  were  about 
one  hundred  pupils  in  one  district.  Later,  he 
taught  in  Districts  No.  3  and  15,  and  continued 
his  career  as  an  educator  for  thirteen  years.  In 
1873  he  purchased  his  farm,  and  carried  this  on 
in  connection  with  teaching. 

Our  subject's  happy  domestic  career  commenced 
on  the  14th  ot  November,  1872,  when  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Rachel    Kirby,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
John   and  Mary  (Rouse)  Kirby,  the  father  a  na- 
tive of   England  and  the  mother  of  New  York. 
Mr.  rnd  Mrs.  Kirby  still  reside  in  this    township 
and  are  the  parents  of  seven  living  children,  Mrs. 
Gard  being  the  sixth   in  order  of  birth.     She  was 
born  on  the   28th  of    October,  1851,  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Mich.,  but  was  educated  in  Volinia  Town- 
ship, she  and  her  husband  being  schoolmates.     Be- 
fore her  marriage  she  taught  school  for  some  time. 
Mr.  and   Mrs.  Gard  are   the    parents  of  two  in- 
teresting   children:    Olive   K.,  now  ten   years  of 
age;  and  Manly   B.,  who  is  but  a  little   chap  of 
three  jears.     Mr.  Gard  has  shown   his  apprecia- 
tion of  secret  organizations  by  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  Volinia  Lodge  No.  227,   A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
which    he  was  Secretary  for  a  long  time.     He  was 
also  Senior  Deacon  and  Junior  Warden.     He  is  a 
member  of  the  Anti-Horse  Thief   Association,  of 
which  he  is  Treasurer,  and  a  member  of  the  Farm- 
ers' Club,  of    which    he  has  been  Vice-President. 
He  takes  a  deep  interest  in   all    educational  mat- 
ters, and  has    been    Director  of   District  No.  4  for 
ten  years.     Active    in    politics,    he  supports    the 
policy  and  principles  of  the  Republican  party  and 
is  often  called  to  conventions.     In  1872  he  served 
as  Township  Clerk,  and  has  held  the  oflflce  of  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for   many   years,  being  the  pres- 
ent incumbent  of  that  office.    As  long  as  the  ofiTice 
of  Township  School  Superintendent  was  in  vogue 
he  held  that  position.     He  is  now  serving  his  first 
term  as  Supervisor.     During   1889   and    1890  he 
was   Secretary  of   the    County  School  Examining 
Board,  and  all  the  examining  and  visiting  fell   to 
his  lot.     He  has  also  been  Township  School  In- 
spector of  Violin ia. 
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In  1885  Mr.  Gard  went  to  Dakota,  and  there 
kei)t  books  for  his  uiicle,  Eli  Green,  for  some 
time.  No  more  influential  or  successful  business 
man  has  his  home  in  the  county  than  Mr.  Gard. 
He  is  known  far  and  wide  for  integrity  and  fair 
dealing,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  all  who 
know  him.  In  addition  to  this,  he  is  a  farmer 
whose  opinion  on  all  n)atters  pertaining  to  agri- 
culture carry  with  them  great  weight  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives.  The  farm  of  eighty 
acres  that  he  owns  is  in  a  fine  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. 


^JBENEZEK  HARRIS  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent  nnd  successful  business  men  of  Galien 
Ik—^'^j  and  is  the  senior  memberof  the  well-known 
firm  of  E.  Harris  &  Son,  dealers  in  dry-goods,  gro- 
ceries, boots  and  shoes,  furnishing  goods  and  hats 
and  caps.  The  superior  reputation  held  by  the 
members  of  the  firm,  and  the  promptness  and  ac- 
curacy with  which  the  business  is  conducted,  have 
contributed  largely  to  the  success  now  enjoyed  by 
the  enterprise.  The  stock  is  unsurpassed  in  qual- 
ity and  includes  a  complete  and  varied  assortment. 
Thiis  managed  with  perfect  system,  and  a  reputa- 
tion surpassed  by  none,  the  firm  has  achieved  a 
position  of  distinction  among  the  leading  and 
most  prosperous  of  the  great  industries  of  Berrien 
County. 

The  Harris  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  its 
first  representative  in  the  United  States  was  a  Mr. 
Harris,  who  emigrated  from  England  many  years 
ago  and  settled  in  Rhode  Island.  His  son  James 
was  born  and  reared  in  that  State,  and  there  mar- 
ried a  Miss  Aldiidge.  Somewhat  later  he  removed 
to  Vermont,  where  he  settled  in  Bennington 
County  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
Eseck  being  the  youngest.  He  was  born  in  Ben- 
nington County,  Vt.,  where  he  gained  a  common- 
school  education  and  grew  to  a  stalwart,  vigorous 
manhood  amid  the  diliiculties  and  privations  of 
pioneer  life.     Upon  forming  domestic  ties,  he  was 


united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Prudence,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Ebenezer  Pratt,  who  had  removed  to  Ver- 
mont from  Rhode  Island. 

Locating  after  his  marriage  upon  a  farm  in  Ben- 
nington Township,  Bennington  County,  Vt.,  Eseck 
Harris  passed  his  life  in  an  uneventful  manner, amid 
the  scenes  endeared  to  him  by  all  the  associations  of 
childhood  and  maturer  years.  He  followed  farming 
pursuits  uninterruptedly  and  was  quite  successful 
as  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  being  a  man  of  excellent 
judgment  and  sound  common  sense.  He  and  his 
wife  had  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  six 
attained  maturity  and  are  now  living.  Of  this 
number,  the  readers'  attention  is  invited  to  the 
seventh  in  order  of  birth,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  was  born  in  Bennington  County,  Vt., 
on  the  12th  of  March,  1839.  Passing  his  youth- 
ful days  in  the  Green  Mountain  State,  he  there 
availed  himself  of  such  educational  advantages  as 
were  offered,  and  through  study  and  observation 
became  a  well-informed  man. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen,  Mr.  Harris  came  to 
Michigan  and  located  in  Galien  Township, Berrien 
County,  where  he  embarked  in  farming  pursuits. 
About  the  same  time  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Lois,  daughter  of  Pardon  Yaw,  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont. Nothing  occurred  to  interrupt  the  peaceful 
tenor  of  his  life  until  the  war  cloud  darkened  the 
Nation  and  the  first  shot  fired  on  Ft.  Sumter 
echoed  around  the  world.  His  patriotic  spirit 
aroused,  Mr.  Harris  offered  his  services  in  his 
country's  defense,  and  on  the  22d  of  October, 
1861,  his  name  was  enrolled  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany P],  Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  fierce  engagement  at  Shiloh,  after  . 
which  he  was  assigned  to  hospital  duty,  and  later 
went  to  Detroit.'  Upon  again  being  ordered  to 
the  front,  he  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Hatchee 
Bridge  and  was  then  detailed  to  the  Ambulance 
Corps.  After  an  honorable  military  career,  cover- 
ing a  period  of  four  years  or  more,  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged  at  Camden,  Ark. 

Upon  returning  to  Galien,  Mr.  Harris  shortly 
afterward  embarked  in  the  general  mercantile  bus- 
iness, forming  a  partnership  with  George  Partridge, 
and  continuing  in  this  connection  for  about  three 
yearns.     After  dissolving  that  partnership,  he  con- 
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ducted  the  business  alone  until  1892,  when  his  son, 
Clyde  H.,  entered  the  firm.  They  now  conduct  a 
flourishing  trade^  not  only  with  the  i)eo|)le  of  Gal- 
ien,  but  also  with  the  farmers  of  the  surrounding 
country.  In  addition  to  his  business  interests, 
Mr.  Harris  devotes  considerable  attention  to  the 
management  of  his  two  farms,  located  in  Galien 
Township,  one  in  Galien  Centre  and  the  other  one 
and  one-half  miles  west,  and  compiising  eighty 
and  forty  acres,  respectively.  This  land  is  under 
excellent  cultivation,  and  -  special  attention  is 
also  given  to  stock-raising. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Harris  mar- 
ried Miss  Clara,  daughter  of  George  Parrish,  their 
union  being  celebrated  in  1886.  Of  the  first 
marriage  six  children  were  born,  four  of  whom 
died  in  childhood.  The  others  are:  Li  Hie  May, 
wife  of  Frank  Prince,  a  resident  of  Berlamont,  Van 
Buren  County, Mich.;  and  Clyde  H.  In  his  polit- 
ical affiliations  Mr.  Harris  adheres  to  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  been  the  recipi- 
ent of  numerous  official  honors  at  the  hands  of  his 
fellow-citizens.  For  about  four  years  he  served  as 
Township  Treasurer  and  Clerk,  and  for  two  years 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Village  Board.  So- 
cially, he  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. 


/<r^EORGE    W. 

II  ^-—j  what  a  man 
^^»S)    long   as  it  is 


r^EORGE  W.  MURWIN.  It  matters  little 
selects  as  his  life  occupation,  so 
ig  as  It  is  honorable.  If  he  is  honest, 
upright  and  courteous  in  his  intercourse  with 
other  men,  and  possessed  of  energy,  determination 
and  perseverance,  he  is  bound  to  make  a  success  of 
his  calling.  This  part  of  Michigan  has  proved  a 
mine  of  wealth  to  thousands  of  industrious  and 
earnest  farmers.  They  have  come  hitlier  from  the 
East  and  from  foreign  countries,  and  by  dint  of 
hard  work  have  developed  the  resources  which 
nature  so  liberally  provided.  Among  these  is 
George  W.  Murwin,  who  is  now  one  of  the  success- 
ful tVmers  of  Roy^lton  Township, 


Like  many  of  the  first-class  citizens  of  the 
county,  Mr.  Murwin  is  a  native  of  New  York,  born 
in  Tompkins  Township,  Delaware  County,  August 

6,  1829,  and  is  the  son  of  Epaphras  and  Rebecca 
Bennet  Murwin.  The  father  was  also  born  in  the 
Empire  State,  May  24,  1797,  and  was  a  soldier  of 
the  War  of  1812.  He  was  drawing  a  pension  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  In  July,  1837,  he  left  his 
native  State  and  made  a  journey  to  Ohio,  settling 
in  Ashtabula  County,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  1864.  From  there  he  moved  to  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  in  the  fall  of  the  last-named  year, 
and  died  in  Royal  ton  Township  on  the  11th  of 
October,  1872.  His  marriage  occurred  February, 
17, 1827,  in  Tompkins  Township,  Delaware  County, 
N.  Y.  His  wife  was  born  in  Delaware  County, 
N.  Y.,  December  18,  1805,  and  died  in  Royalton 
Township,  this  county,  February  11,  1873.  They 
were  the  parents  of  one  child  besides  our  subject, 
a  daughter  named  Sally  Jane,  who  was  born  March 

7,  1833,  and  died  June  18,  1851,  in  Saybrook,  Ohio. 
The  scholastic  training  of  our  subject  was  re- 
ceived in  the  common  schools,  and  he  remained 
with  his  father,  assisting  with  the  farm  work,  until 
twenty-six  years  of  age.  This  farm  was  at  Say- 
brook,  Ohio,  and  the  most  of  it  was  paid  for  by 
the  labor  of  our  subject.  The  latter  was  married 
in  Ohio,  February  6, 1855,  to  Miss  Weltha  A.  Con- 
verse, a  native  of  Bainbridge,  Ohio,  who  was 
born  on  August  1,  1836.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  David  Converse,  who  was  a  native  Vermonter, 
born  in  Rutland  March  3,  1804.  The  mother  of 
Mrs.  Murwin  was  formerly  Miss  Harmony  Bell,  who 
was  a  native  of  the  old  Bay  State,  born  May  26, 
1814. 

To  our  subject  have  been  born  the  following 
children:  Elsie  B.,  wife  of  George  Culvern,  who 
resides  in  Valparaiso.  Ind.;  Milford  J.;  Frankie  B., 
deceased;  Sall}^  Jennie,  wife  of  Alonzo  Smith,  who 
resides  in  New  Troy,  this  county;  Bertha,  at  home; 
Flora,  deceased;  Gracie,  deceased;  and  Harriet, 
at  home.  Mr.  Murwin  has  been  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  Royalton  Township  for  about  twenty 
years  and  is  holding  that  position  at  the  present 
time.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Frank- 
lin Pierce.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat  until 
fvfter  1880,  and  in  1884  he  voted  for  St,  John,  thQ 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


857 


Prohibition  candidate.  He  is  a  strong  temperance 
man.  He  and  Mrs.  Murwin  are  members  of  the 
Second  Advent  Church  and  have  held  membership 
in  the  same  for  thirty  years  and  are  well  liked  in 
the  community. 

Mr.  Murwin  came  to  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
April  22,  1863,  and  located  on  his  present  farm, 
which  then  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  acres,  fifteen  acres  being  under  cultivation. 
This  farm  is  located  six  miles  southeast  of  St. 
Joseph  and  four  miles  south  of  Benton  Harbor, 
and  the  most  of  it  Mr.  Murwin  cleared  with  his  own 
hands.  He  has  given  his  children  all  but  one  hun- 
dred and  three  acres.  Mr.  Murwin  Is  a  member  of 
the  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company. 
He  is  a  man  of  education  and  a  liberal  promoter 
of  all  laudable  enterprises.  For  the  past  four 
years  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  milk  business, 
selling  in  St.  Joseph. 


^%^ 


HENRY  B.  WELLS. 


There  is  in  the 
development  of  every  successful  life  a 
principle  which  is  a  lesson  to  every  man — 

^  a  lesson  leading  to  higher  and  more  honor- 
able positions  than  the  ordinary.  Let  a  man  be 
ambitious  and  honorable  and  he  will  rise,  whether 
having  the  prestige  of  family  or  the  obscurity  of 
poverty.  These  reflections  are  called  forth  by  a 
study  of  the  life  of  Hon.  Henry  B.  Wells,  one  of 
the  most  extensive  farmers  of  his  section.  Like 
many  of  the  representative  citizens  of  the  county, 
he  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  born  in  Otsego 
County,  February  4,  1830.  His  parents,  Werden 
and  Julia  (Baker)  Wells,  were  natives  of  Rhode 
Island  and  New  York,  respectively,  and  his  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Joshua  Wells,  was  also  a  native 
of  Rhode  Island.  The  latter 's  brother,  William 
AVells,  who  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  was  shot 
in  the  head  and  had  the  sight  of  both  eyes  de- 
stroyed. Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather  was 
a  native  of  New  York  State  and  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation. 

Werden  Wells  was  a  mechanic  by  trade,     After 

42 


reaching  mature  years  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ba- 
ker, their  nuptials  being  solemnized  in  New  York 
State.  For  some  time  after  their  marriage  this 
young  couple  resided  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y., 
but  in  1835  they  moved  to  Michigan  and  settled 
in  Charleston  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  on 
one  of  the  wildest  farms  in  the  region.  There 
they  made  a  permanent  home  and  passed  the  clos- 
ing scenes  of  their  lives,  the  mother  dying  in  1845, 
and  the  father  in  1890.  After  the  death  of  his 
wife,  Mr.  Wells  married  Miss  Elipha  Filkins,  who 
resides  in  Kalamazoo  County.  To  his  first  union 
nine  children  were  born,  six  surviving  at  the  pres- 
ent time:  K.  J.,  H.  B..  Homer,  Werden,  Jr.,  Morrill 
and  Almond  H.  The  second  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  two  children:  Hattie  and  Perry.  Mr. 
Wells  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  in  his  religious  faith  and 
practice  had  the  close  sympathy  of  his  first  wife, 
who  belonged  to  the  same  society.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Whig  until  the  defeat  of  Henry  Clay,  when 
he  became  an  Abolitionist  and  on  the  formation  of 
the  Republican  party  joined  its  ranks. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  received 
in  the  log  schoolhouse  in  Kalamazoo  County, 
Mich.,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  he  left 
home  to  live  with  a  Mr.  Tubbs  until  his  twenty- 
first  birthda}'.  However,  he  did  not  remain  with 
the  latter  that  long,  but  when  eighteen  years  of 
age  came  to  Cass  County,  where  he  assisted  in 
building  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  for  some 
time.  The  three  years  following  he  worked  for 
John  S.  Gage  and  then  for  two  j^ears  was  conductor 
on  the  Michigan  Central.  Later  he  was  engaged 
in  building  a  ship  canal,  and  after  finishing  that 
he  returned  to  the  road,  on  which  he  remained 
three  years.  He  was  then  Inspector  of  wood  and 
timber  for  three  years,  after  which  he  came  to  Cass 
County  and  settled  on  his  present  farm. 

In  1866  he  removed  to  Dowagiac,  engaged  in 
merchandising,  and  after  continuing  this  for  three 
years  sold  out,  and  for  three  j^ears  was  in  the  pro- 
duce business  in  that  place.  Later  he  moved  back 
to  the  farm,  but  only  remained  on  this  two  years, 
when  he  again  returned  to  Dowagiac  and  was  en- 
gaged injiis  former  business  for  two  years.  Not 
being  satisfied,  he  returned  to  the  farm,  on  which 
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he  has  since  remained.  In  the  year  1854  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Phoebe  Carr,  a  daughter  of  Gary 
and  P^liza  (Heazlit)  Carr,  both  natives  of  New 
York  State,  the  father  born  in  1801,  and  the  mo- 
ther in  1805.  Mr.  Carr  and  wife  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1849,  settling  in  Wayne  Township,  Cass 
County,  where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
days,  the  father  dying  May  3,  1875,  and  the  mo- 
ther April  29,  1883.  Only  one  child  besides  Mrs. 
Wells  is  now  living,  Robert  H.,  who  makes  his 
home  in  Minnesota.  Mrs.  Carr  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Mrs.  Wells  was  born  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y., 
October  19,  1837,  and  received  her  education  in 
tiie  log  schoolhouseof  those  days.  The  marriage 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five 
children,  two  of  whom  are  living.  Alice  M.,  wife 
of  H.  B.  Tuthill,  resides  in  Michigan  City;  and 
Elbert  C.  married  Miss  Lottie  Andrews,  and 
also  resides  in  Michigan  City.  Both  children  are 
well  educated.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Dowagiac  and 
contribute  freely  of  their  means  to  its  support. 
Formerly  Mr.  Wells  was  a  Mason.  In  politics  he 
was  at  one  time  a  Whig,  but  upon  the  formation 
of  the  Republican  party  advocated  its  principles 
and  has  voted  with  that  party  ever  since  and  is 
now  a  member  of  the  County  Republican  Com- 
mittee. His  fathei  also  took  an  active  part  in 
polities. 

Our  subject  was  Township  Treasurer  in  1859, 
and  Supervisor  in  1860,  holding  that  position  six 
years  in  succession.  In  1866  he  was  elected  to 
the  Legislature  and  held  that  position  until  1868, 
taking  sides  against  the  general  railroad  law.  He 
served  as  chairman  on  several  committees.  In 
1880  he  was  again  made  Township  Supervisor.  He 
is  often  called  upon  to  act  as  administrator  of  es- 
tates and  guardian  of  minors.  During  the  admin- 
istration of  Gen.  Grant  he  was  Postmaster  at 
Dowagiac.  An  enthusiastic  supporter  of  public 
enterprises,  he  is  never  the  one  to  hold  back  when 
assistance  is  required.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  School  Board  and  is  interested  in  all  school 
work. 

Mr.  Wells    is    the    owner  of   two  hundred    and 
forty  .acres  of  improved  land,  and  is  widely  known 


for  his  success  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  He  was 
President  of  the  Cass  County  Mutual  Insurance 
Company  for  twelve  years,  for  two  years  was 
Treasurer,  four  years  Director,  and  assisted  in  or- 
ganizing it.  He  assisted  in  building  the  elevator 
at  Dowagiac.  During  the  Civil  War  he  was  Re- 
cruiting Officer  for  Wayne  Township  and  always 
filled  the  quota  for  the  township.  He  made  two 
trips  to  the  Soutli  in  the  recruiting  business. 


^£ 


E^ 


W.  SANDERS,  Cashier  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  at  Buchanan,  was  born  in 
Juniata  County,  Pa.,  Febi'Uaiy  6,  1845* 
He  is  a  descendant  of  English  ancestors,  and  \\h 
grandfather  was  born,  it  is  supposed,  in  that 
country.  Richard  Sanders,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Maryland,  and  from  ten  \^ears  of  age 
was  reared  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  still  resides. 
His  trade  is  that  of  a  millwright  and  boat-builder. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Leah  Whistler,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
traced  her  lineage  to  (lermanj-.  Hct  parents 
dying  when  she  wa«  a  small  child,  she  wa^  reared 
by  strangers. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  six  children, 
our  subject  being  the  eldest.  The  second  child 
died  in  infancy.  The  others  are:  Richard,  who 
resides  in  Pennsylvania;  Mary  and  John,  who  died 
at  the  ages  of  seventeen  and  nineteen  years  respec- 
tively; and  Clara,  who  was  called  hence  at  the  t\ge 
of  two  years.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  attended  the  common  schools 
of  Juniata  County  and  also  carried  on  his  studies 
in  Freeburg  Academy  for  six  weeks.  He  was 
only  ten  years  old  when  he  began  to  earn  his  live- 
lihood, his  first  occupation  being  that  of  driver  oiu 
the  towpath  on  the  Pennsylvania  Canal.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  secured  a  situation  as  clerk  im 
a  general  store  at  Mt.  Pleasant  Mills,  and  occupied' 
clerical  positions  in  different  establishnoents  for 
eleven  years. 

Coming  to  Berrien  County,  Mich  ,  in.  E877,  Mr. 
Sanders  was  eiuployeii  for  tli^t^  t^vyo  follo»w.ing  years- 
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on  a  farm  belonging  to  John  M.  Rough.  In  1879 
he  went  to  Dayton,  Mich.,  and  engaged  as  a  clerk 
in  a  general  store,  where  lie  remained  for  eight 
years.  He  accepted  the  position  of  traveling 
salesman  for  John  A.  Tolman,  wholesale  grocer  of 
Chicago,  in  1889,  and  remained  in  his  employ  for 
fourteen  years,  traveling  through  Michigan  and 
northern  Indiana.  In  his  travels  his  attention 
was  especially  called  to  the  favorable  opportunities 
offered  by  the  thriving  village  of  Buchanan  as  a 
place  of  residence,  and  hence,  in  1881,  he  located 
here.  In  1888,  he,  with  others,  organized  the 
First  National  Bank,  of  which  he  was  first  Vice- 
President  and  is  now  Cashier.  He  is  eminently 
qualified  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  connected 
with  his  position,  possessing  a  keen  insight,  shrewd 
business  judgment  and  sound  common-sense. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  1872,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  E.  W.  Sanders  to  Miss  Louisa  Rough, 
the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Margaret  Rough. 
Two  children  have  blessed  this  union:  Frank  R. 
and  Hettie  R.  Politically,  Mr.  Sanders  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat and  has  served  in  various  positions  of  trust, 
to  which  he  was  elected  on  the  ticket  of  that  party. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Village  Council  and  he  is 
serving  on  the  Board  of  School  Directors.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  con- 
nected with  Buchanan  Lodge  No.  68.  He  also  be- 
longs  to   Dayton    Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. 


'^^(OSEPH  BRAMHALL,  a  prominent  farmer 
of  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  has  made  his 
home  upon  section  19,  Galien  Township, 
for  thirty-three  years,  and  during  this 
length  of  time  has  been  a  constant  resident  of  his 
homestead,  with  the  exception  of  his  term  of  ser- 
vice in  the  late  Civil  War.  Mr.  Bramhall  was 
born  in  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  April  15,  1838. 
His  parents  were  Moses  and  Sallie  Jane  Bramhall. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  bound  out  to  learn 
the  carpenter's  trade,  and,  serving  a  long  appren- 
ticeship, became  an  adept  in  handling  the  tools  of 
his    craft.     He   found   his   trade   most  profitable 


throughout  his  life,  being  a  practical  builder  and 
contractor.  An  energetic  and  industrious  man,  of 
excellent  business  ability,  he  prospered  and  amassed 
a  comfortable  competence.  He  owned  a  valuable 
homestead  of  two  hundred  acres  and  aside  from 
his  trade  successfully  entered  into  agricultural 
pursuits.  The  parents  were  united  in  marriage  in 
Wyoming  County,  Pa.,  and  unto  them  were  born 
ten  children. 

The  eldest-born,  George  R.,  resides  in  Chicago; 
Pollie  A.  married  Joseph  Vanauken,  and  makes 
her  home  in  the  Quaker  State;  the  next  is  John; 
Charles  A.  died  in  early  childhood;  Kellogg  is 
in  Pennsylvania;  John  J.  is  a  business  man  of 
Chicago;  Mark  was  in  New  Orleans  at  the  time 
of  the  Civil  War,  and  has  since  never  been  heard 
from;  Joseph  is  our  subject;  Martin  is  a  citizen 
of  La  Porte,  Ind.;  and  Nathan  U.  is  deceased.  In 
political  affiliation,  the  father  was  a  Whig,  and 
always  took  an  intelligent  interest  in  National 
affairs.  He  survived  until  February,  1864,  but  his 
excellent  wife  passed  away  April  26,  1851.  At 
twelve  years  of  age  our  subject  began  to  make  his 
own  way  in  the  world,  hiring  out  as  a  farm  hand. 
Passing  his  early  youth  in  a  round  of  agricultural 
toil,  he  arrived  at  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  then 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  to  which  he  gave 
his  attention  up  to  two  years  ago.  He  began 
his  business  as  a  carpenter  in  Pennsylvania,  but 
in  1860  located  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and 
purchased  fifty-three  acres  of  land  where  he  now 
lives.  At  present  he  has  but  twenty-five  acres  in 
Berrien  County. 

Mr.  Bramhall  was  married  in  1861  to  Miss  Ma- 
linda  Shedd,  daughter  of  Sylvester  ^and  Sallie 
(King)  Shedd.  Mrs.  Bramhall  was  born  in  New 
York  in  1827;  her  parents  were  also  natives  of  the 
Empire  State.  Five  children  blessed  the  home: 
Josie,  wife  of  Hall  Ryther;  Nathan;  Harry,  who 
died  at  two  years  of  age;  Mary;  and  Harry  H., 
who  is  also  deceased,  his  injuries  from  a  bucking 
pony  resulting  in  death.  Our  subject,  answering 
to  the  call  of  the  Government,  enlisted  in  1864  in 
Company  E,  Twelfth  Michigan  Regiment,  under 
the  Army  of  the  AVest,  and  served  until  1865. 
Constantly  surrounded  by  dangers,  he  was  never 
wounded,  and  escaped  capture  and  the  prison  pen. 
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The  war  having  ended,  he  was  discharged  at  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  and  honorably  mustered  out  of  the 
service.  Mr.  Bramhall  casts  his  vote  with  the  Re- 
publican party  and  gives  active  aid  in  all  matters 
of  local  progress  and  reform.  A  man  of  clear 
judgment  and  upright  principles,  he  is  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  Berrien  County,  and  com- 
mands the  respect  of  friends  and  neighbors. 


'^- 


6" 


is  a  native  of  the  State  in  which  he  resides 
and  was  born  in  Jackson  County  October  12,  1845. 
His  father,  George  P.  Godfrey,  was  born  in  New 
York,  of  Scotch  descent,  and  in  1840  removed  to 
Michigan,  locating  in  Jackson  County  during  the 
early  period  of  its  history.  Thenceforth  he  was 
identified  with  the  progress  of  that  county,  an  in^ 
terested  witness  of  its  growth  and  an  active  con- 
tributor to  its  development.  He  and  his  wife  are 
now  living  at  Springport,  Jackson  County,  retired 
from  the  affairs  of  active  life. 

In  a  somewhat  uneventful  manner  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  passed  his  boyhood  years  in  Jackson 
County,  where  he  gained  a  practical  education  in 
the  common  schools.  He  was  a  lad  in  his  teens 
when  the  war  cloud  began  to  hover  darkly  over  the 
country  and  the  storm  of  conflict  burst  upon  the 
people.  With  all  the  ardor  of  youth  and  of  in- 
tense loyalty  to  the  Union,  he  enlisted,  when  less 
than  t^^enty  years  of  age,  becoming  a  member  of 
Compan}^  A,  First  Regiment  of  P^ngineers  and 
Mechanics.  With  his  regiment  he  marched  to  the 
front  and  was  engaged  in  destroying  railroads, 
bridges,  and  otherwise  impeding  the  enemy's 
progress.  Among  the  engagements  in  which  he 
was  an  active  participant  may  be  mentioned  those 
at  Bentonville  and  Savannah.  After  the  war  was 
brought  to  a  close  and  peace  once  more  reigned 
throughout  the  land,  he  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  and  returned  to  Michigan  in  October, 
1865. 

After  engaging  for  part  of  a  year  as  a  farmer  in 


HARLES  H.  GODFREY,  owner  of  the  God- 
ey  Canning    Factory  at  Benton    Harbor, 


Jackson  County,  Mr.  Godfrey  removed  to  Sliel- 
bina,  Shelby  County,  Mo.,  in  1866,  and  there  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits.  Later  he  followed 
the  same  occupation  for  four  years  in  Livingston 
County,  Mo.,  but  not  desiring  to  remain  longer  in 
that  State  he  returned  to  his  former  home  in  Jack- 
son County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  two 
years.  In  the  spring  of  1872  he  came  to  Berrien 
County  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  the  village  of 
Benton  Harbor,  where  he  conducted  agricultural 
pursuits  until  1885.  Removing  during  that  3^ear 
to  Benton  Harbor,  he  established  a  cider  mill,  and 
evaporating  and  canning  factory.  The  factory 
does  a  good  business  and  has  filled  a  want  long 
felt  in  this  locality. 

Mr.  Godfrey  conducts  an  extensive  business  in 
the  evaporation  of  apples  and  small  berries,  which 
he  ships  principally  to  Chicago.  He  makes  a 
specialty  of  canning  corn,  tomatoes  and  berries, 
and  his  canned  fruit  has  a  reputation  throughout 
the  entire  country  for  the  universal  excellence  of 
quality  by  which  it  is  characterized.  Adjacent  to 
Benton  Harbor  he  owns  a  finely-improved  fruit 
farm,  on  which  he  raises  pears  and  raspberries,  and 
such  is  the  success  with  which  his  efforts  have  been 
crowned  that  during  the  season  of  1892  hesliipped 
two  thousand  cases  of  raspberries. 

As  a  public-spirited  citizen,  Mr.  Godfrey  gives 
due  consideration  to  the  puplic  issues  of  the  day 
and  possesses  decided  opinions  upon  topics  of  gen- 
eral importance.  A  strong  believer  in  protection 
for  home  industries,  he  naturally  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party  and  is  one  of  the  influential 
men  in  that  political  organization.  Socially,  he  is 
identified  with  George  H.  Tliomas  Post  ^o.  14,  G. 
A.  R.  He  owns  and  occupies  a  comfortable  and 
attractive  residence  at  No.  149  Brunson  Avenue, 
and,  being  a  man  of  domestic  tastes,  finds  in  his 
home  the  greatest  happiness  of  his  life.  His  mar- 
riage took  place  in  March,  1866,  and  united  him 
with  Miss  Mary  Wilkinson,  a  native  of  New  York. 
Her  parents,  Amasa  C.  and  Anna  (Jenks)  Wilkin- 
son, were  natives  of  Rhode  Island.  The  former 
died  in  1849,  and  the  death  of  the  latter  occurred 
during  the  same  year.  The  Wilkinson  famil}' 
originated  in  England  and  its  first  vepresentatives 
iw  An4cvi<?iV  Jvccompaniecl  the  fuir^Qus  Roger  Will- 
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iams  to  the  United  States,  settling  at  the  head  of 
Narragansett  Bay.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Godfrey  are  the 
parents  of  three  daughters  and  one  son,  Mattie  N. 
May  M.,  Willard  A.  and  Minta  K. 


^  ON  ATI  IAN  IIARTSELL,  a  practical  general 
agriculturist  and  successful  stock-raiser,  and 
a  native  of  Michigan,  has  been  associated 
with  the  growth  and  history  of  the  State 
for  more  than  a  half-century.  Born  in  Cass 
Count}',  November  11,  183G,  he  was  the  son  of 
Jonathan  and  Betsey  (Muffley)  Hartsell,  pioneer 
settlers  of  the  county.  The  parents  were  both  na- 
tives of  Ohio  and,  reared  in  the  homes  of  their 
childhood,  had  attended  the  primitive  schools  of 
their  birthplace  and,  attaining  to  mature  age,  mar- 
ried. They  remained  for  some  time  longer  amid 
the  familiar  scenes  of  their  childhood  and  then 
decided  to  emigrate  to  the  State  of  Indiana.  They 
tinally  made  their  home  in  Cass  Count}^  Mich., 
where  the  father  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  the  dense  woods.  A  man  of  en- 
ergetic industry,  he  resolutely  set  himself  to  work, 
and  aided  by  his  elder  sons  cleared  the  fertile 
acres,  which  he  afterward  brought  up  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  improved  with  a  good 
dwelling,  barns  and  sheds.  The  father,  who  was 
born  in  1804,  survived  to  reacli  seventy-three 
years  of  age  and,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him, 
passed  away  upon  the  old  homestead  in  the  year 
1877. 

The  Hartsells  w^ere  of  direct  German  descent 
and  from  their  sturdy  ancestry  received  the  bequest 
of  thrifty  and  industrious  habits,  which  assisted 
them  to  successfully  make  their  way  in  life.  The 
mother  survived  her  husband  and  died  in  1887. 
A  pioneer  woman,  facing  the  privations  and  self- 
sacrifices  of  frontier  life  with  courage  and  resolu- 
tion, she  welcomed  to  her  heart  and  home  sixteen 
children,  to  whose  care  and  training  she  unweari- 
edly  devoted  herself,  aiding  them  and  stimulating 
them  to  effort.  The  little  primitive  subscription 
schools   were  for  long  the   only   educational  op- 


portunities offered  her  elder  children,  but  at  the 
time  when  Jonathan  had  arrived  at  an  age  to  at- 
tend school  the  facilities  for  instruction  had  much 
improved  and  the  district  schools  offered  to  all  a 
good  common  education.  Our  subject  was  the 
tenth  child  of  the  family  and  spent  the  days  of 
boyhood  upon  the  Cass  County  homestead.  While 
yet  a  j^oung  lad  he  was  thoroughly  drilled  in  the 
various  work  of  daily  farming  labor  and,  growing 
up  a  self-reliant  youth,  was  practically  fitted  by 
habits  of  observation  and  experience  to  make  his 
way  successfully  in  life. 

When  about  twenty-three  years  of  age  Jonathan 
Hartsell  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Laura 
Harger.  The  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
one  child,  Florence,  now  the  wife  of  Lester  Kemp- 
ton,  a  native  of  the  county  of  Berrien  and  a  pros- 
perous merchant  of  Glendora.  Our  subject  first 
made  his  home  in  Berrien  County  in  1874,  then 
locating  in  Berrien  Springs.  He  not  long  after 
removed  to  Weesaw  Township  and  settled  upon 
the  valuable  farm  of  eighty  acres,  all  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  well  improved  with  substantial 
and  commodious  buildings  and  pleasantly  situated 
about  a  half-mile  from  Glendora.  Mr.  Hartsell 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Stephen  A. 
Douglas,  and,  although  never  anxious  for  political 
office,  takes  an  abiding  interest  in  both  local  and 
national  issues  of  the  day.  A  man  of  intelligence 
and  earnest  purpose,  he  is  identified  with  the  pro- 
gressive interests  of  his  home  locality  and  is  es- 
teemed by  the  entire  community  as  a  self-respect- 
ing and  upright  citizen  of  sterling  integrity. 


EV.  CLEMENT  S.  LESTER,  pastor  of  the 
jT  First  Baptist  Church  of  Benton  Harbor,  was 
^  \\\  born  in  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  on  the 
N^  18th  of  March,  1860.  He  is  the  son  of 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Michigan,  Lewis  G.  Lester, 
a  native  of  New  York,  who  settled  in  St.  Joseph, 
tills  State,  in  1840,  and  followed  farming  opera- 
tions there  for  a  period    of  nineteen    years.      In 
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1859  he  removed  to  Lenawee  County,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  The  Lester  ancestors  were  Eng- 
lish people  and,  emigrating  to  America,  settled  on 
Long  Island,  where  John  Lester,  the  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  Harriet,  the  daughter  of  Enos 
Scofield,  a  native  of  Seneca,  N.  Y.  The  maternal 
grandmother  of  our  subject  was  in  maidenhood  a 
Miss  Talmage  and  was  a  cousin  of  the  father  of 
the  famous  divine,  T.  DeWitt  Talmage. 

The  best  educational  opportunities  were  be- 
stowed upon  the  subject  of  this  notice,  who  was 
prepared  for  college  at  Raisin  Valley  Seminary,  lo- 
cated near  Adrian,  Mich.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years,  he  entered  Kalamazoo  College,  at  Kala- 
mazoo, Mich.,  and  was  graduated  from  that  insti- 
tution with  the  Class  of  '85,  having  completed 
the  studies  of  the  classical  course.  Early  in  his 
boyhood  he  had  become  a  Christian,  and  it  was  his 
lofty  ambition  to  become  a  minister  of  the  Gospel. 
For  this  profession  he  was  peculiarly  adapted,  both 
by  nature  and  training,  and  it  was  a  source  of 
gratification  to  his  friends  when  he  was  ordained 
to  the  ministry  at  St.  Louis,  Mich.,  August  4,  1886. 

At  once  after  ordination,  Rev.  Mr.  Lester  as- 
sumed the  pastorate  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
St.  Louis,  Mich.,  where  he  remained  until  1888, 
meanwhile  building  up  the  church  at  that  place 
and  increasing  its  usefulness  in  the  vicinity. 
Thence  he  came  to  Benton  Harbor,  and  has  since 
that  time  been  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church. 
His  labors  here  have  been  crowned  with  great  suc- 
cess. The  church  has  prospered  and  increased  in 
numbers  under  his  pastorate,  and  now  has  a  mem- 
bership of  three  hundred  and  nine,  having  had 
one  hundred  and  seventy  additions  during  his  pas- 
torate of  five  years  A  new  pipe  organ,  costing 
$2,000,  has  been  placed  in  the  church,  other  ex- 
pensive repairs  have  been  made,  and  a  parsonage 
fund  amounting  to  $3,000  has  been  accumulated. 

Such  facts  as  tliese,  without  further  comment, 
prove  the  possession  of  unusual  abilities  on  Mr. 
Lester's  part.  He  is  a  fine  illustration  of  the  com- 
bination of  Christian  uprightness  and  business 
capabilities,  and  while  of  course  his  success  as  a 
pastor  is  principally  due  to  the  former,  yet  the 
latter  has  been  by  no  means  an  unimportant  factor 


in  securing  the  gratifying  results.  He  is  rever- 
enced and  loved  by  young  and  old  in  the  church 
where  his  counsels  are  heard,  and  is  also  highly 
regarded  by  the  people  of  Benton  Harbor,  irre- 
spective of  denominational  preferences.  He  has 
served  as  one  of  the  Directors  in  the  Baptist  State 
Convention  and  is  well  known  by  the  Baptists 
throughout  the  State. 

November  18,  1885,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Lester  to  Miss  Frances,  daughter  of 
Francis  M.  Matteson,  a  native  of  New  York,  but  a 
long-time  resident  of  Lansing,  Mich.  This  union 
has  proved  a  most  happy  and  congenial  one,  and 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  daughter, 
Lucile.  The  parsonage  is  located  at  No.  101 
Broadway,  and  is  a  cozily  furnished  and  attractive 
abode,  where  Mrs.  Lester  welcomes  her  friends 
with  a  charming  hospitality.  The  social  position 
occupied  by  the  family  is  one  of  distinction,  and 
they  are  very  popular  among  the  people  of  the 
village. 


C-iT^ZJ 


~^lm 


^^ 


JACOB  GEBHARD.  The  prudent  ways  and 
careful  methods  of  the  Teutonic  farmer 
are  conspicuous  in  La  Grange  Township, 
^^^^^  where  so  many  representatives  of  the  Ger- 
man race  have  settled  in  order  that  they  may  en- 
joy broader  opportunities  in  every  direction. 
The  gentleman  whose  name  is  placed  at  the  head 
of  this  sketch,  and  who  resides  on  section  7,  is 
one  of  the  many  whose  efforts  have  made  this  lo- 
cality so  distinctly  productive  and  beautilul.  He 
was  born  on  the  River  Rhine,  in  Germany,  in  1820, 
and  there  remained  and  received  a  fair  education 
until  a  young  man.  About  this  time  many  were 
emigrating  to  the  United  States,  and  young  Geb- 
hard  decided  to  cioss  the  ocean  too.  Upon  reach- 
ing the  "land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the 
brave,''  he  was  without  means,  and  all  he  had  to 
assist  him  in  the  struggle  for  a  livelihood  was  a 
pair  of  willing  hands  and  any  amount  of  pluck 
and  energy. 

A  few  years  later  he  had  accumulated  consider- 
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able  inean.s,  and  deciding  that  it  was  not  good  for 
man  to  live  alone  he  was  married.  Still  later 
he  emigrated  Westward  and  located  in  Cass  Conn- 
ty,  Mich.,  where  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  La 
Grange  Township.  In  that  township  all  his  chil- 
dren were  born  and  educated.  Although  Mr. 
Gebhard  speaks  the  German  language  in  his  family, 
his  children  have  received  good  edncational  ad- 
vantages in  the  English  schools,  and  are  bright 
and  intelligent,  more  so  than  the  ave?'age.  The 
farm  upon  which  he  settled  on  coming  to  this 
township  was  wild  and  unimproved,  but  he  had 
inherited  all  the  push  and  energy  of  his  ancestors, 
and  went  actively  to  work  to  make  it  the  attrac- 
tive place  it  now  is.  The  most  of  it  is  under  cul- 
tivation and  the  buildings  on  it  are  comfortable 
and  commodious.  Everything  about  the  place  in- 
dicates the  owner  to  be  a  man  of  progre^sive  ideas 
and  tendencies  and  one  of  great  industry.  All  his 
property  is  the  result  of  his  own  exertions,  and  he 
deserves  great  credit  for  his  perseverance. 


^^-" 


vw^LMORE  F.  LEWIS.  One  of  the  most  use- 
lU]  ful  houses  for  the  accommodation  of  visi- 
/l_ — ^  tors,  etc.,  is  one  where  you  can  be  housed 
and  fed  with  the  best  the  market  supplies,  and 
where  you  feel  perfectly  at  home.  Such  an  hotel 
is  the  A^andalia, conducted  b}^  the  genial  and  most 
agreeable  proprietor,  Elmore  F.  Lewis,  who  is  also 
classed  among  the  prominent  and  substantial  tillers 
of  the  soil  in  Penn  Township. 

Mr.  Lewis  is  a  product  of  Cass  County,  Mich., 
born  in  Newburg  Township  November  18,  1847, 
and  is  a  son  of  Jonathan  W.  and  Emma  (Fer- 
guson) Lewis,  both  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
About  1840  Jonathnn  Lewis  emigrated  to  Cass 
County,  Mich.,  and  actively  engaged  in  working 
the  soil  of  Newburg  Township.  He  was  an  indus- 
trious, hard-working  man,  and  one  who  was  highly 
respected  for  his  upright,  honorable  conduct.  He 
became  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm,  and  on  this  he 
and  his  worthy  companion  passed  the  closing 
scenes  of  their  lives,  he  dying  in  1861.    They  were 


the  parents  of  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of 
whom  reached  mature  j^ears.  Three  of  the  sons 
served  in  the  Civil  War,  and  Francis  S.  and  James 
H.  Lewis,  the  two  eldest,  lost  their  lives  at  the 
battle  of  Stone  River. 

Our  subject,  the  third  in  order  of  birth  of  these 
children,  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  county, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  one  year  spent  in  Da- 
kota, has  made  his  home  here  ever  since.  In  this 
county  he  received  his  scholastic  training,  and 
her(5  he  received  those  lessons  of  frugality  and  in- 
dustry that  made  his  father  so  well  known  in  this 
section.  On  the  4th  of  December,  1868,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Narcissis  T.  Pem- 
berton,  daughter  of  Reason  S.  and  Margaret  (Miller) 
Pemberton,  the  former  a  native  of  Wayne  Coun- 
ty, Ind.,  born  March  23,  1824,  and  the  latter  of 
Germany. 

Mr.  Pemberton  and  his  wife  celebrated  their 
nuptials  in  Henry  County,  Ind.,  May  3,  1840,  and 
two  years  later  moved  to  Cass  County,  Mich., 
where  the  father  has  siirce  resided.  He  finds  a 
comfortable  and  pleasant  home  with  his  son-in- 
law,  our  subject,  and  is  a  man  esteemed  and  re- 
spected by  all.  His  wife  passed  over  to  the  silent 
majorit}^  on  the  14th  of  December,  1885.  Twelve 
children  were  born  to  this  most  estimable  couple, 
eight  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years  and  became 
the  heads  of  families. 

In  April,  1892,  Mr.  Lewis  was  elected  Super- 
visor of  Penn  Township  by  the  Republican  party, 
of  which  he  is  an  ardent  supporter,  and  he  is 
now  the  incumbent  of  that  position.  He  dis- 
charges the  duties  incumbent  upon  tliis  position 
in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  and  is  a  capable 
and  efficient  man  for  the  position.  He  has  ever 
advocated  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  his  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Gen. 
Grant.  In  June,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
H,  Nineteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  served  one 
year.  He  was  in  the  Atlanta  campaign  with  Sher- 
man, and  served  his  country  faithfully  and  well. 
He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Benton  ville  and 
numerous  skirmishes,  but  was  never  wounded.  The 
hard  service  was  too  much  for  him,  however,  and  he 
has  never  been  as  well  since.  In  connection  with 
the  hotel  business  he   is  al^so  engaged  in  farming, 
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and  has  a  good  home  of  eighty  acres  located  two 
and  a-half  miles  northeast  of  Vandalia,  and  forty 
acres  located  two  and  a-half  miles  northeast  of 
Decatur.  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
hold  membership  in  the  Disciples  Church.  They 
have  had  four  children,  only  two  now  living. 


ylLLIAM  HICKS,  a  general  agriculturist 
and  leading  citizen  of  Benton  Township, 
Berrien  County,  is  the  descendant  of  a 
long  line  of  energetic  ancestry,  who,  industriously 
devoting  themselves  to  the  culture  of  the  soil, 
steadily  won  their  way  up  to  positions  of  honored 
usefulness  and  influence.  The  worthy  parents  of 
Mr.  Hicks  were  of  English  nativity,  and  were 
reared  and  educated  in  the  Queen's  dominions. 
Soon  after  crossing  the  broad  Atlantic  to  the  land 
of  promise,  America,  William  Hicks  and  Mary 
Hallock  were  married  and  made  their  home  at  first 
in  New  York,  settling  in  Ontario  County,  where, 
in  1849,  their  eldest  child,  our  subject,  named  in 
honor  of  his  father,  was  born.  William  Hicks  was 
but  a  lad  when  his  parents  emigrated  from  the 
Empire  State  to  the  farther  West.  Journeying  to 
Michigan,  they  remained  in  Hillsdale  County,  lo- 
cating upon  a  farm.  The  father,  yet  surviving 
and  the  owner  of  a  valuable  homestead  in  Hills- 
dale County,  is  numbered  among  the  early  settlers 
of  that  part  of  the  State,  and  now  in  the  evening 
of  his  age  enjoys  the  high  regard  of  his  old 
friends  and  neighbors.  The  prosperous  home  of 
the  parents  was  blessed  with  the  presence  of  six 
children,  two  daughters  and  four  sons. 

William  was  the  first-born  in  the  parental  fam- 
ily; Emiline  is  the  wife  of  Spencer  Calkins,  of  Or- 
egon; David  is  a  prominent  farmer  of  Hillsdale 
County;  Thomas,  also  a  successful  agriculturist, 
resides  in  Hillsdale  County;  George  is  a  well- 
known  tiller  of  the  soil  in  Berrien  County;  and 
Libbie  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Benge,  of  Hillsdale 
County.  Growing  up  amid  the  associations  of 
their  youth,   the    brothers   and    sisters    have    all 


become  frugal,  self-reliant  and  industrious  citi- 
zens, and  not  one  in  the  family  ever  indulges  in 
the  use  of  liquor  or  tobacco. 

Our  subject  was  from  his  early  childhood  trained 
in  the  daily  round  of  farming  duties  and  readily 
acquired  a  thorough  and  practical  knowledge  of 
agriculture.  During  his  boyhood  he  assisted  his 
father  upon  the  old  homestead  and  also  received 
instruction  in  the  district  schools,  but,  a  man  of 
quick  discernment  and  keen  observation,  has  since 
added  largely  to  his  stock  of  knowledge  and  is 
mainly  self-educated.  When  onlj'  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  ambitiously  began  life  for  himself,  and 
worked  out  by  the  month  steadily  for  nine  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  time  Mr.  Hicks  had,  by 
hard  work  and  self-denial,  gradually  accumulated 
a  modest  capital  for  future  careful  investment. 

When  about  twenty-eight  years  of  age  Mr. 
Hicks  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hattie 
Crippen,  a  native  of  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  a 
lady  of  pleasing  presence  and  superior  ability. 
The  estimable  wife  of  our  subject  has  proved  a 
true  helpmate  and  possesses  the  esteem  of  a  wide 
circle  of  acquaintances.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hicks  at 
first  settled  on  rented  land,  which  Mr.  Hicks  culti- 
vated profitably  for  two  years,  and  then  decided 
to  remove  to  Berrien  County,  the  permanent  home 
of  the  family  since  1879.  In  1881,  our  subject 
purchased  a  half-interest  in  the  fine  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  fifteen  acres,  to  which  he  has  from 
that  period  given  his  entire  time  and  close  atten- 
tion, with  most  excellent  and  gratifying  results. 
The  broad  acreage,  brought  up  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  annually,  yields  a  bounteous  harvest 
of  golden  grain,  and  the  extensive  homestead,  with 
its  convenient  and  attractive  residence,  commodi- 
ous barns  and  other  improvements,  is  one  of  the 
most  valuable  pieces  of  farming  property  in  Bei-i 
rien  County.  The  happy  home  has  been  bright- 
ened with  the  presence  of  a  promising  son,  an 
only  child.  Ray  W.  Hicks,  now  eleven  years  old, 
a  manly  and  intelligent  little  lad,  is  the  pride  of 
his  parents. 

Mr.  Hicks  is  politically  no  partisan,  but  with 
impartiality  casts  his  vote  for  the  man  he  deems 
best  fitted  to  perform  the  duties  of  oflfice.  He  is 
ever  interested  in  all  matters  of  local  and  national 
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welfare  and,  a  liberal-spirited  citizen,  having  en- 
terprisingly made  his  own  way  in  life,  ably  assists 
in  the  progressive  advancement  of  his  locality  and 
is  numbered  among  the  reliable  and  substantial 
men  of  Berrien  County. 


^^ 


5^,E0RGE  C.  ROCKEY.     Among  the  success- 
II  fill  and  substantial  agriculturists  of  Royal- 

^^S)  ton  Township,  Berrien  County,  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  whose  desire  to  keep  out  of  the 
old  ruts,  as  well  as  his  adoption  of  new  and  im- 
proved methods,  has  brought  him  in  a  fair  share 
of  this  world's  goods.  He  ranks  among  the  ener- 
getic farmers  of  the  county,  and  his  success  is 
mainly  due  to  his  industry  and  the  attention  he 
has  ever  paid  to  each  minor  detail.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in  Franklin 
County  February  25,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  Caleb 
and  Martha  L.  (Robinson)  Rockey. 

Caleb  Rockey  was  born  in  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.,  September  12,  1803,  and  there  remained  until 
1830,  when  he  removed  to  Franklin  County,  Ohio. 
For  many  years  he  was  a  resident  of  that  State, 
but  m  September,  1867,  he  removed  to  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  and  here  passed  the  closing  scenes 
of  his  life.  Previous  to  settling  in  Michigan,  Mr. 
Rockey  liad  bought  land  in  Berrien  County,  and 
upon  locating  there  he  entered  actively  upon  his 
duties  as  a  farmer,  devoting  all  his  time  and  at- 
tention to  that  calling.  His  wife,  who  was  a  true 
helper,  not  only  to  her  husband  but  to  all  who 
came  within  her  influence,  was  born  May  24,  1803, 
and  died  November  17,  1872.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  as  follows;  Sarah  M.,  born 
February  13,1831;  Leah  O.,  February  13,1834; 
George  C,  our  subject;  and  Lemuel  R.,  born  No- 
vember 8,  1838.  The  mother  of  these  children 
was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  but  later  she  was  associated 
with  the  Latter-Day  Saints.  Grandfather  Rockey 
was  born  in  Germany  and  was  a  farmer  in  that 
country.  Grandfather  Robinson  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812. 


George  C.  Rockey,  the  third  in  order  of  birth 
of  the  above-mentioned  children,  was  reared  in 
Franklin  County,  Ohio,  and  supplemented  a  good 
practical  education,  received  in  the  common  schools, 
by  attending  Central  College,  where  he  remained 
four  terms.  Thus  equipped  with  a  good  education, 
he  started  out  to  fight  life's  battles  for  himself. 
Having  been  reared  as  a  farmer  by  his  father,  Mr. 
Rockey,  like  the  majority  of  boys,  has  since  fol- 
lowed in  his  ancestors'  footsteps.  He  is  now  one 
of  the  representative  men  of  the  county,  as  well  as 
one  of  its  most  thorough-going  agriculturists.  All 
his  farming  operations  are  conducted  in  a  manner 
showing  him  to  be  a  man  of  excellent  judgment. 

Mr.  Rockey  was  married  in  Auglaize  County, 
Ohio,  September  5,  1865,  to  Miss  Barbara  Koebel, 
who  was  also  born  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  June 
9,  1844.  Four  children  were  the  fruits  of  this 
union:  Samuel  C,  Edwin  L.  (deceased),  Leah  May 
(deceased),  and  Clyde  W.  In  September,  1867, 
Mr.  Rockey  removed  to  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
from  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  and  here,  he  has 
since  resided.  His  home  farm  is  located  seven 
miles  south  of  St.  Joseph,  and  consists  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres.  He  also  has  two  other  farms 
of  ninety  and  eighty-eight  acres  each.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Berrien  County  Anti-Horse  Thief 
Association,  and  in  politics  has  always  associated 
with  the  Democratic  party.  His  first  Presidential 
vote  was  cast  for  Douglas. 


OHN  HOUSE,  a  representative  and  highly- 
esteemed  citizen  of  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
has  prosperously  devoted  the  labor  of  his 
life  to  agricultural  duties,  and  now  resides 
upon  his  finely-cultivated  homestead  located  upon 
section  22,  Bertrand  Township.  Mr.  House  is  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  born  in  Perry 
County  July  4,  1832.  His  parents  were  P^phraim 
and  Mary  Scott  House.  The  father,  born  in  New 
Jersey,  was  of  German  descent.  The  mother  was 
of  English  nativity  and  crossed  the  ocean  with 
her  father  to  the  New  Wo^-ld  when  only  a  young 
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girl.  While  returning  to  the  Mother  Couutr}^  for 
the  other  members  of  his  family,  it  is  supposed  the 
father  was  killed,  as  he  was  never  heard  from 
again.  The  mother  of  Mr.  House  was  thus  left 
alone  in  the  United  States.  She  self-reliantl}^ 
cared  for  herself  until  her  marriage  to  Mr.  San- 
ders, by  whom  she  became  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren. She  subsequently  wedded  the  father  of 
our  subject  and  bore  him  fourteen  children.  The 
father  died  in  Pennsylvania  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two  years,  and  the  mother,  surviving,  journeyed 
to  Michigan,  and  was  four-score  years  of  age  when 
she  too  passed  away. 

John  House  was  the  eldest  child  of  the  second 
marriage  of  his  mother,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  received  his  education  in  the  primitive  schools 
of  thos^  early  days.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
until  his  marriage  in  1856,  at  which  date  he  was 
wedded  in  Snyder  County,  Pa.,  to  Miss  Catherine 
Krooker,  born  in  the  Quaker  State  and  of  German 
descent.  The  first  wife  of  our  subject  did  not 
survive  her  marriage  many  years,  but  lived  to  be- 
come the  mother  of  two  sons:  Wilson  and  Jona- 
than. Some  time  after  her  death,  Mr.  House  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  P]lizabeth  Limbert, 
also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Four  children 
blessed  the  second  marriage.  Mary  and  Sarah  are 
deceased;  John  Edward  and  Lawrence  F.  survive. 
Immediately  following  his  first  marriage  our  sub- 
ject removed  to  the  West  and  located  in  Pulaski 
County,  Ind.,  which  he  made  his  residence  about 
seven  months.  At  the  expiration  of  this  brief  time 
he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and  for  twelve  years 
industriously  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  of  his  na- 
tive Slate. 

Realizing  the  larger  opportunities  of  the  farther 
West,  Mr.  House  again  left  his  early  home,  and, 
journeying  to  Michigan,  located  permanently  in 
Berrien  County.  He  at  first  settled  on  a  rented 
farm,  and  later,  in  1880,  purchased  the  fine  home- 
stead of  two  hundred  acres  to  which  he  finally 
removed  with  his  family  in  1883.  One  hundred 
and  sixtj'  acres  of  the  pleasantly  located  farm  have 
been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  the 
productive  sdil  annuall}^  yielding  a  large  harvest. 
Being  much  troubled  with  rheumatism,  our  sub- 
ject a  short  time  since  rented  his  farm  and  now 


allows  himself  needed  rest  and  recreation,  richly 
earned  b}'  many  years  of  unceasing  care  and  busy 
industry.  Mr.  House  has  never  been  a  politician, 
but  he  has  always  taken  an  interest  in  local  and 
national  affairs  and  is  an  advocate  of  true  Democ- 
racy. Throughout  his  career  a  kind  friend,  gen- 
erous neighbor  and  excellent  citizen,  he  enjoys^the 
regard  and  confidence  of  the  entire  community  of 
Bertrand  Township. 


•4 


m>-^^<^ 


NDRp]W  J.  CAROTHERS,  a  prominent 
citizen    of    Buchanan,    Berrien    Count}-, 

//  14'  Mich.,  and  the  popular  proprietor  of  the 
^  Hotel  Earl,  a  fine  brick  building  of  three 

stories,  containing  twenty-four  pleasant  and  airy 
rooms,  offers  to  the  traveling  public  superior  ac- 
commodations and  excellent  board,  and,  established 
in  his  present  quarters  since  1890,  has  received  a 
large  and  rapidly  extending  custom.  Mr.  Caroth- 
ers  is  a  native  of  Mishawaka,  Ind.,  and  was  born 
December  9,  1845.  His  father,  John  A.  Carothers, 
emigrated  with  his  parents  from  his  native  land, 
Scotland,  to  America  when  a  child,  and  settled  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  received  his  education 
and  attained  to  manhood.  Bound  out  to  a  hatter, 
he  acquired  the  trade,  and,  beginning  life  for  him- 
self, went  to  Indiana,  where  he  received  employ- 
ment. In  this  latter  State  he  worked  at  his  tiade 
as  a  hatter,  but  was  a  machinist  as  well  and  a  man 
of  energetic  industry.  In  1852  he  journeyed  to 
Colorado,  in  which  State  he  died  in  1861.  The 
mother,  Emily  (Martin)  Carothers,  made  her  home 
in  Michigan  after  her  husband  went  West,  and 
died  in  Berrien  County.  She  was  a  most  estima- 
ble woman  and  the  mother  of  four  children:  An- 
drew J.;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Stewart  Bell,  of  Iowa; 
Lavina  A.,  wife  of  William.  Pitts,  of  Kansas;  and 
George  W.,  deceased.  The  father  had  been  twice 
married,  and  by  his  first  wife  had  three  children: 
William,  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania;  John  A.,  a 
citizen  of  Illinois;  and  Jennie. 

Our  subject,  essentiallj^  a  self-reliant  and  self- 
made  man,  enjoyed  limited  opportunities  for  in- 
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struction  in  Indiana  and  Chicago,  III.,  but  early 
became  a  bread-winner.  When  about  nine  years 
of  age  his  motlier  died  and,  the  eldest  of  the  young 
orphans,  Andrew  J.  found  his  way  to  Chicago 
while  in  his  tenth  year.  He  remained  in  the 
Western  metropolis  until  he  was  nearly  fourteen 
years  old,  when  he  returned  to  South  Bend,  Ind., 
and  was  variously  employed  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  War.  At  this  juncture  young 
Carothers,  aged  seventeen,  enlisted  in  Company 
K,  P^ighty-seventh  Indiana  Infantry,  but  was  not 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  until 
transferred  as  a  teamster  to  a  Government  trans- 
portation attached  to  Gen.  Davidson's  cavalry 
command,  and  engaged  principally  at  DuvalTs 
Bluff,  Ark.  Our  subject  was  employed  as  carrier 
between  Gens.  Steele  and  Davidson,  his  route  be- 
ing from  Duvall's  Bluff  to  Little  Rock.  The  po- 
sition which  he  occupied  was  one  constantly  sur- 
rounded by  danger,  and  Mr.  Carothers  in  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  responsible  duties  en- 
countered many  thrilling  adventures  and  hair- 
breadth escapes  from  capture  or  death.  He  was  lit- 
erally between  two  fires,  and  was  not  only  exposed 
to  Confederate  attacks,  but  in  the  darkness  at 
times  was  liable  to  be  shot  by  the  soldiers  of  his 
own  party.  On  account  of  failing  health  he  was, 
after  some  time,  discharged  from  the  service,  and, 
returning  to  his  former  home,  visited  among 
friends,  relatives  and  acquaintances  for  a  few 
months. 

A  second  time  enlisting  in  the  service  of  the 
Union,  our  subject  entered  Company  H,  Twelfth 
Indiana  Cavalry,  as  bugler,  and  actively  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Nashville,  Franklin, 
Stevenson,  Wilkinson's  Pike  and  many  other 
hot  fights,  and  in  all  took  part  in  twenty-two 
engagements,  being  once  struck  by  a  spent  ball, 
which  knocked  him  over  without  inflicting  any 
wound.  Upon  the  22d  of  November,  1865,  hon- 
orably discharged  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  and  mus- 
tered out  at  Indianapolis,  Mr.  Carothers  again 
sought  his  childhood  home  and  located  in  Indiana, 
his  permanent  residence  until  1874.  He  left  the 
army  without  means,  and  obtaining  employment 
in  his  native  State  as  a  carpenter,  pursued  that 
trade  for  about  nine  years.     In    1874  he  engaged 


in  business  in  Buchanan,  and  in  1890  became  the 
proprietor  of  the  Hotel  Earl,  favorably  known  to 
many  transient  guests  and  the  local  pulilic. 

In  1866  Andrew  J.  Carothers  and  Miss  Jennie 
Barr,  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  were  united  in  marriage. 
The  estimable  wife  of  our  subject  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Saul  T.  and  Electa  (Button)  Barr,  of  New 
York  State.  The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.» 
Carothers  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five 
children.  Nettie  died  at  the  age  of  six  years;  Jen- 
nie J.  was  the  second  in  orcjer  of  birth;  Eddie  is 
deceased;  Nettie  E.  was  the  fourth  child  of  the 
family;  and  Grace  E.  is  the  youngest-born.  Mr. 
Carothers  affiliates  with  Lodge  No.  78,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Buchanan.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  much  enjoys  the  re- 
unions of  the  order.  Politicall}^,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  matters  of 
mutual  welfare,  local  and  national.  He  is  a  friend 
to  educational  advancement  and  is  ever  ready  to 
assist  in  progressive  enterprises  tending  to  the 
public  good.  A  liberal-spirited  citizen,  our  sub- 
ject is  numbered  among  the  substantial  men  of 
Buchanan,  and  with  his  worthy  wife  enjoys  the 
high  regard  of  a  wide  acquaintance. 


^^^l 


B> 


•H 


1.^ 


eHARLES  M.  BABCOCK,  an  enterprising 
general  agriculturist  and  extensive  wheat- 
grower  of  Sod  us  Township,  Berrien  County, 
has  passed  his  life  from  early  boj'-hood  in  the  State 
of  Michigan,  and  during  the  entire  period  of  his 
residence  here  has  made  his  home  within  the  limits 
of  the  township.  He  was  born  July  17,  1852,  in 
Noble  County,  Ind.,  but  has  fornearl}^  thirty  years 
been  identified  with  the  changing  scenes  of  Berrien 
County,  where  he  is  now  spending  his  days  of 
honored  and  busy  usefulness.  The  parents  of  Mr. 
Babcock  died  when  he  was  a  few  weeks  old,  and 
then  the  helpless  little  one  was  given  into  the  ten- 
der care  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erastus  Harlow,  who  were 
to  him  as  parents.  The  Harlows  at  that  time  lived 
in  Indiana,  and  it  was  not  until  Charles  was  twelve 
years  of  age  that  they  removed  to  Michigan.    Our 
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subject  attended  the  district  schools  of  Wayne 
Township,  Noble  County,  Ind.,  and  aided  his  fos- 
ter parents  in  the  daily  round  of  agricultural  work 
incidental  to  the  life  of  a  farmer  boy.  He  was 
apt  and  intelligent,  and  in  every  possible  manner 
repaid  with  grateful  affection  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harlow.  When  the  family  came  to  Mich- 
igan, Charles,  who  was  the  only  child  in  the  home, 
attended  the  schools  of  Sodus  Township  and  added 
still  further  to  the  stock  of  knowledge  previously 
gained. 

It  was  in  1864  that  the  Harlows  settled  in  the 
township,  where  the  father  purchased  land  and 
erected  a  fine  and  commodious  residence,  substan- 
tial barns  and  other  improvements.  Until  he  was 
twenty  years  of  age  our  subject  spent  the  winter 
months  in  study,  the  spring,  summer  and  fall  in 
work  upon  the  Harlow  homestead,  but  at  this  age 
he  gave  his  entire  attention  to  farming.  In  1873 
Mr.  Babcock  purchased  fifty  acres  of  land  adjoin- 
ing the  farm  of  Mr.  Harlow,  and  with  industrious 
energy  and  unflagging  ambition  began  life  for  him- 
self. After  a  time  the  failing  health  of  Mr.  Har- 
low made  it  necessary  for  our  subject  to  again  re- 
turn to  the  care  of  the  old  homestead, and  in  1889 
he  received  full  charge  of  the  lands,  which  he 
profitably  managed  until  the  death  of  his  true 
friend  and  fatiier,  Mr.  Harlow,  who  passed  to  his 
rest  respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  June  9,  1891. 
In  the  mean  time  Mrs.  Hailow,  a  most  estimable 
Christian  lady,  had  died  two  years  previously,  and 
our  subject  was  bequeathed  by  the  will  of  Mr.  Har- 
low all  of  his  lands  and  property.  Without  any 
delay  Mr.  Babcock  at  once  came  into  possession 
of  all  property,  personal  and  real,  which  had 
formerly  belonged  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harlow,  and  has 
since  resided  upon  the  old  home  farm,  which  yields 
annually  an  abundant  harvest  of  wiieat,  to  the  cul- 
tivation  of  which  grain  the  fertile  fields  are  mainly 
devoted. 

In  October,  1876,  Charles  Babcock  and  Miss  Em- 
ily Stewart  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Babcock 
was  the  daughter  of  John  Stewart,  a  well-known 
and  old-time  resident  of  Pipestone  Township.  Two 
daughters  and  three  sons  have  brightened  the 
home  with  their  cheerful  presence,  and  four  of  the 
little    ones   yet   survive,     Eflfie    died  in  early  in- 


fancy; Erastus  Harlow,  named  in  honor  of  the  be- 
loved foster  father,  is  the  eldest  son;  John  S., 
Edwin  M.  and  Grace  complete  the  list  of  the  chil- 
dren who  yet  gather  about  the  family  fireside.  Our 
subject  is  not  identified  with  any  church  or  de- 
nomination. Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of 
ColomsL  I^odge  No.  144,  of  Coloma,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  National  Providence  Union,  and  also 
belongs  to  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  located  in 
Sodus  Township.  Mr.  Babcock  is,  politically,  a 
Republican,  and  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  party. 
He  occupied  with  ability  the  ofl^ce  of  Drainage 
Commissioner,  and,  a  man  of  efficiency  and  excel- 
lent judgment,  is  among  the  citizens  of  the  town- 
ship who  may  be  depended  upon  to  assist  liberally 
in  all  matters  of  mutual  welfare  and  enterprise. 
Our  subject,  his  accomplished  wife,  sons  and 
daughter  worthily  fill  positions  of  useful  influence 
and  possess  the  high  regard  and  sincere  friendship 
of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintance. 


\Tr^.  J.  TUTTLE,  an    enterprising  general  agri- 

llUr^    culturist    and    able    citizen    of    Pipestone 

tii  Ji    Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  was  born 

February  2,  1828,  in  Portage  Count3 ,  Ohio. 

The  paternal  grandfather,   Moses    Tuttle,  born   in 

Connecticut    April  8,   1763,   was    married    in    the 

State  of  his  nativity  and  later    removed  with    his 

family  to  Ohio,  in    1807  settling   on    a    farm    in 

Portage  County.     The  father  of   our   subject.  La 

P'ayette  Tuttle,  was    born   in   the  old  Connecticut 

home  and  accompanied  his  parents  to  Ohio,  where 

the  grandfather  kept  a  public-house  and  was  num- 

l3ered  among  the    pioneers   of    the    Western   Re- 

I   serve.     A    man   of    energy,  he  was  a   brickmaker 

I   and    wagon    manufacturer,  and   brewed,  distilled, 

I   and   conducted  farming.     Surrounded  by  the  In- 

'    dians,    he    would    frequently    take    his    gun    and 

I   Bible  as  companions  as  he  watched  his  crops.     He 

I   and  hi^  good   wife  Abigail  became  the  parents  of 

I   seventeen  children.     Of  the  large  family  of  sisters 

I   and   brothers  two   sons  3^et    survive;    Dr.   C.    K. 
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Tuttle,  residing  in  Chicago, a  practicing  physician; 
and  Isaac,  a  citizen  of  Portage  County,  Ohio.  The 
grand i'ather,  a  man  of  patriotism  and  courage,  ac- 
tively particii)ated  in    the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Rebecca  (White) 
Tuttle,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
born  near  Pittsburgh  JNIarch  12,  1798.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  .John  White,  a  man  of  sterling  in- 
tegrity of  character.  The  maternal  grandparents 
were  married  in  Pennsylvania,  but  afterward  re- 
moved to  Ohio,  from  that  time  their  permanent 
home.  Grandfather  AYhitc  died  October  24,  1848; 
his  wife  survived  until  April  15,  1857.  The  follow- 
ing children  blessed  their  home:  Alvah,  born  in 
1821;  Melinda,  in  1823;  our  subject  and  twin 
brother,  Riley  J.,  born  in  1828;  Philena,  in  1830; 
Marcus,  in  1837;  and  Elijah,  in  1840.  The  ma- 
ternal grandparents  weie  devout  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  were  beloved  by 
all  who  knew  them.  Reared  on  his  father's  farm, 
our  subject  attended  the  district  school  and  also 
enjoyed  the  benefit  of  instiuction  in  an  academy. 
He  remained  at  home  while  his  father  lived,  and 
was  appointed  administrator  of  the  estate,  con- 
sisting of  a  farm  of  three  hundred  acres,  a  saw 
and  grist  mill  combined,  and  a  blacksmith  shop 
for  edged  tools.  The  sale  lasted  three  days,  and 
Mr.  Tuttle  satisfactoril)'  settled  the  family  affairs 
with  the  Probate  Judge.  Nine  lengths  of  foolscap 
paper  were  used  in  the  necessary  enumeration  of 
property  and  in  legal  phrases. 

Soon  after  our  subject  had  attained  his  major- 
ity he  was  elected  Constable,  and  for  some  years 
was  an  auctioneer,  and  also  carried  on  the  old 
Ohio  homestead.  He  taught  nine  terms  of  win- 
ter school  and  was  ever  busy,  industrious  and  en- 
terprising. November  12,  1850,  Mr.  Tuttle  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Susan  M.  Hull,  a 
daughter  of  Gilbert  and  Abigail  (Harris)  Hull. 
Mr.  Hull  was  born  in  Chester  Township,  Windham 
County,  Conn.,  October  24,  1794.  The  mother, 
also  a  native  of  Connecticut,  was  born  in  Smith- 
field  Township,  Rhoda  County,  November  9, 1800. 
They  were  married  in  New  York  May  31,  1819. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hull  were  pioneers  of  Portage  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  where  they  passed  away,  the  father  in 
1880,  and  the  mother  March  25, 1892.     They  were 


the  parents  of  ten  children,  three  of  whom  sur- 
vive: Mary,  Edwin  and  Susan  M.  Father  and 
Mother  Hull  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Churcli  and,  together  with  the  parents  of 
our  subject,  were  among  the  organizers  of  the  first 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Portage  County, 
Ohio.  The  Hull  family  were  natural  musicians, 
and  the  father  was  a  chorister  in  the  church.  He 
was  a  brave  man  and  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  a  pensioner  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Mrs.  Tuttle  was  born  September  7,  1829, 
in  the  old  Portage  County  home. 

For  some  time  after  their  marriage  our  subject 
and  his  estimable  wife  resided  in  Ohio,  but  in 
1854  they  journeyed  to  Michigan  and  located  in 
Ionia  County,  upon  a  new  farm  six  miles  south 
of  Ionia.  In  the  fall  of  1855  they  returned  to 
Ohio,  but  three  years  later,  in  the  fall  of  1858, 
came  to  this  county  and,  purchasing  their  pres- 
ent farm,  settled  upon  it  January  14,  1859.  The 
eighty  acres  were  partially  cleared  and  now  are 
all  under  fine  cultivation.  Mr.  Tuttle  built  a 
pleasant  residence  and  added  other  needed  im- 
provements, planting  out  an  orchard  of  a  choice 
variety  of  fruit.  He  does  mixed  farming  and 
profitably  handles  grain  and  stock.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  our  subject  took  out  a  license  as  an 
auctioneer  in  Michigan,  and  in  making  returns  to 
the  Revenue  Collector  was  told  that  he  had  sold 
more^  than  twice  as  many  goods  as  any  other  man 
in  the  business.  He  also  taught  two  terms  of 
school. 

Six  of  the  ten  children  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tuttle  are  now  living.  Emma  A.,  born  March  6, 
1852,  the  wife  of  Russell  J.  Ridenour,  has  one 
child  and  lives  in  Berrien  County;  Mary  G.  M., 
born  April  6,  1854,  wife  of  F.  J.  Ward,  is  the 
mother  of  three  children  and  resides  in  Berrien 
Springs;  Lafayette,  born  March  28,  1860,  mar- 
ried Alice  Jenkins  and  is  a  citizen  of  Berrien 
County  and  the  father  of  three  children;  Simp- 
son G.,  born  February  7,  1862,  married  Ida 
Shoudy  and  makes  his  home  in  Pipestone  Town- 
ship; Linneus  F.,  born  June  7,  1863,  married  Isella 
Hogue  and  lives  in  Oronoko  Township;  M\'rtie 
M.,  born  July  4,  1872,  is  the  wife  of  Frederick 
Fvap/,  m^  resides  in  Pipestope  Town^ship.     The 


872 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


family  attend  the  Wesley  an  Methodist  Church, 
and  Mr.  Tuttle  is  especially  active  in  the  work 
of  that  religious  denomination.  He  was  Super- 
intendent of  the  first  Sunda3^-school  organized  at 
KsLU  Claire,  Mich.,  and,  aside  from  being  Super- 
intendent, has  been  a  teaclier,  clerk  and  Treas- 
urer in  the  Sunda3^-school.  He  was  also  a  Class- 
Leader  in  the  church.  Our  subject  is  opposed  to 
secret  organizations  and  never  belonged  to  an^^ 
He  was  Director  of  the  school  district  when  the 
first  brick  schoolhouse  was  built  in  the  county, 
and  lias  been  active  in  educational  matters  ever 
since  his  residence  in  the  Stale.  He  gave  his  chil- 
dren a  good  education,  and  his  eldest  daughter 
taught  school  for  a  number  of  terms. 

For  many  years  our  subject  affiliated  with  the 
Democrats,  but  is  now  a  Prohibitionist,  and,  an 
active  worker,  is  often  a  delegate  of  the  latter 
party  to  conventions.  Mr.  Tuttle  has  with  effici- 
ency discharged  the  duties  of  Constable  of  his 
native  township,  and  was  one  of  the  valued  Su- 
pervisors of  Pipestone  Township  in  1859  and 
1860.  Elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  he  served  with 
ability  for  a  time  and  then  resigned  the  office. 
Recognized  as  a  man  of  executive  ability,  our 
subject  was  Chairman  of  every  meeting  but  one 
held  to  aid  the  railroad  through  the  township, 
and  has  always  been  foremost  in  progressive  move- 
ments of  the  locality.  He  lias  been  a  stanch  ad- 
vocate of  the  Prohibition  party  ever  since  the 
third  vote  was  cast  for  it  in  the  county,  and,  a 
citizen  of  decided  views  and  sterling  integrity, 
is  widely  known  for  his  upright  character  and 
earnest  purpose. 


I^H^^I 


-^1 


SDWARD  L.  CROMER.  Prominent  among 
the  successful  fruit-growers  and  wide-a- 
wake agriculturists  of  Berrien  County,  Ed- 
ward L.  Cromer  takes  foremost  rank.  Like  many 
of  the  representative  men  of  the  county,  he  claims 
New  York  as  his  native  State,  his  birth  occurring 
in  Wayne  County  October  30,  1842.  His  par- 
ents, Van  Ransler  and  Mary  (Hyde)  Cromer,  were 


originally  from  the  Empire  State,  the  father's 
birth  occurring  in  1817.  The  grandfather,  Christ 
John  Cromer,  was  also  a  product  of  New  York  soil, 
and  a  Mohawk  Dutchman.  The  latter  came  to 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  about  1840,  and  was  among 
the  first  settlers.  There  his  death  occurred  in 
1873,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-three.  All  his 
life  he  had  followed  the  carpenter's  trade. 

VanRansler  Cromer  left  his  native  State  in  1844, 
and  came  W^est  to  Michigan,  locating  near  St. 
Joseph,  Berrien  County.  From  there  he  moved  to 
Mound  City,  Mo.,  in  1883,  and  there  he  resides  at 
the  present  time.  His  wife  is  still  living,  and  al- 
though seventj^-one  years  of  age  is  still  enjoying 
comparatively  good  health.  Of  the  eleven  chil- 
dren born  to  them,  four  sons  and  seven  daugh- 
ters, six  are  now  living:  Maria,  Edward  L.,  Delia, 
George,  Fred  and  Amanda.  The  father  is  a  man 
of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  has  ever  been 
industrious  and  enterprising. 

The  original  of  this  notice,  the  second  in  order 
of  birth  of  the  above-mentioned  children,  was  but 
two  years  of  age  when  his  parents  moved  to  Mich- 
igan, and  as  a  consequence  all  his  recollections  are 
of  this  State.  His  scholastic  training  was  re- 
ceived in  the  common  schools,  but  was  rather  lim- 
ited, as  at  an  early  age  he  was  obliged  to  assist  his 
father  on  the  farm.  On  the  11th  of  August,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  1,  Nineteenth  Michigan 
Infantry,  to  fight  for  his  country,  and  during  the 
battle  of  Spring  Hill,  Tenn.,  in  March,  1863,  he  was 
shot  through  the  knee  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  almost  a  cripple.  He  was  conveyed  to  a  hos- 
pital at  Nashville,  and  there  remained  for  six 
weeks.  From  there  he  was  sent  to  Louisville,  Ky., 
was  in  the  hospital  at  that  place  for  three  months, 
and  on  the  11th  of  July,  1863,  was  discharged. 

Returning  to  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  he  re- 
mained there  until  1873,  when  he  went  to  Jack- 
son, Mich.,  and  hired  out  as  brakeman  on  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad,  running  from  Jackson 
to  Michigan  City.  After  following  that  business 
for  one  year  he  returned  to  his  farm  in  Berrien 
County,  and  here  he  has  since  resided.  He  is  en- 
terprising and  progressive,  and  in  everything  re- 
lating to  farming  and  fruit-growing  is  well  posted. 
His   farm   of  twenty  acres  is  situated  four  and  a^ 
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half  miles  south  of  St.  Joseph,  and  is  one  of  the 
best  kept,  and  best  im})roved  pla(3es  in  that  section: 
Everything  about  it  is  neat  and  attractive  and 
shows  the  owner  to  be  a  man  of  judgment  and 
sound  sense. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  1870,  Mr.  Cromer  was 
married  to  Miss  Ida  Adelaide  Philebare,  a  native  j 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  two  children,  Cora  M.,  wife 
of  Thomas  King,  and  Josephine  H.,  were  the  fruits 
of  this  union.  Mr.  Cromer  is  a  popular  and  in- 
fluential citizen,  and  has  held  numerous  local 
offices,  having  been  Drain  Commissioner  two  years, 
Townslnp  Treasurer  two  years,  Township  Clerk 
two  years,  and  he  is  now  serving  his  fourth  year  as 
Supervisor.  He  was  formerly  a  Republican  in 
[K>litics,  but  since  (icn.  (irant's  tirst  term  he  has 
been  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Democratic  prin- 
cii)les.  Mis  |)arents  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  but  although  a  liberal  contribu- 
tor to  all  worthy  enterprises,  Mr.  Cromer  is  not  a 
member  of  any  church.  His  great-grandfather 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 


4_ORACE  TABOR,  in  1891  and  1892  Treas- 
urer of  Sodus  Township,  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  is  a  leading  agriculturist  and  an  en- 
ergetic and  enterprising  citizen,  taking  an 
active  interest  in  the  growth  and  progress  of  the 
county  in  which  he  was  born,  December  8,  1848. 
The  birthplace  of  our  subject  was  Bain  bridge  Town- 
ship, where,  in  the  very  early  days  in  the  history 
of  the  State,  his  father,  Wallace  Tabor,  had  located, 
and  for  many  years  cultivated  the  land  of  the 
well-known  Tabor  homestead.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents reared  their  family  in  the  Empire  State 
and  were  numbered  among  the  prominent  residents 
and  agriculturists  of  Onondaga  County,  in  which 
part  of  New  York  their  son  Wallace  was  born. 
An  earnest  and  self-reliant  youth,  full  of  hope  and 
courage,  he  journeyed  to  Michigan  when  only  a 
mere  boy,  and  was  not  eighteen  years  old  when  he 
received  employment  in  Chicago,  where  he  worked 
in  a  brickyard  and  assisted   in   manufacturing  the 


brick  for  the  first  brick  hotel  erected  in  that  city. 
He  later  made  his  permanent  home  in  Michigan 
and  was  a  leader  among  the  sturdy  pioneers  of 
1SS3,  through  whose  earnest  efforts  the  State 
has  so  rapidly  advanced  to  a  proud  position  among 
its  sister  States. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Julia  (McKeyes)  Ta- 
bor, was  a  woman  of  high  worth  and  noble  char- 
acter, and  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Har- 
riet McKeyes,  New  England  people  and  early  set- 
tlers of  Berrien  County.  The  father  and  mother 
were  married  in  Michigan,  and  here  reared  their 
family,  of  whom  our  subject,  Horace,  was  the  fourth 
in  order  of  birth.  When  live  years  of  age  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Sod  us  Township,  where  he  attended 
the  common  school  and  obtained  his  primary  edu- 
cation. He  worked  on  the  farm  for  his  father 
from  boyhood,  and  in  the  fall  of  1869,  shortly  be- 
fore attaining  his  majority,  entered  the  State  Nor- 
mal School  at  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  and  enjoyed  the 
benefit  of  instruction  throughout  the  fall  and  winter 
terms  of  1869,  1870  and  1871.  After  completing 
his  studies,  Mr.  Tabor  returned  home  and  taught 
school  for  three  terms  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood, and  also  taught  one  term  in  Berrien  Town- 
ship. Between  the  terms  of  school  he  assisted 
upon  the  farm  and  passed  a  life  of  busy  industry. 
In  1874  he  bought  forty  acres  of  land,  to  which 
he  has  since  added  other  tracts  from  time  to  time, 
industriously  bringing  the  entire  acreage  up  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Tabor  also  owns  in 
Pipestone  Township  one  hundred  and    five  acres. 

One  hundred  and  forty-five  acres  of  the  farm 
are  most  deiightfull}^  located,  commanding  a  beau- 
tiful vievr,  and  are  finely  improved  with  substan- 
tial and  attractive  buildings,  among  the  best  in 
the  county.  February  18,  1879,  Horace  Tabor 
and  Miss  Maggie  Morton  were  united  in  marriage. 
Mrs.  Tabor  was  the  daughter  of  Silas  and  Deborah 
Morton,  natives  of  Canada,  who  made  their  home 
in  Michigan  in  1870.  They  were  highly  esteemed 
by  all  who  knew  them  and  passed  to  their  rest 
mourned  by  many  friends.  Four  children  have 
been  born  unto  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife. 
One  died  in  infancy;  Roscoe,  Lydia  and  Walter 
survive  and  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tabor  are  both   valued  members  of  the 
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Methodist  P^piscopal  Church,  and  are  active  in 
good  work.  Fraternally,  our  subject  is  connected 
with  the  National  Providence  Union.  Politically, 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  held  with  able  effi- 
ciency the  oiiices  of  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tabor  are  prominently  associated  in 
the  social  and  religious  enterprises  of  their  local- 
ity, and  enjoy   the   regard   of  a  host  of   friends. 


»^> 


//^^EORGE  LUTHER,  an  energetic  citizen  and 
^^^  a  long-time  resident  of  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan, is  now  a  successful  general  agricul- 
turist and  stock-raiser  of  Weesaw  Township,  Ber- 
rien County.  A  native  of  Germany,  Mr.  Luther 
has  by  self-reliant  industry  won  his  upward  way 
in  life,  and,  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  commands 
the  esteem  of  the  community  in  whose  public 
work  he  shares,  ever  generously  aiding  in  all 
matters  of  mutual  welfare.  The  parents  of  our 
subject,  George  Adam  and  Anna  Barbara  (Ceiller) 
Luther,  were  also  natives  of  the  Fatherland,  as  had 
been  numerous  generations  of  their  forefathers. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  Mathias  Ceiller,  was 
an  honest  and  hard-working  man,  faithful  to  his 
duties  as  a  husband,  father  and  citizen  of  the 
German  p]mpire.  The  parents  spent  their  en- 
tire lives  in  their  native  land  and  reared  their 
children  up  to  habits  of  thrifty  industry.  The 
humble  home  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four 
sons  and  three  daughters,  who  attended  the  free 
schools  of  Germany  and  gained  a  common-school 
education  in  the  practical  branches  of  study.  As 
the  children  grew  up  to  mature  years  the  sons  as- 
sisted the  father,  while  the  daughters  were  trained 
in  the  ways  of  the  household. 

George,  our  subject  and  the  eldest  of  the  fam- 
ily, was  born  August  28,  1836,  and  had  attained 
to  manhood  some  years  before  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica. From  his  childhood  he  had  looked  upon  the 
world  beyond  the  sea  as  a  land  of  promise,  and 
veali25ed  the  greater  advantages  enjoyed   by  the 


citizens  of  a  republic.  Delayed,  however,  by  one 
circumstance  and  another,  Mr.  Luther  had  reached 
his  twenty-eighth  year  before  he  embarked  for 
the  United  States.  He  had  in  the  mean  time,  as  was 
the  custom  of  the  country,  served  in  the  Prussian 
army  as  a  soldier,  and  after  six  years  of  service  was 
discharged.  It  was  ou\y  a  brief  time  after  this 
that  he  bade  adieu  to  his  family  and  friends,  and, 
crossing  the  Atlantic,  landed  safely  in  1864  in 
New  York.  From  the  great  metropolis  our  sub- 
ject soon  found  his  way  to  Michigan  and  located 
in  Niles,  where  he  obtained  immediate  employ- 
ment as  a  laborer  upon  the  railroad.  For  twelve 
years  he  continued  a  resident  of  this  "part  of  Ber- 
rien County,  and,  as  he  prospered,  invested  in 
town  property  in  Niles  and  made  for  himself  a 
pleasant  home. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Luther,  in  1864,  was  united 
in  marriage  w4th  Miss  Christina  Urban,  a  native 
of  Germany  and  a  most  estimable  woman.  Three 
manly  sons  have  brightened  the  home  and  glad- 
dened the  hearts  of  the  parents:  Frederick,  George 
C.  t^nd  William  August.  Our  subject  and  his 
good  wife  are  worthy  members  of  a  church-  in 
Galien  Township,  and  were  connected  with  the 
parish  of  St.  John,  in  Niles.  They  have  brought 
up  their  family  to  the  observance  of  religious  du- 
ties, and,  giving  them  an  opportunity^  to  acquire 
an  education,  have  well  fitted  them  for  the  battle 
of  life. 

In  1876  Mr.  Luther  decided  to  engage  in  farm- 
ing and  traded  his  town  property  for  forty  acres 
in  the  woods  of  Berrien  County.  In  a  brief  time, 
however,  the  land  presented  a  changed  appear- 
ance, and  with  forty  additional  acres  all  cleared 
of  the  heavy  timber,  the  eighty-acre  homestead, 
brought  up  to  a  high  state  of  productiveness  and 
finely  improved  with  excellent  and  commodious 
buildings,  is  one  of  the  best  pieces  of  farming 
property  in  this  part  of  Berrien  County,  and  ie 
located  four  and  a-half  miles  northwest  of  Galien. 
Mr.  Luther  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  politically  is  a  Re- 
publican, casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln.  While  never  aspiring  to  po- 
litical office,  our  subject  is  intelligently  posted  on 
ftll  issues  of  the  day,  local  and   national,     Bring- 
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ing  to  his  adopted  country  the  sterling  character- 
istics of  enterprise,  energy  and  thrifty  industry, 
he  is  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  true  American 
citizen. 


_o?3 


~o^:> 


«^#^- 


r5o~ 


\fr^RANKLlN  GOWDY,  a  leading  citizen  and 
i|-W|g()  prominent  general  agriculturist  and  fruit- 
[j^  grower  of  New  Buffalo  Township,  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  is  well  known  and  highW  esteemed, 
and  has  occupied  with  distinction  most  of  the 
township  offices,  ever  giving  to  public  duty  the 
faithful  consideration  demanded,  and  discharging 
every  trust  reposed  in  him  with  able  efficienc3\ 
Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  born  on  March  5,  1831.  His  parents, 
Elam  and  Lucy  (Stroud)  Gowd}^  were  long-time 
residents  of  the  p]mpire  State,  but  the  father,  a 
native  New  Englander,  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
October  20,  1788. 

The  paternal  grandfather,  John  Gowdy,  was 
also  born  in  Connecticut,  in  1760.  He  was  an  elo- 
quent Baptist  divine,  and  served  bravely  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Surviving 
to  reach  his  ninety-fourth  year,  he  died  at  the  resi- 
dence of  his  son  Elam  in  1854,  in  Batavia,  Kane 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  had  passed  the  latter  years 
of  his  life,  tenderly  cared  for  by  the  father  and 
mother  of  our  subject.  Elam  Gowd^^  was  a  man  of 
energy  and  enterprise.  Discerning  the  larger  op- 
portunites  of  the  West,  he  removed  from  New  York 
to  Illinois  in  1852  and  settled  in  Kane  County, 
which  he  made  his  home  for  a  period  of  twelve 
years. 

In  1864,  Mr.  Gowdy  came  to  Michigan,  then  a 
venerable  man,  and  three  years  later,  in  1870,  pass- 
ed away,  aged  eighty-two  years.  His  good  wife, 
who  was  born  in  Vermont  August  19,  1798,  sur- 
vived her  beloved  husband  and  companion  five 
years  and  died  in  Berrien  County  in  1875.  Elam 
and  Lucy  Gowdy  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Franklin  was  the  seventh  in 
order  of  birth.  Reared  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
he  gained  his  edvication  in  the  district  schools  of 

43 


his  birthplace,  and  later  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Illinois,  remaining  with  his  father  and  mother 
until  1862,  when  with  his  family  he  settled  in  Ber- 
rien County,  Mich. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  in  the  State 
of  New  York  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Millard,  a  native 
6f  Allegany  Count3^  The  wedding  took  place 
October  5,  1856,  at  the  residence  of  the  bride's 
parents,  William  C.  and  Polly  (Ripenbark)  Millard. 
The  father  and  mother  of  Mrs.  Gowdy  were  well- 
known  and  highly  esteemed  residents  of  Allegany 
County  and  were  of  English  and  Welsh  ancestry. 
Both  the  paternal  and  maternal  grandfathers  were 
men  of  note.  Grandfather  Ripenbark  fought 
with  gallant  courage  in  the  War  of  1812,  while 
Great-grand  father  Sears  served  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution.  The  union  of  our  subject  and  his 
estimable  wife  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight 
children,  five  of  whom  are  living,  as  follows: 
LunaG.,  the  wife  of  John  B.  Streed,  an  attorney  in 
Cambridge,  111.;  Frank  M.,  a  successful  physician 
in  New  Buffalo;  Herbert  W.  B.;  Mary  Elnora;  and 
Bessie.  The  deceased  were,  Elizabeth,  Cora  and 
Lillie. 

The  maternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
John  Stroud,  was  a  man  of  great  strength  of  char 
acter  and  steadfast  resolution.  He  served  with 
Washington  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  and 
afterward  made  his  home  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  where  the  maternal  grandfather,  John  Stroud, 
Jr.,  was  born,  and  at  a  good  old  age  died.  The 
Strouds  were  people  of  position  in  New  England, 
and  some  of  the  mother's  family  were  members  of 
the  Legislature.  One  of  the  sons  of  Grandfather 
Stroud  was  born,  reared,  and  died  at  the  good  old 
age  of  eighty-five  years,  upon  the  same  farm,  hav- 
ing spent  his  four-score  years  and  five  without  a 
single  removal  from  the  homestead.  The  par- 
ents of  our  subject  were  devout  members  of  tlie 
Baptist  Church,  but  two  of  the  great-uncles  of  Mr. 
Gowdy,  brothers  of  the  paternal  grandfather,  were 
ministers,  preaching  in   the   Universalist  Church. 

Since  1862,  Franklin  Gowdy,  with  his  family, 
has  made  his  home  in  Berrien  County,  but  for  some 
time  previous  resided  in  Chikaming  Township,  and 
there  engaged  in  getting  out  wood  and  lumber  and 
shipping  the  same  to  the  Chicago   market.     Our 
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subject  with  a  brother,  J.  F.  Gowdy,  and  several 
others  built  a  large  pier  on  Lake  Michigan  to  fa- 
cilitate the  handling  and  shipping  the  products  of 
the  woods.  In  about  1861,  Mr.  Gowdy  purchased 
the  land  he  now  owns  for  the  timber,  and  built  a 
sawmill,  which  he  operated  for  several  years. 
After  his  land  was  fully  cleared  he  turned  his  at- 
tention entirely  to  the  culture  of  fruit  and  the 
tilling  of  the  soil.  Beginning  in  1861  with  the 
purchase  of  forty  acres,  he  added  one  piece  after 
another,  until  he  novv  has  a  tract  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  brought  up  to  a  high  state  of  pro- 
ductiveness, and  unproved  with  an  attractive  resi- 
dence, commodious  barns  and  sheds.  The  valuable 
homestead,  three  miles  northeast  of  New  Buffalo, 
has  been  the  constant  residence  of  Mr.  Gowdy 
since  1863,  and  during  this  period  of  thirty  years 
he  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  best  interests  of  the  township. 

Politically  a  stalwart  Republican,  our  subject 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Fremont  and  has 
ever  been  faithful  to  the  principles  of  the  "Party 
of  Reform."  Taking  an  active  part  in  local  issues, 
Mr.  Gowdy  has  held  with  executive  ability  the 
official  positions  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Clerk  of 
Chikaming  Township,  and  has  served  elllciently  as 
Supervisor,  Treasurer  and  Highway  Commissioner 
of  the  township  of  New  Buffalo.  Straightfor- 
ward, energetic  and  enterprising,  he  is  a  liberal- 
spirited  citizen,  and  possesses  the  high  regard  of  a 
host  of  friends. 


ITL^  ENRY  THOMPSON.  This  early  pioneer 
''^  and  most  prominent  and  substantial  citizen 
of  Mason  Township,  Cass  County,  Mich., 
was  born  near  Coventry,  in  Orleans  Coun- 
ty, Vt.,  December  16,  1818.  and  was  the  fifth  in  a 
family  of  eight  children  born  to  Samuel  and  Lucy 
(Woodbridge)  Tho4npson.  Samuel  Thompson  was 
born  near. Troy,  N.  Y.,  m  1782,  and  was  the  son  of 
James  Thompson,  who  was  born  on  the  ocean, 
when  his  parents  came  from  England  to  this  coun- 
try.   The  latter 's  father  was  a  Scotchman  by  birth, 


but  went  to  England,  where  he  married  an  Eng- 
lish lady.  Later  he  started  for  the  United  States, 
and  after  reaching  this  country  settled  nearTro\*, 
N.  Y.,  where  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  grew 
to  mature  years.  The  latter  was  a  sharpshooter 
during  the  Revolutionary  War  and  served  for 
I  more  than  seven  years,  taking  part  in  many  of  the 
principal  engagements.  He  lived  to  be  over  ninety 
years  of  age,  and  died  in  Kentucky  at  the  home 
of  one  of  his  sons.  Our  subject  has  in  his  pos- 
session a  relic  given  him  by  his  grandfather,  and 
this  he  prizes  very  highly.  It  is  in  the  shape  of 
a  $7  pasteboard  bill,  called  Continental  money, 
issued  by  act  of  Congress  and  dated  at  Philadel- 
phia May  20,  1777,  payable  in  gold  or  silver,  and 
was  given  to  his  grandfather  in  part  payment 
for  his  services  during  the  war. 

Samuel  Thompson,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
the  eldestof  a  family  of  ten  children,  and  in  early 
life  was  a  school  teacher.  He  went  to  Vermont 
from  New  York  State  with  two  of  his  sisters, 
Lydia  and  Polly,  and  there  made  a  permanent  set- 
tlement. He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
At  Vergennes,  Vt.,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy 
Woodbridge,  a  daughter  of  William  Woodbridge, 
who  was  a  descendant  of  a  prominent  New  York 
State  family  and  of  good  old  Revolutionaiy  stock. 
He  was  born  at  Madrid,  that  State.  The  brothers 
and  sisters  of  our  subject  were  as  follows:  Har- 
riet, who  is  a  widow  residing  at  Adamsville,  Cass 
County,  and  who  was  ninety  years  of  age  Septem- 
ber 22,  1893;  Martha,  deceased;  Samuel,  who  went 
to  Texas  in  1838,  and  that  was  the  last  ever  heard 
from  him;  Ransom  N.,  who  resides  in  Missouri; 
Cyreno  W.,  who  resides  in  Iowa;  and  Lucy  A., 
who  married  Eber  Monroe,  who  died  in  Lake  City, 
Iowa.     She  has  never  remarried. 

Henry  Thompson,  of  whom  we  write,  passed 
his  youthful  days  on  his  father's  farm  in  A^er- 
mont,  and  received  but  the  backwoods  education 
of  those  parts.  When  twenty  years  of  age  the 
great  West  tempted  him  in  that  direction,  and 
alone,  and  without  means,  he  turned  his  face 
towards  the  setting  sun.  His  health  was  not  of 
the  best,  but  he  was  possessed  of  an  unlimited 
amount  of  energy  and  determination,  and  ho  went 
to  work  at   whatever    honorable    employment  he 
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could  find.  He  landed  in  Michigan  and  found 
employment  in  a  flourmill  at  Adamsville,  with 
the  firm  of  Sage  Sl  Sons.  Shortl}^  afterward  he 
was  taken  sick,  and  for  eight  months  lay  at  the 
point  of  death.  He  boarded  with  a  deacon  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  when  he  recovered  he 
was  owing  the  latter  a  small  amount  that  he 
could  not  pay  until  he  had  earned  it.  This  did 
not  satisfy  the  good  old  deacon,  who  took  his 
trunk  and  all  his  clothing  except  those  he  wore, 
and  sold  them  at  auction.  George  Redfield,  one 
of  the  wealthy  citizens  of  the  locality  and  later 
Secretary  of  State  and  State  Treasurer,  also  Rep- 
resentative from  this  State  and  State  Senator, 
bought  the  clothing  and  returned  them  to  young 
Thompson.  This  naturally  made  a  warm  spot  in 
our  subject's  heart  for  George  Redfield,  but  he 
has  never  had  much  affection  for  deacons  since 
then.  For  six  years  he  worked  in  the  mill,  and 
while  thus  engaged  bought  eighty  acres  of  land, 
which  is  now  a  part  of  his  large  estate.  After 
leaving  the  employ  of  Sage  &  Sons  he  bought  a 
half-interest  in  the  Redfield  Mill,  at  Redfield, 
owned  by  his  former  benefactor,  and  for  the  next 
six  years  was  in  the  milling  business  with  him. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  sold  his  inter- 
est and  retired  to  the  farm  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided, and  where  he  has  accumulated  a  handsome 
competence. 

In  February,  1848,  our  subject  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Holmes,  a  native  of  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
She  died  in  1860,  leaving  seven  children,  three 
sons  and  four  daughters.  Harriet  married  Will- 
iam Everett,  and  later  went  to  Kansas,  where 
she  died,  leaving  one  child.  Lewis  C,  a  farmer, 
married  Martha  Bement,  and  has  two  children. 
Charles  married  Cynthia  E.  Bishop,  who  bore 
him  two  children,  Verna  and  P^dna.  He  resides 
with  his  father  and  looks  after  his  extensive  in- 
terests. Alice,  for  many  years  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools,  married  M.  A.  Olds  and  resides  on 
a  farm  in  Mason  Township.  She  is  the  mother  of 
two  children,  Henry  and  Carlton.  Delia  married 
a  Mr.  Murry  and  resides  in  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Wilbur  J.  married  a  Miss  McLean  and  is  a  teacher 
in  the  High  School  of  Neola,  Iowa;  aud  Jessie 
is  single  and  resides  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.    These 


children  are  all  well-informed  men  and  women, 
and  Mr.  Thompson  has  every  right  to  be  proud 
of  them. 

All  his  early  life  Mr.  Thompson  was  a  hard- 
working man,  but  of  late  years  he  has  done  but 
little,  trusting  to  his  son  Charles  to  manage  his 
affairs.  He  has  spent  considerable  time  in  travel, 
and  has  made  a  number  of  trips  to  Califor- 
nia. In  politics  he  has  ever  been  a  stanch  Dem- 
ocrat, and  is  ever  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his 
party.  While  he  did  not  enter  the  army,  he  con- 
tributed liberally  of  his  means  to  all  worthy  en- 
terprises at  that  time,  and  probably  accomplished 
as  much  good  as  though  he  had  enlisted.  He  has 
held  the  oifice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many 
years,  was  Supervisor  of  his  township  for  seven 
years,  and,  in  fact,  he  has  held  about  all  the  offices 
of  the  township.  He  has  never  drank  a  drop  of 
liquor  in  his  life  and  has  never  used  tobacco  in 
any  form.  To  such  men  as  Mr.  Thompson  are 
due  the  progress  and  improvement  of  the  great 
West,  and  to  them  we  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude 
that  can  never  l)e  repaid.  May  the  sunset  of  his 
life  be  happy  and  contented.  About  1848  his 
parents  came  from  Vermont,  and  they  made  their 
home  with  their  children  until  their  deaths,  his 
occurring  in  1851,  and  hers  in  1854. 


JEROME  WOOD.  Several  years  have  passed 
since  all  that  was  mortal  of  this  well-known 
citizen  of  Cass  County  was  laid  to  rest  in 
^;jj^^  the  Summerville  Cemetery.  But,  though 
the  "workman  dies,  his  work  lives  on,"  and  this 
is  true  in  a  peculiar  manner  of  the  subject  of  this 
biographical  notice,  who  was  for  many  years 
prominently  identified  with  the  farming  interests 
of  Howard  Township,  Cass  County.  Jerome  Wood 
was  born  in  New  York,  near  the  city  of  Buffalo, 
February  16,  1825.  His  father,  Simon  D.,  a  na- 
tive of  the  Empire  State,  was  a  merchant  and  clo- 
thier in  Buffalo  and  a  man  of  prominence  and  influ- 
ence in  that  place.     First  as  a  Whig  and  later  as  a 
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Republican,  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  public 
matters  and  held  many  offices  of  trust  and  honor. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Salina  Herrington,  and  was  born  atCoop- 
erstown,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.  Slie  was  a  woman 
of  noble  character,  and  trained  her  children,  of 
whom  there  were  four  daughters  and  five  sons,  to 
habits  of  industry  and  probitj^  qualifying  them 
for  positions  of  usefulness  in  the  business  and  so- 
cial world.  Our  subject  was  the  third  in  order  of 
birth,  and  was  reared  in  his  native  place  until  the 
age  of  thirteen,  when  he  came  to  Michigan  in 
company  with  his  parents.  His  occupation 
throughout  life  was  principally  that  of  an  agricul- 
turist, although  for  a  time  he  was  in  the  clothing 
business  with  his  father. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Wood  located  in  Prairie 
Ronde  Township,  Kalamazoo  County,  where  he 
engaged  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  for  seven  years. 
Thence  he  removed  to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  but  shortly 
afterward,  in  1852,  came  to  Cass  County.  For 
fourteen  years  he  resided  in  Silver  Creek  Town- 
ship, whence  in  1866  he  removed  to  Howard  Town- 
ship and  settled  on  section  6,  where  his  widow  still 
makes  her  home.  Politically,  he  was  a  Republican 
and  was  an  active  member  of  the  Grange.  From 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  held  the 
offices  of  Steward  and  Trustee  and  other  import- 
ant positions.  For  fourteen  years  he  was  Trustee 
of  the  Crystal  Spring  Camp  Ground,  in  which  he 
took  a  deep  and  abiding  interest.  A  sincere  Christ- 
ian, he  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom 
he  associated,  and  his  word  was  commonl}^  said  to 
be  as  good  as  his  note.  His  death  occurred  Janu- 
ary 4,  1888,  and  when  a  few  days  afterward  the 
last  services  were  held  over  his  mortal  remains, 
it  was  the  sense  of  the  citizens  that  one  of  the 
noblest  men  of  the  community  had  been  removed 
from  among  his  associates  and  friends. 

This  sketch  would  be  very  incomplete  were  no 
mention  made  of  her  who  through  sorrows  as  well 
as  joys,  through  adversity  and  prosperity,  sick- 
ness and  health,  was  ever  the  cherished  compan- 
ion and  devoted  helpmate  of  Mr.  Wood,  and  who 
now  survives  to  mourn  his  loss.  lantha  Cory,  as 
she  was  known    in    maidenhood,  w^s  boru  in  the 


town  of  Springfield,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  August 
20,  1828,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel 
Cory,  a  native  of  Connecticut.  At  the  age  of 
about  twenty-two  years  Mr.  Cory  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  set- 
tled in  Springfield.  He  served  as  Captain  in  the 
militia,  and  in  that  way  gained  the  title  by  which 
he  was  familiarly  known.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Wood,  Benjamin  Cory,  was  of 
English  descent,  and  traced  his  lineage  to  one  of 
three  brothers  who  came  to  America  in  the  *'May- 
flower."  Grandfather  Cory  served  with  distin- 
guished valor  in  both  the  Revolutionary  War  and 
the  War  of  1812,  and  Capt.  Cory  was  also  a  par- 
ticii>ant  in  the  latter  conflict. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Wood  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Rachel  Mallory,  and  was  born  in  Bennington, 
Vt.,  whence  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  she  accom- 
panied her  parents  to  Springfield,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  grew  to  womanhood  and  married.  In  1841 
she  and  her  husband  removed  to  St.  Joseph  Coun- 
ty, Mich.,  and  for  a  time  resided  on  a  farm  there, 
but  later  removed  to  Silver  Creek  Township,  Cass 
County,  where  the}^  passed  away,  the  father  at  the 
age  of  eighty-nine,  and  the  mother  when  ninety- 
three  years  old.  They  were  the  parents  of  five 
daughters  and  seven  sons,  all  of  whom  reached 
mature  j^ears  with  tlie  exception  of  one  son,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  At  the  present 
time  (1893)  only  four  survive,  as  follows:  Mrs. 
Frost,  who  is  now  eighty-three;  Galerd,  sixty  years 
old;  Warren,  who  is  fifty-eight  years  of  age,  and 
Mrs.  Wood. 

The  eighth  in  order  of  birth  in  her  father's 
family,  lantha  Cory  gained  the  rudiments  of  her 
education  in  Springfield,  N.  Y.,  where,  in  company 
with  seven  of  her  brothers  and  sisters,  she  attended 
school.  After  coming  to  Michigan,  she  walked 
five  miles  each  day  to  and  from  school  and  thus, 
amid  many  discouraging  surroundings,  she  ac- 
quired her  education.  Subsequent  reading  has 
since  broadened  her  knowledge,  and  she  is  a  wo- 
man of  unusual  intelligence  and  information  upon 
a  wide  range  of  subjects.  She  is  the  mother  of 
six  children;  William  S.,  Adelbevt  C.,  Lucius  E., 
Edwin  D.,  Samuel  L.  and  Elva  l^.,.  th^  latter  being 
Mrs,  W.  D.  Norton,  of  Pokago^n^ 'rowans b;i,p. 
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The  estate  of  our  subject  is  now  the  property  of 
Mrs.  Wood,  and  consists  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  acres  of  finel}'  improved  land.  She 
possesses  a  rare  capacity  for  business  and  a  keen 
perception  and  discriminating  judgment,  which 
enable  her  to  manage  her  farm  successfully. 
Since  she  was  fifteen,  she  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  has  always 
been  active  and  efficient  in  church  work.  When 
only  seventeen  years  old,  it  was  her  custom  to 
walk  five  miles  to  the  church,  where  she  led  the 
singing.  In  her  girlliood  days  religious  services 
were  often  held  in  her  father's  house,  and  for  four 
years  after  her  marriage  meetings  were  frecjuently 
held  in  her  home. 


*^Z=l*^^=Z*^ 


ENRY  B.  HICKS,  an  able  farmer  and  prora- 
y  inent  man,  and  for  four  years  an  efficient 
Supervisor  of  Milton  Township,  now  re- 
sides upon  section  31,  Jefferson  Township, 
Cass  County,  Mich.  Our  subject  has  passed  his 
entire  life  in  Cass  County,  and  was  born  in  Milton 
Township  October  15,  1845.  He  is  the  son  of  Rich- 
ard V.  and  Catherine  E.  (lUlery)  Hicks.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Ilieks,  was  a  native 
of  Cornwall,  England.  His  good  wife  was  Caro- 
line Perry.  Grandfather  Hicks  was  a  military  man, 
and  spent  his  entire  life  in  England.  His  children 
were  William,  who  died  in  Cass  County,  Mich., 
leaving  a  wife  and  several  children;  Henry,  who 
after  coming  to  America  fell  from  a  vessel  and  was 
drowned;  John,  who  was  killed  while  raising  a  log 
house  in  Shelby  County,  Ohio;  Richard  Perry,  who 
died  in  Michigan;  and  Susanah.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  born  in  Cornwall,  England,  November 
17,  1819.  He  emigrated  witli  his  brother  Edward 
to  the  United  States  and  visited  his  brother  Will- 
iam in  Cass  County,  Mich.,  in  1887.  He  made 
his  home  for  a  time  in  Ohio,  but  finally  settled 
in  1843  in  Milton  Township,  upon  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land,  which  he  brought  up  to  a 
high  state  of  improvement. 


Richard  Hicks  is  an  energetic  man  and  has  ac- 
cumulated a  large  property,  increasing  his  acres  to 
seven  hundred  and  fifty,  and  he  also  owns  vaiuaUe 
village  lots.  As  Supervisor  of  the  township  and 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  he  has  given  valuable 
service  to  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  is  esteemed  a 
liberal  and  progressive  citizen.  Politically,  he  is 
a  Democrat,  and  is  broad  and  tolerant  in  his  Ve- 
ligious  views.  Eraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons,  and  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows. The  nine  children  of  his  household  were 
John  P.,  Henry  B.,  Richard  J.,  Caroline  E.,  Sarah 
J.,  William  S.,  Katie  M.  (of  Shelby  County,  Ohio), 
Mary  A.  and  Oran  V.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  was  the  daughter 
of  Jacob  Ullery,  a  substantial  farmer,  who  died  in 
Shelb}^  County,  Ohio.  The  four  sons  of  Jacob 
Ullery  were  John,  Samuel,  Jacob  and  George. 
The  daughters  were  five  in  number.  Mr.  UUerv 
was  a  member  of  the  German  Baptist  Church,  and 
the  family  was  reared  in  the  observance  of  the 
Dunkard  faith. 

Our  subject,  Henry  B.  Hicks,  received  his  school- 
ing in  the  home  district,  and  began  for  himself 
by  working  on  shares  on  the  old  homestead.  The 
first  farm  he  owned  was  ninety  acres  in  Niles 
Township,  Berrien  County.  This  land  he  par- 
tially improved,  but  sold  it  in  1880,  then  pur- 
chasing the  one  hundred  afid  sixty  acres  where  he 
now  resides.  He  has  successfully  made  his  way 
in  life,  and  during  his  four  years  of  public  work 
as  Supervisor  materially  assisted  in  the  advance- 
ment of  local  improvements.  He  removed  to  his 
present  location  March  11,  1891.  Mr.  Hicks  is 
active  in  politics,  and  is  fraternally  associated  with 
the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons. 

February  10,  1891,  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Kate  L.  Miller,  born  in  Milton 
Township,  and  a  daughter  of  Antone  and  Eliza- 
beth (Herald)  Miller.  Antone  Miller  was  born  June 
16,  1821,  in  Ravensberg,  Wurtemberg,  Germany. 
He  had  one  brother  and  two  sisters,  all  of  whom 
passed  away  in  Germany.  Antone,  surviving,  de- 
cided to  emigrate  to  the  United  States,  and  went 
to  Niles,  Mich.,  in  1853.  He  was  by  trade  a  ma- 
son, but  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  his   life   in 
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farming.  In  religious  affiliation  he  is  a  Roman 
Catholic.  His  wife  was  born  in  Shifferstadt,  Ba- 
varia, September  26,  1854.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Margaret  Herald.  Her  fathei*  was  a 
cabinet-maker  and  died  in  Germany.  His  widow 
then  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  to  America,  where 
her  two  sons  and  two  daughters  made  their  home. 
Joseph  Miller,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Hicks,  was  a  liveryman  in  Germany.  The  pleas- 
ant home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hicks  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Hazel  A.  Our  sub- 
ject and  his  estimable  wife  have  a  large  circle  of 
friends,  and  occupy  a  position  of  useful  influence. 
Mr.  Hicks  is  interested  in  all  matters  of  public 
welfare  and  is  ever  ready  to  assist  in  local  enter- 
prises. 


-^-^=m>-^^<m=^-^- 


ILLIAM  KINNEY.  A  noble  class  of  men 
has  built  up  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Oronoko  Township,  Berrien  County, Mich., 
and  has  made  it  a  garden  spot  of  the  great  com- 
monwealth of  the  State.  Among  those  who  have 
been  active  and  efficient  in  the  work  is  he  who 
stands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  has  been 
identified  with  the  farming  interests  of  the  coun- 
ty for  many  years,  and  in  every  walk  of  life  has 
conducted  himself  in  an  honorable,  upright  man- 
ner. His  fine  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  27 
is  one  of  the  most  attractive  agricultural  spots  of 
the  district,  being  conspicuous  for  the  manage- 
ment that,  while  making  it  neat  and  attractive, 
still  shows  prudence  and  economy. 

Mr.  Kinney  was  born  in  Lancashire,  England, 
to  the  marriage  of  James  and  Ann  (Corlett)  Kin- 
ney, the  latter  a  native  of  the  Isle  of  Man.  The 
parents  were  married  in  England  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  butcher's  trade,  which  the  father  car- 
ried on  successfully'  in  his  native  country  (Eng- 
land), he  was  also  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
In  that  country  both  passed  the  closing  scenes  of 
their  lives.  Of  the  ^vq  children  born  to  them, 
three  are  now  living,  and  all  in  America.  Our 
subject,  the  eldest,  first  saw  the  light  of  day  Octo- 
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ber  10,  1837,  and  in  1848,  when  eleven  years  of 
age,  he  came  across  the  ocean  with  an  uncle  and 
settled  with  the  latter  in  Lucas  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  for  some  time.  He  then  went 
to  another  uncle  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  remained 
with  him  for  five  years,  in  the  meantime  learning 
his  trade  of  a  mason  in  all  its  branches,  finishing 
with  John  P.  Boice,  of  that  city,  at  the  end  of 
four  years. 

In  1856  Mr.  Kinney  came  to  Michigan,  but  pre- 
vious to  this  he  worked  at  his  trade  in  South 
Bend  and  New  Carlisle,  Ind.  After  reaching 
Michigan  he  made  his  way  to  Buchanan,  Berrien 
County,  and  worked  on  the  first  brick  house  ever 
erected  there.  He  made  a  permanent  settlement 
in  that  town  in  1858,  making  his  home  there  un- 
til 1873,  when  he  moved  onto  his  present  farm. 
He  first  settled  on  forty  acres  of  partially  im- 
proved timber-land,  and  to  this  he  has  since  added 
another  forty,  making  eighty  acres  of  excellent 
land,  all  under  cultivation.  This  is  the  result  of 
hard  work  and  perseverance  on  his  part.  In  1892 
he  built  his  fine  residence  at  a  cost  of  12,000,  and 
now  has  a  charming  rural  home.  In  connection 
with  farming  he  also  carries  on  his  trade,  and 
makes  a  success  or  both,  notwithstanding  the  old 
saying  that  a  person  cannot  do  two  things  at  once 
and  do  thein  well. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1864,  Mr.  Kinney  mar- 
ried Miss  Kittie  Haulk,  a  native  of  Monroe  Coun- 
ty, Pa.,  and  the  daughter  of  Reuben  Haulk,  who 
was  also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State.  From 
that  State  Mr.  Haulk  removed  to  Summit  County, 
Ohio,  and  there  his  career  ended.  Mrs.  Kinney 
was  born  October  26,  1844,  and  died  October  29, 
1878.  To  that  union  five  children  were  born: 
Charles  H.,  deceased;  Frank,  John,  William  and 
Alice.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1879,  Mr.  Kinney 
was  married  to  Miss  Princess  St.  John,  daughter 
of  Hiram  St.  John,  an  old  settler  of  this  township. 
Mrs.  Kinney  died  April  28,  1880,  leaving  one 
child,  Fannie. 

Our  subject's  second  marriage  occurred  May 
2,  1881,  to  Miss  Esther  Stinebeck,  a  native  of  Ber- 
trand  Township,  this  county,  and  the  daughter  of 
Burney  and  Hannah  (Davis)  Stinebeck,  natives 
respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  Mr.  Stine- 
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beck  came  to  Michigan  in  1851,  residing'  in  Ber- 
trand  Townsliip,  this  county,  until  the  death  of 
his  wife,  in  1862.  Me  entered  tlie  Union  army, 
was  wounded  and  subsequently  discharged.  Me 
was  married  again,  but  his  wife  died  shortly  af- 
terward, and  he  was  the  third  time  married.  Four 
children  were  born  to  the  last  union,  three  of 
whom  are  now  living.  After  the  death  of  his 
third  wife,  Mr.  Stinebeck  married  his  present  wife. 
They  have  no  children.  Three  children  were  born 
to  the  first  union,  only  one  now  living,  Mrs. 
Kinney.  The  father  is  still  living  and  makes  his 
home  on  section  24,  this  township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinney  are  the  parents  of  two 
children,  Anna  Bell,  born  April  28,  1882,  and 
George  W.,  November  10,  1886.  Socially,  Mr. 
Kinnc}^  is  a  member  of  Buchanan  Lodge  No.  75, 
L  ().  O,  F.,  and  has  held  all  the  chairs  except 
Noble  Grand.  Me  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ber- 
rien Springs  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  at  Berrien  Springs. 
Me  has  given  his  children  good  educational  ad- 
vantages. Alice  is  a  music  teacher  in  Benton 
Marbor;  John  is  a  graduate  of  a  commercial  col- 
lege and  is  now  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Ben- 
ton Marbor;  and  George  and  Anna  are  at  home, 
attending  the  district  school,  and  both  are  bright 
and  quick  at  their  books.  In  politics,  Mr.  Kin- 
ney is  a  stanch  Republican  and  takes  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  of  that  party.  Me  has  been 
a  member  of  the  School  Board,  and  has  also  been 
Pathmaster  at  different  times. 

During  the  Civil  War,  on  the  10th  of  October, 
1861,  Mr.  Kinney  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company 
C,  Twelfth  Michigan  Lifantry,  and  was  sent  to 
Pittsburg  Landing  under  Gen.  Grant.  Me  was 
in  that  battle  both  days,  was  also  in  the  battles  of 
Corinth,  luka.  Little  Rock,  and  all  through  the 
siege  of  \'icksburg.  Me  was  on  detached  duty  at 
Middleburg,  Tenn.,  and  was  in  many  skirmishes 
with  Van  Dorn.  Me  then  returned  to  Little  Rock 
and  was  on  guard  duty  there  for  some  time,  when 
he  went  to  Washington,  Ark.,  and  later  to  Cam- 
den, Ark.,  where  he  was  on  detached  duty.  In 
the  battle  of  Hatch ie's  Run  he  was  struck  by  two 
pieces  of  shell,  one  in  the  head  and  one  in  the 
arm.     At  Shiloh  a  spent  ball   struck    him  in  the 


knee.  Me  was  discharged  on  the  15th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1866,  after  serving  four  years,  four  months 
and  five  days.  He  was  never  taken  prisoner  and 
served  his  country  faithfully  from  first  to  last. 


^Yl  OMN  R.  ROUGH,  an  extensive  general  ag- 
riculturist, owning  many  valuable  farms  in 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  has  been  a  lead- 
ing resident  of  Bertrand  Township  for  over 
a  quarter  of  a  century.  Me  was  born  June  5, 
1828,  in  Union,  now  Snyder,  Count>^,  Pa.,  and  was 
a  son  of  John  Rough,  a  native  of  Juniata  County, 
a  weaver,  but  who  passed  most  of  his  early  life 
tilling  the  soil  of  the  Quaker  State.  In  1844,  the 
father  emigrated  to  Michigan  and  located  on  the 
same  farm  in  Bertrand  Township  where  he  later 
died,  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-five  years. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  John  Rough,  was  an  in- 
dustrious agriculturist  of  his  native  State,  and 
died  in  Pennsylvania,  his  life-time  home,  at  the 
completion  of  seventy-five  years  of  usefulness. 
Me  was  of  immediate  German  descent.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  Elizabeth  (Swartz)  Rough, 
was  l)orn  in  Pennsylvania,  of  which  State  her  fa- 
ther was  also  a  native,  having  been  born  in  Union 
County,  where  John  Swartz  was  numbered  among 
the  prominent  settlers  and  highly  respected  citi- 
zens. The  home  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Rough 
was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  nine  sturdy  children, 
seven  of  whom  survived  to  years  of  maturity. 
Mary  is  deceased;  Samuel  resides  in  Indiana;  Eliza 
is  deceased;  Peggie  and  Barbara  are  twins;  Katie 
died  at  nine  years  of  age;  John  R.  is  our  subject; 
William  comes  next;  and  Leo  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Swartz,  of  Indiana. 

John  R.  is  the  sixth  child  and  the  second  son  of 
the  family.  Until  twenty-one  years  old  he  re- 
mained upon  the  farm  of  his  father,  and  in  boy- 
hood attended  the  district  school  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. In  1849  he  began  life  for  himself,  and  in 
1850  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A. 
Hoffman,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Immediate- 
ly  following  his  wedding  he  settled   in  Dauphin 
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County,  in  which  part  of  the  Quaker  vState  he  re- 
mained the  succeeding  fourteen  years,  diligently 
engaged  in  the  daily  round  of  agricultural  cares. 
In  1864  he  determined  to  seek  his  fortune  in  Mich- 
igan, and,  arrived  within  the  State,  at  once  settled 
in  Buchanan  Township,  Berrien  County.  After 
farming  for  a  time  in  that  locality,  he,  in  1866, 
bought  his  present  valuable  homestead  of  four 
hundred  and  six  acres  in  Bertrand  Township,  one 
of  the  finest  pieces  of  agricultural  property  in  the 
county  and  nearly  all  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation. Mr.  Rough  came  to  Michigan  with  a  cap- 
ital of  $3,100,  which,  wisely  invested  and  judici- 
ously managed,  has  yielded  him  handsome  returns 
and  given  him  a  place  among  the  moneyed  men 
and  excellent  financiers  of  Berrien  County. 

The  estimable  wife  of  our  subject  passed  away 
in  1892,  sincerely  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends  and  relatives.  She  was  the  devoted  moth- 
er of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters, 
all  of  whom  are  deceased,  leaving  the  husband 
and  father  entirely  alone.  Mr.  Rough  has  profit- 
ably divided  his  old  homestead  into  three  farms. 
He  has  upon  the  property  five  dwellings  and  four 
barns,  and  rents  all  with  the  exception  of  one 
house.  His  capital  he  uses  mostly  in  loaning  upon 
gilt-edged  securities,  and  after  a  life  of  unceasing 
care  and  toil  now  enjoys  the  fruits  of  success.  He 
is  in  political  affiliation  a  Republican  and  is  intel- 
ligently posted  upon  all  matters  of  National  wel- 
fare, and  is  known  and  respected  as  an  upright  cit- 
izen of  superior  business  ability. 


JB.  DOWLING,  for  twenty-nine  years  a  con- 
stant resident  of  his  highly- improved  farm, 
located  upon  section  16,  Galien  Township, 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  is  a  native  of  Ma- 
rion Count}^  Ohio,  and  was  born  May  14,  1829. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  William  and 
Rachel  (Biggs)  Bowling.  The  paternal  grandfa- 
ther, John  Dowling,  was  born  in  Ireland,  but  came 
to  the  United  States  in  early  life  and  married,  his 


wife  being  a  native  of  Scotland.  Locating  in 
Pennsylvania,  the  grandparents  reared  their  sturdy 
family.  John  Dowling  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  and 
pursued  that  occupation,  at  the  same  time  engaging 
in  farming.  In  religious  affiliation  he  was  a  Pres- 
byterian; and,  politically,  a  Democrat.  The  fatiier 
of  our  subject  was  one  of  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren. He  remained  in  the  Quaker  State  until  he 
had  attained  to  manhood,  and  in  the  mean  time 
received  an  excellent  education,  and  taught  while 
yet  a  lad.  He  also  learned  the  cooper's  trade,  and 
served  an  apprenticeship  of  seven  years.  William 
Dowling  taught  school  until  he  was  married,  and 
then  was  ordained  as  a  preacher  of  the  Christian 
Church.  He  remained  actively  engaged  in  the 
profession  the  rest  of  his  life.  For  some  time 
prior  to  his  death  he  made  his  home  in  Indiana, 
living  upon  an  eighty -acre  farm  in  Noble  County. 

Seven  children  blessed  the  home  of  the  father 
and  mother.  Miranda  became  the  wife  of  David 
Lash;  Mel  in  da  married  Horace  Tabor;  Maliala  is 
the  wife  of  Samuel  Weaver;  Matilda,  deceased, 
was  married  to  John  Berry;  John  B.  isour  subject; 
William  and  Levi  complete  the  family  circle.  At 
one  time  the  father  affiliated  with  the  Ancient 
Free  &  Accepted  Masons.  He  was  interested  in 
public  affairs  and  steadily  voted  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  His  death  in  1875  was  regretted 
by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a  devoted  Christian 
man,  and  possessed  a  high  order  of  intelligent  abil- 
ity. His  wife  survived  him  a  few  years.  Our 
subject  received  his  education  in  the  Belleville 
Seminary  in  Ohio,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  after  a  full  course  of  instruction.  Lim- 
ited in  means  and  ambitious  to  excel,  Mr.  Dow- 
ling taught  in  the  winter  schools,  and  in  summer 
followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter.  For  thirteen 
years  he  pursued  his  two  vocations  successfully 
and  was  prospered.  Our  subject  was  twice  mar- 
ried. While  residing  in  Ohio  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Rebecca  Pinyard,  who  became 
the  mother  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased. Some  years  after  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  Mr.  Dowling  married  in  Indiana  Miss  Emily 
Eggleston. 

Three  children,  one  after  the  other,  came  to 
cheer  the  hearts  of  their  parents.     Addie  died  at 
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nine  years  of  age;  Willis,  a  telegraph  operator  at 
Monett,  Mo.,  married  Cora  Greenup;  and  Encell, 
who  is  the  youngest-born,  is  a  telegreph  opera- 
tor at  Kensington  Street,  Chicago.  In  1864  Mr. 
Dowling  removed  with  his  family  to  Michigan 
and  bought  seventy-seven  acres  of  his  present 
farm.  The  land  was  then  unimproved,  but  has 
now  been  brought  up  to  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. There  was  an  old  mill  on  the  farm  at  the 
time  our  subject  purchased  the  homestead.  The 
mill  Mr.  Dowling  rebuilt  and  sold,  but  it  has  since 
been  abandoned.  Our  subject  and  his  estimable 
wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
have  been  active  in  the  support  and  extension  of 
religious  work.  Politically,  Mr.  Dowling  is  a 
strong  Republican,  and,  an  intelligent  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  is  well  posted  in  local  and  na- 
tional affairs. 
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ON.  HENRY  CHAMBERLAIN.  Among 
the  eminent  men  of  Michigan  who  have 
honorably  worked  their  way  to  the  highest 

^  position  and  won  the  richest  reward  by  the 
exercise  of  patient  perseverance,  prominent  men- 
tion belongs  to  the  well-known  gentleman  whose 
name  introduces  this  brief  biographical  notice,  and 
who,  throughout  his  long  and  useful  career,  has 
proved  the  power  of  conscientious  labor  and  hon- 
est industry  in  elevating  the  individual  and 
crowning  his  exertions  with  the  most  complete 
success.  Now  retired  from  public  life,  he  is  spend- 
ing the  afternoon  of  his  days  among  such  comforts 
and  luxuries  as  were  accumulated  by  the  labor  of 
former  years. 

For  many  years  a  resident  of  Three  Oaks,  Mr. 
Chamberlain  is  not,  however,  a  native  of  Michi- 
gan, but  was  born  in  Pembroke,  N.  H.,  on  the 
17th  of  March,  1824.  Tracing  his  ancestry  back 
through  several  generations,  we  find  Jacob  Cham- 
berlain was  born  in  1691,  and  married  Miss  Abi- 
gail Hassey,  their  union  being  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  the  following  children:  John,  Jacob,  Samuel^ 
Abigail,  Sarah,  Martha  and   Phoebe.     The    father 


of  this  family  died  in  1734,  at  the  age  of  about 
forty-two  years.  The  sixth  child  in  his  family- 
was  Samuel,  who  was  born  at  Chelsea,  Mass.,  in 
1734,  and  married  Miss  Martha,  daughter  of  Dea- 
con Henry  Me  lien,  of  Hopkinton,  Mass.  They 
were  the  parents  of  a  large  family  of  children, 
whose  names  were  Samuel,  William,  Moges.  Sybeil, 
Elizabeth,  Lydia,  Patty  and  Joseph. 

During  the  Revolutionary  War  Samuel  Cham- 
berlain enlisted  in  the  defense  of  the  Colonies, 
and  served  with  distinguished  bravery,  winning 
the  epaulets  of  a  Lieutenant.  About  1760  he  re- 
moved from  Massachusetts  to  New  Hampshire,  set- 
tling at  Loudon,  and  there  engaging  in  farming 
pursuits.  About  1785  he  removed  to  Beacham, 
Vt.,  where  all  his  children  were  living,  with  the 
exception  of  Moses,  who  remained  at  the  old 
homestead.  His  death  occurred  in  1802,  when  he 
had  reached  an  advanced  age.  Of  his  children, 
the  biographer  wis  lies  to  record  events  of  interest 
in  the  life  of  his  son  Moses,  who  was  born  at  Hop- 
kinton, Mass.,  on  the  5th  of  October,  1757,  and 
in  childhood  accompanied  his  parents  to  Loudon, 
N.  H. 

The  marriage  of  Moses  Chamberlain  united  him 
with  Miss  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Amos  Abbott,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  and  nine 
children  were  born  to  the  union:  Rebecca,  Judith, 
Patty,  Amos,  William,  Moses,  John  A.,  Betsey  and 
Samuel.  Moses  Chamberlain  served  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution,  as  did  also  his  brother  William. 
The  latter  was  aroused  from  bed  on  the  night  of 
the  21st  of  April,  1776,  in  order  to  hasten  to  his 
country's  defense,  and  served  in  the  army  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  first  as  a  private  and  later  as 
a  Lieutenant,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Prince- 
ton, Bennington  and  a  number  of  minor  engage- 
ments. In  civic  affairs  he  was  also  a  man  of  great 
influence,  and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
statesman  of  Vermont,  being  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, and  also  serving  as  Lieutenant-Governor  for 
many  years.  Moses  Chamberlain,  Sr.,  died  on  the 
2Mof  October,  1811. 

"  The  father  of  our  subject,  Moses  Chamberlain, 
Jr.,  was  born  on  the  7th  of  February,  1 792,  at 
Loudon,  N.  H.,  where  he  was  reared  on  a  farm. 
He    became  a   merchant  of  Pembroke,  where    he 
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married  Miss  Mary  Foster,  the  daughter  of  Abiel 
and  Susanna  (Moore)  Foster.  Her  father,  who 
was  born  in  Canterbury,  N.  H.,  was  a  man  of 
wealth  and  devoted  his  attention  to  superinten- 
ding his  valuable  estate.  The  maternal  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject  was  Abiel  P^oster,  Sr., 
who  was  born  in  Andover,  Mass.,  in  1735,  and  was 
graduated  from  Harvard  University  in  1756.  In 
1761  he  was  ordained  a  minister  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Canterbur}^,  N.  H.,  and  until 
1779  devoted  his  attention  to  religious  work,  af- 
ter which  he  became  more  closely  connected  with 
public  affairs.  He  was  a  member  of  Congress  un- 
der the  Confederation  for  two  years,  and  also  af- 
ter the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  four  years,  until  March  4,  1805,  being 
one  of  the  most  prominent  statesmen  of  his  day. 
His  death  occurred  on  the  6th  of  February,  1806. 
The  second  marriage  of  Abiel  Foster  united  him 
with  Miss  Mary  Rogers,  of  Ipswich,  Mass.,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Rogers,  a  physician 
and  a  descendant  of  a  long  line  of  Congregational 
ministers  of  Ipswich. 

For  twenty  years  Moses  Chamberlain,  Jr.,  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  pursuits  at  Pembroke,  N.  H., 
whence  he  removed  \fO  Concord,  the  same  State, 
and  followed  the  mercantile  business  there  for 
about  eight  years.  In  1843  he  came  to  Michigan, 
settling  in  Berrien  County,  upon  a  tract  of  land  in 
Tliree  Oaks  Township,  which  he  had  entered  from 
the  Government  in  1836.  He  entered  eight  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  in  this  county,  and  was  one  of 
tlie  most  successful  and  prominent  farmers  of  the 
community,  with  the  progress  of  which  he  was 
closel}^  identified  until  his  death,  on  the  12th  of 
J'ebruary,  1866. 

In  the  parental  family  were  five  children,  three 
of  whom  are  still  living:  Mellen  C,  a  resident  of 
Chelsea,  Mass.,  and  a  retired  lawyer,  who  for  many 
years  held  the  position  of  Librarian  of  the  Boston 
City  Library;  Henry,  of  this  sketch;  and  William, 
who  is  warden  of  the  State  Prison,  at  Jackson, 
Mich.  Those  deceased  are  Mary,  the  wife  of  H. 
E,  Crosby,  and  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  John  G.  Mason. 
The  father  of  this  family  was  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church  and  an  active  worker 
in    religious  enterprises,  as  well  as  in  the  cause  of 


anti-slavery  and  temperance.  A  man  of  firm  con- 
victions, ardent  in  his  su{)port  of  the  right,  and 
equally  courageous  in  his  warfare  against  the 
wrong,  he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all 
who  knew  him.  He  was  a  man  of  undaunted 
bravery,  knowing  no  other  fear  than  tiie  fear  of 
God.  In  his  domestic  relations  he  was  tender  and 
true,  a  loving  husband  and  devoted  father.  As 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Berrien  County,  his 
name  will  be  held  in  loving  memory  for  gen- 
erations yet  to  come  and  his  labor  m  securing  a 
good  class  of  settlers  for  the  village  of  Three  Oaks 
entitles  him  to  a  high  place  among  the  pioneers  of 
the  place. 

To  such  ancestors  as  these  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  can  point  with  pride,  and  many  of  the 
qualities  which  have  contributed  to  his  success  are 
his  by  the  right  of  inheritance.  He  received 
meagre  educational  advantages  in  his  youth,  at- 
tending the  common  schools  but  a  short  time,  and 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  spending  six  months  in  Pem- 
broke Academy.  In  the  great  school  of  expci'i- 
ence,  as  well  as  by  self-culture  and  observation,  he 
has  gained  a  broad  knowledge  of  the  world,  and 
is  one  of  the  best-informed  men  in  the  community. 
At  the  age  of  twelve  he  entered  his  father's  store, 
where  he  remained  as  clerk  until  became  to  Mich- 
igan at  the  age  of  twenty.  Here  he  began  the  life 
of  a  backwoodsman  upon  section  15,  Three  Oaks 
Township,  remaining  on  that  place  until  1850. 

Coming  during  that  year  to  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent village  of  Three  Oaks,  our  subject  erected  a 
log  cabin,  and  at  once  commenced  the  work  of 
clearing  the  land  and  improving  the  farm.  He 
also  devoted  considerable  attention  to  selling- 
wood,  which  he  cut  from  his  place.  In  1854  he 
built  a  store  and  embarked  in  the  general  mercan- 
tile business,  becoming  the  pioneer  merchant  of 
Three  Oaks,  and  continuing  in  the  business  until 
1878.  Meantime  he  also  engaged  in  farming  on 
an  extensive  scale,  owning  at  onetime  about  three 
thousand  acres  of  land,  and  clearing  the  home 
farm  of  five  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  still 
owns  about  five  hundred  acres  in  Three  Oaks 
Township. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  united 
him  with  Sarah  J.,  the  daughter  of  Vincent  Nash, 
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an  early  settler  in  Berrien  County.  She  was  born 
in  Jefiferson  County,  Ind.,  whence  she  came  to 
Michigan  in  1840,  and  in  1851  became  the  wife  of 
our  subject.  One  child  was  born  of  the  union, 
Henry,  who  is  now  a  clerk  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Chamberlain  died  in  June,  1852,  and 
in  November  of  1856  our  subject  married  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Ames,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Vandecen- 
ter,  of  La  Grange  County,  Ind.,  a  prominent  farm- 
er and  early  settler  of  that  county.  Mrs.  Cham- 
berlain was  born  in  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  where 
her  father  had  made  settlement  in  1816.  migrating 
thither  from  Pennsylvania.  At  the  age  of  six  years 
she  accompanied  her  parents  to  La  Grange  Coun- 
ty, Ind.,  and  received  her  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  the  Ontario  Collegiate  Institute 
of  Indiana. 

B}^  his  second  marriage,  Mr.  Chamberlain  be- 
came the  father  of  three  children,  viz.:  Mary,  the 
wife  of  Edward  K.  Warren,  of  Three  Oaks;  Re- 
becca Belle,  who  married  Lee  Chamberlain, of  Col- 
umbus, Ohio,  a  commission  merchant  of  that  city; 
and  Paul,  who  is  a  mechanical  engineer  residing 
at  Aurora,  III.  Our  subject  may  well  be  proud  of 
his  children,  who  occupy  positions  of  prominence 
in  the  social  and  business  world.  In  his  religious 
connections,  Mr.  Chamberlain  is  identified  with 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  contributes  lib- 
erally to  its  various  enterprises,  although  he  by 
no  means  withholds  his  support  from  the  benevo- 
lent projects  of  other  organizations. 

This  sketch  would  be  very  incomplete  were  no 
mention  made  of  the  political  career  of  our  sub- 
ject, for  he  is,  and  for  many  years  has  been,  one  of 
the  most  prominent  Democrats  in  the  State.  A 
few  days  after  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  he 
was  elected  Supervisor  of  New  Buffalo  Township, 
and  served  in  that  position  for  four  years.  In 
1849  he  represented  the  count}'^  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. From  1853  until  1855  he  was  mail  agent 
on  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad.  He  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1850,  in  Ihe  old  township 
of  New  Buffalo  (the  township  of  Three  Oaks  be- 
ing a  part  of  that  township),  and  filled  the  office 
until  1872.  In  1851  he  was  elected  Supervisor  of 
New  Buffalo  Township,  and  upon  the  formation 
of  Three  Oaks  Township  in    1856,  he   was  chosen 


to  represent  it  upon  the  County  Board  of  Super- 
visors, filling  the  position  for  six  terms.  In  1864  he 
was  candidate  for  State  Senator,  and  two  years  af- 
I  terward  was  candidate  for  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention. In  1868  and  1870  he  was  candidate  for 
Congress,  and  in  1874  was  the  Democratic  nomi- 
nee for  the  position  of  Governor  of  Michigan.  In 
1876  he  was  again  nominated  for  Congress.  At 
three  different  times  he  received  the  vote  of  his 
party  for  State  Senator.  He  is  now  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture.  In 
1876  and  1892  he  served  as  delegate  to  the  Demo- 
cratic National  Conventions. 

In  the  Masonic  fraternity  Mr.  Chamberlain  has 
also  been  very  prominent,  and  has  been  identified 
with  the  order  since  1854.  He  was  Grand  Master 
of  the  State  in  1872,  and  has  served  as  Master  of 
the  lodge  at  Three  Oaks.  He  is  also  a  Knight 
Templar.  It  was  under  his  direction  that  the  first 
code  of  Masonic  laws  was  originated,  and  from 
that  day  to  this  his  interest  in  the  organization 
has  never  waned.  With  agricultural  organiza- 
tions he  is  also  prominently  connected,  and  enjoys 
the  distinction  of  having  been  Secretary  of  the 
meeting  that  organized  the  State  Agricultural  So- 
ciety. Throughout  the  State  he  enjoj^s  consider- 
able distinction  as  an  orator,  and  is  original,  pol- 
ished and  pleasing  as  a  public  speaker. 


r^^RANCIS  M.  GRAY  was  born  in  Binghamp- 
IL^  ton,  Mich.,  September  25,  1843,  and  is  the 
}]^  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Young)  Gray, 
natives,  respectively,  of  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  father  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
this  State,  whither  he  came  with  his  family  in 
1837,  and  located  at  Marshall,  Calhoun  County. 
Upon  a  farm  there  he  conducted  general  agricul- 
tural pursuits  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1843.  His  widow  survived  him  many  years,  and 
finally  passed  away  at  her  home  in  Niles  during 
the  year  1885.  She  was  a  woman  possessing  many 
noble  attributes  of  mind  and  heart,  and  her  mem- 
ory is  revered  by  her  children. 
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Francis  M.  Gray  is  the  younger  of  two  chil- 
dren, the  other  being  Gordon,  who  is  a  prosperous 
business  man  residing  near  Santiago,  Cal.  The 
boys  were  from  infancy  thrown  wholly  upon  their 
mother's  care,  on  account  of  their  father's  death. 
Francis  M.  spent  his  boj^iood  years  in  Marshall, 
where  he  completed  his  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  afterward  became  a  clerk  in  the  store 
of  S.  B.  Shepherd,  his  stepfather.  He  occupied  a 
clerical  position  in  the  store  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  later  was  received  into  the  firm,  his  energy 
and  ability  resulting  in  an  increased  business. 
Some  years  afterward  he  became  interested  in  the 
bakery  business  at  Niles,  and  a  profitable  trade  in 
that  line  was  conducted  for  ten  years,  the  firm  title 
being  S.  B.  Shepherd  &  Co. 

At  the  expiration  of  ten  years,  our  subject  pur- 
chased his  stepfather's  interest  in  the  bakery, 
which  he  managed  for  the  four  ensuing  years,  and 
then  sold  the  business  to  a  Mr.  Wing.  Meanwhile 
he  had  built  up  a  profitable  trade,  and  had  en- 
hanced the  value  of  the  bakery  and  its  appurten- 
ances to  such  an  extent  that  he  sold  it  for  $20,000. 
Mr.  Gray  next  turned  his  attention  to  the  dry- 
goods  business,  and  about  the  same  time  bought  a 
large  farm  in  Berrien  County,  located  near  Ber- 
rien Springs,  and  commonly  known  as  the  Shaker 
Farm,  which  he  personally  superintended  for  two 
years.  Later  he  rented  his  country  home  and 
came  to  Buchanan,  where  he  afterward  gave  iiis 
entire  attention  to  the  mercantile  business. 

In  the  organization  of  the  Citizens'  National 
Bank  of  Niles,  Mr.  Gray  was  one  of  the  prime  fac- 
tors and  influential  men.  He  served  as  Cashier  of 
that  financial  institution  for  some  j^ears,  and  was 
later  President,  filling  that  responsible  and  hon- 
ored place  for  ten  years.  During  the  same  time 
he  also  maintained  extensive  interests  in  the  mill- 
ing and  foundry  business,  and  also  had  large  rail- 
road interests.  For  three  years  he  was  President 
of  the  Elkhart,  Niles  &  Lake  Michigan  Railroad, 
commonly  known  as  the  Big  Four  Railroad,  in  the 
incorporation  of  which  he  rendered  valuable  as- 
sistance, and  for  a  time  directed  its  business. 

Although  Mr.  Gray  some  time  ago  disposed  of 
his  interest  in  the  bank,  he  nevertheless  still  holds 
large  and  valuable  property  interests.     For  a  time 


he  resided  in  California,  where  he  was  in  the  real- 
estate  business  together  with  his  brother,  Gordon 
Y.  He  now  owns  a  block  of  twelve  flats  in  Chi- 
cago, a  valuable  farm  comprising  three  hundred 
and  seventy  acres  in  Berrien  Count}',  two  hun- 
dred and  foity  acres  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  an 
elegant  residence  and  considerable  business  prop- 
erty in  Niles.  The  fact  that  he  has  attained  a  po- 
sition of  prominence  among  the  wealthy  land-hold- 
ers of  Niles  proves  the  possession  of  abilities  of  no 
common  order.  Upon  starting  out  in  life,  he  had 
no  capital,  but  possessed  an  immense  amount  of 
perseverance,  energy  and  the  American  quality  of 
"go-aheaditiveness."  The  result  was  that,  although 
scarcely  in  the  prime  of  his  mental  vigor,  he  has  at- 
tained a  competency  of  this  world's  goods.  He  has 
always  been  interested  in  all  measures  conducive 
to  the  progress  of  the  city  and  the  welfare  of  the 
citizens.  In  politics,  he  atliliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  has  served  for  one  term  as  Mayor 
of  Niles. 

In  the  autumn  of  1868,  Mr.  Gray  married  Miss 
P^mma  V.,  daughter  of  Joseph  C.  Larimer,  of  Niles. 
Mr.  Larimer  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Micliigar?, 
and  at  one  time  served  as  President  of  Dowagiac 
County,  being  one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  of 
that  locality.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gra}^  are  the  parents 
of  one  son,  Gordon. 
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H.  WARNER.  The  father  of  this  promin- 
ent and  successful  agriculturist,  Habbell 
Warner,  was  a  product  of  the  Empire  Stale, 
born  in  Herkimer  County,  Warren  Township,  and 
there  followed  the  trade  of  harness-maker  until 
thirty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  started  out  as  an 
agriculturist.  His  father,  Oliver  Warner,  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  and  died  in  that  State  in 
1813.  Habbell  Warner  married  Miss  Catherine 
Hughes,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Herkimer  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  their  nuptials  were  celebrated  in  that 
county  in  1825.  Her  father,  John  Hughes,  was 
born  in  New  York  State,  and  was  of  Scotch  de- 
scent. 
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In  the  year  1832  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner  moved 
to  Cayii<j:a  County,  New  York  State,  but  in  the 
spring  of  1837  they  emigrated  to  Michigan  and 
settled  at  Paw  Paw.  In  September  of  the  same 
year  they  moved  to  this  county  and  settled  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  our  subject,  but  which  was 
then  a  ])art  of  th<^  farm  of  Josephus  Card.  Mr. 
Warner  also  entered  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land,  and  resided  on  this  until  1859,  when 
he  removed  to  Dowagiac  and  lived  a  retired  life. 
His  estimable  companion  died  there  in  1877,  and 
in  1880  Mr.  Warner  made  his  home  with  our  sub- 
ject, and  i)assed  quietly  away  in  1887,  when  eighty- 
seven  years  of  age.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Ei)iscopal  Church,  in  which  he  was  an 
active  worker.  Of  the  seven  children  born  to  the 
above  worthy  couple,  only  two  besides  our  subject 
are  now  living,  James  H.  and  Angeline  Snider. 
^Ir.  Warner  took  a  prominent  part  in  township 
affairs,  was  Supervisor,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  etc., 
and  was  much  esteemed  for  his  many  estimable 
(jualities.     In  politics,  he  was  a  Democrat. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  February  6, 
1828,  and  his  native  State  was  New  York.  He  was 
born  in  Herkimer  County,  and  was  but  nine  years 
of  age  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Michi- 
gan. Mis  educational  advantages  were  limited,  as 
he  attended  the  subscription  schools  for  a  short 
time  only,  most  of  his  time  being  taken  up  in 
assisting  to  clear  the  farm.  Indians  were  numer- 
ous, and  the  thick  timber  hid  many  a  lurking  ani- 
mal. Thus  he  grew  to  sturdy  manhood,  and  in 
1852  he  was  married  to  Miss  Orley  Ann  Shaw,  a 
daughter  of  Richard  Shaw  and  sister  to  Mrs.  I.  N. 
Gard.  (See  sketch.)  Mrs  Warner  was  born  on 
Young's  Prairie,  this  county,  February  10,  1833. 
After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warner  lived  on  a 
farm  on  Little  Prairie  until  1859,  when  they 
moved  to  the  old  homestead,  on  which  they  have 
resided  up  to  the  present.  They  are  now  the 
owners  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land, 
sixty-five  acres  under  the  plow,  and  have  made 
many  improvements  in  the  place.  Recently  Mr. 
Warner  sold  eighty  acres. 

Five  of  the  seven  children  born  to  this  union 
are  now  living:  Charles  E.,  Emily,  M.  Edna,  Cath- 
erine and  Sophia.    The  eldest  died  in  infancy.    Ella 


is  also  deceased.  Mr.  Warner  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternit}^  at  Volinia,  and  was  Secretary  of 
the  same  for  some  time.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Club  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Anti- 
Horse  Thief  Association,  being  an  officer  in  the 
latter  organization — ''Foreman  of  Riders."  His 
son  Charles  is  a  well-known  educator  of  the 
county;  Emily  is  teaching  at  Grand  Rapids,  and 
Catherine  has  also  taught.  Edna  is  now  cashier 
and  book-keeper  in  a  store  at  Cassopolis,  this 
count3\  Mr.  Warner  has  been  a  member  of  the 
vSchool  Board  for  years  and  is  interested  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  public  welfare.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  has  held  the  office  of  Town- 
ship Treasurer  for  six  years,  was  also  School  In- 
spector, and  was  frequently  a  delegate  to  county 
conventions.  He  is  at  present  erecting  a  fine  resi- 
dence in  Cassopolis,  and  there  he  expects  to  move 
in  the  near  future. 
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G'^^lEORGE  C.  HARTMAN,  a  practical  general 
.  agriculturist  and  self-reliant  man,  winning 
^  [  his  way  in  life  with  energetic  and  unflag- 
ging industry,  has  for  more  than  thirty  years  re- 
sided upon  his  present  homestead,  pleasantly  lo- 
cated in  Pipestone  Township,  Berrien  County, 
Mich.  His  father,  a  native  of  Maiden  Lane,  New 
York  City,  was  John  Hartman,  born  in  1789,  and 
a  son  of  Conrad  Hartman,  born  in  New  Jersey, 
but  of  German  descent.  The  paternal  grandfather 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  parti- 
cipated in  the  battle  of  Monmouth  when  only 
fourteen  years  of  age.  The  paternal  great-grand- 
father was  also  a  brave  soldier  of  the  Revolution. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  Sarah  (Sedgwick)  Hart- 
man, was  a  native  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  Sedgwick.  She  was  also  a 
cousin  of  Gen.  Sedgwick,  who  made  a  gallant  rec- 
ord in  the  Civil  War.  The  parents  of  our  subject 
were  married  in  Lyons,  N.  Y.,  and  lived  in  that 
locality  all  their  lives.  The  mother  died  in  1831, 
but  the  father  survived  until  1872.  Four  chil- 
dren blessed  tUeii  union,  of  whom   our  subject  is 
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now  the  sole  survivor.  The  parents  were  mem- 
bers of  tlie  Presbyterian  Church,  and  for  forty 
years  the  father's  seat  in  church  was  never  vacant. 
IJe  was  a  liard-working  man  and  a  skillful  mechanic, 
and  did  blacksmitliing  work  in  the  State  Prison  at 
Auburn. 

The  father  married  Miss  Gertrude  Porter  for  his 
second  wife.  Of  the  five  children  born  unto  this 
union  three  yet  survive,  and  are  living  on  the  old 
farm  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  The  two  sons  and 
one  daughter  are  James,  Isaac  and  Julia.  One 
son,  P^dward,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Second  Michigan 
Infantry,  and  died  in  the  service.  Our  subject 
was  born  in  Lyons  Township,  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  July  6,  1822.  Reared  upon  a  farm,  he  re- 
ceived a  good  common-school  education  in  the 
district,  and  remained  at  home,  working  at  the 
blacksmith  trade,  until  his  marriage  in  1851  to 
Miss  Kate  Farmer,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Huldah  (Burton)  Farmer.  The  father  was  born  in 
New  Jersey  September  12,  1779,  and  the  mother 
w^s  born  January  27,  1790.  Mr.  Farmer  engaged 
in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  for  some  time  in 
Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  and  then,  in  1835, 
moved  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  This  latter  city  be- 
came his  permanent  residence,  and  he  received  em- 
ployment for  many  years  in  the  Navy  Yard,  and 
died  in  the  Empire  State  in  1838.  His  good  wife 
survived  until  1883,  and  passed  away  in  Michigan. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farmer  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  living:  William  S.,  and 
Mrs.  Hartman,  who  was  born  November  14,  1821, 
in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.  Educated  in  her 
birthplace,  Mrs.  Hartman  there  grew  up  to  woman- 
hood and  married. 

Immediately  following  his  wedding,  our  subject 
made  a  brief  visit  to  Michigan,  then  returning  to 
the  East  spent  eighteen  months  in  Brooklyn.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  length  of  time  the  young 
husband  and  wife  settled  permanently  in  Michi- 
gan, locating  in  Pipestone  Township,  where  Mr. 
Hartman  engaged  in  the  dairy  business  in  com- 
pany with  W.  S.  Farmer  for  three  years.  The  suc- 
ceeding three  years  he  devoted  to  clearing  land  on 
shares,  and  finally,  in  1860,  settled  on  his  present 
farm,  then  all  wild  land.  He  had  no  money,  but 
owned  a  yoke  of  cattle,  and  with   determined  en- 


ergy worked  his  way  upward.  He  built  a  frame 
house  and  plastered  it  himself,  having  first  made 
the  tools  and  lumber.  He  chopped  and  logged  and, 
aided  by  his  yoke  of  oxen,  accomplished  an  im- 
mense amount  of  profitable  work.  Of  the  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  one  hundred  are  now 
under  high  cultivation.  Six  children  brightened 
the  home,  three  yet  surviving:  Georgiana,  wife  of 
Charles  L.  Lamore,  a  resident  of  Pipestone  Town- 
ship, and  mother  of  one  child,  Willie  El  wood; 
Farmer,  who  married  Ida  Tuggart,  has  one  child 
and  makes  his  home  in  Pipestone  Township;  and 
Allan  Leslie,  at  home.  Our  subject  gave  his  chil- 
dren the  best  education  attainable  in  the  locality. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  but  is  not  active, 
and  voted  in  1844  and  1864,  and  but  twice  since. 
He  was  an  admirer  of  Gen.  Grant  and  has  in  his 
parlor  a  prized  memento,  a  chair  used  in  the  office 
of  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  in  New  York  City.  Mr.  Hart- 
man has  been  a  hard-working  man  and  through 
his  self-reliant  efforts  has  attained  a  position  of 
independence.  Upright  and  industrious,  he  com- 
mands the  respect  of  his  associates  and  fellow- 
townsmen. 


f  I  t  \ 


^,ROF.  MARCUS  S.  OWEN  was  born  in  Ox- 
ford, Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  April  25, 
1820,  and  traces  his  lineage  to  Wales,  rep- 
resentatives of  his  family  having  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  an  early  day  and 
made  settlement  in  the  Empire  State.  There 
Grandfather  Alvin  Owen  was  born  and  that  State 
was  also  the  birthplace  of  S.  W.  Owen,  father  of 
our  subject.  The  last-named  saw  active  military 
service  in  the  War  of  1812,  where  he  fought  for 
the  freedom  of  our  country  and  its  protection 
against  the  encroachments  of  an  insidious  enemy. 
For  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumbering 
business,  in  which  he  had  large  interests,  and  was 
quite  successful.  His  wife  was  Sallie,  daughter  of 
John  Sherwood,  a  resident  of  Connecticut. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  j^ears,  our  subject  com- 
menced  the  study  of  music,  for  which   he  had  a 
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predilection.  His  first  instructors  were  Thomas 
I  listings  and  W.  B.  Jkadbury,  of  New  York  City, 
under  wlioni  lie  acquired  great  proficiency  in  vocal 
music  and  as  a  violinist.  His  perseverance,  in  con- 
nection with  an  unusual  degree  of  natural  talent, 
contributed  to  the  attainment  of  high  skill  .as  a 
musician,  and  at  an  earl}'  age  he  won  considerable 
local  fame  as  a  skilled  artist.  In  1857  he  removed 
from  New  York  City  to  Chicago  and  thence  to 
(ialesburg.  111.,  where  he  engaged  as  an  instructor 
of  vocal  music  and  the  violin  for  a  period  of  four 
years.  Returning  to  Chicago,  he  there  followed 
his  })rofession  for  two  years. 

In  18()6  Prof.  Owen  came  to  IJenton  Harbor, 
where  he  has  taught  instrumental  music  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  also  gives  instruction  on  the  vi- 
olin, but  has  abandoned  vocal  music.  He  cares 
little  for  politics,  but  advocates  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party  and  supports  his  opinions 
with  his  ballot.  His  marriage  in  1857  united  him 
with  Miss  Adelaide  J.  Pope,  who  was  at  that  time 
a  resident  of  New  Berlin,  Chenango  County,  N.  Y. 
Her  father,  Asa  Pope,  was  a  native  of  New  York 
and  the  son  of  Gates  Pop6,  likewise  of  the  Empire 
State,  the  latter  in  turn  being  the  son  of  Gershom 
(iates,  a  native  of  Vermont  and  a  Captain  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution,  serving  under  Arnold  in 
the  Army  of  the  North.  The  Pope  ancestors 
sailed  from  Plymouth,  England,  on  the  20th  of 
March,  1629,  on  a  vessel  called  '^The  Mary  t% 
John,"  commanded  by  Capt.  Squab.  Settling  at 
Mattapan,  Mass.,  they  gave  to  the  place  the  name 
of  Dorchester,  that  being  in  June  of  1630. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Owen  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Charlotte  Stoneman  and  was  of  English 
descent.  Her  father,  Richard  Stoneman,  was  a  na- 
tive of  London,  England,  and  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  New  Berlin,  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y^  He  was  a  man  of  splendid  intel- 
lect and  strong  personality,  wielding  great  influ- 
ence in  his  community  and  becoming  well  known 
throughout  the  State.  He  was  the  grandfather  of 
the  late  Gen.  George  Stoneman.  Prof,  and  Mrs. 
Owen  have  been  the  parents  of  two  children, 
one  of  whom,  Erank,  died  when  a  child.  Al- 
ice is  the  widow  of  W.  Brown,  of  Kalamazoo 
County,   Mich.,   who   (bed   in    Benton    Harbor  in 


1887.  Mrs.  Owen  is  also  a  music  teacher,  her  spe- 
cialty being  the  piano  and  organ.  The  pioneer 
musicians  of  Benton  Harbor  are  largely  indebted 
to  Prof.  Owen  and  his  wife  for  their  success  in  de- 
veloping the  musical  talent  of  the  young  people 
here. 


VW     Silv 
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ILLIAM  H.  SWISHER.  The  fine  farm  of 
is  gentleman,  situated  on  section  22, 
ver  Creek  Township,  Cass  County, 
Mich.,  is  an  ornament  to  the  township,  and  one  of 
the  best  to  be  found  m  the  county.  William  H. 
Swisher  is  a  product  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in 
Preble  County  in  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  John  T. 
and  Millison  (Elliott)  Swisher. 

John  T.  Swisher  is  a  native  of  that  grand  old 
State,  Virginia,  as  were  also  his  parents,  Solomon 
and  Elizabeth  (Bonar)  Swisher.  Our  subject's 
great-grandparents  were  natives  of  Germany,  and 
came  to  America  in  Colonial  days,  or  at  a  time 
antedating  the  Revolution.  They  were  married 
in  their  native  country,  and  after  reaching  the 
United  States  settled  near  Philadelphia,  where 
they  bought  land.  Later,  they  emigrated  to  Vir- 
ginia and  reared  a  family  of  eight  children.  The 
great-grandfather  was  killed  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  his  death  occurring  when  our  subject's  father 
was  quite  small. 

Solomon  Swisher  served  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  tailor's  trade,  and  that  was  his  principal  occu- 
pation through  life,  although  during  the  latter 
part  of  his  days  he  was  interested  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  married  in  Virginia  the  daughter  of 
Jasper  and  Elizabeth  Bonar.  Mr.  Bonar  was  also 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  About  the 
year  1827  Solomon  Swisher  and  family  emigrated 
to  Preble  County,  Ohio,  more  on  account  of  his 
son,  John  T.,  not  wishing  to  live  in  a  slave  State, 
and  there  he  became  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm. 
He  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  a  brave 
and  faithful  soldier.  The  eight  children  born  to 
his  marriage  were  named  in  the  order  of  their 
births,  as   follows;   John  T.,    Rutli,  Ilillery,  Jo- 
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siah,  Elizabeth,  Charlotte,  Catherine  and  Solo- 
mon. Mr.  Swisher  held  membership  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  his  wife  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  both  were  worthy  and 
consistent  members  of  their  respective  churches.  He 
was  a  prominent  man  in  his  day,  who  alwa3^s  voted 
the  old  Whig  ticket,  and  held  many  of  the  local 
offices  in  the  township  and  county.  Socially,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  cfe  Accepted 
Masons.  His  death  occurred  in  the  Buckeye 
State. 

John  T.  Swisher's  birth  occurred  in  the  year 
1812,  and  he  secured  a  limited  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  day.  Being  a  great  reader  and 
student,  all  his  spare  time  was  spent  with  his  books, 
and  in  that  way  he  secured  a  good  practical  edu- 
cation. When  eighteen  years  of  age  he  began 
teaching,  but  followed  this  only  a  short  time,  and 
then  went  on  a  farm,  where  he  received  twenty-five 
cents  per  day.  When  about  twenty-one  years  of 
age  he  went  to  Carroll  County,  Ind.,  and  entered 
fort}^  acres  on  the  banks  of  the  Wabash  River. 
He  never  moved  on  this  land,  but  purchased 
land  near  his  father's  farm  in  Ohio.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  the  last-named  State  to  Miss  Millison  El- 
liott, daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Elliott)  Elliott 
and  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  as  were  also  her 
parents. 

Nine  children  were  the  fruits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Swisher's  union,  and  they  are  named  as  follows: 
Harriet,  Ann  E.,  Mary,  Sarah,  William  H.  (our  sub- 
ject), Charlotte,  Thomas,  Solomon  and  John.  Mr. 
Swisher  became  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  in  Ohio,  I 
and  there  remained  until  1852,  when  the  rich  soil  ! 
of  Michigan  tempted  him  to  make  a  settlement 
within  its  border.  He  at  one  time  owned  about 
one  thousand  acres  of  land,  but  he  has  divided 
with  his  children  and  now  has  about  three  hun- 
dred acres.  In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Swisher 
has  ever  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  are  highly  honored  citizens. 

William  H.  Swisher  was  about  five  years  of  age 
wlicn  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Cass  Coun- 
ty, Mich.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  Silver 
Creek  Township,  that  county,  supplementing  a 
common-school  education  by  attending  the  schools 


of  Ypsilanti,  and  when  he  had  attained  his  major- 
ity his  father  gave  him  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 
This  was  partly  improved  and  on  it  he  has  a  good 
home  at  the  present  time.  When  twenty-two 
years  of  age  he  was  married  to  Miss  p]mma  Yund, 
a  native  of  the  Empire  State.  She  came  with  her 
parents  to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  when  young,  and 
here  grew  to  womanhood. 

To  our  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  two 
children,  Gertrude  and  Iva,  both  bright  and  in- 
teresting. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swisher  are  worthy  mem- 
bers of  the  Disciples  Church,  and  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons  at  Do wagiac. 
In  politics,  he  has  ever  been  a  Republican  and  has 
been  quite  a  leader  in  his  township.  He  was  Su- 
pervisor of  his  township  three  terms  and  has  also 
been  Justice  of  the  Peace,  discharging  the  duties 
of  both  positions  in  a  very  capable  manner.  He 
has  been  dealing  in  stock  to  some  extent,  feeding 
and  shipping,  but  the  principal  part  of  his  time  has 
been  devoted  to  farmino;. 


^^ULIUS  O.  BECRAFT,  Postmaster  at  Dowa- 
giac,  formerly  editor  and  sole  owner  of  the 
Do  wagiac  Republican^  was  born  in  this  ciiy 
_  on  the  27th  of  April,  1850.  He  is  of  Ger- 
man  descent,  his  paternal  grandfather  having  emi- 
grated from  Germany  and  settled  in  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  farming  pur- 
suits. In  that  county  Isaiah  S.  Becraft  was  born, 
and  there  he  grew  to  a  stalwart  manhood,  mean- 
while aiding  in  the  work  of  clearing  and  improv- 
ing the  farm.  Upon  coming  to  Michigan  he  lo- 
cated in  Macomb  County,  and  thence  in  1848  he 
removed  to  Dowagiac,  where  he  followed  the  trade 
of  a  builder  and  contractor  and  erected  some  of 
the  first  houses  in  the  place. 

In  Macomb  County,  Mich.,  Isaiah  S.  Becraft 
married  Miss  1^3'dia,  daughter  of  James  Wallace, 
and  of  Scotch  descent.  Two  children  were  born 
of  this  marriage.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
he  again  married  in  Maaomb  County  and  came  to 
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Dowagiac,  ^\here  they  lived  happily  until  severed 
by  death.  One  of  the  first  merchants  in  Dowaglac, 
Mr.  Becraft  engaged  in  merchandising  for  a  time 
here.  He  served  as  Deputy  Sheriff  of  the  county 
and  as  Treasurer  of  the  township.  At  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  1865,  he  was  filling  the  position  of 
United  States  Deputy  Provost  Marshal  and  also 
held  a  commission  in  the  United  States  Secret  Ser- 
vice. In  his  political  opinions  he  was  first  a  Whig, 
and  upon  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  united  with  its  supporters  and  remained  an 
adherent  of  its  principles  until  his  demise.  Soci- 
ally, he  was  identified  with  the  Masonic  order  and 
was  a  charier  member  of  the  first  Masonic  lodge 
organized  in  Dowagiac. 

Of  his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Becraft,  as  above  stated, 
became  the  father  of  two  children.  His  second  mar- 
riage united  him  with  Caroline  Wallace,  sister  of  his 
first  wife,  and  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  chil- 
dren. Julius  O.,  one  of  the  children  born  to  the 
first  union,  was  reared  in  Dowagiac  and  attended 
school  until  fourteen  years  old,  when  he  became 
self-supporting.  For  about  two  years  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a  basket  shop,  but  later  secured  a  posi- 
tion as  clerk  in  a  dry -goods  store  at  Kalamazoo. 
After  working  there  for  two  years,  he  returned  to 
Dowagiac  and  at  first  clerked  in  the  postoflice; 
later  he  engaged  in  sellings  dry  goods  for  a  year  or 
more,  after  which  he  became  freight  clerk  in  the 
depot  at  Cassopolis.  He  was  in  that  position  only 
a  short  time  when  he  resigned  and,  returning  to 
Dowagiac,  accepted  a  position  in  the  postoffice.  A 
year  afterward  he  was  appointed  station  agent  at 
Cassopolis  for  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad. 
Two  years  were  spent  there  and  a  like  period  in 
Dowagiac  in  the  same  position. 

Having  been  appointed  Assistant  Postmaster, 
Mr.  Becraft  served  with  efficiency  in  that  position 
for  about  nine  years,  when  a  change  in  administra- 
tion caused  the  resignation  of  the  corps  of  officials. 
He  then  embarked  in  business  as  a  fire  insurance 
agent  and  was  quite  successful  in  that  line  of  work. 
At  the  time  of  President  Harrison's  election,  a 
change  was  made  in  the  postoffice  at  Dowagiac 
and  Mr.  Becraft  was  appointed  Postmaster,  assum- 
ing tlie  duties  of  the  position  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1890,    JMr.  Ikeraft  was  married,  in   1870,  to 
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Miss  Hattie  Britton,  a  native  of  Albion,  Mich., 
and  the  union  was  blessed  by  tlie  birth  of  two 
children:  Fred  E.,  who  is  now  postal  clerk  on  the 
Chicago  &  Grand  Trunk  Railway  between  Chicago 
and  Port  Huron;  and  Charles,  who  died  m  in- 
fancy. 

Politically,  Mr.  Becraft  has  always  been  a  stanch 
Republican  and  has  been  influential  in  the  ranks 
of  his  chosen  party.  For  years  he  filled  the  posi- 
tion of  City  Recorder.  He  has  been  a  member  of  ' 
the  Republican  Congressional  Committee  of  the 
Fourth  District  for  twelve  j^ears  and  is  now  its 
Chairman.  He  has  been  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Board  of  Education  for  a  number  of  years, 
serving  as  its  Secretary  at  the  present  time.  Soci- 
ally, his  connections  are  with  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, he  being  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a  Knight- 
Templar;  he  is  also  indentified  with  the  Knights 
of  Honor  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
and  has  held  ofificial  positions  in  both,  organiza- 
tions. 

The  Dovvagiac  Republican,  of  which  Mr.  Becraft 
was  proprietor  and  editor,  was  established  in  1858 
and  is  the  oldest  paper  in  the  county.  His  inter- 
est in  it  dates  from  the  year  1890,  and  it  is  largely 
through  his  influence  that  it  has  maintained  its 
position  among  the  prominent  political  organs  of 
the  county.  Stronglj^  Republican  in  politics,  it  is 
nevertheless  not  partisan  in  preferences,  but  aims 
principally  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  peo[)le 
of  the  city,  irrespective  of  political  belief. 


^>^^.«ep 
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EORGE  G.  BROWN,  by  trade  a  ship-car- 
penter, but  now  devoting  himself  to  the 
culture  of  the  soil,  and  one  of  the  prominent 
general  agriculturists  and  stock-raisers  of  Weesaw 
Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  owns  a  valu- 
able homestead  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
finely  improved  and  located  three  and  a-half 
miles  northeast  of  Three  Oaks.  Mr.  Brown  is  a 
native  of  the  German  Empire  and  was  born  in 
Hesse-Cassel  July  17,  1839.  His  parents,  Andrew 
and  Mary  (Weifenbach)  Brown,  were  botli  born  in 
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the  Fatherland  and  were  descendants  of  a  long 
line  of  sturdy  ancestry,  who  from  remote  genera- 
tions had  been  true  and  faitliful  subjects  of  the 
reigning  powers.  The  honest,  liard-working  and 
intelligent  father  and  motlier,  however,  appreciated 
the  advantages  offered  by  a  Republican  Govern- 
ment, and  when  our  subject  was  only  about  six 
3'ears  of  age,  with  their  family  and  a  few  treasured 
possessions,  emigrated  to  America.  After  a  long 
voyage,  in  1846,  they  landed  safely  in  New  York 
and  thence  proceeded  without  loss  of  time  to 
Lorain  County,  Ohio. 

The  following  year  the  father  died,  but  his 
widow  continued  to  make  Ohio  her  home  until 
May,  1893,  when  she  too  passed  away  at  an  ad- 
vanced age,  having  outlived  her  husband  forty- 
seven  years.  Eight  children,  five  sons  and  three 
daughters,  were  born  unto  the  parents,  and  two 
sons  and  one  daughter  yet  survive.  Our  subject 
was  the  fourth  child  of  the  fapaily  and  was  but  a 
little  lad  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Ohio.  He  received  a  limited  education  in  Lorain 
County,  and  remained  there  until  he  had  reached 
mature  age.  He  was  obliged  to  assist  in  the 
support  of  the  mother  and  younger  children,  and 
it  was  not  until  1868  that  he  decided  to  remove  to 
Michigan.  He  settled  at  that  time  in  Berrien 
County,  and  bought  forty  acres  of  land,  a  part  of 
the  farm  he  now  owns.  With  the  exception  of  a 
small  clearing  of  five  acres  the  purchase  was 
covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  timber.  To  the 
original  forty  our  subject  has  since  added  eighty 
acres,  now  all  brought  up  to  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation and  containing  substantial  buildings.  As 
Mr.  Brown  has  gained  his  comfortable  home  and 
pleasant  surroundings  entirely  through  his  self- 
reliant  efforts  and  unremitting  industry,  the  farm 
is  indeed  a  monument  to  his  success. 

In  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  1861,  were  united  in 
marriage  George  G.  Brown  and  Miss  Elizabeth 
Clapp,  who,  with  her  parents,  emigrated  from 
Germany  to  Ohio  in  a  very  early  day.  Our 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  six  children 
all  living.  Mary  was  the  eldest  born;  Louisa  re- 
sides in  Niles  and  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Etzzorn; 
Willie  is  the  eldest  son;  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Yite;  and  Frank  and  Elmpr  complete  the  U§t  of 


brothers  and  sisters.  Mr.  Brown  worked  at  his 
trade  of  a  ship-carpenter  ten  years  in  Ohio,  Lorain 
County,  and  since  that  time  has  successfully 
devoted  his  entire  attention  to  farming  duties. 
He  and  his  good  wife  are  valued  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Church  and  are  liberal  givers  in 
behalf  of  religious  work.  Our  subject  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  the  enterprises  of  the  township 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance Co.  Politically,  a  Republican,  he  cast  his 
first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  Interested  in 
educational  advancement,  Mr.  Brown  hasaidedand 
encouraged  hissonsand  daughters  to  fit  themselves 
well  for  the  battle  of  life  and,  winning  his  way 
upward,  has  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his  family 
occupying  positions  of  usefulness  and  command- 
ing the  respect  of  all  who  know  them. 


^^^1 


m^m 


[/_.  ON.  WILLIAM  M.  YROOMAN,  Mayor  of 
^  Dowagiac  and  an  influential  business  man 
of  this  city,  was  born  in  Jackson  County, 
Mich.,  October  4,  1848,  being  the  son  of 
Charles  W.  Yrooman,  a  native  of  New  York  and  a 
pioneer  of  Michigan.  William  M.  was  reared  in 
Jackson  County,  and  his  schooling  was  obtained 
in  the  district  schools,  but  his  education  has  been 
gained  piincipally  by  observation  and  experience. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  Mr.  Vrooman  pur- 
chased land  in  Jackson  County,  and  engaged  in 
farming  there  for  three  years,  after  which  Ue  came 
to  Dowagiac  and  engaged  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness in  this  city  for  eighteen  months.  Returning 
to  Jackson  County,  he  located  on  the  old  Vroo- 
man homestead  and  remained  there  until  the  fall 
of  1882,  when  he  sold  the  propert^^  and  again 
came  to  Dowagiac.  Forming  a  partnership  with 
G.  E.  Bishop,  under  the  firm  name  of  Bishop  & 
Vrooman,  our  subject  conducted  a  flourishing  busi- 
ness until  the  winter  of  1890,  when  the  partner- 
ship was  dissolved. 

Buying  out  the  firm  of  Bliss  <^  Gilbert,  Mr. 
Vrooman  has  since  conducted  business  alon^.  On 
Fvpftt;  {Street  l^e  has  a  commodiousi  mA  coi^yeu- 
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ieiitly  arraigned  storeroom,  twenty  feet  front  and 
one  hundred  feet  deep,  and  he  utilizes  the  base- 
ment and  upper  floors.  In  addition  to  this,  he  has 
a  lar^e  warehouse,  where  he  stores  his  agricultural 
implements,  etc.  He  carries  on  an  extensive  and 
lucrative  business  in  agricultural  imi>lements  and 
carriages,  and  also  keeps  on  hand  a  complete  as- 
sortment of  hardware  and  tinware,  as  well  as  stoves 
and  ranges.  At  the  present  time  six  men  are 
given  steady  emploj'ment  and  a  flourishing  busi- 
ness is  conducted. 

October  4,  1870,  Mr.  Vrooman  married  Miss 
Eliza,  daughter  of  Allen  McMichell,  and  a  native 
of  Jackson  Count}^  Mich.  Two  children  have 
blessed  the  union,  Bert  A.  and  Bessie,  who  are  at- 
tending school  at  Dowagiac.  Politically,  Mr. 
Vrooman  is  a  Democrat,  and  is  actively  interested 
in  local  politics.  In  the  spring  of  1891  he  was 
elected  Mayor  of  the  city  and  is  still  serving  in 
that  position,  having  been  instrumental  in  secur- 
ing many  municipal  reforms  and  much-needed  im- 
provements. In  1887  he  became  Treasurer  of  the 
city  and  filled  that  position  one  year.  He  also  served 
for  one  year  as  Supervisor,  and  in  all  the  ofticial 
positions  occupied  by  him  has  served  with  credit 
to  himself  and  to  the  universal  satisfaction  of  the 
people.  In  regard  to  social  connections,  he  is  a 
Knight  of  Pythias  and  a  member  of  the  order  of 
United  Woodmen  of  America. 


ARVEY  CADY,  a  representative  general 
agriculturist  of  Berrien  Township,  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  has  for  fifby  years  been  a 
witness  of  the  rapid  growth  and  upward 
progress  of  his  immediate  locality,  which,  from  an 
almost  unbroken  wilderness,  has  within  this  period 
of  time  been  transformed  into  meadow-land,  wav- 
ing fields  and  populous  country.  Mr.  Cady  is  a 
native  of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born 
in  April,  1829.  His  parents,  Aleale  and  Abigail 
(Royce)  Cady,  were  both  natives  of  the  Empire 
Htate,  the  ipotUer's  ^^il^  home  being  in  Cayuga, 


while  the  father  was  born  in  Sai*atoga  County. 
The  parents  were  united  in  the  birthplace  of  the 
mother,  and  after  their  marriage  continued  for 
many  years  to  reside  in  Cayuga  County,  where 
the  father  carried  on  a  shoemaking  business,  and 
also  engaged  in  farming.  In  1843,  with  their 
family,  the  parents,  journeying  to  the  West,  locat- 
ed in  Michigan,  settling  on  section  84,  Berrien 
Township.  They  were  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances and  were  prospered  in  their  new  home. 
The  father  industriously  converted  the  wild  land 
into  an  extensive  and  finely  improved  homestead 
and  owned  over  a  three  hundred  acre  tract.  The 
worthy  parents  took  an  active  interest  in  all  the 
matters  of  the  township,  and,  passing  away  at  an 
advanced  age,  were  regretted  by  their  old  friends 
and  neighbors. 

Homes  were  few^  and  far  between  in  those  early 
days  of  1843,  but  as  changes  came  the  father  iden- 
tified himself  with*  the  growth  of  enterprise.  He 
and  his  good  wife  were  valued  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  actively  aided  in 
religious  work.  Politically,  Father  Cady  was  an 
old-line  Whig  and  conservative  in  his  views.  A 
man  of  fair  education,  he  was  School  Inspector  for 
several  years  and  faithfully  assisted  in  the  promo- 
tion of  educational  advancement.  He  was  a  fine 
penman  and  skillful  in  making  out  reports  and  all 
the  practical  work  demanded  by  an  executive  posi- 
tion. Harvey  Cady  attended  the  schools  of  his 
native  State  in  his  earl 3'  boyhood  and  later  com- 
pleted his  studies  in  the  little  log  schoolhouse  of 
Berrien  Township.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  he  began  life  for  himself  and  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter.  He  followed  the  occupation 
for  nine  years  and  then  entered  into  the  pursuit 
of  agriculture  in  Three  Oaks  Township,  farming 
the  northeast  eighty  acres  of  that  township  for 
twenty  years.  In  1882  our  subject  settled  on  his 
present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty -one  acres, 
most  of  it  under  cultivation  and  now  rented  to  a 
tenant. 

In  1857,  Harvey  Cad}^  and*  MIbs  Cornelia 
Bailey  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Cady,  a 
most  estimable  lady,  now  deceased,  was  a  daughter 
of  pioneer  settlers  of  Berrien  County.  Reared 
amid  primitive  scenes,  she  wfvs  a  native  of  C^ss 
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County,  Mich.,  and,  born  in  1838,  passed  away  in 
1877.  She  was  the  mother  of  four  children: 
George  W.,  who  resides  in  La  Porte,  Ind.;  Mattie, 
the  wife  of  Erastus  Hickman,  who  has  two  children 
and  lives  at  Three  Oaks;  Fannie  M.,  the  wife  of 
A.  J.  Valentine,  who  has  two  children  and  is  at 
home  in  Benton  Harbor;  and  Fred  William,  the 
youngest-born.  Mr.  Cady  was  a  second  time 
married,  in  1878,  to  Esther  Barnes,  a  daughter  of 
Ivorj'  Barnes,  of  Vermont.  Mrs.  Cady  was  born 
in  Berrien  County  and,  receiving  a  good  education, 
completed  her  studies  in  Valparaiso.  She  is  an  ac- 
complished lady  and  taught  school  several  years  in 
Indiana.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cady  have  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  one  child,  H.  McDonald  Cady. 
Formerly  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Mrs.  Cady  is  now  connected  with  the 
United  Brethren  Church  and  is  an  active  worker 
and  teacher  in  the  Sunday-school  of  this  latter  de- 
nomination. Our  subject  was  for  some  length  of 
time  a  member  of  the  School  Board  of  Three  Oaks 
and  aided  his  children  to  obtain  an  excellent  edu- 
cation. The  family  contains  a  bright  little  girl, 
Myrtle  Barnes,  a  sweet  singer  and  the  daughter  of 
a  brother  of  Mrs.  Cady,  who  is  bringing  this  little 
child  up  as  her  own.  Politically,  Mr.  Cady  is  a 
Republican,  and,  intelligently  posted  on  both  local 
and  national  issues,  is  a  liberal  and  progressive 
citizen,  identified  with  matters  of  mutual  welfare 
and  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 
Together  with  his  excellent  wife  and  family,  our 
subject  occupies  an  enviable  position  of  usefulness 
and  influence  and  possesses  many  sincere  friends. 


i^+^ 


ITT  J.  PIERCE.  The  pioneers  of  south- 
western  Michigan  have  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative in  this  venerable  man,  who  is 
spending  the  twilight  of  his  life  at  his 
pleasant  home  in  Buchanan.  He  was  born  in 
Hamburgh,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  9th  of  No- 
vember, 1817.  His  grandfather,  Giles,  and  his  fa- 
ther, George  Pierce,  were  both  natives  of  Vermont, 
and  the  latter  was  an  active  participant;  in  the 


War  of  1812.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  Lydia 
Littlefield,  was  also  born  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  and  her  brother  was  at  one  time  the  Sheriff 
of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

After  their  marriage  the  parents  of  our  subject 
located  on  a  farm  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,and  there 
resided  until  about  1827,  when  they  removed  to 
Ohio  and  made  settlement  about  seven  miles  south 
of  Painesville.  In  1850  they  came  to  Berrien 
County,  where  the  father  died  at  the  age  of  four- 
score years.  The  mother  passed  away  when  sev- 
enty-five 3'ears  of  age.  They  had  three  sons  who 
grew  to  manhood,  but  one  of  these  is  now  de- 
ceased. The  survivors  are  Pitt  J,  and  George. 
The  first-named  was  a  lad  of  ten  years  when  he 
removed  to  Ohio  with  his  parents  and  there  grew 
to  a  sturdy  and  self-reliant  manhood. 

In  1840,  with  his  wife  and  child  and  less  than 
$6  as  his  entire  capital,  Mr.  Pierce  came  to  Mich- 
igan and  established  a  home  for  his  family  iu 
Berrien  County.  Upon  the  present  site  of  New 
Troy,  then  covered  with  a  dense  forest  growth,  he 
located  and  commenced  to  improve  a  farm.  Al- 
though he  had  innumerable  obstacles  to  encoun- 
ter during  those  earl^'  days,  he  was  hopeful,  am- 
bitious and  not  easily  discouraged.  In  a  sliort 
time  the  farm  was  placed  under  cultivation,  and 
with  a  golden  tribute  each  year  repaid  him  for  his 
exertions.  Years  passed  by,  and  as  the  seasons 
came  and  went  the  value  of  the  land  increased, 
and  its  improvements  caused  it  to  rank  as  one 
of  the  best  farms  in  the  county.  In  1891,  after 
a  half-century  of  toil,  Mr.  Pierce  retired  to  the 
rest  so  richly  merited  and  deservedly  won.  He 
now  rents  his  three  hundred  and  thirty  acre  es 
tate  and  derives  a  fair  income  therefrom. 

In  Hamden,  Ohio,  in  1839,  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  Pitt  J.  Pierce  to  Miss  Mary  Hill,  a  native 
of  the  Buckeye  State.  Three  children  were  born 
of  the  union,  but  one  died  in  infancy.  A.  W.,  a 
resident  of  Troy,  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
men  in  that  community  and  is  now  officiating  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  Lucinda  M.  married  R.  B. 
Jennings,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Buchanan. 
The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Pierce  occurred  in 
1890  and  united  him  with  Mrs.  JuUa  A.  Hess,  the 
widow  of  Michael    Hess.     Mvs.  fierce  was   bovi:^ 
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and  reared  in  Ohio,  and  is  a  lady  of  many  worthy 
qualities,  being  amiable,  cultured  and  hospitable. 
Although  for  many  years  a  Republican,  INIr.  Pierce 
has  recently  changed  his  political  views  somewhat, 
and  now  supports  the  principles  of  Democracy. 


ANIEL  SHEEHAN.  Among  the  success- 
ful business  enterprises  of  Niles  is  the 
plumbing,  steam  and  gas  fitting  establish- 
ment owned  and  conducted  by  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  Beginning  in  life  for  himself,  he 
was  without  capital  other  than  that  which  is  rep- 
resented by  habits  of  industry  and  self-reliance. 
These  qualities,  combined  with  excellent  judg- 
ment and  sound  common-sense,  have  secured  for 
him  a  measure  of  success  be^^ond  wiiat  is  usually 
obtained. 

A  native  of  Ireland,  Mr.  Sheehan  was  born  in 
Portlaw,  County  Waterford,  on  the  1st  of  July, 
1843.  His  parents,  Cornelius  and  Martha  (Pike) 
Sheehan,  were  natives  of  the  P^merald  Isle,  and  the 
father  was  a  tailor  by  trade.  In  1844  he  brought 
his  family  to  the  United  States,  landing  in  New 
York  City,  where  he  remained  a  short  time.  In 
1848  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  located  in  Ann 
Arbor,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in-  Ann 
Arbor  and  was  a  student  in  a  public  school  of 
that  city.  Gibbon  has  said  that  ''''evary  person 
has  two  educations,  one  which  he  receives  from 
others,  and  one,  more  important,  which  he  gives 
to  himself."  Of  the  first  of  these  Mr.  Sheehan  has 
little  practical  knowledge,  but  with  the  latter  he 
IS  familiar..  His  education  may  be  said  to  have 
been  gained  principally  in  the  great  school  of  ex- 
perience. Through  habits  of  close  observation  and 
systematic  reading  he  gained  a  breadth  of  knowl- 
edge not  always  possessed  by  college-bred  men. 

Upon  starting  in  business  Mr.  Sheehan  followed 
the  trade  of  a  plumber,  which  he  had  learned  in 
boyhood.  In  1867  he  married  Miss  Marj^  Kear- 
ney, of  Ann  Arbor,  and  during  the  following 
year  he  came  to  Niles,  where  for  a  time  he  was   in 


the  employ  of  John  W.  Payne,  a  plumber  of  this 
city,  whom  he  afterward  bought  out.  When  the 
water-works  were  introduced  into  Niles  Mr.  Shee- 
han purchased  a  stock  of  plumbing,  gas  and  water 
fixtures  and  established  a  business  which  has  en- 
joyed a  continuous  growth.  He  constructed  the 
sewers  of  Niles,  which  he  afterward  sold  to  the 
city,  and  has  in  other  ways  secured  the  introduc- 
tion of  modern  improvements  in  Niles. 

Although  of  foreign  birth,  Mr.  Sheehan  pos- 
sesses the  patriotism  of  a  true  American  citizen, 
and  during  the  Civil  War  enlisted  in  1862  as  a 
member  of  Company  ll,  Twentieth  Michigan  In- 
fantry, commanded  by  Capt.  Wiltsee.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsyl- 
vania.  Cold  Harbor,  East  Tennessee,  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg,  and  other  minor  engagements  through- 
out North  Carolina  and  Tennessee.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  was  ordered  to  Washington,  where 
he  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review  in  July,  1865, 
and  afterward  returned  to  Ann  Arbor.  Politically 
he  is  a  Republican.  In  his  religious  connections 
he  is  a  faithful  member  of  St.  Mary's  Catholic 
Church  and  active  in  its  support. 


4^ 


\¥ 


AMES  A.  COVERDALE.  For  many  years 
this  gentleman  was  prominently'  connected 
.^.  ,  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Cass 
^^^'  County,  and  in  his  death  Milton  Township 
lost  one  of  its  most  enterprising  and  popular  citi- 
zens. He  w^as  a  native  of  Sussex  County,  Del., 
having  been  born  August  10,  1826,  and  was  the 
third  of  a  family  of  five  children  born  to  Israel 
and  Nancy  Coverdale.  At  the  age  of  ten  years 
he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Michigan,  where  he 
was  reared  to  manhood  upon  a  farm,  meantime 
enjoying  such  advantages  as  were  afforded  by  the 
schools  of  Cass  County. 

Throughout  his  entire  active  life,  Mr.  Cover- 
dale  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  A 
stanch  Republican  in  politics,  he  held  numerous 
school  oflfices,and  was  elected  to  other  positions  of 
honor,  which,  iiowever,  he   refused  to  accept  on 
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account  of  the  delicate  state  of  his  health.     In  his 


religious  belief  he  was  a  Methodist  and  officiated 
as  Trustee  in  a  church  here,  contributing  with  the 
utmost  generosity  to  its  support,  as  well  as  to 
other  religious  enterprises.  His  death  occurred 
March  15,  1892,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  Smith 
Ciiapel  Cemetery,  in  Milton  Township.  Though 
he  has  passed  from  the  scenes  of  earth  he  still  lives 
in  the  hearts  of  those  most  dear  to  him,'as  well  as 
in  the  affection  of  his  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 
He  was  for  five  years  a  Director  in  the  Farmers' 
Mutual  Insurance  Company  and  had  been  elected 
for  the  sixth  year  only  a  few  weeks  prior  to  his 
death. 

The  lady  who  for  a  long  time  was  the  devoted 
wife  and  affectionate  counselor  of  Mr.  Coverdale, 
and  who  now  remains  to  mourn  his  loss,  was  form- 
erly Miss  Elizabeth  Abbott  and  was  born  in  Kent 
County,  Del.,  on  the  16th  of  October,  1829.  Her 
father,  George  Abbott,  and  her  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Jones,  were  both  natives 
of  Delaware,  and  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, Mrs.  Coverdale  being  the  third  in  order  of 
birth.  She  received  her  education  principally  in 
Delaware,  but  also  attended  the  district  schools  of 
Milton  Township,  Cass  County,  for  one  term.  Her 
parents  were  in  humble  circumstances  when  they 
came  to  Michigan,  and  she  worked  during  one 
summer  in  Niles.  After  her  marriage,  which  took 
place  on  the  7th  of  December,  1848,  she  located 
with  her  husband  on  the  farm  where  she  now  lives. 
Their  first  home  was  a  little  log  house,  containing 
two  rooms,  but  in  1871  this  humble  dwelling  was 
replaced  by  the  present  elegant  frame  residence 
that  now  adorns  the  place. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coverdale  there  were  born 
seven  children,  as  follows:  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of 
James  Watson,  of  Boone  County,  Neb.;  Calista 
J,,  who  died  shortly  after  her  marriage  to  Robert 
Clark;  Florence  B.,  the  wife  of  Edward  Stewart,  I 
of  Niles;  Alice  E.  and  James  F.,  deceased;  Minnie, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Champion,  a  prominent 
grocer  of  Niles;  and  Alberta,  who  is  at  home  with 
her  mother.  Mrs.  Coverdale  owns  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  to  which,  since  her 
husband's  death, she  has  given  her  personal  super- 
vision.    As  she  possesses  high  ability  and  excel- 


lent judgment,  she  makes  of  her  farming  business 
a  complete  success,  and  the  estate  under  her  care- 
ful management  maintains  the  high  standard  of 
excellence  it  reached  in  Mr.  Coverdale 's  lifetime. 


^^ll-^'-f^l 


"o^-: 


JHOUSWORTH.  All  his  life  Mr.  Hous- 
worth  has  followed,  with  substantial  results, 
the  occupation  to  which  he  was  reared,  that 
^^j^.^  of  a  farmer.  He  has  been  identified  with 
the  best  interests  of  the  county  since  coming 
here,  and  his  intelligence,  enterprise  and  many  es- 
timable qualities  have  acquired  for  him  a  popu- 
larity not  derived  from  any  factitious  circum- 
stances, but  a  spontaneous  and  permanent  tribute 
to  his  merit.  Possessed  of  unusual  intelligence,  he 
seeks  to  develop  himself  as  well  as  his  agricultural 
interests  in  the  best  and  broadest  directions. 

Mr.  Housworth  was  originally  from  the  good 
old  State  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Snyder  Count}^, 
July  17,  1843,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Catherine 
(Gar man)  Housworth,  both  natives  of  the  Key- 
stone State.  The  elder  Mr.  Housworth  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer  in  his  native  State  for 
many  years,  and  was  fairly  successful  in  the  pur- 
suit. Tempted  by  the  promise  held  forth  by  Mich- 
igan as  a  rich  farming  region,  he  turned  his  face 
Westward,  and  crossed  the  borders  of  that  State  in 
1867.  He  located  in  Berrien  County,  and  was 
there  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  and  improving  a 
good  farm  until  his  death,  when  about  seventy 
years  of  age.  His  wife  died  in  Snyder  County,  Pa., 
when  sixty  years  of  age.  They  were  in  every 
way  upright,  honorable  citizens,  and  made  warm 
friends  wherever  they  located. 

The  original  of  this  notice  was  the  eighth  in  or- 
der of  birth  of  the  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five 
daughters,  born  to  the  above-mentioned  couple, 
and  was  the  fourth  son.  The  early  part  of  his 
life  was  passed  in  active  duties  on  the  farm  and 
in  attending  the  district  school,  where  he  secured 
a  fair  education.  In  the  year  1867  he  came  to 
Michigan  with  his  parents,  but  in  December  of  the 
same  year  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and  on  the 
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17th  of  that  montli  was  married  to  Miss  M.  Shaf er, 
a  native  of  that  State.  Directly  after  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Housworth  and  wife  made  their  wa}^  to 
Michigan  and  settled  in  Berrien  County,  where  he 
worked  by  the  day  for  two  years. 

After  that  he  rented  a  farm,  on  which  he  re- 
mained for  three  3^ears,  then  another  on  which  he 
tilled  the  soil  for  seven  years.  In  1880  he  bought 
the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  and  as  there 
were  but  few  improvements  made  on  it  he  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  clearing  and  bringing  it 
to  its  present  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  now 
has  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  liis  section,  and  has 
every  reason  to  be  proud  of  it.  He  has  eight3^  acres 
of  productive  soil,  with  four  acres  in  timlTer,and  the 
land  is  worth  at  least  $100  per  acre.  Mr.  Housworth 
is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views,  but  is  not  a 
strict  partisan,  voting  for  the  man  irrespective  of 
party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  ICvangelical  Church 
at  Buchanan,  and  has  held  office  in  the  same.  His 
marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children,  a 
daughter  and  son,  Minnie  and  Clayton  W.,  both 
at  home. 


Ju^ptan    -^^ 


\I/,  ALE  E.  CROSBY,  a  retired  farmer  residing 
in  Three  Oaks,  was  born  in  the  village  of 
Ashburnham,  Worcester  Count}^  Mass.,  Oc- 
tober 15,  1816.  The  family  of  which  he  is 
an  honored  representative  was  for  many  successive 
generations  closely  identified  with  the  history  of 
New  P2ngland,and  has  contributed  to  our  country 
some  of  its  most  influential  citizens.  Tracing  the 
family  lineage  back  to  the  arrival  of  the  first  mem- 
ber in  the  United  States,  we  find  that  in  1635  there 
arrived  on  the  vessel  "Susan  tt  Ellyn"  one  Simon 
Crosby,  aged  twenty-six,  and  Ann,  his  wife,  aged 
twenty-five.  They  settled  in  Cambridge,  where  he 
became  one  of  the  Selectmen,  and  resided  until  his 
death  in  1639.  It  is  supposed  that  he  brought 
considerable  money  to  this  country  with  him,  as 
he  acquired  the  ownership  of  a  large  amount  of 
land. 

In  the  family  of  Simon  and   Ann   Crosby  there 


were  three  children,  Thomas,  Simon  and  Joseph. 
From  the  second  of  these  we  trace  the  lineage 
through  Josiah;  then  through  Josiah,  of  Billerica 
Mass.,wiio  was  killed  by  the  Indians;  and  Josiah,  of 
Amherst,  N.  H.,  to  Fitch,  the  father  of  our  subject. 
Grandfather  Crosby  was  for  a  time  engaged  in  the 
wars  with  the  Indians  on  the  Connecticut  River, 
and  afterward  became  a  captain  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  participating  in  the  battle  of  Bunker 
Hill  and  other  noted  engagements.  He  married 
Miss  Sarah  Fitch,  who  was  born  March  25,  1732, 
their  marriage  being  solemnized  August  23,  1750. 

Fitch  Crosby  was  born  in  Milford,  N.  IL,  July 
14,  1773,  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  clothier  in 
Concord,  Mass.  He  established  himself  first  at 
Acworth  and  later,  in  1800,  went  to  Ashburnham, 
Mass.,  where  for  some  time  he  carried  on  his  busi- 
ness, cultivating  at  the  same  time  a  small  farm. 
On  the  1st  of  March,  1798,  he  married  Miss  Re- 
becca, daughter  of  Josiah  Davis.  She  was  born 
December  7,  1778,  and  died  on  the  20th  of  May, 
1857,  having  been  an  invalid  for  many  years  prior 
to  her  decease.  She  was  an  earnest  Christian 
woman  and  was  a  devoted  wife  and  an  affection- 
ate mother.  Mr.  Crosby  was  also  a  good  and  pious 
man,  possessing  a  calm  and  equable  disposition 
and  upright  character.  He  passed  away  on  the 
17th  of  March,  1852. 

In  the  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  member 
there  were  three  children:  Charles,  who  died  in 
Massachusetts  at  the  advanced  age  of  four-score 
and  one  years;  Josiah  D.,  who  was  a  minister 
in  the  Congregational  Church  in  Massachusetts, 
and  died  in  June,  1888,  aged  eighty-one  years; 
and  Hale  E.,  who  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  fam- 
ily. The  last-named  was  reared  in  Ashburnham, 
Mass.,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
that  place.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  went 
to  Lowell,  Mass.,  as  an  apprentice  in  the  office  of 
the  Lowell  Observer,  and  he  afterward  was  em- 
ployed in  the  office  of  Gould  &  Newman,  at  An- 
dover,  Mass.  From  there  he  went  to  Concord, 
N.  H.,  and  carried  on  his  studies  in  the  Concord 
Literary  Institution. 

After  leaving  school  Mr.  Crosby  commenced 
the  publication  of  an  an ti -slavery  paper  called  the 
Herald  of  Freedom,  wliich  was  edited  by  N.  P.  Rog- 
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ers  and  was  one  of  the  most  radical  papers  of  its 
kind.  For  about  tliree  years  our  subject  was  iden- 
tified witli  tlie  Herald  of  Freedom^  after  which  he 
purchased  a  stock  of  goods  and  opened  a  store  in 
Ashby,  Mass.,  removing  thence  to  Fishervi.Ue, 
N.H.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
for  two  years. 

In  1844  Mr.  Crosby  went  to  New  Buffalo,  Mich., 
where  he  superintended  the  selling  out  of  a  stock 
of  goods  that  he  and  his  father-in-law  had  at 
that  place.  When  that  work  was  finished  he  lo- 
cated upon  a  farm  in  what  is  now  the  eastern 
part  of  New  Buffalo  Township.  He  purchased  the 
*s  property  from  J.  !^.^Brown,  who  had  entered  it 
jL^  w^  from  the  Government.  Upon  locating  there  he  at 
once  commenced  the  work  of  clearing  the  land, 
which  was  in  its  original  wild  condition.  At  first 
he  bought  only  eighty  acres,  paying  therefor  about 
$2  per  acre,  but  as  frequently  as  convenient  he 
added  to  the  property  until  his  landed  possessions 
aggregated  three  hundred  acres.  He  continued  to 
live  at  that  place  from  1845  until  1886,  when  he 
removed  to  Three  Oaks  and  has  since  made  his 
home  in  this  village. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Crosby  took  place  on  the 
Ist  of  November,  1838,  his  bride  being  Miss  Mary 
Chamberlain,  who  was  born  in  Pembroke,  N.  H., 
November  3, 1818,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Moses 
Chamberlain.  A  family  of  six  children  came  to 
bless  their  home,  three  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Josiah  B.,  who  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Union 
in  1861,  before  he  had  attained  his  majority,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  holding  the  rank 
of  a  non-commissioned  oflScer,  and  who  is  now  liv- 
ing near  the  old  homestead;  Henry  C.,who  resides 
on  the  home  farm  in  New  Buffalo  Township;  and 
John  A.,  a  practicing  physician  of  Minneapolis, 
Minn.  Mr.  Crosby  has  an  adopted  daughter,  El- 
enora,  who  makes  her  home  with  him  and  tenderly 
cares  for  him  in  his  declining  years.  The  deceased 
children  are  Charles  and  William,  each  of  whom 
died  at  the  age  of  about  one  year,  and  an  infant 
that  died  unnamed.  On  the  7th  of  January, 
1890,  the  family  suffered  an  irreparable  loss  in  the 
death  of  the  loving  wife  and  mother,  who  was  a 
woman  of  saintly  character.  She  was  a  meml)er 
of  the   Congregational    Church,  devoted    to    the 


cause  of  religion,  and  during  the  late  war  was 
tireless  in  her  efforts  to  supply  provisions,  cloth- 
ing, etc.,  for  the  soldiers. 

In  former  years  Mr.  Crosby  was  an  Abolitionist, 
and  after  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  he  identified  himself  with  it,  remaining  an 
adherent  of  its  principles  until  the  election  of 
Cleveland,  since  which  time  he  has  been  indepen- 
dent, casting  his  ballot  for  the  best  men  and  the 
best  interests,  irrespective  of  party.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  represented  the  township  of  New 
Buffalo  on  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  and 
served  as  its  Chairman  for  one  year.  In  18|8|q^  S\' 
he  represented  Berrien  County  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature, where  his  services  were  eminently  satisfac- 
tory to  his  constituency.  While  filling  that  posi- 
tion the  Agricultural  College  was  founded,  and  he 
gave  to  that  movement  his  hearty  support.  He 
also  advocated  the  law  encouraging  the  school 
districts  to  purchase  Webster's  Dictionary  for 
school  purposes,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Education.  He  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  Congregational  Church  at  New  Buf- 
falo and  has  served  as  a  Deacon  in  the  church, 
taking  a  deep  interest  in  the  work  of  the  church 
and  Sunday-school.  Mr.  Crosby  never  used  in- 
toxicating liquors  or  tobacco  in  any  form,  nor  tea 
nor  coffee.  In  early  boyhood  he  formed  the  habit 
of  using  only  cold  water  as  a  beverage  and  con- 
tinued the  habit  through  life. 


OEL  LAYMAN,  a  prominent  citizen  and 
enterprising  general  agriculturist,  residing 
upon  section  12,  Berrien  Township,  Berrien 
f^  County,  Mich.,  has  made  his  upward  way 
in  life  entirely  through  his  energetic  efforts  and 
self-reliant  industry,  and  is  an  example  of  the 
success  attainable  by  a  man  of  good  habits  and 
good  judgment,  who,  with  earnest  resolution, 
meets  difficulties  courageously  and  patiently  over- 
comes obstacles.  Our  subject  was  born  September 
4,  1824,  in   Franklin  County,  Va.,  in   a   little   log 
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cabin  about  ten  feet  square.  His  father,  Daniel 
Layman,  also  a  native  of  the  same  State  and 
county,  and  born  in  1797,  was  by  trade  a  black- 
smith and  also  tilled  the  soil  of  the  Old  Dominion. 
The  paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  fought  with  courage.  The 
mother,  Rhoda  (Lumsden)  Layman,  also  a  native 
of  Franklin  County,  Va.,  born  in  1803,  was  the 
daughter  of  Dudley  and  Sarah  (Chitwood)  Lums- 
den, her  parents  being  of  English  descent.  The 
Laymans  were  of  German  ancestry,  hard-working 
and  honest  people.  The  father  and  mother,  reared 
and  married  in  their  native  place,  spent  some 
time  after  in  Virginia,  and  in  1837  journeyed 
to  Cass  County,  Mich.,  settling  in  Pokagon,  where 
they  remained  upon  a  rented  farm  until  1841,  at 
which  time  they  settled  in  Berrien  Township  upon 
section   11. 

The  eighty-acre  tract  upon  which  the  parents 
made  their  home  was  heavily  timbered  and  in  the 
wilderness.  Living  in  a  little  log  house,  the 
mother  and  children  did  what  they  could  to  assist 
the  father,  who  cleared  the  land  with  steady 
swinging  blows  of  his  sturdy  axe,  and  meantime 
engaged  in  his  trade,  thus  supplying  his  wife  and 
little  ones  with  the  necessaries  of  life.  Gradually, 
from  poverty  the  father  made  his  way  upward. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  all  matters  of  mutual 
welfare,  and  politically  he  was  a  Democrat.  Their 
home  was  blessed  with  the  presence  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  the  eldest  was  our  subject,  Joel; 
then  followed  Giles,  Esau,  Martha,  Susan  Dickson, 
Elizabeth  Strong  and  John,  all  surviving.  Four 
died  in  early  youth.  The  father  died  in  1880, 
and  the  mother  in  1882. 

Joel  Layman  received  only  five  terms  of  school- 
ing, and  is,  mainly  through  habits  of  observation 
and  reading,  self-educated.  At  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  having  previously  worked  upon  his  father's 
farm,  our  subject  began  life  for  himself  by  clear- 
ing land,  and  through  the  closest  economy  managed 
to  finally  buy  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  upon  sec- 
tion 10,  where  A.  J.  Easton  now  resides,  and  to 
which  purchase  Mr.  Layman  added  another  forty 
acres. 

In  1849, our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss   Ellen    Jenkins,   a    daughter   of   James    and 


Letitia  (Mars)  Jenkins,  both  natives  of  Fayette 
Count\%  Va.,  where  the  father  was  born  in  1800, 
the  mother  in  1802.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jenkins  were 
wedded  in  Virginia,  and  remained  in  their  early 
home  until  1832,  when  they  settled  upon  section 
23,  Berrien  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
making  a  permanent  home  far  from  the  scenes  of 
their  youth.  The  mother  died  in  1869;  the  father 
survived  until  1875.  Of  their  nine  children,  tour 
are  living:  Mrs.  Layman,  John,  Lewis  and  William. 
Early  a  Whig,  the  father  was  later  a  Democrat. 
The  estimable  wife  of  our  subject,  born  May  4, 
1830,  in  Fayette  County,  W.  Va.,  was  an  infant 
when  she  came  to  Michigan,  and  received  her 
education  m  the  little  log  house  of  the  district. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Layman  have  three  children.  Henry 
F.,  born  in  1851,  married  Mary  Flewallan,  has  four 
children  and  resides  on  section  23;  Irene,  born  in 
1850,  and  the  wife  of  Edgar  Blanehard,  is  the 
mother  of  one  son  and  lives  in  Cass  County;  Lydia 
A.,  born  in  1860,  the  wife  of  Albert  S.  Ricketts, 
makes  her  home  on  the  old  farm.  After  clearing 
and  improving  forty  acres  of  the  Easton  farm, 
Mr.  Layman,  in  March,  1854,  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent homestead,  then  all  wild  land,  heavily  tim- 
bered. He  at  once  built  a  frame  shanty,  and 
gradually  transformed  the  acres  into  the  highly 
cultivated  farm  of  to-day.  He  began  life  with  an 
axe  as  his  stock  in  trade;  his  wife  owned  little 
more  than  her  thimble,  but  the  two  partners  in  joy 
and  sorrow  have  made  a  success  of  their  matri- 
monial venture,  and  are  now  enjoying  a  com- 
petence. 

The  homestead  contains  two  hundred  and  fortj^- 
two  acres  of  land,  all  under  cultivation  except 
thirty  acres  of  timber.  Possessing  a  natural  gift 
in  handling  tools,  Mr.  Layman  is  an  expert  me- 
chanic, and  in  1856  built  a  commodious  barn,  and 
in  1860  erected  a  comfortable  residence.  The 
children  received  a  good  education,  and  the 
youngest  has  taught  school.  Our  subject  and  his 
excellent  wife  have  for  many  years  been  active 
members  of  the  Christian  Church.  Mr.  Layman, 
as  an  oflficer  of  the  School  Board  for  a  long  period, 
materially  assisted  in  the  advancement  of  the 
schools  of  the  district.  Politically,  he  is  a  Demo- 
.  crat  and  a  prominent  man  of  the  local  party,  but 


902 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


has  no  desire  for  office.  Elected  Supervisor  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  he  in  both  instances  resigned. 
He  has,  however,  served  with  great  acceptability 
as  Constable.  In  1871,  Mr.  Layman  met  with  a 
terrible  accident.  His  team  ran  away,  and,  throw- 
ing him  out,  he  struck  with  great  force  against  a 
fence  and  fractured  his  skull,  broke  his  left  jaw 
and  injured  his  ear.  It  was  a  long  time  before  he 
even  partially  recovered.  Mr.  Layman  now  rents 
his  land,  and,  having  retired  from  active  labor, 
enjoys  the  fruits  of  a  well-spent  life  and  the 
pleasant  society  of  his  family  and  a  large  circle 
of  old  friends,  tried  and  true. 


♦^E^^n 


^A 


^DMUND  B.  STORMS.  Berrien  County  in 
iU)  the  past  has  furnished  many  examples  of 
^a^j  the  success  attendant  upon  persistent  in- 
dustry, fortified  by  the  intelligence  that  impels  to 
the  improvement  of  opportunities,  and  to-day, 
surrounded  by  all  the  conveniences  of  life,  it  bears 
witness  to  the  wisdom  of  those  hardy  pioneers 
who,  in  the  days  when  none  of  these  things  were, 
hewed  out  homes  for  themselves  in  the  wilder- 
ness. Among  the  enterprises  which  have  met  witli 
a  well-merited  reward  may  be  mentioned  the  Earl- 
Storms  Manufacturing  Compan}^  of  Niles. 

Since  its  inception  in  March  of  1891,  this  com- 
pany has  enjoyed  a  steady  increase  of  trade  and 
expansion  of  facilities.  It  makes  a  specialty  of 
the  manufacture  of  step-ladders  and  combination 
chairs,  the  quality  of  which  is  such  as  to  commend 
the  firm  to  the  patronage  of  the  general  public. 
The  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  company,  Ed- 
mund B.  Storms,  was  born  in  Niles  Township, 
Berrien  County,.  Mich.,  January  24,  1853.  His 
father,  Lewis  Storms,  was  a  native  of  New  York, 
whence  he  emigrated  to  Michigan  in  1838  and 
made  settlement  in  Berrien  County.  There  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lydia  Baker,  a  native 
of  Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of  Nathan  Baker,  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  mother  of  our  subject  is  still 
living,  but  his  father  has  passed  away 


The  only  members  of  the  parental  family  were 
our  subject  and  a  sister.  He  attended  the  common 
schools  in  the  home  neighborhood,  later  prose- 
cuted his  studies  in  a  select  school  at  Niles,  and 
subsequently  entered  a  business  college  at  Kala- 
mazoo, where  he  fitted  himself  for  the  practical 
duties  of  life.  At  an  early  age  he  advocated  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party  with  enthusi- 
asm and  vigor,  and  he  has  never  had  any  reason 
to  change  his  views  on  political  subjects.  In  188G 
he  was  elected  Treasurer  of  Berrien  County  and 
served  with  efficiency  until  the  expiration  of  his 
term.  He  also  filled  the  positions  of  Supervisor 
and  Township  Treasurer  for  a  number  of  years. 

Shortly  after  retiring  from  the  office  of  Treas- 
urer, Mr.  Storms  embarked  in  the  manufacturing 
business,  under  the  title  of  the  Earl-Storms  Manu- 
facturing Company,  B.  F.  Earl  being  the  General 
Manager,  and  our  subject  serving  as  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  From  the  first  the  firm  enjoyed  a 
steady  and  prosperous  business,  and  employment 
is  now  given  to  a  large  force  of  experienced  work- 
men. Mr.  Storms  has  a  pleasant  home  on  Dakota 
Avenue,  where  after  the  day's  duties  are  ended 
he  finds  a  delightful  release  from  the  cares  of 
business.  He  was  married  on  the  13th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1888,  to  Miss  Myra  Stanley,  of  Niles,  an  es- 
timable lad3^  whose  position  in  the  social  circles 
of  Niles  is  the  hiohest. 


-^    --<§) 


^•jp: 


i>-^^<^ 


^— 


RS.  S.  B.  WHITE,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Greenfield,  Saratoga  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  November  22,  1826.  William 
Brown,  her  father,  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island  in  1798,  of  parents  whose  lineage  included 
the  name  of  Roger  Williams  and  the  Windsors 
and  Browns  of  the  early  religious  and  political  life 
of  New  England.  He  inherited  from  such  an- 
cestrj^  the  deep  religious  faith  and  earnest  polit- 
ical convictions  to  which  he  adhered  through  a 
long,  consistent  and  useful  life.  From  early  man- 
hood he  was  a  resident  of  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  united  in  marriage  in  the  year  1823 
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to  Hannah  Grippin,  whose  sterling  qualities  of 
practical  piety,  good  sense,  energy  and  thrift 
attested  her  New  England  origin.  In  1854 
they  removed  to  Watervliet,  Mich.,  where  the  re- 
mainder of  their  honored  and  respected  lives  was 
passed.  Mr.  Brown  died  in  1876,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  His  wife  died  in  1890,  aged 
eighty-eight  years. 

Mrs.  White  was  one  of  three  children,  the  others 
being  Jeriisha  A.,  now  residing  in  Saratoga  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.;  and  Mary  B.  Lee,  residing  in  Minne- 
apolis, Minn.  Mrs.  White's  early  life  was  passed 
in  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.  She  received  her 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  Saratoga 
County  and  at  Glens  Falls  Academy,  and  for  six 
years  or  more  taught  in  the  schools  of  Saratoga 
Count}',  N.  Y.  In  1853  she  went  to  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  where  she  was  chosen  to  fill  the  position  of 
teacher  in  the  preparatory  department  of  the 
Milwaukee  Female  College,  where  she  remained 
for  years  previous  to  her  marriage. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  White,  Benja- 
min Brown,  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  a 
farmer  b}^  occupation.  Unto  him  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Huldah  Windsor,  were 
born  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  three  of  whom, 
William,  Windsor  and  Lydia,  married  and  reared 
families,  while  two  remained  single.  Grandfather 
Brown  and  his  good  wife  settled  in  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  an  early  da}^,  and  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days  in  that  community.  They 
were  people  of  great  worth  of  character.  He  was 
a  Universalist  and  she  a  Baptist  in  religious  opin- 
ions. 

August  28,  1856,  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Dr.  Benjamin  F.  White,  who  was 
born  in  Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y.,  in  May,  1828,  being 
the  son  of  George  and  Artemisia  (Havens)  White, 
natives  of  the  Empire  State.  The  father,  who  was 
a  minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomina- 
tion, was  sent  about  1840  to  Green  Bay,  where  he 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  preachers.  In  1852  he 
went  to  California,  and  afterward  spent  a  few 
years  in  Fond  du  Lac  County,  Wis. 

First  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  White  was  quite  active  in  politics.  During 
the    Civil    War   he  received  the  appointment  of 


clerk  in  the  War  Department,  and  afterw^ard  was 
transferred  to  the  Pejsion  Department.  He  died 
about  1885  at  Washington,  D.  C,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six.  He  had  retired  from  active  work 
about  three  years  prior  to  his  demise.  Possessing 
mental  gifts  of  an  unusually  high  order,  he  was 
peculiarly  fitted  for  ministerial  work,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  successful  preachers  in  that  denomi- 
nation. His  wife,  a  woman  of  rare  mental  quali- 
ties and  strength  of  character,  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three,  at  Washington,  D.  C.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children. 

In  the  common  schools  of  the  various  places 
where  his  father  resided,  Benjamin  F.  White 
received  his  education.  He  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine  with  his  uncle,  Dr.  Havens,  in  Cherry 
Valley,  and  in  the  spring  of  1856  was  graduated 
from  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago.  In  1852  he 
went  to  California  and  remained  for  ttvo  years, 
returning  thence  to  the  East  and  entering  Rush 
College,  as  above  stated.  At  the  close  of  his 
studies,  he  opened  an  office  in  Two  Rivers,  Wis., 
where  he  conducted  his  practice  for  a  time.  Later 
he  went  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wis.,  w^here  he 
conducted  an  extensive  practice. 

In  the  spring  of  1861  he  was  commissioned 
Surgeon  of  the  First  Wisconsin  Infantry,  Col. 
Starkweather  commanding.  To  him  belonged  the 
distinction  of  having  been  the  first  surgeon 
appointed  in  the  State.  At  the  end  of  the  three 
months'  campaign  he  was  compelled  to  resign  on 
account  of  being  afllicted  with  chronic  diarrhoea, 
and,  being  too  ill  to  join  his  regiment  at  its  re-or- 
ganization,  returned  to  his  home,  honorably  dis- 
charged, where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of 
1862.  He  was  then  solicited  to  go  to  Madison, 
Wis.,  and  superintend  the  work  of  preparing  the 
hospital  for  the  reception  of  prisoners  from  Island 
No.  10,  but  pending  a  second  appointment  in  the 
army  as  surgeon,  was  again  taken  ill,  and  died  at 
Madison  May  1,  1862.  He  was  one  of  the  prom- 
inent physicians  of  the  State  and  was  identified 
with  the  State  Medical  Association.  In  his  social 
connections,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  Mrs.  White  united  with 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  after  the  death  of  her 
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husband  she  joined  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Watervliet,  Mich.  She  is  the  mother  of  two 
children,  one  of  whom  survives,  Benjamin  F., 
who  was  born  in  Watervliet,  and  is  now  a  resident 
of  that  village.  July  2,  1891,  he  married  Miss 
Ida  E.  Floodman,  the  daughter  of  Jolin  and  Ida 
E.  Floodman,  of  Trade  Lake,  Wis. 


^^i@^@l[ 


J'  OSEPH  CALDWELL.  Among  the  worthy 
men  who  came  to  this  country  from  England, 
i  bringing  with  them  the  sturdy  character- 
istics of  the  British  yeoman i\y,  none  was 
more  esteemed  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  than  the 
gentleman  whose  name  we  have  now  given;  and 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1872,  when  about 
sixty-eight  years  of  age,  was  felt  as  a  great  loss  to 
the  community.  He  was  born  in  Derbyshire, 
England,  in  1804,  and  came  to  America  about 
1823. 

Mr.  Caldwell  first  located  in  tlie  State  of  New 
York,  but  ten  years  later  came  to  White  Pigeon, 
Mich.,  in  the  spring  of  1832.  lie  drove  a  team 
of  three  yoke  of  oxen,  hitched  to  a  wagon,  down 
an  Indian  trail,  which  was  the  second  team  and 
wagon  driven  into  St.  Joseph,  Berrien  County. 
In  1834  he  selected  a  piece  of  land  on  tlie  Paw 
Paw  River,  and  in  1835  built  a  house  on  the 
place  and  commenced  clearing  and  developing 
the  land.  In  1850  he  took  the  California  "gold  fe- 
ver," rented  his  farm,  and  was  in  California  about 
eighteen  months.  He  then  returned  to  the  farm 
and  remained  there  until  his  death.  His  first 
wife  died  in  Berrien  County  at  an  early  day,  and 
his  second  marriage  was  to  Miss  p]lizabeth  Bury, 
daughter  of  John  D.  Bury,  who  was  also  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers. 

All  of  the  six  children  born  to  this  union  grew 
to  mature  years  and  became  prominent  citizens. 
They  were  in  the  order  of  their  births  as  follows: 
Joseph;  John,  who  graduated  at  Hillsdale,  and  later 
entered  Eastman's  Business  College,  at  Pough- 
keepsie,  N.  Y.,  where  his  death  occurred;  Josiali, 
of  Higar  Township,  Berrien  County;  Martha, wife 


of  C.  H.  Burrous,  of  Michigan;  Elizabeth,  of  Benton 
Township;  and  George,  of  Hagar  Township.  The 
father  of  these  children  was  a  most  worthy  citizen, 
and  although  his  active  life  has  ceased  on  earth, 
his  influence  extends  still  and  will  continue  to  ex- 
tend among  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  well 
known  for  his  integrity  and  honesty,  and  was 
pre-eminently  a  kind  father  and  husband.  Mr. 
Caldwell  was  engaged  in  farming,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  decease  he  left  his  family  a  fine  estate  and, 
what  was  much  better,  an  untarnished  and  honor- 
able name.  The  Caldwell  family  has  ever  been, 
and  is  now,  one  of  the  most  prominent  ones  of 
the  county,  and  its  members  have  exerted  a  won- 
derful influence  over  the  progress  and  development 
of  the  same.  When  Mr.  Caldwell  first  settled  in 
Michigan  he  had  no  means  worth  speaking  about, 
but  at  the  time  of  his  death  owned  about  six  hun- 
dred acres  in  Hagar  and  Benton  Townships,  Ber- 
rien County.  What  he  accumulated  was  the  re- 
sult of  years  of  hard  labor,  for  he  was  in  no  sense 
a  speculator.  In  politics,  he  was  an  old-time 
Democrat,  but  all  his  sons,  with  the  exception  of 
one,  are  Republicans. 

Joseph  Caldwell,  the  eldest  of  the  above-men- 
tioned children,  was  born  in  1851,  on  the  facm 
where  he  now  resides,  there  grew  to  manhood,  and 
attended  the  common  schools,  in  which  he  secured 
a  good  practical  education.  March  10,  1883,  he 
married  Miss  Mary  Logan,  a  pleasant,  agreeable 
lady,and  he  hassince  been  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  being  now  the  owner  of  one  liundrod 
and  forty  acres  of  the  home  place.  Wide-awake 
and  thorough-going,  progressive  and  enterprising, 
he  is  classed  among  the  best  farmers  of  his  section. 

Josiah,  the  third  in  order  of  birth  of  the  above- 
mentioned  children,  was  born  in  Benton  Townshij), 
this  county,  in  1855,  and  is  now  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative farmers  and  fruit-growers  of  Hagar 
Township.  Like  his  brother,  he  grew  up  with  a 
farm  experience  and  received  a  district-school  ed- 
ucation. Naturally  he  selected  agricultural  pur- 
suits as  his  chosen  occupation,  and  settled  on  his 
portion  of  his  father's  estate,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  acres  in  Hagar  Township,  which  he 
has  cleared  and  developed.  He  has  excellent 
buildings    on    his   farm,  and  in  connection   with 
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fiirming  lie  is  engaged  in  fruit-growing,  having 
about  fourteen  acres  covered  with  berries.  Mis 
house  is  beautifully  located  on  the  lake  and  is 
presided  over  by  his  wife,  formerly  Miss  Lora 
Culver,  whom  he  married  in  1878,  and  who  is  the 
daughter  of  W.  I).  Culver,  a  resident  of  Benton 
Harbor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caldwell  are  the  parents  of 
one  child,  Ethel,  a  bright,  intelligent  little  girl. 
In  the  spring  of  1893,  Mr.  Caldwell  was  elected 
Supervisor  of  Hagar  Township.  He  is  a  Democrat 
in  politics,  and  socially  is  a  iNIasoii. 


\j/  I  OH  M(  MULLEN.  Perhaps  there  is  no 
'■^  ^  station  in  life  in  which  difficulties  have 
not  to  be  encountered  and  overcome  before 
any  decided  measure  of  success  can  be  at- 
tained. Especially  is  this  true  of  those  who,  born 
of  humble  parentage,  have  in  youth  few  opportu- 
nities for  acquiring  an  education  and  of  gain- 
ing that  training  which  so  largely  promotes  suc- 
cess. Although  upon  starting  out  in  the  business 
world  the  subject  of  this  sketch  had  no  capital 
other  than  his  own  abilities,  he  has  achieved  ma- 
terial success  and  at  the  same  time  has  gained  a 
high  place  in  the  regard  of  his  fellow-men.  He  is 
now  one  of  the  influential  citizens  of  St.  Joseph, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wagons, 
carriages  and  buggies,  and  also  conducts  a  general 
business  as  a  blacksmith. 

A  native  of  Ireland,  our  subject  was  born  in 
County  Down  August  12,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of 
Robert  and  Jane  (Smith)  McMullen,  natives  of 
the  Emerald  Isle.  He  passed  his  schooldays  in  his 
native  county,  aiding  his  father  on  the  home  farm, 
and  meantime  receiving  the  advantages  of  a  com- 
mon-school education.  Upon  leaving  the  farm, 
he  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  and  upon  the 
completion  of  his  apprenticeship,  having  heard 
often  of  the  many  advantages  offered  by  the  Igni- 
ted States,  he  determined  to  emigrate  to  this  coun- 
try. Setting  sail  from  Ireland,  he  landed  at  Castle 
Garden,  New  York  City,  in    1870,  and  spent  one 


year  in  New  York,  after  which  he  went  to  New 
Lebanon,  the  same  State,  and  thence  came  to  St. 
Joseph. 

In  this  city  Mr.  McMullen  opened  a  blacksmith 
sho})  and  commenced  in  business  on  a  very  modest 
scale.  As  his  capital  increased,  he  enlarged  his 
business,  and  after  a  time  added  the  manufacture 
of  wagons,  carriages  and  buggies.  He  now  has  a 
large  shop,  ^ell  equipped  with  all  the  con  v^eniences 
for  conducting  an  extensive  business  and  contain- 
ing the  lastest  improved  machinery.  His  friends 
are  as  many  as  his  acquaintances  and  he  has  the 
confidence  of  his  business  associates  as  well  as  of 
his  personal  friends.  His  close  attention  to  busi- 
ness and  his  strict  honor  and  integrity'  have 
gained  for  him  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  him. 

As  his  investments  were  crowned  with  success 
and  his  business  ventures  proved  fortunate,  Mr. 
McMullen  was  enabled  to  surround  his  family  with 
all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  his  elegant  residence, 
which  is  located  near  his  place  of  business,  is  an 
ideal  home,  the  exterior  and  interior  reflecting  the 
cultured  t'lstes  of  the  inmates.  He  married,  in 
1879,  Miss  Carrie,  daughter  of  Joshua  Hunt,  of 
Paw  Paw,  Mich.  In  his  social  affiliations,  Mr. 
McMullen  has  identified  himself  with  Lodge  No. 
119,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  is  an  influeatial  mem- 
ber. 


-^3. 


1^-f^l 


zp^EOR(:;^E  H.  MURDOCH,  Jr.  In  the  pro- 
III  ^ — ^  fessional  circles  of  southwestern  Michigan, 

\^;^  the  name  of  Mr.  Murdoch  is  a  familiar  one, 
and  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  brilliant  lumi- 
naries of  the  Bar  of  Benton  Harbor.  He  is  a  young- 
man,  and  undoubtedly  added  honors  will  come  to 
him  as  the  years  go  b}^  Having  always  resided  in 
Berrien  County,  he  is  well  known  among  the  peo- 
ple of  the  county,  and  his  abilities  are  such  tliat  his 
fellow-citizens  take  just  pride  in  his  attainments. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  are  George  H.  and 
Elizabeth  (Kimball)  Murdoch,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  were  numbered  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Berrien  County,     George  H.  was  born  here 
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on  the  8tli  of  September,  1862,  and  acquired  a  good 
education  in  the  common  schools.  In  his  youth 
he  learned  the  trade  of  a  printer,  but  never  fol- 
lowed that  occupation.  Prior  to  learning  the 
printer's  trade,  he  entered  the  Ann  Arbor  High 
School  and  prosecuted  his  studies  there  for  one 
year,  returning  home  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  It 
had  always  been  his  ambition  to  become  a  profes- 
sional man,  and  law  possessed  especial  attractions 
for  him,  but,  although  he  read  Blacks  tone  for  a 
time,  he  did  not  then  complete  his  legal  studies. 

At  the  age  of  twenty,  Mr.  Murdoch  became  edi- 
tor of  the  Berrien  County  Journal  and  remained  in 
that  position  for  three  years.  Later  he  was  largely 
instrumental  in  the  organization  of  a  stock  com- 
pany, known  as  the  People's  Printing  Company, 
which  he  conducted  for  a  time  and  then  sold  out. 
In  1886  he  entered  the  law  department  of  the  State 
University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he 
remained  for  one  year.  July  25,  1887,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  at  the  Bar  of  the  State,  and 
opened  an  office  at  Niles,  where  he  remained  for 
six  months.  While  at  Niles,  he  was  asked  to  ac- 
cept the  editorship  of  L'Anse  Central^  at  West 
Superior,  and  he  assumed  the  duties  of  that  posi- 
tion, remaining  in  that  city  for  three  3^ears.  Re- 
turning to  Berrien  County,  he  opened  a  law  office 
at  Berrien  Springs  and  conducted  a  good  practice 
there  for  one  year. 

The  year  1891  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Mur- 
doch in  Benton  Harbor, and  although  his  residence 
in  this  city  has  been  for  a  comparatively  brief 
period,  lie  is  already  well  known  as  a  successful 
and  skillful  attorney-at-law.  Personally,  he  is  a 
genial  and  affable  young  gentleman,  and  his  pleas 
ant  disposition  wins  for  him  a  host  of  warm  friends. 
In  his  political  belief  he  is  a  Democrat,  firm  in  his 
allegiance  to  party  principles.  He  served  as  Cir- 
cuit Court  Commissioner  of  Berrien  County  for 
two  years  and  has  filled  other  positions  of  honor. 
In  the  fall  of  1892,  he  was  nominated  for  the  po- 
sition of  City  Attorney  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
but,  Berrien  County  being  strongly  Republican,  he 
waa  defeated.  His  popularity  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  he  ran  considerably  ahead  of  the  ticket, 
and  was  defeated  only  by  a  very  small  majority. 

XUp  marriage  of  Ml*.  Murdoch  w*'i8  S9l^ropiged 


in  June  of  1888  to  Miss  Martha,  daughter  of  Ethan 
A.  Brown,  formerly  a  member  of  the  Michigan  State 
Legislature.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murdoch  are  the  par- 
ents of  one  daughter,  Adeline. 


=i*4.»i».j.^ 


^I^ETER  HANSEN,  an  old  resident  and  prom- 
inent citizen  of  Benton  Harbor,  is  the 
owner  and  proprietor  of  one  of  the  most 
successful  and  extensive  tailoring  estab- 
lishments in  this  section  of  the  State.  He  occupies 
a  store  two  stories  in  height  and  25x100  feet  in 
dimensions;  here  he  has  a  well-assorted  stock,  em- 
bracing fine  goods  of  domestic  and  foreign  man- 
ufacture. He  has  gained  a  first-class  reputation 
for  the  fit  and  workmanship  of  all  garments  pro- 
duced at  liis  establishment,  and  fills  orders  for 
every  description  of  work  in  his  line  in  a  prompt 
and  satisfactory  manner.  His  practical  experience 
in  the  business  and  careful  supervision  of  its  de- 
tails have  procured  for  him  a  large  and  pi-ofitable 
trade. 

A  native  of  Luxemborg,  Germany,  Mr.  Hansen 
was  born  on  the  17th  of  February,  1834,  and  is  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Hartges)  Hansen,  his 
father  being  a  farmer  in  Germany.  Peter  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  the  Fatherland,  but  his 
schooling  was  limited,  as  at  the  age  of  twelve  he 
was  obliged  to  leave  school  and  thenceforth  give 
his  attention  to  farming  pursuits.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
tailor,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years. 
In  1856  he  set  sail  for  America,  arriving  at  Boston 
on  the  5th  of  January,  the  same  year.  Thence  he 
went  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  for  one  year.  Later  he  resided  in  Lankfort 
and  Dunkirk,  N.  Y.,  Warren  County,  Pa.,  James- 
town, N.  Y.,  Toronto  and  several  other  places  in 
Canada,  also  at  London,  Canada,  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
and  Titusville,  Pa. 

The  year  1867  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Hansen  in  Benton  Harbor,  where  he  at  once  em- 
barked in  business  as  a  merchant  tailor.  He  car- 
ries a  tine  stock  of  cloth   and?  being  a   first-clas^ 
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workman,  maintains  a  constant  and  profitable 
trade.  His  brick  store  building  was  erected  by 
himself  and  is  still  his  property.  He  is  a  wide- 
awake and  energetic  citizen,  keen  in  judgment, 
honorable  in  his  dealings  with  all,  and  possesses  a 
host  of  warm  personal  friends.  He  is  a  Democrat 
in  his  political  belief  and  uniformly  gives  his  sup- 
port to  the  principles  adopted  by  that  organization. 
His  marriage,  in  1866,  united  him  witli  Miss  Cath- 
arine O'Neil,  of  Canada,  the  daughter  of  Edward 
O'Ncil.  They  are  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  John,  Joseph,  Lizzie,  Frank,  Mary  p]., 
Josephine,  Kittie,  Rosie  and  Theresa.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hansen  and  family  are  members  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church. 


4^ 


F.  R08S,  a  retired  bank  cashier  and  prom- 
inent business  man  of  l>uchauan,  was  born 
in  Hamilton,  La  Porte  County,  Ind.,  on 
the  7th  of  August,  1841.  He  is  the  son 
of  the  Hon.  John  D.  Ross,  who  was  born  near  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  June  2,  1802,  and  was  there  reared 
to  manhood,  going  tlience  to  Indiana,  and  com- 
ing from  there  to  Michigan  in  1834.  His  trade  was 
that  of  a  blacksmith,  which  he  followed  for  a  time 
at  Niies.  To  him  belongs  the  distinction  of  hav- 
ing built  the  first  flouring-mill  ever  erected  in 
Niles,  and  he  was  one  of  the  prominent  pioneers 
of  that  place. 

From  Niles,  Mr.  Ross,  8r.,  proceeded  to  Valpar- 
aiso, Ind.,  and  thence  came  to  Buchanan  in  1847. 
Here  he  opened  a  general  store,  and  also  oper- 
ated a  mill  and  distillery,  all  of  which  enterpri.ses 
he  conducted  with  the  greatest  success.  Later,  he 
embarked  in  the  banking  business,  and  conducted 
a  financial  institution  at  Buchanan  until  about 
1872,  when  he  retired  from  all  active  participa- 
tion in  business.  At  the  time  he  located  in  the 
village  of  Buchanan,  it  contained  five  dwelling- 
houses  and  two  store  buildings,  and  it  may  be 
truly  said  of  Mr.  Ross  that  he  did  more  for  the 
improvement  of  the  place  than  any  other  man 
there  residing.     His  great  capabilities  >Yei'e  recog- 


nized and  appreciated  by  his  fellow-citizens,  who 
elected  him  to  represent  them  in  the  Legislature 
of  the  State.  He  served  many  times  as  President 
of  the  village,  and  was  considered  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Democratic  party  in  this  section. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Ross  united  him  with 
Miss  P]liza  I^abertah,  who  became  his  wife  in  1824, 
and  died  in  1833,  having  become  the  mother  of 
six  children.  One  child  is  the  only  survivor  of 
that  number,  Thomas  L.,  who  resides  in  Topeka, 
Kan.  After  the  de^th  of  Mrs.  Eliza  Ross,  Mr. 
Ross  was  united  with  Miss  Jane  Conner,  who  died 
in  1838,  leaving  three  children, only  one  now  sur- 
viving: Martha  E.,  the  wife  of  Thomas  M.  Fulton, 
of  Chicago.  The  third  marriage  of  Mr.  Ross  took 
place  in  1839,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Martha  A. 
DeArmond.  Three  children  were  born  of  this  un- 
ion, of  whom  our  subject  is  the  only  survivor. 

At  the  age  of  seven  years  our  subject  accompan- 
ied his  father  to  Michigan  and  carried  on  his  pri- 
mary studies  in  the  schools  of  Buchanan.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  entered  the  University  of  Notre 
Dame,  Ind.,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  dil- 
igently prosecuting  his  studies.  Returning  home, 
he  embarked  in  business  with  his  father,  and  upon 
the  organization  of  the  firm  of  Ross  <fe  F'enton, 
bankers,  he  became  their  Cashier.  The  institution 
was  originally  known  as  the  Bank  of  Buchanan, 
and  afterward  became  the  Bank  of  Ross  &  Son, 
our  subject's  connection  with  it  covering  a  period 
of  twenty-five  years.  Mr.  Ross  was  also  engaged 
for  one  year  in  the  dry-goods  business  in  partner- 
ship with  John  Graham. 

October  26,  1864,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Ross  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Sherman,  a  resident  of  Paw 
Paw%  Mich.  The  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  one  son,  John  D.,  now  residing  in  Chicago  and 
for  many  years  Cashier  for  Lord  &  Thomas,  of 
that  city.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Ross  oc- 
curred on  the  10th  of  January,  1877,  and  united 
Jiim  with  Miss  Clara  M.  Loomis,  who  was  born  in 
Chicago,  111.,  April  25,  1853.  Her  father,  A.  D. 
Loomis,  a  native  of  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  settled 
in  Chicago  about  1836,  and  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  there  for  many  years,  but  now  makes  his 
home  in  Gainesville,  Fla.  The  mother  of  Mrs. 
Ro§s  w^s  knowi^  i^  mm]G\]\\Qq^  ^s  Miss  Marietta 
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Can*,  and  was  born  in  Kentucky.  Mrs.  Ross  is 
the  youngest  of  four  children,  and  received  her 
education  at  Kenosha,  Wis.,  and  P^vanston,  111. 
She  is  a  devoted  wife  and  an  effectionate  mother 
to  her  only  child,  A.  Kenneth,  who  was  born  No- 
vember 15,  1883. 

Politically,  Mr.  Ross  is  a  Democrat,  and  while 
not  soliciting  official  position,  has  been  elected  to 
various  posts  of  honor  and  trust.  He  served  with 
efficiency  as  Treasurer  of  Buchanan,  and  in  what- 
ever [)lace  he  has  been  calle^  upon  lo  serve  has 
displayed  great  ability  and  keen  discrimination. 
Socially,  he  is  a  Mason,  and  has  attained  the 
Thirty-second  degree;  he  is  a  member  of  Blue 
Lodge  No.  68,  at  Buchanan,  Niles  Chapter  and 
Commandery,  Grand  Rapids  Consistory,  and  is  an 
honorary  member  of  Battery  D,  Chicago. 


AMUJ:L  handy  was  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire State,  born  in  Allegany  County,  and 
in  that  county  he  remained  until  1864, 
when  he  decided  that  he  could  better  his 
condition  by  removing  to  Illinois.  He  made  the 
journey  in  that  year,  and  located  in  Du  Page 
County,  where  he  carried  on  farming,  and  in  con- 
nection dairying,  until  1875.  Becoming  convinced 
that  there  was  a  good  opening  for  a  fruit-grower 
in  Berrien  County,  he  moved  to  this  State,  and  in 
partnership  with  a  son  was  actively  engaged  in 
that  industry  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  August  22,  1893.  By  his  superior  intel- 
ligence and  rare  business  ability-,  Mr.  Handy 
helped  to  advance  the  fruit-growing  interests  of 
the  county.  This  calling  suited  him  admirably, 
and  his  efforts  were  crowned  with  success. 

Samuel  Handy,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  (Connecticut,  and  served 
seven  years  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  an- 
cestors were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  that 
State  and  were  prominent  men  and  w^omen.  Rus- 
sell Handy,  our  subject's  father,  was  also  born  in 
Connecticut,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,    He  was  a  man  of  sterling  ^character  and 


uprightness  and  one  whose  honesty  was  never 
questioned.  Our  subject  was  married  in  the  State 
of  New  York  to  Miss  Henrietta  Buell,  and  this 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living,  viz.:  John  W.,of  Guthrie  Coun- 
ty, Iowa;  C.  R.  engaged  in  the  fruit  industry; 
Charles  E.,  of  Chicago;  Kittie  B.;  Gale,  who  is 
the  most  extensive  shipper  of  berries  from  Benton 
Harbor;  and  Cora,  who  is  the  wife  of  Edgar  Claw- 
son,  of  Benton  Township.  Although  his  father 
and  grandfather  were  soldiers  and  men  who 
fought  bravely  for  the  cause  they  represented,  our 
subject  was  unable  to  follow  in  their  footsteps,  as 
he  had  a  good-sized  family  to  support  during  the 
Rebellion. 

Mr.  Handy  was  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
in  Hagar  Township  and  was  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  fruit-growers  of  this  part  of  the  State. 
Although  New  York  has  given  to  Michigan  many 
estimable  citizens,  she  has  contributed  none  more 
worthy  of  esteem  or  more  universally  respected 
than  Mr.  Handy.  He  adhered  to  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  took  a  deep  interest  in 
politics,  as  he  did  in  all  other  matters  of  impor- 
tance. 


'f  SAAC  J.  HOAG,  deceased,  a  man  of  native 
j!  ability  and  sterling  character,  was  one  of  the 
/£  successful  pioneer  teachers  of  Michigan,  and, 
arriving  in  Berrien  County  in  an  early  day,  ma- 
terially aided  in  the  educational  advancement  of 
this  pari  of  the  State.  Receiving  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  the  community,  he  held  various 
township  offices,  and,  universally  beloved,  was 
mourned  when  he  passed  away.  Our  subject,  a 
native  of  New  York,  was  born  in  Dutchess  County 
in  1826,  and  remained  in  his  birthplace  until  he 
had  arrived  at  mature  age.  The  father,  who  was 
a  (Quaker,  died  when  Isaac  was  only  a  3^oung  lad. 
The  widowed  mother,  a  sister  of  the  famous  Qua- 
ker divine,  John  Mott^  was  a  woman  of  remark- 
able character  and  stern  self-reliance.  The  death 
of   her    husband    left   to    her   care   six  children; 
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Philip,  John,  Charles,  Isaac,  Phoebe  and  Peter. 
The  family  made  their  home  in  Michigan  in  the 
pioneer  days,  and  the  five  deceased  remained 
within  the  boundaries  of  their  adopted  State  until 
their  death.  Peter,  the  youngest  and  the  sole 
survivor  of  the  brothers  and  sisters,  resides  in  Ot- 
sego, Mich.,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  that 
vicinity. 

The  mother  of  Mr.  Hoag  was  unable  to  give  her 
son  Isaac  the  education  he  desired,  and  he  was, 
therefore,  obliged  to  work  his  way,  but  by  diligent 
industry  and  energetic  perseverance  accomplished 
his  purpose.  He  first  attended  the  common  school, 
and  then  entered  a  well-known  institution  at  Ma- 
cedon,  N.  Y.,  and  after  a  course  of  four  years  of 
study  graduated  with  honor.  In  a  brief  time  he 
came  to  Michigan  and,  at  once  receiving  employ- 
ment as  a  teacher,  continued  for  several  j^ears  in 
his  chosen  profession,  and  was  from  the  first  suc- 
cessful in  obtaining  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
his  pupils.  In  1858,  Isaac  J.  Hoag  and  Miss 
Elizabeth  Meech  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs. 
Hoag,  a  native  of  Williamstown,  Mass.,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  excellent  schools  of  Albany,  N.  Y., 
and  began  her  career  as  a  teacher  in  the  Empire 
State.  Journeying  to  Michigan  in  1858,  she  met 
and  married  Mr.  Hoag.  The  family  clustering 
about  their  fireside  consisted  of  one  son  and  two 
daughters.  Samuel  F.  is  a  resident  of  Iowa;  Alice 
M.  is  the  wife  of  Adolph  Reichle,  of  Benton  Har- 
bor; and  Lillian  resides  with  her  mother. 

Immediately  following  his  marriage,  our  subject 
engaged  in  the  nursery  business  and  sold  the  largest 
number  of  peach  trees  ever  handled  by  any  one  man 
in  Berrien  County.  Mr.  Hoag  predicted  the  disease 
brought  into  the  State  of  Michigan  by  those  ship- 
ping from  New  Jersey.  In  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  he  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  real-estate 
business,  and,  year  after  year,  prospered,  accumulat- 
ing a  large  acreage  to  be  divided  among  his  heirs. 
Passing  away  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him  in 
1874,  he  left  to  their  capable  mother  three  chil- 
dren to  rear  and  educate.  Mr.  Hoag  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Friends'  Church,  and  was  an  upright 
and  conscientious  man,  generous  to  a  fault,  and 
liberally  assisting  every  worthy  enterprise  pre- 
sented to  his  notice,     Politically,   he    was   a   Re- 


publican and  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  party. 
Well  posted  in  the  local  and  national  affairs  of 
moment,  he  gave  intelligent  consideration  to  mat- 
ters of  public  welfare  and  was  ever  a  true  and 
loyal  citizen.  He  served  for  several  years  with 
efficiency  as  Supervisor  of  Benton  Township,  and 
gave  universal  satisfaction  by  his  prompt  and 
faithful  discharge  of  duty. 

The  property  left  as  a  bequest  to  the  widow 
and  children  consisted  mainly  of  a  large  farm. 
In  the  management  of  the  estate,  Mrs.  Hoag  dis- 
played exceptional  ability  and  judgment,  and  was 
through  her  conduct  of  affairs  well  able  to  provide 
for  her  children  and  give  them  comforts  and  a  thor- 
ough education.  Her  parents  were  of  the  Presby- 
terian faith,  and  in  her  walk  through  life  the  es- 
timable wife  and  widow  of  our  subject  has  done 
honor  to  her  early  training,  and  won  the  well-de- 
served esteem  of  a  wide  acquaintance. 


Ij^  YRON  HINKLEY.  Among  the  most  noted 
I      \\\    and    representative    business    men  of  the 
I       l^  flourishing  city  of  Benton  Harbor,  Mich., 
^  stands  the  name  of  Myron  Hinkley,  whose 

high  reputation  and  material  prosperity  came  as 
the  rewards  of  unusual  abilities,  industriousl}^ 
applied.  He  is  now  president  of  the  Colby-Hink- 
ley  Company,  manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  fruit 
and  berry  baskets,  etc.,  and  stands  second  to  no 
other  business  man  in  the  place. 

Mr.  Hinkley  was  born  in  Chautauqua  County, 
N.  Y.,  December  25,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Cecelia  (Wellman)  Hinkley.  The  elder  Mr. 
Hinkley  was  a  product  of  the  Old  Bay  State,  born 
in  Lee,  Berkshire  County,  in  1808,  and  as  a  liveli- 
hood followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  His 
father,  Zenius  Hinkley,  was  of  English  descent. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Homer 
Wellman,  was  also  of  English  descent,  and  located 
in  the  Lake  State  when  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  but  seven  years  of  age.  Henry  Hinkley  was 
an   industrious,   enterprising   man,  and    was  uni- 


45 


910 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


versally  respected.  His  death  occurred  in  1888, 
and  his  wife  followed  him  to  the  grave  in  October, 
1892. 

The  youthful  days  of  our  subject  were  passed  in 
Gates  and  Ogden,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and  he 
secured  a  good  practical  education  in  the  district 
schools.  There  he  remained  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  when  the  favorable  reports  from 
Michigan  decided  him  in  making  a  settlement 
within  its  borders.  In  1856,. he  came  to  Decatur, 
and  was  employed  by  Jones  &  Chapin,  of  Niles, 
who  were  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  staves, 
barrels,  etc.  For  fourteen  years  he  was  engaged  in 
business  with  these  gentlemen,  and  during  that 
time  he  became  thoroughly  familiar  with  all  the 
duties  of  the  business.  After  this,  in  connection 
with  his  brother,  Marvin  Hmkley,  he  bought  out 
Mr.  Chapin,  and  continued  the  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  Hinkley  Bros.  This  is  now  known 
as  the  Hinkley  Stave  Company,  of  Decatur,  Mich. 
Selling  out  his  half-interest  in  the  Van  Buren 
County  factory,  our  subject  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  staves  and  headings  at  Hartford,  Mich, 
and  continued  this  successfully  for  some  time.  In 
1877,  he  came  to  St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  and  became  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Hinkle3%  Perkins  &  Co., 
but  later  became  associated  with  Highman  &  Co. 
This  firm  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  staves, 
lumber,  etc.,  and  he  continued  a  member  of  the 
firm  until  1886.  At  that  date  he  became  connected 
with  the  Colby-Hinkley  Manufacturing  Company, 
and  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Colby  our  subject 
succeeded  him  in  the  presidency.  This  position 
he  still  holds. 

Mr.  Hinkley  is  also  an  organizer  of  the  Alanson 
Manufacturing  Compan^^,  and  is  one  of  the  princi- 
pal stockholders  in  the  same.  They  manufacture 
staves,  barrels,  etc.,  and  are  doing  a  paying  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Hinkley  was  married  in  October,  1860, 
to  Miss  Mary  H.  Retallick,  of  South  Haven,  Mich., 
and  the  daughter  of  William  and  Phillipia  (Hicks) 
Retallick.  Eight  children  have  blessed  this  union, 
five  of  whom  are  living:  Milton,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Colby-Hinkley  Company;  Emma,  Belle, 
Herman  F.  and  Lewis.  A  Republican  in  his  polit- 
ical views,  Mr.  Hinkley  held  the  office  of  Supervisor 
of   Hartford  Township,   Van  Buren  County,  two 


years,  and  was  Alderman  of  the  city  of  Bentt>n 
Harbor  two  terras.  Besides  his  valuable  property 
in  Benton  Harbor  Mr.  Hinkley  owns  large  tracts 
of  valuable  woodland  in  Michigan. 


r' 


•|•=;♦^=«^ 


A.  BLACKMER,  a  retired  business  man 
esiding  in  Benton  Harbor,  was  born  in 
the  village  of  Richfield,  Genesee  County, 
Mich.,  on  the  8th  of  October,  1849.  His  ancestors 
were  early  settlers  of  the  Empire  State,  where  his 
grandfather,  John  Black mer,  was  born  and  reared, 
and  from  where  he  marched  forth  to  the  service  of 
the  Colonies  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  Horace  Blackmer,  was  born 
in  Ohio,  but  removed  from  that  State  in  early  life 
and  settled  in  Genesee  County,  Mich.  His  wife 
was  Calista  Hurd,  whose  ancestors  were  originally 
from  Germany. 

Until  thirteen  years  of  age  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  remained  under  the  parental  roof,  devot- 
ing his  attention  alternately  to  attendance  at  the 
schools  and  to  the  aid  of  his  father,  who  was  a 
millwright.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  shipped 
on  a  lake  vessel  as  cabin  boy,  and  for  tiiree  years 
remained  thus  engaged  during  the  summer  seasons, 
while  he  continued  his  studies  in  the  winter. 
Later,  going  to  Saginaw,  Mich.,  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  millwright,  remaining  in  that  city  until  1864. 
Though  only  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  at  that  time, 
he  enlisted  in  the  spring  of  1864  in  the  United 
States  arm^^,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  A, 
Tenth  Michigan  Cavalry,  which  was  assigned  to 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  was  honorably  discharged  in  Detroit. 

We  next  find  Mr.  Blackmer  in  Philadelphia,  a 
student  in  a  dental  college,  where  he  remained  for 
eighteen  months.  Thence  he  proceeded  to  East 
Lee,  Mass.,  where  he  was  employed  in  a  paper-mill 
for  five  years.  In  1876  he  leased  a  paper-mill 
at  Rochester,  Mich.,  where  for  the  ensuing  five 
years  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  paper, 
MeftUtime  U^  built  the  WQlY<^'Vi".«  MiUiy  iQQ^^ted  at 
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Detroit,  and  this  he  conducted  with  success  until 
1884.  Disposing  of  his  interests  there,  he  went  to 
Chicago  and  engaged  in  the  wholesale  paper  busi- 
ness in  that  city  for  a  number  of  years,  meeting 
with  good  success  in  the  undertaking.  In  1887 
he  removed  to  St.  Joseph,  where  he  established  a 
paper-mill  known  as  the  Blackmer  Paper-mill. 
After  conducting  it  for  six  months  he  disposed  of 
the  business  and  came  to  Benton  Harbor,  of  which 
he  is  now  a  resident. 

In  this  village  Mr.  Blackmer  became  interested 
in  the  Benton  Harbor  Water  Power  Company,  of 
which  he  became  Hydraulic  Engineer,  having  de- 
voted considerable  attention  to  that  studj^  while 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  paper.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1888,  he  removed  to  Watervliet,  and,  purchas- 
ing the  water  power  of  Messrs.  Swain  6l  Olney, 
developed  and  built  a  mill,  which  he  subsequently 
sold  to  Messrs.  Simmons  &  Dudley.  In  October, 
1892,  he  returned  to  Benton  Harbor,  where  he  oc- 
cupies a  pleasant  residence  on  Colfax  Avenue. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  unwavering  in  his 
adherence  to  that  political  organization.  In  May, 
1886,  he  married  Miss  Minnie  L.,  daughter  of 
Chester  Goddard,he  being  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, while  she  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.  In 
their  religious  connections  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blackmer 
are  identified  with  the  Congregational  Church 
and  hold  membership  with  that  denomination  in 
Benton  Harbor. 


^-^m>^^<m=^-^ 


THOMAS  GRANGER.  The  people  of  Hagar 
Township  are  familiar  with  the  name  of 
^y  Thomas  Granger,  for  he  has  resided  among 
them  for  some  time,  and  has  earnestly  identified 
himself  with  every  worthy  enterprise,  his  active 
mind  fitting  him  in  an  admirable  manner  for  the 
occupation  of  fruit-grower,  which  he  has  followed 
since  locating  here.  He  has  assisted  very  mate- 
rially in  building  up  the  fruit-growing  interests  of 
this  section  of  the  State,  and  in  all  matters  of 
character,  intelligence  and  liberality  no  man  has  a 
higher  reputation. 


Mr.  Granger  is  a  fair  example  of  many  young 
Englishmen  who  are  generously  endowed  by  na- 
ture and  ambition  to  grow  to  their  fullest  possible 
height  in  the  land  of  great  possibilities  and 
chances.  He  was  born  in  Cambridgeshire,  Eng- 
land, and,  reared  as  a  lad  in  his  native  country,  he 
grew  in  strength  and  stature  until  he  was  old 
enough  to  attend  school,  commencing  his  studies 
at  the  age  of  six  years.  He  early  became  familiar 
with  farm  life,  and  for  thirteen  years  worked  for 
a  farmer  and  fruit-grower  in  his  native  land. 
After  reaching  mature  years,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Whiting,  and  in  1872  this  young 
couple  crossed  the  ocean  to  this  country,  locating 
first  in  Chicago.  One  year  later  they  came  to 
Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  Mr.  Granger  at  once 
began  working  on  farms  for  other  people.  With 
the  means  thus  obtained  he  purchased  a  part  of 
the  farm  he  now  owns. 

Our  subject  is  now  the  owner  of  sixty  acres,  all 
of  which  he  has  improved  and  which  is  in  a  fine 
state  of  cultivation.  Although  he  and  his  wife 
came  to  this  country  with  very  little  means,  they 
have  worked  hard  and  are  now  rewarded  by  own- 
ing one  of  the  pleasantest  rural  homes  in  their 
section.  Everything  around  them  indicates  that 
they  are  progressive  and  industrious,  and  as  citi- 
zens and  neighbors  they  are  held  in  high  esteem 
by  all  who  know  them.  Two  children  were  the 
fruits  of  their  union.  Francis  W.,  a  wide-awake, 
thorough-going  young  man,  is  the  owner  of  fifty 
acres  of  valuable  land  on  the  lake  shore,  and  is 
actively  engaged  in  fruit-growing.  The  other 
child,  Arthur  E.,  is  at  home,  and  assists  his  father 
in  the  work  on  the  place. 

Mr.  Granger  had  one  brother,  Fred,  and  a  sister, 
Martha,  who  came  to  America,  but  both  are  now 
deceased.  The  latter  left  two  children,  Alfred 
Hopkins  and  George  M.  Shann,  the  former  by  her 
first  and  the  latter  by  her  last  husband.  The  par- 
ents of  our  subject,  Edward  and  Phoebe  (Nunn) 
Granger,  were  natives  of  England,  and  there  the 
father  followed  farming  and  fruit-growing  many 
years.  Both  passed  their  last  days  in  that  country, 
where  they  were  much  respected  by  all  acquainted 
with  them. 

In  all  that  he  undertakes,  Mr.  Granger  shows 
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the  same  qualities  of  perseverance  and  determin- 
ation, and  is  correspondingly  successful.  Years 
of  economy  and  industry  have  placed  him  upon 
a  solid  footing  and  he  can  now  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  his  labor.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  a 
Republican. 


ll@^:e^^^ 


\|^ETER  ENGLISH, " 
I  Jj)  ton  Harbor  Associ 
■■  ^     years  been  identif 


Vice-President  of  the  Ben- 
:  Association,  has  for  a  number  of 
years  been  identified  with  almost  every  en- 
i  \  terprise  of  importance  originated  for  the 
benefit  of  the  citizens  of  Benton  Harbor  and  vi- 
cinity. His  life  furnishes  an  instance  of  the  fact 
that  industry,  enterprise  and  energy,  combined 
with  the  exercise  of  sound  common-sense  and  good 
business  judgment,  bring  to  their  possessor,  almost 
invariably,  a  large  measure  of  success.  When  he 
emigrated  to  this  country,  he  had  no  capital  with 
which  to  embark  in  business,  but  he  had  an  abun- 
dance of  push  and  energy,  and  it  was  not  long 
before  he  established  himself  upon  a  solid  finan- 
cial footing,  and  gained  a  foremost  position  among 
the  successful  businessmen  of  the  community. 

Of  French  descent,  Mr.  English  was  born  in 
Canada  during  the  year  1852,  being  the  son  of 
Frank  and  Zoe  (Cheercut)  English,  who  were  born 
in  France  and  thence  moved  to  Canada  in  1852. 
The  father  died  in  1892,  in  Quebec,  Canada.  The 
mother  still  survives  and  makes  her  home  in 
Chicago.  Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  years 
in  his  native  land,  receiving  common-school  edu- 
cational advantages,  and  developing  into  a  sturdy, 
ambitious  man.  After  coming  to  the  United  States, 
he  settled  in  Aurora,  111.,  where  for  a  time  he  was  en- 
gaged at  his  trade  as  a  machinist,  when  he  built  the 
gas  works  in  opposition  to  the  old  gas  company  in 
Aurora,  111.  In  1889,  he  came  to  Benton  Harbor, 
and  very  soon  became  closely  identified  with  the 
most  important  enterprises  of  this  place.  The 
present  fine  system  of  water  works  here  is  due  to 
the  efficient  manner  in  which  he  filled  the  contract 
^warded  him  for  its  constructiou. 


Mr.  English  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Benton  Harbor  Association,  and  is  now  its  Vice- 
President.  In  1890,  he  organized  the  Benton  Har- 
bor Gas  Light  Company,  and  was  also  the  organ- 
izer of  the  Benton  Harbor  Water  Supply  Company, 
and  was  one  of  the  foremost  men  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Benton  Harbor  Improvement  Com- 
pany, with  all  of  which  enterprises  he  is  prom- 
inently connected,  having  been  the  chief  owner  of 
the  two  latter.  As  a  citizen  he  is  public-spirited, 
and  many  of  the  improvements  of  which  Ben- 
ton Harbor  now  boasts  may  be  traced  to  his  in- 
defatigable labors  and  good  management.  In 
his  political  affiliations  he  is  in  sj^mpathy  with  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  casts  his 
ballot  for  the  candidates  pledged  to  sustain  the 
interests  of  the  party  of  his  choice.  Mr.  English 
was  united  in  marriage  in  1871  to  Miss  Sarah 
Philips,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children,  six 
still  living:  Frank,  Priscilla,  Ralph,  Walter,  Ida 
and  Gordon  P.  Freddie  is  deceased.  His  second 
marriage  occurred  in  1887,  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Lewis,  of  Woodstock,  Ontario.  There  are  no  chil- 
dren by  that  union. 


SA    W.    SHERWOOD,    a    leading    citizen 
and  successful  agriculturist,  now  residing 
in  Sodus  Township,  Berrien  County,  Mich., 
^  IS  a  native  of  the    State  and  was  born  in 

the  pioneer  days  of  1834,  upon  November  30,  in 
Buchanan  Township,  Berrien  County,  and  has 
spent  his  entire  life  within  a  comparatively  short 
distance  of  his  birthplace.  His  father,  Seth  S. 
Sherwood,  well  remembered  as  one  of  the  very 
early  pioneers  of  Michigan  and  a  man  of  sterling 
integrity  and  enterprise,  was  born  in  New  York 
in  1799.  When  he  was  twelve  years  of  age  his 
parents,-the  paternal  grandfather  and  grandmother 
of  our  subject,  removed  from  the  Empire  State  to 
Ohio,  and  there  made  their  permanent  home.  The 
grandfather  was  by  occupation  a  farmer,  and 
wheu  his  sons  were  old  enough  tg  ^sajs^   iu    the 
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daily  round  of  ao^rieiiltural  toil  tliey  began  to  do 
their  share  of  labor.  Trained  up  to  habits  of  in- 
dustry, Father  Sherwood  assisted  upon  the  farm, 
and  in  boyhood  attended  the  common  schools  of 
New  York  State  and  Ohio.  A  practical  man,  he 
devoted  himself  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil  his  en- 
tue  life. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in   her  maiden- 
hood Miss  Jemima  Ferguson.    She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  William  Ferguson,  who  resided  in  youth  in 
Pennsylvania,  and   later  located    in   Ohio,  finally 
removing  to  Indiana  with  his  family,  where  some 
time  after   he  passed   away    at  a  good  old    age. 
Seth  and  Jemima  (Ferguson)  Sherwood  were  mar-   \ 
ried  in  Ohio.     The  father  had  attained    to  mid-   | 
die  age  when    he  came  West  in  1833  and  with  his   | 
wife  and  three  little  ones  settled    in  the  wilds  of   i 
Michigan.     He  spent  one  year  on  a  farm  in  Cass   i 
County,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  twelvemonth 
made  his  home  in  Buchanan  Township,  remaining 
continuously  in  this  part  of  Berrien  County  until 
his  death  in  1856.     For  a  full   score  of  years  he 
survived  to  witness    the    marvelous   growth  and 
swift  advancement  of  local  interests  and  business 
enterprise  that  magically    succeeded    to  the  rude 
scenes  among  which  he  lived  and  struggled  sixty 
years  ago.     Our  subject  was  the    third  child  who 
blessed  the  primitive  home,  and   in  the   little  log 
schoolhouse  of    the    district    he  gained  the    prac- 
tical education  he  afterward  increased  by  observa- 
tion and  reading. 

In  1857  Mr.  Sherwood  married  Miss  Amelia 
Price,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Mary  Price, 
well-known  and  highly  respected  residents  of 
Buchanan  Township.  With  his  good  wife,  our 
subject  removed  in  1869  to  Sodus  Township,  since 
then  his  constant  residence.  In  this  locality  Mr. 
Sherwood  invested  profitably  in  land  and  has 
conducted  farming.  Six  children  brightened  the 
fireside,  and  one  son  and  three  daughters  yet  sur- 
vive. Laura  married  Elmer  Wells  and  now  lives 
in  Kansas;  Minnie  has  been  engaged  in  business 
in  Chicago  as  a  type-writer  for  two  years;  Carrie, 
the  wife  of  Charles  (^ray,  and  Jay  are  living  at 
home  with  their  father.  In  1882  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Sherwood  made  life  lonely  for  her  husband, 
and  since  then  the  daughter  and  father  have  been 


together.  Mr.  Sherwood  is  fraternally  a  member 
of  Sodus  Grange,  in  which  he  takes  an  active  in- 
terest. 

PoliticalU^,  our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and 
has  been  prominent  in  the  local  councils  of  his 
party.  He  has  with  ability  and  fidelit}'  to  the 
trusts  reposed  in  him  discharged  the  duties  of 
Highway  Commissioner  and  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
in  both  positions  giving  great  satisfaction  to  the 
large  circle  of  old-time  friends  and  associates  of 
earl}^  days,  by  whom  he  is  highl}^  esteemed  for 
his  sterling  integrity  of  character  and  excellent 
business  qualifications.  From  his  earliest  3^outh 
Mr.  Sherwood  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the 
promotion  of  the  interests  of  Sodus  Township, 
and  is  numbered  among  the  liberal-spirited  and 
substantial  citizens  of  Berrien  County. 


^  ACOB  BOON,  a  prominent  business  man  of 
Berrien  Springs,  was  born  in  Roanoke 
County,  Ya.,  near  the  village  of  Salem,  on 
the  12th  of  November,  1830.  He  is  the 
son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Salem)  Boon,  natives  of 
Yirginia,  the  former  being  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
Accompanied  by  his  family,  he  came  to  Michigan 
in  1848  and  located  in  Berrien  Township,  Berrien 
County,  where  he  purchased  some  land  and  de- 
voted himself  to  agricultural  pursuits.  His  wife 
died  sometime  during  the  Civil  War,  and  he  sur- 
vived her  only  a  few  years. 

There  were  ten  children  in  the  family,  and  nine 
of  that  number  are  still  living,  all  in  Berrien 
Springs  with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Mary  Foster, 
who  resides  in  Missouri.  The  subject  of  this  no- 
tice was  the  fifth  son  in  order  of  birth.  He  passed 
his  youth  in  the  Old  Dominion,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  accompanied  his  parents  to  Berrien 
County,  where  he  aided  his  father  in  the  labor  of 
clearing  and  improving  a  farm.  He  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  six  months  to  the  blacksmith 
trade  under  Jacob  Ew^alt,  of  Berrien  Springs,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  purchased  the 
business  of  Mr.  Ewalt  and  conducted  it   upon  his 
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own  account.  He  has  a  large  trade,  both  in  his 
blacksmith's  shop  and  wagon  manufactory,  and  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  enterprising  men  in 
the  village. 

Oh  the  26th  of  February,  1863,  at  Berrien 
Springs,  Mr.  Boon  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Watson  were 
united  in  marriage.  The  bride  was  the  daughter 
of  James  Watson,  whose  parents  were  among  the 
pioneers  of  the  village  of  Berrien  Springs.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Boon  became  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren: James  D.,  Hattie  and  Frank  M.,  the  latter 
having  died  in  infancy.  The  family  was  bereaved 
on  the  19th  of  November,  1886,  by  the  death  of 
the  devoted  wife  and  mother,  who  passed  away 
when  in  life's  prime. 

In  politics  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Boon  has  tilled  vari- 
ous positions  to  which  he  has  been  elected  on  that 
ticket.  He  served  for  four  terms  as  Trustee  of 
Berrien  Springs  and  has  occupied  other  positions 
of  trust.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Western 
Star  Lodge  No.  39,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen.  His  interest  in  edu- 
cational matters  has  been  a  noticeable  feature  in 
his  character,  and  his  service  as  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  was  efficient  and  highly  satisfactory. 


!5'**4-l»F 


NOS  HOLMES,  Sr.  Within  the  bounds  of 
Berrien  County,  or  indeed  the  entire  State, 
no  better  representative  of  honest,  upright 
manhood  could  be  found  than  the  above-named 
gentleman,  who  was  for  many  years  identified  with 
the  work  of  the  county,  especially  Bertrand  Town- 
ship, in  which  his  home  was  located.  He  was  quite 
prominent  in  local  politics,  and  in  early  times  was 
Supervisor  of  the  township  for  several  years. 

We  trace  the  Holmes  family  back  to  Nathaniel 
Holmes,  of  Coleraine,  Ireland,  in  1660.  He  was 
followed  by  six  generations,  his  lineal  descendants, 
each  named  Nathaniel,  as  shown  by  the  records 
of  the  city  of  Coleraine,  and  records  of  the 
family  since  emigrating  to  this  country,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  seven  generations  named  Nathaniel. 
There  is  a  tradition  in  the  family  that  they  came 


over  from  Scotland  to  Ireland  at  the  time  of  the 
Presbyterian  emigration,  of  which  MacCaulej^ 
speaks  in  his  history  of  England. 

Enos  Holmes  was  the  seventh  of  ten  children  of 
Nathaniel  and  Catherine  (Allison)  Holmes,  and 
was  born  in  Peterborough,  N.  H.,  December  14, 
1799.  His  father  was  born  in  Londonderry,  N.  H., 
September  5,  1759,  and  died  in  Peterborough  Sep- 
tember 10,  1832.  His  grandfather,  Nathaniel 
Holmes,  was  born  in  Coleraine,  Ireland,  and  died  in 
1764,  at  Londonderry,  N.  H.  The  great-grand- 
father, Nathaniel  Holmes,  and  great-grandmother, 
Jane  Hunter,  lived  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  and 
died  there.  They  left  a  family  of  five  sons,  of 
whom  Enos  Holmes'  grandfather  was  the  fourth. 
Enos  Holmes'  father,  Nathaniel  Holmes,  came  to 
Peterborough,  N.  H.,  to  live  in  1784,  soon  after  his 
marriage,  and  they  lived  on  the  same  farm  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  He  was  a  Deacon  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  and  when  quite  young  rendered 
much  service  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

Nathaniel  Holmes,  the  father  of  our  subject,  went 
to  Cambridge  as  a  waiter  to  Lieut.-Gen.  Fer- 
guson, and  after  that  as  a  waiter  to  his  (Holmes) 
father-in-law,  Maj.  Duncan,  of  Londonderry.  He 
was  urged  in  September,  1776,  to  enlist  in  the  com- 
pany of  a  certain  Capt.  Finley,  by  his  brother-m- 
law,  William  Moore,  who  offered  to  make  his  wages 
equal  to  $10  per  month.  He  declined  on  the  plea 
that  his  clothes  were  all  worn  out.  His  sister,  Mrs. 
Moore,  hearing  the  conversation,  said,  "Billy,  you 
furnish  the  shoes  and  I  will  furnish  the  clothes.'' 
It  was  a  great  mystery  how  she  could  do  it,  as  there 
were  only  two  pounds  of  wool  in  the  house.  The 
next  morning  their  flock  of  sheep  was  brought  to 
the  barn,  and  four  early  lambs  were  robbed  of  their 
fleece,  and  the  wool  was  colored,  spun,  woven  and 
made  into  clothing  in  twenty  days,  and  when  Capt. 
Finley  came  through  the  town  on  his  way  to  Sar- 
atoga the  young  soldier  was  ready  to  join  the 
company.  He  was  afterward  at  the  battle  of  White 
Plains.  He  returned  safe,  whether  to  Peterborough 
or  Londonderry  is  unknown,  and  Mr.  Moore  ful- 
filled his  engagement  of  making  his  pay  as  good 
as  $10  per  month. 

Enos  Holmes  was  born  in  Peterborough,  N.  H., 
and  lived  on  the  farm  until  after  he  was  twenty-one 
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years  old.  He  taught  school  two  winters,  and  af-, 
ter  marrying  Louisa  Adams,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five,  moved  to  Springfield,  Vt.,  and  in  company 
with  his  brother,  John  Holmes,  and  brother-in-law, 
Daniel  Adams,  started  a  cotton  factory,  which  they 
carried  on  for  about  eiglit  years.  He  lost  his  prop- 
erty in  1837  through  the  United  States  Bankrupt 
Law,  and  went  to  western  New  York  and  settled 
on  a  farm,  after  going  to  the  "Far  West''  and  buy- 
ing about  eight  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Illinois 
and  some  land  in  Michigan.  He  moved  to  Michi- 
gan in  1846,  and  settled  on  a  part  of  sections  4,8, 
and  18,  in  Bertrand  Township,  near  the  village  of 
Buchanan,  where  he  resided  until  his  death.  May 
23, 1869.  Louisa  Adams,  his  wife,  was  the  seventh 
of  eight  children  of  Daniel  and  Phebe  (Britton) 
Adams,  and  was  born  in  Jaffrey,  Vt.,  December  14, 
1806.  She  married  Enos  Holmes  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  and  died  January  25,  1876. 

Her  father,  Daniel  Adams,  was  born  March  14, 
1768.  At  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Lexington,  his 
father,  Joseph  Adams,  lived  in  Cambridge,  and 
seeing  the  British  soldiers  coming  on  their  way  to 
Concord,  escaped  through  the  back  door  to  the 
woods,  the  British  firing  at  him  and  shooting 
through  his  hat.  They  made  his  wife,  grandmother 
of  Louisa  (Adams)  Holmes,  get  up  from  a  sick-bed, 
with  a  child,  Anna  Adams,  three  weeks  old,  and  flee 
to  the  corn  crib,  firing  at  her  as  she  went.  Two 
of  his  daughters  hid  upstairs,  while  Daniel  Adams, 
then  eight  years  old,  hid  under  the  bed.  When  the 
soldiers  took  down  the  clock,  he  stuck  his  head  out 
from  under  the  bed  and  told  them  not  to  touch 
that  clock  or  his  father  would  whip  them.  The 
British  petted  him  and  made  much  of  him  for  his 
bravery  and  did  not  further  molest  him.  They  piled 
the  furniture  up  in  the  middle  of  the  room  and  set 
it  afire,  then  left  on  their  way  to  Concord.  The 
family  put  out  the  fire  and  saved  the  house  after 
the  soldiers  were  gone.  The  British  did  not  stop 
on  their  way  back,  being  in  too  great  a  hurry  to 
escape  the  attentions  of  the  Continental  soldiers. 

Daniel  Adams  was  born  in  Cambridge  and  lived 
on  a  farm  in  Jaffrey  after  he  was  married,  being 
selectman  of  the  town  for  several  years.  His  father, 
Joseph  Adams,  was  born  July  8,  1715,  and  died 
May  3,  1794.     He  was  a  grandson    of  Dr.  Henry 


Adams,  of  Braintree,  Mass.,  and  a  cousin  of  Presi- 
dent John  Adams.  He  was  married  to  Martha  Frost 
January  10,  1740,  and  to  Hannah  Hall,  his  sec- 
ond wife,  September  11,  1750.  He  was  the  father 
of  fifteen  children,  of  whom  Daniel  Adams  was  the 
thirteenth.  Their  united  ages  at  one  time  amounted 
to  thirteen  hundred  years.  His  father,  Joseph 
Adams,  the  great-great-grandfather  of  Louisa 
(Adams)  Holmes,  was  born  September  21,  1688. 
His  parents,  George  and  Martha  Adams,  were  mar- 
ried on  the  28th  of  February,  1685.  Henry  Adams, 
the  ancestor  of  the  Adams  family,  emigrated  from 
Devonshire,  England,  in  1630  and  settled  in  Brain- 
tree,  Mass. 

p]nos  Holmes  and  Louisa  Holmes  were  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Catherine  A.  Holmes  was  born  October  26,  1826, 
and  married  John  C.  Marble  March  8,  1858.  She 
lived  m  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.,  for  some  years  and 
died  October  2, 1872,  without  issue.  Daniel  A.,  born 
May  28,  1829,  went  to  California  across  the  plains 
in  1849  with  ox-teams,  but  returned  to  Michigan 
in  1852  and  married  Sarah  J.  Baker,  who  bore  him 
fourteen  children,  six  of  whom  still  survive.  He 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Weesaw  Township  in  Berrien 
County,  Mich.,  in  1855,  where  he  now  resides. 
Louisa  A.,  born  May  4,  1831,  married  Or^on  Mar- 
ble December  25,  1851,  by  whom  she  had  ten  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  grown  to  manhood  and  wo- 
manhood, and  all  arc  living.  Enos,  born  August 
11,  1841,  in  Clarendon,  Orleans  County,  N.  Y,, 
married  Martha  Burruss  February  13,  1873,  by 
whom  he  has  one  child,  and  is  now  living  on  the 
homestead  occupied  by  his  father  and  himself  suc- 
cessively since  1846.  John  G.,  born  October  4,  1852, 
in  Michigan,  married  Juliette  Scidmore  December 
27,  1876,  and  has  by  her  two  daughters.  He  is  the 
editor  of  the  Buchanan  Record^  of  which  paper  he 
has  been  the  proprietor  since  January  25,  1875. 


F.  CASE.     This  name  will  be  immediately 
recognized  as  that  of  a  resident  of  Water- 
vliet,  Berrien  County,  who  has    made  his 
home  here  for  a  couple  of  years,  and  is   now  well 
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known  as  the  editor  of  sl  wide-awake  and  spicy 
newspaper,  the  Watervliet  Record,  He  was  born 
in  Canton,  Hartford  County,  Conn.,  October  4, 
1844,  and  is  the  son  of  Nelson  and  Nelsea  (Brock- 
way)  Case. 

Mr.  Case's  grandfather,  Edward,  was  of  English 
origin,  and  his  ancestors  settled  in  Connecticut  in 
1659.  He  was  a  farmer  all  his  life  and  married 
Miss  Rhoda  Case,  who  bore  him  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  He  was  a  Democrat,  politically,  and 
always  cast  his  ballot,  and  influence  as  well,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  favored  platform.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  boni  in  Hartford  County,  Conn.,  and 
in  his  youth  learned  the  carpenter's  trade.  In 
1860  he  moved  to  Portage  County,  Ohio,  where 
he  lived  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Like  his  father 
before  him,  he  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic principles  and  platform.  He  was  the  father 
of  four  boys  and  four  girls,  who  are  the  only  de- 
scendants of  Edward  Case,  except  one  daughter 
still  living  in  Canton,  Conn. 

Mr.  Case  of  this  biographical  sketch  was  afforded 
the  advantages  of  a  good  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  afterward  taught  three  terms.  In  1869, 
he  went  to  Wisconsin  and  there  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  in  Pierce  County  for  two  years,  at 
the  end  6i  which  time,  or  in  1871,  he  was  elected 
County  Superintendent  of  Schools  for  one  term  of 
two  years.  After  his  time  expired  in  that  pro- 
fession, he  farmed  for  a  brief  period,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1875  bought  a  half-interest  in  the  Pierce 
County  Herald^  with  which  he  was  connected  until 

1890.  In  that  year  he  sold  a  portion  of  his  share 
in  the  Herald,  went  to  Murphy,  N.  C,  and  appro- 
priated the  money  toward  the  founding  of  the 
Cherokee  Scout,  which  he  superintended  for  six 
months.  At  this  juncture  he  went  to  Superior, 
Wis.,  and  worked  in  the  interest  of  the  Leader, 
which  was  at  that  time  one  of  the  best  papers  pub- 
lished in   the   town.     In    September  of   the  year 

1891,  Mr.  Case  located  at  Watervliet  and  com- 
menced work  for  the  Record  and  now  owns  the 
entire  business. 

Miss  Louisa  M.  Brownson  was  the  chosen  life- 
companion  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  united 
in  marriage  in  the  year  1872.  The  result  of  their 
union    was   the    birth  of   three  children,  namely: 


Leon  D.,  Bessie  W.  and  Francis  B.  Mr.  Case  pos- 
sesses the  happy  traits  of  character  that  enable  him 
to  keep  up  the  liveliness  of  the  Record  with  all 
ease,  and  talent  that  is  much  admired  throughout 
the  community.  There  is  certainly  no  position  in 
life  that  requires  more  energy,  good  education  and 
sound  judgment  than  does  editorial  work.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Case  have  a  comfortable  home  in  the 
village  of  Watervliet  and  entertain  a  host  of 
friends  in  their  cozy  parlors. 
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D.  GRAVES,  an  energetic  and  prosperous 
wood  and  coal  merchant,  located  on  tlie 
West  Side,  at  the  corner  of  Lincoln  Avenue 
S)  and  Clay  Street,  Niles  City,  is  one  of  the' 
most  enterprising  business  men  of  Berrien  County, 
and  until  January,  1893,  also  clerked  in  a  gro- 
cery and  is  likewise  engaged  extensively  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Au- 
rora, Portage  County,  Ohio,  February  28,  1858, 
and  is  the  son  of  Rev.  Joseph  S.  Graves  and  Mrs. 
Ann  (Bois)  Graves.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
William  Spencer  Graves,  was  a  native  of  Connect- 
icut, and,  a  man  of  fine  business  ability,  was  a 
well-known  and  successful  merchant  of  the  State 
of  his  birth.  He  was  of  English  descent,  the 
Graves  being  among  the  Colonial  emigrants  from 
the  Queen's  dominions  to  New  England.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  born,  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  birthplace,  Hartford,  Conn.  Devoting 
himself  to  the  profession  of  the  ministry,  he  be- 
came later  in  life  the  able  pastor  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Jacksonville,  III. 

The  mother,  Mrs.  Ann  (Bois)  Graves,  was  born, 
educated  and  married  in  Portage  County,  Ohio, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  E.  Riley  Bois,  a  promi- 
nent farmer  and  old-time  resident  of  the  Buckeye 
State.  The  father  and  mother  made  their  home 
for  some  time  in  Aurora,  but  since  1875  have  been 
located  in  Niles  City,  where  they  enjoy  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 
Three  children  blessed  the  home  of  the  parents, 
two  daugliters  and  one  son.     Mr.  Graves  was  the 
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second  child  and  accompanied  his  parents  to  the 
West.  He  received  his  education  mainly  in  the 
home  of  his  early  youth,  but  completed  his  studies 
in  the  High  School  of  Niles  City.  By  nature, 
self-reliant,  he  was  early  trained  into  habits  of  prac- 
tical industry. 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Graves  personally  super- 
intended the  cultivation  of  three  farms:  the  Pot- 
ter farm  of  two  hundred  acres  in  Bertrand  Town- 
ship, and  two  hundred  in  Niles  Township;  the  Mes- 
senger farm  of  seventy  acres;  and  Mrs.  H.  C.  Platts' 
eighty-acre  farm.  These  several  pieces  of  agri- 
cultural property  are  devoted  to  general  farming 
and   stock-raising,   superior  grades  of  cattle  and 


horses  being  handled  upon  the  various  estates. 
The  wood  and  coal  business  has  been  long  estab- 
lished and  receives  a  large  custom.  Januarj'^  24, 
1883,  H.  D.  Graves  and  Miss  Ella  Summers  were 
united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Graves  is  a  native  of 
Niles,  and  has  spent  her  life  among  the  associa- 
tions of  her  youth.  Our  subject  and  his  estimable 
wife  have  no  children.  Mr.  Graves  is  a  Republi- 
can and  was  a  candidate  for  Alderman  of  the 
Fourth  Ward  of  the  city.  He  is  fraternally  a 
valued  member  of  Lodge  No.  628,  R.  A.,  of  Niles, 
and,  a  liberal-spirited  citizen,  is  ever  ready  to  aid 
in  all  matters  tending  to  the  promotion  of  public 
welfare. 
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